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LIST  OF  DELEGATES  BY  CONFERENCES  ELECTED 
TO  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  1864. 


BALTIMORE. 

John  Lakahan, 
Nicholas  J.  B.  Mokgan, 
Elisha  P,  Phklps, 

Reserves. 

Thomas  Sevtall, 
William  B.  Edwards, 
LiTTLKTOif  F.  Morgan. 

BLACK  RIVER. 
John  W.  Armstrong, 
Isaac  S.  Bingham, 
Eli  C,  Brucs, 
James  Erwin, 
Lafayette  D.  White, 
Gardner  Baker, 
John  B.  Foote. 

Reserves. 

Isaac  L.  Hunt, 
Benjamin  S.  Wright. 

CALIFORNrA. 

Jessr  T.  Pbck, 
Henry  C.  Benson, 
Isaac  Owen. 

Reserves. 
Eleazer  Thomas, 
John  Daniel. 

CENTRAL  ILLINOIS. 

BiCSARD  HanEY, 
WiLLIAl*  H.  HU»TB»» 


Oliver  S.  Mttnskll, 
Andrew  '^f*ffn^^. 

Reserves. 

Henry  Summers, 
John  Chandler. 


CENTRAL  OHIO. 

William  L.  Harris, 
Thomas  H.  Wilson, 
Leonard  B.  Gurley, 
Alexander  Nelson. 

Reserves. 

Wesley  J.  Wells, 
Elnathan  C.  Gavitt. 

CINCINNATI. 

William  Nast, 
William  Young, 
Lorenzo  D.  M'Cabe, 
Moses  Smith, 
Granville  Moody, 

M16HIJ.L  DUSTIN. 

Reserves. 
William  H.  Lawder, 
John  W.  Powblu, 
John  A.  Kuuk. 

DETROIT. 

Thomas  a  €Uboner, 
Seth  Reed,^ 
James  S.  Siubt, 


William  E.  Bighlow, 
Elijah  H.  PcuaiER. 

Reserves. 
Thomas  J.  Joslim, 
Georgr  Smith. 

EAST  BALTIMORE. 

Jambs  M'K.  Brilrt, 
Thomas  M.  Reesx, 
William  Hardbit, 
Charlbs  B.  Tippwpt, 
Benjamin  B.  Hamlin, 
Jacob  S.  M»Murray, 
Geo.  D.  Chknoweth. 

Reserves. 

Thompson  Mitchell, 
John  A.  Gbbb; 

EAST  QENESEE. 

Kasimir  p.  JERvia, 
John  M.  Reid, 
Freeborn  G.  Hirbard^ 
Sylvester  L.  Congdon, 
Augustus  C.  Gborge, 
William  H.  Goqowin. 

Reserves. 
JoH»  Dennis, 
William  Hosmkr. 

EAST  MAINE. 

L.  D.  Wardwbm«, 
Albert  Ghhrcb, 
Gkoroji  D.  SlTROCPr. 
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List  of  Delegates  by  Conferences  Fleeted 


Rsterves. 
Seth  H.  Beale, 
Benjamin  B.  Btbne. 

ERIE. 

Calvin  Kingslet, 
richabd  a.cabtjtheb8, 
James  W.  Lowe, 
Moses  Hill, 
Russell  H.  Hublbubt, 
William  F.  Wilson, 

NiBAM  NOBTON. 

Reserves. 

Joseph  Leslie, 

aBOBGE  W.  ClABKE, 

Edwin  J.  L.  Bakeb. 

GENESEE. 

Albebt  D.  Wilbob, 
Thomas  Cablton, 
John  B.  Wentwobth, 
James  M.  Fxn.LEB. 

Reserves. 
E.  E.  Chambebs, 
Schtttleb  Seaqeb. 

ILLINOIS. 
Henbt  F.  Koeneke, 
Robebt  E.  Guthbie, 
Wm.  H,  H.  Moobe, 
Aba  S.  M'Cot, 
Isaac  C.  Kimbee, 
James  P.  Dimmitt. 

Reserves. 

Samson  Shinn, 
Leti  C.  Pitneb, 
William  E.  Johnson. 

INDIANA. 
Oboboe  W.  Walkeb, 
James  Hill, 
Jambs  H.  Noble, 
William  M*K.  Hebtbb, 


Reserves. 

Daniel  M'Intybe, 
Ctbus  Nxmr. 

IOWA. 

Chables  Elliott, 
Thomas  E.  Cobkhill, 
William  F.  Cowles. 

Reserves. 

Edmund  H.  Waeing, 
John  H.  Poweb. 

KANSAS. 
Hugh  D,  Fisheb, 
Joseph  Denison. 

Reserves. 

LoBENZo  D.  Pbice, 
Geobge  W.  Paddock. 

KENTUCKY. 

Lemuel  M.  Reeves, 
Isaac  F.  Habbison. 

Reserve. 
William  A.  Dotson. 

MAINE. 
Chables  F.  Allen, 
Geobge  Webbeb, 
Joseph  Colby, 
Henby  M.  Blake. 


Reserves. 

ASAHEL  MoOBE, 

Chables  Munqeb. 

MICHIGAN. 

Thomas  H,  Sinex, 
Henby  Penfield, 
Fbancis  B.  Bangs, 
Hobace  Hall. 

Reserves. 
Hibam  Law, 
isbael  cooshall. 


MINNESOTA. 
Benjamin  F.  Cbaby, 
Daniel  Cobb, 
Henby  Roth, 
Jabez  Bbooks. 

Reserves. 

James  F.  Chaffee, 
Cyeus  Bbooks. 

MISSOURI   AND  AR- 
KANSAS. 

Samuel  Huffman, 
Nathan  Shumate. 

Reserve. 
Joseph  H.  Hopkins. 

NEBRASKA. 

Henby  T.  Davis, 
Jason  G.  Milleb. 

Reserves. 
Hibam  Bubch, 
SLabtin  Pbitchabd. 

NEWARK. 

Isaac  W.  Wiley, 
Nicholas  Vansant, 
Alexandeb  L.  Bbick, 
Jonathan  T.  Cbane, 
Stacey,W.  Hilliabd. 

Reserves. 

Crook  S.  Vancleve, 
John  S.  Porteb. 

NEW  ENGLAND. 

James  Pobteb, 
David  Sherman, 
John  H.  Twombly, 
Joseph  Cummings, 
MiNEB  Raymond, 
Ralph  W.  Allen. 

Reserves. 
LOBENZO  R.  Thaybb. 

QlIiBEBT  HATBK. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Jambs  Ptkb, 
Elisha  Adams, 
James  Thubston, 
AuJERT  C.  Manson. 

Reserves. 
Orlando  H.  Jasper, 
Dudley  P,  Lbavitt. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Samuel  Y.  Monroe, 
Chas.  H.  Whitecab, 
William  E.  Perry, 
Abraham  E.  Street. 

Reserves. 

Edward  H.  Stokes, 
Jefferson  Lewis. 


NEW  YORK. 

Randolph  S.  Foster, 
Davis  "W.  Clark, 
M.  D'C.  Cbawfoed, 
Paul  R.  Brown, 
"William  H.  Ferris, 
Lucius  H.  King, 
Joseph  B.  Wakeley, 
John  W.  Lindsay. 

Reserves. 

Archibald  C.  Foss, 
Charles  E.  True, 
Henry  J.  Fox 

NEW  YORK  EAST. 

Daniel  Curry, 
John  Miley, 
Edwin  E.  Griswold, 
Robebt  M.  Hatfield, 
Geo.  W.  Woodruff, 
Benjamin  Pilabury, 

Reserves. 
William  C.  Hoyt, 

SSYMOUB  LaNDON. 


NORTH  INDIANA. 

Reuben  D.  Robinson, 
William  H.  Goode, 
Orange  V.  Lemon, 
John  V.  R.  Miller. 

Reserves. 

Milton  Mahtn, 
Samuel  N.  Campbell. 


NORTH   OHIO. 

Edward  Thomson, 
Jacob  Rothweileb, 
Adam  Poe, 
G.  W.  Breckenridge, 
Henry  Whtteman. 

Reserves. 

William  C.  Peirce, 
Edward  R.  Jewett. 


N.  W.  INDIANA. 

Aaron  Wood, 
George  M.  Boyd, 
Jacob  M.  Stallabd, 
John  L.  Smith. 

Reserves. 

Allen  A.  Gee, 
James  Johnson. 

N.  W.  WISCONSIN. 

Chauncey  Hobart, 
Thomas  C.  Golden. 

Reserves. 
William  Hamilton, 
William  M.  Osborne. 


OHIO. 

Barzillai  N.  Spahr, 
Joseph  M.  Trimble, 
John  W.  White, 
A.  M.  Alexander, 
Frederick  Merrick. 


Reserves. 

Solomon  Howard, 
Levi  Cunningham. 

ONEIDA. 

Albert  S.  Gravbb, 
William  H,  Olin, 
John  T.  Wright, 
Daniel  W.  Bristol, 
Edward  G.  Andrews, 
Daniel  A.  Whedon. 

Reserves. 
William  N.  Cobb, 
LUKK  C.  Qukal. 

OREGON. 

James  H.  Wilbur, 
Thomas  H.  Pearne. 

Reserves. 

Calvin  S.  Kingsley, 
John  Flinn. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

Joseph  Castle, 
James  Cunningham, 
John  P.  Durbin, 
David  W.  Bartine, 
Adam  Wallace, 
George  Barton, 
Joseph  Mason, 
William  M'Combb. 

Reserves. 

Goldsmith  D.  Cabbow, 
William  L.  Gray. 

PITTSBURGH. 

Samuel  H.  Nesbit, 
Isaac  N.  Baird, 
David  L.  Dempsey, 
Israel  C,  Pershing, 
Charles  A.  Holmes, 
James  Henderson, 
William  A.  Davidson. 
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List  4f  Del^aU*  by  Conferences  SlecUd,  etc. 


HiBiUC  MU.I.B11, 
81MOX   p.    WoOIiF. 

PrtOVribCNCE. 

Dai^iel  Wise, 
Samuel  C.  Brown, 
William  H.  Richabds, 
David  Patten. 

Reserves! 
Geobge  W.  Brewster, 
Geo.  M.  Carpenter. 

ROCK  RIVER. 

Luke  Hitchcock, 
Thomas  M.  Eddy, 
Geo.  L.  Mulfingeb, 
John  I)j:mpster, 
William  F.  Stewart, 
Samuel  A.  W.  Jewktt. 

Reserves. 

Frederick  Schuler, 
William  T.  Harlow, 
Charlbs  C.  Best. 

S.  t.  INDIANA. 

Williamson  Terrill, 
Giles  C.  Smith, 
Thomas  H.  Lynch, 
John  H.  Barth. 

Reserves. 

Thomas  Bowman, 
Francis  A.  Heoteb. 

SOUTHERN  ILLINOIS. 

Philip  Kuhl, 
Kelson  E.  Oohlkigh, 
Alfiucd  B.  NisBBt, 
James  B.  Corsington. 


Reserves. 

WntiLIAM  Cliffe, 
Jotham  a.  Scabritt. 


TROY. 

William  Gbiffin, 
Oren  Gregg, 
BosTWiCK  Fawlby, 
Stephen  D.  Brown, 
Joseph  E.  King, 
Desbvignia  Starks. 

Reserves. 

Chester  F.  Burdick, 
Elisha  Watson. 


UPPER  IOWA. 

Richard  W.  Keeler, 
H.  W.  Houghton, 
Henry  Fiegenbaum, 
George  Cxjpford, 
Alpha  J.  Kynett. 

Reserves. 

John  C.  Aybes, 
Samuel  Pancoast. 


VERMONT. 
Putnam  P,  Ray, 
Andes  T.  Bullard, 
M'Kendbxb  Petty, 
David  B.  M'Kekzib. 

Reserves. 
William  D.  Malcom, 
Zinah  H.  Brown. 


WESTERN  IOWA. 

Sanford  Haines, 
David  N.  Smith. 


Reserves. 

Bennett  MitchelIi^ 
Richard  S.  Robinsobt. 

WESTERN  VIRGINIA. 
John  W.  Rboxr, 
Jambs  Drummond, 
James  L.  Clabk. 

Reserves. 

Alexander  Martin, 
Thomas  H.  Monbob. 

WEST   WISCONSIN. 

Matthew  Bennett, 
James  Lawson. 

Reserves. 
Alfred  H.  Walter, 
Joseph  C.  AiPwwALi.. 


WISCONSIN. 

Henry  Bannistkr, 
Samuel  C.  Thomas, 
Caleb  D.  Pillsbuby, 
Matthias  Himbbaugh. 

Reserves. 
Joseph  H.  Jbnnb, 
Wesson  G.  Mt?.t<ibb. 

WYOMING. 

George  Peck, 
Reuben  Nblsoit, 
Horatio  R.  Clabk, 
Henry  Bbownscombe. 

Reserves. 

KiN«  Elwxll, 
Zbohjlbiah  Papi>oox. 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  DELEGATES. 


1  Adams,  Elisha,  New  Hampshire. 

2  Alexander,  Augustine  M.,  Ohio. 

3  Allen,  Charles  F.,  Maine. 

4  Allen,  Ralph  W.,  New  Eaglaad. 

5  Andrews,  Edward  G.,  Oneida. 

6  Abmstbosg,  John  W.,  Black  River. 

B. 

7  Baird,  Isaac  N.,  Pittsburgh. 

8  Baker,  Gardner,  Black  River. 

9  Bangs,  Francis  B.,  Michigan. 

10  Bannister,  Hbney,  "Wisconsin. 

11  Barth,    John  H.,  Southeastern  In- 

diana. 

12  Bartine,  David  "W.,  Philadelphia. 

13  Barton,  George,  Philadelphia. 

14  Bennett,  Matthew,  West  Wisconsin. 

15  Benson,  Henry  C,  California. 

16  BiGELOW,  William  E.,  Detroit 

17  Bingham,  Isaac  S.,  Black  River. 

18  Blake,  Henry  M.,  Maine. 

19  Boyd,   George  M^    Northwest  In- 

diana. 

20  Breckenridge,  George  W.,  North 

Ohio. 

21  Brick,  Alexander  L,  Newark. 

22  Bristol,  Daniel  W.,  Oneida. 

23  Brooks,  Jabez,  Minnesota. 

24  Brown,  Paul  R.,  New  York. 

25  Brown,  Samuel  C,  Providence. 

26  Brown,  Stephen  D.,  Troy. 

27  Beownscombb,  Henry,  Wyoming. 

28  Bruce,  Eli  C,  Black  River. 

29  BuLLARD,  Andes  T.,  Vermont. 

C. 

30  Carlton,  Thomas,  Genesee. 

31  Caruthebs,  Richard  A.,  Erie. 

32  Castle,  Joseph,  Philadelphia. 


33  Chenowbth,  Gbob6£  D.,  East  Balti- 

more. 

34  Church,  Albert,  East  Maine. 

35  Clark,  Davis  W.,  New  York. 

36  Clark,  Horatio  R.,  Wyoming. 

37  Clark,  James  L.,  Western  Virginia. 

38  Clifford,  George,  Upper  Iowa, 

39  Cobb,  Daniel,  Minnesota. 

40  Cobleigh,  Nelson  E.,  Southerti  Illi- 

nois. 

41  Colby,  Joseph,  Maine. 

42  CoNGDON,  Sylvester  L.,  B.  Geneaeo. 

43  CoRKHiLL,  Thomas  E.,  Iowa. 

44  CORRINGTON,  Jambs  B.,  Southern  Il- 

linois. 

45  CowLES,  Wnj/iAH  P.,  Iowa. 

46  Crane,  Jonathan  T.,  Newark. 

47  Crary,  Benjamin  F.,  Minnesota. 

48  Crawford,  Morris  D'C,  New  York. 

49  CuMMiNGS,  Joseph,  New  England. 

50  Cunningham,  James,  Philadelphia. 

51  Cubby,  Daniel,  New  York  EJaat. 


52  Davidson,  William  A.,  Pittsburgh. 

53  Davis,  Henry  T.,  Nebraska. 

54  Dempsey,  David  L.,  Pittsburgh. 

55  Dempster,  John,  Rock  River.  "^ 

56  Denison,  Joseph,  Kansas. 

57  DiMMiTT,  James  P.,  Illinois. 

58  Drummond,  James,  Western  Virginia. 

59  Dubbin,  John  P.,  Philadelphia.  ^ 

60  DuSTHf,  Mighill,  Cincinnati. 


61  Eddt,  ThohaA  M.,  Rock  Biter. 

62  Elliott,  Charles,  Iowa. 

63  Erwin,  James,  Black  HtTW. 


Alphabetical  List  of  Delegates. 


P. 

64  Ferris,  "Wiluam  H.,  New  York. 

65  FiEGENBAUM,  Henet,  Upper  Iowa. 

66  Fisher,  Hugh  D.,-  Kansas. 
6f  FoOTE,  JoHK  B.,  Black  River. 

68  Foster,  Randolph  S.,  New  York. 

69  Fuller,  James  M.,  Genesee. 

O. 

70  Gardner,  Thomas  C,  Detroit. 

tl  George,  Augustus  C,  East  Ten- 
nessee. 

72  Golden,  Thomas  C,  Northwest  "Wis- 

consin. 

73  Goode,  "William  H.,  North  Indiana. 

74  Goodwin,  "Wm.  H.,  East  Genesee. 

75  Graves,  Albert  S.,  Oneida. 

76  Gregg,  Oren,  Troy. 

77  Griffin,  "William,  Troy. 

78  Griswold,   Edwin  E.,  New  York 

East. 

79  GuRLEY,  Leonard  B.,  Central  Ohio. 

80  Guthrie,  Robert  E.,  Illinois. 

H. 

81  Haines,  Sanford,  "Western  Iowa. 

82  Hall,  Horace,  Michigan. 

83  Hamlin,  Benjamin  B.,  East  Balti- 

more. 

84  Hanet,  Richard,  Central  Illinois. 

85  Hardin,  "William,  East  Baltimore. 

86  Harris,  "William  L.,  Central  Ohio. 

87  Harrison,  Isaac  F.,  Kentucky. 

88  Hatfield,  Robert  M.,  New  York 

East. 

89  Hawley,  Bostwick,  Troy. 

90  Henderson,  James,  Pittsburgh. 

91  Hester,  "William  M'K.,  Indiana. 

92  HiBBARD,  Freeborn  G.,  East  Gen- 

esee. 

93  Hill,  James,  Indiana. 

94  Hill,  Moses,  Erie. 

95  HiLLiARD,  Stacey  "W.,  Newark. 

96  Himebaugh,  Matthias,  "Wisconsin. 

97  Hitchcock,  Luke,  Rock  River. 

98  HoBART,  Chauncey,  Northwcst  "Wis- 

consin. 

99  Holmes,  Charles  A.,  Pittsburgh. 
100  Houghton,    Horatio    "W.,    Upper 

Iowa. 


101  Huffman,    Samuel,    Missouri    and 

Arkansas. 

102  Hunter, "William  H.,Central  Illinois. 

103  HuRLBUBT,  Russell  H.,  Erie. 

jr. 

104  Jebvis,  Kasimir  P.,  East  Genesee. 

105  Jewett,  Samuel  A.  "W.,  Rock  River. 

K. 

106  Keeler,  Richard  "W.,  Upper  Iowa. 

107  Kimber,  Isaac  C,  Illinois. 

108  King,  Joseph  E.,  Troy.  ^ 

109  King,  Lucius  H.,  New  York. 

110  KiNGSLEY,  Calvin,  Erie. 

111  KoENEKE,  Henry  F.,  Illinois. 

112  Kuhl,  Philip,  Southern  Illinois. 

113  Kynett,  Alpha  J.,  Upper  Iowa.   •► 

114  Lanahan,  John,  Baltimore.  * 

115  Lawson,  James,  "West  "Wisconsin. 

116  Lemon,  Orange  "V.,  North  Indiana. 

117  Lindsay,  John  "W.,  New  York. 

118  Lowe,  James  W.,  Erie. 

119  Lynch,   Thomas   H.,   Southeastern 

Indiana. 

m. 

120  M'Cabe,  Lorenzo  D.,  Cincinnati. 

121  M'Combs,  "William,  Philadelphia. 

122  M'COY,  Asahel  S.,  Illinois. 

123  M'Kenzie,  David,  Vermont. 

124  M'MuRRAY,  Jacob  S.,  East  Balti. 

more. 

125  Magee,  Andrew,  Central  Illinois. 

126  Manson,  Albert  C,  New  Hamp- 

shire. 

127  Mason,  Joseph,  Philadelphia. 

128  Merrick,  Frederick,  Ohio. 

129  Miley,  John,  New  York  East.     * 

130  Miller,  Jason  G.,  Nebraska. 

131  Miller,  John  V.  R.,  North  Indiana. 

132  Monroe,  Samuel  Y.,  New  Jersey, 

133  Moody,  Granville,  Cincinnati.     * 

134  Moore,  "William  H.  H.,  Illinois. 

135  Morgan,  Nicholas  J.  B.,  Baltimore. 

136  MuLFiNGER,  George  L,  Rock  River. 

137  MuNSELL,  Outer  S.,  Central  Illinois. 


Alphabetical  List  of  Delegates. 


W. 

••     138  Nast,  "William,  Cincinnati. 

139  Nelson,  Alexander,  Central  Ohio. 

140  Nelson,  Reuben,  Wyoming. 

141  Nesbit,  Samuel  H.,  Pittsburgh. 

142  Nisbet,  Alfred  B.,  Southern  Illinois. 

143  Noble,  James  H.,  Indiana. 

144  Norton,  Niram,  Erie. 


O.        9 

145  Olin,  "Willum  H.,  Oneida. 

146  Owen,  Isaac,  California. 


P. 

147  Patten,  David,  Providence. 

148  Pearne,  Thomas  H.,  Oregon, 
-r  149  Peck,  George,  "Wyoming. 

•v    150  Peck,  Jesse  T.,  California. 

151  Penfield,  Henry,  Michigan. 

152  Perry,  William  E.,  New  Jersey. 

153  Pershing,  Israel  C,  Pittsburgh. 

154  Petty,  M'Kendree,  Vermont. 

155  Phelps,  Elisha  P.,  Baltimore. 

156  Pike,  James,  New  Hampshire. 

157  PiLCHER,  Elijah  H.,  Detroit. 

158  Pilsbury,   Benjamin,    New   York 

East. 

159  Pillsbury,  Caleb  D.,  Wisconsin. 
~     160  PoE,  Adam,  North  Ohio. 

»-    161  Porter,  James,  New  England. 


R. 

162  Ray,  Putnam  P.,  Vermont. 

163  Raymond,  Miner,  New  England. 

164  Reed,  Seth,  Detroit. 

165  Reese,  Thomas  M.,  East  Baltimore. 

166  Reeves,  Lemuel  M.,  Kentucky. 

167  Reger,  John  W.,  Western  Virginia. 

168  Reid,  John  M.,  East  Genesee. 

169  Reiley,  James   M'K.,    East  Balti- 

more. 

170  Richards,  William  H.,  Providence. 

171  Robinson,    Reuben  D.,  North  In- 

diana. 

172  Roth,  Henry,  Minnesota. 

173  RoTHWEiLER,  Jacob,  North  Ohio. 


174  Sherman,  David,  New  England. 

175  Shumate,    Nathan,    Missouri    and 

Arkansas. 

176  SiNEX,  Thomas  H.,  Michigan. 

177  Smart,  James  S.,  Detroit. 

178  Smith,  David  N.,  Western  Iowa. 

179  Smith,  Giles  C,  Southeastern  In- 

diana. 

180  Smith,  John  L.,  Northwestern  In- 

diana. 

181  Smith,  Moses,  Cincinnati. 

182  Spahr,  Barzillai  N.,  Ohio. 

183  Stall ARD,    Jacob    M.,    Northwest 

Indiana. 

184  Starks,  Desevignia,  Troy. 

185  Stewart,  William  F.,  Rock  River. 

186  Street,  Abraham  K.,  New  Jersey. 

187  Strout,  George  D.,  East  Maine. 


T. 

188  Terrill,  Williamson,  Southeastern 

Indiana. 

189  Thomas,  Samuel  C,  Wisconsin. 

190  Thomson,  Edward,  North  Ohio. 

191  Thurston,  James,  New  Hampshire. 

192  Tippett,  Charles  B.,   East    Balti- 

more. 

193  Trimble,  Joseph  M.,  Ohio. 

194  TwoMBLT,   John  H.,  New  England. 

T. 

195  Vansant,  Nicholas,  Newark. 


IT. 

196  Wakeley,  Joseph  B.,  New  York. 

197  Walker,  George  W.,  Indiana, 

198  Wallace,  Adam,  Philadelphia. 

199  Wardwell,Lorenzo  D.,  East  Maine. 

200  Webber,  George,  Maine. 

201  Wentworth,  John  B.,  Genesee. 

202  Whedon,  Daniel  a.,  Oneida, 

203  White,  Lafayette  D.,  Black  River. 

204  White,  John  W.,  Ohio. 

205  Whitecar,Charles  H.,  New  Jer8e7. 

206  Whiteman,  Henry,  North  Ohio. 

207  WiLDOR,  Albert  D.,  Genesee. 
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208  Wilbur,  James  H.,  Oregon. 

209  Wiley,  Isaac  W.,  Newark. 

210  Wilson,  Thomas  H.,  Central  Ohio. 

211  Wilson,  William  F.,  Erie. 

212  Wise,  Daniel,  Providence. 

213  Wood,  Aaron,  Northwest  Indiana. 


214  WooDRijrF,GEO.W.,  New  York  Eaat 

215  Wright,  Johji  T.,  Oneida. 

T. 

216  ToxTNG,  WniLiM,  Cincinnati. 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  RESERVE  DELEGATES. 


A. 

1  Abpinwall,  Joseph  C,  West  Wis- 

consin. 

2  Atbbs,  John  C,  Upper  Iowa. 


3  Baker,  Edwin  J.  L.,  Erie. 

4  Bkale,  Seth  H.,  East  Maine. 

5  Best,  Charles  C,  Rock  River. 

6  Bowman,  Thomas,  S.  E.  Indiana. 

7  Bbkwster,  George  W.,  Providenoe. 

8  Brooks,  Cyrus,  Minnesota. 

9  Brown,  Zinah  H.,  Vermont. 

10  BuRCH,  Hiram,  Nebraska. 

11  BuRDioK,  Chester  F.,  Troy. 

12  Bybue,  Bbnjamin  B.,  East  Maine. 

C. 

13  Campbell,    Samvel   N.,   North    In- 

diana. 

14  Carpenter,  George  M.,  Providence- 

15  Carrow,  Goldsmith  D.,  Philadelphia. 

16  Chaffee,  James  F.,  Minnesota. 

11  Ohambbrs,  Ebeiteker  E.,  Genesee. 

18  Chahdlbr,  Johx,  Central  Illinois. 

19  Clarke,  George  W.,  Erie. 

20  OurrE,  Wiluam,  Southern  IUiaoi». 

21  Cobb,  William  N.,  Oneida. 

22  GoQBHALL,  ISKASL,  Michigan. 

23  CuNwnfGHAM,  Lbti,  Ohio. 

34  Dahul,  John,  Galifbrsia. 

25  Dknnib,  John,  East  Genesee. 

26  DoTSOM,  WiUiiAM  A.,  KeBtuck/-. 


27  Edwards,  William  B.,  Baltimore. 

28  ElWBLL,  KIKG,  WjOBUQg. 

P. 

29  Flinn,  John,  Oregon. 

30  Foss,  Archibald  C,  Ne-w  York. 

31  FowBLE,  John  W.,  Cincinnati. 

32  Fox,  Henry  J.,  New  York. 

O. 

33  Gavitt,  Elnathan  C,  Central  Ohio. 

34  Gee,  Allen  A.,  Northwest  Indiana. 

35  Gere,  John  A.,  East  Baltimore. 

36  Gray,  Willlam  L.,  Philadelphia. 

O. 

37  Hamilton,  Wiluam,  Northwest  Wis- 

consin. 

38  Harlow,  WiLLtOf  T.,  Rock  River. 

39  Haven,  Gilbert,  New  England.      '^ 

40  Hesteb,   Francis  A.,   Southeastern 

Indiana. 

41  Hopkins,  Joseph  H.,  Missouri  uid 

Arkansas. 

42  HosHER,  William,  East  Genesee; 

43  Howard,  Solomon,  Ohio. 

44  Hoyt,  William  C,  New  York  Eaat 

45  Hunt,  Isaac  L.,  Black  River. 

J. 

46  Jasper,  Orlando  H.,New  Hampshire. 

47  Jenne,  Jobbph  H.,  Wisconsin. 

48  Jbwitt,  Edward  R.,  Nertii  (Aio. 
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49  JoHysoN,  James,  Northwest  "Wiscon- 

sin. 

50  JoHNSOX,  "William  E.,  Illinois. 
61  JoBLiN,  Thomas  J.,  Detroit. 

*'     52  KiNGSLET,  Calvin  S.,  Oregon. 

53  Klein,  John  A.,  Cincinnati. 

54  Landon,  Seymour,  New  York  East. 

55  Law,  Hibam,  Michigan. 

56  Lawder,  Wiluam  H.,  Cincinnati. 

57  Leavitt,  Dudley  P.,  New  Hampshire. 

58  Leslie,  Joseph,  Erie. 

59  Lewis,  Jefferson,  New  Jersey. 

n. 

60  M'Inttre,  Dantel,  Indiana. 

61  Mahin,  Milton,  North  Indiana. 

62  Malcost,  WiLLLiM  D.,  Vermont. 

63  Martin,  Alexander,  Western  Vir- 

ginia. 

64  Miller,  Hiram,  Pittsburgh. 

65  Miller,  "Wesson  G.,  "W'isconsin. 

66  Mitchell,  Bennett,  "Western  Iowa. 

67  Mitchell,  Thompson,  East  Baltimore. 

68  Monroe,  Thomas  H.,  "Western  Vir- 

.ginia. 

69  Moore,  Asahel,  Maine. 

70  Morgan,  Littleton  F.,  Baltimore. 

71  Mungeb,  Charles,  Maine. 

If. 

72  NuTT,  Cyrus,  Indiana. 

O. 

73  Osborne,   "William   M.,    Northwest 

Indiana. 

V, 

74  Paddock,  George  "W.,  Kansas. 
76  Paddock,  Zbchaeiah,  "Wyoming. 


76  Pancoast,  Samuel,  Upper  Iowa. 

77  Peirce,  "VS'illiam  C,  North  Ohio. 

78  PiTNER,  Levi,  Illinois. 

79  Porter,  John  S.,  Newark. 

80  Power,  John  H.,  Iowa. 

81  Price,  Lorenzo  D.,  Kansas. 

82  Pbitchard,  Martin,  Nebraska. 

83  Qlteal,  Luke  C,  Oneida. 


84  Robinson,  Richard  S.,  "Western  Iowa. 

S. 

85  Scarritt,  Jotham  A.,  Southern  Il- 

linois. 

86  Schuler,  Frederick,  Rock  River. 

87  Seager,  Schltxer,  East  Genesee. 

88  Sewall,  Thomas,  Baltimore. 

89  Shinn,  Samson,  Illinois. 

90  Smith,  George,  Detroit. 

91  Stokes,  Edward  H.,  New  Jersey. 

92  Summers,  Henry,  Central  Illinois. 

X. 

93  Thayer,  Lorenzo  R.,  New  England. 

94  Thomas,  Eleazer,  California. 

95  True,  Charles  K.,  New  York. 

V. 

96  Vancleve,  Crook  S.,  Newark. 


97  "Walter,  Alfred  H.,  "West  "Wiscon- 

sin. 

98  "Waring,  Edmund  H.,  Iowa. 

99  "Watson,  Elisha,  Troy. 

100  "Wells,  "Wesley  J.,  Central  Ohio. 

101  "WOOLF,  Simon  P.,  Pittsburgh. 

102  "Wright,  Besjauis  S.,  Black  River. 


JOURNAL 

or  THX 

GENERAL   CONFERENCE, 
18  6  4. 


MONDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  2.  M«y  a. 

The  Fourteenth  Delegated  General  Conference     fibst  Dat. 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United      ^ominff. 
States  of  America  assembled  in  Union  Church,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  second  day 
of  May,  Anno  Domini  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

bishops  •present^  Thomas  A.  Morris,  Edmund  S. 
Janes,  Leti  Scott,  Matthew  Simpson,  Osmon  C. 
Baker,  and  Edward  R.  Ames. 

At  nine  o'clock  Bishop  Janes  called  the  Conference  Opening  of  th« 
to  order,  and  Bishop  Morris  conducted  the  opening  re- 
ligious services,  consisting  of  reading  the  84th  Psalm, 
singing  the  219th  hymn,  and  prayer.  Bishop  Janes 
continued  the  religious  services  by  reading  the  latter 
part  of  the  20th  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
and  the  237th  hymn.  The  hymn  having  been  sung, 
George  Peck  and  Charles  Elliott  led  the  devotions  of 
the  Conference  in  prayer. 

On  motion  of  Moses  Hill,  William  L.  Harris,  Secre- 
taiy  of  the  last  General  Conference,  was  invited  for- 
ward to  receive  the  credentials  of  the  delegates,  and  to 
act  as  Secretary  till  a  permanent  organization  was 
effected. 

The  list  of  Conferences  being  called,  certificates  of 
election  were  presented  as  follows : 

Baltimore  Conference!  Balximou. 

>     John  Lanahan,  Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan, 

Elisha  P,  Phelps. 
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Fn»T  Day. 

Morning. 

Bjulok  Bitxb. 


Black  River  Conference. 
John  W.  Akmsteong,        James  Erwin, 
Isaac  S.  Bingham,  Lafayette  D.  Whitb. 

Eu  C.  Bbuce,  Gaupheb  Baksr, 

John  B.  Foots. 


CAuroBmA. 


Cbktsal      Il> 

UHOB. 


CvKnUfQvxo. 


Cactxuxn. 


Dktboit. 


£abt    Balti- 

ItOBK. 


California  Conference. 
Jbssk  T.  Pbck,  Heney  C.  Bbjtsos, 

Isaac  Owen. 

Central  Illinois  Conference. 
Richabd  Haney,  Oliver  S.  Munsell, 

William  H.  Hunter,  Andrew  Magee. 

Central  Ohio  Conference. 
"WitLiAM  L.  Harris,  Leonard  B.  Gubley, 

TaoMAS  H.  Wilson,  Alexander  Nelson, 

Cincinnati  Conference. 
William  Nast,  Moses  Smith, 

William  Young,  Granville  Moody, 

Lorenzo  D.  M'Cabe,         Mighill  Dustin. 

Detroit  Conference. 
Thomas  C.  Gardner,  James  S.  Smart, 

Skth  Reed,  William  E.  Bigelow, 

Elijah  H.  Pilcher. 

East  Baltimore  Conference. 
Jambs  M'K,  Reiley,  Charles  B.  Tippett, 

Thomas  M.  Reese,  Benjamin  B.  Hamlin, 

William  Harden,  Jacob  S.  M'Mijrray, 

George  D.  Chenoweth. 


Em  GxinsKx.  East  Genesee  Conference. 

Kasimir  p.  Jervis,  Sylvester  L.  Congdon, 

John  M.  Rbid,  Augustus  C.  George, 

Freeborn  G.  Hibbaed,       William  H.  Goodwin. 

£m*  mumm.  East  Maine  C«nfer«R«e. 

Lobknzo  D.  Wardwell,    Albert  CH\}]iaB) 
Geouge  D.  Stjbq«t. 
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Eri9  Conferencet 

•  Calvik  Kingsley,  Moses  Hitx, 
Richard  A.  Cakuthkes,     Russell  H.  Huelbubt, 
James  "W.  Lowe,                 William  F.  Wilson, 

NiEAM  Norton.  . 

Genesee  Conference. 
Albbbt  D.  Wilboe,  John  B.  Wentwobth, 

.    Thomas  Carlton,  James  M.  Fulles. 

Illinois  Conference. 
Henby  F.  Kobneke,  Asa  S.  M'Cot, 

Robert  E.  Guthrie,  James  P.  Dimmitt, 

William  H.  H.  Moore,     Samson  Shinn. 

Indiana  Conference. 
GsoBGB  W.  Walkeb,        James  H.  Noble, 
James  Hill,  William  M'K.  Hester. 

Iowa  Conference. 

•  Chables  Elliott,  Thomas  E.  Cqbkhill, 

William  F.  Cowles. 

Kansas  Conference. 
Hugh  D.  Fisheb,  Josbph  Denison. 

Kentuoky  Conference. 
liBMXJVL  M.  Reeves,  Isaac  F.  Harbisok. 

Maine  Conference. 
"  Chables  F.  Allen,  Joseph  Colby, 

•  GsoBOB  Webbbb,  Henby  M.  Blakb. 

Michigan  Conference. 
Thomas  H.  Sinbx,  Francts  B.  Bangs, 

Henby  Penfield,  Horace  Hall. 

Minnesota  Conference. 
Benjamin  F.  Cbaby,  Henry  Roth, 

Daniel  Cobb,  Jabbz  Bbooks. 

Missouri  and  Arkansas  Conference. 
Samuel  Huffman,  Nathan  Shumate. 

Nebraska  Conference. 
HsimT  T.  Davis,  Jason  G.  MnxsB. 


P188T  Dat. 
MominQ. 
Ebib, 


OonosKK. 


lUWNM^ 


Imdiaita. 


Iowa. 


KAXBAa. 


Kkxtuokt. 


MADn; 


MiOHieAN. 


MnnnaoTA. 


Mnsouvi  AMD 
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Morning. 
Nbwabk. 


New  Emolakd. 


Kbw     IlAMr- 

BHIBB. 


Kaw  Jkbsst. 


NkwYobk. 
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Nrw       Tokk 
East. 


MOKTH        IlTDI- 
ANA. 


NoxTH  Oata 


Newark  Conference. 

Isaac  W.  Wiley,  Alexander  L.  Brice, 

Nicholas  Vansant,  Jonathan  T.  Crane, 

Stacey  W.  Hilhard. 

New  England  Conference. 

•  James  Porter,  Joseph  Cummings,  » 
David  Sherman,                 Miner  Raymond, 
John  H.  Twombley,           Ralph  W.  Allen. 

New  Hampshire  Conference. 
James  Pike,  James  Thurston, 

Elisha  Adams,  Albert  C.  Manson. 

New  Jersey  Conference. 
'    Samuel  Y.  Monroe,  William  E.  Perry, 

Charles  H.  Whitecar,    Abraham  K.  Street. 

New  York  Conference. 

•  Randolph  S.  Foster,         William  H.  Ferris, 

•  Davis  W.  Clark,  Lucius  H.  King, 

.  Morris  D'C.  Crawford,    Joseph  B.  Wakeley, 
Paul  R.  Brown,  John  W.  Lindsay. 

New  York  East  Conference. 
T    Daniel  Curry,  Robert  M.  Hatfield, 

^  John  Miley,  George  W,  Woodruff, 

Edwin  E.  Griswold,  Benjamin  Pilsbury. 

North  Indiana  Conference. 
Reuben  D.  Robinson,        Orange  V.  Lemon, 
William  H.  Goode,  John  V.  R.  Miller. 

North  Ohio  Conference. 
'    Edward  Thomson,  Adam  Poe, 

Jacob  Rothweiler,  G.  W.  Breckenridge, 

Henry  Whiteman. 


KOKTHWUT  IM- 
PIANA, 


Northwest  Indiana  Conference. 
Aaron  Wood,  Jacob  M.  Stallabd, 

George  M.  Boyd,  John  L.  Smith. 


No«thwwt 

Wl84X>iraiK. 


Northwest  Wisconsin  Conference. 
Chauncey  Hobart,  Thomas  C.  GoLDrar,  i  I 
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Ohio  Conference. 
Barzillai  N".  Spahe,  John  AY.  White, 

Joseph  M,  Trimble,  A.  M.  Alexander, 

Frederick  Merrick. 


Miay  3. 

FiBST  DAT. 

JitorfUng. 
Ohio. 


Oneida  Conference.  Onbiba. 

Albert  S.  Graves,  Daniel  W.  Bristol, 

William  H.  Olin,  Edward  G.  Andrews,     • 

John  T.  Wright,  Daniel  A.  Whedon. 

Oregon  Conference.  Oekqon. 

James  H.  Wilbur,  Thomas  H.  Peaene. 

Piiiladeiphia  Conference.  Philadklphia. 

Joseph  Castle,  Adam  Wallace, 

James  Cunningham,  George  Barton, 

John  P.  Durbin,  Joseph  Mason, 

David  W.  Bartine,  William  M'Combs. 


Pittsburgh  Conference! 
Samuel  H.  Nesbit,  Israel  C.  Pershing, 

Isaac  N.  Baird,  Charles  A.  Holmes, 

David  L.  Dempsey,  James  Henderson, 

William  A.  Davidson. 


PiTTSBUBQH. 


Providence  Conference. 


Daniel  Wise, 
Samuel  C.  Brown, 


William  H.  Richards, 
David  Patten.        • 


PfiOTIDKNCaS. 


Rock  River  Conference.  Kook  Bitxb. 

Luke  Hitchcock,  William  F.  Stewart, 

Thomas  M.  Eddy,  Samuel  A.  W.  Jeweti. 

George  L.  Mulfinger,     William  T.  Harlow. 


Southeastern  Indiana  Conference. 
Williamson  Terrill,         Thomas  H.  Lynch, 
Giles  C.  Smith,  John  H.  Barth. 


soutukastksn 
Indiana. 


Southern  Illinois  Conferenoe. 
Philip  Kuhl,  Alfred  B.  Nisbet, 

Nelson  E.  Cobleigu,         James  B.  Corrington. 

2 


SOUTHKSN  IlU- 
NOD. 
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Miay  S. 

FiBST  Day. 
Morning. 
Tbot. 


Uppbb  Iowa. 


YnufONT. 


Wmtkbx 
Iowa. 


Wmtbun  Vie- 
erNiA. 


WUT  "WlBCON- 

■nr. 


W»00K8tN. 


Wtomihg. 


Troy  Conference. 
William  Griffin,  Stephen  D.  Brown, 

Oren  Gregg,  Joseph  E.  King, 

BosTwiCK  Hawley,  Desevignia  Starks. 

Upper  Iowa  Conference. 
Richard  W.  Keeler,        Henry  Fiegenbaum, 
Horatio  W,  Houghton,     George  Clifford, 
Alpha  J.  Kynett,  . 

Vermont  Conference. 
Putnam  P.  Ray,  David  B,  M'Kenzie, 

Andes  T.  Bullard,  William  D.  Malcom. 

Western  Iowa  Conference. 

Sanford  Haines,  David  N.  Smith. 

Western  Virginia  Conference. 
John  W.  Reger,  James  Drummond, 

James  L.  Clark. 

West  Wisconsin  Conference. 
Matthew  Bennett,  James  Lawson. 

Wisconsin  Conference. 
Henry  Bannister,  Caleb  D.  Pillsbury, 

Samuel  C.  Thomas,  Matthias  Himebaugh. 

Wyoming  Conference. 
•    George  Peck,  Horatio  R,  Clarke, 

,   Reuben  Nelson,  Henry  Brownscombe. 


Delc- 


B«eerve 
gates. 

Bameon  Sbinn 


Samson  Shinn  presented  a  certificate  of  election  as  a 
reserve  delegate  from  the  Illinois  Conference,  and  was 
admitted  to  a  seat  instead  of  Isaac  C.  Kimber,  delegate 
elect,  deceased. 

Wm.A.Dot8on.  William  A.  Dotson  presented  a  certificate  of  election 
as  a  reserve  delegate  from  the  Kentucky  Conference, 
and  was  admitted  to  a  seat  instead  of  Isaac  F.  Har- 
rison, delegate  elect,  who  is  absent. 

•Wm. T.Harlow.  William  T.  Harlow  presented  a  certificate  of  election 
as  a  reserve  delegate  from  the  Rock  River  Conference, 
and  was  admitted  to  a  seat  instead  of  John  Dempster, 
delegate  elect,  deceased. 
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Election  of  Sec- 
retary. 


Committee     to 
draft  Eules. 


William  D.  Malcom  presented  a  certificate  of  elec-      Miay  a. 

T    1  />  1       XT  /-I       /•  First  D*.t. 

tion  as  a  reserve  delegate  irom  the  Vermont  Oonier-       Morning. 
ence,  and  was  admitted  to  a  seat  instead  of  M'Kendree  w.  d.  Maicom. 
Petty,  delegate  elect,  who  is  absent. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  members  answered  to  their  names ;  Avhereupon 
the  Chair  declared  that  a  quorum  of  the  delegates 
elect  were  present,  and  the  Conference  proceeded  to 
business. 

On  motion  of  Lucius  II.  King,  William  L.  Harris 
Avas  elected  Secretary  of  the  General  Conference  by 
acclamation. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  Carlton,  the  Secretary  was 
authorized  to  nominate  four  assistant  secretaries,  to  be 
elected  by  the  Conference. 

Elijah  H.  Pilcher  moved  that  a  committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  draft  rules  for  the  government  of  the 
Conference. 

Reuben  Nelson  moved  as  a  substitute  that  the  rules 
of  the  last  session  be  amended  by  so  changing  the  tenth 
rule  as  to  require  members  to  be  in  their  places  when 
they  address  the  president,  and  then  adopt  them  as  the 
rules  of  the  present  session.  The  substitute  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  original  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Davis  W.  Clark,  the  rules  of  last  ses- 
sion were  enacted  to  be  in  force  till  others  are  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  standing  committees  be  appointed, 
consisting  of  one  from  each  Annual  Conference,  to  be  nominated  by 
the  delegations  respectively,  and  elected  by  the  Conference,  namely : 

1.  On  Episcopacy. 

2.  On  Itinerancy. 

3.  On  Boundaries. 

4.  On  the  Book  Concern. 

5.  On  Slavery. 

6.  On  Missions. 

7.  On  Education. 

8.  On  Lay  Delegation. 

9.  On  Sunday -Schools  and  Tract  Cause. 

10.  On  Revisals. 

11.  On  the  German  Work. 

12.  State  of  the  Country. 

James  Drummond  moved  the  adoption  of  the  action  ToTry Appeals, 
of  the  last  General  Conference  in  relation  to  a  Commit- 
tee to  try  Appeals. 


Standing  Com- 
mittees order- 
ed. 
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INftay  S. 

FmsT  Day. 
Morning. 


Resolution  of  H. 
R.    Clark    on 
Duties       of 
Standing  Com- 
mittees. 


Resolution  laid 
on  the  table. 


Afternoon    ses- 
sion. 


Daily  Advocate 
fornished     the 
members    of 
theConference. 


James  M.  Fuller  moved  to  amend  so  that  the  com- 
mittee shall  consist  of  fifteen  members.  This  amend- 
ment was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  original  motion 
prevailed.  By  this  action  the  following  order  was 
established : 

I.  The  Committee  on  Appeals  shall  be  a  standing  committee. 

II.  It  shall  consist  of  one  member  from  each  delegation,  to  be 
nominated  by  their  respective  delegations.  The  parties  may  chal- 
lenge for  cause,  and  the  committee  may  excuse  members  for  cause 
in  any  given  case,  only  so  that  not  less  than  two  thirds  of  the  whole 
shall  remain  for  the  trial  of  each  case. 

III.  The  question  of  entertaining  the  Appeals  shall  be  determined 
by  the  Committee  to  Try  Appeals. 

IV.  The  order  of  procedure  in  the  trial  of  referred  appeal  cases 
shall  be  as  follows : 

1.  Present  the  Appeal. 

2.  Determine  what  members  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals,  not 
less  than  two  tliirds  of  the  whole,  shall  hear  and  try  the  case,  a 
majority  of  whom  shall  decide. 

3.  Read  the  findings  of  the  case. 

4.  Motion  to  admit. 

5.  State  the  grounds  of  the  Appeal 

6.  Eead  the  Minutes  and  documents. 
1.  Appellant's  defense. 

8.  Reply  of  the  delegates. 

9.  Appellant's  reply  to  the  delegates. 
10.  Decision. 

Horatio  R.  Clark  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  Standing  Committees,  except  that  on 
Appeals,  consisting  of  one  delegate  from  each  Annual  Conference, 
be  divided  into  three  classes :  Those  belonging  Avitli  the  first  class 
shall,  after  organization,  have  their  regular  meetings  on  Monday 
and  Thursday  of  each  week  ;  those  of  the  second  class  on  Tuesday 
and  Friday;  and  those  of  the  thiid  class,  on  Wednesday  and  Satur- 
day. These  committees  may  employ  such  sub-committees^ to  facili- 
tate business  as  they  shall  deem  best,  and  may  hold  extra  sessions 
as  often  as  desirable ;  but  at  the  regular  meetings  all  the  business 
done  by  sub-committees  and  at  extra  sessions  shall  be  reported,  and 
be  subject  to  such  action  as  the  whole  committee  shall  see  fit  to 
take. 

On  motion  of  Lucius  H.  King,  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  James  Porter,  it  was  ordered  that 
when  Conference  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  three 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 

On  motion  of  James  Porter,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted,  namely : 

Besolved.  That  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  be  directed  to  fur- 
nish to  each  of  the  Bishops,  of  the  delegates  from  foreign  bodies,  of 
the  delegates  composing  this  body,  and  of  the  Conference  reporters, 
a  copy  of  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate  gratuitously. 
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Bishop  Janes  announced  that  the  delegates  of  the 
British  Wesleyan  Conference  would  arrive  in  the  city 
this  afternoon.  Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Richard 
Haney,  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  was  fixed  upon 
as  the  time  when  the  Conference  would  receive  them, 
and  the  Chair  was  requested  to  appointed  a  commit- 
tee of  five  to  introduce  them  to  the  Conference. 

On  motion  of  George  Peck,  a  Committee  on  the 
Christian  Commission,  to  consist  of  fifteen  members, 
was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Reuben  Nelson,  the  following  special 
committees,  to  consist  of  seven  members  each,  were 
ordered,  namely : 

On  the  Bible  Cause. 

On  Temperance, 

On  Temporal  Economy, 

On  Pastoral  Address, 

On  Expenses  of  Delegates. 

On  Freedmen. 

On  motion  of  James  Porter,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted,  namely : 


Miay  3. 

First  Day. 
Morning. 

Deleeates  of  the 
British     Wes- 
leyan   Confer- 
ence  an- 
nounced. 

A  Committee, 
and  a  time 
fixed  to  receive 
them. 

Committee     on 
the    Christian 
Commission 
ordered. 

Special  commit- 
tees ordered. 


Resolved,  That  Dr.  Harris,  the  Secretary  of  this  Conference,  be  Secretary     ap- 

appointed  editor  of  the  Journal,  and  that  he  be  instructed  to  furnish  pointed  editor 

the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  a  copy  for  the  press  as  soon  as  prac-  ^.j^.^  journal, 
ticable,  with  a  copious  index. 


The  Chair  announced  the  following  committees, 
namely : 

On  Reception  of  British  Delegates :  John  P.  Dur- 
bin,  Richard  Haney,  George  Webber,  Joseph  M,  Trim- 
ble, and  Daniel  Curry, 

On  Rules  of  Conference :  Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  Reuben 
Nelson,  and  James  Pike, 

On  motion  of  Alpha  J,  Kynett,  the  Committee  or- 
dered on  the  Christian  Commission  was  also  consti- 
tuted a  Committee  on  the  Sanitary  Commission. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  James  Porter, 
was  adopted,  namely : 

,  Resolved,  That  the  Bar  of  the  Conference  be  a  line  running  across   Bar  of  Confer- 
tne  house  at  the  third  pillar  from  the  pulpit,  and  that  the  Committee     «"<>®- 
which  may  be  appointed  on  Public  Worship  be  required  to  see  that 
it  be  so  far  respected  as  to  allow  the  members  of  the  Conference  the 
necessary  convenience  for  attending   to  the   business  which  may 
come  before  them. 


Committee  oa 
the  Reception 
of  British  Del- 
egates. 


Committee  on 
the  Rules  of 
Conference. 

Sanitary  Com- 
mission con- 
stituted. 
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^^^^^y  ~-         The  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  submitted 
^Mornina       ^^  Edward  Thomson,  were  adopted  unanimously  by  a 
rising  vote,  namely : 


Morris. 


Resolution  con-  Whereas,  Our  beloved  senior  superintendent,  Thomas  A.  Morris, 
cerning Bishop  has  completed  his  half  century  of  ministerial  service,  a  service 
scarcely  interrupted  by  sickness,  and  rendered  in  various  relations, 
pastoral,  editorial,  and  episcopal,  and  with  uniform  acceptance,  and 
•which  brings  him  to  his  seventieth  year,  with  a  reputation  unsuUied, 
an  ej'e  undimmed,  and  a  natural  force  which,  though  abated,  is  still 
strong;  therefore. 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  recognize  with  gratitude  the  hand  of  God  in 
prolonging  the  life  and  preserving  the  health,  the  mind,  and  the  fair 
fame  of  our  venerable  superintendent. 

Resolved,  2.  That  Bishop  Morris  is  hereby  respectfully  requested 
to  preach  before  the  Conference,  at  some  period  convenient  for  him, 
a  discourse  noting  the  progress  of  tlie  Church  during  his  past  minis- 
terial life,  with  such  observations  and  counsels  as  the  review  may 
suggest  to  him. 


Motion  to  as- 
sign seats  to 
members  of 
Conference. 


Laid  on  table. 


The  American 
flag  to  be 
raised  over 
the  church. 


Fast-day  ap- 
pointed. 


Motion  to  refer. 


Motion   to  lay 
on  table. 


Benjamin  F.  Crary  moved  that  the  sittings  in  the 
Conference  room  be  assigned  to  the  respective  delega- 
tions by  lot. 

On  motion  of  Charles  A.  Holmes,  this  motion  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  James  B.  Corrington,  the  trustees  of 
this  church  were  requested  to  display  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  over  the  building  during  the  sessions  of 
this  body.  This  motion  was  adopted  unanimously  by 
a  rising  vote. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  Carlton,  the  session  was  ex- 
tended. 

Granville  Moody  moved  that  next  Friday  be  set 
apart  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  to  Almighty  God 
on  behalf  of  our  country  in  this  hour  of  her  peril,  and 
that  the  occasion  be  observed  by  appropriate  religious 
services  morning,  afternoon,  and  evening  in  the  several 
Methodist  Churches  in  this  city,  and  that  our  jDcople 
throughout  the  country  be  requested  to  observe  simi- 
lar services  on  that  day  in  their  several  places  of  relig- 
ious worship. 

Kasirair  P.  Jervis  moved  t«  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Country,  which  motion 
was,  on  motion  of  William  H.  Olin,  laid  on  the  table. 

Kasimir  P.  Jervis  then  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
on  the  table  till  to-morrow ;  but  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  did  not  prevail,  and  the  original  motion  was 
adopted.  * 
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On  motion  of  Granville  Moody,  a  committee  of  three 
was  Ordered  to  make  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
Fast-day  services. 

Nathan  Shumate  stated  that  Dr.  Elliott  had  a  beau- 
tiful flag  presented  to  him  by  the  loyal  ladies  of  St. 
Louis,  and  moved  that  it  be  suspenSeT  in  the  church 
during  the  deliberations  of  this  body,  and  the  motion 
prevailed. 

The  Secretary  nominated  four  assistant  secretaries, 
as  follows,  namely:  George  W.  Woodruff,  of  New 
York  East  Conference ;  Henry  Brownscombe,  of  Wyo- 
ming Conference;  Israel  C.  Pershing,  of . Pittsburgh 
Conference  ;  and  James  Hill,  of  Indiana  Conference ; 
and  they  were  elected. 

Israel  C.  Pershing  declined  serving,  whereupon  he 
was  excused,  and  Kasimir  P.  Jervis,  of  East  Genesee 
Conference,  was  elected  in  his  stead. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned. 

The  Doxology  was  sung,  after  which  the  Benedic- 
tion was  pronounced  by  Benjamin  F.  Crary. 


Miay  3. 

First  Da.t. 
Morning. 

Committee  of 
Arrangements 
ordered. 

Dr.  Elliott's  flag 
to  be  sus- 
pended in  tiie 
church. 


Assistant  sec- 
retaries nom- 
iuated. 


Conference  ad- 
journed. 


MONDAY  AFTEKNOON,  MAY  2. 

Conference  met  at  three  o'clock,  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment. Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

Religious  services,  consisting  of  reading  the  Scrip- 
tures, singing,  and  prayer,  were  conducted  by  John 
Lanahan. 

The  roll  was  called  in  the  order  of  conferences,  and 
a  quorum  being  present.  Conference  proceeded  to 
business. 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  the  reading  of  the  Jour- 
nal was  postponed  till  to-mofrow  morning. 

On  motion  of  James  Hill,  the  order  of  business  was 
suspended  to  enable  the  Conference  to  appoint  the 
standing  committees. 

Nominations  were  then  made  and  confirmed  as  fol- 
lows, namely : 


Afternoon. 


Opening  Con- 
ference. 


BoU  called. 


Beading  of 
Journal  de- 
ferred. 


Standing  Com- 
mittees ap- 
pointed. 


COMMITTEE   ON  EPISCOPACY. 
Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Ch'n,  Ohio. 
Thomas  M.  Eddy,  Sec'y,     Rock  River. 
Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,         Baltimore. 


Episcopacy. 
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James  Erwin, 
Isaac  Owen, 
Richard  Haney, 
William  L.  Harris, 
William  Young, 
Thomas  C,  Gardner, 
J.  M'K.  Reiley, 
Freeborn  G.  Hibbard, 
Albert  Church, 
Moses  Hill, 
Thomas  Carlton, 
William  H.  H.  Moore, 
James  H.  Noble, 
Charles  Elliott, 
Hugh  D.  Fisher, 
Isaac  F.  Harrison, 
George  Webber, 
Thomas  H.  Sinex, 
Benjamin  F,  Crary, 
Nathan  Shumate, 
Henry  T.  Davis, 
Jonathan  T.  Crane, 
David  Sherman, 
Elisha  Adams, 
Samuel  Y.  Monroe, 
Randolph  S.  Foster, 
Daniel  Curry, 
William  H.  Goode, 
Henry  Whiteman, 
Aaron  Wood, 
Chauncey  Hobart, 
Daniel  W.  Bristol, 
James  H,  Wilbur, 
Joseph  Castle, 
Charles  A.  Holmes, 
Daniel  Wise, 
Williamson  Terrill, 
James  B.  Corrington, 
Desevignia  Starks, 
Horatio  W.  Houghton, 
Andes  T.  Bullard, 
Sauford  Haines, 


Black  River. 

California. 

Central  Illinois. 

Central  Ohio. 

Cincinnati. 

Detroit. 

East  Baltimore. 

East  Genesee. 

East  Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Dlinois. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Nebraska. 

Newark. 

New  England. 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York. 

New  York  East. 

North  Indiana. 

North  Ohio. 

Northwest  Indiana. 

Northwest  Wisconsin. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 

Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Providence. 

Southeastern  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Western  Iowa. 
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James  Drummond, 
Matthew  Bennett, 
Henry  Bannister, 
George  Peck, 


Western  Virginia. 
West  Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


Miay  S. 

FiEST  Day. 
Afternoon. 


COMMITTEE   ON  ITINERANCY. 


Itineranc7. 


John  M.  Reid,  Chairman^ 
Alexander  Nelson,  /Sec, 
John  Lanahan, 
John  B.  Foote, 
Jesse  T.  Peck, 
William  H.  Hunter, 
Granville  Moody, 
Seth  Reed, 
Thomas  M.  Reese, 
Lorenzo  B.  Wardwell, 
Russell  H.  Hurlburt, 
Albert  D.  Wilbor, 
Samson  Shinn, 
George  W.  Walker, 
William  F.  Cowles, 
Joseph  Denison, 
Lemuel  M.  Reeves, 
Charles  F.  Allen, 
Henry  Penfield, 
Jabez  Brooks, 
Samuel  Huffman, 
Jason  G.  Miller, 
Alexander  L.  Brice, 
John  H.  Twombley, 
James  Pike, 
Charles  H.  Whitecar, 
Lucius  H,  King, 
Edwin  E.  Griswold, 
Reuben  D.  Robinson, 
Jacob  Rothweiler, 
Aaron  Wood, 
Thomas  C.  Golden, 
Barzillai  N.  Spahr, 
Albert  S.  Graves, 
James  H.  Wilbur, 
David  W.  Bartine, 


East  Genesee. 

Central  Ohio. 

Baltimore. 

Black  River. 

California. 

Central  Illinois. 

Cincinnati. 

Detroit. 

East  Baltimore. 

East  Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Nebraska. 

Newai'k. 

New  England. 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York. 

New  York  East. 

North  Indiana. 

North  Ohio. 

Northwest  Indiana. 

Northwest  Wisconsin. 

Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon, 

Philadelphia. 


26 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


[1864. 


Miay  S. 

FiKST  Day. 
Afternoon. 


Samuel  H,  Nesbit, 
Samuel  C.  Brown, 
Samuel  A.  W.  Jewett, 
Giles  C.  Smith, 
Philip  Kuhl, 
"William  Griffin, 
Richard  W.  Keeler, 
David  B.  M'Kenzie, 
David  N.  Smith, 
James  Drummond, 
James  Lawson, 
Caleb  B.  Pillsbury, 
Reuben  Nelson, 


Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 
Rock  River. 
Southeastern  Indiana. 
Southern  Illinois. 
Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 
Vermont. 
Western  Iowa. 
"Western  Virginia. 
"West  Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


Boundaries. 


COMMITTEE   ON  BOUNDARIES. 


Richard  Haney,  C%'n, 
William  M'K.  Hester,  Sec^ 
Elisha  P.  Phelps, 
Lafayette  D.  White, 
Henry  C.  Benson, 
Leonard  B.  Gurley, 
William  Young, 
James  S.  Smart, 
William  Harden, 
John  M.  Reid, 
Lorenzo  D.  Wardwell, 
William  F.  Wilson, 
Albert  D.  Wilbor, 
Robert  E.  Guthrie, 
Thomas  E.  Corkhill, 
Hugh  D.  Fisher, 
Lemuel  M.  Reeves, 
Henry  M.  Blake, 
Horace  Hall, 
Daniel  Cobb, 
Nathan  Shumate, 
Henry  T.  Davis, 
Stacey  W.  Hilliard, 
Ralph  W.  Allen, 
Albert  C.  Manson, 
Abraham  K.  Street, 
William  H.  Ferris, 


Central  Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Baltimore. 

Black  River. 

California, 

Central  Ohio. 

Cincinnati. 

Detroit. 

East  Baltimore. 

East  Genesee. 

East  Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Illinois. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Nebraska. 

Newark. 

New  England. 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York. 
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Daniel  Curry, 

New  York  East.               May  a. 

Orange  V.  Lemon, 

North  Indiana.                  ^^J^^; 

George  W.  Breckenridge, 

North  Ohio. 

George  ]VI.  Boyd, 

Northwest  Indiana. 

Thomas  C.  Golden, 

Northwest  Wisconsin. 

Joseph  M.  Trimble, 

Ohio. 

John  T.  Wright, 

Oneida. 

Thomas  H.  Pearne, 

Oregon. 

Joseph  Mason, 

Philadelphia. 

David  L.  Dempsey, 

Pittsburgh. 

"William  H.  Richards, 

Providence. 

George  L.  Mulfinger, 

Rock  River, 

Willianison  Terrill, 

Southeastern  Indiana. 

Alfred  B.  Xisbet, 

Southern  Illinois. 

Stephen  D.  Brown, 

Troy. 

Alpha  J.  Kynett, 

Upper  Iowa. 

Andes  T.  Bullard, 

Vermont. 

David  X.  Smith, 

Western  Iowa. 

John  W.  Reger, 

Western  Virginia. 

James  Lawson, 

West  Wisconsin. 

Samuel  C.  Thomas, 

Wisconsin.                                      » 

Henry  Brownscombe, 

Wyoming. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BOOK  COXCERX.                    Book  Conoera. 

Charles  B.  Tippett,  Ch'n, 

East  Baltimore. 

Benjamin  F.  Crary,  ■Sec'y, 

Minnesota. 

Xicholas  J.  B.  Morgan, 

Baltimore. 

Isaac  S.  Bingham, 

Black  River. 

Isaac  Owen, 

California. 

William  H.  Hunter, 

Central  Illinois. 

Thomas  H.  Wilson, 

Central  Ohio. 

Granville  Moody, 

Cincinnati. 

Elijah  H.  Pilcher, 

Detroit. 

William  H.  Goodwin, 

East  Genesee. 

Lorenzo  B.  Wardwell, 

East  Maine. 

Calvin  Kingsley, 

Erie.                            • 

Albert  D.  Wilbor, 

Genesee. 

Robert  E,  Guthrie, 

Illinois. 

William  M'K.  Hester, 

Indiana. 

Charles  Elliott, 

Iowa. 

Joseph  Denison, 

Kansas. 

Isaac  F.  Harrison, 

Kentucky. 
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Afay  S. 

FiBST  Day. 
Afternoon. 


Joseph  Colby, 
Francis  B.  Bangs, 
Samuel  Huffman, 
Jason  G.  Miller, 
Stacey  W.  Hilliard, 
Ralph  W.  Allen, 
Elisha  Adams, 
Samuel  Y.  Monroe, 
John  W.  Lindsay, 
Edwin  E.  Griswold, 

j   Orange  V.  Lemon, 
Edward  Thomson, 
John  L.  Smith, 
Thomas  C.  Golden, 
\  Joseph  M.  Trimble, 
Daniel  A.  Whedon, 
Thomas  H.  Pearne, 
William  M'Combs, 
Isaac  N.  Baird, 
Samuel  C.  Brown, 
Samuel  A.  W.  Jewett, 
Thomas  H.  Lynch, 
Philip  Kuhl, 

f    Joseph  E.  King, 

Horatio  W.  Houghton, 
Putnam  P.  Ray, 
David  N.  Smith, 
James  Drummond, 
Matthew  Bennett, 
Samuel  C,  Thomas, 

*    Reuben  Nelson, 


Maine. 

Michigan. 

Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Nebraska. 

Newark. 

New  England. 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York. 

New  York  East. 

North  Indiana. 

North  Ohio. 

Northwest  Indiana. 

Northwest  Wisconsin. 

Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 

Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Providence. 

Rock  River. 

Southeastern  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Western  Iowa. 

Western  Virginia. 

West  Wisconsin. 

Wisconsin. 

Wyoming. 


BfatTOy. 


COMMITTEE  OX  SLAVERY. 


Benjamin  F.  Crary,  CA'w, 
Daniel  Wise,  /S'ec'y, 
Elisha  P.  Phelps, 
Eli  C.  Bruce, 
Henry  C.  Benson, 
Andrew  Magee, 
Alexander  Nelson, 
Mighill  Dustin, 
James  S.  Smart, 


Minnesota. 
Providence. 
Baltimore. 
Black  River. 
California. 
Central  Illinois. 
Central  Ohio. 
Cincinnati. 
Detroit. 
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Jacob  S.  M'Murray, 
Freeborn  G.  Hibbard, 
George  D.  Strout, 
Richard  A.  Caruthers, 
James  M.  Fuller, 
James  P.  Dimmitt, 
James  H.  Noble, 
Thomas  E.  Corkhill, 
Joseph  Denison, 
Lemuel  M.  Reeves, 
Joseph  Colby, 
Henry  Penfield, 
Nathan  Shumate, 
Henry  T.  Davis, 
Nicholas  Vansant, 
John  H.  Twombly, 
James  Thurston, 
Abraham  K.  Street, 
Paul  R.  Brown, 
Robert  M.  Hatfield, 
John  V.  R.  Miller, 
George  W.  Breckenridge, 
George  M.  Boyd, 
Thomas  C.  Golden, 
Barzillai  N.  Spahr, 
Edward  G.  Andrews, 
Thomas  H.  Pearne, 
George  Barton, 
David  L.  Dempsey, 
William  T.  Harlow, 
Williamson  Terrill, 
Alfred  B.  Nisbet, 
Or  en  Gregg, 
George  ClifFord, 
William  D.  Malcom, 
Sanford  Haines, 
John  W,  Reger, 
James  Lawson, 
Caleb  D.  Pillsbuiy, 
Horatio  R.  Clark, 


East  Baltimore. 

East  Genesee. 

East  Maine, 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Nebraska. 

Newark. 

New  England. 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York. 

New  York  East. 

North  Indiana. 

North  Ohio. 

Northwest  Indiana. 

Northwest  Wisconsin. 

Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 

Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Rock  River. 

Southeastern  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois.   ^ 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Western  Iowa. 

Western  Virginia. 

West  Wisconsin. 

Wisconsin. 

Wyoming. 


IVIay  3. 
FiEST  Day. 
Afternoon. 
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:M:ay  3. 

F1B6T  Day. 
Afternoon. 
Hiasions. 


COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 


William  H.  Goode,  CKn, 
Isaac  W.  Wiley,  Sec^y^ 
John  Lanahan, 
Gardner  Baker, 
Henry  C.  Benson, 
Andrew  Magee, 
William  L.  Harris, 
William  Nast, 
Seth  Reed, 

George  D.  Chenowetli, 
Augustus  C.  George, 
Lorenzo  D.  Wardwell, 
Moses  Hill, 
Thomas  Carlton, 
Asa  S.  M'Coy, 
James  Hill, 
William  F.  Cowles, 
Joseph  Denison, 
Lemuel  M.  Reeves, 
Henry  M.  Blake, 
Francis  B,  Bangs, 
Henry  Roth, 
James  Shumate, 
Henry  T.  Davis, 
Miner  Raymond, 
James  Thurston, 
William  E.  Perry, 
Morris  D'C.  Crawford, 
Robert  M.  Hatfield, 
Adam  Poe, 
John  L.  Smith, 
Chauncey  Hobart, 
Augustine  M.  Alexander, 
William  H.  Olin, 
James  H,  Wilbur, 
John  P.  Durbin, 
Charles  A.  Holmes, 
David  Patten, 
Luke  Hitchcock, 
John  H.  Barth, 


North  Indiana. 

Newark. 

Baltimore. 

Black  River. 

California. 

Central  Illinois. 

Central  Ohio. 

Cincinnati. 

Detroit. 

East  Baltimore. 

East  Genesee. 

East  Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Nebraska. 

New  England. 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York. 

New  York  East. 

North  Ohio, 

Northwest  Indiana. 

Northwest  Wisconsin. 

Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 

Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Providence. 

Rock  River. 

Southeastern  Indiana. 
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Nelson  E.  Cobleisrh, 

Southern  Illinois. 

]May  S. 

O       ' 

First  Day. 

Stephen  D.  Brown, 

Troy. 

Afternoon, 

George  Clifford, 

Upper  Iowa. 

David  B.  M'Kenzie, 

Vermont. 

Sanford  Haines, 

Western  Iowa. 

John  W.  Reger, 

Western  Virginia. 

James  Lawson, 

West  Wisconsin. 

Henry  Bannister, 

Wisconsin. 

Horatio  R.  Clark, 

Wyoming. 

COMMITTEE   ON 

EDUCATION. 

Edaoation. 

Frederick  Merrick,  CKn 

,     Ohio. 

Jabez  Brooks,  /Sec'y, 

Minnesota. 

N.  J,  B.  Morgan, 

Baltimore. 

John  W.  Armstrong, 

Black  River. 

Jesse  T.  Peck, 

California. 

Oliver  S.  Munsell, 

Central  Illinois. 

Alexander  Kelson, 

Central  Ohio. 

Lorenzo  D.  M'Cabe, 

Cincinnati. 

Thomas  C.  Gardnei', 

Detroit. 

Benjamin  B.  Hamlin, 

East  Baltimore. 

John  M.  Reid, 

East  Genesee. 

Albert  Church, 

East  Maine. 

Calvin  Kingsley, 

Erie. 

John  B.  Wentworth, 

Genesee. 

Asa  S.  M'Coy, 

Illinois. 

Wm.  M'K.  Hester, 

Indiana. 

Charles  Elliott, 

Iowa. 

Joseph  Denison, 

Kansas. 

Isaac  F.  Hai-rison, 

Kentucky. 

Charles  F.  Allen, 

Maine. 

Thomas  H.  Sinex, 

Michigan. 

Samuel  Huffman, 

Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Jason  G,  Miller, 

Nebraska. 

Isaac  W.  Wiley, 

Newark. 

Joseph  Cummings, 

New  England. 

Albert  C.  Manson, 

New  Hampshire. 

Abraham  K.  Street, 

New  Jersey. 

Davis  W.  Clark, 

New  York. 

Benjamin  Pilsbury, 

New  York  East. 

Reuben  D.  Robinson, 

North  Indiana. 

Adam  Poe, 

North  Ohio. 
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M:ay  2. 

FiBST  Day. 
Afternoon. 


Aaron  "Wood, 
Cliauncey  Ilobart, 
Albert  S.  Graves, 
Thomas  H.  Pearne, 
James  Cunningham, 
Israel  C.  Pershing, 
David  Patten, 
William  B.  Harlow, 
Giles  C.  Smith, 
Nelson  E.  Cobleigh, 
Bostwick  Hawley, 
Richard  W.  Keeler, 
William  D.  Malcom, 
Sanford  Haines, 
James  L.  Clark, 
MattheAV  Bennett, 
Henry  Bannister, 
Reuben  Nelson, 


Northwest  Indiana. 

Northwest  Wisconsin. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 

Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Providence. 

Rock  River. 

Southeastern  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Western  Iowa. 

Western  Virginia. 

West  Wisconsin. 

Wisconsin. 

Wyoming. 


Laj  Delegation. 


COMMITTEE   ON   LAY   DELEGATION. 


Edward  Thomson,  CA'w, 
Henry  C,  Benson,  iSec^y, 
Elisha  P.  Phelps, 
Lafayette  D.  White, 
Richard  Haney, 
Leonard  B.  Gurley, 
Mighill  Dustin, 
William  E.  Bigelow, 
William  Hardin, 
Sylvester  Congdon, 
Albert  Church, 
Niram  Norton, 
James  M.  Fuller, 
Samson  Shinn, 
James  Hall, 
Thomas  E.  Corkhill, 
Hugh  D.  Fisher, 
Lemuel  M.  Reeves, 
George  Webber, 
Horace  Hall, 
Daniel  Cobb, 
Nathan  Shumate, 


North  Ohio. 

California. 

Baltimore. 

Black  River. 

Central  Illinois. 

Central  Ohio. 

Cincinnati. 

Detroit. 

East  Baltimore. 

East  Genesee. 

East  Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Missouri  and  Arkansas. 
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Henry  T.  Davis, 
Stacey  W.  Hilliard, 
James  Porter, 

Nebraska.                           ^^^y  ^^ 

^,            ,                                         FiKST  Day. 
iS  ewark.                                      Aftemom. 

New  England. 

James  Thurston, 

New  Hampshire. 

Samuel  Y.  Monroe, 

New  Jersey. 

Randolph  S.  Foster, 
John  Miley, 

New  York. 
New  York  East. 

John  V.  R.  Miller, 

North  Indiana. 

Jacob  M.  Stallard, 

Northwest  Indiana. 

Thomas  C.  Golden, 

Northwest  Wisconsin. 

John  W.  White, 

Ohio. 

Edward  G.  Andrews, 

Oneida. 

James  H.  Wilbur, 

Oregon. 

xVdam  Wallace, 
William  A.  Davidson, 

Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 

William  H.  Richards, 

Providence. 

Thomas  M.  Eddy, 

Rock  River. 

Giles  C.  Smith, 

Southeastern  Indiana. 

Alfred  B.  Nisbet, 

Southern  Illinois. 

Bostwick  Hawley, 
Horatio  W.  Houghton, 

Troy. 
Upper  Iowa. 

Putnam  P.  Ray, 

Vermont. 

Sanford  Haines, 

Western  Iowa. 

James  L.  Clark, 

Western  Virginia. 

Matthew  Bennett, 

West  Wisconsin. 

Matthias  Himebaugh, 

Wisconsin. 

George  Peck, 

Wyoming. 

OX  SUXDAY-SCHOOLS 

AXD   TRACT   CAUSE.                Sunday-Schools 

and  Tracts. 

James  Porter,  CA'tz, 

New  England. 

0.  S.  Munsell,  Se(^y^ 

Central  Illinois. 

Elisha  P.  Phelps, 

Baltimore. 

John  B.  Foote, 

Black  River. 

Isaac  Owen, 

California. 

Thomas  H.  Wilson, 

Central  Ohio, 

Moses  Smith, 

Cincinnati. 

Elijah  H.  Pilcher, 

Detroit. 

George  D.  Chenoweth, 

East  Baltimore. 

William  H.  Goodwin, 

East  Genesee. 

George  D.  Strout, 

East  Maine. 

Richard  A.  Caruthers, 

Erie. 

Thomas  Carlton, 

Genesee. 
3 
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Henry  F.  Koeneke, 
George  W.  "Walker, 
William  F.  Cowles, 
Joseph  Denison, 
Isaac  F.  Harrison, 
Henry  M,  Blake, 
Horace  Hall, 
Daniel  Cobb, 
Samuel  Hufiman, 
Jason  G.  Miller, 
Alexander  L.  Brice, 
Albert  C.  Manson, 
Charles  H,  Whitecar, 
Joseph  B.  Wakeley, 
George  W.  "Woodruff, 
Reuben  D.  Robinson, 
Henry  Whiteman, 
Jacob  M.  Stallard, 
Chauncey  Hobart, 
Augustine  M.  Alexander, 
John  T.  Wright, 
James  H.  Wilbur, 
Adara  Wallace, 
Isaac  N.  Baird, 
Daniel  Wise, 
William  F.  Stewart, 
John  H.  Barth, 
Alfred  B.  Nisbet, 
Bostwick  Hawley, 
Henry  Fiegenbaum, 
David  B.  M'Kenzie, 
David  N.  Smith, 
James  L.  Clark, 
James  Lawson, 
Samuel  C.  Thomas, 
Reuben  Nelson, 


Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Nebraska. 

Newark. 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York. 

New  York  East. 

North  Indiana. 

North  Ohio. 

Northwest  Indiana. 

Northwest  Wisconsin. 

Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 

Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Providence. 

Rock  River. 

Southeastern  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Western  Iowa. 

Western  Virginia. 

West  Wisconsin. 

Wisconsin. 

Wyoming. 


Bevisals. 


COMMITTEE   ON  REVISALS. 


Davis  W.  Clark,  CKn, 
Samuel  C.  Brown,  /Sec'y, 
John  Lanahan, 
John  W.  Armstrong, 


New  York. 
Providence. 
Baltimore. 
Black  River. 
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Jesse  T.  Peck, 
Oliver  S.  Munsell, 
Thomas  H,  Wilson, 
Moses  Smith, 
William  E,  Bigelow, 
Jacob  S.  M'Murray, 
Kasimii"  P.  Jervis, 
George  D.  Strout, 
Niram  Norton, 
James  M.  Fuller, 
William  H.  H,  Moore, 
George  W.  Walker, 
Charles  Elliott, 
Joseph  Denison, 
Lemuel  M.  Reeves, 
George  Webber, 
Francis  B.  Bangs, 
Jabez  Brooks, 
Daniel  Huffman, 
Henry  T.  Davis, 
Nicholas  Vansant, 
Miner  Raymond, 
James  Pike, 
William  E.  Perry, 
John  Miley, 
William  H.  Goode, 
Henry  Whiteman, 
John  L.  Smith, 
Chauncey  Hobart, 
Frederick  Merrick, 
Daniel  W.  Bristol, 
Thomas  H.  Pearne^ 
James  Cunningham, 
William  A.  Davidson, 
Luke  Hitchcock, 
Thomas  H.  Lynch, 
James  B.  Corrington, 
William  Griffin, 
Alpha  J.  Kynett, 
Putnam  P.  Ray, 
Sanford  Haines, 
James  L.  Clark, 


California. 

Central  Illinois. 

Central  Ohio. 

Cincinnati. 

Detroit. 

East  Baltimore. 

East  Genesee. 

East  Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Nebraska. 

Newark. 

New  England. 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York  East. 

North  Indiana. 

North  Ohio. 

Northwest  Indiana. 

Northwest  Wisconsin. 

Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 

Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Rock  River. 

Southeastern  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Western  Iowa. 

Western  Virorinia. 


IMay  2. 
First  Dat. 

Afternoon. 
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Miay  S. 

Matthew  Bennett, 

West  Wisconsin. 

Femt  Day. 

Matthias  Himebaugh, 

Wisconsin. 

Horatio  R.  Clark, 

Wyoming. 

German  'Work. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

GERMAN  WORK. 

George  Peck,  C7i'w, 

Wyoming. 

Israel  C.  Pershing,  ^S'ec'y, 

Pittsburgh. 

Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan, 

Baltimore. 

Eli  C.  Brace, 

Black  River. 

Isaac  Owen, 

California. 

Andrew  Magee, 

Central  Illinois, 

Alexander  Nelson, 

Central  Ohio. 

William  Nast, 

Cincinnati. 

James  S.  Smart, 

Detroit. 

Benjamin  B.  Hamlin, 

East  Baltimore. 

Kasimir  P.  Jervis, 

East  Genesee. 

Albert  Church, 

East  Maine. 

James  W.  Lowe, 

Erie. 

Thomas  Carlton,v 

Genesee. 

Henry  Bennett, 

Illinois. 

James  H.  Noble, 

Indiana. 

William  F.  Cowles, 

Iowa. 

Hugh  D.  Fisher, 

Kansas. 

Lemuel  M.  Reeves, 

Kentucky. 

Charles  F.  Allen, 

Maine. 

Thomas  H.  Sinex, 

Michigan. 

Henry  Roth, 

Minnesota. 

Nathan  Shumate, 

Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Jason  G.  Miller, 

Nebraska. 

Isaac  W,  Wiley, 

Newark. 

David  Sherman, 

New  England. 

Elisha  Adams, 

.  New  Hampshire. 

William  E.  Perry, 

New  Jersey. 

John  W.  Lindsay, 

New  York. 

John  Miley, 

New  York  East. 

John  V.  R.  Miller, 

North  Indiana. 

Jacob  Rothweiler, 

North  Ohio. 

Aaron  Wood, 

Northwest  Indiana. 

Chauncey  Hobart, 

Northwest  Wisconsin 

John  W.  White, 

Ohio. 

William  H.  Olin, 

Oneida, 

James  H.  Wilbur, 

Oregon. 
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Joseph  Mason, 
William  H.  Richards, 
George  L.  Mulfinger, 
John  H.  Barth, 
Philip  Kuhl, 
Oren  Gregg, 
Henry  Fiegenbaum, 
William  D.  Malcom, 
David  N.  Smith, 
John  W.  Reger, 
James  Lawson, 
Matthias  Himebaugh, 


Philadelphia. 
Providence. 
Rock  River. 
Southeastern  Indiana. 
Southern  Illinois. 
Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 
Vermont. 
Western  Iowa. 
Western  Virginia. 
West  Wisconsin, 
Wisconsin. 


Miay  Q. 

FiBfiT  Day. 
Afternoon. 


COMMITTEE   ON  THE   STATE   OF  THE   COUNTRY. 


State  of  the 
Country. 


Joseph  Cummings,  GKn., 
Granville  Moody,  >Sec'y, 
John  Lanahan, 
Isaac  S.  Bingham, 
Jesse  T.  Peck, 
Oliver  S.  Munsell, 
Leonard  B.  Gurley, 
Thomas  C.  Gardner, 
Thomas  M.  Reese, 
Augustus  C.  George, 
George  D.  Strout, 
James  W.  Lowe, 
John  B.  Wentworth, 
Asa  S.  M'Coy, 
George  W.  Walker, 
William  F.  Cowles, 
Hugh  D.  Fisher, 
Lemuel  M.  Reeves, 
Joseph  Colby, 
Thomas  H.  Sinex, 
Daniel  Cobb, 
Samuel  Huffman, 
Jason  G.  Miller, 
Nicholas  Vansant, 
James  Pike, 
Charles  H.  Whitecar, 
Joseph  B.  Wakeley, 
George  W.  Woodruff, 


New  England. 

Cincinnati. 

Baltimore. 

Black  River. 

California. 

Central  Illinois. 

Central  Ohio. 

Detroit. 

East  Baltimore. 

East  Genesee. 

East  Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Missoui'i  and  Arkansas. 

Nebraska. 

Newark. 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York. 

New  York  East. 
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Miay  S. 

F1K8T  Dat. 
Afternoon. 


Orange  V.  Lemon, 
Edward  Thomson, 
George  M,  Boyd, 
Chauncey  Hobart, 
John  W.  White, 
William  H.  Olin, 
Thomas  H,  Pearue, 
William  M'Combs, 
James  Henderson, 
David  Patten, 
William  F.  Stewart, 
Giles  C.  Smith, 
Nelson  E.  Cobleigh, 
Joseph  E.  King, 
Richard  W.  Keeler, 
William  D.  Malcom, 
Sanford  Haines, 
John  W.  Reger, 
James  Lawson, 
Caleb  D.  Pillsbury, 
Horatio  R.  Clark, 


North  Indiana. 

North  Ohio. 

Northwest  Indiana. 

Northwest  Wisconsin. 

Ohio. 

Oneida. 

Oregon. 

Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Providence. 

Rock  River. 

Southeastern  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Western  Iowa, 

Western  Virginia. 

West  Wisconsin. 

Wisconsin. 

Wyoming. 


Appeals. 


COMMITTEE  OX  APPEALS. 

One  of  the  Bishops,  CA'w. 
One  of  the  Secretar's,  Sec^y. 

Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,  Baltimore. 

Gardner  Baker,  Black  River. 

Henry  C.  Benson,  California. 

William  H.  Hunter,  Central  Illinois. 

Thomas  H.  Wilson,  Central  Ohio. 

Lorenzo  D.  M'Cabe,  Cincinnati. 

William  E.  Bigelow,  Detroit. 

Charles  B.  Tippett,  East  Baltimore. 

Sylvester  L.  Congdon,  East  Genesee. 

Albert  Church,  East  Maine. 

William  F.  Wilson,  Erie. 

John  B.  Wentworth,  Genesee. 

James  P.  Dimmitt,  Illinois. 

James  Hill,  Indiana. 

Thomas  E.  Corkhill,  Iowa. 

Hugh  D.  Fisher,  Kansas. 

Isaac  F.  Harrison,  Kentucky. 
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George  Webber, 

Maine.                                 ^^^  ^- 

_  _.   -  .                                                FresT  Day. 

Henry  Penfield, 

Michigan.                                      A/lemoon. 

Jabez  Brooks, 

Minnesota. 

Nathan  Shumate, 

Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Jason  G.  Miller, 

Nebraska. 

Jonathan  T.  Crane, 

Newark. 

Joseph  Cummings, 

New  England. 

James  Pike, 

New  Hampshire. 

William  E.  Perry, 

New  Jersey. 

Paul  R.  Brown, 

New  York. 

Benjamin  Pilsbury, 

New  York  East. 

John  V.  R.  Miller, 

North  Indiana. 

George  W.  Breckenridge 

North  Ohio. 

Jacob  M.  Stallard, 

Northwest  Indiana. 

Thomas  C.  Golden, 

Northwest  Wisconsin. 

Augustine  M.  Alexander, 

Ohio. 

Daniel  A.  Whedon, 

Oneida. 

James  H.  Wilbur, 

Oregon. 

David  W.  Bartine, 

Philadelphia. 

Samuel  H.  Xesbit, 

Pittsburgh. 

David  Patten, 

Providence. 

William  F.  Stewart, 

Rock  River. 

Thomas  H.  Lynch, 

Southeastern  Indiana. 

James  B.  Corrington, 

Southern  Illinois. 

Desevignia  Starks, 

Troy. 

Alpha  J.  Kynett, 

Upper  Iowa. 

Andes  T.  Bullard, 

Vermont. 

David  N.  Smith, 

Western  Iowa. 

James  L.  Clark, 

Western  Virginia. 

Matthew  Bennett, 

West  Wisconsin. 

Caleb  B.  Pillsbury, 

Wisconsin. 

Hem-y  Brownscombe, 

Wyoming. 

A  motion  by  John  M.  Reid,  to  meet  at  eight  o'clock 
this  evening  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  commit- 
tees, was  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Ralph  W. 
Allen,  by  a  vote  of  102  to  68. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned. 

After  the  Doxology  was  sung,  the  Benediction  was 
pronounced  by  William  H.  Goode. 
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Miay  3. 

Second  Day. 
Morning. 


TUESDAY  MORXIXG,  MAY  3. 


Opening  of  Con- 
ference. 


Calling  of  Roll 
dispensed 
vritb. 


Journal      read 
and  approved. 


Committee  on 
Rules  of  Order 
reported. 

Amendment 
adopted. 


Subject  laid  on 
the  table  to  re- 
ceive the  Brit- 

.  ish  Deles^ates. 


The  Conference  assembled  at  half  past  eight  o'clock 
A.M.,  Bishop  Simpson  in  the  chair. 

The  religious  services,  consisting  of  reading  the  fifth 
chapter  of  Matthew,  singing,  and  prayer,  were  con- 
ducted by  John  W.  Armstrong,  of  the  Black  River 
Conference. 

On  motion  of  James  M.  Fuller,  the  calling  of  the 
roll  was  dispensed  with  for  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion unless  otherwise  ordered. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  morning  session  was  read 
and  approved. 

The  Joui-nal  of  the  afternoon  session  was  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion  of  Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  the  order  of  business 
was  suspended  to  enable  the  Committee  on  Rules  of 
Order  to  report. 

The  committee  presented  their  report. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adopt  the  report ;  whereupon 
Lucius  H.  King  moved  that  the  words  "in  his  place" 
be  stricken  out  from  the  tenth  rule. 

The  amendment  prevailed  by  a  vote  of  124  to  57. 

Jonathan  T.  Crane  moved  to  add  to  the  thirteenth 
rule  the  words,  "  when  a  motion  is  lost  by  a  tie  vote, 
a  motion  to  reconsider  must  come  from  the  nega- 
tive." 

On  motion  of  Isaac  N".  Baird,  the  whole  subject  was 
laid  on  the  table,  to  take  up  the  order  of  the  day, 
namely :  The  reception  of  delegates  from  the  British 
and  Irish  Conferences. 

John  P.  Durbin,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Reception,  now  introduced  Rev.  "W.  L.  Thornton,  M.A., 
Delegate  from  the  British  Conference,  to  Bishop  Mor- 
ris, who  introduced  him  to  the  other  bishops  and  the 
Conference. 

Rev.  Robinson  Scott,  D.D.,  Delegate  from  the  Irish 
Conference,  was  introduced  in  tlie  same  form. 

Rev.  Mr.  Thornton  presented  the  Address  of  the 
British  Conference,  which  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 
[For  Address,  see  A2)pendix  B,  I.'] 
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Rev.  Mr.  Thornton  then  addressed  the  Conference.     May  3. 
[See  Appendix  B,  X.]  ^Monung^' 

The  following  resolutions,  signed  by  Edward  Thom- 
son and  Lucius  H.  King,  were  then  adopted,  namely: 

Besolved,  1.  That  we  have  Hstened  with  profound  pleasure  and   Eesolutions  re- 
sympathy  to  the  address  of  the  British  Conference  and  to  the  sup-     \^^^  ^o  Brit- 
plementary  discourse  of  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Thornton,  M.  A.,  the  delegate     '»'"  Delegate. 
from  that  body. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  address  of  the  British  Conference  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  five  to  draft  a  reply. 

Besolved,  3.  That  we  extend  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thornton  our  most 
cordial  Christian  greetings,  and  tender  him  our  hearty  thanks  for  his 
able  address,  so  full  of  sound  sentiment,  touching  the  great  interests 
of  our  Church  and  country. 

Besolved,  4.  That  Rev.  ilr.  Thornton  be  requested  to  furnish  for 
publication  a  copy  of  his  eloquent  address  to  this  body, 

Rev.  Dr.  Scott  presented  the  address  of  the  Irish 
Conference,  and  also  a  letter  from  the  College  Commit- 
tee and  President  of  the  Irish  Conference  commission- 
ing Dr.  Scott  "  to  devote  himself  to  the  completion  of 
the  fund  for  the  increase  of  Wesleyan  Agency  in  Ire- 
land."    [See  AppeJicUx  B,  HI  and  lY.] 

After  they  were  read,  on  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  an 
addi-ess  from  Dr.  Scott  to  this  body  was  made  a  special 
order  for  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Kasimir  P.  Jervis  moved  that  when  Conference  ad- 
journs it  shall  be  to  meet  at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

Samuel  H.  Nesbit  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  two 
and  a  half  instead  of  three,  which  amendment,  on  mo- 
tion of  James  S.  Smart,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
original  motion  prevailed. 

The  report  of  Committee  on  Rules  was  then  taken  Eeport  of  Com- 
np.     Daniel  Curry  ojSered  as  a  substitute  for  the  pend-    Kuiesresumed. 
ing  amendment  of  Jonathan  T.  Crane  the  following : 
"  It  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  voting  with  the 
prevailing  side  to  move  a  reconsideration,"  which  sub- 
stitute was  adopted. 

Rule  No.  13  as  thus  amended  Avas  adopted,  and  the 
report  as  a  whole  was  then  adopted,  as  follows : 


RULES. 

1.  The  Conference  shall  meet  at  eight  and  a  half  o'clock  A.  M., 
and  adjourn  at  twelve  M. ;  but  may  alter  tlie  time  of  meeting  and 
adjournment  at  their  discretion. 

2.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the  hour  to 
which  the  Conference  stood  adjourned,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
opened  by  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer ;  and 
on  the  appearance  of  a' quorum  of  ''  two  tliirds  of  the  representatives 


Eiiles  of  Order. 
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Miay  3.      of  all  the  annual  conferences,"  shall  have  the  Journals  of  the  pre- 
Secoxd  Day.     ceding  session  read  and  approved,  and  the  business  of  the  Confer- 
Moming.        ence  shall  proceed  in  the  following  order,  namely : 

(1.)  Petitions,  Memorials,  and  Appeals ;  in  calling  for  which  the 
Annual  Conferences  shall  be  named  in  alphabetical  order. 

(2.)  Reports,  first  of  the  standing,  and  then  of  the  select  com- 
mittees. 

(3.)  Miscellaneous  business. 

3.  The  President  shall  decide  all  questions  of  order  subject  to  an 
appeal  to  the  Conference ;  but  in  case  of  such  appeal  the  question 
shall  be  taken  without  debate. 

4.  He  sliall  appoint  all  committees  not  otherwise  specially  ordered 
by  the  Conference. 

5.  On  assigning  the  floor  to  any  member  of  the  Conference  he 
shall  distinctly  announce  the  name  of  the  member  to  whom  it  is 
assigned,  and  the  Conference  he  represents. 

6.  All  motions  or  resolutions  introduced  by  any  member  shall  be 
reduced  to  writing,  if  the  President,  Secretary,  or  any  two  members 
request  it. 

7.  When  a  motion  or  resolution  is  made  and  seconded,  or  a  report 
presented,  and  is  read  by  the  Secretary  or  stated  by  the  President,  it 
shall  be  deemed  in  possession  of  the  Conference ;  bat  any  motion  or 

V  resolution  may  be   withdrawn  by  the  mover  at  any  time  before 

amendment  or  decision. 

8.  AU  motions  to  postpone  or  to  lay  on  the  table  shall  be  taken 
without  debate. 

9.  No  new  motion  or  resolution  shall  be  entertained  until  the  one 
under  consideration  is  disposed  of,  which  may  be  done  by  adoption 
or  rejection,  unless  one  of  the  following  motions  should  intervene, 
which  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
placed,  namely :  Indefinite  postponement,  laying  on  the  table,  refer- 
ence to  a  committee,  postponement  to  a  given  time,  amendment  or  a 
substitute,  which  also  may  be  amended. 

10.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in  debate,  or  to  deliver 
any  matter  to  the  Conference,  he  shall  rise  and  respectfully  address 
the  President. 

11.  No  member  shall  be  interrupted  when  speaking,  except  by 
the  President  to  call  him  to  order  when  he  departs  from  the  ques- 
tion, or  uses  personalities  or  disrespectful  language ;  but  any  mem- 
ber may  call  the  attention  of  the  President  to  the  subject  when  he 
deems  a  speaker  out  of  order,  and  any  member  may  explain  if  he 
thinks  himself  misrepresented. 

12.  No  person  shall  speak  more  tlian  twice  on  the  same  question, 
nor  more  than  fifteen  minutes  at  one  time,  without  leave  of  the  Con- 
ference; nor  shall  any  person  speak  more  than  once  untQ  every 
member  choosing  to  speak  shall  have  spoken. 

13.  "When  any  motion  or  resolution  shall  have  been  acted  upon  by 
the  Conference,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  who  voted  with 
the  prevailing  side  to  move  a  reconsideration. 

14.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service  of  the  Con- 
ference without  leave,  unless  he  is  sick  or  unable  to  attend. 

15.  No  member  shaU  be  allowed  to  vote  on  any  question  who  is 
not  within  the  bar  at  the  time  when  such  question  is  put  by  the 
President,  except  by  leave  of  the  Conference  when  such  member  has 
been  necessarily  absent. 

16.  Every  member  who  is  within  the  bar  at  the  time  the  question 
is  put  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  Conference  for  special  reasons 
excuse  him. 

17.  No  resolution  altering  or  rescinding  any  rule  of  Discipline 
shall  be  adopted  until  it  shall  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
Conference  at  least  one  day. 
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18.  It  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  to  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  any  question  before  the  Conference,  and  if  the  call  be  sus- 
tained by  twenty-five  members  present,  the  vote  thereon  shall  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

19.  It  shall  be  in  order  to  move  that  the  question  be  taken  with- 
out further  debate  on  any  measure  pending  before  the  General  Con- 
ference, except  in  cases  in  which  character  is  involved ;  and  if  sus- 
tained by  a  vote  of  two  thirds,  the  question  shall  be  so  taken. 

20.  A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  always  be  in  order,  and  shall  be 
decided  w'thout  debate. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  certificates  of  delegates 
from  the  Kentucky  Conference,  namely :  Lemuel  M. 
Reeves  and  Isaac  F.  Harrison. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  Isaac  F.  Harrison  was 
substituted  for  William  A.  Dotson  on  all  the  com- 
mittees on  which  he  had  been  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Davis  W.  Clark,  it  was  ordered  that 
nine  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  of  any  standing 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Reuben  Nelson,  it  Avas  ordered  that 
the  rules  and  the  names  of  the  several  standing  com- 
mittees, when  such  committees  shall  have  been  organ- 
ized, be  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  and  a  copy  be  fur- 
nished to  each  member  of  the  Conference. 

A  motion,  offered  by  Hugh  D.  Fisher,  that  eight  be 
added  to  the  Committee  on  Freedraen,  and  that  the 
interests  of  the  white  refugees  from  the  states  in  rebell- 
ion be  submitted  to  such  committee,  did  not  prevail. 

James  M'Kendree  Reiley  moved  that  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed,  to  be  denominated  the  Committee  on 
Colored  Membership ;  pending  the  consideration  of 
which  the  Conference  adjourned  by  limitation  of  time. 

After  the  Doxology  was  sung,  the  Benediction  was 
pronounced  by  Elijah  H.  Pilcher. 


M:ay  3. 

Second  Dat 
Morning. 


of 

Kentucky  Con- 
ference take 
their  seat. 


I.   F.    Harrison 
appointed  on 
committees. 


Quorum  of 
committees. 


Kules  and  com- 
mittees to  be 
printed  in 

pamphlet 
form. 


Conference   ad- 
journed. 


TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAT  3. 


Afternoon. 


Conference  met   at  three  o'clock,  pursuant  to  ad-  Opening  of  ses- 
journment.  Bishop  Scott  m  the  chair. 

The  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Jesse  T. 
Peck,  of  the  California  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved,   journal   read. 

On  motion  of  James  S.  Smart,  the  order  of  business 
was  suspended. 
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Joseph  Mason  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted,  namely : 


ship. 


MEay  3. 

SECom)  Day. 
AfUimoon. 

Committee    on        Besolved,  That  the  presiding  elders  of  the  North  and  South  Phila- 
PnbUc    Wor-    delphia  Districts,  and  the  pastors  of  the  Union,  St.  George's,  Fifth- 
street,  Emorv,  Ebenezer,  Wliarton-street,  and  Kensington  Churches, 
Philadelphia,  and  of  the  Third-street  Church  in  Camden,  be  a  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Worship. 


David  Patten  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
namely : 

)n       Resohed,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  consider  and 
°^  report  a  plan  for  the  appropriate  observance  of  the  approaching  Cen- 
tenary of  American  Methodism. 

Samuel  H.  Xesbit  moved  to  amend  by  constituting 
the  committee  of  one  from  each  delegation,  which 
amendment,  on  motion  of  William  H.  Ferris,  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  adopted : 


Committee 
Centenary- 
American 
Methodism  or 
dered. 


Instructing 
committees 
reporting 
changes  in  the 
Discipline. 

Duplicates  of 
resolutions  and 
reports  or- 
dered. 

Standing  Com- 
mittees organ- 
ized. 


Resolved,  1.  That  all  committees  reporting  changes  of  Discipline 
recite  not  only  the  page,  part,  chapter,  section,  and  hue  proposed  to 
be  amended,  but  also  the  amended  paragraph  complete.. 

Resolved,  2.  That  committees  be  and  are  hereby  directed  to  furnish 
duplicates  of  their  reports,  and  persons  offering  resolutions  are  re- 
quested to  furnish  duphcates  of  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Jesse  T.  Peck,  Conference  proceeded 
to  organize  the  Standing  Committees. 

Freeborn  G.  Hibbard  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  when  the  standing  Committees  are  announced  they 
shall  severally  have  leave  to  retire  and  organize  by  appointing  a 
Chairman  and  Secretary,  and  report  their  organization  to  the  Con- 
ference. 


Alpha 
namely : 


J.  Kynett  offered  the  following  substitute, 


Committee  on 
Episcopacy  or- 
ganized. 


Resolved,  That  the  list  of  standing  Committees  be  called,  and  that 
a  temporary  chairman  be  appointed  to  call  said  committees  together 
for  permanent  organization ; 

which  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  reso- 
lution was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  retired,  and  organized 
by  appointing  Joseph  M.  Trimble  Chairman,  and 
Thomas  M.  Eddy  Secretary. 
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tees modified. 


Method  of  re- 
ferring docu- 
ments. 
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On  motion  of  Edwin  E.  Griswold,  the  action  of  the 
Conference  relating  to  the  organization  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committees  was  so  for  modified  as  to  j^ermit  the 
Conference  to  proceed  with  its  business  during  tlie 
absence  of  the  committees. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  retired  for  the  pur- 
pose of  organization. 

George  D.  Chenoweth  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adojDted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  any  member  of  this  body  presenting  any  petition, 
memorial,  or  any  other  paper  which  should  go  to  any  one  of  the 
Standing  Committees,  he  shall  name  the  committee  to  which  he 
would  have  it  referred,  and,  if  there  be  no  objection,  it  shall  be  so 
referred  without  any  vote  being  taken  thereon. 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  the  following  resolutions   Documents  for 

•^  "  reference  to  be 

■were  adopted,  namely : 

Besolved,  That  each  member  of  this  body,  presenting  memorials, 
petitions,  and  other  papers  for  reference,  shall  prepare  the  paper  by ' 
writing  in  a  plain  hand  on  the  back  of  it  the  following  items  in  the 
following  order,  namely : 

1.  Name  of  the  member  presenting  the  paper. 

2.  Conference  from  which  it  comes. 

3.  Pastoral  charge  of  the  Conference  sending  it. 

4.  Subject  to  which  it  relates. 

5.  First  name  on  the  petition. 

6.  Number  of  other  petitioners. 

7.  The  committee  to  which  he  desires  it  referred. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  published  in  connection 
with  the  Rules  of  Conference. 

On  motion  of  Elijah  H.  Pilchei-,  the  vote  suspend- 
ing the  order  of  business  was  reconsidered,  and,  on 
motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  list  of  Conferences  was  then  called  for  the  pres- 
entation of  petitions  and  memorials,  and  they  were 
presented  as  follows : 


prepared. 


How  prepared. 


List  of  Confer- 
ences called. 


CENTRAL   ILLINOIS. 

Oliver  S.  Munsell  presented  a  petition  from  the  Min- 
isterial Association  of  La  Salle  District  for  District 
Conferences,  signed  by  H.  Ritchie  and  ten  others,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 


Central  Illi- 
nois. 


EAST  BALTIMORE. 


Jacob  S.  M'Murray  presented    certain    resolutions 
from  the  East  Baltimore  Conference  relating  to  Bap- 


East 

MOBK. 


Balti- 
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Miay  3. 

Becokd  Dat. 
AJtemoon, 

MlCHZGAK. 


New  England. 


tized  Children,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals. 

MICHIGAN  COXFERENCE. 

Thomas  H.  Sinex  presented  a  memorial  from  Mar- 
shall District  concerning  District  Conferences,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

KEW  ENGLAND   CONFERENCE. 

Ralph  W.  Allen  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Quar- 
terly Conference  of  Chester  Station  in  favor  of  Ex- 
tending the  Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 


New    Yoek 


NEW  YORK  EAST  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  that  subject ;  and  so  much  of  the  Journal 
of  1864  as  relates  to  Boundaries  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 


North  Indi- 
ana. 


NORTH   INDIANA   CONFERENCE. 

William  H.  Goode  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
North  Indiana  Conference  on  Printing  Hymn  Books 
in  Raised  Letters  for  the  Blind,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 


Northwest 
Indiana. 


NORTHWEST  INDIANA   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  John  L.  Smith,  so  much  of  the  Jour- 
nal as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  that  subject. 


Northwest 
Wisconsin. 


Pbotidence. 


NORTHWEST  WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Chauncey  Hobart,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  Extension  of  the  Time  of  Min- 
isterial Service  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itin- 
erancy. 

PROVIDENCE    CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Wise,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  the  Alteration  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
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Sunday-School  Union  was  referred  to  the  Committee    y^^'^^' 

''  Second  Day. 

on  Sunday -Schools  and  Tract  Cause.  Afumoon. 

ROCK  RIVER  CONFERENCE.  Eock  Eiveb. 

Luke  Hitchcock  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
editor  of  the  Swedish  paper  in  the  Northwest  in  rela- 
tion to  sending  two  additional  Missionaries  to  Sweden, 
and  the  publication  of  a  religious  paper  in  that  coun- 
try, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

WYOMING  CONFERENCE,  Wtomejo. 

On  motion  of  Henry  Brownscorabe,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  of  1864  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

On  motion  of  John  Miley,  the  bishops  were  respect-  Charles  Elliott 
fully  requested  to  invite  Charles  Elliott  and  George     Pecb  invited 
Peck   to  occupy  seats   on  the  platform,  and   Bishop     the  platform. 
Scott,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  colleagues,  extended  to 
them  the  invitation. 

Isaac  Owen  presented  the  appeal  of  William  Will-  Appeals       of 
mot,  of  the  California,  and  Desevignia  Starks  the  ap- 
peal of  Henry  T.  Johns,  of  the  Troy  Conference,  and    h.  t.  Johns, 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals.  and 

Henry  Brownscorabe  presented  the  appeal  of  Wei-    Y^^?^^^ 
come  Smith,  of  the  Wyoming  Conference,  but  in  con- 
sequence of  the  absence  of  the  appellant  he  subse- 
quently withdrew  it. 

Thomas  Carlton  moved  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
Conference  that  no  action  ought  to  be  taken  in  case  of 
an  appeal,  unless  the  appellant  be  present  either  in 
person  or  by  attorney. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  this  motion  the  Com-  Cornmittee  on 

^  .  ,  Itinerancy  or- 

mittee  on  Itinerancy  came  into  Conference,  and  reported    gamzed. 
their   organization   by  the  appointment  of  John  M. 
Reid  Chairman,  and  Alexander  Nelson  Secretary. 

Charles  A.  Holmes  moved  that  the  Conference  do 
now  adjourn,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  Committee  on  Boundaries  retired  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  their  organization  at  the  next  session. 

James  Hill  moved  that  when  the  Conference  adjourn 
it  shall  be  to  meet  at  eight  o'clock  this  evening,  but 
the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  55  to  97. 
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Miay  3.         Qn  motion,  Conference  adjourned. 
^Afurnoan  After   singing  the  Doxology,  the  Benediction  was 

Conference  ad-  pronounced  by  David  Patten. 

journed.  • 

May  4.  WEDNESDAY  MOENING,  MAY  4. 

Third  Day.  , 

iteming.  Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Baker  in  the 

chair, 
^feren"^**^^""'       "^^^  usual  reUgious  services  were  conducted  by  Rich- 
ard Ilaney,  of  Central  Illinois  Conference. 
''ancTapproved!       ^^^  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Pastor  of  Ger-       On  motion  of  Henry  F.  Koeneke,  the  pastor  of  the 
added  to  Com-  German  Church  in  this  city  was  added  to  the  Commit- 

initteeon  Pub-    ,  t-»   i  t     -vtt        ^  • 

lie  Worship,      tcc  On  Fubiic  VV  orship. 

^^BoMdaritsr'e'^       ^^^  Committee  on  Boundaries  reported  their  organ- 
officers   *'^^^  ization  by  the  appointment  of  Richard  Haney  Chair- 
man, and  William  M'K.  Hester  Secretary. 
Canada  inu™       Bishop  Morris  introduced  to  the  Conference  Rev. 
duced.  Bishop  Richardson  and  Rev.  Thomas  Webster,  of  the 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
standing  committees,  as  they  shall  be  severally  called, 
have  leave  to  retire  for  organization,  except  during  the 
address  of  Dr.  Scott,  the  Irish  delegate,  and  that  the 
Conference  meanwhile  proceed  with  the  regular  order 
of  business. 
Committee  on       The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  was  called, 

Book  Concern 

retired  for  Or-  and  retired  for  organization. 

iSegTte°'from       Jason  G.  Miller,  of  Nebraska  Conference,  presented 
^ri*ncea?rive"d  ^^^  Certificate  of  election  as  a  delegate  to  this  body, 

seat  ^"'"''   ^''    ^^^^  *0°^  ^i^  ^^at. 

List  of  Confer-       The  Chair  called  the  list  of  conferences  for  the  pres- 

eaces  called.  .  ....  t  .    ,  t    ^i 

entation  of  petitions  and  memorials,  and  they  were 
presented  as  follows,  namely : 

Califoenia.  CALIFORNIA  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Henry  C.  Benson,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation ;  so  much  as  relates 
to  the  Extension  of  Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Itinerancy ;  so  much  as  relates  to  the 
Residence  of  a  Bishop  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy. 
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On  motion  of  Jesse  T.  Peck,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  a  Conference  in  Nevada  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries ;  and  so  much  as  relates 
to  the  CaUfornia  Christian  Advocate,  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

CENTRAL   ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE. 

Richard  Haney  presented  the  appeal  of  Rumsey 
Smithson,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appeals. 

On  motion  of  Oliver  S.  Munsell,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation ;  so  much  as  relates 
to  modification-  of  the  Presiding  Elder's  Office  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  and  so  much 
as  relates  to  a  Swedish  Paper  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern.  He  also  presented  a  memorial  from 
La  Salle  District  Ministerial  Association,  on  the  "  mode 
of  taking  depositions,"  signed  by  Rev.  H.  Ritchie  and 
ten  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals ;  and  a  memorial  from  La  Salle  Station,  ask- 
ing a  change  of  Conference  Boundaries,  signed  by  E. 
H.  Holland  and  nine  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

CENTRAL   OHIO   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  William  L.  Harris,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  superannuated  preachers  living 
out  of  the  bounds  of  other  conferences  Avas  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy.  ^ 

CINCINNATI   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  William  Nast,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  German  Conferences  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  German  Work. 

On  motion  of  William  Young,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  the  Election  of  Presiding  Elders,  and  to 
the  Extension  of  the  Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

DETROIT    CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  C.  Gardner,  so  much  of  the 
Journal    as    relates  to    Lay  Delegation,  State  of  the 
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Country,  and  Slavery,  was  referred  to  the  committees 
on  those  subjects  respectively. 


East  Baltj^ 

HOBE, 


East  Genesee. 


G-BXESEE. 


EAST  BALTIMORE   CONFERENCE, 

On  motion  of  William  Harden,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  and  Boundaries 
was  appropriately  referred. 

On  motion  of  Jacob  S.  M'Murray,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery,  Revision  of  Discipline, 
and  State  of  the  Country,  was  referred  to  the  respect- 
ive committees  on  those  subjects. 

• 

EAST  GENESEE  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  John  M.  Reid,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  Boundaries  and  Extension  of  Time  was 
respectively  referred  to  the  Committees  on  Boundaries 
and  on  Itinerancy. 

On  motion  of  Sylvester  L.  Congdon,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 

GENESEE   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  John  B.  Went  worth,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  and  Extension 
of  Time  was  referred  to  the  Committees  on  Lay  Del- 
egation and  Itinerancy  respectively. 


iLUHOig,  '  ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Asa  S.  M'Coy,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  Extension  of  Time  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Itinerancy,  and  that  relating  to  Lay 
Delegation  to  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 

On  motion  of  William  H.  H.  Moore,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Changing  the  Time  of  Holding 
the  General  Conference  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Itinerancy. 

Ihbiana.  INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  James  Hill,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  Boundaries,  Lay  Representation,  Cente- 
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nary   of  Methodism,  and  State  of  the  Country,  was     J^^^  ^- 

•'  1  HIBD  DAT. 

appropriately  referred.  Morning. 

KANSAS   CONFERENCE.  Kaksas. 

On  motion  of  Hugh  D.  Fisher,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  rehites  to  German  Conferences  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work ;  that  relating 
to  Lay  Delegation,  to  the  Committee  on  that  subject ; 
and  that  relating  to  Extension  of  Time,  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Itinerancy. 

MAINE   CONFERENCE.  Maikk. 

On  motion  of  George  Webber,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 

MICHIGAN   CONFERENCE.  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  H.  Sinex,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  members  of  Annual  Conferences 
attending  Biblical  Institutes  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals. 

MINNESOTA  CONFERENCE.  Miniobota- 

On  motion  of  Jabez  Brooks,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  and  the  German  Work 
was  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

Daniel  Cobb  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by  Levi 
Gleason  and  seventeen  others,  asking  that  a  Book 
Depository  be  established  in  St.  Paul,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 


MISSOURI  AND  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE.  Mbsoitei  Aia> 

AKKAN8A8. 

On  motion  of  Nathan  Shumate,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  refers  to  a  Division  of  the  Conference  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


NEWARK  CONFERENCE.  Nzwabk. 

On  motion  of  Isaac  W.  Wiley,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  Supernumerary  Relation  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
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On  motion  of  David  Sherman,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery  and  Lay  Delegation  was 
referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 


New  Hamp- 

SIUBK. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  James  Pike,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation,  Extension  of  Time,  and 
rearrangement  of  Discipline,  was  referred  respectively 
to  the  committees  on  Lay  Delegation,  Itinerancy,  and 
Revisals. 


j:4BW   JeSSET. 


jnbw  Yokk. 


NEW  JERSEY   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Charles  H.  Whitecar,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  Supernumerary  Relation  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

NEW  YORK  CONFERENCE.     • 

On  motion  of  Randolph  S.  Foster,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Boimdaries,  Lay  Delegation, 
Slavery,  and  the  German  Work,  was  referred  to  the 
I'espective  committees  on  those  subjects ;  and  that 
relating  to  the  Pastoral  Relation,  and  the  Resolutions 
from  Poughkeepsie  District  in  relation  to  Trustees, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Morris  D'C.  Crawford  presented  sundry  resolutions 
from  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 


East. 


YoEi  NEW    YORK  EAST  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  Slavery  and  the  State  of  the  Country  was 
appropriately  referred. 


.BTH 
>NA. 


iNBit-  NORTH  INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  John  V.  R.  Miller,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  and  State  of  the 
Country  was  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 


1864.]  Journal  of  the  General  Conference.  63 

William  H.  Goode  presented  the  appeal  of  J.  T.      ^^y  4. 

.  ,  ^      .  \  .  f.  Third  Day. 

Donanoo,  with  accompanying  papers,  and  it  was  reier-      Morning. 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals.  Appeal  of  j.  t. 

Donahoo. 


NOKTH  OHIO   CONFERENCE.  Noeth  Ohio. 

George  W.  Breckenridge  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Port  Clinton  Circuit,  on 
the  subject  of  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 


NORTHWEST   WISCONSIN   CONFERENCE.  Northwest 

Wisconsin. 

On  motion  of  Chauncey  Hobart,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  Reception  into  our  Church  of 
Ministers  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Canada  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 


OHIO   CONFERENCE.  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Barzillai  N".  Spahr,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  and  the  State  of 
the  Country  was  referred  to  the  appropriate  commit- 
tees. 

ONEIDA    CONFERENCE,  Oneida. 

On  inotion  of  Albert  S.  Graves,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Extension  of  Time  and  Modifica- 
tion of  the  Presiding  Elder's  Office  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

On  motion  of  William  H.  Olin,  so  much  of  the  Jour- 
nal as  relates  to  the  Supernumerary  Relation  and  Lay 
Delegation  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itin- 
erancy and  Lay  Delegation  respectively. 


OREGON  CONFERENCE.  Oekgoh. 

On  motion  of  James  H.  Wilbur,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  State  of  the  Country,  Slavery, 
Lay  Delegation,  and  Appeals,  was  referred  to  the  re- 
spective committees  on  those  subjects ;  and  so  much  as 
relates  to  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern. 
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PITTSBURGH   CONFEREXCE. 


On  motion  of  Samuel  H.  Nesbit,  so  raucli  of  the 
Jom-nal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation,  to  the  Pittsburgh 
Christian  Advocate,  to  the  Extension  of  Time,  and  to 
the  Supernumerary  Relation,  were  referred  to  the  re- 
spective Committees  on  Lay  Delegation,  on  the  Book 
Concern,  on  Itinerancy,  and  on  Revisals. 


NoKTffWTST  In  ■ 
DIANA. 


Iowa, 


Peotidexce. 


EocK  ErvEE. 


NORTHWEST   INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  George  M.  Boyd,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  that  subject. 

IOWA   CONFERENCE. 

William  F.  Cowles  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
Rev.  E.  H.  Waring,  asking  for  a  change  of  Discipline, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

PROVIDENCE  CONFERENCE. 

Daniel  Wise  presented  the  report  and  memorial  of 
the  Sunday-School  Union,  and  it  was  refen-ed  to  the 
Committee  on  Sunday- Schools  and  the  Tract  Cause. 

ROCK  RIVER  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  George  L.  Mulfinger,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  German  Work  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  M.  Eddy,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 


soittheastekn 
Indiasa. 


SOUTHEASTERN   INDIANA   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Williamson  Terrill,  so  much  of  the  Jour- 
nal as  relates  to  Boundaries,  Lay  Delegation,  and  the 
German  Work,  was  appropriately  referred. 

Giles  C.  Smith  presented  the  appeal  of  William  H. 
Sheets,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
peals. 
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On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  it  was  ordered  that  when 
portions  of  Journals  are  referred,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  member  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  from 
the  Conference  concerned  to  furnish  the  several  com- 
mittees with  copies  of  the  parts  respectively  referred. 

Committee  on  Book  Concern  reported  that  they  had 
organized  by  appointing  Charles  B.  Tippett  Chairman, 
and  Benjamin  F.  Crary  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Slavery  was  called,  and  retired 
for  organization. 

The  call  of  Conferences  was  resumed. 


Miay  4. 

Third  Day. 
Morning. 
Membere  of  the 
Committee  on 
Itinerancy  to 
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from  Journal 
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for. 

Committee  on 
Book  Concern 
organized. 

Committee  on 
Slavery  called. 


SOUTHERN  ILLINOIS   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  James  B.  Corrington,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  State  of  the  Country  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  that  subject ;  and  on  motion 
of  Philip  Kuhl,  so  much  as  relates  to  the  German  Work 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 

TROY   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Bostwick  Ilawley,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  that  subject ;  and  so  much  as  relates 
to  the  Reoccupation  of  Southern  Territory  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

UPPER   IO^YA  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Richard  W.  Keeler,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  German  Work,  State  of  the 
Country,  and  Lay  Delegation,  was  appropriately  re- 
ferred. 


Southern    Il- 
linois. 


Tbot. 


Upper  Iowa. 


VERMONT  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Andes  T.  BuUard,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation,  State  of  the 
Country,  and  Slavery,  Avas  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees. 


Vebmont. 


WESTERN  IOWA   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  David  N"'  Smith,  so  much  of  the  Jour- 
nal as  relates  to  Boundaries  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 


Western 
Iowa. 


56 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


[1864. 


IMay  4. 

Thibd  Day. 

Morning. 

Western  Vie- 

GINIA. 


Wyomimg. 


Committee  of 
Arrangements 
for  Fast-day 
appointed. 


List  of  Confer- 
ences called  for 
miscellaneous 
business. 

Black  Eivek. 


CraonraATi. 


WESTERN  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  James  Drummond,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  Supernumerary  Relation  and 
to  the  Extension  of  Time  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy ;  that  relating  to  a  Change  of  the 
Name  of  the  Conference,  to  the  Committee  on  Bounda- 
ries ;  that  relating  to  Procuring  a  Building  in  Pitts- 
burgh for  the  Depository  and  Pittsburgh  Advocate,  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern ;  that  relating  to 
Lay  Delegation,  to  the  committee  on  that  subject ;  and 
that  relating  to  Insurance  of  Church  Property,  to  the 
Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 

WYOMING  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Reuben  Xelson,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  the  Extension  of  Time  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Bishop  Baker  announced  the  following  Committee  of 
Arrangements  for  Fast-day  Services,  namely :  Granville 
Moody,  David  W.  Bartine,  and  Samuel  Y.  Monroe. 

The  list  of  Conferences  was  called  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  miscellaneous  business. 

BLACK  RIVER  CONFERENCE. 

Gardner  Baker  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  expediency  of  altering  the  Discipline,  Part  II, 
chap,  ii,  §  11,  quest.  1,  p.  82,  by  adding  after  the  words  "^Yes- 
leyan  Connection  in  Europe  or  Canada,"  the  words  "or  from  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada."  And  in  ihe  answer  to 
said  question,  after  the  words  "British,  Irish,  or  Canada  Conference," 
the  words  "or  a  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Canada."     So  that  the  question  and  answer  will  read. 

Quest.  1.  In  what  manner  shall  we  receive  tho.«e  ministers  who 
may  come  to  us  from  the  Wesleyan  Connection  in  Europe  or  Can- 
ada, or  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada? 

Ans.  If  they  come  properly  accredited  from  either  the  British, 
Irish,  or  Canada  Conference,  or  from  a  Conference  of  flie  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Canada,  they  may  be  received  according  to  such 
credentials,  provided  they  give  satisfaction  to  an  annual  conference 
of  their  willingness  to  conform  to  our  Church  government  and 
usages. 

CINCINNATI  CONFERENCE. 

The  following  resolution,  signed  by  "William  Young 
and  Mighill  Dustin,  was  adopted: 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  report  a  plan 
of  trusteeship  in  behalf  of  the  General  Conference,  to  represent  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
by  virtue  of  their  corporate  powers  secure  and  hold  all  bequests 
made  to  the  Church  for  benevolent  purposes. 

As  a  matter  of  privilege,  Jolin  P.  Durbin  offered  the 
following  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  every  motion,  report,  and  communication  to  the 
Conference,  being  first  reduced  to  writing,  shall  be  passed  to  the 
Secretary,  to  be  by  him  read  to  the  Conference ;  unless  the  Confer- 
ence shall,  when  such  paper  is  oflfered,  request  the  proposer  of  the 
paper  to  read  it  to  the  Conference. 


]Miiy  4. 

TuiRD  Day. 
Morning. 

Trustees  of 
General  Con- 
ference or- 
dered. 

Resolutions, 
etc.,  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the 
Conference  in 
writing,  and 
read  by  the 
Secretary. 


DETROIT  CONFERENCE. 


Dbtkoit. 


Thomas  C.  Gardner  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  after  a  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table  was  lost 
by  a  vote  of  82  to  98,  it  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Discipline,  chapter  iii,  §  1, 
quest.  3,  ans.  3,  page  93,  by  adding  these  words  :  "  Nor  any  preacher 
in  the  district  work  more  than  four  years,  in  eight,"  so  that  the 
whole  paragraph  shall  read,  "  Provided  also,  that  with  the  ex- 
ceptions above  named  he  shall  not  continue  a  preacher  in  the 
same  appointment  more  than  two  years  in  six,  nor  any  preacher  in 
the  district  work  more  than  four  years  in  eight. 

The  Committee  on  Slavery  reported  that  they  had 
organized  by  appointing  Benjamin  F.  Crary  Chair- 
man, and  Daniel  Wise  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  the  order  of  the  day 
•was  taken  up,  and  Dr.  Robinson  Scott  addressed  the 
Conference ;  after  which,  on  motion  of  Edward  Thom- 
son, the  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Conference  has  listened  with  deep  interest  to 
the  Address  of  the  Irish  Conference,  and  of  the  Rev.  Robinson 
Scott,  its  delegate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Address  of  the  Irish  Conference  be  referred  to 
the  same  Committee  to  which  the  Address  of  the  English  Confer- 
ence was  referred  to  draft  a  reply. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Address  of  the  delegate  from  Ire- 
land as  refers  to  the  donation  to  Irish  Methodism  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Centenary  of  Methodism. 

Resolved,  That  we  reciprocate  the  kind  expression  of  the  Irish 
representative,  and  tender  him  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  Conference, 
to  American  Methodism,  and  to  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  was  called  and  retired 
to  organize. 

The  call  of  Conferences  was  resumed. 


Committee  on 
Slavery  organ- 
ized. 


Dr.    Scott    ad- 
dressed the 
Conference. 


Committee  on 
Missions  retir- 
ed to  organize. 
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IVEay  4. 

Third    Day. 

Morning. 

East      Balti- 

MOF.E. 


■Work  among 
tlie  People  of 
Color. 

Committee  on 
Missions  or- 
ganized. 


Committee    on 
E>lncation 
called. 


EAST  BALTIMORE  CONTERENCE, 

James  M'K.  Reiley  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Besolred,  Tliat  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  on  the  State 
of  the  AVork  among  the  People  of  Color. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported  that  they  had 
organized  by  appointing  "William  H.  Goode  Chairman, 
and  Isaac  W.  Wiley  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Edncation  was  called,  and  re- 
tired to  organize. 

The  call  of  Conferences  was  resumed. 


ISDIASA. 


INDIANA   CONFERENCE. 


On  motion  of  James  Hill,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted,  namely: 

DepntatKm  ^^o        Whereas,  The  General  Conference  of  the  African  Methodist  Epi> 
Conferenee  of  copal  Church  is  now  in  session  in  this  city  ;  and 
African  M.  E.         Whereas  the  Church  represented  in  said  Conference  was  once  a 
Church.  part  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  and 

WJiereas  said  Church  has  been  deprived  of  our  Christian  sympa- 
thy and  fraternitj^  for  many  years  ;  and 

TF/(ereas  they  have  claims  upon  us  for  our  sympathy  and  prayers 
and  recognition  of  them  as  a  Christian  Church;  tliereforCr 

Resolved,  That  a  deputation,  consisting  of  five  memhers  of  this 
body,  be  sent  from  this  General  Conference  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  convey  to  them 
our  fraternal  greetings,  and  an  expression  of  our  Christian  sympathy. 
Resolved,  That  we  will  cordially  receive  a  simflar  deputation  froia 
said  Conference  should  it  be  their  pleasure  to  appoint  it. 


MBf:«BOTA.  MINNESOTA   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Benjamin  F,  Crary,  the  following  res- 
olution was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  dividing  our  work  into  Episcopal  Dis- 
tricts, and  of  designating  the  place  where  each  bishop  shall  reside. 


NkwEsslaitd.  NEW  ENGLAND  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  John  H.  Twombly,  the  following  res- 
olution was  adopted,  namely : 

Bishops  Invited  Resolved,  That  the  bishops  be  and  hereby  are  respectfully  re- 
to  make  8ug-  quested  to  make  such  communication  and  suggestions  to  this  Gen- 
gestlons.  gj.^j  Conferei'ce  as  they  may  deem  desirable  or  necessary,  at  such 

time  as  may  be  most  convenient  for  them. 
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John  H.  Tw'ombly  offered  the  following  resolution, 
namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Standing  Committees  be,  and  hereby  are,  in- 
structed to  report  to  the  Conference  their  action  on  all  the  resolu- 
tions referred  to  them  for  consideration,  and  that  they  do  this  at 
their  earliest  convenience ; 

which,  on  motion  of  George  D.  Chenoweth,  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Benjamin  F.  Crary,  it  was  agreed  that 

when  Conference  adjourn  it  shall  be  to  three  o'clock 

this  afternoon. 
/ 
NEW  YORK  CONFERENCE, 

TTilliam  H.  Ferris  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  request  the  Committee  on  Revisals 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  so  changing  the  Disci- 
pline, Part  II,  §  4,  quest.  1,  ans.  1,  as  to  make  it  read. 

Question  1.  Of  whom  shall  the  Quarterly  Conference  be  com- 
posed ? 

A-nswer  1.  Of  all  the  traveling  and  local  preachers,  exhorters, 
stewards,  class-leaders,  and  trustees  of  tlie  circuit  or  station,  and 
the  first  male  superintendent  of  our  Sunday-scliools,  being  mem- 
bers of  our  Church. 

NEW  YORK  EAST  CONFERENCE. 

Daniel  Curry  submitted  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  adopted,  namely : 

Wfiereas,  It  appears  by  the  Journal  of  the  New  York  East  Con- 
ference that  Rev.  W.  H.  Norris  discharged  the  ofiBce  of  Presiding 
Elder  of  the  Long  Island  District  of  that  Conference  at  five  success- 
ive sessions:  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  inquire  and  re- 
port by  what  authority  said  Presiding  Elder  so  acted  during  any 
part  of  the  fifth  year. 

Daniel  Curry  also  moved  the  following  resolution, 
namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  expediency,  whenever  practicable,  of  conforming  the  bound- 
aries of  Annual  Conferences  to  State  hues. 

Moses  Hill  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  which  motion 
was  lost,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 


]VIay4. 

Third   'D.Kn. 
Morning. 


Afternoon    ses- 
sion ordered. 


New  York. 


New 
East. 


York 


NORTH  OHIO   CONFERENCE. 

Henry  Whiteman  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Rule,  chap,  x,  §  ii,  rule  iv, 


North  Ohio. 
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Mlay  4.      p.  139,  by  striking  out  at  the  close  of  answer  2  the  words  "shall 
Thikd  Day.      be  expelled"  and  inserting  "be  brought  to  trial  as  for  other  im- 
Moming.        moralities,"  so  that  it  shall  read:   "Any  person  refusing  to  abide 
by  such  judgment  shall  be  tried  as  for  other  immoralities." 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Rule,  chap,  x,  §  ii,  rule  v, 
p.  133,  by  striking  out  the  words  "excluded  the  Church,"  and 
inserting  the  words  "be  brought  to  trial  as  for  other  immoralities ;" 
so  that  the  Rule  may  read,  commencing  in  the  10th  line,  "  in  case 
the  debtor  refuses  to  comply,  he  shaU  be  brought  to  trial  as  for  other 
immoralities." 

PiTTBBUBGH.  PITTSBURGH  CONFERENCE. 

Charles  A.  Holmes  offered  the  following  resolution, 

which  was  adopted,  namely : 

British  Dele-  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  ^Yilliam  L.  Tliornton,  M.A.,  is  hereby  re- 
gate  invited  to  spectfully  requested  to  preach  a  sermon  before  this  General  Confer- 
preaclL  ^^^^  ^^  some  time  during  the  session  convenient  to  himself. 

Peovidence.  PROVIDENCE   CONFERENCE, 

Samuel  C.  Brown  offered  the  following  resolution, 

which,  on  motion  of  William  H.  Goode,  was  laid  on  the 

table,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  so  changing  the  Discipline  on  the 
subject  of  the  appointment  of  stewards  as  to  make  them  elective  by 
the  Churches  instead  of  nominative  by  the  preacher  and  elective 
by  the  Quarterly  Conference. 

EockEivbe.  rock  river  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  M.  Eddy  the  following  reso- 
lution was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
and  report  what  modifications,  if  any,  are  needed  in  the  order  of 
public  worship  to  secure  uniformity  and  greater  solemnity  in  the 
worship  of  the  sanctuary. 


SOtJTHEABTKES 

Insiaka. 


SOUTHEASTERN  INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

Thomas  H.  Lynch  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved.  That  in  order  to  avoid  unnecessary  conflict  in  the  ses- 
sions of  the  committees  ordered  by  this  Conference,  the  chairmen 
of  the  several  standing  committees  meet  immediately  after  organiza- 
tion and  arrange  the  times  and  places  of  meeting. 


WTOMEfo.  WYOMING  CONFERENCE. 

Henry  Brownscombe  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted,  namely : 
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Resolved,  That  the  superintendents  be  and  they  are  hereby  re-  M!ay  4. 
spectfnlly  requested  to  deliver  their  Quadrennial  Address,  should  it  Third  Day. 
suit  their  convenience,  on  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  A.M.  Morning. 

The  Committee  of  Arransrements  for  Fast-day  Serv-  EeportofCom- 

^  .  •'  niittee  of  Ar- 

ices  submitted   their  report,  which  was  adopted,  as    rangementstor 

^         '  ^  Fast-day. 

follows : 

The  committee  to  make  arrangements  for  the  observance  of  the 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  in  view  of  our  present  condition  as  a  na- 
tion, appointed  by  the  General  Conference  for  Friday  next,  the  sixth 
instant,  respectfully  report: 

They  recommend  that  public  religious  services  be  held  at  the 
hours  of  half  past  ten  in  tlie  morning,  three  in  the  afternoon,  and 
a  quarter  before  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  in  three  of  our 
cluirches  in  this  city,  namely :  in  Union,  the  seat  of  General  Confer- 
ence; Green-street,  in  Green  above  Fourth;  and  Salem,  at  the 
corner  of  Lumbard  and  Juniper. 

At  the  Un'iox. — Morning :  Bishop  Morris  to  preside. 

Opening  Address  by  presiding  officer. 

Prayer. 

Address  by  Dr.  Calvin  Kingsley,  of  the  Erie  Conference. 

Prayer. 

Address  by  Dr.  Thomson,  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference. 

Prayer. 

Afternoon :  Bishop  Janes  to  preside. 

Opening  Address  by  presiding  officer. 

Prayer. 

Address  by  Dr.  Charles  Elliott,  of  the  Iowa  Conference. 

Prayer. 

Address  of  Dr.  Jesse  T.  Peck,  of  California. 

Praj'er. 

Evening:  Rev.  George  Webber,  of  Maine  Conference,  to  preside. 
Opening  Address  by  presiding  officer. 
Prayer. 

Address  by  Rev.  Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,  of  Baltimore  Conference. 
Prayer. 

Address  by  Rev.  Robert  M.  Hatfield,  of  New  York  East  Con- 
ference. 
Prayer. 

At  Green-street. — Morning :  Bishop  Scott  to  preside. 

Opening  Address  by  presiding  officer. 

Prayer. 

Address  by  Dr.  Randolph  S.  Foster,  of  New  York  Conference. 

Prayer.  ^ 

Address  by  Dr.  Joseph  Cummings,  of  New  England  Conference. 

Prayer. 

Afternoon :  Bishop  Simpson  to  pre'side. 

Opening  Address  by  presiding  officer. 

Prayer. 

Address  by  Rev.  James  M'K.  Reiley,  of  East  Baltimore. 

Prayer. 

Address  by  Dr.  Daniel  Wise,  of  Providence  Conference. 

Prayer. 
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IVJCay  4.  Evening :    Eev.   Granville   Moody,   of  Cincinnati   Conference,    to 

TniED  Day.      preside. 
Morninf/.  Opening  Address  by  presiding  ofiQcer. 

Pra3-er. 

Address  by  Dr.  John  M.  Reid.  of  East  Genesee  Conference. 

Prayer, 

Address  by  Dr.  Thomas  if.  Eddy,  of  Rock  River  Conference. 

Praj-er. 

At  Salejt. — Morning :  Bishop  Baker  to  preside. 
Opening  Address  by  presiding  ofiBcer. 
Prayer. 

Address  by  Rev.  Joseph  B.  "W'akeley,  of  New  Tork  Conference. 
Prayer. 

Address  by  Rev.  Nathan  Shumate,  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
Conference. 
Prayer. 

Afternoon :  Bishop  Ames  to  preside. 

Opening  Address  by  presiding  officer. 

Pra\'er. 

Address  by  Rev.  Isaac  "W.  Wiley,  M.D.,  of  Newark  Conference. 

Pra3-er. 

Address  by  Rev.  Charles  A.  Holmes,  of  Pittsburgh  Conference. 

Prayer. 

Evening :  Dr.  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  of  Ohio  Conference,  to  preside. 

Opening  Address  by  presiding  officer. 

Prayer. 

Address  by  Rev.  Samuel  D.  Brown,  of  Troy  Conference. 

Prayer. 

Address  by  Rev.  Moses  Hill,  of  Erie  Conference. 

Prayer. 

It  is  suggested  that  each  service  continiie  an  hour  and  a  half. 
Other  exercises,  not  mentioned  in  this  programme,  are  left  to.  the 
judgment  of  the  presiding  officer.     Respectfully  submitted, 

GuAxviLLE  Moody, 
David  W.  Bartike, 
Samuel  Y.  Moxroe, 

Committee. 

Committee  on       Tlie  Committee  on  Education  reported  that  they  had 

Education   or-  •       ,       ,  .      .  -t^       -,      ■    ^      ^r        •    ^       A^     • 

ganized  Organized,    by   appomting   Frederick   JMcrrick    Chair- 

man, and  Jabez  Brooks  Secretary. 
Committee  on       The  Committee  on  Lav  Delegation  Avas  called,  and 

Lay      Delega-  ..      j  /•  •      .• 

lion  called.       retired  tor  organization. 

Conference  Ad-       On  motion  of  Edwin  E.  Griswold,  Conference  ad- 
journed. .  - 
journed. 

After  singing  the  Doxology,  the  Benediction  was 

pronounced  by  James  B.  Corrington. 
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WEDNESDAY  AFTERKOON,  MxVY  4. 

Conference  met  at  three  o'clock,  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment, Bishop  Ames  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Leonard  B.  Gurley,  of  the  Central  Ohio  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation  reported  that 
they  had  organized,  by  appointing  Edward  Thomson 
Chairman,  and  Henry  C.  Benson  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Gardner  Baker,  the  order  of  business 
was  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  Rev. 
James  Gardiner  and  Rev.  Samuel  Morrison,  Delegates 
from  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  in  Canada.  They  were  then  presented  to 
the  Conference  by  Bishop  Ames,  and  their  credentials 
were  read  by  the  Secretary. 

The  order  of  business  was  resumed,  and  the  list  of 
Conferences  was  called  for  the  presentation  of  peti- 
tions, memorials,  and  appeals,  and  they  were  presented 
and  referred,  as  follows: 


Miay  4. 

TniitD  Day. 
Afternoon. 


OpeninsT       of 
Conference. 


Journal  read. 

Committee  on 
Lay  Delega- 
tion organized. 


Delegates  of  the 
M.  E.  Church 
in  Canada  in- 
troduced. 


List  of  Confer- 
ences called. 


BLACK  EIYER  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  John  TV.  Armstrong,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation  ;  and,  on  motion  of 
Isaac  S.  Bingham,  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Division 
of  the  Conference  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries ; 
and,  on  motion  of  James  Erwin,  so  much  as  relates  to 
Slavery,  the  Christian  Commission,  and  the  State  of 
the  Country,  was  referred  to  the  committees  respect- 
ively on  those  subjects ;  and  so  much  as  relates  to  the 
Extension  of  Time  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Itinerancy. 


Black  Kitbe. 


CENTRAL   ILLINOIS   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Richard  Haney,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  the  Supernumerary  Relation  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revisals ;  and  so  much  as  relates 
to  the  State  of  the  Country  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Country. 


Central  Illi- 
nois. 
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Miay  4. 

Third  Dat. 
AfUrnomt. 

East      Balti- 
more. 


EAST   BALTIMORE   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Charles  B.  Tippett,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  Supernumerary  Relation  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

On  motion  of  Lucius  H.  King,  it  was  ordered  that 
all  matters  relating  to  the  Supernumerary  Relati(m  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Itinerancy,  and  that  this 
order  shall  apply  to  all  matters  on  that  subject  hith- 
erto referred  to  other  committees. 


Erie. 


ERIE   CONFERENCE. 


On  motion  of  Calvin  Kingsley,  so  much  of  the  Jour- 
nal as  relates  to  Boundaries,  State  of  the  Country,  Lay 
Delegation,  and  the  Christian  Commission  was  referred 
to  the  committees  on  those  subjects  resjDectively. 


Illinois.  ILLINOIS   CONFERENCE. 

William  H.  H.  Moore  presented  a  Certificate  of  Con- 
currence  of  the  Illinois  Conference  with  the  action  of 
the  New  Jersey  Conference  on  the  Supernumerary 
Relation,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Itinerancy. 

Indiana.  INDIANA   CONFERENCE. 

"William  M'K.  Hester  presented  memorials  relating 
to  Conference  Boundaries,  as  follows :  One  from  the 
preachers  on  Evansville  District,  signed  by  William 
M'K.  Hester  and  twelve  others ;  one  from  preachers 
on  New  Albany  District,  signed  by  D.  M'lntire  and 
ten  others ;  one  from  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Cen- 
tenary Charge,  New  Albany ;  one  from  Wesley  Chapel 
Quanterly  Conference,  New  Albany;  one  from  Rob- 
erts and  M'Kendree  Chapels  Quarterly  Conference; 
one  from  John-street  Charge,  New  Albany;  and  one 
from  Lanosville  Circuit  Quarterly  Conference  ;  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  l>oundaries. 

James  H.  Noble  presented  memorials  as  follows  on 
the  subject  of  Conference  Boundaries :  One  from  Bed- 
ford, signed  by  A.  Turner  and  seven  official  members ; 
one  from  Orangeville  Quarterly  Conference,  signed  by 
Harvey   Denny  and   others;   one  from   Brownstown 
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Quarterly  Conference;  Ofle  from  Leesville  Quarterly  ^lay  4. 
Conference ;  one  from  Orleans  and  Mitchell  Quarterly  Afterrw^' 
Conference ;  one  from  the  Quarterly  Conferences  of 
Clarksburg-h,  Bloomtielcl,  Poole,  and  WicklitFe  ;  one  from 
Houston  Circuit,  signed  by  W.  L.  13oston  and  sixteen 
others ;  and  one  from  the  preachers  of  Mitchell  Dis- 
trict, signed  by  I  .  N,  Thompson  and  thirteen  others ; 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bounda- 
ries. 

KANSAS   CONFERENCE.     .  Kansas. 

On  motion  of  Hugh  D.  Fisher,  so  much  of  the  Jour- 
nal as  relates  to  the  State  of  the  Church  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Missions ;  and  so  much  as  relates 
to  the  Enlargement  of  the  Central  Christian  Advocate 
Avas  referred  to  the  Committee  on. the  Book  Concern; 
and  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Residence  of  a  Bishop 
West  of  the  Mississippi  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Episcopacy. 

KENTUCKY    CONFERENCE.  Kentfokt. 

On  motion  of  Lemuel  M.  Reeves,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Boundaries  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

MAINE    CONFERENCE.  Maine. 

On  motion  of  Cliarles  F.  Allen,  so  much  of  the  Jour- 
nal as  relates  to  the  Supernumerary  Relation  and  to 
the  State  of  the  Country  was  referred  to  the  appropri- 
ate committees. 

MINNESOTA  CONFERENCE.  Minnesota, 

Benjamin  F.  Crary  presented  two  memorials  asking 
that  a  Book  Depository  be  established  at  St.  Paul ;  one 
from  the  preachers  of  St.  Paul  District  Preachers' 
Association ;  and  one  from  Rochester  charge,  signed 
by  W.  A.  Chambers  and  ten  others,  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

NEBRASKA  CONFERENCE.  Nebeaska. 

On  motion  of  Henry  T.  Davis,  so  much  of  the  Jour- 
nal as  relates  to  Slavery,  Lay  Delegation,  and  State  of 
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Afternoon.  ^^  those  subjects ;  and  the  Appeal  of  Isaac  Chivington 

Appeal  of  Isaac  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals. 

Cbivington. 


ngton. 
Newabk,  NEWARK  CONFEBENCE. 

Stacey  W.  Hilliard  presented  a  petition  from  Moimt 
Zion  charge  asking  that  they  be  transferred  to  New 
Jersey  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Boundaries. 

Nsw      HAiip-  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  CONFERENCE. 

SHISE. 

On  motion  of  Elisha  Adams,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  the  Form  of  a  Letter  of  Church  Member- 
ship was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

New  Jbeskt.  NEW  JERSEY  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  William  E.  Perry,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  State  of  the  Country,  and 
to  the  Sanitary  Commission  and  Christian  Commis- 
sion, was  referred  to  the  respective  Committees  on 
those  subjects, 

NowchOhio.  north  OHIO  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Edward  Thomson,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation,  State  of  the 
Country,  and  the  German  Work  was  referred  to  the 
proper  Committees. 

Northwest  NORTHWEST  WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE. 

WiSCONBIK. 

Thomas  C.  Golden  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
Rev.  J,  E.  Springer  and  nine  others  of  Eau  Clare 
Quarterly  Conference,  asking  a  change  of  the  General 
Rule  on  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery. 
Oneida-  ONEIDA  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Albert  S.  Graves,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 


Pheuadklpdi*.  PHILADELPHIA   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Joseph  Castle,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  Church  Records,  Supernumerary  Relation, 
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and  Examining  Committees,  and  Lectures,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  and  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  a  Branch  Book  Concern,  and  to  a  Church 
paper  in  Pliiladelphia,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern ;  and  so  much  as  relates  to  a  division  of  the 
Conference,  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

PROVIDENCE   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  C.  Brown,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Lay  Delegation. 

SOUTHEASTERN  INDIANA   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Giles  C.  Smith,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  the  Centenary  of  Methodism  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  that  subject.  He  also  presented 
a  memorial  from  Madison  District  Ministerial  Associa- 
tion on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

WESTERN   IOWA   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Sanford  Haines,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  the  State  of  the  Country  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  that  subject. 

WEST  WISCONSIN   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Matthew  Bennett,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Church  Records  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisals  ;  and  so  much  as  relates 
to  Members  of  Conferences  attending  Biblical  Insti- 
tutes was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

WISCONSIN   CONFERENCE.  Wisconsin. 

On  motion  of  Caleb  D.  Pillsbury,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  a  Danish  Paper  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern ;  and  so  much  as 
relates  to  the  Supernumerary  Relation,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy. 

He  also  presented  the  appeal  of  A.  P.  Allen,  and  it  Appeal  of  a.  p. 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals. 

WYOMING  CONFERENCE.  Wxomino. 

On  motion  of  Horatio  R.  Clark,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
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mittee  on  Slavery;  and  so  much  as  relates  to  the 
Northern  Christian  Advocate,  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 


■Wbsteen  Vie- 

GtNIA. 


Califoemia. 


Nbw 

East, 


York 


Conferences 
called  for  mis- 
cellaneous 
business. 


Black  Eitee. 


WESTEEN  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  James  Drummond,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  of  1864  as  relates  to  the  State  of  the  Country 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

CALIFORNIA  CONFERENCE. 

Henry  C.  Benson  presented  a  memorial  from  A. 
Bland  on  the  subject  of  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

NEW  YORK  EAST   CONFERENCE. 

Daniel  Curry  presented  a  memorial  from  Daniel 
Ayers  and  G.  P.  Disosway  on  Infant  Baptism,  etc., 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday- 
Schools. 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  it  was  ordered  that 
henceforth,  at  the  close  of  the  call  for  petitions,  memo- 
rials, and  appeals,  the  roll  of  Conferences  be  called  in 
order  for  the  presentation  of  miscellaneous  business. 

The  Chair  called  the  list  of  Conferences,  and  miscel- 
laneous business  was  presented  and  acted  upon  as 
follows : 

BLACK  RIVER   CONFERENCE. 

Isaac  S.  Bingham  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  be  instructed  to 
supply  all  orders  made  for  the  Sunday-School  Advocate  without  re- 
gard to  the  time  when  the  order  is  made. 


Caufoekia.  CALIFORNIA  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Henry  C.  Benson  the  following  reso- 
lution was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  election  by  this  Conference 
of  an  Assistant  Missionary  Secretary  for  the  Conferences  and  work 
upon  the  Pacific  coast. 
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MICHIGAN   CONFEEENCE.  Third  Day. 

Afternoon. 

Henry  Penfield  submitted  the  following  resolution,  Michigan. 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  striking  out  tlie  word  "  men  "  and  inserting 
"persons"  in  the  answer  to  quest.  1,  chap,  ix,  page  124,  so  that  it 
shall  read,   "  They  shall  be  persons  of  solid  piety,"  etc. 

NEW  JERSEY  CONFERENCE,  NkwJeesby. 

Samuel  Y.  Monroe  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  pre- 
pare such  amendments  to  the  Discipline  as  may  be  necessary  to  re- 
store the  Supernumerary  Relation,  and  report  the  same  early  to  this 
body. 

A  motion  of  Kasimir  P.  Jervis  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table  was  lost,  after  which  Thomas  H,  Lynch 
moved  so  to  amend  the  resolution  as  to  make  it  one  of 
inquiry  rather  than  instruction.  Pending  the  discus- 
sion of  the  amendment,  the  mover  withdrew  the  resolu- 
tion. 

The  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tract  Cause  Committee  on 
reported  that  they  had  organized  by  appointing  James  Schools  and 
Porter  Chairman,  and  Oliver  S.  Munsell  Secretary.  ized. 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  was  called,  and  retired  Committee  on 

'  Eevisals  called 

for  organization.  out  for  organ- 

•^  .  ...  ization. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  special  commit-  Special    Com- 

mittees. 

tees,  namely : 

Committee  on  the  Christian  Commission  .\  George  Christian  Com- 
Peck,  James  Erwin,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Seth  Reed, 
Robert  M.  Hatfield,  Jonathan  T.  Crane,  Benjamin  F. 
Crary,  James  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  E.  Corkhill,  Richard  4 

Haney,  Joseph  Colby,  John  Lanahan,  Samuel  H.  Nes- 
bit,  Orange  V.  Lemon,  John  W.  Reger. 

Committee  on  the  Pastoral  Address:  Calvin  Kings-  Pastoral     Ad- 
ley,  Joseph  Castle,  Jesse  T.  Peck,  Leonard  B.  Gurley, 
Elisha  Adams,  Nelson  E.  Cobleigh,  William  H.  Ferris. 

Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  Delegates :  John  H.  -^pPfJ^^^tos    °^ 
Twombly,  William  H.  Olin,  Desevignia  Starks,  Hen- 
ry Penfield,  Robert  E.  Guthrie,   Caleb  D.  Pillsbury, 
Abraham  K.  Street. 

Committee  on  the  Bible  Cause:  Daniel  Curry,  James  Bible  Cause. 
M'K.  Reiley,  Alpha  J.  Kynett,  Ralph  W.  Allen,  Philip 
Kuhl,  Henry  C.  Benson,  Charles  A.  Holmes. 
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Committee  on  the  Temperance  Cause:  Thomas  M. 
Eddy,  John  V.  R.  Miller,  WUliam  M'Combs,  Samuel 
C.  Brown,  Augustus  C.  George,  Putnam  P.  Ray, 
Henry  Whiteman. 

Committee  on  Freedmen:  EdAvard  Thomson,  George 
Webber,  Samuel  Y.  Monroe,  John  L.  Smith,  Thomas 
H.  Lynch,  John  W.  Lindsay,  James  B.  Corrington, 
Calvin  Kingsley. 

Committee  on  Tenvporal  Economy:  James  Porter, 
Gardner  Baker,  Charles  B.  Tippett,  Morris  D'C.  Craw- 
ford, Luke  Hitchcock,  Chauncey  Hobart,  James  Hill. 

Committee  on  the  Reply  to  the  British  and  Irish 
Wesleyan  Conferences:  Edward  Thomson,  Charles 
Elliott,  Josejih  Cummings,  John  M.  Reid,  Isaac  IS". 
Baird. 

Committee  on  the  Centenary  of  American  Method- 
ism :  David  Patten,  John  P.  Durbin,  Thomas  Carlton, 
Adam  Poe,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Jesse  T.  Peck,  Joseph 
B.  Wakeley. 

On  motion  of  Morris  D'C.  Crawford,  the  Conference 
ordered  that  when  the  Committee  on  Revisals  shall 
report  its  organization,  then  the  Committees  on  the  Ger- 
man "Work  and  on  the  State  of  the  Country  shall  be 
called  and  permitted  to  retire  for  organization,  and 
report  the  result  of  their  action  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Chair  resumed  the  call  of  Conferences  for  the 
presentation  of  miscellaneous  business. 


Nbw  Tobk.  IS'EW  YORK   CONFERENCE. 

William  H.  Ferris  offered  the  following  Kesolution, 
"which  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  respectfully  re- 
quested to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the  Discipline, 
chap,  i,  §  4,  as  to  introduce  the  following  question  into  the  list 
of  questions  to  be  asked  the  Quarterly  Conference  :  "Is  the  rule 
of  Discipline  respecting  spirituous  liquors  obserA'ed?" 


rrrrsBiTRGH.  PITTSBURGH    CONFERENCE. 

Isaac  N.  Baird  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  is  requested  to 
inquire  into  the  expedience  of  so  changing  the  Discipline  as  to  make 
the  following  the  third  answer  to  the  question  on  page  207  :  "  What 
shall  we  do  for  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  children  ?" 
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■  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  presiding  elder  to  bring  the  sub-       IVIay  4. 

ject  of  Sunday-schools  before  the  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  each  Third  Day. 
year;  and  said  Conference  shall  proceed  to  appoint  a  Committee  of  Afternoon. 
not  less  than  three  nor  more  tlian  nine,  to  be  called  the  Sunday-School 
Committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  aid  the  preachers  and  officers 
of  schools  in  procuring  suitable  teachers,  and  promoting  in  all 
proper  ways  the  attendance  of  children,  and  in  raising  money  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  school  or  schools  of  the  charge. 

Resolved,  That  the  fourth  question,  page  57,  in  proceedings  of 
Quarterly  Conferences  be  conformed  to  the  above  change,  being 
made  to  read,  '"Who  constitute  the  Sabbath-School  Committee?" 

ROCK  RIVER  CONFERENCE. 

Thomas  M.  Eddy  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  James  Hill  be  Railroad  Certificate  Secretary 
for  Indiana  and  Central  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  A.  W,  Jewett,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  so  changing  the  order  of  questions  for  Quarterly 
Conferences,  page  57  Discipline,  that  all  those  questions  which  are 
only  used  in  tlie  business  of  the  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  be 
placed  last  in  the  list  of  questions. 

WEST  WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE. 

James    Lawson    offered    the    following  resolution, 

w"hich  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  so  altering  ans.  3,  quest.  5,  §  4,  chap,  i, 
Part  I,  page  57,  to  read:  "Is  there  a  written  report  of  the  number 
and  state  of  the  Sabbath-schools,  of  the  religious  instruction  of  the 
children,  and  is  the  rule  in  reference  to  baptized  children  attended 
to?" 

On  motion  of  James  W.  Lowe,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Committee  on  the  German  Work  meet  for  organ- 
ization immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  Confer- 
ence, and  that  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Country  meet  for  the  same  purpose  to-morrow  morn- 
ing at  eight  o'clock. 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  reported  an  organization  Committee  on 
by  the  appointment   of  Davis  W.  Clark   Chairman,    gMiz*e*d* 
and  Samuel  C.  Brown  Secretary. 

The  Committees  on  the  German  Work  and  on  the 
State  of  the  Country  were  then  called,  and,  on  motion, 
the  Conference  adjourned.  After  the  Doxology  was 
sung,  the  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  James 
Drummond. 
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Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Morris  in  the 
chair. 

The  religious  services  were  conducted  by  William 
Young,  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and 
approved. 

The  Committee  on  the  German  Work  reported  that 
they  had  organized  by  appointing  George  Peck  Chair- 
man, and  Israel  C.  Pershing  Secretary, 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Country  reported 
an  organization  by  the  election  of  Joseph  Cummings 
Chairman,  and  Granville  Moody  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  Richard  W.  Keeler, 
of  the  Upper  Iowa  Conference,  was  appointed  Assist- 
ant Secretary. 

Joseph  M.  Trimble  reported  the  places  of  meeting 
for  the  several  Standing  Committees,  as  agreed  upon 
by  the  chairmen  thereof;  and,  on  motion  of  Davis  W. 
Clark,  it  was  ordered  that  the  report  be  printed  in  the 
pamphlet  containing  Rules  of  Order,  list  of  Standing 
Committees,  etc. 

On  motion  of  Lucius  H.  King,  the  order  of  business 
was  suspended,  and  the  Address  from  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Can- 
ada was  read  by  the  Secretary.  [For  Address,  see 
Appendix  B,  VI.] 

Rev.  James  Gardiner  and  Rev.  Samuel  Morrison, 
delegates,  and  Rev.  Bishop  Richardson,  a  visitor,  all 
of  the  Canadian  Methodist  Episcopal  Chui'ch,  then 
addressed  the  Conference. 

On  motion  of  John  M.  Reid,  the  Address  of  the 
Conference  was  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed 
to  reply  to  the  Addresses  from  the  British  and  Irish 
Wesleyan  Conferences. 

John  H,  Twombly,  at  his  own  request,  was  excused 
from  serving  on  the  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Dele- 
gates ;  and,  on  his  motion,  David  Sherman  was  appoint- 
ed in  his  stead. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Wise,  the  order  of  the  day 
was  taken  up,  and  Bishop  Scott  read  the  Quadrennial 
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.        -,  FouKTH  Day. 

see  Appendix  A,  I.J 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Samuel  C.  Brown,  Order  to  print.  • 

was  accepted  by  Lucius  H.  King  as  a  substitute  for  j 

one  offered  by  himself  relating  to  the  same  subject, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  instructed  to  print  ten  thou-  ] 

sand  copies  of  the  Episcopal  Address  in  pamphlet  form,  and  that 
the  same  be  distributed  x>ro  rata  among  the  delegates  of  this  body, 
according  to  the  number  of  delegates  from  each  Conference. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  Carlton,  it  was  ordered  that  : 

the  Address  be  published  in  the  Advocate,  and  in  all  j 

our  Church  papers.  ' 

Isaac  S.  Bingham  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow-  i 

ing  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  request  that  all  the  pastors  ] 

of  our  Church  read  the  Episcopal  Address,  this  day  made  to  the  ( 

Conference,  to  all  their  congregations  on  Sunday,  or  other  day  of 
public  worship,  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible ; 

but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  64  to  92.  \ 

On  motion  of  Jesse  T.  Peck,  different  portions  of  the  '. 

Address  of  the  Bishops  were  referred,  as  follows :  , 

•  So  much  as  relates  to  Episcopal  Supervision  in  Africa,   Parts  referred.  \ 

to  the  Committee  on  Missions ;  so  much  as  relates  to 

Schools  and  Colleges,  to  the  Committee  on  Education ;  \ 

so  much  as  relates  to  Lay  Delegation,  to  the  Committee  ; 

on  Lay  Delegation;   so  much  as  relates  to  German 

Conferences,  to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work;  i 

so  much  as  relates  to  Destitute  Fields  in  the  South,  to  1 

the  Committee  on  Missions ;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  \ 

Reception  of  Ministers  and  Members  from  the  South,  j 

to  the  Committee  on  Revisals ;  and  so  much  as  relates  j 

to  the  Centenary  of  Methodism,  to  the  Committee  on  i 

the  Centenary  of  Methodism.  ] 

He  also  moved  that  so  much  as  contains  the  Rec-  ; 

ommendation  that  no  Members  shall  be  admitted  who 

are  Slaveholders,  or  who  are  Tainted  with  Treason,  be  ! 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals ;  but,  on  motion  ^ 

of  Calvin  Kingsley,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  j 

on  Slavery. 

On  motion  of  Lucius  H.  King,  so  much  of  the  Ad-  I 

dress  as  relates  to  the  State  of  the  Country,  to  Sunday- 
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committees  on  those  subjects  respectively ;  and  so 
much  as  relates  to  Biblical  Institutes  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  John  M.  Reid, 
was  adopted : 

Death  of  Eer.        Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Country  be  re- 
A.  Bevrley.        quested  to  consider  whether  anything  should  be  done  in  view  of  the 
lamentable  death  of  Anthony  Bewley. 

On  motion  of  Adam  Poe,  Jacob  Rothweiler  was 
added  to  the  Committee  on  the  Christian  and  Sanitai^ 
Commissions. 

Bostwick  Hawley  submitted  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  and  they  were  adopted : 

Committee   on        Whereas  but  two  members — namely,  Davis  W.  Clark  and  Free^ 
Kevision      o(  bom  G.  Hibbard — of  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
Kltualordered.    Revised  Rituals  by  the  General  Conference  of  18&0,  with  instruc- 
tions to  hold  over  and  report  to  this  General  Conference,  are  present 
and  members  of  this  body ;  and 

Whe)-eas  said  committee  did  invite  the  delegates  of  this^  as  also 
of  the  last  General  Conference,  to  make  to  them  any  suggestions 
and  additional  revisions;  therefore, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  the  Rituals  be  increased  by  the 
addition  of  five  to  its  original  number ;  and  when  so  enlarged,  that 
they  give  opportunity  for  the  reception  of  such  suggestions  as  may 
be  made  by  members  of  this  body. 

On  motion  of  John  M.  Reid,  all  matters  relating  to 
the  Reoccupation  of  Southern  Territory,  heretofore 
otherwise  referred,  were  now  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Missions. 

*  James  M'K.  Reiley  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted ; 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Bishopa'  Address  as  refers  to  the 
Religious  Wants  of  the  Colored  People  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  that  subject. 

Addresses    of       The  SecretaiT  stated  that  the  last  General  Confer- 

1860  to  Corre-  t  •  i  t  t  -, 

spending  Bod-  cnce  gavc  du'ection  that  addresses  sent  to  correspond- 
hshed.  ^  "  ing  bodies  should  not  be  published  till  after  they  were 
received  by  those  to  whom  they  were  sent,  and  that 
those  addresses  were  therefore  still  unpublished; 
whereupon  Davis  W.  Clark  moved  that  they  be  pub- 
lished in  an  Addendum  to  the  Journal  of  the  present 
General  Conference,  and  the  motion  prevailed,     [See 

Address  of  tlie    AclcleJlclum.^ 
Forcifirn    Gcr*  _  ^^ 

man    Mission       John  P.  Durbin  presented  the  Address  of  the  For- 
presented.        eign  German  Mission  Conference  to  this  General  Con- 
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ference,  and  on  his  motion  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

Gardner  Baker  moved  that  when  Conference  adjourn 
it  shall  be  till  8^  o'clock  Saturday  morning,  and  the 
motion  prevailed. 

Asahel  S.  M'Coy  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  "Worship  be  requested  to 
appoint  a  General  Conference  Love-feast  in  this  Church  on  next 
Sabbath  morning  at  8J  o'clock,  and  that  our  beloved^senior  Bishop 
Morris  be  requested  to  conduct  the  services. 

Adam  Poe  presented  the  report  of  the  Book  Agents, 
and  Joseph  M.  Trimble  the  report  of  the  Book  Com- 
mittee, of  the  Western  Book  Concern  ;  and  Thomas 
Carlton  presented  the  report  of  the  Book  Agents,  and 
Gardner  Baker  the  report  of  the  Book  Committee,  of 
the  Book  Concern  at  New  York  ;  and  they  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  [For  the  fore- 
going Reports,  see  Appendix  C,  I,  II,  III,  and  IV.] 

Daniel  Wise  presented  the  Report  of  the  Tract 
Society,  and  it  Avas  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sun- 
day-Schools and  Tract  Cause.  [For  Report,  see  Ap- 
pendix L,  I.] 

Conference  adjourned.  After  the  Doxology  was 
sung  the  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  W.  L. 
Thornton,  delegate  from  the  British  Conference. 


]May  5. 

Fourth  Day. 


Reports  of  the 
Book  Agents 
and  Commit- 
tees presented 
and  referred. 


Report  of  the 
Tract  Society 
presented  and 
referred. 


Conference  ad- 
journed. 


SATUEDAT  MOEMKG,  MAY  7. 

Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Janes  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Thomas  C.  Gardner,  of  the  Detroit  Conference. 

Thomas  H.  Pearne,  of  the  Oregon  Conference,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  this  body. 

The  Cha,ir  called  the  list  of  Conferences  for  the  pres- 
entation of  petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals ;  and 
they  were  presented  and  referred  as  follows,  namely : 

\     BALTIMORE   CONFERENCE. 

Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan  presented  a  memorial  from 
sundry  charges  of  colored  members  in  Baltimore  city, 


Miay  T. 
Fifth  Day. 


Opening    Con- 
ference. 


T.  H.  Pearne 
appeared  and 
took  bis  seat. 

List  of  Confer- 
ences called  for 
petitions,  me- 
morials, and 
appeals. 


Baltimobk. 


76 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


[1864. 


IMay  '7. 
PdthDay. 


Califoenia. 


signed  by  Rev.  Joseph  Young  and  thirty-one  others, 
nearly  all  of  whom  are  preachers,  asking  for  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  an  Annual  Conference,  and  remon- 
strating against  all  attempts  to  separate  them  from  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chm-ch,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Work  amonar  the 
People  of  Color. 

CALIFORNIA   CONFERENCE. 

Isaac  Owen  presented  a  memorial  from  the  preach- 
ers of  Washoe  District  against  the  construction  of  a 
new  Conference  at  this  time  in  that  territory,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundai-ies. 


dsfmnxkn. 


CentealOhio.  central   OHIO   CONFERENCE. 

Thomas  H.  Wilson  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
S.  Cunningham  and  thirty-two  others,  members  of 
Woodgrove  Society,  asking  to  be  transferred  to  the 
Ohio  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

William  L.  Harris  presented  a  communication  from 
the  Sunday-School  Union,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tract  Cause. 

CINCINNATI  CONFERENCE. 

William  Nast  presented  a  memorial  from  H.  Henke, 
and  others  of  the  German  Ohio  District,  asking  cer- 
tain changes  in  the  Discipline,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Moses  Smith  presented  a  memorial,  with  accompany- 
ing documents,  from  the  Ladies'  Home  Mission  of  the 
City  of  Cincinnati,  asking  for  a  change  in  the  Disci- 
pUne,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

EAST  BALTIMORE  CONFERENCE. 

Benjamin  B.  Hamlin  presented  a  memorial  on 
boundaries,  from  Russel  M'Murray  and  seventy  others, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Charles  B.  Tippett  presented  a  memorial  from  Dr. 
G.  C.  M.  Roberts,  asking  a  donation  of  books  for 
the  American  Methodist  Historical  Society,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 


East  Balti- 
more. 
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He  also  i^resented  a  memorial  from  T.  A.  Goodwin      Miay  T. 
concerning  the  Central  Christian  Advocate,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 


ERIE    COXFEREXCE.  Ewe. 

Richard  A.  Caruthers  presented  two  memorials  on 
Boundaries  :  One  from  Henry  Smith  and  twenty-three 
others,  and  one  from  O.  S.  Wolf  and  twenty-seven 
others,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

ILLIXOIS  COXFEREXCE. 

James  P.  Dimmitt  presented  the  appeal  of  B.  F. 
Northcot,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appeals. 

On  motion  of  Robert  E.  Guthrie,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  State  of  the  Country  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject ;  and  on 
motion  of  Henry  F.  Koeneke,  so  much  as  relates  to 
the  German  Work  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  German  Work, 


Illinois. 

Appeal  of  B.  F. 
Northcot. 


IXDIANA  COXFEREXCE.  iNDiiNA. 

George  W.  Walker  presented  a  remonstrance  from 
Rockport  District  against  any  change  of  boundaries ; 
and  James  Hill  presented  remonstrances  of  like  im- 
port, one  from  Morgantown  Circuit,  and  one  from 
the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Williamsburgh  Circuit, 
signed  by  nineteen  members  of  Quarterly  Conference, 
and  they  were  all  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

IOWA  CONFERENCE.  Iowa, 

On  motion  of  Thomas  E.  Corkhill,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  changes  in  the  Discipline  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

KANSAS   CONFERENCE.  Kansas. 

Joseph  Denison  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Conference  on  Missionary  Work  and  Episcopal  Super- 
intendence in  Kansas,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 
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]Ma,y'J'. 
FiTTH  Day. 

MiCUIGAN. 


MlNlTESOTA, 


MICHIGAN  COXFERENCE, 

On  motion  of  Thomas  H.  Sinex,  so  much  of  the  Jour- 
nal as  regards  the  trial  of  a  member  of  Conference  and 
the  taking  of  testimony  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revisals.  He  also  presented  a  memorial  from 
R.  Sapp,  on  Revision  of  Discipline,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

Henry  Penfield  presented  a  memorial  from  Niles,  on 
the  subject  of  Lay  Delegation,  and  it  was  appropri- 
ately referred. 

MINNESOTA  CONFERENCE, 

On  motion  of  Jabez  Brooks,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  Scandinavian  Publications  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 


Nkw 
East. 


New  England.  NEW   ENGLAND   CONFERENCE, 

Joseph  Cummings  presented  a  memorial,  from  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  in  relation 
to  Missions,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 
NewToek.  new  YORK  CONFERENCE. 

William  H.  Ferris  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
D.  Wood  and  thirty-two  others  asking  a  change  of 
boundary,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

York  NEW  YORK  EAST  CONFERENCE, 

On  motion  of  Edwin  E.  Griswold,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Church  Extension,  together  with 
a  paper  on  that  subject,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Temporal  Economy ;  and  so  much  as  relates  to 
Church  Records  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Itinerancy. 

Indi-  north  INDIANA  CONFERENCE, 

Orange  V.  Lemon  presented  a  memorial  from  mem- 
bers of  the  four  Indiana  Conferences  at  Indianapolis, 
and  from  ninety  others,  asking  that  the  Churches  in 
that  city  be  put  into  one  Conference,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


NOBTB 
ANA. 
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IVlay  v. 

Fifth  Day. 
North      Ohio. 


NORTH  OHIO   CONFERENCE. 

Henry  Whiteman  presented  the  memorial  of  Y.  C. 
Case  and  other  official  members  of  Crestline  Station, 
Central  Ohio  Conference,  asking  to  be  transferred  to 
North  Ohio  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

NORTHWEST   WISCONSIN   CONFERENCE.  Northwest 

WlBCOHSIM. 

So  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Boundaries 
was,  on  motion  of  Thomas  C.  Golden,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

OHIO   CONFERENCE.  '  O^o- 

Joseph  M.  Trimble  presented  a  memorial  from  S.  C. 
Frampton  and  eight  others  on  the  subject  of  Church 
Trustees,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visals ;  and  on  his  motion,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as 
relates  to  the  subject  of  Temporal  Economy  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 

Bishop  Morris  presented  the  complaint  of  Joseph  ^j^fj^Counts^ 
Counts,  of  Chilicothe,  Ohio,  against   the  decision   of 
the  president  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  at  its  session  in 
1863,  on  a  question  of  law,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

OREGON  CONFERENCE.  Okeqok. 

James  H.  Wilbur  presented  the  appeal  of  C  M.  Aro^eai  of  g.  m. 
Berry,   and   it   was   referred   to    the    Committee    on 
Appeals. 

PHILADELPHIA   CONFERENCE.  Philadelphia. 

William  M'Combs  presented  a  memorial  from  J. 
Pastoi'field  and  four  others,  members  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Conference,  on  the  Present  Mode  of  Examining 
Character  in  Open  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

James  Cunningham  presented  a  memorial  from  J,  B. 
M'Cullough,  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  concerning 
Changes  of  Discipline,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals. 
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JVIay  r. 
Fifth  Day. 

EOCK   ElVER. 


EOCK  EIVER  CONFERENCE, 

Samuel  A.  W.  Jewett  presented  a  memorial  of  E.  Q. 
Fuller  on  plan  of  Quarterly  Conference  Business,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  ;  and  on 
his  motion,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the 
Adoption  of  a  Swedish  Paper  in  Chicago  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern ;  and  so  much 
as  relates  to  Libraries  for  Adult  Members  of  our  Sun- 
day-Schools was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday- 
Schools  and  Tract  Cause ;  and  so  much  as  relates  to  the 
Examination  of  Church  Records  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals. 

Thomas  M.  Eddy  presented  a  memorial  from  Wabash 
Avenue  Church,  Chicago,  on  Extension  of  Time,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

William  T.  Harlow  j^resented  a  memorial  from  Men- 
dota  District  on  a  Plan  for  District  Conferences,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 


southeasteen 
Indiana. 


Case  of  W.  H. 
Sheets  to  Com- 
mittee on  Ap- 
peals. 


Teot. 


SOUTHEASTERN  INDIANA   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Williamson  Terrill,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  Reception  of  Ministers  and 
Members  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Giles  C.  Smith  presented  two  memorials  from  Con- 
nersville  District  Ministerial  Association  on  the  subject 
of  Boundaries,  and  one  on  Extension  of  Time,  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committees  on  Boundaries  and 
Itinerancy  respectively.  He  also  presented  a  memorial 
from  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Jeffersonville  Station 
on  the  case  of  William  H.  Sheets,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Appeals. 

TROY  CONFERENCE. 

Stephen  D.  Brown  presented  two  memorials  on  Bound- 
aries :  One  from  the  Troy  Annual  Conference,  and  one 
from  ministers  and  laymen  on  Burlington  and  St.  Al- 
bans Districts,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries.  He  also  presented  sundry 
petitions  from  the  bounds  of  Vermont  Conference  ask- 
ing to  be  restored  to  the  Troy  Conference,  as  follows : 
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I 
One  petition  from  Lincoln,  sio^ned  by  C.  A.  Stevens  and     M:ay  7".  i 

xt,-  .1  ^  o        1     /  1         •  11  FiFTa  Day. 

thirteen   others ;  one  irora  btarksboroiigh,  signed  by 

S.  D.  Holcomb  and  ten  others ;  one  from  Williston,  \ 

signed  by  Theodore  Cady  and  three  others ;  one  from  ' 

jMonkton,  signed  by  James  Dart  and  fifteen  others ;  one 

from  Hiuesburgh,  signed  by  A.  J.  Corey  and  sixteen 

others ;  one  from  Ripton,  signed  by  Ira  Boynton  and 

thirteen  others;  one  from  Burlington,  signed  by  J.  K. 

Gray  and  seventeen  others ;  one  from  Bristol,  signed  \ 

by  Stillman  White  and  nine  others;  one  from  Salisbury,  I 

signed  by  E.  Farnsworth  and  four  others ;  one  from  \ 

Weybridge,  signed  by  Jason  Stowe  and  nine  others; 

one  from  Bridport  and  Shoreham,  signed  by  J.  Grov-  j 

enor   and   eighteen   others ;    one   from    Middleburgh, 

signed  by  M.  Ludlum  and  forty-seven  others ;  and  the 

resolutions  of  Sheldon  Quarterly  Conference,  and  they 

v>ere   all   referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  \ 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  State-street  Church,  ; 

Troy,  signed  by  L.  R.  Avery  and  twenty-two  others,  I 

on  Extension  of  Time  of  Ministerial  Service ;  on  Mod-  \ 

ification  of  the  Presiding  Eldership  ;  and  one  on  Lay  •' 

Delegation.     The   two   former  were   referred  to   the 

Committee  on  Itinerancy,  and  the  latter  to  the  Com-  '■ 

mittee  on  Lay  Delegation. 

Oren   Gregg  presented  a  memorial  on  Boundaries 
from  Swanton,  Vermont  Conference,  signed  by  D.  E.  i 

Brundage  and  eighteen  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  j 

the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  j 

I 
UPPER   IOWA   COXFERENCE.  UrpER  Iowa.  J 

Alpha  J.   Kynett   presented   four   memorials   from  1 

Davenport  District :  One  on  Episcopal  Districts,  which  j 

was  referred  to  the   Committee  on  Episcopacy ;    one  ' 

on   Extension   of  Time,  which   was   referred    to   the  ; 

Committee   on   Itinerancy;    one   on   Lay  Delegation,  I 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee   on  Lay  Del-  j 

egation;  and  one  asking  a  Revision  of  the  Chapter  ''_ 

on  the  Means  of  Grace,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  i 

Committee  on  Revisals. 

WEST  "WISCONSIN   CONFERENCE.  West  Wboob- 

8Df. 

Matthew  Bennett  presented  a  petition  relative  to 
the  line  between  the  West  and  Northwest  Wisconsin 

6 
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Miay  r.  Conferences,  signed  by  A.  Brunson  and  ten  others,  of 
the  Prairie  du  Chien  District,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
^wuT?I^L'^"  ^"  ^"  motion  of  James  Lawson,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  the  Appeal  of  J.  L.  Williams  from  the 
Decision  of  Elmore  Yocum,  a  chairman  appointed  by 
the  bishop  in  a  select  number,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  and  so  much  as  relates  to 
Boundaries,  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


WiscoKSis.  WISCOXSIN   COXFEREXCE. 

Eemonstrances  Samucl  C.  Thomas  presented  remonstrances  against 
^*Conference  ^ny  Change  in  Conference  Boundaries,  as  follows : 
One  from  Spring-street,  Milwaukee,  signed  by  H.  W. 
Goodall  and  ten  other  official  members ;  one  from  Sum- 
merfield  Station,  Milwaukee,  signed  by  Edward  Emery 
and  five  other  official  members;  one  from  Asbury 
Charge,  Milwaukee,  signed  by  P.  M.  Peterson  and  five 
other  official  members ;  one  from  AVilliam  H.  Samp- 
son and  sixteen  others,  all  the  pastors  of  Milwaukee 
District ;  one  from  Empire ;  one  from  Cascade,  signed 
by  William  Ford  and  four  others  ;  one  from  Kewanee 
and  Gibson,  signed  by  William  Stevens  and  thirty-nine 
others;  one  from  Iron  Bridge,  signed  by  A.  Butler 
and  seventeen  others;  one  from  Cascade,  signed  by 
William  Mitchell  and  twenty-five  others;  one  from 
Neosho,  signed  by  P,  M.  Putnam  and  seventeen  oth- 
ers; one  from  Waukesha,  signed  by  T.  D.  Cook  and 
nine  others ;  one  from  West  Granville,  signed  by  S.  S. 
Clark  and  ten  others ;  one  from  Oconomowoc,  signed 
by  G.  H.  Simmons  and  eight  others ;  one  from  White- 
water, signed  by  Daniel  Smith  and  ten  others ;  one 
from  Mequon,  signed  by  H.  L.  Chamberlain  and  seven 
others ;  one  from  Rome,  signed  by  F.  M.  Holbrook 
and  six  others ;  and  one  from  Lamartine,  signed  by 
Nathaniel  Swift  and  fourteen  others ;  and  they  were 
all  refen-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Matthias  Himebaugh  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
pastors  of  Appleton  District,  and  also  one  from  the 
following  thirteen  quarterly  conferences,  namely: 
Waukan,  Berlin,  Onaro,  Oshkosh,  Appleton,  Neenah, 
Menasha,  Green  Bay,  New  London,  Depere,  Medina, 
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Nekima,  and  Ogdensburgh,  against  any  change  of 
Conference  Boundaries,  signed  by  R.  Hurlburt  and 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  other  official  members,  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

On  motion  of  Henry  Bannister,  so  much  of  the  Jour- 
nal as  relates  to  Conference  Boundaries  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries ;  and  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  the  Bishops'  Decisions,  to  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy. 

The  Chair  presented  a  memorial  from  the  India  Mis- 
sion, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions ; 
also  one  from  J.  T.  Hildreth  on  the  Use  of  Tobacco, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  petitioner  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Reports  of  standing  committees  being  in  order, 
Frederick  Merrick,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Education,  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted : 

The  Committee  oa  Education  ask  leave  to  report  in  part.  They 
offer  for  adoption  by  the  Conference  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  an  educational  meeting  be  held  during  the  present 
session  of  the  Conference,  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  fixed 
upon  by  the  Committee. on  Education;  and  that  the  same  commit- 
tee make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  holding  said  meeting. 

William  H.  Gootle,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
IVIissions,  submitted  Report  No.  I  on  the  subject  of 
Missions,  and,  on  motion  of  Isaac  1*^^.  Baird,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table  to  be  printed.  He  also  reported  back  a 
resolution  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionaiy 
Society  relating  to  the  German  Work,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

Charles  B.  Tippett,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern,  reported  back  a  memorial  from  the 
editor  of  the  Swedish  Paper  in  the  Northwest,  relating 
to  Swedish  Missionaries  and  a  Swedish  Paper,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  list  of  Conferences  was  called  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  miscellaneous  business,  and  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  offered  and  acted  upon,  as  follows : 


Fifth  Day. 


Memorial  from 
the  India  Mis- 
sion. 

Also  on  theTJBe 
of  Tobacco. 


Report  of 

Standing  Com- 
mittees. 

Education. 


Committee    on 
Missions. 
Report  No.  L 


Committee    on 
Book  Concern. 


List  of  Confer- 
ences called  for 
Resolutions, 
etc. 


BLACK  RIVER  CONFERENCE. 

Gardner  Baker  offered  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  Discipline,  Part  II,  g  ]  2,  page  85, 


Black  Bitxb. 
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MEay  ''.  by  adding  after  the  words  "  method  of  meeting  a  class,"  in  the  fourth 
Fifth  Dat.  paragrapli,  the  following :  "  and  to  report  quarterly  to  the  quarterly 
conference  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  classes  severally,  and  the 
average  number  of  attendance  at  the  class-meetings."  So  that  the 
whole  paragraph  shall  read  as  follows:  '"To  appoint  all  the  leaders, 
to  change  them  when  he  sees  it  necessary,  and  to  examine  each 
of  them  with  all  possible  exactness,  at  least  once  a  quarter,  con- 
cerning his  method  of  meeting  a  class,  and  to  report  quarterly  to  the 
quarterly  conferences  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  classes  severally, 
and  llie  average  attendance  at  the  class-meetings." 

Besohed,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  DiscipUne,  Part  TI,  chap,  i, 
§  4  page  58,  by  inserting  among  the  questions  to  be  asked  in 
Quarterly  Conferences  the  following: 

Are  the  rules  respecting  classes  and  class-meetings  strictly  ob- 
served? 

Williamson  Ten-ill  offered  the  following  substitute 
for  the  question  in  the  second  resolution : 

Has  the  Rule  concerning  "  members  of  our  Church  who  willfully 
and  repeatedly  neglect  to  meet  their  class  "  been  faithfully  admin- 
istered by  the  pastor? 

On  motion  of  "NVilliam  H.  Ferris,  the  substitute  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Isaac  S.  Bingham  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  time  of  the  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference,  so  that  it  shall  meet  on  the  first  day  of  November 
instead  of  the  first  of  May,  quadrennially  from  the  first  of*November 
next,  and  report  thereon  at  an  early  day  of  this  session. 

Cautoekia.  CALIFORNIA   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Isaac  Owen,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted : 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  Discipline  in  Part  II, 
chap.  V,  §  2,  and  page  108,  as  to  strike  out  the  word  '•  accused  "  in 
question  5.  and  insert  the  word  "reported;"  and  to  strike  out  the 
words  in  the  answer  to  said  questioa  '*  The  Conference  shall  inves- 
tigate the  case,  and  if  it  appear  that  the  complaint  be  well  founded, 
and,"'  and  insert  the  words  " and  if;''  and  after  the  word  '-consent " 
insert  "by  a  two  thirds  vote,"  so  that  the  whole  paragraph  shall 
read: 

(Jitest  5.  "WTiat  shall  be  done  when  a  minister  is  reported  of  being 
so  unacceptable,  inefiBcient,  or  secular,  as  to  be  no  longer  useful  in 
his  work? 

Ans.  If  the  accused  will  not  voluntarily  retire,  the  Conference  may 
locate  him  without  his  consent  by  a  two  thirds  vote,  without  a  form- 
al charge  and  triaL 

Henry  C.  Benson  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted,  namely : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  rule  embracing  in  substance  the 
following : 

That  when  a  preacher  of  our  Church  shall  have  withdrawn  or 
been  deposed  from  the  ministry,  and  afterward  sliall  have  been  li- 
censed by  a  Quarterly  Conference,  he  shall  not  be  employed  as  a 
supply  in  the  itinerant  work  without  permission  by  special  vote  of 
the  Quarterly  or  the  Annual  Conference  of  which  he  shall  last  have 
been  a  member  prior  to  the  surrender  of  his  ministerial  authority. 


85 
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CENTEAL   ILLINOIS   CONFERENCE. 

Oliver  S,  Munsell  oiFered  the  following  resolution, 

•which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts  be 
instrticted  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  causes  tliat  have  led 
our  Sunday- Schools  so  largely  to  pass  by  pur  own  publications  in 
the  purchase  of  libraries,  and  also  into  the  best  method  of  remedying 
the  evil. 


Central 

LINOIS. 


IL- 


CINCINNATI    CONFERENCE.  Cinoinkati. 

William  Nast  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  so  adding  to  the  Discipline, 
Part  I,  chap,  i,  §  3,  quest.  3,  ans.  2,  as  that  it  shall  read  as  follows : 

Let  them  be  encouraged  to  attend  class,  and  to  give  regular 
attendance  upon  all  the  means  of  grace,  according  to  their  age,  ca- 
pacity, and  religious  experience.  I3ut  it  is  not  expedient  to  admit 
them  to  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper  till  they  shall  have  been 
admitted  on  probation,  and  shall  have  given  satisfactory  evidence  to 
the  pastor  of  their  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  design  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  of  their  faitli  in  Christ. 

Also  the  same,  ans.  3,  so  that  it  shall  read  as  follows : 

Whenever  they  shall  have  attained  an  age  sufficient  to  understand 
the  obligations  of  religion,  and  shall  give  evidence  of  a  desire  to  flee 
from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  to  be  saved  from  their  sins,  their  names 
shall  be  enrolled  in  the  list  of  probationers  proper ;  and  if  they  shall 
continue  to  give  evidence  of  a  principle  and  habit  of  piety,  and  after 
they  have  received  full  instruction  on  the  CatecJdsm  by  the  jjostor,  and 
have  passed  a  satisfactory  examnation  on  the  same  before  the  congre- 
gation, they  may  be  admitted  into  full  membership  in  our  Church, 
on  the  recommendation  of  a  leader  with  whom  they  have  met  at 
least  six  months  in  class,  by  publicly  assenting  before  the  Church  to 
the  baptismal  covenant,  and  also  the  usual  questions  on  doctrines 
and  Discipline. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Granville 
Moody,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Country : 

Resolved,  That  in  President  Lincoln's  "  Proclamation  of  Emanci- 
pation "  we  recognize  a  measure  of  high  military  necessity  for  the 
protection  of  our  National  existence — the  highest  statesmanship  in 
aiming  a  blow  at  the  root  of  American  Slavery,  wliich  is  the 
cause  and  furnishes  the  resources  of  the  wicked  rebellion  which 


President's 
Proclamatioo. 
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IMay  '7.       has  inaugurated  open  deadly  war  upon  our  civil  institutions ;  and 
Fifth  Day.      we  recognize  the  voice  of  God  providentially  saying  to  this  nation. 

as  formerly  to  the  ancient  Israelites,   "  Break  off  every  yoke  and 

let  the  oppressed  go  free." 

On  motion  of  Mighill  Dustin,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revi.sals  be  instructed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  striking  out  the  words  "  two 
delegates  "  in  the  last  clause  of  the  Second  Restrictive  Rule,  Part  II, 
§  2,  page  46,  and  inserting  "one  delegate,"  so  that  the  clause 
shaU  read,  "  And  provided,  also,  that  no  Conference  shall  be  denied 
the  privilege  of  one  delegate." 


Dbtboit, 


DETROIT  CONFERENCE. 


Seth  Reed  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  tlie  propriety  of  inserting  in  the  Discipline  a  rule  requiring  each 
preacher  who  administers  the  ordinance  of  baptism  to  give  to  the 
person  baptized,  or  to  the  parents  or  guardians  of  the  child  baptized, 
a  certificate  of  the  baptism,  setting  forth  the  names  of  the  parties, 
the  dates,  places,  etc. 

William  E.  Bigelow  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of  the  last  General  Con- 
ference adopting  the  present  order  of  business  for  Quarterly  Con- 
ference, and  of  restoring  the  former  usage  upon  that  subject. 

William  H.  Hunter  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  words,  "  restore  the  former  usage." 

Thomas  C.  Golden  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on 
the  table,  whereupon  Reuben  Nelson  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  order  of  the  day ;  which  motion  having  pre- 
vailed, he  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Additional  rule        Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  Rules  for  the  gov 
for  the  govern-    emment  of  the  Conference,  namely  : 

"When  any  member  shall  introduce  a  motion  or  resolution  referring 
any  subject,  without  instruction,  to  a  committee,  its  reference  shall 
be  determined  without  debate. 

The  order  of  business  was  then  resumed,  and  the 
resolution  as  offered  by  William  E.  Bigelow  was 
adopted. 

The  following  resolutions,  offered  by  James  S.  Smart, 
were  adopted : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  instructed  to  in-      Miay  V. 
quire  into  the  expediencj'  of  so  changing  the  boundary  of  the  De-     Fifth  Day. 
troit  Conference  as  to  make  that   portion  of  it  lying  in  the  upper 
peninsula  of  Michigan  conform  to  the  state  line. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Book  Depository 
at  Detroit,  Michigan. 

EAST   GEXESEE   CONFERENCE.  EastGknbsek. 

The  following  resolution,  oifered  by  John  M.  Reid, 
was,  on  motion  of  Mighill  Dustin,  laid  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  at  the  close  of  the  next  week  the  first  call  for 
memorials,  etc.,  shall  be  suspended. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Augustus  C. 
George,  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  87  to  59: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Disciphne  that  it  shall  no 
longer  be  required  of  Stewards  "to  register  the  marriages  and  bap- 
tisms; and  to  be  subject  to  the  bishops,  the  presiding  elder  of  their 
district,  and  the  elder,  deacon,  and  traveling  preachers  of  theu: 
circuit." 

He  also  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
adoj)ted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  inserting  in  the  Discipline  a  distinct  section, 
defining  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Leaders'  Meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  striking  out  the  words,  '-or  in  our  institu- 
tions of  learning,"  in  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  §  10,  page  81,  so  that  the 
whole  paragraph  shall  read : 

Then  if  he  give  us  satisfaction,  after  he  has  been  employed  two 
successive  years  in  the  regular  itinerant  work  on  circuits  or  stations, 
which  is  to  commence  from  his  being  received  on  trial,  etc. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Discipline  in  Part  II, 
chapter  iii,  §  1,  on  page  93,  by  adding  to  the  third  answer  the  words : 

He  shall  also  have  authority  to  leave  an  effective  member  of  an 
Annual  Conference  without  an  appointment  if  his  Conference  shall 
so  advise. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline  that  paragraph 
eight  in  Part  II,  chapter  iv,  §  1,  page  100,  shall  read  as  follows: 

To  advise  the  bishop  presiding  at  his  Conference  in  regard  to 
the  appointments;  and  to  give  him,  when  absent,  all  necessary  in- 
formation, by  letter,  of  the  state  of  his  district. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  a  District  Quarterly  Conference, 
which  shall  be  a  Court  of  Appeals  for  lay  members,  have  original  juris- 
diction over  local  preachers,  and  recommend  them,  when  approved, 
to  the  Annual  Conference  for  ordination,  or  admission  into  the  trav- 
eling connection. 


88 

"M-ay  7'. 

Fifth  Day. 


Journal  of  the   General  Conference. 


[1864. 


Indiana. 


The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Augustus  C. 
George,  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  60  to  85  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline  that  the  presiding 
elders  may  be  stationed,  and  supported  as  tlie  other  preachers,  ex- 
cept that  expenses  incurred  in  needful  official  visitations  shall  be 
met  by  the  charge  or  charges  requiring  their  services. 

On  motion  of  Sylvester  L.  Congdon,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  Part  II,  chap,  x,  §  1,  of  the 
Discipline  as  to  make  the  answer  to  question  2,  page  128  prescribe 
a  form  of  examination  for  candidates  for  admission  into  the  Church 
in  full  connection. 

INDIANA  CONFERENCE. - 

William  M'K.  Hester  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  changing  the  Discipline,  page  38,  quest.  1, 
ans.  1,  so  that  instead  of  reading,  "  singing,  prayer,  the  reading  of 
a  chapter  out  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  another  out  of  the  New, 
and  preaching,"  it  may  read  as  follows: 

"Let  the  morning  service  consist  of  singing,  prayer,  the  reading 
of  a  portion  of  Scripture  from  the  Old  Testament,  and  also  from  the 
New,  and  preaching," 

Also  same  page,  quest.  1,  ans.  2,  so  as  to  read : 

"Let  the  afternoon  service  consist  of  singing,  prayer,  the  read- 
ing of  the  Scriptures,  and  preaching." 


Iowa.  IOWA  CONFERENCE. 

Thomas  E.  Corkhill  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  so 
change  the  N.  B.  in  chap,  vi,  Part  II,  page  112  of  the  Discipline 
as  to  read  : 

Whenever  a  preacher  on  trial,  or  a  local  preacher,  is  selected  by 
the  bishops  for  a  mission,  or  is  appointed  by  civil  or  military  author- 
ity chaplain  in  the  Army  or  Navy,  he  may,  if  the  former  be  elected 
by  an  Annual  Conference,  or  the  latter  be  recommended  by  the 
Quarterly  Conference  of  which  he  is  a  member,  ordain  him  for 
said  work. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  William  F. 
Cowles,  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  73  to  95  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  the  Discipline  as  to  make  the 
attendance  on  class-meetmg  voluntary,  and  not  a  test  of  mem- 
bership. 
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KANSAS  CONFERENCE, 


Fifth  Day. 

E1AN8A8. 


Joseph  Denison  oflfered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  which  were  adopted,  namely  : 

Whereas,  In  the  territory  of  New  Mexico  there  is  now  a  popula-  v 

tion  of  ninety  thousand  Mexicans  and  Americans,  besides  Indians ; 
and 

Whereas,  There  is  now  not  one  Protestant  minister  among  them 
engaged  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  ;  and 

Wiereas,  The  territory  of  Arizona,  with  about  the  same  popula- 
tion, is  in  much  the  same  condition :  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  requested  to  take 
into  serious  consideration,  and  report  to  the  General  Conference, 
the  necessity  and  propriety  of  estabUshing  a  Mission  and  Mission 
School  in  each  of  these  territories. 

Hugh  D.  Fisher  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Journals  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Conference   journals        of 
be  committed  to  the  care  of  Joseph  Denison,  a  delegate  from  Kan-    Eocky  Mount- 
sas  Conference,  and  that  various  parts  of  said  Journals  be  by  him 
furnished  to  the  several  committees  to  whom  they  may  be  referred. 


aiu  Conference. 


MICHIGAN   CONFERENCE. 


Michigan. 


Henry  Penfield  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  boundaries  of  the  Mich- 
igan Conference  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "hne,"  so  that  it 
shall  read:  "  The  Michigan  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of 
the  State  of  Michigan  lying  west  of  the  principal  meridian  line." 
{Discipline,  p.  254.) 

Horace  Hall  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  striking  out  of  the  Discipline  the  words, 
"Appointed  by  the  Quarterly  Conference,"  Part  V,  chap,  i,  §  2, 
ans.  1,  page  232,  so  that  it  will  read :  "  And  to  settle  the  same  on 
trustees,  according  to  the  Deed  of  Settlement  published  in  our  form 
of  Discipline." 

MISSOURI  AND   ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE. 

Samuel  Huffman  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Depository  of  our 
books  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  meet  the  necessities  and  wants  of  the 
great  Soutluvest.  now  in  the  providence  of  God  demandmg  our  lit- 
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IMay  v.       erature  and  ministry ;  and  also  to  inquire  into  the  necessity  of  en- 
Firra  Dat.      larging  the  Central  Christian  Advocate,  published  at  St.  Louis,  so  as 

to  make  it  in  all  respects  equal  to  the  Western  and  Northwestern 

Christian  Advocates. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  he  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  admitting  ministers  who  may  come  to  us 
from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  shall  give  to  an 
Annual  Conference  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  loyalty  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  on  the  same  conditions  as  now  pro- 
vided in  the  Discipline  for  the  admission  of  ministers  who  come  to 
us  from  the  "Wesleyan  Connection  in  Europe  and  Canada. 

Nkwaek.  NEWAEK  COJSTFERENCE. 

Nicholas  Vansant  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  x, 
§  1,  quest.  1,  ans.  1,  page  127,  as  to  make  it  read  after  the  word 
"baptized,"  "and  shall,  on  examination  by  the  minister  in  charge, 
before  the  Church,  assent  to  the  baptismal  covenant,  and  give  satis- 
factory assurances,"  etc. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Jonathan  T. 
Crane,  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Eevisals  be  instnicted  to  inquire 
■whether  there  exists  in  the  laws  of  our  Church  any  obstacle  to  the 
reception  into  the  various  Annual  Conferences  of  as  many  colored 
preachers  as  will  supply  the  colored  Churches  established  or  to  be 
estabhshed  among  us. 


NewEnguutd. 


NEW   ENGLAND   CONFERENCE. 


the   following  resolution, 


David   Sherman   offered 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  incorporating  the  section  on  the  Origin  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  page  13  of  the  Discipline,  in  the  Bish- 
ops' Address  on  page  5,  after  the  words  "Eastern  States,"  in  the 
eighth  line  from  the  top,  and  before  the  paragraph  beginning,  "  We 
esteem,"  etc. 

Ralph  W.  Allen  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  be  requested  to 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  recommending  such  a  change 
in  the  Discipline  as  will  allow  a  minister  to  remain  three  years  in 
the  same  charge. 

The  following  resolutions,  offered  by  John  H.  Twom- 
bly,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  phrase  "the  preacher  in  charge  having  the 
right  to  nominate,"  in  the  third  item  in  the  answer  to  quest.  4,  §  4^ 
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chap,  i,  Part  II,  page  55,  of  the  Discipline,  be  stricken  out,  so  that      M!ay  'tt.  i 

the  whole  item  shall  read,  "to  appoint  stewards,  and  to  examine  the      Fifth  Day. 
characters  of  exhorters  annually,  and  recommend  them,  if  approved,  j 

for  renewal  of  license."  ,j 

Resolved,  That  the  twelfth  item  in  the  answer  to  quest.  1,  §  12, 
chap,  ii.  Part  11,  page  85,  of  the  Discipline,  namely,  "  to  examine  the  \ 

accounts  of  all  the  stewards, "  be  stricken  out,  and  that  items  1 3, 14,  | 

15,  16,  etc.,  be  numbered  12,  13,  14,  15,  etc.,  respectively. 

NEW  JERSEY  CONFEREISrCE.  Nbw  Jeeset.  i 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Samuel  Y.  Mon-  : 

roe,  "was  adopted :  I 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  requested  to  give  | 

an  early  examination  to  the  action  referred  to  them  from  various  J 

Annual  Conferences  on  the  subject  of  the  Supernumerary  Relation ;  1 

to  inquire  what  amendments  to  the  Discipline  are  necessary  to  re-  1 
store  said  relation,  and  report  the  same  at  an  early  day  for  the  con- 
sideration of  this  body. 

jSTEW  YORK  CONFERENCE.  New  Toek. 

Joseph  B.  Wakeley  offered  the  following  resolution,  j 

wnich  was  adopted :  j 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire whether  the  rule  limiting  the  term  of  ministerial  service  has  ' 
been  observed  in  the  letter  and  the  spirit  during  the  last  four  years.                                              > 

John  W.  Lindsay  offered  the  following  resolution,  j 

and  it  was  adopted :  I 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquu"© 
into  the  expediency  of  adding  on  page  92,  Part  II,  chap,  iii,  §  1, 
line  18  of  the  Discipline  after  "state  prisons,"  the  words  "to  houses 

of  refuge  and  other  corrective  or  charitable  institutions;"  so  that  •  | 

the  clause  read,  "chaplains  to  state  prisons,  to  hou.ses  of  refuge,  and  j 

other  corrective  or  charitable  institutions,  and  chaplains  in  the  army  '4 

and  navy." 

NEW  YORK  EAST   CONFERENCE.  New      Yoek 

East  i 

Daniel  Curry  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  1 

it  was  adopted :  1 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed  ^ 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  depositing  with  each  Annual  Con-  | 

ference  a  copy  of  the  General  Minutes  from  the  beginning;  also  a 
copy  of  the  Journals  of  aU  the  General  Conferences. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Daniel  Curry,  , 

was  lost : 

Resolved,  That  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  ' 

next  at  2  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Daniel  Curry,  I 

was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  106  to  40 :  < 
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3May  "T".  Resolved,   That  we  will  adjourn  finally  on  or  before  Saturday, 

Fifth  Day.      May  28. 
Final  Adjourn-  ^^     ^^ 

George  W.  Woodruff  offered   the  following  reso- 
lution : 


ment  lost 


Time  of  electing 
General  Con- 
ference 
cers  lost 


Offi- 


Resolved,  That  the  elections  for  ofiScers  to  be  chosen  by  this  Gen- 
eral Conference  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  morning, 
May  17,  at  ten  o'clock. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  was  lost 
by  a  vote  of  "74  to  80. 

Mighill  Dustin  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"seventeenth"  and  inserting  "twenty-fourth."  The 
amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

John  P.  Durbin  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"  seventeenth "  and  inserting  "  twentieth,"  but  the 
amendment  was  laid  on  the  table ;  and,  on  motion 
of  John  M.  Reid,  the  whole  subject  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 


NOETH 
ANA. 


iNDi-  NORTH  INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  William  H.  Goode,  the  resolution 
offered  by  Samuel  C.  Brown  on  Wednesday  morning. 
May  4,  and  which  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  was 
taken  up  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

William  H.  Goode  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  1.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  Chair, 
to  be  known  as  the  Committee  on  Church  Tenures,  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  all  propositions  respecting  the  tenures  to  our  church 
property. 

Resolved,  2.  That  said  committee  be  instructed,  with  the  aid  of 
such  legal  counsel  as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  to  prepare  and  pre- 
sent for  the  consideration  of  this  Conference  an  abbreviated  form 
for  the  conveyance  of  church  property,  to  take  the  place  of  the 
tedious  and  obsolete  forms  now  contained  in  the  Discipline  and  in 
the  Appendix,  and  known  as  the  "Deed  of  Settlement;"  carefully 
guarding  the  uses  and  trusts  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
according  to  our  economy  and  usage,  as  now  declared  in  the  old 
form. 

Resolved,  3.  That  said  committee  be  further  instructed  to  prepare 
and  submit  to  this  Conference  a  uniform  method  of  appointing  trust- 
ees for  our  meeting-houses  and  parsonages,  whether  in  the  creation 
of  new  boards  or  the  flUing  of  vacancies,  and  defining  their  term  of 
ofiBce. 

All  with  due  reference  to  the  existing  laws  of  the  several  states 
and  territories. 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  the  time  of  the  session 
was  extended. 
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NORTH  OHIO   CONFERENCE. 


Miay  '7'. 

Fifth  Day. 
NoKTH  Ohio. 


George  W.  Breckenridge  oftered  tlie  following  res- 
olution, which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  requested 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  limiting  the  amount  of  profits  to  be 
retained  in  tlie  hands  of  the  Book  Agents,  and  of  requiring  annual 
dividends. 

Henry  Wbiteman  ofiered  the  following  resolution, 

which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Discipline,  page  42,  chap,  ii, 
§  3,  and  answer  to  question  4,  "  How  often  shall  we  permit  serious 
persons,  who  are  not  of  our  Church,  to  meet  in  class?"  by  striking 
out  the  words  "at  every  other  meeting  of  the  class  in  every  place 
let  no  stranger  be  admitted.  At  other  times  they  may,  but — "  so  that 
the  answer  will  read,  "The  same  person  not  above  twice  or  thrice." 

NORTHWEST  INDIANA   CONFERENCE, 

George  M.  Boyd  offered  the  following  resolution-, 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Slavery  lie  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  recommending  in  their  report  the  alteration 
of  the  General  Rule  so  as  to  read,  "The  buying,  selling,  or  holding 
human  beings  as  property." 

OHIO   CONFERENCE. 

Joseph  M.  Trimble  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  inserting  a  rule  in  our  Discipline  requiring  the 
records  of  the  Quarterly  Conferences  to  be  sent  to  the  Annual  Con- 
ferences to  be  examined  by  a  committee  appointed  for  such  purpose. 

Barzillai  N.  Spahr  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  x, 
§  2,  page  128,  as  to  provide  for  suspending  persons  for  certain 
grades  of  improper  conduct. 


NoETHWEST  In- 
diana. 


Ohio. 


ONEIDA  CONFERENCE. 

Albert  S.  Graves  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  be  requested 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion, "How  shall  the  Presiding  Elders  be  supported?"  (Discipline, 


OlTKIDA. 
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Part  II,  chap,  iv,  §  2,)  by  striking  out  all  that  follows  the  clause  "  ac- 
cording to  their  several  abihty,"  and  substituting  "and  the  stewards 
of  each  charge  shall  provide  by  such  methods  as  they  may  judge  best 
to  meet  such  amount,"  that  the  whole  answer  will  be,  "  There  shall  be 
annually,  in  every  district,  a  meeting  composed  of  one  steward  from 
eacli  circuit  aud  station,  to  be  selected  by  the  Quarterly  Conference, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  with  the  advice  of  the  Presiding  Elder,  (who 
shall  preside  in  such  meeting,)  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  amount 
necessary  to  furnish  a  comfortable  support  to  the  Presiding  Elder, 
and  to  apportion  the  same,  including  house  rent  and  traveling  ex- 
penses, among  the  difierent  circuits  and  stations  in  the  district, 
according  to  their  several  abilitj^ ;  and  the  stewards  of  each  charge 
shall  provide,  by  such  methods  as  they  may  judge  best,  to  meet  such 
amount." 


Oebgon.  OREGON   CONFERENCE. 

Thomas  H.  Pearne  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  W' ere  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  giving  the  Pacific  Conferences  a  representa- 
tive in  the  General  Mission  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  erecting  an  annual  conference  in  the 
Territory  of  Idaho. 

Pbovidenob,  PROVIDENCE    CONFERENCE. 

Daniel  Wise  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tract  Cause 
be  and  hereby  are  requested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  Discipline  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  Quarterly  Confer- 
ences to  annually  appoint  tract  committees,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  devise  and  execute  plans  for  local  tract  circulation. 

David  Patten  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  inserting  in  the  Discipline,  chap,  i,  §  3,  page 
48,  the  following  question  and  answer,  namely : 

Quest.  What  are  the  powers  of  a  Mission  Annual  Conference? 

Ans.  All  the  rights,  powers,  and  privileges  of  other  Annual  Con- 
ferences, excepting  that  of  sending  delegates  to  the  General  Confer- 
ences, and  of  drawing  an  annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the 
Book  Concern  and  Chartered  Fund,  and  of  voting  on  constitutional 
changes  proposed  in  the  Discipline. 


PrrreBUBQH.  PITTSBURGH  CONFERENCE. 

James  Henderson  offered  the  following  resolution, 

which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Slavery  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  the  item  in  the  General  Rules, 
Part  I,  chap,  ii,   paragraph  2,  on  the  sut;«ct  of  buymg  or  selling 
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men,  women,  and  children  with  an  intention  to  enslave  them,  be  so  Miay  t. 
changed  as  to  read:  "  The  buying,  selhng,  or  holding  men,  women,  Fifth  Dat. 
or  children  in  a  state  of  slavery." 

William  A.  Davidson  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which,  on  motion  of'Randolph  S.  Foster,  was 
laid  on  the  table : 

Fesolved,  That  it  is  not  proper  for  the  Standing  Committees  to 
receive  any  communication,  either  written  or  verbal,  except  by 
permission  of  the  Conference. 

ROCK  RIVER   CONFERENCE.  EocKEmaa. 

Samuel  A.  W.  Jewett  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, w^hich  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
and  report  as  to  the  expediency  of  striking  out  the  word  "  Super- 
numerary "  in  chap,  i,  §  2,  page  47  of  the  Discipline. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Thomas  M. 
Eddy,  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  be  instructed  to 
consider  and  report  as  to  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  ordi- 
nation in  the  interval  of  the  Annual  Conference,  of  proper  persons 
chosen  as  chaplains  in  the  army,  and  if  expedient,  to  report  pro- 
visions for  such  ordination. 

TROY  CONFERENCE.  "  Teot. 

Desevignia  Stai'ks  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  making  the  presiding  elders  elective  by 
the  Annual  Conferences,  and  report  the  result  of  their  considera- 
tions to  this  Conference. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Bostwick  Haw- 
ley  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  and  hereby  are 
instructed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  it  be  in  accordance  with 
the  general  usage  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  the 
spirit  of  her  economy,  and  with  the  law  of  the  same  given  in  the 
Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  iii,  §  1,  in  answer  to  question  3,  and  in 
chap,  iv,  §  1,  that  on  the  decease  of  a  presiding  elder  in  the  interim 
of  Annual  Conferences,  a  bishop  divide  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year  the  district  into  two  or  more  sub-districts,  and  appoint  thereto 
as  many  presiding  ofificers  having  power  to  perform  all  the  duties 
of  presiding  elders  in  Quarterly  Conferences,  and  to  represent  in  the 
ensuing  Annual  Conference  the  preachers  within  their  several  sub- 
districts,  they  the  meanwhUe  retaining  their  positions  as  preachers 
in  charge  of  the  circuit  or  station  to  which  they  were  previously 
appointed. 
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UPPEK  IOWA  CONFERENCE. 

Richard  W.  Keeler  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted :  . 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  forming  a  "  General  Church  Extension 
Society,"  with  a  view  of  securing  more  ample  Church  accommoda- 
tions in  the  newer  portions  of  our  ^vork,  and  also  to  assist  feeble 
societies,  and  report  at  an  early  day. 


Western  Vib- 

OINIA. 


WESTERN  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 

James  Drummond  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  which  were  adojited : 

Wliereas,  The  Discipline,  page  212,  requires  presiding  elders  to 
ask  in  "  each  session  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  "  the  following 
questions,  namely: 

"What  has  been  done  by  the  Mission  Committee  toward  raising 
funds  for  the  support  of  Missions  ?" 

"  Have  the  Sunday-schools  been  organized  into  Missionary  So- 
cieties ?" 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  adding  these  to  the  list  of  questions  found 
on  pages  57  and  58,  to  be  asked  in  Quarterly  Conferences. 

The  following  resolutions,  offered  by  John  W.  Reger, 
were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  answer  10  to  question  1  of  the 
Discipline,  page  85,  as  to  make  it  read,  "  That  the  preacher  in  charge 
be  required  to  make  a  written  report  of  his  circuit  or  station  every 
quarter  to  his  presiding  elder,  and  that  it  be  entered  on  the  Journals 
of  the  Quarterly  Conference." 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  proprietj^  of  adding  the  following  question  to  those 
found  on  pages  57  and  58  relating  to  Quarterly  Conference  business: 
"  Have  the  General  Rules  been  read  in  each  society  during  the  past 
quarter?" 


WBCONSiif.  WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE, 

Caleb  D.  Pillsbury  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  Disciplinary  provision  for  permitting 
young  men  wlio  are  members  of  Annual  Conferences  to  a  course  of 
study  in  Biblical  Institutes,  witliout  forfeiting  their  relation  to  their 
Conference.  And  also  for  admitting  students  on  trial  in  Annual 
Conferences,  allowing  them  one  year's  trial  while  students  when 
not  less  than  that  length  of  time  is  passed  in  the  Institute  subse- 
quent to  admission  on  trial. 
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WYOMING   CONFERENCE. 

Reuben  N"elson  offered  the  following  resolution, 
Avliich  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Kevisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  such  revision  of  the  Discipline  as 
shall  provide  for  a  Court  to  try  Appeals  from  the  action  of  Annual 
Conferences,  which  court  shall  hold  annual  sessions. 

The  following  resolutions,  offered  by  Horatio  R. 
Clark,  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Reviaals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  11,  chap,  viii, 
^  1,  page  116,  by  adding  the  following,  namely:  "And  no  mem- 
ber of  the  Cliurch  shall  be  at  liberty  to  preach  without  such 
license." 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Ritual  be  instnicted  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  omitting  all  reference  to  the  manipulation  of 
the  elements  in  tlie  prayer  of  consecration  as  recorded  in  the  Disci- 
pline, Part  II,  chap,  ii,  pages  153,  154. 

On  motion  of  George  Peck,  Daniel  Wise  was  added 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Christian  Commission. 

In  response  to  the  invitation  extended  to  Bishop 
Morris  by  resolution,  adopted  on  the  first  day  of  the 
session,  to  preach  at  his  convenience  a  semi-centennial 
sermon  before  this  body,  the  Chair  announced  that  the 
contemplated  services  would  be  held  on  next  Tuesday, 
at  10^  o'clock  A.  M. 

The  Chair  announced  also  that  the  delegate  from  the 
Wesleyan  Conference  in  England,  the  Rev.  William  L. 
Thornton,  M.A.,  in  response  to  a  resolution  inviting 
him  thereto,  would  preach  before  this  Conference  on 
Monday,  the  16th  inst.,  at  10^  o'clock  A.  M. 

Bishop  Baker  announced  the  following  special  com- 
mittees, namely: 

Committee  to  Report  a  Plan  of  Trusteeship  for  the 
General  Conference :  William  Young,  Elijah  H.  Pil- 
cher,  Albert  Church,  Williamson  Terrill,  James  Law- 
son,  John  Miley,  Kasimir  P.  Jervis. 

Deputation  to  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church:  James  Hill,  JSTicholas  Vansant,  John  W. 
Armstrong,  Daniel  Wise,  James  Cunningham. 

Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Work  among  the 
People  of  Color:  James  M'K.  Reiley,  Edwin  E.  Grris- 
wold,  James  Drummond,  John  Lanahan,  Adam  Wal- 
lace, Samuel  Huffman,  Migliill  Dustin. 
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Mlay  v. 
Fifth  Day. 
Ritual 


Conference   ad- 
journed. 


Committee  on  the  Jilfual:  Davis  "W.  Clark,  Free- 
born G.  Hibbard,  Bostwick  Hawley,  William  A.  David- 
son, Charles  F.  Allen,  Daniel  AV,  Bristol,  George  Mul- 
finger. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  W.  Bristol,  Conference  ad- 
journed. The  Doxology  was  sung,  and  Conference 
closed  with  prayer  by  Daniel  W.  Bristol. 


jVIay  9. 

Sixth  Day. 

Opening  of  Con- 
ference. 


Kev.  Jobn  Car- 
roll introduced. 


Credentials  of 
a  8.  Nelles, 
D.D.,  present- 
ed. 


State     of    the 
Country. 


Order   of  busi- 
oees  taken  up. 


MOIS^DAY  MORXIXG,  MAY  9. 

Conference  met  this  morning  at  half  past  eight 
o'clock  A.  M.,  Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair.  The  usual 
religious  services  were  conducted  by  Charles  B.  Tip- 
pett,  of  East  Baltimore  Conference- 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Bishop  Moi-ris  introduced  to  the  Conference  the 
Rev.  John  Carroll,  a  delegate  from  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church  in  Canada.  The  credentials  of  his 
appointment,  and  also  of  the  appointment  of  S.  S. 
Nelles,  D.D.,  a  delegate  from  the  same  body,  were  pre- 
sented and  read. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  W.  Bristol,  the  order  of  bus- 
iness was  suspended,  and  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  offered  by  Thomas  C.  Golden,  were,  on  mo- 
tion of  Kasimir  P.  Jervis,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Country : 

Whereas,  It  is  a  well-known  fact  tliat  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  the  first  to  tender  its  allegiance  to  the  Government 
under  tlie  Constitution  in  the  days  of  "Washington;  and 

Wliereas  the  fair  record  of  the  Church  has  never  been  tarnished 
by  disloyalty;  and 

Whereas  our  ministers  and  people  are  truly  and  deeply  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  Government  in  its  efforts  to  put  down  rebelUon  and 
set  the  captives  free ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  proceed  to  "Washington,  and  to  present  to  the  President 
of  these  United  States,  in  a  suitable  address,  the  assurances  of  our 
Church  that  we  are  with  him  heart  and  soul  in  the  present  struggle 
for  human  rights  and  free  institutions. 

And,  on  motion  of  Daniel  W.  Bristol,  the  committee 
was  instructed  to  report  in  relation  thereto  at  the 
earliest  moment. 

On  motion  of  Edwin  E.  Griswold,  the  order  of  bus- 
iness was  resumed,  and  the  list  of  Conferences  was 
called  for  the  presentation  of  petitions,  memorials,  and 
appeals. 
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BLACK  RIVER   CONFERENCE. 


IMay  O. 

Sixth  Day. 
Black  Eiteb. 


On  xnotiou  of  John  B.  Foote,  so  much  of  the  Jour-  , 

nal  as  i-elates  to  General  Conforence  action  in  regarelto  j 

Sunday-Schools  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sun-  1 

day-Schools  and  Tract  Cause  ;  and,  on  motion  of  James  j 

Erwin,  so  much  as  relates  to  Division  of  the  Confer-  | 

ence  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  j 

CENTRAL   OHIO    CONFERENCE.  Centbai.  Ohio.  ' 

Leonard  B.  Gurley  presented  a  remonstrance  against 
a  change  of  line  between  the  Central  Ohio  and  North  ' 

Ohio  Conferences,  signed  by  H.  S.  Camp  and  thirteen 
other  official  members  of  Gallon  Station,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  i 

CINCINNATI   CONFERENCE.  CmonficATi.  \ 

Moses  Smith  presented  a  petition  from  Edgar  Conk- 
ling  relating  to  Class-meetings,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

EAST   GENESEE   CONFERENCE.  EastGknisee.  I 

Kasimir  P.  Jervis  presented  a  memorial  on  Bounda- 
ries, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bounda- 
ries, 

GENESEE   CONFERENCE.  Gbktbbb. 

On  motion  of  Albert  D.  Wilbor,  so  much  of  the  I 

Journal  as  relates  to  a  Union  of  the  Northern  Christian  i 

Advocate  with  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

ILLINOIS   CONFERENCE.  Illucob. 

Robert  E.  Guthrie  presented  a  memorial  from  Rev. 

George  Rutledge  on  a  Financial  Plan  for  the  Use  of  i 

Stewards,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  | 

Temporal  Economy.  I 

INDIANA   CONFERENCE.  Indiana. 

James  H.  Noble  presented  a  remonstrance  against  a  '                       i 

Change  of  Conference  Boundaries  from  the  preachers  ! 

of  Greencastle  District,   and   it  was   referred   to   the  "                             ' 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

i 
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Sixth  Dat. 
Iowa, 


Kakbab. 


Minnesota. 


Philaselphia. 


PlTTgBVROR. 


Book  Eiveb. 


TEOt. 


IOWA  CONFERENCE. 
Thomas  E.  Corkhill  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
African  Zion  Church,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

KANSAS  CONFERENCE. 
Joseph  Denison  presented  a  memorial  from  C.  Car- 
penter  and  seven  others  on  the  subject  of  Boundaries, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

MINNESOTA  CONFERENCE, 

Benjamin  F.  Crary  presented  a  petition  from  Prince- 
ton, Minnesota,  signed  by  H.  I.  Shafiner  and  twenty- 
eight  others,  asking  that  a  Book  Depository  be  estab- 
lished at  St.  Paul,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Book  Concern. 

Daniel  Cobb  presented  a  similar  petition  from  Con- 
rad Rheil  and  twenty-four  others,  and  it  was  similarly 
referred. 

PHILADELPHIA    CONFERENCE. 

James  Cunningham  presented  a  memorial  from  Rev. 
J.  Neill  asking  that  the  General  Conference  order  that 
there  be  but  two  relations.  Effective  and  Supernu- 
meraiy,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itin- 
erancy. 

PITTSBURGH   CONFERENCE. 

Sainuel  H.  Nesbit  presented  the  financial  exhibit  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  [See  Ap- 
pendix C,  v.] 

ROCK  RIVER   CONFERENCE. 

Thomas  M.  Eddy  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Trustees  of  the  Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education, 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  pastors  an& 
official  members  of  Chicago,  asking  extension  of  time, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

TROY  CONFERENCE. 
William  Griffin  presented  the  action  of  the  Esperance 
Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  on  Negotiations  between 
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Pastors  and  People  concerninor  the  Pastoral  Relation,      "^^^y  ^• 

^-1  ,^-  T-  Sixth  Day. 

and  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy; 
and,  on  his  motion,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  proposes 
to  strike  the  word  "  superannuated  "  from  the  Dis- 
cipline and  substitute  the  word  "  supernumerary  "  in 
its  stead,  was  referred  to  the  same  committee ;  and  so 
much  as  relates  to  Transfers  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visals. 

VERMONT   COXFERENCE,  Vermont. 

Andes  T.  Bullard  presented  sundry  memorials  on  the 
subject  of  Boundaries,  as  follows,  namely :  One  from 
Enosburgh,  signed  by  Austin  Fuller  and  thirty-four 
others ;  one  from  West  Berkshire,  signed  by  John  K. 
Whitney  and  twenty  others;  one  from  Bakersfield, 
signed  by  Rev.  Alexander  Field  and  eighteen  others ; 
one  from  Richmond,  signed  by  Rev.  W.  Mooney  and 
five  others  ;  one  from  Franklin,  signed  by  W.  C.  Robie 
and  thirty-four  others;  one  from  Cambridge,  signed  by 
M.  O.  Heath  and  three  others;  one  from  Elmore, 
signed  by  L.  H.  Doty  and  twenty-four  others ;  one 
from  St.  Albans  Bay,  signed  by  James  H.  Curry  and 
eight  others ;  one  from  Montgomery,  signed  by  A.  S, 
Sampson  and  twenty  others ;  one  from  Eden,  signed  by 
L.  N.  Ferrand  and  two  others;  one  from  Isle  La 
jVIotte,  signed  by  Rev.  W,  H.  Dean  and  three  others  ; 
one  from  Hyde  Park,  signed  by  S.  A.  Spicer  and  eleven 
others ;  one  from  Ripford  and  East  Berkshire,  signed 
by  Rev.  J.  Powell  and  nineteen  others ;  two  from  Al- 
burgh,  one  signed  by  Z.  S.  Haines  and  sixteen  others,  the 
other  signed  by  H.  J.  Moore  and  eleven  others ;  and 
one  from  Danville  District,  signed  by  A.  T.  Bullard ;  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Putnam  P.  Ray  presented  a  memorial  on  Boundaries 
from  Stowe,  signed  by  Z.  H.  Brown ;  and  another  on 
the  same  subject  from  Williston,  signed  by  Hiram 
Phelps  and  eleven  others ;  and  they  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries, 


"WESTERN  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 

James  Drummond  presented  a  memorial  on  Bounda- 
ries from  R.  D.  Callihan  and  seven  others,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


Wmtkkn  Vib- 
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Sixth  Day. 
West  WiecoN- 

8IN. 


WEST  WISCONSIN   CONFERENCE. 

James  Lawson  presented  memorials  on  Boundai'ies, 
as  follows  :  One  each  from  the  Quarterly  Conferences  of 
Mineral  Point,  Darlington,  and  Fayette ;  one  from 
Beetown,  signed  by  C  Bushnell  and  seven  others ; 
one  from  Platteville,  signed  by  J.  C.  Aspinwall  and 
fifteen  others;  one  from  State  Line,  signed  by  James 
Hightshoe  and  fourteen  others ;  one  from  Shellsburgh, 
signed  by  E.  Tasker  and  twenty-four  others ;  one  from 
Elk  Grove,  signed  by  Wilham  Barrett  and  eleven  oth- 
ers ;  and  one  from  Monroe,  signed  by  E.  M'Ginley  and 
eight  others ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Boundaries. 


Wisconsin. 


Reports   of 
Standing  Com- 
mittees. 


Itinerancy. 
Report  No.  I. 

Case  of  0.  I 
EnudsoD. 


Complaint  may 
not  be  dis- 
missed by  a 
Cli  airman. 


Miscellaneous 
Business. 


WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE. 

Samuel  C.  Thomas  presented  a  memorial  from  Wau- 
pacca,  on  Boundaries,  signed  by  W.  Scott  and  three 
others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries ;  and  Caleb  D.  Pillsbury  presented  a  similar  me- 
morial from  Racine  District,  signed  by  A.  C.  Manwell 
and  seven  other  preachers,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Reports  from  Standing  Committees  being  in  order, 
John  M.  Reid,  Chairman,  submitted  report  No.  I  from 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  and  it  was  adopted,  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  having  examined  that  part  of  the 
Journal  of  the  West  Wisconsin  Conference  which  relates  to  the  case 
of  0.  B.  Knudson,  referred  to  tliem  for  consideration,  would  report 
that,  as  it  appears,  charges  and  specifications  were  preferred  against 
the  said  brotlier,  and  referred  by  tlie  Conference  for  trial  to  a  select 
number  of  nine,  according  to  the  Discipline,  with  a  chairman  ap- 
pointed by  the  bishop.  On  the  assembhng  of  the  select  number, 
their  cliairman,  without  the  consent  of  the  committee,  dismissed  the 
case,  on  account  of  informality  and  indetiniteness  in  the  chai'ges  and 
specifications.  Notice  was  given  that  the  action  in  the  case  would 
be  brought  before  this  General  Conference.  Your  committee  recom- 
mend for  adoption  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  select  number  appointed  to  try  accused  mem- 
bers of  an  Annual  Conference  act  in  the  case  in  the  stead  and 
with  the  powers  of  the  Conference  itself,  and  its  chairman  is  in  the 
place  of  the  bisiiop.  It  is  therefore  improper  for  the  chairman  in 
such  a  case  to  dismiss  a  complaint. 

The  list  of  Conferences  was  called  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  miscellaneous  business,  and  resolutions  were 
presented  and  acted  on,  as  follows : 
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Leaders'  Meet- 
ing. 


DVEay  O. 

BLACK   RIVER   CONFERENCE.  Sixth  Day. 

Black  Eivbk. 

Gardner  Baker  offered  the  folloAving  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  bishops  be  respectfully  requested  to  state  to   Additional 
this  General  Conference,  at  their  earliest  convenience,  whether  in     Bishops, 
their  opinion  the  state  of  the  work  is  such  as  to  require  an  addition 
to  the  present  number  of  bishops,  and  if  any,  how  many. 

John  B.  Foote  offered  the  following  resolutions,  and 
they  Avere  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire    Missionaries  for 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Discipline  so  as  to  allow  a     ijavr  "^^^  *"^ 
bishop  to  appoint  a  member  of  an  annual  conference  as  missionary 
to  the  army  or  navy. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediencj-  of  changing  the  Discipline,  chap,  x,  §  1,  quest.  1, 
ans.  1,  page  127,  by  inserting  "leaders'  meeting-of  circuit  or  station" 
in  place  of  "leader,"  and  "attended  class-meeting"  in  place  of  "met." 
So  that  the  amended  paragraph  shall  read,  "Let  none  be  received 
into  the  Cliurch  until  they  have  attended  class-meeting  at  least  six 
months  on  trial,  and  have  been  recommended  by  the  leaders'  meet- 
ing of  the  circuit  or  station,  and  have  been  baptized." 

Eli  C.  Bruce  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire  Amendments 
into  the  propriety  of  inserting  in  the  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  i,  §  4,  ^^\^^^  Disci- 
quest.  5,  after  the  fonrteentl\  inquiry  in  tlie  order  of  Quarterly  Con- 
ference business,  page  58,  the  two  following  inquiries :  "  Who  con- 
stitute the  stewards  for  the  ensuing  year?"  and  "Who  is  the 
recording  steward?"  Also  of  closing  the  paragraph  in  brackets,  on 
page  58,  with  tlie  words  "are  called  up."  So  that  the  whole 
amended  portion  will  read  as  follows: 

"  15.  Who  constitute  tlie  stewards  for  the  ensuing  year? 

"16.  Who  is  the  recording  steward? 

"17.  Who  is  the  district  steward? 

"18.  Is  there  any  other  business?" 

[In  answer  to  this,  at  the  fourth  Quarterly  Conference,  the  ex- 
amination of  local  preachers,  exhorters,  and  stewards,  and  the 
licensing  of  local  preachers  and  exhorters,  and  recommendations  to 
the  Annual  Conference  for  orders  or  for  admission  into  the  traveling 
connection,  are  called  up.] 


CALIFORNIA  CONFERENCE. 

Jesse  T.  Peck  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  adopted : 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  California  Annual  Con- 
ference, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  and  hereby 
are  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Disci- 
pline by  adding  the  following  as  paragraph  (9),  page  223: 

"(9.)  There  shall  be  a  Book  Committee,  consisting  of  three  mem- 
bers of  the  California  Conference,  two  members  of  the  Oregon  Con- 
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Book  Commit- 
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IMay  O.  ference,  and  one  member  for  each  Annual  Conference  which  may  be 
Sixth  Dat.  constituted  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  to  be  appointed  by  these  Confer- 
ences respectively,  who  sliall  sustain  an  advisory  relation  to  the 
San  Francisco  Methodist  Book  Depository.  They  shall  furnish  such 
information  to  the  Book  Agents  at  Xew  York,  and  make  such  sug- 
gestions to  tliem  and  their  agent  in  San  Francisco  as  the  interests 
of  the  depository  may  require,  and  they  shall  make  annual  reports 
of  the  condition  and  wants  of  said  depository  to  each  of  the  said 
Conferences,  and  once  in  four  years  to  the  General  Conference." 


CiHonraATi.  CINCINNATI   CONFERENCE. 

Moses  Smith  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  and  they  were  adopted  : 

of  Whereas,  At  several  General  Conferences  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  organization  of  a  Conference  of  Appeals ;  be  it  there- 
fore 

Resolved,  That  the  Chair  appoint  a  committee  of  seven  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  organizing  such  Conference,  to 
meet  in  the  intervals  of  the  sessions  of  the  General  Conference. 


Conference 
Appeals. 


DWTBOIT. 


Neglect  of 
ineuDS  of 
grace. 


East      Balti- 

MOBE. 


Ministers  and 
bishops  sala- 
ries. 


New  Bitnal  on 
Baptism. 


DETROIT  CONFERENCE. 

William  E.  Bigelow  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  tlie  Discipline  by  striking  out  the 
words  "to  meet  their  class"  after  the  word  "neglect"  from  quest.  3, 
§  3,  chap,  ii,  on  page  41,  and  substituting  in  their  place  "the 
regularly  appointed  means  of  grace,"  so  that  the  question  shall 
read  :  "  What  shall  we  do  with  those  members  of  our  Church  who 
willfully  and  repeatedly  neglect  the  regularly  appointed  means  of 
grace?" 

EAST  BALTIMORE  CONFERENCE. 

Charles  B.  Tippett  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
and  they  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  be  requested 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a  chauge  iu  the  manner  of  esti- 
mating and  paying  the  salaries  of  the  bishops,  and  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  deceased  bishops. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  restoring  to  its  proper  place  in  the 
Discipline  the  paragraph  in  relation  to  the  collection  of  salaries 
by  law,  which  paragraph  was  stricken  out  four  years  ago. 

Jacob  S.  M'Murray  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
and  they  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Ritual  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  amending  the  proposed  new  Ritual  for  the 
Baptism  of  Infants,  page  12,  so  that  instead  of  the  words,  "We  do 
therefore  solemnU'  admonish,"  etc.,  it  shall  read: 

("  Do  you  therefore  solemnly  engage  to  fulfill  these  duties  so  far 
as  in  you  lies? 

"  Ans.  I  will  endeavor  so  to  do,  the  Lord  being  my  helper.") 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the   Tenure  of  Church    Prop-  Miay  9. 

erty  be  instructed  to  inquire   into   the  expediency  of  inserting  a  Sixth  Day. 

clause  in  the   DiscipUne   recommending  all  boards  of  Trustees  as  Incorporation 

•  *                     •  of  7riist663 
early  as  practicable  to  secure  an  act  ot  mcorporation. 

Resolved,  That   the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in-  (^imrdi  penal- 

quire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline,  §  2,  Part  ties. 
II,  page  128,   as  to  designate  the  diflfereut  grades  of  Church  penal- 
ties corresponding  to  the  diflerent  grades  of  offense. 


Stationing  pre- 
siding elders. 


EAST   GENESEE   CONFERENCE.  East  Gknesee. 

Augustus  C.  George  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  instructed  to  re- 
port to  this  Conference  at  an  early  day  whether,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Committee,  the  bishops  have  authority,  under  the  present 
rule  of  discipline,  to  appoint  a  presiding  elder  to  the  charge  of  a 
station  or  circuit. 

Sylvester  L.  Congdon  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  which  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  Many  of  our  people  in  some  parts  of  our  work  desire 
a  modification  of  the  presiding  eldership,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  practicability  and  expediency  of  so  changing  the 
duties  of  the  presiding  elder  as  to  render  it  possible  for  him  to  be 
stationed  as  are  the  other  preachers. 


ERIE   CONFERENCE.  Eek. 

Russell  H.  Hurlburt  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  inserting  in  the  Discipline  a  rule  requir 
ing  every  preacher  who  shall  solemnize  a  marriage  to  furnish  to  the 
parties  a  certificate  of  the  same,  with  date,  place,  witnesses,  etc. 


Marriage    Cer- 
tificates. 


GENESEE   CONFERENCE. 


Genesee. 


John  B.  W^ntworth  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  which  were  adopted  : 

Inasmuch  as  our  General  Rules,  which  require  those  who  join  Knle  on  Slave- 
our  societies  to  abstain  from  doing  any  harm,  and  to  do  all  possible  ^Y- 
good  both  to  the  bodies  and  the  souls  of  men,  are  a  sufficient  con- 
demnation of  the  great  crimes  of  piracy,  robbery,  murder,  and  adul- 
tery, without  any  specific  enumeration  of  these  crimes,  and,  hence 
do,  without  specific  mention,  still  more  emphatically  condemn  the 
greater  crime  of  Slavery,  which  is  the  sum  of  all  these  villainies : 
and  since,  by  the  speedy  destruction  of  this  system  of  unmitigated 
wrong  and  cruelty,  which  we  anticipate  as  a  necessary  result  of  the 
declared  policy  of  the  government  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and 
the  reconstruction  of  the  rebellious  states,  any  special  inhibition  of 
slavery  and  slaveholding  incorporated  in  the  Constitution  of  our 
Church  must  soon  become  obsolete,   and   could  have  no  practical 
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effect,  but  only  serve  as  a  memorial  of  the  former  complicity  of 
Church  and  State  with  this  stupendous  wrong,  by  which  the  civil- 
ization and  Christianity  of  the  nineteenth  century  in  our  country 
have  become  lastingly  disgraced,  without  the  use  of  extraordinary 
means  for  perpetuating  their  shame:  therefore 

Resolved,  ].  That  the  Committee  on  Slavery  be  instructed  care- 
fully to  consider  tlie  wisdom  and  propriety  of  recommending  iu 
their  forthcoming  report,  not  any  amendment  of  our  present  Rule 
on  Slavery,  but  an  elimination  of  that  Rule,  by  the  action  of  this 
Conference  and  the  concurrent  action  of  a  constitutional  majority 
in  the  Annual  Conferences. 

Resolved,  2.  That  tlie  Committee  on  Slavery  be  also  instructed  to 
consider  whether  there  cannot  be,  by  this  conference,  and  before 
any  change  can  be  effected  in  the  General  Rules,  such  an  interpret- 
ation of  these  Rules,  and  such  statutory  enactments  introduced 
into  the  Discipline  in  answer  to  the  question  "  What  shall  be  done 
for  the  extirpation  of  the  evil  of  Slavery?"  as  shall,  without  doing 
any  violence  to  the  letter  or  spirit  of  our  constitutional  law,  forbid 
the  admission  of  slaveholders  into  our  communion,  and  also  re- 
quire the  expulsion  of  any  of  this  class  of  sinners  who  may  now 
chance  to  be  members  of  our  Church. 


Illinois.  ILLmOIS   CONFERENCE. 

Robert  E.  Guthrie  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

Leaders'  Meet-        Resolved,  That  the  Commit iee  on  Revisals  be  mstnicted  to  con- 
ing- sider  the  propriety  of  preparing  a  list  of  questions  in  the  Discipline 
for  the  use  of  leaders'  meetings,  so  as  to  secure  uniformity  in  the 
order  of  business  in  those  meetings. 

Sarason  Shinn  offered  the  following  resolutions,  and 
they  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  striking  out  of  the  Discipline  questions  4  and  5, 
with  their  answers,  of  §  3,  chap,  ii,  Part  I,  page  42,  commencing', 
"How  often  shall  we  permit,"  etc. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  striking  out  ans.  2,  quest.  1,  chap,  ii,  §  12, 
Part  II,  page  84,  which  reads  as  follows :  "  To  renew  the  tickets  for 
the  admission  of  members  into  love-feast  quarterly." 


Admission  to 
love-feast. 


Indiai«^a. 


Support  of  Su- 
perannuates. 


INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

George  W.  Walker  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  be  requested 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  Discipline,  page  56, 
§  4,  quest.  4,  item  9,  by  adding,  "  Taking  into  account  the  amount  of 
his  or  her  income  for  the  current  year,"  so  that  the  whole  paragraph 
shall  read : 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Quarterly  Conference  of  each 
charge  within  whose  bounds  a  superannuated  preacher,  or  wid- 
ow or  child  of  a  deceased  preacher  may  reside,  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  amount 
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necessary  to  assist  such  preacher,  widow,  or  child  to  obtain  a  com-       IMay  9. 
fortable  support,  taking  into  account  the  amount  of  his  or  her  income      Sixth  Day. 
for  the  current  year,  and  such  estiaiate  shall  be  sent  up  to  the  annual 
conference  with  which  such  claimant  maj-  be  connected,  and  subject 
to  the  action  of  said  annual  conference." 

Besdved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire    Means  of  Grace, 
into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  Discipline,  page  66,  §  3,  quest.  3, 
item  3,  by  erasing  '"exercise"  and  inserting  "constant  sense,"  so 
that  the  paragraph  shall  read : 

"  These  may  be  used  without  fruit.  But  there  are  some  means 
which  cannot,  namely:  watching,  denying  ourselves,  taking  up  our 
cross,  constant  sense  of  the  presence  of  God." 

The  following  resolutions,  offered  by  WHliain  M'K. 
Hester,  Avere  adopted: 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con-    Disciplinary 
sider  the  propriety  of  so  changing  the  answer  to  quest.  5,  page  57,     n"**^""]*  Con! 
of  the  Discipline  that  it  may  read  as  follows:  ferences. 

Ans.  We  inquire, 

1.  Are  there  any  complaints  ? 

2.  Are  there  any  appeals  ? 

3.  Is  there  any  change  desired  in  the  Board  of  Stewards  ? 

4.  What  amount  is  estimated  for  the  support  of  the  pastors  of 
this  charge  the  present  year? 

5.  What  amount  has  been  received  for  the  support  of  the  pastors 
the  present  quarter  ? 

6.  Is  there  a  written  report  on  Sabbath-schools,  and  the  religious 
instruction  of  children? 

7.  Are  there  any-  further  reports, 
(1.)  From  the  pastor? 

(2.)  From  the  stewards? 

[Note. — The  stewards  shall  report  (I)  the  whole  quarterly  claim; 
(2)  deficiency  past  quarter ;  (3)  amount  received ;  (4)  total  deficiency 
or  overplus ;  (5)  amount  paid  to  pastor ;  (6)  amount  paid  to  presid- 
ing eld^.] 

(3.)  From  trustees  ? 

(4.)  From  committees  ? 

8.  Is  there  any  miscellaneous  business? 

9.  What  amounts  have  been  contributed  this  year, 
(1.)  For  missions? 

(2.)  For  the  Sunday-School  Union  ? 

(3.)  For  the  tract  cause?  * 

(4.)  For  conference  claimants  ? 

10.  How  many  subscribers  have  been  obtained  for  our  periodicals? 

11.  Are  the  Church  records  properly  kept? 

12.  Who  constitute  the  committees  for  the  ensuing  year? 
■*  (].)  The  Estimating  Committee  ? 

(2.)  The  Sunday-School  Committee  ? 
(3.)  The  Mission  Committee? 

13.  Who  is  the  District  Steward? 

[The  examination  of  local  preachers  and  exhorters,  and  recom- 
mendations to  annual  conferences  for  orders  or  for  admission  into 
the  traveling  connection,  shall  take  place  under  the  eighth  question 
at  the  fourth  quarterly  conference ;  the  licensing  of  local  preachers  at 
any  quarterly  conference.] 

N.  B.  Question  4  is  asked  only  at  the  first  quarterly  conference ; 
questions  9,  10,  11,  12,  13  at  the  last  quarterly  conference. 
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M!ay  9.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Slavery  be  requested  to  inquire 

Sixth  Day.  into  the  expediency  of  recommending  in  their  Report  the  change  of 

Bnle  on  Slave-  the  General  Rule  on  Slavery  so  as  to  read  as  follows:   "Slavery: 

'y*  the  buymg,  selling,  or  holding  of  a  human  being  as  a  chatteL" 


KJiSBiS. 


Committee  on 
Freedmen. 

Ordination  of 
Chaplains. 


KAXSAS  CONFERENCE. 

Hugh  D.  Fisher  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
and  they  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  Calvin  Kingsley  be  added  to  the  Committee  on 
Freedmen. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  the  Discipline,  page  112,  chap. 
6,  N.  B.,  that  it  will  read:  "Whenever  a  preacher  on  trial  is  se- 
lected by  a  bishop  for  a  mission,  or  by  the  proper  executive,  mili- 
tary, or  state  authorities  for  a  chaplaincy  in  the  army,  navy,  hos- 
pitals, or  prisons,  he  may,  if  elected  by  an  Annual  Conference, 
with  the  approbation  of  a  bishop,  be  ordained  by  him  before  his 
probation  ends." 


Michigan. 


Mode  of  mak- 
ing appoint- 
ments. 


Committee 
Trial 


MICHIGAN   CONFERENCE. 

Horace  Hall  presented  the  following  resolutions, 
and  they  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  inserting  in  the  Discipline  the  following  words : 
"In  associate  counsel  with  the  presiding  elders  of  the  Conference," 
Part  II,  chap.  3,  §  1,  quest.  3,  ans.  3,  page  92,  so  that  it  will  read, 
"  To  fix  the  appointments  of  tlie  preachers  in  associate  counsel  with 
the  presiding  elders  of  the  Conference." 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  inserting  in  the  Discipline  the  following  words  : 
"And  advise  with  them  at  the  Annual  Conferences  in  fixinj^the  ap- 
pointment of  the  preachers,"  Part  II,  chap,  iv,  §  1,  quest.  4,  ans.  8, 
page  100,  so  that  it  wUl  read:  "To  attend  the  bishops  when  pres- 
ent in  his  district,  and  to  give  them,  when  absent,  all  necessary  in- 
formation by  letter  of  the  state  of  his  district,  and  advise  with 
them  at  the  Annual  Conference  in  fixing  the  appointments  of  the 
preachers." 

Francis  B.  Bangs  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

of  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  instructed  to 
inquire  as  to  the  right  of  a  Committee  of  Trial,  appointed  by  an 
Annual  Conference,  to  hold  a  session  during  the  intervals  of  Con- 
ference for  trial  of  any  of  its  members. 


MiiramoTA.  MINNESOTA  CONFERENCE. 

Daniel  Cobb  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it 
was  adopted: 

The    presiding        Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
eldership.  Jq^q  ^^e  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline,  treating  of  the  ap- 
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pointment  of  presiding  elders  and  their  work,  that  the  several  An- 
nual Conferences  shall  be  at  liberty  to  modify  their  relation  to  their 
work,  and  the  work  itself  within  their  respective  bounds,  as 
shall  best  harmonize  with  their  varied  circumstances  and  de- 
mands. 


IVtay  9. 

Sixth  Day. 


NEWAEK   CONFERENCE.  Newark. 

Alexander  L.  Brice  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution : 

WJiereas,  There  is  a  general  disposition  in  a  large  portion  of  our    Pulpit  exchang- 
work  to  establish  stations;  and  es. 

Whereas,  This  tends  to  undermine  the  itinerancy  and  promote 
Congregationalism,  and  thereby  destroy  the  connectional  unity  of 
our  Church ;   therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  requested  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  arrangements  for  a  frequent 
and  regular  exchange  of  pulpits  in  all  our  work. 


Thomas  C.  Gardner  moved  to  lay  the  preamble  on 
the  table,  and  the  motion  prevailed  by  a  vote  of  79  to 
44,  after  which  the  resolution  was  adopted, 

Stacey  W.  Hilliard  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  in  all  practicable  cases  we  give  it  as  our  judgment 
that  no  change  of  boundary  lines  should  be  perfected  without  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Conferences  geographically  interested. 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  declare  this  principle  of 
change  as  its  rule  of  action. 

James  Drummond  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost;  whereupon,  on 
motion  of  Benjamin  Pilsbury,  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

On  motion  of  Nicholas  Vansant,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  IT,  chap,  x, 
§  2,  answer  to  question  1,  page  128,  by  inserting  the  following 
clause  after  the  word  "  taken,"  namely  :  "  When  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  demand  it  the  presiding  elder  of  the  district  may  ap- 
point a  preacher  to  preside  during  the  trial;  but  his  jurisdiction 
shall  cease  with  the  verdict  of  the  committee." 


Conference 
Boundaries 
and       State 
Lines. 


Trial  of  minis- 
ters. 


NEW   ENGLAND   CONFERENCE.  NbwEnolakd. 

On  motion  of  John  H.  Twombly,  the  following  res- 
olution was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire    Ordination    of 
into  the  expediency  of  adding  to  the  exceptions  in  the  third  item     Ciiaplains,  etc. 
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]M[ay  9.  in  the  answer  to  quest.  2,  §  1,  chap,  iii,  Part  IT,  page  93  of  the 
Sixth  Day.  Discipline  the  following  phrase,  namely  :  "  Or  to  the  national  serv- 
ice in  the  Army  or  Xavy,"  so  that  the  two  last  exceptions  shall 
read  as  follows:  "And  also  when  requested  by  an  Annual  Con- 
ference to  appoint  a  preacher  for  a  longer  time  than  two  years  to 
any  seminary  of  learning  not  under  our  care,  or  to  the  national 
Berviee  in  the  Army  or  Navy." 


New  Jbeset. 


Kelation  of  the 
Chnrch  to  pub- 
lic schools. 


NEW  JERSEY  CONFERENCE. 

Samuel  Y.  Monroe  offered  the  folloAving  resoltition, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Education  be  instructed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  relation  of  our  denomination  to  the  subject  of 
public  schools,  and  suggest  what  measures,  if  any,  are  necessary  to 
secure  our  proportionate  influence  and  control  in  their  management 
and  instruction. 


Netv    Toek 
£abt. 


BelatioQ  of  bap- 
tized children. 


NEW    YORK  EAST   CONFERENCE. 

Edwin  E.  Griswold  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  extending  the  section  in  our  Discipline 
"  On  the  relation  of  baptized  children  to  the  Church  "  as  to  provide 
for  the  formation  of  classes  of  catechumens. 

The  proposal  is  that  serious  minded  children,  and  children  pro- 
fessing to  be  regenerated,  instead  of  being  entered  at  once  on  pro- 
bation and  put  under  ordinary  leaders,  shall  be  put  in  small  classes 
by  themselves  under  the  guidance  and  instruction  of  persons  of 
intelligence  and  piety — females  where  it  is  possible — preparatory 
to  their  being  admitted  on  trial. 


Daniel  Curry  offered  a  series  of  resolutions,  as  fol- 
lows ;  and,  on  his  motion,  they  Mere  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy : 

rian  of  Episco-  Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  the  more  effective  supervision  of  the 
pal  districts.  aff'airs  of  the  Church,  and  especially  the  pastoral  visitation  of  the 
work,  by  the  bishops,  during  the  intervals  between  the  sessions  of 
the  annual  conferences,  the  number  of  bishops  should  be  increased, 
and  the  work  so  distributed  that  appropriate  fields  of  pastoral  over- 
sight may  be  assigned  to  the  bishops  severally  during  each  quad- 
rennial term  between  the  sessions  of  the  General  Conference. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  with  the  advice 
and  assistance  of  the  bishops,  distribute  tlie  work  into  portions,  over 
each  of  which  one  of  the  r)ishops  shall  have  the  special  but  not 
exclusive  oversight,  and  within  or  near  to  which  such  bishop 
should  be  expected  to  reside,  said  portions  to  be  made  up,  as  far  as 
may  be,  of  contiguous  conferences. 

Resolved,  That  the  annexed  plan  of  distributing  the  annual  confer- 
ences for  the  pastoral  oversight  of  the  bishops  severally,  as  provided 
for  in  the  above  resolution,  is  respectfully  submitted  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  and  the  General  Confer- 
ence, namely: 
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No.  I. 

Preachers. 

East  Maine 98 

Maine 124 

New  England 195 

New  liarapsliire 126 

Providence 117 

Vermont 145 

805 
No.  IL 

New  York 265 

New  York  East 192 

Troy 207 

Newark 151 

815  117,479 

No.  III. 

New  Jersey 1.^9  25,514 

Philadelpliia 264  59,429 

East  Balcimore 233  36,991 

Baltimore 91  21,263 


Miay  O. 

Members. 

Sixth  Day. 

10,431 

12,599 

19,338 

12,231 

15,581 

14,329 

84,779 

37,771 

30,781 

26,093 

22,834 

727  143,197 

No.  IV. 

Black  River 207  22,475 

Oneida 187  20,145 

Wyoming 109  16,079 

East    Genesee 195  22,334 

Genesee 117  9,029 


815  90,062 
No.  V. 

Erie 228  28,209 

Pittsburgh 241'  42,433 

Western  Virginia 87  14,391 


556  85,032 
No.  VI. 

Ohio 146  32,338 

Cincinnati 184  30,297 

North  Ohio.. 146  18,340 

Central  Ohio 119  16,667 

Kentucky 18  2,271 

613  99,913 

No.  VII. 

Indiana 114  24,236 

Southeastern  Indiana 109  21,264 

Nortli  Indiana 128  26,686 

Northwestern  Indiana 121  19,239 

Detroit 147  15,994 

Michigan 132  15,313 

731  122,732 
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IMay  9.  No.  Vni. 

Sixth  Dat.  Preachers.  Members. 

Southern  lUiuois 128  19.097 

Illinois 179  29.284 

Central  Illinois 146  18,273 

Rock  River 197  21,836 

Wisconsin 143  11,801 

"SVest  Wisconsin 64  7.503 

Northwest   Wisconsin 35  2,491 

T92  110,285 

Xo.  IX. 

Minnesota 117  7,292 

Upper  Iowa 147  14,345 

Iowa 103  16,971 

Western  Iowa 46  6,798 

Nebraska 16  1,603 

Missouri  and  Arkansas 33  4,371 

Kansas 70  5,793 

532  57,173 

No.  X. 

California 96  4,510 

Oregon 45  2,753 

141               7,263 
No.  XI. 
Foreign  Missions 

[It  is  suggested  that,  if  thought  advisable.  No.  Y  may  be  distrib- 
uted :  Erie  to  No.  IV,  Western  Virginia  to  No.  Ill,  and  Pittsburgh 
to  No.  VI.] 

Benjamin  Pilsbury  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted  : 

Amendments  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  are  hereby  requested 

to  Discipline,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  striking  out  of  the  Discipline  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  answer  to  the  first  question,  Part  II,  chap,  ii, 
§  12,  page  84. 

Re-wIved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  are  hereby 
requested  to  consider  the  propriety  of  striking  out  of  the  Discipline 
the  twenty-first  and  twenty-second  paragraphs  of  the  answer  to 
quest.  1,  Part  II.  chap,  ii,  §  12,  page  87. 


XOETUWiST 
ISDIASA. 


Committee  of 
Trial 


NORTHWEST  INDIANA   CONFERENCE. 

John  L.  Smith  offered  the  following  resolutions,  and 
they  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  exam- 
ine and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline, 
Part  II,  ch.ap.  x,  ^  2,  quest.  1,  page  128,  by  inserting  after  'a  select 
number"  the  words  "of  not  less  than  five,"  so  that  it  shall  read,  "a 
select  number  of  not  less  than  five." 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Kevisals  be  requested  to  examine       nviay  9. 
aTid  report  upon  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  I,      Sixth  Day. 
chap,  ii,  §3,  as  to  substitute  for  the  present  heading  of  the  section,    Neglect  of  wor- 
"  Class-meetings,  Love-feasts,  and  otlier  Means  of  Grace."  ship. 

Also  to  insert  in  quest.  3  of  §  3,  after  the  word  "neglect,"  "the 
ordinances  of  God,"  so  that  the  question  shall  read:  "What  shall 
we  do  with  those  members  of  our  Church  who  willfully  and  repeat- 
edly neglect  the  ordinances  of  God  ?'' 

Also  to  strike  out  all  of  said  section  after  the  words,  "  let  them 
bo,"  and  insert  the  word  "expelled,"  so  that  that  portion  of  ans.  2 
to  quest.  3  shall  read :  "  And  if  they  be  found  guilty  of  willful  neg- 
lect by  a  decision  of  a  majority  of  the  members  before  whom  their 
case  is  brought,  let  them  be  expelled." 


NORTHWEST  WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE.  Nokthwest 

W18CON8IK. 

Chauncey  Hobart  offered  the  following  resolution, 

which  was  ado^Jted. : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  seven  on  Court  of  Appeals  be  Trial  of  bishops, 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adding  a  third  section  to 
the  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap.  v.  page  111,  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing to  our  bishops  tlie  right  of  trial  and  appeal,  and  of  securing  to 
members  of  Annual  Conferences  a  less  tardy  mode  of  disposing  of 
cases  of  appeal. 

SECTION   III. 

Method  of  trying  a  bishop  when  accused  of  immorality,  and  of 
trj'ing  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  an  Annual  Conference,  by 
which  a  member  has  been  censured,  admonished,  suspended,  or 
expelled. 

Quest.  1.  Wiiat  shall  be  done  when  a  bishop  shall  be  accused  of 
immorality,  or  when  a  member  of  an  Annual  Conference  shall  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  Conference,  or  committee  of  Conference,  by 
which  he  has  been  admonished,  censured,  suspended,  or  expelled? 

Ans.  1.  The  several  Annual  Conferences  at  each-  session  shall 
elect  not  less  than  three,  or  more  than  nine  delegates,  who  shall 
serve  until  the  next  ensuing  Annual  Conference;  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  severallj',  when  convened  as  hereinafter  set  forth,  (1)  to 
investigate  all  charges,  and  (2)  to  hear  and  finally  determine  all  ap- 
peals which  may  be  properly  brouglit  before  them. 

2.  When  a  member  of  an  Annual  Conierence  shall  have  been  cen- 
sured, suspended,  or  expelled,  and  appeals  from  the  decision  of  the 
Conference,  it  sliall  be  the  duty  of  the  bishop  presiding,  assisted  by 
one  or  more  of  his'  colleagues,  within  a  reasonable  time  to  call  to- 
gether not  less  than  nine  or  more  than  fifteen  delegates  at  some 
convenient  place,  nine  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  who  shall 
hear  and  finally  determine  all  cases  brought  before  them. 

3.  The  bi.shop  shall  fix  the  time  and  place  for  trying  the  appeal, 
of  which  notice  shall  be  given  by  him  to  the  appellant,  and  a  bishop 
who  did  not  preside  at  the  trial  shaU  preside  at  the  appeal,  and  shall 
appoint  a  secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  correct  minutes 
of  the  trial ;  which  minutes,  when  approved  and  signed  by  the  bish- 
ops, secretary,  and  members  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  shall  be  filed 
with  the  papers  of  <he  Conference  from  whose  decision  the  appeal 
Avas  taken. 

4.  One  or  more  of  the  members  of  the  Conference,  as  it  may  direct, 
from  whose  decision  an  appeal  has  been  taken,  shall  appear  in  be- 
half of  the  Conference.  The  secretary  of  the  Conference  shall  furnish 
the  testimony  taken  at  the  trial,  which  shall  be  transmitted  by  the 
bishop  to  the  Court  of  Appeals. 
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!Ma.y  0.  5.  Wheu  a  bishop  sliall  be  accused  of  immorality,  and  the  charges 

Sixth  Dat.  and  specifications  have  been  properly  made  out,  and  signed  by  at 
least  two  elders  of  our  Church,  it  shall  be  tlie  dutj'  of  the  senior  un- 
accused bishop  (1)  to  furnish  the  accused  with  a  copy  of  tlie  charges 
and  specifications,  and  (2)  to  call  together  at  least  twenty-five  dele- 
gates at  some  convenient  place,  who,  in  connection  with  the  other 
bishops,  shall  constitute  a  Judicial  Conference,  who  shall  investigate 
the  case,  and  shall  acquit,  suspend,  or  expel  the  accused,  proper 
notice  having  been  given  to  the  accused  of  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting  of  said  Conference. 

6.  The  senior  unaccused  bishop  shall  fix  the  tiine  and  place  of 
liolding  the  Judicial  Conference,  and  shall  call  its  members  together. 
The  Conference,  after  it  has  assembled,  shall  elect  its  own  president, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  the  trial,  to  appoint  a  secretary, 
to  see  that  correct  minutes  of  the  trial  are  kept,  and  to  transmit  the 
same  to  the  next  General  Conference. 

7.  In  case  of  suspension  or  expulsion,  the  accused  shall  have  the 
right  of  appeal  to  the  next  General  Conference. 

8.  The  expenses  accruing  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  be  paid  by  collections  taken  up  for  that  purpose. 


Oneida. 


Stationed 
Preachers  to 
Solemnize 
Hatrimony. 


Extension      of 
Pastoral  Term. 


Raising  Sup- 
plies. 


ONEIDA  CONFERENCE. 

Albert  S.  Graves  offered  the  following  resolution, 

which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline  as  to  authorize  pro- 
bationers in  our  Conferences,  who  are  not  ordained  deacons  and 
have  charge  of  stations  or  circuits,  to  solemnize  the  rite  of  matri- 
mony in  those  states  where  the  civil  laws  so  allow. 

Daniel  A.  Whedon  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution : 

Whereas,  A  great  diversity  of  opinion  exists  in  the  Church  re- 
specting the  propriety  of  any  change  in  the  Discipline,  so  as  to  allow 
a  longer  period  than  two  years  of  pastoral  service  upon  the  same 
station;  and 

Whereas  it  is  believed  that  a  large  and  respectable  portion  of  our 
ministers  and  people  desire  an  extension  to  at  least  five  3'ears,  in  the 
opinion  that  anything  less  will  be  insufficient;  while  another  large 
and  respectable  portion  fear  the  effects  of  any  extension  whatever 
upon  our  system  of  itinerancy ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  suspending,  during  the  next  quadrennial 
term,  the  rule  of  Discipline  in  Part  II,  chap,  iii,  §  1,  quest.  3,  aus.  3, 
page  92,  which  reads  as  follows :  "  Provided  he  shall  not  allow  any 
preacher  to  remain  in  the  same  station  more  than  two  years  suc- 
cessively." 

•  On  motion  of  William  H.  Goode,  the  resolution  was 

laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  103  to  49. 

Daniel  A.  Whedon  offered  the  following  resolutions, 

and  they  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Revisals  consider  the  propriety 
of  so  altering  the  Discipline,  Part  V,  chap,  i,  §  1,  paragraph  1,  page 
230,  by  striking  out  the  word  "above-mentioned,"  that  it  shall  read, 
'•the  more  effectually  to  raise  the  amount  necessary  to  meet  the 
allowances,"  etc. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire      Miay  O. 
into  the  propriety  of  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  V,  chap,  i,  §  3,      Sixth  Dat. 

quest.  1,  ans.  1,  page  234,  bj'  strikiug  out  all  of  said  answer  after  Church   Build- 
the  word  "unavoidable."  *"S- 


OREGON  COXFERENCE. 


Obegon. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolution,  offered  by 
Thomas  H.  Pearne,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions : 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the    Missionary 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli  are  possessed  of  about  forty-five  or  fifty     Property  in 
acres  of  land  in  Salem,  Oregon,  which  lands  should  be  used  for  the        regon. 
advancement  of  our  cause  in  Oregon ;  and 

Whereas,  It  was  the  well-understood  intention  of  Rev.  George 
Gary,  while  superintendent  of  the  Oregon  Missjpn,  that  they  should 
be  so  applied;  and 

Whereas,  The  "Wallamet  University  is  in  great  need  of  an  endow- 
ment fund;  and 

Whereas,  The  disposition  of  said  lands  for  such  an  endowment  fund 
would  be  most  appropriate  and  useful ;  therefore 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society    Wallamet  Uni- 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  be  and  tliey  are  hereby  author-     versity. 
ized,  so  far  as  this  General  Conference  may  a\ithorize,  to  convey  to 
the  trustees  of  the  AVallamet  University  in  Salem,  Oregon,  all  the 
lands  in  and  near  Salem,  Oregon,  now  belonging  to  the  said  Board 
of  Managers ;  the  said  lands  and  their  avails  to  be  used  by  the  trust-  • 

ees  of  the  said  Wallamet  University  as  an  endowment  fund,  the 
interest  only  of  which  shall  be  expended  for  the  support  of  said 
institution. 


PHILADELPHIA  CONFERENCE. 

Joseph  Castle  presented  the  following  invitation, 
which,  on  motion  of  Lucius  H.  King,  was  accepted: 

Union-  League  House,  May  9,  1864. 

To  THE   General   Conference   of   the   Methodist    Episcopal 
Church. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  instructed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Union  League  of  Philadelphia  to  invite  j-ou  to  visit  the  League 
House  at  any  time  that  may  be  convenient  to  you  during  3'our  ses- 
sion in  this  city.  If  no  other  time  may  be  more  agreeable  to  you, 
we  would  respectfully  suggest  Monday  evening,  at  eight  o'clock,  as 
a  time  when  you  will  be  welcomed  by  the  largest  assemblage  of  our 
members. 

The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  cannot  be  insensible  to  the 
wisely  patriotic  course  pursued  by  tlie  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  we  desire  to  testify  to  your  body 
the  sympathy  wliieh  we  feel  for  j-our  opinions. 

With  the  profoundest  respect,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 
Georg#  H.  Boker,  Sec'y  U.  L.,  Phila. 

Joseph  Castle  presented  the  following  communica- 
tion, which,  on  motion  of  Miner  Raymond,  was  referred 
to  a  committee  consisting  of  the  delegation  of  the 
Philadelphia  Conference : 


PHn.ADKLPHIA. 


Invitation      to 
visit  the 

Union  League 
Booms. 


116 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


[1864. 


nVEay  9. 
Sixth  Day. 

Photograph  of 
General  Con- 
ference. 


Building 
Churches 
proximity. 


Philadelphia,  May  2,  1864. 

To  THE  Bishops  and  Mejibers  of  the  General  Conference  op 
THE  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Dear  Brethren, — The  undersigned  having  been  present  at  the 
opening  of  Conference,  had  suggested  to  his  mind  the  propriety  of 
having  a  picture  of  the  scene  presented,  would  respectfully  ask  per- 
mission to  liave  the  interior  of  tiie  church  photographed  during  the 
session  of  the  Conference.  If  my  request  should  be  granted,  I 
pledge  myself  to  give  one  half  of  the  net  proceeds  of  sale  to  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Tours  respectfully,  Thomas  Cochran. 

Joseph  Mason  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  introducing  a  rule  into  the  Discipline  to  pre- 
vent the  building  o^ohurches  in  such  close  proximity  as  to  interfere 
with  their  efficiency,  which  is  a  growing  evil  in  many  parts  of  our 
work;  and  in  cases  of  dispute  upon  this  point,  whether  it  would 
not  be  well  to  appoint  in  each  presiding  elder's  district  a  board, 
composed  of  an  equal  number  of  ministers  and  laymen,  to  whom  such 
cases  may  be  referred. 


PiwsBUBGH.  PITTSBUEGH  CONFERENCE. 

James  Henderson  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Boundaries    of       Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  instructed  to  in- 
Pittsburgh.         quire  into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  the  boundary  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Conference    as  to  include  in  said  Conference  the  cities  of 
Zanesville  and  Marietta. 


Rock  Eiter. 


Evening 
ice. 


Youth's  depart- 
ment in  S.  S. 
Advocate. 


Appointment 
of  agents. 


ROCK  RIVER  CONFERENCE. 

Samuel  A.  W.  Jewett  offered  the  following  resolu- 
lions,  which  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
and  report  as  to  the  expediency  of  so  changing  answer  3  to  quest.  1, 
§  1,  chap,  ii,  as  to  provide  for  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  in  the 
evening  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  requested 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  adding  to  the  Sunday-School  Advocate 
a  department  more  especially  adapted  to  the  youth  and  larger  schol- 
ars of  our  Sunday-Schools,  and  report  to  this  Conference. 

Thomas  M.  Eddy  offered  the  folio ^ying  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider and  report  as  to  the  expediency  of  amending  ans.  3,  quest.  3, 
chap,  iii.  Part  II  of  the  Discipline,  by  adding  at  its  close  the  words 
"and  agents  of  benevolent  institutions,"  so  that  the  closing  sen- 
tences sliall  read,  "  and  also  to  appoint  an  agent  or  agents  for  the 
benefit  of  our  literary  institutions,  an  agent  for  the  German  Publish- 
ing Fund,  and  agents  of  benevolent  institutions." 
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Luke  Hitchcock  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  be  requested  to 
consider  the  subject  of  the  attendance  of  the  children  of  our  Sunday- 
Schools  on  public  worship ;  also  whether  some  recommendation  by 
this  Con'erence.  requesting  and  providing  for  the  teachers  to  accom- 
pany their  classes  when  practicable,  would  not  further  this  desirable 
object. 

William  T.  Harlow  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Eevisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  proprietj'  of  addmg  the  following  question  and  answer  to 
the  list  of  questions  in  cl^ap.  viii,  §  3,  page  118,  namely: 

Quest.  4.  What  shall  be  done  when  a  local  elder  or  deacon  has, 
from  any  cause,  bepome  so  unacceptable  that  the  exercise  of  his 
ministerial  functions  is  an  injury  to  the  circuit  or  station  to  which 
he  belongs? 

Ans.  1.  The  Quarterly  Conference  shall,  if  in  their  judgment  such 
complaint  is  well  founded,  affectionately  advise  the  local  elder  or 
deacon  to  desist. 

2.  In  case  the  local  elder  or  deacon  refuses  to  comply  with  such 
advice,  the  Quarterly  Conference  may,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the 
members  present  and  voting,  deprive  him  of  his  ministerial  ofiBce. 


INIay  9. 

Sixth  Day. 


Sunday-school 
children        at 
public      wor- 
ship. 


Unacceptable 
preachers. 


SOUTHERN"   ILLINOIS   CONFEREXCE.  Soitthekn  Illi- 

nois. 

Alfred  B.  Xisbet  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con-    Non-admission 
sider  the  expediency  of  inserting  in  the  Discipline  a  rule  to  prevent     of  traitors, 
persons  that  are  tainted  with  treason  toward  the  United  States  of 
America  from  becoming  members  of  the  Church. 


TROY  CONFERENCE. 


Teoy. 


Stephen  D.  Brown  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  instructed  to  con-  Presidency  of 
sider  the  expediency  of  substituting  the  following  for  quest.  4,  §  3,  tlje  Annual 
chap,  i,  Part  II,  page  49  of  the  Discipline,  so  that  it  shall  read :  Conference. 

Quest  4.  Who  shall  preside  at  the  Annual  Conferences  ? 

Ans.  The  bishop.  In  case  no  bishop  be  present,  a  member  of  the 
Conference  appointed  by  the  bishop  shall  preside.  But  if  no,  ap- 
pointment is  made,  or  the  person  appointed  do  not  attend,  the  Con- 
ference shall  elect  a  president  by  ballot  without  debate. 

Bostwick  Hawley  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire    DutiM  of 

into  the  propriety  of  altering  the  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  §  12,     preachers     in 
by  striking  out  the  last  clause  of  rule  7,  page  88,  and  adding  t'heso  '  *="*'"°®- 
words,  to  wit :  "  and  give  to  each  probationer  a  copy  (Tract  No.  497) 
of  the  Articles   of  Religion  and   General    Rules   with    Scripture 
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Sixth  Dat. 


Proofs,"  so  that  it  shall  read:  "To  read  the  Rules  of  the  Society, 
with  the  aid  of  the  other  preachers,  once  a  year  in  every  congrega- 
tion, and  give  to  each  probationer  a  copy  (Tract  No.  497)  of  the 
Articles  of  Religion  and  General  Rules  with  Scripture  Proofs." 


West  Wiscos- 
eiN. 


Extension  of 
pastoral  term. 


WEST  WISCONSIN    CONFERENCE. 

Matthew  Bennett  offered  the  following  resolutioir, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline  that  our  bish- 
ops may  appoint  a  preacher  to  the  same  charge  for  the  third  year 
when  they  may  deem  it  necessary  to  do  so,  provided  the  Annual  Con- 
ference of  which  the  preacher  is  a  member  shall  concur,  after  having 
the  facts  in  the  case  laid  before  it. 


Wtojong. 


WYOMING  CONFERENCE. 


Henry  Brownscombe  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted : 

Examination  of       Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
character.  jptQ  ^jjg  expediency  of  substituting  for  quest.  10,  on  page  50,  which 

reads,  "  Are  all  the  preachers  blameless  in  life  and  conversation?" 
the  following:  "Were  all  the  preachers'  characters  examined?" 

Reuben  Nelson  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  regular  call  of  the  Conferences  for  memorials 
and  resolutions  be  dispensed  with  after  Thursday,  the  12th  inst. 

Conference  od-  ^TiiS.  pendinj?  a  motiou  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  Confer- 

journeu.  r  o  j  ^ 

ence  adjourned  by  expiration  of  time,  a  motion  to  ex- 
tend the  session  having  been  lost. 

The  Doxology  was  sung,  after  which  the  Benedic- 
tion was  pronoimced  by  Edwin  E.  Griswold. 


Miay  lO. 

Sktknth  Dat. 


Opening  of 
Conference. 


Ebenezer  E. 
Chambers,  re- 
serve delegate 
from  Genesee, 
appeared  and 
took  his  seat. 


TUESDAY  M0R:^ING,  MAY  10. 

Conference  met  this  morning  at  half  past  eight 
o'clock.  Bishop  Scott  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
John  M.  Reid,  of  the  East  Genesee  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  Ebenezer  E.  Cham- 
bers, a  reserve  delegate  of  the  Genesee  Conference,  was 
presented,  and  he  was  admitted  to  a  seat  as  a  member 
of  this  body  in  place  of  James  M.  Fuller,  who  is  absent 
in  consequence  of  sickness  and  death  in  his  family,  and 
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on  motion  of  Albert  D.  Wilbor,  he  was  substituted  for     -iviay  lo. 

Seventh  Day. 

the  absent  delegate  on  the  several  committees. 

The  list  of  conferences  was  called  for  the  presenta-  List  of  Confer- 

6DC&S  C&llGu. 

tion  of  petitions,  memorials,  and    appeals,  and   they 
were  presented  and  referred,  as  follows : 


CINCINNATI   CONFERENCE. 


Cincinnati. 


Lorenzo   D.   M'Cabe    presented    a  memorial   from  Union  Chapel. 
Union  Chapel,  Cincinnati,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy ;  and,  on  motion  of  Calvin 
Kingsley,  the  official  correspondence   relating   to  the 
same  matter  was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

William  Nast  presented  memorials  relating  to  Ger- 
man Annual  Conferences,  as  follows :  One  from  H. 
Heibold  and  nineteen  others ;  one  from  G.  Blum  and 
twenty-one  others ;  one  from  I.  Heinlein  and  twenty- 
seven  others ;  one  from  A.  Loebenstein  and  forty-five 
othei's ;  one  from  J.  Jauch  and  thirteen  others  ;  one 
from  G.  P.  Schaefer  and  thirty-two  others ;  one  from 
C,  H.  Dinger  and  twenty  others ;  one  from  C.  Vogel 
and  fifteen  others  ;  one  from  C.  Frank  and  twelve 
others  ;  one  from  M.  Hauft  and  thirty-four  others ;  and 
one  from  W.  Dressier  and  seventy  others ;  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 


EAST  BALTIMORE   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  George  D.  Chenoweth,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  missions  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

Benjamin  B.  Hamlin  presented  the  latest  statistics  of 
the  Mission  in  India,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 


East 

KOBE. 


ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE. 

Henry  F.  Koeneke  presented  memorials  relating  to 
German  Annual  Conferences,  as  follows  :  One  from  M. 
Adolph  and  fifty  others;  one  from  V.  Ammon  and 
eleven  others ;  one  from  C.  A.  Bussraan  and  nine 
others ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  German  Work. 


Ilunou. 
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KANSAS  CONFERENCE. 


Hxigh  D.  Fisher  presented  memorials  relating  to 
German  Annual  Conferences,  as  follows :  One  from  I. 
T.  Seyfer  and  twenty  others;  one  from  J.  Maegly 
and  thirteen  others;  one  from  M.  Rapp  and  sixteen 
others;  one  from  H.  H.  Klingenberg  and  twenty-two 
others;  one  from  C.  Schlotzhauer  and  twenty-five 
others  ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  German  Work. 

MINNESOTA   CONFERENCE. 

Henry  Roth  presented  memorials  relating  to  German 
Annual  Conferences,  as  follows  :  One  from  C.  Bipes  and 
seven  others  ;  one  from  H.  Frank  and  ten  others ;  and 
one  from  H.  Sanders  and  eighteen  others ;  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 


New 
Eabt. 


Nbw  Tobk.  NEW  YORK  CONFERENCE. 

Randolph  S.  Foster  presented  a  memorial  on  Church 
music,  and,  on  his  motion,  it  was  refei'red  to  a  select 
committee  of  three. 

Davis  W.  Clark  presented  a  memorial  from  Johann 
Schlager  and  fifteen  others  on  German  Annual  Con- 
ferences, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
German  Work. 

ToEK  NEW  YORK  EAST   CONFERENCE. 

Daniel  Curry  presented  a  letter  from  Rev.  Laban 
Clark,  in  relation  to  bishops  and  their  work,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ej^iscopacy. 

NoethOhio.  north  OHIO   CONFERENCE. 

Jacob  Rothweiler  presented  memorials  in  relation  to 
German  Annual  Conferences,  as  follows:  One  from 
J.  Baesel  and  nineteen  others  ;  one  from  J.  Delken  and 
eighteen  others ;  one  from  H.  Lipphard  and  eighteen 
others ;  one  from  G.  Hannes  and  twenty-seven  others  ; 
one  from  I.  V.  Jarhaus  and  seventy  others ;  one  from 
J.  Schwitzgoebel  and  twenty  others ;  one  from  C.  Wentz 
and  six  others;  and  one  from  J.  Behrens  and  three 
others;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  German  Woi'k. 
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PITTSBURGH   CONFERENCE.  "  Seventh  Day. 

PlTTSBUEGH. 

Samuel  H.  Nesbit  presented   the   appeal  of  I.  N.   Appeal  of  i.  n. 

.  T  1        Ai  ■  M'Abee. 

M'Abee,  and  it  was   reierred   to  the  Committee  on 
Appeals, 

ROCK  RIVER  CONFERENCE.  EookRiveb. 

George  L.  Multinger  presented  memorials  relating  to 
German  Annual  Conferences,  as  follows :  One  from 
C.  A.  Loeber  and  fifteen  others ;  one  from  H,  Wegner 
and  twenty  others ;  one  from  L.  Schmidler  and  twenty- 
two  others;  one  from  P.  M.  Haag  and  thirty -seven 
others ;  and  one  from  G.  Eisenmeyer  and  nineteen  oth- 
ers ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
German  Work. 

SOUTHEASTERN   INDIANA  CONFERENCE.  Southeasteen 

Indiana. 

Thomas  H.  Lynch  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
Omer  Toucey  and  seventeen  others,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

John  Barth  presented  memorials  relating  to  German 
Annual  Conferences,  as  follows  :  One  from  H.  J.  Waker- 
lin  and  twenty-nine  others ;  one  from  V.  Eberhard  and 
ninety-seven  others;  one  from  G.  H.  Grabhorn  and 
twenty  others  ;  one  from  Elias  Weber  and  twenty-five 
others;  one  from  P.  Doerr  and  forty-four  others;  one 
from  Jacob  Becker  and  twenty-one  others ;  one  from 
F.  Niehaus  and  twenty -two  others ;  one  from  John 
Zimmerman  and  seven  others ;  and  one  from  Peter 
Grub  and  fifteen  others  ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  German  Work. 

SOUTHERN   ILLINOIS   CONFERENCE.  Southben    Il- 

linois. 

Philip  Kuhl  presented  memorials  relating  to  German 
Annual  Conferences,  as  follows:  One  from  Philip  C. 
Renter  and  twenty-one  others ;  one  from  F.  Tiemann 
and  sixteen  others ;  one  from  W.  Wilkening  and  sev- 
enteen others ;  one  from  I.  G.  Kost  and  twenty-seven 
others;  one  from  W.  Schulze  and  nineteen  others;  one 
from  John  Meyer  and  twenty  others ;  one  from  A.  J. 
Scheele  and  sixteen  others ;  one  from  B.  Wittenbach 
and  thirty-seven  others  ;  one  from  I.  H.  Grannemann  ; 
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iviayio.     and  one  from  E.  H.  Kriege  and  twenty-seven  others; 
KVEXTH    AT.  ^^^  ^j^^^  wero  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ger- 
man Work. 


--K 


Wdoowsik.  WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE. 

Samuel  C.  Thomas  presented  the  following  memori- 
als on  Boundaries,  as  follows ;  One  from  Plover  Station, 
signed  by  all  the  members  of  the  official  board ;  one 
from  Stevens's  Point  District,  signed  by  31.  D.  Warner 
and  nine  other  pastors  of  that  district ;  and  one  from 
Stevens's  Point  Station,  signed  by  all  the  members  of 
the  Quarterly  Conference,  remonstrating  against  any 
change  in  Confei'ence  lines ;  and  they  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

The  order  of  business  having  been  suspended  for  the 
purpose,  on  motion  of  Samuel  Y.  Monroe,  Conference 
directed  that  hereafter  the  presentation  of  petitions, 
memorials,  and  appeals  shall  be  made  during  the  call 
of  Conferences  for  miscellaneous  business. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees  being  in  order, 
Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy,  reported  back  a  resolution  relating  to  the 
matter  of  giving  a  bishop  authority  to  leave  an  effect- 
ive member  of  a  Conference  without  an  appointment, 
if  his  Conference  shall  so  advise,  and  recommended 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
and  it  was  referred  accordingly. 

Charles  B.  Tippett,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern,  submitted  Report  Xo.  I,  and  it  was 
adopted,  as  follows : 

Deposltin^rGen-  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  have  considered  the  resolu- 

eral     Minutes  tion  referred  to  them  of  "  depositing  with  each  Annual  Conference 

wices  not°ex-  ^  ^^PJ"  of  the  General  Minutes,  and  also  the  Journals  of  all  the  Gen- 

pedient  eral  Conferences,"  and  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  do  so. 


Standing  Com- 
mittees called. 


Book  Concern. 
Beport  No.  I. 


Committee  on 
Ritual  report 
in  part. 

Beport  No.  I. 


Davis  W.  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Revision  of  the  Church  Ritual,  presented  Report  No.  I, 
comprising,  1.  A  form  for  receiving  persons  into  the 
Church  after  probation ;  2.  A  fonn  for  laying  the  cor- 
ner-stone of  a  church ;  and,  3.  A  form  for  the  dedica- 
tion of  a  church ;  and,  on  motion  of  Calvin  Kingsley, 
the  report  was  accepted,  laid  on  the  table  under  the 
rule,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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Rev.  Dr.  Taylor,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Amer-     Miay  lo. 
ican  Bible  Society,  was  introduced,  and  addressed  the    "^!f^T    ^^' 

•" .  ,  '  ,  Dr.  Taylor. 

Conference  in  relation  to  the  interests  of  that  society. 
The  following  resolution,  oflered  by  Johij  M.  Reid, 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  the  greatest  pleasure  the  com-   Bible  Society. 
munications  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor,  Secretary  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  and  that  we  heartily  reciprocate  the  kindly  greetings  which 
he  bears  us  from  that  noble  institution. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  Bishop  Janes  was  grant- 
ed leave  of  absence  to  attend  the  anniversary  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  on  Thursday  next,  in  the  city 
of  New  York. 

Thomas  E.  Corkhill  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  and  they  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  grant  to  our  arms  most 
signal  success  in  the  struggles  of  the  past  few  days  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  President  has,  in  devout  recognition  of  Divine  in- 
terposition, called  upon  all  patriots,  at  their  homes,  in  their  places 
of  public  worship,  and  wherever  they  may  be,  to  unite  in  common 
thanksgiving  and  prayer;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  this  as  a  most  favorable  sign  of  tlie 
times,  and  recognize  with  most  profound  gratitude  the  goodness  of 
God  in  giving  to  us  at  this  hour  of  our  country's  peril  a  chief  magis- 
trate so  richly  endowed  with  intelligence  and  virtue,  and  so  willing 
to  recognize  the  overruling  power  of  the  God  of  heaven. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  appropriate  a  season  at  the  close  of  the 
sermon  to  be  delivered  by  our  senior  bishop  this  morning  to  thi3 
most  reasonable  service. 

Frederick  Merrick,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Education,  appointed  at  the  last  General  Conference, 
and  directed  to  report  to  this  body,  submitted  a  report, 
which  was  read ;  and,  on  motion  of  Jesse  T.  Peck,  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education.  [For 
Report,  see  Appendix  K,  II.] 

The  list  of  Conferences  was  called  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  miscellaneous  business,  and  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  offered  and  acted  on,  as  follows  f 


Besolutions  re- 
lating to  the 
Thanksgiring 
Proclamation. 


List  of  Confer- 
ences called  for 
Miscellaneous 
Business. 


BLACK  RIVER  CONFERENCE.  Blaok  Rivra. 

Lafayette  D.  White  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  which  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  circulation  of  our  own  literature  s^mong  the  masses  Circulation  of 
of  the  people  is  a  work  of  vast  importance,  and  is  really  essential  to  oarLiterator*- 
the  growth  and  permanent  prosperity  of  our  Church ;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  often  impossible  for  those  who  would  engage  in 
the  spread  of  our  books  to  realize  a  sufficient  profit  to  sustain  them 
in  the  work;  therefore 
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Miay  lO.         Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  and  hereby 

Sbvbnth  Day.    are  instructed  to  consider  the  propriety  of  authorizing  and  requiring 

the  Book  Agents  to  supply  those  Methodist  colporteurs  who  come 

to  them  with  suitable  vouchers,  at  the  largest  discount  allowed  to 

any  parties. 

Caupokkia.  CALIFORNIA  COISTFERENCE. 

Isaac  Owen  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Complaints.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  in- 

quire into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  section  on  Quarterly 
Conferences,  §  5,  page  53.  as  to  deiine  tlie  meaning  of  the  word  "  com- 
plaints" in  quest.  1,  page  57,  and  so  amend  the  order  of  proceed- 
ing in  the  Quarterly  Conferences  as  to  embrace  by  appropriate 
questions  and  answers  all  business  belonging  to  Quarterly  Confer- 
ences as  contained  in  the  Discipline,  with  suitable  references  by  sec- 
tion and  page  where  the  business  may  be  found. 


Cektbal  Ohio. 


Keceiving 

Members. 


CENTRAL   OHIO   CONFERENCE. 

Leonard  B.  Gurley  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  inquire  into  and  report 
on  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Discipline,  chap,  x,  §  1,  on 
receiving  members  into  the  Church,  by  striking  out  of  answer  1 
the  word  "six"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  "three,"  so  that 
it  will  read : 

"  Let  none  be  received  into  the  Church  until  they  are  recom- 
mended by  a  leader  with  whom  they  have  met  at  least  three 
months  on  trial." 


Committee  on 
Cliurch  Ten- 
ures. 

^emi-centennial 
Sermon  by 
Bishop  Morris. 


The  Chair  announced  the  following  Committee  : 

Committee  on  Church  Tenures:  William  H.  Goode, 
Stephen  D.  Brown,  Moses  Hill. 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  the  order  of  the  day 
was  taken  uj),  which  was  a  semi-centennial  sermon  by 
the  senior  superintendent,  Rev.  Bishop  Morris.  Con- 
ference joined  in  singing  the  484th  hymn,  after  Avhich 
prayer  was  offered  by  Charles  Elliott.  The  bishop 
read  a  part  of  the  59th  chapter  of  Isaiah,  and  the  Con- 
ference sung  the  569th  hymn. 

The  bishop  announced  as  his  text  the  21st  verse  of 
the  59th  chapter  of  Isaiah,  from  which  he  preached  an 
instructive  and  intensely  interesting  discourse  on  the 
Spieit  of  Methodism.     [See  Appendix  A,  II.] 

At  the  close  of  the  sermon  the  venerable  Father 
Boehm,  former  traveling  companion  of  Bishop  Asbury, 
led  the  devotions  of  the  Conference  in  prayer. 
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The  following  resolution,  offered  by  James  Porter,    Miay  lo. 

^  '  •'  Seventh    Day. 

was  then  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  tills  Conference  are  hereby  tendered   Sermon   to  be 
to  our  worthy  senior  bishop  for  his  able  and  interesting:  semi-cen-     puWi^Qei  • 
tennial  sermon,  and  that  he  be  earnestly  requested  to  furnish  a  copy 
for  publication. 

The  hour  of  adjournment  having  come,  Conference   conference  ad- 
closed  with  prayer,  offered  by  George  Peck. 


Journal       read 
and  approved. 

Eeports  of 
Standing 
Committees. 

Eevisais. 

Keport  No.  I. 


wed]nt:sdat  Moii^mG,  may  ii.        ^ay  n. 

Eighth     Day. 

Conference   met   this   nlorning   at  half  past    eight  OpeningofCon- 

^    .  ^  ^  ference. 

o'clock,  Bishoj)  Simpson  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Albert  Church,  of  the  East  Maine  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Reports  of  standing  committees  being  in  order, 
Davis  W.  Clark,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visals,  presented  Report  No.  I,  comprising  five  items : 
the  first,  relating  to  the  Mode  of  Receiving  Min- 
isters from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Can- 
ada; the  second,  defining  who  may  be  members  of  a 
Quarterly  Conference  ;  the  third,  relating  to  the  Or- 
dination of  Preachers  on  trial  in  certain  cases ;  the 
fourth,  concerning  the  Duty  of  Pastors  to  the  Bap- 
tized Children  of  the  Church ;  and  the  fifth,  to  the 
Reception  of  such  Children  on  Probation.  As  all  these 
items  propose  changes  in  the  Discipline,  they  lie  on 
the  table  under  the  rule,  and  Conference  ordered  that 
they  be  printed. 

Charles  B.  Tippett,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern,  reported  back  a  resolution  concern- 
ujg  a  Department  in  the  Sunday-School  Advocate  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Youth  and  Larger  Scholars  of  our 
Sunday-Schools,  and  recommended  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Suuday-Schools  and  Tract  Cause, 
and  it  was  referred  accordingly. 

He  also  submitted  Report  No.  II,  and  it  was 
adopted  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  have  had  under  considera-    Memorial    of 
tion  the  memorial  of  Dr.  Roberts  in  behalf  of  the  "  American  Meth-     Dr.  Eobcrts. 
odi.^t   Historical  Society,"  and   report  that  it  is  not  expedient  to 
comply  witli  the  request. 


Book  Concern. 


Report  No.  II. 


126 


Journal  of  tJce  General  Conference. 


[1864. 


Miay  11. 

Eighth     Dat. 
ItineraDcy. 
Beport  No.  IL 


Minority 
port. 


Be- 


MiBsions. 
lieport  No.  II. 


Eitnel. 
Keport  Ni).  II. 


Coiiiinitte«    on 
German 
Uymn  Book. 


Conferences 
called  Tor  mis* 
cellaneous 
basiuess. 


John  M.  Reid,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itin- 
erancy, submitted  Report  No.  II,  in  two  parts :  the 
^rsf  relating  to  an  Extension  of  the  Time  of  Ministerial 
Service  in  the  same  Charge,  and  the  second  part  to  the 
Mode  of  Examining  the  Character  of  Preachers  in  Con- 
ference. 

A  minority  report  on  Extension  of  Time,  signed  by 
Lucius  H.  King  and  nine  others  of  the  committee,  was 
read,  and  they  were  both  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 
[For  Minority  Report,  see  Ap2)endix  E,  VIIL] 

William  H.  Goode,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Missions,  submitted  Report  No.  II,  relating  1.  To 
the  Mission  Conference  in  Germany,  2.  To  Assistant 
Secretaryships  for  the  Missionary  Society,  and  3.  To 
the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  Missionary  Society.  The  report  was  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  reported  back  a  paper  received  from 
Germany  concerning  the  Republication  of  certain 
German  Books,  and  also  a  communication  from 
Germany  relating  to  the  Tract  Cause,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern,  and  they  were  referred  ac- 
cordingly. 

Davis  W.  Clark,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Re- 
vision of  the  Ritual,  submitted  Report  No.  11,  com- 
prising a  Form  of  Solemnization  of  Matiimony,  and  an 
Order  for  the  Burial  of  the  Dead.  It  lies  on  the 
table  under  the  rule. 

William  Nast,  chairman  of  a  Committee  on  a  Ger- 
man Hymn  Book,  appointed  by  the  last  General  Con- 
ference, submitted  a  report,  which,  on  motion  of  Jacob 
Rothweiler,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
German  Work,  with  instruction  to  examine  the  manu- 
script Hymn  Book.     [For  Report,  see  Appendix  O,  I.] 

The  list  of  Conferences  was  called  for  the  intro- 
duction of  miscellaneous  business,  and  matters  were 
introduced  and  referred  as  follows: 


Baltmom.  BALTIMORE   CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Loyalty  to  the  Government  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Country. 
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CALIFORNIA  CONFERENCE. 

Jesse  T.  Peck  presented  certain  papers  from  "Will- 
iam Wilmot,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Missions. 

CINCINNATI    CONFERENCE. 

Mighill  Dustin  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  and  they  Avere  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  present  Chapter  on  Slavery  has  been  interpreted 
by  those  high  in  authority  to  be  merely  advisory ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Slavery  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  or  modifying  said  chapter 
as  to  make  it  unequivocally  prohibitory  of  slaveholding. 

EAST  BALTIMORE  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  George  D.  Chenoweth,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  Sunday-Schools  Avas  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tract  Cause. 

On  motion  of  Charles  B.  Tippett,  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolution  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  A  custom  has  of  late  years  grown  up  among  us  in  some 
places  of  negotiating  for  appointments  between  Cliurches  and  min- 
isters, and  in  other  places  of  applying  for  ministers  by  name  to  be 
stationed  among  them,  thereby  interfering  with  the  legitimate  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Episcopacy — a  custom  founded  in  selfishness,  and 
proven  by  experience  to  be  unjust,  ungenerous,  irritating,  and  sub- 
versive of  the  itinerant  system  ;  and 

Wfiereas,  In  the  judgment  of  some  of  the  wisest  and  best  of  our 
ministers  and  laymen,  the  time  has  come  to  apply  a  corrective,  and 
put  an  end  to  all  such  irregular  proceedings ;  therefore 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  be  directed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  providing  by  disciplinary  statute  against 
the  repetition  of  all  such  irregularities  and  report. 

Resolved,  2.  That  we  recognize  the  right  of  stewards  and  trustees 
to  represent  to  the  appointing  power  the  general  condition  of  their 
respective  charges,  and  the  number  of  preacliers  necessary  for  the 
pastoral  work,  but  that  the  bishop  be  left  unlrammeled  in  following 
the  dictates  of  his  own  "  godly  judgment"  in  the  responsible  work 
of  making  the  appointments. 

James  M'K.  Reiley  presented  several  papers  relating 
to  the  Religious  Interests  of  the  Colored  People,  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 


127 

Miay  11. 

Eighth     Day. 

Califoknu. 


CraoiNHATi. 


East    Balti. 

MOKE. 


ERIE   CONFERENCE. 


Ebis. 


Niram    Norton   offered   the    following    resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Kevisals  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider tlie  expediency  of  amendins:  the  first  part  of  ans.  1.  qnest. 
1,  §  1,  chap.  X,  page  127  of  the  Discipline,  so  that  it  shall  read  as 
follows  :  "  Let  none  be  received  into  the  Church  until  they  are 
recommended  by  a  leader  with  whom  they  liave  met  in  class  at 
least  tliree  months  as  probationers  and  have  been  baptized;  and 
shall,  on  examination  by  the  preacher  in  charge  before  the  society, 
express  a  cordial  approval  of  the  doctrines  and  discipline  of  the 
Church. 


James  W.  Lovve  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  Discipline,  Part  I,  §  3,  ans.  2, 
page  41,  so  as  to  read,  "  If  they  do  not  amend,  let  him  who  has  the 
charge  of  tlie  circuit  or  station  bring  tlieir  case  before  the  leader's 
meeting;  or  the  leaders  and  stewards  of  the  society,  who  shall  lay 
them  aside,  and  the  preacher  shall  show  that  they  are  excluded 
for  a  Ijreach  of  our  rules,  and  not  for  immoral  conduct.  Xeverthe- 
less,  the  person  thus  excluded  may  complain  to  the  ensuing  Quar- 
terly Conference. 


Indiana. 


INDIANA   COXFEREXCE. 


Jaraes  Hill  presented  a  memorial  from  Wesley 
Chapel  Quarterly  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  Bound- 
aries, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries ;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Eevisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  so  changing  the  answer  to  quest.  1,  §  4,  chap,  i, 
Part  II,  page  53,  to  wit,  "Of  whom  shall  the  Quarterly  Conferences 
be  composed?"  as  to  read  thus  : 

'^Ans.  Of  all  the  traveling  and  local  preachers,  exhorters,  stewards, 
trustees,  and  class-leaders  of  the  circuit  or  station,  and  the  first 
male  superintendents  of  our  Sunda}^-schools,'  being  members  of  our 
Churcli.  and  approved  by  the  Quarterly  Conference,  and  of  such 
male  members  of  our  Chiu'ch  as  shall  be  elected  to  membership  by 
the  Quarterly  Conference,  and  none  else." 

And  that  ans.  5,  §  1,  chap,  iv,  Part  II,  page  99,  be  so  changed  as 
to  read:  "To  be  present  at,  as  far  as  practicable,  and  to  hold  all 
the  quarter!}'  meetings,  and  to  call  together,  at  each  quarterly  meet- 
ing, a  Quarterly  Conference  consisting  of  all  the  traveling  and  local 
preachers,  exhorters,  stewards,  trustees,  and  class-leaders  of  the 
circuit  or  station,  and  the  first  male  superintendents  of  our  Sunday- 
schools,  being  members  of  our  Church,  and  approved  by  the  Quar- 
terly Conference,  and  such  male  members  of  our  Church  as  shall  be 
elected  to  membership  by  the  Quarterly  Conference,  and  none  else." 

On  motion  of  George  W.  Walker,  so  much  of  the 
Journal  as  relates  to  the  State  of  the  Country  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 
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ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE. 

William  H.  H.  Moore  presented  a  memorial  from 
George  Rutledge  relating  to  Order  of  Quarterly  Con- 
ference Business,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revisals. 

Asa  S.  M'Coy  presented  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  iDstnicted  to  inquire 
into  the  necessity  of  inserting  in  the  Discipline  a  form  of  questions 
to  be  used  in  tlie  admission  of  members  into  the  Cliurch,  both  on 
trial  and  into  full  connection.  And  of  requiring  ministers  admit- 
ting members  into  the  Church  to  use  invariably  the  form  of  questions 
laid  down  in  the  Discipline. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety'  of  inserting  in  line  2  of  ans.  3,  quest.  3,  §  1, 
chap,  iii,  the  words,  "with  the  advice  of  the  presiding  elders,"  so 
that  the  whole  question  and  answer  shall  read : 

"  Quest.  "What  are  the  duties  of  a  bishop  ? 

^^  Ans.  To  fix  the  appointments  of  the  preachers,  "with  the  advice 
of  the  presiding  elders." 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inqiure 
into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  ans.  1,  quest.  1,  §  1,  chap,  x, 
page  127  of  the  Discipline  so  that  it  shall  read:  "And  shall,  on  ex- 
amination by  the  minister  in  charge  before  the  Church,  give  satis- 
factory assurances  both  of  their  saving  faith  in  Christ,"  and  their 
willingness  to  observe  and  keep  the  rules  of  the  Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  substituting  for  ans.  1,  quest.  1,  §  12,  Part  11, 
page  84,  the  following :  "  He  shall  have  the  oversight  of  the  other 
preachers  in  his  circuit." 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  inquire  whether  it  is  not 
expedient  to  strike  out  ans.  2  to  same  question,  which  reads :  "  To 
jrenew  the  tickets  for  the  admission  of  members  into  love-feast " 
quarterly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  tlie  necessity  of  requiring  the  presiding  elders  to  consult 
with  the  preachers  iu  regard  to  their  appointments,  as  well  as  with 
the  Churches  in  regard  to  the  ministers  who  are  to  be  sent  to  them. 

James  P.  Dimmitt  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  striking  out  paragraph  4,  §  2,  Part  V, 
pp.  233,  234,  which  reads  as  follows:  "Any  preacher  who  shall  re- 
fuse to  occupy  the  house  which  may  be  provided  for  him  by  the 
stewards,  shall  thereby  forfeit  his  claim  on  the  stewards  to  the 
amount  of  said  house  rent." 


M:ay  11. 
Eiaim    Pat. 
Ilunoo. 


KANSAS  CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Hugh  D.  Fisher,  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolution  were  adopted : 

9 
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Whereas,  In  God's  providence,  by  the  march  of  our  armies,  and 
cur  good  President's  "Emancipation  Proclamation,"  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  those  who  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  were 
Blaves,  liave  obtained  their  freedom,  and  are  thrown  homeless,  ig- 
norant, and  destitute,  without  the  means  of  self-support  or  instruc- 
tion, upon  the  charities  of  the  loyal  people  of  these  States;  and 

Whereas,  The  "  Boston  Educational  Association,"  the  "  Western 
Freedmen's  Aid  Commission,"  the  "National  Freedmeu's  ReUef  As- 
sociation," the  "Northwestern  Freedmen's  Relief  Association,"  the 
"Pennsylvania  Freedmen's  Relief  Association,"  and  the  "Western 
Sanitary  Commission,"  with  numerous  auxiliary  societies,  have  been 
orgai\ized  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  various  wants  of  this  in- 
creasingly large,  helpless,  and  suffering  class  of  people;  and 

Wliereas,  Their  appeals  to  the  public  have  been  responded  to  by 
the  contribution  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  cash  and 
clothing,  with  other  material  and  educational  help,  by  the  loyal  and 
Christian  people ;  and 

Whereas,  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  societies  above 
named  have  expended  the  means  tlnis  placed  at  their  disposal  for 
the  benefit  of  the  needy  judiciously  and  honestly;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Freedmen  be  requested  to  ex- 
press our  gratitude  to  and  confidence  iu  the  societies  laboring  for 
the  alleviation  of  the  woes  of  the  freedmen,  and  to  all  persons  who 
have  given  help  to  this  cause. 

We  rejoice  to  know  that  the  above  named  societies  have  promptly 
met,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  numerous  calls  from  white  refugees, 
and  that  the  Western  Sanitary  Commission,  occupying  slave  soil, 
has  given  part  of  its  energies,  and  specially  obtained  means  for  these 
laudable  objects. 

We  would  request  the  committee  to  express  our  hearty  com- 
mendation of  these  societies,  and  the  object  for  which  they  labor, 
and  recommend  their  claims  to  all  lovers  of  our  common  humanity. 


Mnsotriu    and 

ABKAHftAa. 


MISSOURI   AND   ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE. 

Nathan  Shumate  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  altering  the  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  iv, 
§  1,  quest.  4,  ans.  3,  which  reads:  "  To  change,  receive,  and  suspend 
preachers  in  his  district  during  the  intervals  of  the  conferences,  and 
in  the  absence  of  the  bishop,  as  the  Discipline  directs,"  by  adding: 
"Provided,  however,  that  a  presiding  elder  shall  not  change  a 
preacher  in  his  district  from  a  charge  to  which  he  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  bishop  and  appoint  him  to  another  to  which  he  could 
not  be  legally  appointed  by  the  bishop." 


NaaAMA.  NEBRASKA  CONFERENCE. 

Henry  T.  Davis  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  be  requested 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  creating  a  Church  Extension  So- 
ciety, on  a  similar  basis  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  our  Church. 
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NEW  ENGLAND   CONFERENCE. 

John  H.  Twombly  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  con- 
Bider  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Discipline,  by  substituting  for 
the  answer  to  quest.  2,  chap,  ix,  Part  II,  page  12-i,  the  following, 
namely,  "Annually  by  the  Quarterly  Conference,"  so  that  the  ques- 
tion and  answer  shall  read  as  follows : 

"  Quest.  2.  How  are  the  stewards  to  be  appointed? 

"-4fi5.  Annually,  by  the  Quarterly  Conference." 

NEW   HAMPSHIRE   CONFERENCE.  Kew      HAin"- 

BHIBE. 

Elisha  Adams  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  striking  out  the  words,  "  Appointed  by  the 
Quarterly  Conference,"  in  Part  Y,  chap,  i,  §2,  of  the  Discipline,  so 
that  ans.  I,  page  232  shall  read:  "It  is  recommended  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  to  the  traveling  preachers  to  advise  our  friends  in 
general  to  purchase  a  lot  of  ground  in  each  circuit,  and  to  build  a 
preacher's  house  thereon,  and  to  furnish  it  with  at  least  heavy  fur- 
niture, and  to  settle  the  same  on  trustees,  according  to  the  deed  of 
settlement  pubhshed  in  our  form  of  Discipline." 

NEW  JERSEY  CONFERENCE.  Nrw  Jbbsbt, 

William  E.  Perry  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  and  define  the  exact  duties  of  class  leaders  to  their  mem- 
bers, and  the  relations  of  the  office  to  the  itinerancy,  the  pastor,  and 
Btewards  of  the  Church,  and  report  the  same  to  this  Conference. 

NEW   YORK   CONFERENCE.  New  York. 

Morris  D'C.  Crawford  presented  a  memorial,  from 
H.  J.  Baker  and  others,  relating  to  Boundaries,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Davis  W.  Clark  presented  a  memorial  from  Rev. 
Dr.  True  in  relation  to  Baptized  Children,  and  it  was  '"• 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

NEW   YORK   EAST   CONFERENCE.  New      York 

East. 

Daniel  Curry  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  examine  and  report 
on  the  following  subjects: 
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1.  Doea  the  law  of  the  Church  limiting  the  time  during  which  a 
bishop  may  appoint  a  traveling  preacher  to  the  same  work,  apply 
also  to  the  appointment  of  superannuated  and  local  preachers  ? 

2.  Doea  the  limitation  of  the  appointing  power  in  the  bishops  ap- 
ply also  to  presiding  elders  ? 

Robert  M.  Hatfield  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Kevisals  be  requested  to 
consider,  and  report  to  this  Conference  at  their  earliest  con- 
venience, the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  II, 
chap.  X,  §  2,  page  129,  by  adding  after  the  words  "  Witnesses 
from  without  shall  not  be  rejected,"  the  following:  "The  ac- 
cused shall  have  the  right  to  call  to  his  assistance,  as  counsel,  any 
member  in  good  and  regular  standing  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church." 

John  Miley  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  upon  the  Revisal  of  the  Ritual  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  selecting  suitable  Scrip- 
ture lessons  for  funerals,  to  be  placed  in  connection  with  the  burial 
service. 


HOKTH        IkDI- 
AXk. 


NORTH  INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

John  V.  R.  Miller  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  adding  another  answer  to  quest.  1,  §  12, 
chap,  ii,  page  84  of  the  Discipline,  to  be  numbered  and  read  as 
follows :  ''  4.  To  class  the  members  according  to  their  respective  places 
of  abode.  To  allow  not  more  than  twenty  in  a  class  wherever  prac- 
ticable."    The  other  answers  to  be  numbered  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  changing  tlie  Discipline,  on  page  129,  Part  II, 
chap.  X,  §  2,  and  paragraph  2,  under  question,  "How  shall  an  ac- 
cused member  be  brought  to  trial?"  commencing  with  the  sixth  line 
of  the  paragraph,  by  adding  after  the  word  "church,"  "especially 
in  ordinary  violations  of  any  of  the  General  Rules."  So  that  it  will 
read,  "or  disobedience  to  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  Church,  es- 
pecially in  ordinary  violations  of  any  of  the  General  Rules." 


MoBtHOmo.  NORTH  OHIO  CONFERENCE. 

Jacob  Rothweiler  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  German  "Work  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  appointing  a  Committee  of  Correspondence,  to  cor- 
respond with  or  visit  the  General  Conference  of  Evangelical  Associa- 
tions in  reference  lo  a  union  of  that  Church  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  report  to  this  Conference. 
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NORTHWEST  INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

John  L.  Smith  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Eesolved,  That  the  election  of  bishops  (if  any  shall  be  elected)  and    Elections. 
General  Conference  oflBcers  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday, 
the  20th  inst.,  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal. 

OHIO   CONFERENCE.  Ohio. 

Frederick  Merrick  presented  a  memorial  from  F.  A. 
Seaborn,  of  Zanesville,  in  relation  to  Trustees  holding 
Church  Property,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Church  Tenures ;  and,  on  his  motion,  so  much  of 
the  Bishops'  Address  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Edu- 
cation was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pastoral 
Address. 

ONEIDA   CONFERENCE.  Oneida. 

William  H.  Olin  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  T. 
Alden  relating  to  the  Journal  of  the  Black  River  Con- 
ference, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Itinerancy. 

OREGON  CONFERENCE.  Obtcok. 

James  H.  Wilbur  presented  a  document  relating  to 
the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  which,  with  so  much  of 
the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  same  subject,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  And,  at  his 
request,  he  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Episcopacy,  and  Thomas  H.  Pearne  was  appoint- 
ed in  his  stead. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Thomas  H. 
Pearne,  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire and  report  at  an  early  day  as  to  the  propriety  of  fixing  upon 
the  Pacific  Coast  as  the  residence  of  one  of  our  general  superin- 
tendents. 

PHILADELPHIA  CONFERENCE.  Philadblphia. 

Adam  Wallace  presented  a  memorial  from  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  asking  that  a 
Book  Depository  be  established  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
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Book  Concern.  He  also  presented  a  memorial  from 
colored  local  preachers,  signed  by  Isaac  Henson  and 
sixteen  others,  asking  that  a  Colored  Mission  Annual 
Conference  be  established,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Work  among  the  Peo- 
ple of  Color. 

PROVIDENCE  CONFERENCE. 
David  Patten  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Bib- 
lical Institute  at  Concord,  Kew  Hampshire,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education.     [See  Ap- 

pendix  K,  HI.]  „  „      .  i , 

William  H.  Richards  offered  the  foUowmg  resolu- 
tions, which  were  adopted : 

Tie^olved   That  tl.e  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  m- 

Resolved   Tliat  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  be  instructed  to 
and  also  to  the  children  once  m  three  months. 


KooK  RmB. 


SOtJTHSAflTHlN 

Indiana. 


BOCK  RIVER  CONFERENCE. 
Thomas  M.  Eddy  presented  a  memorial  from  Evans- 
ton  Quarteriy  Conference,  on  Extension  of  Time  signed 
by  O.  H.  Tiffany,  Chairman,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

SOUTHEASTERN  INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 
On  motion  of  Giles  C.  Smith,  Williamson  Terrill  was 
granted  leave  of  absence  to  attend  the  -mvers-^^^^^^ 
The  American  Bible  Society,  to  be  held  next  Thmsday 
in  the  city  of  New  York. 

John  H.  Bavth  presented  a  memona  relafng  to 
Germrn  A>,nual  Conferences,  signed  by  Anthony  Hal- 
derbaeh  and  sixteen  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  German  Work. 
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SOUTHERN  ILLINOIS   CONFERENCE. 

Philip  Kuhl  presented  a  memorial  relating  to  Ger- 
man Annual  Conferences,  signed  by  John  H.  Brune 
and  thirty-six  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  German  Work, 

Nelson  E.  Cobleigh  oifered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  importance  of  establishing  a 
branch  book  depository  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in  order  to  meet  more 
fully  and  more  promptly  the  wants  of  the  Church  in  the  South-west. 

Also,  that  the  same  committee  inquire  into  the  importance  of  so 
enlarging  and  improving  the  Central  Christian  Advocate  as  to  make 
it  equal  in  all  respects  to  the  Western  Christian  Advocate,  pub- 
lished at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


IVlay  11. 

EiaRTH  Dat. 

SOCTHBBH      IL- 
IJNOIS. 


TROY   CONFERENCE. 


Tbot. 


Oren  Gregg  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  inserting  the  following  resolution  in  the  Disci- 
pline as  an  appendix: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  General  Conference  that 
it  is  the  privilege  and  duty  of  a  committee  or  ecclesiastical  court,  in 
the  trial  of  a  member  or  preacher,  to  say  what  the  crime  is  which 
has  been  clearly  shown  in  the  investigation  of  the  charges  and  speci- 
fications, though  it  may  differ  in  degree  of  criminality  from  what  is 
alleged.  Provided,  however,  that  no  new  issues  shall  be  raised  with- 
out charges  in  due  form  being  preferred,  and  suitable  notice  being 
given  to  the  accused  of  such  charges. 

Stephen  D.  Brown  presented  the  following  memori- 
als from  within  the  bounds  of  the  Vermont  Conference, 
on  the  subject  of  Boundaries,  namely :  One  from  Shel- 
burn,  signed  by  R.  Rogers  and  forty  others ;  one  from 
Charlotte,  signed  by  A.  H.  Tupper  and  nine  others ; 
one  from  Ferrisburgh,  signed  by  J,  Walker  and  thirty 
others;  one  from  Winooski,  signed  by  S.  H.  Weston 
and  seven  others ;  one  from  First  Church,  Burlington, 
signed  by  A.  H.  Blair  and  five  others ;  and  one  from 
Burlington  District,  signed  by  W.  W.  Atwater  and 
thirteen  other  preachers ;  and  they  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

William  Griffin  presented  a  memorial  from  Albany, 
signed  by  George  S.  Chadbourn  and  ten  others,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 
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Mfay  11. 

Bmvth  Dat. 
YaiMirT. 


VERMONT  CONFERENCE. 

Andes  T.  Bullard  presented  memorials  relating  to 
Boundaries,  as  follows:  One  from  Putnam  P.  Ray, 
presiding  elder  of  Montpelier  District ;  one  from  St. 
Albans,  signed  by  A.  Hagar  and  five  others  ;  one  from 
Colchester,  signed  by  Charles  Collins  and  eight  others  ; 
one  from  Underbill,  signed  by  C.  Niles  and  fifteen 
others ;  and  one  from  Starksborough  and  Jericho, 
signed  by  Sidney  Sayles  and  -thirty-eight  others ;  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


■Wm*  Wboon- 


WEST  WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE. 

James  Lawson  presented  a  memorial  from  Dodge- 
ville  Circuit,  signed  by  R.  Dudgeon  and  twenty  others, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


Wkmmin. 


Martin. 


WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE. 

Samuel  C,  Thomas  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Ministerial  Association  of  Milwaukee  District,  asking 
the  General  Conference  to  allow  and  authorize  the 
Wisconsin  Annual  Conference  to  reconsider  its  action 
in  the  case  of  Samuel  W.  Martin,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Matthias  Himebaugh  presented  a  memorial  relating 
to  a  Change  of  the  Ritual,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Ritual.  He  also  ofiered 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  substituting  the  following,  or  its  sub- 
stance, in  the  place  of  ans.  3  to  quest.  7  of  §  3,  chap,  i,  Part  II,  on 
page  52  of  Discipline: 

"  (3.)  Every  Annual  Conference  shall  provide  for  the  support  of 
their  superannuated  preachers,  the  widows  and  orphans  of  preach- 
ers, as  follows;  namely,  $150  per  annum  for  each  superannuated 
preacher ;  ditto  and  wife,  $250 ;  and  if  they  have  one  or  more  chil- 
dren under  sixteen  years  of  age,  $300.  For  each  widow,  $150  per 
annum  during  her  widowhood,  provided  she  sustains  a  good  moral 
character.  And  for  each  orphan  child  imder  sixteen  years  of  age, 
$50  per  annum.  Each  Annual  Conference  having  a  right  to  increase 
but  not  to  diminish  said  amounts,  shall  secure  the  same  to  said 
claimants,  unless  they  shall  relinquish  their  claims  on  the  grounds 
that  they  are  able  to  live  comfortably  without  them,  or  shall  other- 
wise forfeit  them  in  the  manner  hereafter  described. 

"  (4.)  The  Conference  stewards  shall  (1)  ascertain  the  whole  amount 
of  claims  of  said  superannuated  preachers,  the  widows  and  orphan 
children  of  preachers  for  the  past  year;  then  (2)  proceed  forthwith 
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to  levy  a  tax  on  the  receipts  of  the  effective  preachers  during  the 
same  year,  sufficient  to  meet  tlie  claims  aforesaid.  Provided,  how- 
ever, that  no  preacher  shall  be  taxed  on  a  less  sum  than  $200,  nor 
more  than  $500  per  annum.  Said  tax  shall  be  paid  to  said  Confer- 
ence stewards  during  the  session  of  the  Conference  when  it  was 
levied,  and  may  be  raised  by  the  preachers  as  the  'fifth  collection.' 
"  (5.)  If  any  effective  preacher  shall  fail  to  pay  his  proportion  of 
said  tax  levied  by  said  Conference  stewards,  the  secretary  of  the 
Conference  shall  keep  a  record  of  said  failure,  and  said  preacher 
shall  thereby  forfeit  all  claims  for  himself  and  family  upon  the  funds 
of  the  Conference,  raised  as  above,  for  as  many  years  as  he  has  failed 
to  paj"^  his  tax  as  aforesaid;  said  forfeiture  to  take  effect  upon  his 
first  claim." 


Miay  11. 

Eighth  Day. 


WYOMING  CONFERENCE. 

The  Chair  presented  the  appeal  of  Welcome  Smith, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the 
bishops,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Epis- 
copacy : 

To  THE  General  Conferekce, — In  reply  to  the  resolution  which 
you  have  adopted,  inquiring  whether  in  the  opinion  of  the  bishops 
the  state  of  the  work  is  such  as  to  require  an  addition  to  their  num- 
ber, I  am  instructed  to  say,  tiiat  in  their  judgment  the  interests  of 
the  Church  demand  the  appointment  of  two  additional  members  for 
the  superintendency  of  the  work  in  the  United  States  and  Territories, 
and  of  two  missionary  bishops — one  for  our  missions  in  Europe  and 
Asia,  and  the  other  for  our  missions  in  Africa. 

O.  C.  Baker,  Secretary  of  Board  of  Bishops. 

On  motion  of  "William  H.  Goode,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Missions,  No.  I,  which  was  presented 
and  laid  on  the  table  May  7th,  was  taken  up  and  "read. 

Gardner  Baker  moved  to  adopt  the  first  resolution. 
Daniel  Curry  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  immedi- 
ately after  the  word  "shall"  the  words  "with  the 
concurrence  of  the  presiding  bishop."  On  motion,  the 
amendment  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  84 
to  40. 

Reuben  Nelson  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table.  A  mo- 
tion of  James  Drummond  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table  did  not  prevail,  and  the  vote  was 
reconsidered,  and  the  motion  to  lay  the  amendment  on 
the  table  was  lost. 

William  Hardin  moved  the  previous  question,  and 
the  motion  was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  122  to  34;  and 
the  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution  as 
amended  was  adopted. 


Wtomdio. 


Appeal  of  Wel- 
come Smith. 


Increase  of  the 
Number  of 
Bishops. 


Report  No.  I  on 

Missions    tak- 
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EioHTn  Day. 

Episcopal  Visi- 
tation of  For- 
eign Missions. 


E«port  No.  I  of 
the  Committee 
on  Missions. 

Foreign  Mis- 
sions to  be  or- 
ganized into 
Annual  Con- 
ferences. 


India     Mission 
Conference. 


Bishops  maf 
organize  Mis- 
sion      Confer- 


Conference 
India. 


The  second  and  third  resolutions  were  read  and 
adopted. 

Charles  A.  Holmes  moved  that  the  fourth  resolution, 
relating  to  Episcopal  Visitation  of  our  Principal  Foreign 
Missions  as  often  at  least  as  once  in  four  years,  be  laid 
on  the  table,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail.  Daniel 
Curry  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "four"  and  sub- 
stitute "  two ;"  and,  on  motion  of  Mighill  Dustin,  the 
motion  to  strike  out  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote 
of  84  to  66.  After  which,  on  motion  of  Sylvester  L. 
Congdon,  the  fourth  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present. 

The  resolutions  of  the  report  as  amended  and 
as  adopted  are  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port in  part: 

1.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  General  Conference, 
our  Foreign  Missions  should  be  organized  into  Mission  Annual 
Conferences  so  soon  as  their  condition  severally  shall  render  such 
organization  proper,  and  that  such  Mission  Conferences  shall,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  presiding  bishop,  possess  all  the  rights,  pow- 
ers, and  privileges  of  other  Annual  Conferences,  excepting  that  of 
sending  delegates  to  the  General  Conference,  and  of  drawing  their 
annual  dividends  from  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern  and  the  Char- 
tered Fund,  and  of  voting  on  constitutional  changes  proposed  in  the 
Discipline. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  organize  the  Missions 
in  India  into  a  Mission  Annual  Conference,  with  powers  limited  as 
above. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  anthorize  the  bishops 
to  organize  any  other  of  our  Foreign  Missions  into  Mission  Confer- 
ences, subject  to  the  above  limitations,  when  in  their  judgment  it  is 
desirable  and  practicable. 

[See  Appendix  J,  I.] 

On  motion  of  William  H.  Goode,  the  following  res- 
olution was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  instructed  to  pro- 
vide for  the  organization  of  a  Mission  Conference  in  India,  pursuant 
to  recommendation  of  the  report  just  adopted. 


iBvitation  to 
visit  Independ- 
ence Hall. 


The  following  letter  of  invitation  was  received  and 
read: 

Depaktmext  of  City  Property. 
Philadelphia,  May  10,  1864. 

John  "Wetherill  and  others  op  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Con- 
ference. 

Gentlemen. — On  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  City  Property  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  to  whose  custody  is  committed  the  charge  of 
Independence  Hall,  the  members  of  the  Conference  are  cordially  in- 


1864.] 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


139 


vited  to  visit  the  Hall  on  Friday  next,  13th  instant,  at  twelve  o'clock,      Miay  11. 
or  on  any  other  day  or  hour  that  may  be  most  convenient  to  the  Con-     Eighth  Dat. 
ference.     Please  communicate  to  us  whether  this  invitation  is  ac- 
cepted by  the  Conference,  and  if  the  time  is  convenient  for  them. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

Joshua  Spering,  GKn  of  Com. 

I  most  cheerfully  concur  in  the  above  invitation,  and  will  afford 
every  convenience  to  make  the  visit  pleasant  and  agreeable. 

John  W.  Leigh,   Commissioner  of  City  Property. 

On  motion  of  Stacey  W.  Hilliard,  the  invitation  was  inviution    ac 
accepted  for  Thursday  next  at  twelve  o'clock  M. 

An  invitation  was  also  received  from  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  as  follows : 

Dr.  Joseph  Parrish  : 

Dear  Sir, — The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge  have 
requested  me  in  their  name  to  invite  the  members  of  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  visit  that  institu- 
tion any  afternoon  they  may  select,  except  on  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day, (visits  on  those  days  being  contrary  to  a  rule  of  the  Board.) 

May  5,  1864.  Thomas  Earp,  President. 


Invitatioa  to 
visit  House  of 
Befuge. 


On  motion  of  Thomas  E.  Corkhill,  the  invitation  was  invitatioa 
accepted  for  Tuesday  next  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.  '^^^ 

An  invitation  was  also  received  from  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  as 
follows : 


Pennsylvania  iNSTiTunoN  for  the  Instruction  op  the  Blind. 

May  10,  1864. 
The  members  of  the  General  Conference  and  their  friends  are  re- 
spectfully invited  to  a  special  exhibition  of  the  musical  and  other 
exercises  of  the  pupils  of  this  institution  on  Thursday  evening,  12th 
instant,  at  a  quarter  before  eight  o'clock. 

Should  Thursday  not  be  convenient  to  the  Conference,  Saturday 
evening  would  suit  the  Institution. 
Very  respectfully, 

"William  Chapin.  PriTicipdl. 


Invitation  to 
visit  tlie  Insti- 
tution for  the 
Blind. 


On  motion,  the  invitation  was  accepted,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  Conference  were  tendered  to  the  parties 
extending  the  foregoing  invitations  severally. 

Bishop  Morris  presented  a  memorial  from  L.  S.  Ja- 
coby,  and  five  others  of  the  German  Mission  Confer- 
ence, on  the  Time  of  Probation  in  Mission  Conferences, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Bishop  Baker  announced  the  following  committees : 

Committee  on  Conference  of  Appeals :  Moses  Smith,  Committee  on 
William  F.  WUson,  Francis  B.  Bangs,  William  Har-    i^pea^^  '^ 


Invitation 
oepted. 


Memorial  on 
tiie  German 
Mission  Con- 
ference. 
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Miayii.    ain,  Horatio  W.  Houghton,  Daniel  Cobb,  David  B. 

Eighth  DAT.    M'Kenzie. 

^i^ch'MuBi'a       Committee  on  Church  Music :  Randolph  S.  Foster, 

Thomas  C.  Gardner,  Daniel  A.  Whedon. 
EftwpHon     of      On  motion  of  James  Hill,  the  Conference  made  the 

tbe  aeputation  ' 

from  the  Afn-  rcception  of  the  deputation  from  the  General  Confer- 

can      M.      E.  •'^  ^ 

Church  fixed,  ence  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  the 
order  of  the  day  fcr  Friday  next  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned. 

The  Doxology  was  sung,  after  which  the  Benedic- 
tion was  pronounced  by  Joseph  B.  Wakeley. 


May  13.  THURSDAY  MORNmG,  MAY  12. 

NncTH   Day. 

Opening  of  Con-      Conference  met  this   morning   at   half  past  eight 
erence.  o'clock,  Bishop  Baker  in  the  chair. 

The   usual   religious    services   were    conducted  by 
Thomas  H.  Sinex,  of  the  Michigan  Conference, 
''imdapprov^      ^^^  Joumal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Aaron  Wood  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  introduce  a  motion  to  change  the  time 
of  meeting  from  half  past  eight  to  nine  o'clock  A.  M., 
but  the  motion  to  suspend  did  not  prevail, 
^port  o^  t^8      Reports  from  Standing  Committees  being  in  order, 
mittee.  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Chairman   of  the  Committee  on 

Epi«cop«i7.  Episcopacy,  presented  Report  No.  I,  comprising  three 
Keport  No.  I.  j^g^^g  .  ^jjg  relating  to  the  matter  of  dividing  Presid- 
ing Elders'  Districts  in  the  interval  of  the  sessions  of  an 
Annual  Conference ;  one  relating  to  the  Appointment 
of  Presiding  Elders  to  pastoral  charges  ;  and  one  rel^ 
ing  to  the  power  of  a  Presiding  Elder  to  give  a  Certifi- 
cate of  withdrawal  to  Superannuated  Preachers  in  cer- 
tain cases  ;  and  the  report  was  adopted  as  follows : 


FiBST  Item. — Among  the  matters  referred  to  this  committee,  with 
instructions  to  examine  and  report,  are  the  following : 

"  la    it   in  accordance   with  the  general  usage  of  the   Methodist 
Wvtelons       of  Episcopal  Church,  with  the  spirit  of  her  economy,  and  with  the  law 
Presiding  El-   of  the  same  given  in  the  Discipline,  Part  I,  chap,  iii,  §  1,  in  answer 
f%h  ^'^^^'l   to  question  3,  and  in  chap,  iv,  §  1,  that  on  the  decease  of  a  presid- 
rfCo^er^'c^   ing  elder  in  the  interim  of  an  Annual  Conference,  a  bishop  may 
divide  the  district  into  two  or  more  sub-districts,  and  appoint  thereto 
as  many  presiding  officers,  having  power  to  perform  all  the  duties 
of  presiding  elders   in  Quarterly  Conferences,  and  to   represent  in 
the  ensuing  Annual  Conference  the  preachers  in  charge  of  the  cir- 
cuits or  stations  to  which  they  were  personally  appointed?" 
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"We  find  among  the  duties  of  the  bishops  the  following :  to  form  3May  IS. 
the  districts  according  to  his  judgment,  (Discipline,  answer  2,  page  Ninth  Dat. 
92.)  The  same  authority  (see  Discipline,  page  98)  declares  the  pre- 
siding elders  are  to  be  chosen  by  the  bishop,  thus  referring  the 
whole  power  in  determining  the  size  of  the  district,  the  number  of 
its  charges,  and  the  selection  of  the  presiding  elders  to  the  bishop. 
We,  therefore,  answer  the  questiou  thus : 

He  has  the  legal  right  to  arrange  the  district  according  to  his 
own  judgment. 

Second  Item. — Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be    Presiding    El- 
instructed  to  report  to  this  Conference  at  an  early  day  whether,  in     *^®"    ™*y  ^^ 
the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  the  bishops  have  authority,  under     oiiurches. 
the  present  rule  of  Discipline,  to  appoint  a  presiding  elder  to  the 
charge  of  a  circuit  or  station. 

We  answer,  in  our  judgment,  they  have  such  right. 


Third  Item. — The  following  question  and  answer  are  from  the 
Journal  of  the  Central  Illinois  Conference,  and  were  referred  to  the 
Committee:  "When  a  superannuated  member  of  a  sister  Confer- 
ence, residing  in  the  bounds  of  our  Conference,  concludes  to  with- 
draw from  the  Church,  can  the  presiding  elder  give  him  a  certificate 
of  withdrawal  ?" 

Answer.     No. 

We  respectfully  recommend  concurrence  in  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  as  the  correct  ruling. 


Certificate      of 
withdrawal 
may    not    be 
given. 


[See  Appendix  D,  I.] 

Charles  B.  Tippett,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 
the  Book  Concern,  submitted  Reports  Nos.  Ill  and  ^/„^Vv^°'"^ 
IV,  which  were  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom  the  subject  of  Sweedish  Pa 
publishing  a  paper  in  the  Swedish  language  was  referred,  report,  per- 
That  the  General  Conference  refer  the  adoption  of  the  "  Ambassa- 
dor" to  the  discretion  of  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati;  that  if 
they  find  upon  investigation  that  they  can  publish  it  without  seri- 
ous loss  to  the  Concern,  they  are  authorized  to  do  so,  either  at 
Rockfbrd  or  Chicago. 

'  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  have  had  under  considera- 
tion the  proposition  of  T.  A.  Goodwin  in  relation  to  the  Central 
Christian  Advocate,  and  report  adversely^ 

[See  Appendix  G,  III  and  IV.] 

Davis  W.  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Eevisaia. 
Revisals,  presented  Report  No.  II,  relating  to,  1.  Chap-  Report  No.il 
lains  to  Hospitals.     2.  Agents  for  Benevolent  Institu- 
tions.    3.  Preaching  without  License.     It  lies  on  the 
table  under  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  report  in  part,  as  fol-  Appeal*, 
lows : 


On  motion,  the  decision  of  the  Illinois  Annual  Conference  in  ex- 
pelling B.  F.  Northcot  was  affirmed.  James  Hill,  Sec. 
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M.tty  13. 

Ninth  Day. 

Bundsy-Schools 
•nd  Tract 

Report  No.  I. 


Temporal 
Economy. 
Keport  No.  I. 


Keport  Ko.  II. 


Conferences 
called  for  mis- 
eellaneoas 
busiuesB. 


James  Porter,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Sun- 
day-Schools and  Tract  Cause,  presented  Report  No.  I, 
which  was  read  and  adopted.  The  following  are  the 
resolutions  of  the  report : 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  have  great  cause  for  devout  gratitude  to 
Almighty  God  for  the  signal  success  and  healthy  outgrowth  of  the 
Sunday-school  cause  during  the  past  four  j-ears,  under  the  fostering 
care  of  the  Church  and  the  vigilant  and  faithful  supervision  of  Dr. 
Wise,  our  Corresponding  Secretary. 

2.  Resolved,  Tiiat  we  hail  with  joy  the  pleasing  intelligence  that 
the  returns  of  1863  show  the  number  of  schools  in  the  Churcii  to 
be  13,088;  officers  and  teachers,  148,582;  scholars,  844,706;  con- 
versions during  the  term,  70,000,  making  an  increase  of  279  schools, 
8,055  officers  and  teachers,  94,588  scholars,  which,  with  an  addition 
of  168  bound  volumes,  and  129  paper  covered  books  and  tracts  to 
our  catalogue,  aflbrds  the  highest  encouragement  to  continued  eflFort 
in  this  noble  cause. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  cordially  recommend  the  "Sunday-School 
Teachers'  Journal "  to  the  largest  patronage  of  all  our  people,  be- 
lieving that  it  is  eminently  calculated  to  assist  teachers  in  their  diffi- 
cult work. 

4.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  tlie  Sunday-School  Union 
to  amend  the  second  article  of  its  constitution,  so  that  it  shall  read: 

"The  object  of  tins  society  shall  be  to  promote  the  cause  of  Sab- 
bath-Schools in  connection  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  in  such  other  spheres  of  Christian  labor  as,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  board  of  managers,  may  have  claims  upon  its  charity:  and  thus, 
by  a  careful  training  of  those  who  may  be  under  its  influence,  seek 
to  promote  the  glory  of  God  and  the  happiness  of  mankind." 

[See  Appendix  X,  III.] 

James  Porter,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Tem- 
poral Economy,  submitted  Report  No.  I,  which  was 
adopted,  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economj'^  respectfully  report,  1.  That 
they  deem  it  inexpedient  for  the  General  Conference  to  make  more 
stringent  rules  in  relation  to  members  who  fail  to  support  the  in- 
stitutions of  religion  according  to  their  ability,  as  proposed  by  the 
Ohio  Conference.  2.  The  committee  also  report  adversely  to  strik- 
ing out  of  the  Discipline  the  twentj'-first  and  twenty-second  para- 
graphs of  the  answer  to  question  1,  in  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  §  12,  pro- 
viding for  "a  yearly  subscription  in  tliose  circuits  tliat  can  bear  it," 
etc.,  said  paragraphs  having  fraternal  purposes,  and  being  of  service 
Btill  in  some  parts  of  our  work. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Econ- 
omy also  submitted  Report  No.  II,  comprising  two 
items:  One  relating  to  the  Accountability  of  a  Church 
for  Deficiencies  in  the  Payment  of  Allowances,  and  the 
other  to  the  Mode  of  Fixing  and  Paying  the  Salaries 
of  the  Bishops,  and  it  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

The  roll  of  Conferences  was  called  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  miscellaneous  business,  and  matters  were  intro- 
duced and  disposed  of  as  follows : 
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Lafayette  D.  White  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  propriety  of  making  such  a 
change  in  the  Discipline  so  as  to  provide  for  a  more  equal  division 
of  the  funds  appropriated  by  the  Book  Room  for  the  support  of 
Conference  claimants. 

Isaac  S.  Bingham  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  and  they  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  This  General  Conference  has  been  favored  with  the 
presence  of  delegates  from  the  Wesleyan  Metliodist  Conference  of 
England,  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference  of  Canada,  and  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Canada, 
bearing  to  us  the  fraternal  salutations  of  the  several  bodies  they 
represent  respectively ;  therefore 

Resolved,  1.  That  it  is  the  pleasure  of  this  Conference  cordially  to 
reciprocate  these  expressions  of  Christian  regard. 

Resolved,  2.  That   we  accordingly  appoint  two  members  of  this    Delegates 
body  to  visit,  as  our  representatives,  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Con-     Foreisni 
ference  of  England,  and  bear  to  it  our  Christian  salutations  at  some 
time  during  the  coming  foiu-  years. 

Resolved,  3.  That  we  also  appoint  two  members  of  this  body  to 
visit  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference  in  Canada,  at  some  time 
during  the  coming  four  years,  for  the  purposes  above  specitied. 

Resolved,  4.  That  we  also  appoint  two  members  of  this  body  to 
visit  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Canada,  at  its  next  session,  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned. 


Churches      to 
be  appointed. 


CINCINNATI   CONFERENCE, 

William  Xast  presented  a  memorial  from  R.  A.  W. 
Bruehl  and  nineteen  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  German  Work. 


CiMcnmATL . 


EAST  BALTIMORE   CONFERENCE. 

George  D.  Chenoweth  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  i, 
§  4,  page  56,  by  inserting  in  the  twelfth  line  from  the  top,  after  the 
words,  "to  meet  such  amount,"  the  followiuc:,  namely:  ''By  ap- 
portioning the  same  among  the  various  congregations  and  classes, 
and  then  to  each  individual  according  to  their  ability." 

EAST  GENESEE   CONFERENCE. 

John  M.  Reid,  at  his  own  request,  was  excused 
from  the  Committee  on  Boundaries,  and  Sylvester  L. 
Congdon  was  appointed  in  his  stead. 


Eabt  Balti- 

MOKB 


East  Gknxskk. 
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ERIE   CONFERENCE. 


Richard  A.  Caruthers  presented  a  memorial  from 
Brady's  Bend,  signed  by  John  Perry  and  twenty-six 
others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Lay 
Delesration. 


ILUKOB.  ILiilNOlS   CONFERENCE. 

Henry  F.  Koeneke  presented  two  memorials  from 
Quincy ;  one  signed  by  John  M.  EuU  and  twenty-four 
others,  and  the  other  by  F.  W,  Janson  and  eighteen 
others ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  German  Work. 

Nkw       Toek  new   YORK  EAST  CONFERENCE. 

East. 

Daniel  Curry  presented  a  memorial  from  South 
Fifth-street  Church,  Brooklyn,  on  Sunday-schools,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools ; 
also  two  from  the  same  church  on  Extension  of  Time, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itiner- 
ancy. 

NobthOhio.  north  OHIO  CONFERENCE. 

Jacob  Rothweiler  presented  a  memorial  from  J. 
Yeager  and  fifty-two  others,  in  relation  to  German 
Annual  Conferences,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  German  Work. 


Omo.  OHIO   CONFERENCE. 

Barzillai  N.  Spahr  was,  on  motion  of  Joseph  M. 
Trimble,  placed  on  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  in 
his  stead. 


OmiBA.  ONEIDA  CONFERENCE. 

Albert  S.  Graves  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  placing  in  the  Discipline  the  appoint- 
ment of  "A  week  of  prayer,"  for  the  conversion  of  the  world,  to  be 
observed  hj  cur  Church. 
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Miay  IS. 

NiKTH  DaT. 

PHILADELPHIA  CONFERENCE.  Phu.ai>klphia. 

Adam  Wallace  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which,  after  a  motion  of  Hugh  D.  Fisher  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  lost,  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  we  disapprove  of  stamping,  clapping,  and  cheers 
while  engaged  in  the  business  or  devotions  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence, within  the  walls  of  the  sanctuary. 

ROCK  RIVER  CONFERENCE.  EooKKrvKR. 

George  L.  Mulfinger  presented  two  memorials  relat- 
ing to  German  Annual  Conferences :  One  from  D.  Con- 
rad, and  one  from  C.  Reicharts ;  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 


TROY  CONFERENCE.  Tboy. 

Stephen  D.  Brown  presented  two  memorials  on 
Boundaries :  One  from  Highgate,  signed  by  H.  Skeeles 
and  twenty  others ;  and  one  from  Brandon,  signed  by 
A.  S.  Cool  and  twenty  others;  and  they  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


UPPER  IOWA   CONFERENCE. 


ITpraB  lovA. 


George  Clifford  presented  a  Plan  for  Church  Ex- 
tension Society,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions. 

On  motion  of  Davis  W.  Clark,  report  No.  I  of  the  ^fj^fed"**'*"' 
Committee  on  Revisal  of  the  Ritual,  laid  on  the  table  Report  No.  l 
May  10,  was  taken  up,  and  a  motion  was  made  to 
adopt  it. 

Isaac  Owen  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  word 
"  Spirit "  for  the  word  "  Ghost "  wherever  it  occurs  in 
the  Ritual,  which  amendment,  on  motion  of  Richard 
Haney,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Jesse  T.  Peck  moved  to  amend  the  first  question  in 
the  "  Form  for  Receiving  Persons  into  the  Church  after 
Probation,"  by  striking  out  the  words  "  to  believe  and 
do  all  things  contained  therein,"  and  insert  instead 
thereof  the  words  "faithfully  to  observe  and  keep 
that  covenant." 

Lucius  H.  King  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 

10 
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Adopted. 


Conference  vis- 
it to  Independ- 
ence Hall  post- 
puned. 


Beport  on  Mis 
Bions,  No.  II. 


Missionary  sec 
retaryship  con 
sidered. 


M:»y  13. 

Tekth  Day. 

Opening       of 
Conference. 


table,  which  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  65  to  109 ; 
and  the  amendment  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  104 

to  74. 

On  motion  of  Stacey  W.  Hilliard,  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  ordered  by  a  vote  of  132  to  43,  and  the  re- 
port, as  amended,  was  adopted.   [See  ^i>pencZ^a;  X,  l.J 
Information  having  been  received  that  it  would  not 
be  convenient  to  the  persons  having  chaije  of  Inde- 
pendence Hall  that  the  Conference  should  visit  it  at 
the  time  agreed  upon  yesterday,  on  motion  of  James 
H  Noble,  the  delegation  of  the  Philadelphia  Confer- 
ence were  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  those 
gentlemen,  and  arrange  for  a  visit  at  some  future  time. 
It  was  also  made  the  duty  of  the  same  committee  to 
respond  on  behalf  of  the  Conference  to  all  invitations 
of  like  character  which  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be 

■  ''onmttion  of  William  H.  Goode,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Missions,  No.  II,  was  taken  up,  and,  on 
Ltion  of  Gardner  Baker,  the  first  resolution,  changmg 
Te  name  of  the  Foreign  German  Mission  Conference, 

""  Robtn  M.  Hatfield  moved  the  adoption  of  the  sec- 
ond resolution,  relating  to  assistant  secretaryships  of 
the  Missionary  Society. 

William  Mlt.  Hester  offered  the  following  substi- 
tute for  the  second  resolution,  namely : 

S..fe.*  ThatthetatBeatenceor  Ar«cle  IT^^^^^^^ 

reside  in  the  West." 

On  motion  of  Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,  the  time  of 
the  session  was  extended.  _ 

Pending  the  discussion  of  the  foregoing  substitute, 
on  motion:  Conference  adjourned,  and  the  Benediction 
was.pronounced  by  William  Nast. 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  13. 

Conference  met  this  morning  at  half  past  eight. 
nVlock  Bishop  Ames  in  the  chair.  , ,     t       » 

the  i  religious  services  were  conducted  by  James. 
P.  Dimmitt,  of  the  lUinois  Conference. 
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The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved.         Miay  is. 

John  M.  Reid,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itih-  J^^"'"  ^^'■•. 
erancy,  submitted  Report  No.  Ill,  in  two  parts,  the    StondhigCom- 
first  relating  to  the  Supernumerary  Relation,  and  the  uTnlraacy,  No. 
second  to  the  matter  of  preachers  refusing  to  occupy    ^"• 
parsonages  provided  for  them.     The  report  was  read 
and  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule,  and  Conference 
ordered  that  it  be  printed. 

Joseph  Cnmmings,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  state  of  the 
the  State  of  the  Country,  submitted  Report  No.  I,  and    ^'"'"''y*^"-^- 
it  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

The  Commiltee  on  the  State  of  tlie  Country  have  carefully  con- 
sidered the  following  subject,  submitted  to  tliem  by  the  General  Con- 
ference, namely: 

"  Whereas,  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  the  first  to  tender  its  allegiance  to  the  Government  un- 
der the  Constitution  in  the  days  of  Washington;  and 

"  Whereas  the  fair  record  of  the  Church  has  never  been  tarnished 
by  disloyalty ;  and 

"  WItereas  our  ministers  and  people  are  truly  and  deeply  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  Government  in  its  efforts  to  put  down  rebellion  and 
set  the  captives  free ;  therefore' 

J'JieMved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it 
shaU  be  to  proceed  to  Washmgton  and  to  present  to  the  President 
of  these  United  States  the  assurances  of  our  Church,  in  a  suitable 
address,  that  we  are  with  him  heart  and  soul  in  the  present  struggle 
flor  human  rights  and  free  institutions ;" 

Apd  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  recommend  that  "  five  "  be  sub- 
stituted for  "  three  "  as  the  number  of  the  committee,  and  that  the 
resolution  as  thus  amended  be  adopted. 

Charles  B.  Tippett,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern, 
the  Book  Concern,  submitted  Report  No.  V,  compris-    ^°'  ^* 
ing  the  following  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Xew  York  be  instructed  to    PhUadelohia 
establish  a  Book  Depository  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  if  in  their     DeplZr^^ 
judgment  It  can  be  done  without  loss  to  the  Concern,  and  under 
such  conditions  as  shall  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  them. 

[See  Appendix  G,  V.] 

Charles  B.  Tippett  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  H. 
C.  Dosh  relating  to  a  Revision  of  the  Ritual,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

Benjamin  F.  Crary,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  slave 
Slavery,  submitted  a  report,  proposing  a  change  of  the 
General  Rule  on  Shivery;  and,  at  his  requcS,  it  was 
laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed,  and  its  consideration 
was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next,  at 
ten  o'clock  A.  M. 


very. 
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May  13.        WilUam  H.  Goode,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
TbnthDat.     Missions,  reported  back  the  memorial  from  the  Ladies 
SrHome  Home  Mission  of  Cincinnati,  recommending  its  refer- 
^rnati.  ^   ence  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  ^^f  ^  ^^V^^^ 

mendation  to  consider  the  expediency  of  includmg  the 
Ladies'  Home  Mission  in  Cincinnati  am?>ng  the  excep- 
tions to  the  rule  requiring  the  change  of  the  preacher 
every  two  years,  and  it  was  referred  accordingly, 
gwedish    Mis-       He   also   reported  back  the  memorial  relatmg  to 
"<*"•       ..    Swedish  Missions ;  also  resolutions  relating  to  missions 
^.J,t^an^Nf^;  in  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  recommending  that  they 
""'"'"*■  be  referred  to  the  General  Missionary  Committee  at 

New  York ;  and  they  were  referred  accordingly.     ^ 
t  f  Com        On  motion  of  William  H.  Goode,  the  consideration 
Srk.^1;  of  the  report  pending  at  adjournment  yesterday  was 
takeAup.         resumed.  ,  ,  ...  , 

William  F.  Cowles  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  words  "who  shall  reside  in  the  West,"  and  insert- 
ing  instead  thereof,  "  who  shall  reside  on  the  Pacific 
Coast."  Luke  Hitchcock  moved  to  lay  the  amend- 
ment on  the  table.  The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  sub- 
stitute was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Resolved  That  the  last  sentence  of  Article  IT  of  the  Conshtutiou 

shall  reside  in  the  West." 

The  third  resolution,  relating  to  the  "Contingent 
Fimd,"  was  adopted,  and  the  report,  as  amended  and 
as  a  whole,  containing  the  following  resolutions,  was 

adopted :  ,  4^   r  fi,^ 

„,.,»  Cfer.       1.  «...«,  That  «.e  Genej.  Con^erenc^^^^^^^^^ 
r/'  "^  Sl\Srr4SS  0S:«  of  Gel.a„.  .nd  Swit^r- 
Switzerland.  „ 

''''2  'Resolved   That  the  last  sentence  of  Article  IV  of  the  Constitu- 

shall  reside  in  the  West." 

able  for  the  current  year. 

Joseph  AI  Trimble,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
«-        Ep     opacy    presented  Report  Ko.  H,  relating  1.  To 
the  President  of  the  Annual  Conference;  2.  To  th 
Limitation  of  Pastoral  Service;  3.  To  the  Power  of 


Change  of  Con- 
stitution. 


Contingent 
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Committee  of  Trial ;  and,  4.  To  the  Power  of  Presiding    ?*^y  *^- 

'  '  °      Tenth  Day. 

Elders  ;  and,  on  motion  of  Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed  by  a  vote  of  82 
to  42. 

Daniel  Wise  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
after  half  past  ten  o'clock  this  morning  till  Monday 
afternoon. 

On  motion  of  John  M.  Reid,  Report  No.  II  of  the  Report  of  Com- 

'  r  mittee  on  Itin- 

Committee  on  Itinerancy,  laid  on  the  table  May  11,    ef^n^    ta^«n 
was  taken  up,  and  the  first  part,  relating  to  the  Ex- 
tension of  the  Time  of  Ministerial  Service  to  Three   Extension     of 
Years,  was  read. 

Pending  the  discussion,  Daniel  Wise  moved  to  lay 
the  matter  under  consideration  on  the  table,  that  the 
Conference  might  proceed  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Lucius  H.  King  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the 
Report  before  the  Conference  be  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  A.M.,  which 
amendment,  on  motion  of  Robert  M.  Hatfield,  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  motion  made  by  Daniel  Wise 
prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Jesse  T.  Peck,  Conference  proceeded  Reception     of 

.  r-     Delegates  from 

to   the   order  of  the  day,   namely,  the    reception  of   WesieyanCon- 
the  Delegates  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church    Canada. 
in  Canada.     An  address  from  the  Canada  Wesleyan 
Conference  was  then  presented  and  read.     [For  Ad- 
dress, see  Appendix  B,  VIII.] 

Rev.  John  Carroll  and  Rev.  S.  S.  Nelles,  D.D.,  del- 
eg^es  from  that  body,  then  addressed  the  Conference. 

Freeborn  G.  Hibbard  ofiered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  we  have  hstened  with  pleasure  to  the  addresses 
and  representations  of  our  brethren,  the  delegates  from  the  Wesley- 
an Methodist  Conference  of  Canada,  and  while  we  extend  to  them 
our  cordial  greeting  as  "our  brethren  and  kinsmen  "  in  the  Spirit, 
we  assure  them  of  our  unabated  esteem  for  and  fellowship  with  the 
body  which  they  represent.  In  the  Wesleyan  Connection  of  Cana- 
da we  recognize  a  legitimate  hnk  of  our  developing  Methodistic  de- 
scent— the  child  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United 
States;  ecclesiastically,  a  "Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews;"  a  vine  of  the 
planting  of  our  fathers,  a  goodly  vine,  and  w^  pray  that  she  may 
send  out  her  fruitful  "  boughs  unto  the  sea,  and  her  branches  unto 
the  river." 

On  motion  of  Edward  Thomson,  the  Address  of  the 
Conference  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  Can- 
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May  13.     ^l^^  -^^s  referred  to   the  Committee  on  Correspond- 

Tkxth  Dat.  ^ 

ence. 
^endence  Hafi  ^^®  Committee  appointed  yesterday  to  confer  with 
the  authorities  at  Independence  Hall  reported  that  it 
would  be  convenient  to  them  to  receive  the  Conference 
on  either  Saturday  or  Monday  next;  whereupon,  on 
motion  of  Henry  C.  Benson,  the  time  was  fixed  for 
next  Saturday,  (to-morrow,)  at  twelve  o'clock  M. 

The  following  letter  of  invitation  was  received, 
namely : 

Union    League  TTmox  League  House,  May  13,  1864. 

invitation. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  invited  the  dele- 
gates to  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
to  visit  the  League  House  on  Monday  last,  and  the  invitation 
(though  I  believe  it  was  accepted)  was  not  understood  by  the  great 
majority  of  the  delegates  as  designating  any  particular  evening  for 
the  visit,  and  consequently  very  few  attended.  In  order  to  remedy 
this.  I  am  authorized  on  behalf  of  the  League  to  renew  the  invitation 
for  Monday  evening  next,  the  16th  inst,  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M. ;  and 
to  say  that  a  committee  of  the  League  will  wait  upon  such  of  the 
delegates  as  may  be  di.sposed  to  accept  this  invitation  at  such  place 
as  they  may  appoint,  and  escort  them  to  the  League  House. 

Most  of  the  religious  bodies  which  have  held  their  sessions  in  this 
city  within  a  year  past  have  accepted  a  similar  invitation,  and  it 
will  give  great  satisfaction  to  the  members  of  the  League  to  welcome 
your  Conference,  which  has  in  such  an  outspoken  and  acceptable 
manner  declared  its  loyalty  to  the  cause  of  the  Union. 
Very  truly  your  friend  and  servant, 

Rev.  Dr.  Harris,  Joseph  B.  Townsend, 

(Sfec'y  of  Conf.  in  behalf  of  the  League. 

On  motion  of  Granville  Moody,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  Conference  meet  at  Union  Church,  at  half  past 
seven  o'clock  on  Monday  evening  next,  and  go  in  a 
body  to  the  Union  League  House. 

By  unanimous  consent,  Stephen  D.  Brown,  of  Troy 
Conference,  presented  four  memorials  on  Boundaries : 
One  from  Leicester  and  Goshen,  signed  by  L.  R.  Sayles 
and  ten  others;  one  from  Pittsford  and  East  Pitts- 
ford,  signed  by  J.  C.  Leonard  and  eighteen  others  ;  one 
from  Vergennes,  signed  by  T.  Morgan  and  nine  others ; 
and  one  from  Rutland,  signed  by  William  A.  Burnett 
and  twenty-nine  others ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 
Reception     of       On  niotion  of  James  Hill,   the  order  of  the  day, 
f'romTho'*A*f"  namely,  the  reception  of  the  Deputation  from  the  Af- 
Ch^ch.^'   ^'   "can  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  taken  up,  and 
Bishop  Morris  introduced  Rev.  M.  M.  Clark,  Rev.  W. 
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R,  Revels,  and  Rev.  J.  P.  Campbell,  delegates  from 
that  body,  and  they  severally  addressed  the  Confer- 
ence. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  Y.  Monroe,  the  time  of  the  ses- 
sion was  extended. 

Samuel  C.  Brown  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Besolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  pecuhar  gratification  the  elo- 
quent addresses  of  the  Deputation  from  the  General  Conference  of 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  that  we  congratulate 
them  upon  their  past  success,  and  bid  them  a  hearty  God-speed  in 
entering  the  now  widely  opened  fields  of  Christian  labor. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  W.  Bristol,  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence  was  requested  to  consider  and  report 
as  to  the  expediency  of  opening  a  correspondence  with 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

By  unanimous  consent,  James  Porter  presented  a 
memorial  from  William  C.  Brown,  of  Chelsea,  in  rela- 
tion to  Congregational  Singing,  Kneeling  in  Prayer,  etc. ; 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pastoral  Ad- 
dress. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned. 

After  the  Doxology  was  sung,  the  Benediction  was 
pronounced  by  Samuel  A.  W.  Jewett. 


IVEay  13. 

Tenth  Day. 


Conference 
closed. 


SATURDAY  MORNmG,  MAY  14. 

Conference  met  this  morning  at  half  past  eight 
o'clock.  Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Calvin  Kingsley,  of  Erie  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

James  Porter  offered  the  following  resolution, 
namelv  : 


IMay  14. 

Eleventh  Day 
Opening  of  Con- 
ference. 


Journal      read 
and  approved. 


Resolved,  That   the  Secretary  of  this   Conference  be   authorized    Secretary  to 
and  directed,  in  preparing  our  Journals  for  the  press,  to  arrange  for     consolidate  the 
printing    the  reports    of    the  several   committees   together  in  the 
Appendix. 

On    motion,  the  following  members   of  Conference  Leave  of   ab- 

1  r     -u  1  ^®"''®  granted. 

were  granted  temporary  leave  oi  absence,  namely  : 
Horatio  R.  Clark,  Thomas  E.  Corkhill,  Thomas  Carl- 
ton, James  Porter,  Alexander  L.  Brice,  Jonathan  T. 
Crane,  and  Reuben  Nelson. 
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Miay  14.        John  M.  Reid,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itin- 
E^rt^  ^^  erancy,  submitted  Report  No.  IV,  in  two  parts :  The 
Standing  Com.  first  part  relating,  1.  To  the  Time  of  Probation  in  Mis- 
Itinerancy,        sion  Contei'ences  ;  2.  lo  the  Mode  of  Appomting  Pre- 
siding Elders;  and,  3.  To  the  Matter  of  Church  Records. 
The  second  part  recommending  such  a  change  in  the 
Discipline  as  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Mem- 
ber  of  an   Annual    Conference   to   the  Editorship  of 
Zion's  Herald,     The  second  part  of  the  report  lies  on 
the  table  under  the  rule. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adopt  the  first  part  of  the 
report,  and  the  first  paragraph  was  read  and  adopted, 
as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  have  had  under  consideration  the 
subject  of  Extending  the  Time  of  Probation  in  Mission  Annual 
Conferences,  and  respectfully  report  that  they  are  unable  at  the 
present  tune  to  recommend  such  discrimination. 

Pending  a  motion  to  adopt  so  much  of  the  report 
as  relates  to  the  Mode  of  Appointing  Presiding  Elders, 
Thomas  C.  Gardner  ofiered  the  following  substitute 
for  the  resolution  contained  in  the  report,  namely : 

Election  of  Pre-       Resolved,  That  the  Presiding  Elders  be  elected  by  ballot,  without 
siding  Elders,   debate  in  the  Annual  Conference,  on  the  nomination  of  the  presid- 
ing bishop. 

"While  this  substitute  was  under  consideration,  on 
motion  of  Benjamin  Pilsbury,  the  subject  was  laid  on 
the  table  to  allow  John  P.  Durbin  to  introduce  a  reso- 
lution in  regard  to  the  visits  to  Independence  Hall 
and  the  Union  League  House. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution,  ofiered  by 
John  P.  Durbin,  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  city  authorities  have  invited  the  Conference  to  visit 
Independence  Hall,  which  invitation  has  been  accepted  for  twelve 
o'clock  to-day ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  Bishop  Simpson  be  respectfully  requested  to 
respond  to  any  salutation  or  address  of  welcome  which  may  be 
made  on  that  occasion ;  and  that  Drs.  Thomson,  Foster,  and  Eddy 
be  requested  to  discharge  a  like  office  on  next  Monday  evening  at 
the  Union  League  House.  ' 

On  motion  of  John  P.  Durbin,  the  matter  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  time  was  taken  up,  and  Thomas  H. 
Lynch  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  ofiered  by  Thomas 
C.  Gardner  on  the  table. 
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Lucius  H.  King  called  for  a  vote  by  ayes  and  noes    ^Mlay  14. 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  the  call  was  ^yg^  ^^^  -^^^  | 

sustained  by  more  than   twenty-five  members.     The    «aUedfor.  j 

roll  was  called  and  the  vote  was  as  follows,  namely :  i 

Ayes. — Adams,  Alexander,   Allen  of  Maine,   Allen  Ayes.  ' 

of  New  England,  Armstrong,  Baird,  Baker,  Bangs,  | 

Bannister,   Bartine,  Barton,  Bennett,  Blake,  Brecken-  1 

ridge.  Brooks,  Brown  of  New  York,  Brownscombe,  \ 

Bruce,      Bullard,     Carlton,     Chambers,     Chenoweth,  j 

Church,  Clark  of  New  York,  Clark  of  Western  Vir-  ,  I 

ginia,  Clifford,  Cobb,  Colby,  Corkhill,  Crane,  Crary,  I 

Davis,  Dempsey,  Drummond,  Durbin,  Elliott,  Erwin,  | 

Ferris,  Fiegenbaum,    Fisher,  Foote,  Foster,   George,  ! 

Golden,    Goode,    Graves,  Griffin,    Griswold,    Gurley, 

Hall,  Hamlin,  Haney,  Harden,  Harris,  Harrison,  Haw-  \ 

ley,  Henderson,  Hestei",  Hibbard,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Hil- 
liard,  Himebaugh,  Hitchcock,  Houghton,  Huffman, 
Hunter,  Kynett,  Lanahan,  Lemon,  Lynch,  M'Kenzie, 

M'Murray,  Malcom,  Manson,  Mason,  Miley,  Miller  of  ; 

Nebraska,  Moore,  Morgan,  Melfinger,  Nelson  of  Cen-  ' 

tral  Ohio,   Nesbit,  Noble,  Olin,  Owen,  Peck  of  Wyo- 
ming, Penfield,  Perry,  Phelps,  Pillsbury  of  Wisconsin,  i 
Poe,  Porter,  Ray,  Reid  of  East  Genesee,  Reger,  Rei-  ■ 
ley,   Robinson,   Roth,    Sherman,    Shumate,  Smith  of 

Northwest    Indiana,    Smith   of  Southeastern  Indiana,  \ 

Spahr,  Stallard,  Strout,  Thomas,  Thomson,  Thurston, 

Tippett,  Trimble,   Wakeley,  Walker,  Wallace,  Ward-  i 

well,  Webber,  Wentworth,  White  of  Black  River, 
White  of  Ohio,  Whitecar,  Whiteman,  Wilbor  of  Gene- 
see, Wiley,  Wilson  of  Erie,  Wood,  Wright — 124.  | 

Noes. — Andrews,  Benson,  Bigelow,   Boyd,  Bristol,  Noes.  \ 

Brown   of  Providence,    Brown    of  Troy,    Caruthers,  ' 

Castle,  Clark  of  Wyoming,   Cobleigh,   Congdon,  Car-  i 

rington,  Cowles,  Crawford,  Cummings,  Cunningham,  '         \ 

Curry,   Denison,    Dimmitt,   Dustin,   Eddy,    Gardner,  ' 

Goodwin,  Gregg,  Guthrie,  Haines,  Harlow,  Hatfield, 
Hill  of  Erie,  Hobart,  Holmes,  Hurlburt,  Jervis,  Jew- 

ett,  Keeler,  King  of  New  York,  King  of  Troy,  Kings-  ; 

ley,  Koeneke,  Kuhl,  Lawson,  Lindsay,  Lowe,  M'Cabe,  I 

M'Combs,  M'Coy,   Magee,  Merrick,  Miller  of  North  ! 

Indiana,  Monroe,  Moody,  Munsell,  Nast,  Nisbet,  Nor-  i 

ton,  Patten,  Pearne,  Peck  of  California,  Pike,  Pilcher,  \ 

Pilsbury  of  New  York  East,  Raymond,  Reed  of  De- 
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Mlay  14.  troit,  Richards,  Hothweiler,  Shinn,  Sinex,  Smart, 
Smith  of  Cincinnati,  Smith  of  Western  Iowa,  Starks, 
Stewart,  Street,  Terrill,  Twomhly,  Yansant,  Whedon, 
"Wilbur  of  Oregon,  Woodruff,  Young — 81. 

Absent. — Barth,  Bingham,  Brice,  Davidson,  Har- 
Absent  den,  Nelson  of  Wyoming,   Pershing,  Reese,  Reeves, 

Wilson  of  Central  Ohio,  and  Wise — 11. 

So  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of 
124  to  81. 

John  L.  Smith  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  of 
the  resolution  that  part  which  calls  the  attention  of 
the  bishops  to  the  kind  of  presiding  elders  required  by 
the  Church,  but,  on  motion  of  James  S.  Smart,  the 
amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Alpha  J.  Kynett  offered  the  following  substitute  : 

Resolved,  Tliat  Part  II,  chap,  iv,  §  1,  page  98  be  amended  as  fol- 
lows: Add  after  the  words,  "By  the  bishops,"  the  words,  "subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Annual  Conference." 

William  M'K.  Hester  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  "Resolved,"  and  inserting  the 
following : 

The  presiding  elders  shall  be  appointed  by  the  bishops,  after  con- 
sultation with  a  council  composed  of  one  member  from  each  district, 
If  ho  shall  be  elected  by  their  several  districts. 

^d'"ded'  ^^^^^  When  the  foregoing  amendment  was  presented  a 
question  of  order  was  raised,  namely :  Can  an  amend- 
ment to  the  original  resolution  be  entertained  while 
a  substitute  for  the  resolution  is  still  pending?  The 
Chair  decided  that  an  amendment  can  be  so  enter- 
tained, under  authority  of  the  ninth  rule  of  the  Confer- 
ence. From  this  decision  John  P.  Durbin  appealed  to 
the  Conference.  Whereupon  the  question  was  put: 
"  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained  ?"  and 
by  vote  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 
Another  point  of  order  was  raised,  namely  : 
Is  not  a  motion  to  amend  a  resolution  by  striking 
out  of  it  all  after  the  word  "  Resolved,"  and  inserting 
other  matter  instead,  in  fact,  though  not  in  form,  a 
motion  to  adopt  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  ;  and  is 
not  such  motion  to  amend  subject  to  the  rules  gov- 
erning in  the  case  of  substitutes  ? 
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The  Chair  held  the  point  of  order  to  be  well  taken,    May  14. 
and   ruled   the  foregoing   amendment   to   be    out    of 

Point  of  order 
order.  decided. 

John  L.  Smith  moved  that  the  whole  subject  be  in- 
definitely postponed,  and,  on  this  motion,  Thomas  H. 
Pearne  called  for  a  vote  by  ayes  and  noes,  but  the  call 
was  not  sustained,  only  four  voting  in  favor  of  it. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  47  to 
127,  after  which,  on  motion  of  James  Porter,  the  whole 
subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  concerning  Church  Records  was 
adopted,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  a  uniform  and  tliorough  mode  of  keeping  Church   Church     Bee- 
Records  is  of  great  importance,  and  that  we  advise  careful  attention     '*'''^- 
thereto  on  the  part  of  all  our  preachers,  and  we  especially  commend 
to  the  attention  of  our  people  and  preachers  the  new  Church  Record 
published   by  our  Book  Agents  as  admirably  adapted  to  promote 
this  desirable  end. 

■     Charles  B.  Tippett,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 
the  Book  Concern,  presented  Report  No.  VI,  and  it     ^^° 
was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol-   Kates    of  dis- 
lowing  resolution :  "^^l^  ^  ^^^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be  and  are  hereby 
authorized  to  sell  all  books  of  the  General  Catalogue,  published  by 
the  Agents  at  New  York,  at  the  same  races  that  they  are  sold  at  in 
New  York,  and  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  shall,  in  cases  of 
sales  to  the  trade,  make  such  discounts  to  the  Agents  of  the  West- 
ern Concern  that  they  can  afford  to  sell  to  their  customers  at  New 
York  prices,  granting  them  six  per  centum  difference  in  discount  on 
sales  made  to  the  trade,  and  the  Western  Agents  shall  sell  to  the 
New  York  Agents  at  the  same  rates. 

They  further  report  in  relation  to  a  paper  in  Philadelphia  as    Paper  in  Phila- 
foUows :  delphia. 

Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  inexpedient  to  authorize  our  Agents  to 
establish  a  paper  in  Philadelphia,  that  city  and  its  surrounding 
country  being  an  important  part  of  the  territory  patronizing  the 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal,  which  is  now  restricted  as  much 
as  we  can  afford,  if  published  at  its  present  subscription  price. 

Joseph  Cummings,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  state  of  the 
the  State  of  the  Country,  presented  Report  No.  11,  geport  No.  il 
comprising  an  Address  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  nomination  of  a  Deputation  to  bear  the 
Address  to  Wa.shington,  and,  in  behalf  of  the  Confer- 
ence, present  it  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  na- 
tion.     The  Address  was  read  and  adopted,  and  the 

111-  r.  1  ,.11  Deputation     to 

nommated    delegation    was    confirmed,    as    lollows :    "wa«hington. 
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Miay  14. 

ElevknthDat 


Missions. 
Beport  No.  IIL 


Lands  in  Ore- 
gon for  Walla- 
met  Univer- 
sity. 


California  and 
Oregon  to  be 
represented  in 
the  General 
Missionary 
Committee. 


Bishop  Edward  R.  Ames,  Joseph  Cummings,  George 
Peck,  Charles  Elliott,  Granville  Moody.  [For  Re- 
port, as  adopted,  see  Appendix  I,  II.] 

William  H.  Goode,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Missions,  presented  Report  No.  Ill,  and  the  first  and 
second  resolutions  were  adopted,  as  follows : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  <Jf  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Soci- 
ety of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  be  and  they  hereby  are  au- 
tliorized,  so  far  as  the  General  Conference  may  authorize,  to  convey" 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  Wallamet  University,  in  Salem,  Oregon,  all  the 
lands  in  and  near  Salem  now  belonging  to  the  said  Board  of  Man- 
agers, the  said  lands  and  their  avails  to  be  used  by  the  trustees  of 
the  said  "Wallamet  University  as  an  endowment  fund,  the  interest 
only  of  which  shall  be  used  for  the  support  of  said  institution. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  the  appointment  of  the  General  Missionary 
Committee  the  bishops  be  directed  to  constitute  corresponding 
members  of  the  said  committee  for  Oregon  and  California  Conferences 
respectively,  who  shall  have  a  corresponding  relation  to  the  said 
committee,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  by  proxy  in  its  annual 
meetings,  on  all  subjects  relating  to  domestic  missions  on  the  Pacific 
coast. 


Wm.  Wllmot 


Bevisals. 
Beport  No.  IIL 


The  third  resolution,  relating  to  a  change  in  the 
Discipline  in  regard  to  publishing  the  names  of  con- 
tributors to  the  cause  of  missions,  lies  on  the  table 
imder  the  rule. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  further 
reported,  in  continuance  of  No.  Ill,  two  resolutions  re- 
lating to  the  claim  made  by  William  Wilmot  for  pecun- 
iary relief,  and  the  resolutions  were  adopted.  [For 
Resolutions  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  J,  III.] 

Davis  W.  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Revisals,  presented  Report  No,  III,  comprising  five 
items:  1.  Of  Class-meetings;  2.  Neglect  of  the  Means 
of  Grace;  3.  Depositions  and  Course  of  an  Accused 
Party;  4.  On  seeing  the  Preachers  behave  well  and 
want  nothing;  5.  Annual  Election  of  Stewards.  The 
report  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Davis  W.  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Beport  No.  UL  Revision  ^f  t^e  Ritual,  presented  Report  No.  Ill,  re- 
lating to  the  Ministration  of  Baptism  to  Infants,  and  it 
was  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Joseph  Cummings  presented  a  memorial  from  a  con- 
vention of  laymen  within  the  bounds  of  the  New  En- 
gland Conference,  on  the  Election  of  Stewards,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Hugh  D.  Fisher  presented  the  resolutions  of  a  meet- 


BitaaL 
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ing  of  clergymen  of  Philadelphia  in  relation  to  the 
"  Pennsylvania  Freedinen's  Relief  Association,"  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Freedmen. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned. 

After  the  Doxology  Avas  sung,  the  Benediction  was 
pronounced  by  Edwin  E.  Griswold. 


Miay  14. 

ElbyknthDat 


Conference  ad- 
journed. 


MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  16.  May  le. 

TWBLFTU  DAT. 

Conference  met  this   morning    at    half  past    eight  Opening       of 
o'clock,  Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
William  M'K.  Hester,  of  the  Indiana  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Frederick  Merrick  asked  leave  to  record  his  vote  on 
the  question  taken  by  ayes  and  noes  on  Saturday. 

On  motion,  leave  was  granted ;  his  name  was  called, 
and  he  voted  No,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
correct  the  vote  of  Satui'day  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  the  order  of  business  ^^'e*  ?^**'*^®' 

''  '  amended. 

was  suspended,  and  he  moved  to  amend  the  Ninth 
Rule  by  transposing  the  words  "  amendment "  and 
"  substitute,"  and  striking  out  the  words  "  or "  and 
"  also  "  in  the  same  clause. 

Niram  Norton  moved  as  a  substitute  for  the  fore- 
going amendment,  to  change  the  last  clause  of  the  Rule 
so  as  to  read^  "substitute  or  amendment,  either  of 
which  may  be  amended." 

George  W.  Walker  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Lafayette  D.  White  moved  to  refer  the  whole  sub- 
ject to  a  committee  of  three,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port as  soon  as  practicable ;  but  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion,  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  the  original  motion  prevailed;  so  that  the  Rule 
reads : 

9.  No  new  motion  or  resolution  shall  be  entertained  until  the  Ninth  Bnla  as 
one  under  consideration  is  disposed  of,  which  may  be  done  by  adop-  a^endea, 
tion  or  rejection,  unless  one  of  the  following  motions  shall  intervene, 
which  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
placed,  namely :  indefinite  postponement ;  laying  on  the  table ;  ref- 
erence to  a  committee ;  postponement  to  a  given  time ;  substitute, 
which  may  be  amended ;  amendment. 
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IMCay  16. 
TwKLTTH  Day. 


Report  of 

Standing  Com- 
mittees. 

German  Work. 
Report  No.  I. 


Appeals. 


Committee   in- 
structed. 


Special  Com- 
mittees. 

Trusteeship  for 
tlie  General 
Conference. 


MinorityEeport 
.  on         Slavery 
submitted. 


EoU  of  Confer- 
ences called 
for  miscellane- 
ous business. 


John  H,  Twombly  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Conference  be  requested  to 
publish  in  the  Daily  Advocate  a  statement  of  the  unfinished  business 
before  this  bodj-. 

On  motion  of  Moses  Hill,  the  resolution  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  order  of  business  was  resumed,  and  reports  of 
standing  committees  being  called  for,  George  Peck, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work, 
presented  Report  No.  I,  recommending  the  Organiza- 
tion of  the  German  Work  into  Separate  Annual  Con- 
ferences, and  the  Report  was  laid  on  the  table  to  be 
printed. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  presented  a  report,  and 
William  H.  Olin  moved  to  recommit  with  instructions. 
Pending  the  discussion,  James  Pike  moved  the  previous 
question,  and  the  motion  was  sustained  by  a  vote  of 
1 1 3  to  6,  and  the  report  was  recommitted ;  and  the 
committee  were  directed,  in  making  their  reports,  to 
include  in  them  a  statement  of  the  nature  of  the  action 
of  the  Annual  Conference  from  which  the  appeal  is 
taken. 

William  Young,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee 
on  a  Plan  of  Trusteeship  for  the  General  Conference, 
submitted  a  report  on  that  subject,  and  it  lies  on  the 
table  under  the  rule. 

Elisha  P.  Phelps  and  Lemuel  M.  Reeves,  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slavery,  submitted  a  minority  report  on  that 
subject,  and  it  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule.  [For 
Minority  Report,  see  Appendix  H,  II.] 

Richard  Haney  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  busi- 
ness to  take  up  Report  No.  II  of  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy  ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Conferences  were  called  for  the  presentation  of  mis- 
cellaneous business. 


Black  River.  BLACK   RIVER  CONFERENCE. 

John  B.  Foote  presented  a  petition  from  Oswego, 
on  Extension  of  Time,  signed  by  W.  I.  Preston  and 
fifteen  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Itinerancy. 
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CALIFORNIA   CONFERENCE. 

Henry  C.  Benson  offered  a  preamble  and  resolution 
providing  for  a  Second  Assistant  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary of  the  Missionary  Society,  Avho  shall  reside  upon 
the  Pacific  coast.  Pending  its  discussion,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table  and  made  a  special  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow,  immediately  after  disposing  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Conference  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
namely  :  to  hear  a  sermon  by  Rev.  W.  L.  Thornton, 
A.  M.,  delegate  from  the  British  Wesleyan  Conference. 
Dr.  Thornton  introduced  the  religious  services  by 
reading  the  11th  Hymn,  commencing 

"From  all  that  dwell  below  the  skies,''  etc. 
After  the  hymn  was  sung  he  led  the  devotion  of  the 
Conference  and  congregation  in  prayer.  The  Scrip- 
ture lesson  was  read  from  the  first  chapter  of  the  Gos- 
pel according  to  St.  Luke,  and  commencing  at  the  68tli 
verse.     After  the  Scriptures  were  read  the  739th  hymn, 

commencing 

"Jesus,  the  Conq'ror,  reigns," 

was  sung.  The  text  chosen  for  the  occasion  was 
taken  from  the  Gospel  according  to  St.  Luke,  (x,  18,) 
"  I  beheld  Satan  as  lightning  fall  from  heaven." 

At  the  close  of  the  sermon  the  1st,  4th,  and  6tli 
verses  of  the  219th  hymn  were  sung,  and  Bishop 
Morris  pronounced  the  Benediction.  [For  Sermon, 
see  Appendix  B,  XL] 

Notices  were  given,  and  Conference  adjourned. 


Twelfth  Dat. 

California. 

Second  Assist- 
ant C'oire- 
spooding  Sec- 
retary. 


Orderoftheday. 

Sermon  by  Kev. 
\V.  L.  Thorn- 
ton. 


Adjournment 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  IT. 

Conference    met    this    morning  at  half  past  eight 
o'clock.  Bishop  Scott  in  the  chair. 

The    usual   religious  services    were    conducted   by 
George  W.  Walker,  of  the  Indiana  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On    motion  of  Elijah  H.   Pilcher,  all  members  ab-  Absentees    ai- 
sent  on  Saturday  when  the  vote  was  taken  by  ayes    '''''®^  ***  ^'*'*- 
and  noes,  on  the  matter  of  electing  Presiding  Elders, 
have  leave  to  vote  on  the  question  then  taken,  and  the 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  correct  the  votes  as  re- 


!lVIa,y  ly. 

Thiktebnth 

Day. 
Opening  of 
Conference. 


Journal  read. 
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Thibtrnth 

DAT. 


Reports    of 
Standing  Com- 
mittees. 

Episcopacy, 
No.  IIL 


Book  Concern, 
Report  No. 
VII. 

Depositories  at 
St.  Paul,  San 
Francisco,  De- 
troit, etc. 


Book  Concern. 
Report  No. 
YIII. 


ported  in  Saturday's  Journal  accordingly.  In  pursu- 
ance of  this  action  the  absentees  were  called,  and  the 
folio  whig  votes  recorded,  namely : 

Ayes. —  Adams,  Corkhill,  Gurley,  Harden,  and 
Whitecar, 

Noes. — Andrews,  Curry,  Keeler,  and  Twombly. 

Reports  from  Standing  Committees  being  in  order, 
Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy,  presented  Report  No.  Ill,  relating,  1.  To 
Appointing  Preachers  ;  2.  To  Employing  Supplies ; 
3.  To  Bishop  Morris  ;  4.  To  Episcopal  Districts  ;  5.  To 
Number  of  Additional  Bishops.  The  report  was  read, 
and,  on  motion  of  George  Peck,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  to  be  printed. 

Charles  B.  Tippett,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern,  presented  Report  No.  VII,  relating, 

1.  To  a  Book    Depository  at   St.   Paul,  Minnesota; 

2.  To  one  at  San  Francisco,  California ;  3.  To  one  at 
Detroit,  Michigan ;  and,  4.  Concerning  the  California  and 
Pacific  Christian  Advocates ;  and,  on  motion  of  Henry 
C.  Benson,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

The  committee  also  presented  Report  No.  VIII,  in 
relation  to  the  Central  Christian  Advocate  and  Depos- 
itory at  St.  Louis,  and  the  report  was  adopted  as  fol- 
lows, namely : 


Central  Advo-  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  at  Cinciunati  be  and  they  are  hereby 
cate  to  be  en-  instructed  to  enlarge  the  "Central  Christian  Advocate  "  so  as  to 
largeo.  make  it  equal  to  the  Western  or  Northwestern  Advocate. 

Depository  at  Kesolved,  That  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be  instructed  to  furnish 
St.  Louis  to  be  books  for  the  Depository  at  St.  Louis,  as  provided  for  in  the  Disci- 
tormhedwith    ^jj^^^^  ^^^^  227,  ninth  line  from  the  top. 

Money  to  be  re-       Resolved,  That  we  direct  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  to  pay 

C^imo^tt^'^^'    ^  Charles  Elliott,  D.D.,  Editor  of  the  "Central  Christian  Advocate," 

all  that    part  of  his   salary  which   he   relinquished  to  enable  the 

Agents  under  the  restrictions  imposed  on  tliem  by  the  last  General 

Conference,  to  continue  the  publication  of  the  paper. 


Book  Concern. 
Report  No.  IX 

Pittsburgh 
Christian   Ad- 
vocate       and 
Depository. 

Missions. 
Report  No.  IV. 


[See  Appendix  G,  VIII.] 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  also  presented 
Report  No.  IX,  concerning  the  Pittsburgh  Christian 
Advocate  and  a  Book  Depository  in  Pittsburgh,  and 
the  Report  was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

William  H.  Goode,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Missions,  presented  Report  No.  IV,  relating,  1.  To 
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Changes  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Missionary  Society  ; 
2.  To  Appropriations  to  the  African  Metliodist  Episco- 
pal Church ;  3.  To  a  Union  of  the  two  considerable 
bodies  of  Colored  Methodists  ;  4.  To  the  Observance  of 
the  first  Prayer-meeting  of  each  Month  as  a  Concert  of 
Prayer  for  Missions  ;  and,  5.  To  the  Observance  of  the 
Annual  Week  of  Prayer  for  the  Conversion  of  theWorld. 
The  Report  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  James  H. 
Noble,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

The  same  committee  reported  back  "  A  Plan  for 
Church  Extension  Society,"  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal 
Economy. 

Richard  W.  Keeler  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee  of  nine ;  but,  on  motion  di  Sylvester 
L.  Congdon,  the  motion  to  refer  to  a  special  committee 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  on  Missions  prevailed. 

James  Porter,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Sun- 
day-Schools and  Tract  Cause,  presented  Report  No.  II, 
in  two  parts,  and  the  first  part,  comprising  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  was  adopted : 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  raore  energetic,  vigorous,  and  persevering 
prosecution  of  the  Tract  enterprise  is  indispensable  to  the  growth 
and  efficiency  of  the  Church. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  pastor  to  take  a  regular 
annnal  collection  in  every  congregation  in  his  charge. 

3.  Resolved,  Tiiat  all  moneys  raised  for  Tract  purposes  in  our 
congregations,  whether  for  home  or  army  distribution,  should  be  re- 
ported to  and  expended  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  our 
own  Tract  Society. 

[For  Report,  see  Appendix  L,  IV.] 

The  second  part,  providing  for  certain  changes  in 
the  Discipline  relating  to  tfce  Tract  Cause,  was  read, 
and  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Davis  W.  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visals,  presented  Report  No.  IV,  relating,  1.  To  Public 
Worship ;  2.  To  Singing ;  3.  To  Reception  of  Ministers 
from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South;  4.  To 
number  of  a  Co'mrailtee  for  Trial ;  5.  To  Rearrangement 
of  the  Discipline  ;  6.  To  Registration  of  Marriages  and 
Baptisms ;  V.  To  Preachers'  Quarterly  Report ;  8.  On 
Examining  Accounts ;  and,  9.  To  Duties  of  Stewards. 
It  was  read,  and  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 
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May  17.         On  motion  of  Edwin  E.  Griswold,  the  order  of  bus- 

•^^^^     iness  was  suspended  to  listen  to  some  partmg  words 

.eieron.  IZ  Bilp  Richardson,  and  the  Kevs^Messr.  Gard. 

l-l^-'  ner  and  Morrison,  delegates,  all  of  the  ^ethoehst  Ep.s^ 

copal  Church  in  Canada.     After  these  gentlemen  had 

addressed   the  Conference,   the  followmg   resolution 

offerel   by   John   B.  Wentworth,   was    unanimously 

adopted :  \ 

and  fraternal  greetinw  of  the  ''*S?f'°' church  they  represent  a 
Church  of  Canada      We  f«<»S°''f, '\™^  ~d  „e  pray  that  God 

which  It  has  80  Buccessfully  entered. 

On  motion  of  John  M.  Keid,  the  "^der  of  business 
was  fm-ther  suspended  to  take  up  so  much  of  Report 
No  I  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  as  .elates  to 
the  Extension  of  the  Time  of  Ministerial  Servjce;  and, 
t  mot'on  of  Thomas  H.  Lynch,  that  part  of  the  Re- 
;:rt  wi:  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow 

"S;:rPetnetported  the  personal  sickness  of 
James  H.  Wilbur  as  the  reason  of  his  absence  from 
his  place  in  Conference  ^^^ 

On  motion  of  Randolph  b.  *  oster,  ivev.  v. . 
,»"wrrequested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  sermon 
7ealhed  ylterday  before  the  Conference  for  pubh- 

""on"  motion  of  Alpha  J.  Kynett,  the  order  of  business 
was  suspended  that  petitions  and  memorials  mtght  be 

•"ToC  H  Twombly  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
.uspendinj;  the  order  of  Iwsiness  that  proviston  m.ght 
be  mirfo  introduce  resolutions  under  the  call,  and, 
':  lion  of  Sanford  Haines,  the  motion  to  reeons.der 

^  Hemy°Pe*«"f -ved  to  take  up  the  onier  of 

'^nVi^iv^irrmrTL^^id:: 

sented  and  referred,  as  foUows: 


JTj^ 


V 


List  of  Confer 
ences  called. 
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CENTRAL   OHIO  CONFERENCE. 


Miay  ir. 

TniRTBEHTH 

Thomas  H.  Wilson  presented  an  extract  from  the  Centeal  Omo. 
Journal,  asking  the  General  Conference  to  make  the 
language  of  the  questions  in  the  General  Minutes  con- 
form to  that  adopted  in  the  Discipline,  or  vice  versa, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 


CINCINNATI   CONFERENCE. 

Granville  Moody  presented  a  petition  from  Troy, 
signed  by  fifty-two  persons,  asking  an  Extension  of  the 
Time  of  Ministerial  Service  to  Five  Years,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

William  Nast  presented  two  memorials  relating  to 
German  Annual  Conferences :  One  from  F.  Schimmel- 
pfennig  and  twenty-seven  others,  and  one  from  F. 
Mueler  and  fifteen  others ;  and  they  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 

IOWA  CONFERENCE. 
Thomas  E.  Corkhill  presented  two  memorials  on 
Boundaries:  One  from  Knoxville  Quarterly  Conference, 
and  the  other  from  East  Des  Moines  Quarterly  Con- 
ference, remonstrating  against  Change  of  Boundary  of 
the  Iowa  Conference ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

MINNESOTA  CONFERENCE. 
Henry  Roth  presented  two  memorials  in  relation  to 
German  Annual  Conferences  :  One  signed  by  Martin 
Beneke  and  twenty-three  others,  and  one  signed  A. 
Lamprecht  and  twenty-six  others;  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 

NEWARK  CONFERENCE. 
Stacey  W.  Hilliard  presented  a  memorial  from  Nar- 
rowsburgh,  signed  by  C.  K.  Gordon  and  four  others, 
and  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

NEW  YORK  EAST  CONFERENCE. 

^  Edwin  E.  Griswold  presented  a  memorial  on  the 

Centenary  of  Methodism,  signed  by  Rev.  S.  C.  Keeler 


CiNCnOfATI. 


Iowa. 


MiNirmoTA. 


NsVrABK. 


Nkw 

East. 


YOBB 
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and  three  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Centenary  of  Methodism. 

NORTH  OHIO  CONFERENCE. 
Jacob  Rothweiler  presented  memorials  relating  to 
German  Annual  Conferences,  as  follows.  One  s.gned 
by  A.  Warns  and  forty-four  others ;  one  from  H  Mentz 
and  twenty-one  others;  and  one  from  F.  Mueler  and 
twelve  others;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee  on  the  German  Work. 

PHILADELPHIA  CONFERENCE. 
Joseph  Castle  presented  a  memorial  against  Exten- 
sion of  Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  signed  by  Wnham 
Perry  and  fifteen  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

ROCK  RIVER  CONFERENCE. 
George  L.  Mulfinger  presented  two  memorials  relat- 
ing to  German  Annual  Conferences:  One  from  V  Ru- 
dolph and  thirty.four  others,  and  one  from  Wilham 
Thiel  and  twenty-one  others;  and  they  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 

Samuel  A.  W.  Jewett  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  himself  and  one  other,  relating  to  the  limitation  of 
the  Time  for  which  a  Certificate  of  Membership  shall 
le  vaUd,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

''"^mam  F.  Stewart  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Galena  District  Conference  on  Extension  of  Time,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itmerancy. 

SOUTHEASTERN  INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

John  H.  Barth  presented  a  memorial  relatingjo 

German  Annual  Conferences,  signed  by  J.  Stoltz  and 

toZet,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

the  German  Work.  -R^nTKl 

Thomas  H.  Lynch  P--"''-'/ "*"°™'^"„" 
aries  from  Indianapolis,  signed  by  t.  G.  Wood  ana 
Ten  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Comm.ttee  on 
Boundaries. 
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May  ly. 

TROY  CONFERENCE.  Tkiktekuth 

Day. 

Desevignia  Starks  presented  a  memorial  from  cer-  Trot. 
tain  members  of  Fort  Ann  Circuit,  in  relation  to  an 
action  of  the  Troy  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Stephen  D.  Brown  presented  two  memorials  on  Lay 
Delegation :  One  from  North  Second-street,  Troy, 
signed  by  L.  A.  Battershall  and  thirty-one  others ; 
and  one  from  Albany,  signed  by  T.  Schuyler  and  thir- 
teen others ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Lay  Delegation.  He  also  presented  two  memorials 
on  Extension  of  Time :  One  from  Albany,  signed  by 
T.  Schuyler  and  eighteen  others ;  and  one  from  North 
Second-street,  Troy,  signed  by  H.  Rankin  and  thirty- 
three  others  ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Itinerancy. 

WESTERN   IOWA  CONFERENCE.  1^'^ 

David  N.  Smith  presented  extracts  from  the  Journals 
of  the  Iowa  and  Western  Iowa  Conferences,  with  other 
papers  on  the  subject  of  Boundaries,  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

WESTERN  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE.  Wbstbkn  Vm- 

GDOA. 

John  W.  Reger  presented  a  memorial  from  Ironton, 
Ohio,  relating  to  Boundaries,  signed  by  Henry  Wilson 
and  seven  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

WEST  WISCONSIN   CONFERENCE.  "Wmt  Wibcon- 


SIK. 


James  Lawson  presented  three  memorials  on  Bound- 
aries :  One  from  Montfort  Quarterly  Conference ;  one 
from  Mazomanie,  signed  by  C.  L.  Blessing  and  ten 
others ;  and  one  from  Lynden,  signed  by  J.  E.  Irish 
and  one  other ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Boundaries.  He  also  presented  a  memorial 
from  the  Montfort  Quarterly  Conference  on  Slavery, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

On  motion  of  Williamson  Terrill,  the  order  of  the  Report  on  Slav 

J  iU      T»  r^i  ^'y  taken  up. 

day,  the  Report  on  Slavery,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  a 
motion  made  for  its  adoption. 
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Miay  V7.        Qn  motion,  the  members  of  the  Deputation  to  Wash- 
Vay.         ington  had  leave  to  record  their  votes  before  leaving 
on  their  mission. 

Pending  the  discussion  of  the  report,  John  L.  Smith 
moved  that  the  question  be  taken  without  further  de- 
bate ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

At  a  later  stage  in  the  discussion  Horatio  R.  Clark 
called  for  the  previous  question,  but  the  call  was  not 
sustained. 

On  motion  of  Jesse  T.  Peck,  the  time  of  the  session 
was  extended. 
Vote  on  the  Re-       After  further  discussion,  on  motion  of  John  Lanahan, 

port     of     the  '  ' 

Committee  on  \\^q  prcvious  question  was  ordered,  and  the  vote  wag 
taken,  on  motion  of  William  F.  Cowles,  by  ayes  and 
noes.    The  roll  was  called,  and  the  vote  was  as  follows  : 

Ayes.  Ayes. — Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Maine,  Allen  of 

New  England,  Andrews,  Armstrong,  Baird,  Baker, 
Bangs,  Bannister,  Barth,  Bartiue,  Barton,  Benson, 
Bennett,  Bigelow,  Bingham,  Blake,  Boyd,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Brice,  Bristol,  Brooks,  Brown  of  New  York, 
Brown  of  Providence,  Brown  of  Troy,  Brownscombe, 
Bruce,  Bullard,  Carlton,  Caruthers,  Castle,  Chambers, 
Chenoweth,  Church,  Clark  of  New  York,  Clark  of 
Wyoming,  Clifford,  Cobb,  Cobleigh,  Colby,  Congdon, 
Corkhill,  Corrington,  Cowles,  Crane,  Crary,  Crawford, 
Curamings,  Cunningham,  Curry,  Davidson,  Davis, 
Dempsey,  Denison,  Dimmitt,  Durbin,  Dustin,  Eddy, 
Elliott,  Erwin,  Ferris,  Fiegenbaum,  Fisher,  Foote, 
Foster,  Gardner,  George,  Golden,  Goode,  Goodwin, 
Graves,  Gregg,  GriflSn,  Griswold,  Gurley,  Guthrie, 
Haines,  Hall,  Hamlin,  Haney,  Harlow,  Harris,  Hat- 
field, Hawley,  Henderson,  Hester,  Hibbard,  Hill  of 
Erie,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Hilliard,  Himebaugh,  Hitchcock, 
Hobart,  Holmes,  Houghton,  Huffman,  Hunter,  Hurl- 
burt,  Jervis,  Jewett,  Keeler,  King  of  New  York,  King 
of  Troy,  Kingsley,  Koeneke,  Kuhl,  Kynett,  Lawson, 
Lemon,  Lindsay,  Lowe,  Lynch,  M'Cabe,  M'Combs, 
M'Coy,  M'Kenzie,  M'Murray,  Magee,  Malcom,  Man- 
son,  Mason,  Merrick,  Miley,  Miller  of  Nebraska,  Miller 
of  North  Indiana,  Monroe,  Moody,  Moore,  Mulfinger, 
Munsel,  Nast,  Nelson  of  Central  Ohio,  Nelson  of  Wy- 
oming, Nesbit,  Nisbet,  Noble,  Norton,  Olin,  Owen, 
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Patten,  Pearne,  Peck  of  California,  Peck  of  Wyoming,  ^^y  ir. 
Penfield,  Perry,  Pershing,  Pike,  Pilcher,  Pilsbury  of  "i^^l"™ 
New  York  East,  Pill sbury  of  Wisconsin,  Poe,  Porter, 
Ray,  Raymond,  Reed  of  Detroit,  Reid  of  East  Gen- 
esee, Reese,  Reiley,  Richards,  Robinson,  Roth,  Roth- 
weiler,  Sherman,  Shinn,  Shumate,  Sinex,  Smart,  Smith 
of  Cincinnati,  Smith  of  Northwest  Indiana,  Smith  of 
Southeastern  Indiana,  Smith  of  Western  Iowa,  Spahr, 
Stallard,  Starks,  Stewart,  Street,  Strout,  Terrill,  Thom- 
as, Thomson,  Thurston,  Tippett,  Trimble,  Twombly, 
Vansnnt,  Wakeley,  Walker,  Wallace,  Wardwell,  Web- 
ber, Wentworth,  Whedon,  White  of  Black  River, 
White  of  Ohio,  Whitecar,  Whiteraan,  Wilbor  of  Gen- 
esee, Wilbur  of  Oregon,  Wiley,  Wilson  of  Erie,  Wilson 
of  Central  Ohio,  Wise,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Wright, 
Young— 207. 

Noes. — Clark   of    Western    Virginia,    Drummoud,  Noas. 
Harden,  Harrison,  Lanahan,  Morgan,  Phelps,  Reeves, 
Reger — 9. 

The  report,  containing  the  following  resolutions,  was 
accordingly  adopted  by  a  vote  of  207  in  favor  of  it  to 
9  against  it. 

1.  Resolved,  By  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 
in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  we  recommend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Greneral  Rule  on  Slavery  so  that  it  shall  read: 

Slaveholding  :   buying  or  selling  slaves. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  suspension  of  the  Fourth 
Restrictive  Rule  for  the  purpose  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  bishops  be  requested  to  submit  the  forego- 
ing resolutions  to  the  Annnal  Conferences  at  their  next  sessions, 
and  if  the  requisite  number  of  votes  be  obtained,  to  report  to  the 
Book  Agents,  who  are  hereby  instructed  to  insert  the  New  Rule  in 
all  subsequent  editions  of  the  Discipline. 


aright  to  vote. 


[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  H,  I.] 

On  motion  of  Samuel  C.  Brown,  members  not  pres-  Abser.tceshave 
ent  have  permission  to  have  their  votes  recorded  here- 
after. 

John  P.  Durbin  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
till  Thursday  evening  next. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  H.  Lynch,  Conference  ad- 
journed. After  the  Doxology  was  sung,  the  Benedic- 
tion was  pronounced  by  Thomas  Carlton. 


Miay  18. 

POirBTEENTn 
DAT. 


Opening  of 
Conference. 
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SoO  of  Confer- 
ences called. 


WEDNESDAY  MOKNmG,  MAY  18. 

Conference  met  this  morning  at  half  past  eight 
o'clock,  Bishop  Simpson  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Jabez  Brooks,  of  the  Minnesota  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  John  H.  Twombly,  the  order  of  busi- 
ness was  suspended  in  order  that  resolutions  of  refer- 
ence may  be  introduced.  The  roll  of  Conferences  was 
called,  and  resolutions  were  oflfered  and  referred,  as 
follows : 


BALTMOEit.  BALTIMORE   CONFERENCE. 

John  Lanahan  ofiered  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  adopted : 

Delegates  to  for-        Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  Tie  and  they  are 
eign  bodies  ti)    hereby  authorized  to  nominate  delegates  to  represent  this  General 
e  nom     ted.    Conference  in  the  different  bodies  with  whom  we  are  in  correspond- 
ence, said  nominations  to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  this  body. 

B1.AOT  EiTBB.  BLACK  RIVER  CONFERENCE. 

John  B.  Foote  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pastoral  Address : 

Tobaeeo.  Whereas,  The  practice  of  using  tobacco  has  become  a  matter  of 

great  magnitude :  and 

WTiereas,  The  moral  sense  of  the  Church  is  becoming  more  and 
more  decided  as  to  its  evil  nature  and  tendency ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  while  we  first  of  all  deplore  its  existence  among 
ourselves  and  our  brethren  in  the  ministry,  we  most  affectionately 
and  solemnly  advise  all  our  people,  both  the  ministry  and  laity,  and 
especially  the  youth  of  our  families,  to  refrain  from  indulgence  in 
what  we  deem  a  useless  and  pernicious  habit. 


CiiJFomHiA-  CALIFORNIA  CONFERENCE. 

Isaac  Owen    offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions :  i 

LfbwUHissIoD.  Reiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  devising  some  method  and  means  by  which 
our  Mission  in  Liberia  may  be  turned  over  to  and  placed  under 
the  supervision  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with 
such  financial  aid  as  the  general  Missionary  Society  can  give  for 
the  support  of  said  mission. 
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He  also  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it  was     Miay  18. 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals :  Day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisala  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  inserting  a  new  chapter  in  the  Discipline,  com- 
prising Rules  of  Order  for  the  Government  of  Church  Trials,  and 
the  deliberations  of  Annual  and  Quarterly  Conferences. 


CENTRAL   ILLINOIS   CONFERENCE. 

Oliver  S.  Munsell  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday- 
Schools  and  Tract  Cause : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  electing  a  Special  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Sunday-School  Union  and  Tract  Society, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  travel  at  large  through  the  Church,  and 
supervise  the  important  interests  of  those  institutions. 


Centkal  Ilu- 

N0I8. 


INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 


James  Hill  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern : 


iNDIANiM, 


That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  having  the  Book  Agents  to  print 
the  certificate  of  Church  Membership  on  superior  paper,  with  a  suit- 
able device  representing  a  sacramental  scene,  class-meeting,  or 
love-feast 


NEW   ENGLAND  CONFERENCE. 


New  Enolard. 


John  H.  Twombly  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  w^as  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  amending  the  Discipline  by  inserting  in  the 
answer  to  quest.  1,  §  12,  chap,  ii,  Part  II,  the  following  as  the 
eighteenth  item,  namelj^:  "To  make  earnest  efforts  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  young  people,  and  to  interest  them  in  tlie  institu- 
tions of  our  Church."  In  order  to  this  it  is  recommended  that  oc- 
casional discourses  be  delivered  to  them,  and  that,  whenever  cir- 
cumstances are  favorable,  and  the  leaders'  meeting  approves,  a 
society  be  formed  among  them  for  their  social,  intellectual,  and 
moral  improvement." 


Ralph  W.  Allen  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  consider 
the  propriet)'  of  striking  out  answer  4  to  the  question,  "  What  is 
the  duty  of  a  preacher?"  §  3,  page  63  of  Discipline,  which  reads  as 
follows:  "To  preach  in  the  morning  where  he  can  get  hearers.  We 
recommend  morning  preaching  at  five  o'clock  in  the  summer,  and  six 
in  the  winter,  wherever  it  is  practicable." 
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May  18.        David  Sherman  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 

FOPRTBEKXn        .  p  -I  1  j~. 

Day.         It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  so  changing  the  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  iv, 
§  1,  and  answer  to  quest.  3,  as  to  allow  a  presiding  elder  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  six  consecutive  years  to  the  same  district. 


NkwYobk.  NEYT  YORK  CONFERENCE. 

John  W.  Lindsay  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  iii,  §  1, 
page  92,  line  17,  where  it  reads,  "not  including  the  Germans,"  so 
that  it  read,  "not  including  the  Germans  when  organized  into  sep- 
arate German  Districts." 

He  also  presented  the  folfowing  law  question,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Law  Question. — AVhen  an  accused  member  of  our  Church  is  on 
trial  before  a  select  committee,  may  a  member  of  said  committee  at 
the  same  time  be  a  witness  against  the  accused  ? 


Nett 
£ast. 


ToEK  NEW  YORK  EAST  CONFERENCE. 

Benjamin  Pilsbury  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  adding  to  the  answer  to  the  question,  "  How  shall 
the  presiding  elder  be  supported  ?"  Part  II,  chap,  iv,  §  2,  page  101, 
a  second  part,  in  substance  as  follows : 

2.  "It  is  recommended  by  the  General  Conference  to  the  district 
stewards  to  purchase,  wherever  practicable,  a  lot  of  ground  at  a 
convenient  place  in  each  district,  and  build  a  suitable  house  thereon 
for  the  use  of  the  presiding  elder,  and  to  furnish  it  with  at  least 
heavy  furniture,  and  to  settle  the  same  upon  trustees,  who  shall  be 
appointed  according  to  the  laws  of  the  states  where  the  property  is 
located.  In  cases  where  it  is  not  deemed  advisable  to  comply  with 
the  above  request,  the  General  Conference  recommends  that  the 
district  stewards  rent  a  suitable  house  for  the  presiding  elder  and 
his  family,  and  furnish  the  same  with  at  least  heavy  furniture." 


NOBTH 
ANA. 


iTOi-  NORTH  INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

John  V.  R.  Miller  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  and  they  are  hereby 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  Discipline 
by  adding  another  section  to  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  page  90,  as  follows: 
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SECTION  xm.  ?^*y  ***• 

FOUBTEBNTH 

The  QaALiFiCATioNS,  Appointment,  and  Duties  op  Class-leaders.  i^'^^if- 

Quest.  1.  "What  are  the  qualifications  of  class-leaders  ? 

Ans.  Let  them  be  men  of  solid  piety,  who  both  know  and  love 
Methodism,  of  good  natural  and  acquired  ability,  ardently  desiring 
the  salvation  of  souls,  and  of  studious  habits. 

Qxiest.  2.  How  are  the  class-leaders  to  be  appointed? 

Ans.  By  the  preacher  in  charge  of  the  circuit  or  station  annually 
at  the  close  of  each  conference  year,  and  ia  large  societies  shall 
change  the  leaders  every  two  years,  to  whom  they  shall  be  account- 
able for  the  faithful  and  efficient  performance  of  their  duties,  and 
who  may  remove  or  change  them  whenever  the  interests  of  the 
Church  in  his  judgment  shall  require  it. 

Quest.  3.  What  are  the  duties  of  class-leaders? 

Ans.  1.  To  meet  their  classes  once  a  week,  and  promptly  com- 
mence at  the  time  appointed,  and  not  hold  their  meetings  longer 
tlian  an  hour  and  fifteen  minutes. 

2.  To  see  eacli  absent  member  of  their  classes  each  week,  and  in- 
quire into  the  cause  of  liis  or  her  absence. 

3.  To  inquire  of  each  how  his  or  her  soul  prospers. 

4.  To  advise,  reprove,  comfort,  or  exliort  as  occasion  may  require. 

5.  To  collect  of  them  weekly,  montlily,  or  quarterly,  as  the  stew- 
ards' or  leaders'  meeting  may  order,  the  amount  of  each  required 
for  the  support  of  the  preachers  on  the  circuit  or  station  and  the 
presiding  elder,  and  keep  an  exact  account  of  what  each  member 
or  person  pays. 

6.  To  attend  all  the  meetings  of  the  leaders  and  stewards,  to  in- 
form the  minister  of  any  that  are  sick  or  of  any  that  walk  disorderly 
and  will  not  be  reproved ;  and  where  weekly  collections  are  made, 
to  pay  the  stewards  what  they  have  collected  from  their  several 
classes  during  the  week  or  weeks  preceding. 

7.  To  carefully  keep  their  class-books,  marking  at  each  meeting 
of  the  class,  opposite  the  name  of  eacli  member,  present,  absent, 
sick,  distant,  or  as  the  case  may  be,  and  report  the  same  in  the 
aggregate  to  each  leaders'  meeting,  especially  those  willfully  and 
habitually  neglecting  their  class-meetings. 

8.  To  attend  all  the  quarterly  conferences  of  the  circuit  or  station, 
and  where  the  collections  are  taken  quarterly,  to  report  and  pay 
over  to  the  stewards  what  they  have  collected  from  their  several 
classes  and  submit  their  accounts  to  them  for  examination. 

He  also  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  Discipline  on  page  214,  Part  IV, 
§  3,  commencing  with  the  fifth  line  from  the  top  of  the  page,  and 
strike  out  all  that  follows,  and  insert, 

1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Preachers  and  Presiding  Elder  of 
each  district,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  organize  a  district  Tract  Society 
Auxiliary  to  the  Tract  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
with  proper  officers. 

2.  And  employ  one  or  more  agents  to  travel  through  the  district 
to  distribute  tracts,  sell  books,  both  of  the  Tract  and  General  Cata- 
logue publications,  and  aid  the  preachers  in  circulating  our  religious 
periodicals.  To  visit  the  families  in  course,  and  organize  Sabbath- 
schools  in  destitute  places,  and  collect  funds  for  the  Society. 

3.  The  officers  shall  be  a  board  of  managers  to  estimate  the  allow- 
ance of  the  agent  or  agents,  and  provide  the  tracts  and  books,  and 
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require  of  the  agents  monthly  reports  of  visits,  sales,  and  distribu- 
tion, and  see  that  they  do  their  duty. 

4.  And  take  up  collections  or  subscriptions  for  this  purpose  in  all 
their  congregations,  and  urge  our  people  to  increased  liberality,  out 
of  which  and  the  profits  of  the  sale  of  books  and  commission  on 
papers  to  pay  the  agents,  and  report  the  same  to  the  annual  conference. 


NoTTHWKBT 
WlBOOKBW. 


NORTHWEST  WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE. 

Chauncey  Hobart  ofiered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  our  Discipline  as  to  allow  a 
minority  of  our  boards  of  trustees  to  be  not  members  of  our  Church. 


Wtokxxo. 


WYOMING   CONFERENCE. 


Henry  Brownscombe  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  recommending  to  the  Editors  and 
Publishers  of  our  books  in  New  York  and  Cincinnati  the  great  im- 
portance of  republishing  or  keeping  on  sale  a  choice  selection  of 
the  best  theological  works  published  in  Europe. 

^i>«»rt  on  the  Reports  of  committees  being  in  order,  Daniel  Curry, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bible  Cause,  pre- 
sented a  report  containing  the  following  resolutions, 
and  they  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  1.  By  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  That  the  relations  of  our  Church  with  the  American 
Bible  Society  have  been  most  salutary  in  their  operations  and  results, 
and  that  we  gladly  recognize  in  that  Society  an  eflBcient  agency  for 
the  diffusion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  throughout  the  world. 

Resolvtd,  2.  That  we  congratulate  our  people  in  view  of  their 
steady  and  persistent  hberality  toward  that  Society,  and  we  com- 
mend it  to  their  continued  confidence  and  beneficence. 


BitnaL 
Beport  No.  IV. 


Church  Ten- 
ures. 

Beports  Nos.  I 
and  II. 


Conference  of 
Appeals.  Re- 
port presented. 


Davis  W.  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Revisal  of  Ritual,  submitted  Report  No.  IV,  relating 
to  the  Baptism  of  Adults,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table 
under  the  rule. 

William  H.  Goode,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Church  Tenures,  submitted  Reports  Nos.  I  and  II. 
They  were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

Moses  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
ference of  Appeals  and  for  the  Trial  of  Bishops,  pre- 
sented a  report,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table 
to  be  printed. 
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John  M.  Reid  moved  to  take  up  Report  No.  II  of     ^^^ay  i®- 

the  Committee  on  Itmerancy.  dat. 

Thomas  H.  Pearne  moved,  as  a  substitute,  to  take  I'lnerancy. 

.  -.r.     .  KeportNo.  IL 

up  the  resolution  relating  to  an  Assistant  Missionary 
Secretary  for  the  Pacific  Coast ;  but  the  substitute,  on 
motion  of  Barzillai  N.  Spahr,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
the  motion  of  John  M.  Reid  prevailed. 

The  report  was  taken  up,  and  so  much  as  relates  to  Extension     of 

.  /»,       m/>-««--»  '    1    r\        •  '™®  taken  up. 

the  Extension  of  the  Term  of  Ministerial  Service  was 
read,  and  Joseph  B.  Wakeley,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  had  permission  to  occupy  the  full  time  allotted 
to  speakers,  without  reference  to  the  time  occupied  by 
him  before  this  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Pending  the  discussion,  Henry  AVhiteraan  moved  the 
previous  question ;  and  the  motion  was  sustained,  and 
the  roll  was  called,  and  the  vote  on  Extension  of  Time 
was  given  as  follows : 

Ayes. — Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Maine,  Allen  of  Vote. 
New  England,  Andrews,  Armstrong,  Baird,  Baker, 
Bangs,  Bannister,  Barth,  Bartine,  Benson,  Bigelow, 
Bingham,  Blake,  Boyd,  Brice,  Bristol,  Brooks,  Brown 
of  Providence,  Brown  of  Troy,  Brownscombe,  Bruce, 
Carlton,  Caruthers,  Castle,  Chambers,  Chenoweth, 
Church,  Clark  of  Western  Virginia,  Clark  of  Wyo- 
ming, Clifford,  Cobb,  Cobleigh,  Congdon,  Corrington, 
Cowles,  Crane,  Crary,  Cummings,  Curry,  Davidson, 
Dempsey,  Denison,  Dimmitt,  Drummond,  Dustin, 
Eddy,  Erwin,  Fiegenbaum,  Fisher,  Foote,  Gardner, 
George,  Golden,  Goodwin,  Graves,  Griffin,  Griswold, 
Gurley,  Guthrie,  Haines,  Harlow,  Harris,  Hatfield, 
Hawley,  Henderson,  Hibbard,  Hill  of  Erie,  Hilliard, 
Himebaugh,  Hitchcock,  Hobart,  Holmes,  Huffman, 
Hunter,  Hurlburt,  Jervis,  Jewett,  Keeler,  King  of 
Troy,  Kingsley,  Koeneke,  Kuhl,  Kynett,  Lanahan, 
Lawson,  Lemon,  Lowe,  Lynch,  M'Cabe,  M'Coy,  M'Ken- 
zie,  M'Murray,  Magee,  Manson,  Merrick,  Miley,  Miller 
of  North  Indiana,  Monroe,  Moore,  Morgan,  Mulfinger, 
Munsell,  Nast,  Nelson  of  Central  Ohio,  Nelson  of  Wyo- 
ming, Nesbit,  Nisbet,  Norton,  Olin,  Patten,  Pearne, 
Peck  of  California,  Peck  of  Wyoming,  Pershing,  Pike, 
Pilcher,  Pilsbury  of  New  York  East,  Pillsbury  of 
Wisconsin,  Poe,  Porter,  Raymond,  Reed  of  Detroit, 
Reid  of  East  Genesee,  Reese,  Reger,  Richards,  Robin- 
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Noes. 


Absent 


Absentees     a 
right  to  vote. 


son,  Roth,  Rothweiler,  Sherman,  Shumate,  Sinex, 
Smart,  Smith  of  Cmcinnati,  Smith  of  Northwest  In- 
diana, Smith  of  Western  Iowa,  Spahr,  Stallard,  Stewart, 
Street,  Strout,  Terrill,  Thomas,  Thomson,  Thurston, 
Trimble,  Twombly,  Vansant,  Wallace,  Wentworth, 
Whedon,  White  of  Black  River,  White  of  Ohio,  White- 
man,  Wilbor  of  Genesee,  Wiley,  Wilson  of  Erie,  Wise, 
Wood,  Woodruff,  Wright,  Young — 165. 

UToes. — Barton,  Bennett,  Breckenridge,  Brown  of 
New  York,  BuUard,  Clark  of  New  York,  Colby,  Cork- 
hill,  Crawford,  Cunningham,  Davis,  Ferris,  Foster, 
Goode,  Gregg,  Hall,  Hamlin,  Haney,  Harden,  Harri- 
son, Hester,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Houghton,  King  of  New 
York,  Lindsay,  M'Combs,  Malcom,  Mason,  Miller  of 
Nebraska,  Noble,  Owen,  Pen  field.  Perry,  Phelps,  Ray, 
Reeves,  Reiley,  Shinn,  Smith  of  Southeastern  Indiana, 
Starks,  Tippett,  Wakeley,  Walker,  Ward  well,  Webber, 
Whitecar,  Wilbur  of  Oregon,  Wilson  of  Central  Ohio 
—48, 

Absent. — Durbin,  Elliott,  Moody — 3, 

On  motion  of  Stacey  W.  Hilliard,  members  absent 
have  permission  to  record  their  votes  on  this  question 
hereafter. 

So  much  of  the  same  report  as  relates  to  the  Mode 
of  Examination  of  Character  was  read  and  adopted, 
and  the  report  as  a  whole  was  adopted,  as  follows : 


Extension  of 
Time  of  Min- 
isterial Service 
in  the  same 
Charge. 


Part  I. — Tour  Committee  on  Itinerancy  have  carefully  consid- 
ered all  matters  referred  to  them  respecting  the  Extension  of  the 
Time  of  Ministerial  Service  in  the  same  Charge,  and  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  interests  of  the  Church  will  be  promoted  by  granting  to 
the  bishop  the  right  to  reappoint  for  a  third  year,  and  they  there- 
fore recommend  that  the  word  "  two,"  wherever  it  oc-curs  in  chap,  iii, 
§  1,  quest.  3,  ans.  3,  pages  92  and  93,  be  changed  to  the  word 
"three,"'  namely:  on  page  92,  on  the  fourth  line  of  the  question, 
and  in  the  fourth  and  ninth  line  from  the  top  of  page  93.  (The 
length  of  the  answer  will  excuse  our  reciting  it  in  fulL) 


Examination  of 
Character  in 
Conference. 


Besolntion  con- 
cerning a  Sec- 
ond Assistant 
Missionary 
Secretary  tak- 
en up. 


Part  II. — Your  committee  have  also  considered  the  Mode  of 
Examining  Character  in  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  respectfully 
submit  the  following  for  adoption : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conference  that  it  is 
unnecessary  for  an  Annual  Conference  to  require  its  members  who 
are  elders  to  retire  when  their  names  are  called  in  the  examinatioa 
of  character. 

On  motion  of  James  W.  Lowe,  the  resolution  relat- 
ing to  a  Second  Assistant  Corresponding  Secretary, 


1864.]  Journal  of  the  General  Conference.  175 

who  shall  reside  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  was  taken  from    M:ay  is. 

Fourteenth 

the  table.  day. 

William  H.  Hunter  mored  to  strike  out  the  words  Hunter's 

Amendment. 

"  upon  the  Pacific  Coast,"  and  insert  mstead  thereof 
the  words  "  in  the  West." 

William  M'K.  Hester  moved  to  lay  the  amendment 
on  the  table ;  but  the  motion  was  lost. 

Pending  the  discussion,  on  motion  of  Charles  B.  Tip- 
pett,  Thomas  H.  Pearne  had  leave  to  speak  after  the 
time  allowed  him  by  the  rules  had  expired. 

Conference  having  been  notified  that  Rev.  John  Car-  Delegates  from 
roll,  delegate  from  the  Wesleyan  Conference  in  Canada, 
was  about  to  leave  the  city,  business  was  informally 
suspended,  and  he  addressed  a  few  farewell  words, 
after  which  business  was  resumed. 

On  motion,  Bishops  Janes  and  Simpson,  and  Joseph 
Mason  and  James  M'K.  Reiley  had  leave  of  absence 
for  to-morrow,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  a  dedica- 
tion of  a  church  at  New  Castle,  Delaware. 

On   motion   of  Elisha  P.    Phelps,    Conference   ad-  Conference  Ad- 

'■  journed. 

journed. 

After  the  Doxology  was  sung,  the  Benediction  was 
pronounced  by  Adam  Poe. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  19.  May  i». 

Fifteenth 

Conference   met   this   morning   at   half  past   eight         ^^^• 
o'clock,  Bishop  Baker  in  the  chair.  ferencl.*'    ^' 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
George  Webber,  of  the  Maine  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Kasimir  P.  Jervis  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  Episcopacy. 
business  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  so  much  of  Re-    ^®p^''   **•  ^^^ 
port  No.IIIof  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  as  relates 
to  the  number  of  bishops  to  be  chosen  by  this  Confer-  Number    of 
ence.      The  motion   prevailed,   and   the   report  was       *  *'^ ' 
taken  up. 

John  L.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "  two,"  and  inserting  instead  thereof 
the  word  "  three ;"  also  to  add  after  the  word  "  bish- 
ops" the  words  "one  of  whom  shall  reside  on  the 
Pacific  Coast,  and  the  other  two  west  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountains,  and  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains." 
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Pending  the  discussion,  the  mover  withdrew  so  much 
of  the  amendment  as  relates  to  the  residence  of  bish- 
ops, after  Avhich 

Daniel  Curry  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  word  "three"  and  inserting  the  word 
"  four." 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  James  Pike  moved  the  previous  question, 
and  the  motion  was  sustained. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  word  "four"  for 
"three"  was  lost,  and  the  amendment  was  carried, 
and  the  item  of  the  report  under  consideration  was 
adopted,  as  follows : 

The  subject  of  Strengthening  the  Episcopacy  having  been  sub- 
mitted to  us,  and  witli  it  a  note  from  the  bishops  in  answer  to  an 
inquiry  from  the  General  Conference,  giving,  as  their  judgment,  a 
statement  that  the  interests  of  the  work  require  the  election  of  two 
bishops  for  tlie  superintendency  of  the  work  in  the  United  States 
and  Territories,  and  of  two  missionary  bishops,  one  for  the  missions 
in  Europe  and  Asia,  and  the  other  for  missions  in  Africa,  we  have 
given  it  careful  consideration,  and  report, 

Fhst.  That  we  decline  recommending  the  election  of  two  mission- 
ary bishops. 

Second.  That  we  recommend  the  General  Conference  to  proceed 
on  Friday,  the  20th  instant,  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the 
Journal,  to  the  election  of  three  additional  bishops. 


Deputation 


trom 
men's 
vention 
ceivfrl 


Lay- 
Con- 


On  motion  of  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  the  order  of  bus- 
iness was  suspended  to  receive  a  deputation  from  a 
convention  of  laymen  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  just  held  in  this  city,  whereupon  the  Chair  in- 
troduced the  following  gentlemen  to  the  Conference, 
namely : 

Ex-Governor  Wright,  of  Indiana ;  his  excellency, 
Governor  Cannon,  of  Delaware;  Dr.  James  Strong, 
C.  C.  North,  Esq.,  and  John  Elliott,  Esq.,  of  New 
York ;  Cornelius  Walsh,  Esq.,  of  New  Jersey ;  lion. 
Thomas  Kneil,  of  Massachusetts;  Geo.  C.  Cooke,  Esq., 
of  Illinois ;  and  Oliver  Hoyt,  Esq.,  of  Connecticut. 

Dr.  Strong,  Secretary  of  the  Convention,  presented 
and  read  an  Address  from  that  body  to  the  General 
Conference. 

On  motion  of  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  the  Address  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation  and 
ordered  to  be  piinted.  [For  Address,  see  Appen- 
dix M,  I.] 
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IVIay  lO. 

FlFTUNTH 

Dat. 


Order  of  the 
Elections. 


On  motion  of  John  Miley,  the  Deputation  was  in- 
vited to  an  interview,  if  they  desired  it,  with  the  Com- 
mittee on  Lay  Delegation. 

John  L.  Smith  offered  the  following  resolutions,  and 
they  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  order  of  elections  to-morrow  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows : 

1.  Bishops. 

2.  Editor  of  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal. 

3.  Editor  of  Quarterly  Review. 

4.  Editor  of  Sunday-School  Books  and  Papers. 

5.  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society. 

6.  Assistant  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society. 

7.  Second  Assistant  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Missionary 

Society. 

8.  Editor  of  Western  Christian  Advocate. 

9.  Editor  of  Ladies'  Repository. 

10.  Editor  of  Christian  Apologist. 

11.  Editor  of  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate. 

12.  Editor  of  Central  Christian  Advocate. 

13.  Editor  of  Northern  Christian  Advocate. 

14.  Editor  of  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate. 

15.  Editor  of  California  Christian  Advocate. 

16.  Editor  of  Pacific  Christian  Advocate. 

17.  Book  Agent  at  New  York. 

18.  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New  Tork. 

19.  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati. 

20.  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati. 

Resolved,  2.  That  in  electing  the  foregoing  oflScers,  when  there 
IS  but  one  nomination,  then  the  Conference  shall  determine  by  hand 
vote.  In  all  cases  where  there  are  two  or  more  nominations  for  the 
same  office,  there  shall  be  a  vote  by  ballot,  and  it  shall  require  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  to  elect. 

On  motion  of  Orange  V.  Lemon,  the  order  of  busi- 
ness was  suspended  to  hear  a  report  from  the  Deputa- 
tion to  Washington. 

Bishop  Ames  made  a  brief  verbal  report,  and  pre- 
sented an  autograph  letter  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  follows : 

Gentlemen, — In  response  to  your  address,  allow  me  to  attest  the   Letter  from  Um 
accuracy  of  its  historical  statements,  indorse  the  sentiments  it  ex-     President     of 
presses,  and  thank  you,  in  the  nation's  name,  for  the  sure  promise 
it  gives. 

Nobly  sustained  as  the  Government  has  been  by  all  the  Churches, 
I  would  utter  nothing  which  might  in  the  least  appear  invidious 
against  any.  Yet  without  this  it  may  fairly  be  said  that  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  not  less  devoted  than  the  best,  is,  by  its 
greater  numbers,  the  most  important  of  all.  It  is  no  fault  in  others 
that  the  Methodist  Church  sends  more  soldiers  to  the  field,  more 
nurses  to  the  liospitals,  and  more  prayers  to  heaven  than  any.  God 
bless  the  Methodist  Churcli  1  bless  all  the  Ciiurclies  1  and  blessed  be 
God  I  who  in  this  our  great  trial  giveth  us  the  Churches  I 

May  18,  1864.  A.  LiKCOLN. 

[See  Appendix  I,  III.] 
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May  19.         Qn  motion  of  Miffhill  Dustin,  the  order  of  business 

FlfTEKHTH  1       T  T    1 

Day.         was  Suspended,  and  he  presented  a  preamble  and  reso- 

^mbieand?es-  ^^^^^^  ^"  ^^  subject  of  Slavery;  and,  on  motion  of 

siav!^"      ""^  Hugh  D,  Fisher,  they  were  received,  laid  on  the  table, 

and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Hugh  D.  Fisher,  the  order  of  business 

was  further  suspended,  to  take  up  the  matter  pending 

at  the  time  of  adjournment  yesterday,  and  the  motion 

prevailed. 

Bocond  Assist-       On  motion  of  Thomas  H.  Pearne,  the  resolution  re- 
ant  Missionary  .  . 

Secretary.  latmg  to  thc  appointment  of  a  Second  Assistant  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  was 
accordingly  taken  up.  Pending  the  discussion,  on 
motion  of  Elisha  P.  Phelps,  the  time  of  the  session  was 
extended. 

On  motion  of  William  H.  Ferris,  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  ordered ;  and,  on  motion  of  Thomas  H.  Peame, 
the  amendment  was  divided,  and  the  words  "  upon  the 
Pacific  Coast "  were  struck  out,  and  the  words  "  in  the 
West "  were  inserted  instead  thereof,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  then  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Fourth  Article  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  be  amended  (the  Board  of  Managers  concurring)  by 
the  addition  of  the  following,  namely:  "  There  shall  be  a  Second  As- 
sistant Corresponding  Secretary  appointed  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence, who  shall  reside  in  the  West,  and  labor  for  the  promotion  of 
the  interests  of  the  Society  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  at  New 
York." 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  insert 
the  words  "  Second  Assistant  Corresponding  Secretary 
of  the  Missionary  Society  "  in  the  order  of  elections 
provided  for  yesterday  as  the  seventh  item,  and  change 
the  numbers  of  the  subsequent  items  accordingly. 
B«ok  Concern.  On  motion  of  Thomas  H.  Pearne,  the  order  of  busi- 
E«poTtNo.  VII.  ^^gg  ^^^  suspended  for  the  remainder  of  this  morning's 
session ;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Book  Concern,  No.  VII,  relating,  1.  To  a 
Book  Depository  at  St.  Paul;  2.  To  the  California  and 
Pacific  Christian  Advocates ;  and,  3.  To  a  Book  Depos- 
itory at  Detroit,  was  taken  up,  and  the  Report,  includ- 
ing the  following  resolutions,  was  adopted : 

^7at?u*PauL       Resolved,  That  the  Western  Book  Agents  be  and  are  hereby  in- 
MlnDMota.        Btructed  to  establish  a  Book  Depository  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  if 
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after  examination  tliey  think  it  cap  be  done  without  loss  to  the 
Concern;  and  to  carry  out  this  object  they  are  authorized  to  make 
with  any  person  in  St.  Paul  such  arrangements  as  they  may  judge 
economical  and  necessary  for  supplying  our  people  in  that  part  of 
the  work  with  our  literature. 

Rtsolved,  Tliat  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  be  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  pay  annually  to  the  California  and  Pacific 
Christian  Advocates  during  the  next  four  years  such  sum  not,  exceed- 
ing one  thousand  dollars  to  each,  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  publish- 
ing committee  of  said  papers  shall  be  deemed  necessary  to  their 
continued  publication. 

Resolved^  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  establish  a  Depositor}^  of  our  books  at  Detroit, 
Michigan,  if  in  their  judgment  it  can  be  done  witliout  loss  to  the 
Concern,  or  to  make  such  other  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary 
to  keep  our  books  on  sale  there  at  Book  Room  prices. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  following  papers  were 
presented  and  referred  : 

Morris  D'C.  Crawford  presented  a  meraoiial  from  C. 
F.  Grimm  and  others,  relating  to  German  Annual  Con- 
ferences, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
German  Work. 

Bishop  Morris  presented  a  memorial  from  William 
Simmons,  of  Cincinnati  Conference,  on  Examination  of 
Character,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Itinei'ancy.  He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  D.  J. 
Hughes,  relating  to  the  Ritual,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Ritual. 

Isaac  S.  Bingham  recorded  his  vote  in  the  affirma- 
tive of  the  motion  to  adopt  the  Report  on  Slavery, 
and  also  on  the  motion  to  Extend  the  Time  of  Minis- 
terial Service  to  Three  Years,  and  the  Secretary  was 
instructed  to  change  the  record  accordingly. 

A  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  preamble  and  resolution  offered  by  Mighill  Dustin 
were  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Alexander  L.  Brice,  the  previous 
question  was  ordered  on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 
The  previous  question  was  sustained,  and  the  motion 
to  reconsider  prevailed. 

Reuben  Nelson  moved  that  the  paper  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

James  S.  Smart  moved  that  the  whole  subject  be 
indefinitely  postponed,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

Conference  adjourned,  and  after  the  Doxology  was 
sung,  the  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  Ralph  W. 
Allen. 


Miay  1». 

FiFTKK.NTn 

Day. 


Aid  to  the  Cali- 
fornia and  Pa- 
cific Ohristiaa 
Advocates. 


Depository 
Detroit. 


Papers  referred 
by  unaoimous 
consent. 


Dustings    reso 
Irition  on 
Slavery. 


Conferenoo  ad- 
journed. 
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SiXTBBNTR 

Day. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAT  20. 


Opening  of  Con- 
ference. 


Election  of 
Bishops. 


Tellers  appoint- 
ed. 


Reports  of  Tel- 
lers. 


Davis  "W.  Clark 
and      Edward 
Thomson 
elected     Bish- 
ops. 


Second  ballot 


GaMn    Kings- 
ley        elected 

Bi:ihop. 


Conference  met  this  morning  at  half  past  eight 
o'clock,  Bishop  Ames  in  the  Chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Stacey  W.  Hilliard,  of  the  Newark  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  Report  on  Slavery, 
and  also  on  the  Extension  of  the  Time  of  Minis- 
terial Service.  On  the  former  he  voted  No,  and 
on  the  latter  Aye.  Jonathan  T.  Ciane  also  voted 
Aye  on  the  same  questions ;  and  James  H.  Wilbur 
voted  Aye  on  the  Report  on  Slavery;  and  the  Sec- 
retary was  instructed  to  correct  the  record  of  the 
vote  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Reuben  Nelson,  the  order  of  the  day 
was  taken  up,  and  Conference  proceeded  with  the 
elections. 

The  election  of  bishops  being  in  order,  Sylvester  L. 
Congdon  moved  that  it  shall  require  in  this  case  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  all  the  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  to  elect;  but,  on  motion  of  Reuben 
Nelson,  this  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Chair  appointed  Israel  C.  Pershing,  John  L. 
Smith,  John  Lanahan,  Thomas  H.  Pearne,  Thomas  C. 
Gardner,  and  Lucius  H.  King  tellers. 

The  roll  of  Conference  was  called,  and  each  mem- 
ber deposited  his  ballot. 

On  counting  the  votes  it  appeared  that  the  whole 
number  of  votes  cast  was  216.  Necessary  to  a  choice 
109.  Davis  W.  Clark  received  124,  and  Edward 
Thomson  123,  and  they  were  declared  duly  elected 
Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America. 

A  second  ballot  was  cast  without  calling  the  list  of 
members,  and  on  counting  the  ballots  it  was  ascertained 
that  216  votes  were  cast.  Necessary  to  a  choice  109. 
Calvin  Kingsley  received  114,  and  was  declared  duly 
elected  a  Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America. 
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On  motion  of  Randolph  S.  Foster,  the  election  of 
Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  was 
postponed  for  the  present. 

The  following  officers  were  chosen  by  acclamation, 
namely : 

Daniel  D.  Whedon,  Editor  of  the  Methodist  Quar- 
terly Review. 

Daniel  Wise,  Editor  of  Sunday-School  Books  and 
Papers. 

John  P.  Durbin,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Missionary  Society. 

William  L.  Harris,  Assistant  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary of  the  Missionary  Society. 

On  motion  of  Gardner  Baker,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  election  of  officers  the  following  order  shall 
be  observed :  Immediately  after  the  ballots  have  been  cast  for  the 
first  who  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  the  list  shall  be  proceeded  with 
till  the  next  to  be  elected  by  ballot  is  reached,  when  the  Chair  sliall 
appoint  other  tellers;  and  when  the  votes  are  all  collected  the 
two  classes  of  tellers  shall  retire  and  count  their  votes  respectively, 
and  report  to  the  Conference  through  the  Chair,  and  so  on  through 
the  list. 


IMay  SO. 

Sixteenth 
Day. 

Election  of  Ed  • 
iter  of  Advo- 
cate and  Jour- 
nal postponed. 

D.  D.  WhedoD, 
Editor  of  the 
Quarterly  Re- 
view. 

Daniel  Wise, 
Editor  of  8.  S. 
Books  and  Pa- 
pers. 

J.  P.  Dnrhin. 
Cor.  Sec.  Mic 
Society,  and 
W.  L.  Harris, 
Ass't  Cor.  See. 
Miss.  Society. 


Mode  of    elec- 
tion by  ballot. 


// 


As  there  were  several  nominees  for  the  office  of 
second  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society, 
the  Chair  appointed  Nathan  Shumate,  Robert  M. 
Hatfield,  Samuel  A.  W.  Jewett,  and  John  B.  Went- 
worth  tellers,  and  a  ballot  was  cast,  and  the  tellers, 
with  one  of  the  secretaries,  retired  to  coimt  the 
votes. 

On  motion,  the  election  of  an  Editor  of  the  Western 
Christian  Advocate  and  an  Editor  of  the  Ladies'  Re- 
pository was  laid  over  for  the  present. 

William  Xast  was  elected  Editor  of  the  Christian 
Apologist  by  acclamation. 

There  being  more  than  one  nominated  for  the  Edi- 
torship of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate,  a  bal- 
lot was  cast,  and  the  tellers,  with  a  secretary  of  the 
Conference,  retired  to  count  the  ^■otes. 

Benjamin  F.  Crary  was  elected  Editor  of  the  Cen- 
tral Christian  Advocate  by  acclamation. 

On  motion,  the  election  of  an  Editor  for  the 
Northern  Christian  Advocate  was  laid  over  for  the 
present. 


Second  Assist- 
ant Missionary 
Secretary. 


Election  of  Ed- 
itors of  West- 
ern Christian 
Advocate  and 
Ladies'  Repos- 
itory post- 
poned. 

"William  Nast, 
Editor  of 

CIiristian.\pol- 
ogist. 

Northwestern 
Christian   Ad- 
voc.ite. 


B.  F.  Crary 
elected  Editor 
of  the  Central 
Christian  Ad- 
vocate. 

Election  of  Ed- 
itor of  North- 
em  Christian 
Advocate  post, 
poned. 
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Miay  20. 

Sixteenth 
Day. 

S.    H.    Neshit, 
K<iitor  of  the 
Pittsburgh 
Christian   Ad- 
vocate. 

Eleazer  Thom- 
as, Editor  of 
the  California 
Christian  Ad- 
vocate. 

Second  Mission- 
ary Secretary. 
Report  of  tell- 
ers. First  bal- 
lot. 

No  election. 

Election  of  Ed- 
itor for  the  Pa- 
cific Christian 
Advocate  laid 
aver. 

ThomasCarlton 
elected  Book 
Agent  at  New 
York. 

Assistant  Book 
Agent  at  New 
York. 


T.  M.  Eddy 
elected  Editor 
of  the  North- 
western Chris- 
tian Advocate. 

AdamPoe  elect- 
ed Book  Agent 
at  Cincinnati. 


List  of  Confer- 
ences called  for 
Miscellaneous 
Business. 


Samuel  H.  Nesbit  was  elected  Editor  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate  by  acclamation, 

Eleazer  Thomas  was  elected  Editor  of  the  California 
Christian  Advocate  by  acclamation. 

The  tellers  in  the  case  of  the  Second  Assistant  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  re- 
ported as  follows  : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  210.  Necessary  to  a 
choice,  106. 

No  one  having  received  a  majority  of  the  votes,  a 
second  ballot  was  cast,  and  the  tellers  retired. 

On  motion,  the  election  of  Editor  for  the  Pacific 
Christian  Advocate  was  laid  over  for  the  present. 

Thomas  Carlton  was  elected  Book  Agent  at  New 
York  by  acclamation. 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New 
York,  and  the  tellers  retired. 

The  tellers  in  the  case  of  the  Northwestern  Chris- 
tian Advocate  reported  as  follows  :  Whole  number  of 
votes  cast,  203.     Necessary  to  a  choice,  102. 

Thomas  M.  Eddy  received  177  votes,  and  was  de- 
clared duly  elected  Editor  of  the  Northwestern  Chris- 
tian Advocate. 

Adam  Poe  was  elected  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati, 
and  Luke  Hitchcock  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  Cincin- 
nati by  acclamation. 

The  list  of  Conferences  was  called  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  petitions,  memorials,  and  resolutions,  and  they 
were  presented  and  disposed  of  as  follows  : 


ClHOINMATI. 


CINCINNATI   CONFERENCE. 


William  Young  presented  a  memorial  from  Morris 
Chapel,  Cincinnati,  on  Extension  of  Time,  on  Lay  Del- 
egation, and  inviting  the  General  Conference  to  hold  its 
next  session  in  Cincinnati,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 
iJoport  of  tell.       -phe  tellers  in  the  case  of  an  Assistant  Book  Agent  at 

ers.     Assistant  o 

Book  Agent  at  Xew  Yoi'k  reported  as  follows  : 

New       York.  ^ 

First  ballot.  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  207.     Necessary  to  a 

choice,  104. 

No  one  having  received  a  majority,  a  second  ballot 
was  cast,  and  the  tellers  retired. 


1864.] 


Journal  of  the  Oeneral  Conference. 


18S 


ERIE   CONFERENCE, 


May  SO. 

SiXTBBimi 
DAT. 


Niram  Norton  offered  the  following  preamble  and  Ewe. 
resolutions,  and  they  were  adopted  : 

Whereas.  The  Discipline  requires  that  the  Journals  of  the  several  Journals  of  An- 

•■                                             *■                                                                                                     _._                                            _  'mini                OAK^n. 


Annual  Conferences  shall  be  sent  to  the  General  Conference  for  ex- 
amination. 

Resolved,  1.  That  such  as  are  approved  shall  receive  au  ofiBcial 
certificate  in  the  following  words,  to  be  written  in  the  Journal: 

"  I  hereb}-  oertify  that  the  foregoing  Journal  for  the  last  quadren- 
nial has  been  examined  and  approved." 

[Dated,  and  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itiner- 
ancy.] 

Resolved,  2.  That  such  parts,  if  any,  as  are  not  approved  shall  be 
clearly  specified  in  tlie  official  certificate. 


Dual  Confer- 
ences to  be  ap- 
proved. 


ILLINOIS   CONFERENCE. 


Illinois. 


William  H.  H.  Moore  submitted  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolution,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Itinerancy : 

Whereas  Stephen  Griffith,  of  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  did, 
in  1855,  donate  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  a  certain  build- 
ing to  be  used  as  a  house  of  worship,  on  conditions  which  have  not 
been  complied  witli ;  and 

Whereas  said  house  is  not  now,  and  will  not  again  be  used  as  a 
place  of  worship,  it  being  out  of  repair,  and  not  in  a  suitable  location ; 
and 

Whereas  said  building  is  situated  on  Mr.  Griffith's  farm,  and  con- 
sequeutly  obstructs  its  sale,  and  is  of  no  value  to  the  Church ;  and 

W)ie7-eas  Mr.  Griffith  has,  for  many  years,  contributed  largely  to 
the  support  of  Methodism  and  its  benevolent  enterprises. 

Resolved,  That  said  property  justly  reverts  to  him;  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy  are  herebj'  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  authorizing  the  Trustees,  John  Makarason  and  others,  to 
convey,  according  to  law,  said  property  to  Brother  Griffith. 

The  tellers  reported  in  relation  to  a  second  ballot  for  Tellers    report 

,  *  _  on  Second  As- 

Second  Assistant  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Mis-    sisunt     mu- 

o       •  (•  11  sionary  S«ci«- 

Bionary  Society,  as  lollows :  tary. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  204.  Necessary  to  a 
choice,  103. 

Joseph  M.  Trimble  received  116  votes,  and  was  de-   J-  m.  THmbie 
clared  duly  elected. 

William  H.  Olin  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  Thomas  Carlton  was  elected  Book 
Agent  at  New  York. 

Kasimir  P.  Jervis  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table,  which  motion  was  lost.  Pending  the 
discussion,  the  time  of  the  session  was  extended ;  and        j    1 
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on  motion  of  John  L.  Smith,  the  motion  to  reconsider 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Niram  Norton  moved  that  Conference  do  now 
adjourn,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  call  of  Conferences  was  resumed. 


KewEngulnd.  new   ENGLAND   CONFERENCE. 

Ralph  "W.  Allen  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

JounukI  to  be       Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agrents  at  New  York  be  requested  to 
teai  to  mem-    send  a  copy  of  the  Journal  of  the  General  Conference  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  General  Conference  as  soon  as  it  is  published. 


New  Tobk. 


Bflvisala. 

Beport  No.  V 
presented. 


Mteeioiu. 
Report  No.  V 
presented. 


Report    on 
Freedmen. 


Report  on  the 
BtAte  of  the 
Work  among 
the  People  of 
Color. 


NEW  YORK  CONFERENCE. 

Randolph  S.  Foster  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
National  Association  of  Local  Preachers,  and  it  was 
referred  to  a  special  committee  of  three.  [For  Me- 
morial, see  Appendix  Z,  I.] 

James  Porter  presented  a  memorial  from  E.  L. 
Fancher,  Esq.,  relating  to  a  Revision  of  the  Hymu 
Book,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  following  reports  were 
received  and  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed,  namely : 

Davis  W.  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Revisals,  presented  Report  No.  V,  relating  to  the  Trial 
of  Church  Members,  and  it  lies  on  the  table  under  the 
rule. 

William  H.  Goode,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Missions,  submitted  Report  No.  V,  relating  to  Changes 
of  the  Twelfth  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society,  and  to  the  Organization  of  Conferences 
in  States  and  Territories  not  now  included  in  any 
Annual  Conference,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Edward  Thomson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Freedmen,  presented  a  report,  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  to  be  printed. 

James  M'K.  Reiley,  Chaii-man  of  the  Committee  on 
the  State  of  the  Work  among  the  People  of  Color,  pre- 
sented Report  No.  I,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
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German  "Work,  presented  Report  No.  11,  and  it  was  ^Miay  so. 
laid  on  the  table.  Day. 

The  call  of  Conferences  was  resumed.  ^pon  No^il 

NORTH   OHIO    CONFERENCE.  Nobth  Ohio. 

Henry  Whiteman  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  after  Monday  next  the  roll  be  regularly  called,  in  Members  leav- 

order  to  ascertain,  first,  whether  there  be  a  quorum  present,  and,  J°"     without 

second,  who  are  present  and  who  are  absent;  and  any  member  leav-  feit their Tray- 

ing  prior  to  final  adjournment  without  the  consent  of  the  Confer-  eling  Expens- 

ence  shall  be  deemed  worthy  of  censure,  and  forfeit  his  traveling  ^*- 
expenses. 


NORTHWEST  INDIANA  CONFERENCE.  Northwest 

Indiana. 

George  M.  Boyd  offered  a  resolution,  proposing  that  ^pr'^^^P['i^|. 
the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  have  President  Lin-    cola's  Letter, 
coin's  letter  lithographed,  and  furnish  a  copy  to  each 
member  of  this  body. 

On  motion  of  John  M.  Reid,  so  much  of  the  resolu- 
tion as  relates  to  furnishing  copies  to  members  of  the 
General  Conference  was  struck  out. 

George  W.  Walker  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost;  when,  on  motion 
of  John  M.  Reid,  it  was  referred  to  the  Book  Agents 
at  New  York. 

On  motion  of  John  L.  Smith,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  consecration  of  the  bishops  elect  be  made  the    Consecration  of 
order  for  Tuesday,  May  24,  at  three  o'clock  P.M.,  and  tliat  the  bish-     '•>«  Bishops, 
ops  be  requested  to  arrange  for  such  special  religious  service  as  iu 
their  judgment  may  be  proper. 

The  tellers  reported  in  relation  to  the  second  ballot  Export  of  Teii- 

'■  ers  on  Assist- 

for  Assistant  Book  Assent  at  New  York,  as  follows :        ant       B<.ok 

*-?  '  A^'ent  at  Xew 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  205.     Necessary  to  a    Yori;:. 
choice,  103. 

James  Porter  received  136  votes,  and  was  declared  -^T?^  ^°^^^ 

'  elected. 


duly  elected. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned. 

After  the  Doxology  was  sung,  the  Benediction  was 
pronounced  by  Bishop  Ames. 


Conference  ad- 
journed. 


•  V 
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SETKNTEBNTn 

^^^^-  SATUEDAY  MOENIIs^G,  MAY  21. 

^fSr'^""'  Conference  met  this  morning  at  half  past  eight 
o'clock,  Bishop  "Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  John 
H.  Twombly,  of  the  New  England  Conference, 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
The  following  letter  of  invitation  was  received : 

May  19,  1864. 
Invitation      to       The  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference  are  respect- 
of^Fine^A^'^   fully  invited  to  visit  the  present  exhibition  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts,  1025  Chestnut-slreet. 

C.  Cope,  President. 

On  motion,  the  invitation  was  accepted,  with  thanks 
for  the  courtesy,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  members 
visit  it  severally  at  their  convenience. 
EeportofOom-       Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 

mittee  on  Epis-  ^  ' 

copacy.No.iv.  Episcopacy,  presented  Report  No.  lY,  relating,  1.  To 
the  memorial  of  Union  Chapel,  complaining  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  Bishop  Morris;  2.  To  the  complaint 
of  Joseph  Counts,  complaining  of  a  decision  made  by 
Bishop  Baker  in  the  Ohio  Conference;  3.  To  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  bishops  for  the  last  four  years  ; 
and,  4.  To  the  residences  of  the  bishops.  And  the 
report,  excepting  the  resolution  relating  to  the  resi- 
dences of  bishops,  was  adopted. 

Union  Chapel       The  iudgment  of  the  Conference  in  relation  to  the 

case,     Cincin-    __    .         r,,     °   ,  .  ■^   •        ^       f  ^^        • 

natt  Union  Chapel  case  is  expressed  m  the  loUowing  para- 

graph fi-om  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  given  after 
reciting  the  facts  in  the  premises : 

In  all  this,  so  far  from  seeing  anything  to  censnre,  the  committee 
believe  the  administration  to  have  been  wise  and  just;  and  that 
Bishop  Morris  is  to  be  commended  for  the  firmness  with  which  he 
has  maintained  the  discipline  and  order  of  the  Church. 

Complaint    of      In  relation  to  the  complaint  of  Joseph  Counts,  the 

JosephCoonta.    „  ,,        .  ,      .  a       >^    t 

following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  ruling  of  Bishop  Baker  in  the  Ohio  Annual  Con- 
ference, in  the  case  of  Joseph  Counts,  be  approved  as  in  harmony 
with  the  Law  and  Discipline  of  the  Church. 

"We  also  recommend  that  the  complaint  of  Joseph  Counts  be  dis- 
missed. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  of  the  report  con- 
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cerning  the  Administration  of  the  Bishops  for  the  last 
four  years,  namely : 

After  full  consideration  the  committee  offer  the  following  touch- 
ing the  cases  to  which  our  attention  has  been  called : 

Resolved,  That  in  reviewing  the  administration  of  the  bishops  we 
find  it  has  been  eminently  satisfactory,  except  in  the  following  cases, 
wherein  the  rule  requiring  a  superintendent  not  to  continue  a 
preacher  in  the  same  appointment  more  than  two  years  in  six  ap- 
pears to  have  been  infringed,  to  wit: 

1.  In  1864  a  charge  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri  Conference,  was  so  left 
by  the  presiding  bishop  that  it  is  now  served  by  the  preacher,  who 
has  been  its  regular  pastor  during  the  two  years  preceding. 

2.  In  1863,  in  the  New  England  Conference,  a  preacher  was  sta- 
tioned a  third  year  over  an  appointment  in  the  city  of  Charlestowu, 
■which,  having  only  changed  its  name  and  location,  was  substantially 
the  same  charge  which  he  had  served  the  two  preceding  years. 

Also,  in  the  same  conference  and  the  same  year,  at  Coleraine  and 
Quincy  Point,  the  preachers,  after  serving  two  years,  were  assigned 
nominal  appointments,  w'lile  their  real  work  was  with  the  people 
they  liad  served  the  tw.  years  preceding. 

To  these  exceptions  we  add  one  case  of  infringement  of  the  rule 
forbidding  the  appointment  of  a  presiding  elder  in  tlie  same  district 
until  six  years  after  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  of  four  years' 
service,  namely:  In  1863,  in  the  New  York  East  Conference,  a 
preacher  who  had  served  as  presiding  elder  of  the  Long  Island  Dis- 
trict for  four  years  immediately  preceding  the  session  of  the  con- 
ference in  the  spring  of  that  year  was.  after  eight  months,  appointed 
to  the  same  district  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  the  pre- 
siding elder  who  had  succeeded  him. 

In  view  of  these  cases  we  earnestly  recommend  our  superintend- 
ents to  administer  the  rules  respecting  the  appointments  of  preachers 
and  presiding  elders  with  unvarying  strictness. 

With  these  statements  we  recommend  that  their  characters  be 
passed. 

In  relation  to  the  residence  of  the  bishops,  Thomas 
H.  Pearne  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  of  the  report 
by  adding  the  words,  "  and  especially  that  one  of  our 
bishops  ought,  if  it  be  practicable,  to  reside  on  the 
Pacific  Coast,"  Pending  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment,  James  Drummond  moved  the  previous 
question,  and  the  motion  was  sustained,  the  amendment 
was  lost,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  General  Conference  the 
bishops  ought  and  therefore  are  hereby  respectfully  requested  to  so 
distribute  their  residences  as  to  be  the  most  accessible  to,  and,  in  the 
intervals  of  the  conference,  to  be  able  to  oversee  every  part  of  our 
extended  work  so  far  as  possible. 


IMay  81. 

SXTKNTEBirm 

Day. 


Administration 
of  the  Bishops. 


CaseinSt.  Louis, 
Missouri  and 
Arkansas  Cou- 
ference. 

Case  in  the  City 
of  Charies- 
town,  New- 
England  Con- 
ference. 

Also  at  Cole- 
raineand  Quin- 
cy Point,  samo 
conference. 

Presiding  Elder 
of  Long  Island 
District,  New 
YorkEastCon- 
ference. 


Bishops  to  ad- 
minister tha 
Bules  with  un- 
varying strict- 
ness. 

Bishops'  char- 
acters passed. 


Besidence 
Bishops. 


of 


[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  D,  IV.] 
On  motion  of  John  L.  Smith,  the  order  of  business 

was  suspended  to  take  up  the  cases  of  election  laid 

over  yesterday. 
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DAT. 

Election  of  Ed- 
itor for  Chris- 
tian Advocat« 
and  Journal 
laid  over. 


K«v.  Dr.  Eeld 
elected  Editor 
of  Western 
Christian  Ad- 
Tocate. 


Isaac  W.  "Wiley 
elected  Editor 
of  Ladies'  Ee- 
positorj-. 


B.  D.  Brown 
elected  Editor 
of  the  Pacific 
Christian  Ad- 
vocate. 

Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Sa- 
cred Mosic. 


Samuel  C.  Brown  moved  that  the  election  of  an 
Editor  for  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  be 
further  laid  over,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Tuesday  next  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  motion,  "William  H. 
Ferris  moved  the  previous  question,  and  the  motion  was 
sustained,  and  the  election  was  deferred  accordingly. 

Francis  B.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  over  for  the  present 
the  election  of  Editor  for  the  Western  Christian  Ad- 
vocate ;  but  on  motion  of  William  Young,  the  motion 
to  lay  over  was  laid  on  the  table;  whereupon  John 
Morrison  Reid  was  elected  Editor  of  the  Western 
Christian  Advocate  by  acclamation. 

The  election  of  an  Editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository 
was  taken  up. 

Pending  a  motion  to  lay  over  the  election  till  a  future 
day,  on  motion  of  Thomas  C.  Gardner  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  postpone  was  lost. 

Isaac  W.  Wiley  was  then  elected  Editor  of  the  Ladies' 
Repository  by  acclamation. 

On  motion  of  William  H.  Goodwin,  the  election  of 
an  Editor  for  the  Xorthern  Christian  Advocate  was 
laid  over,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  next  Tues- 
day morning. 

Stephen  D.  Brown  was  elected  Editor  of  the  Pacific 
Christian  Advocate  by  acclamation. 

On  motion  of  Randolph  S.  Foster,  the  order  of  bus- 
iness was  suspended  to  enable  him  to  present  a  report 
from  the  Special  Committee  on  Sacred  Music,  and  the 
following  was  presented  and  adopted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Memorial  of  Mr.  John 
Stephenson  and  forty  others,  leaders  of  choirs  in  New  York,  Brook- 
lyn, and  Philadelphia,  on  the  subject  of  Church  Music,  report : 

The  petitioners  represent  an  association  under  the  style  of  "  Asso- 
ciated Choirs.'  The  object  of  their  memorial  is  stated  so  briefly 
and  clearly  by  themselves  that  we  present  it  in  their  own  words : 

"The  Society  of '  Associated  Choirs '  is  about  to  call  a  committtee 
of  choristers,  and  others  interested  in  the  music  of  the  Church,  by 
which  a  concord  of  views  may  be  had  and  plans  devised  which  may 
attain  the  desired  result.  Promotive  of  such  purpose,  the  Society 
respectfully  ask  that  a  committee  may  be  appointed  by  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  co-operate  with 
said  Society  and  Convention,  by  which  tlie  prestige  of  oflBcial  sanc- 
tion may  be  given  to  such  measures  and  publications  as  may  have 
its  approval." 

Your  committee  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
five,  as  asked  by  the  petitioners. 
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James  Hill  presented  the  following  resolution  from 
the  Committee  on  Appeals,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  ask  the  General 
Conference  to  make  twenty-one  a  quorum  to  transact  business  in 
the  Committee  of  Appeals. 

On  motion  of  Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  all  members  having 
appointments  to  preach  to-morrow  at  such  places  as  to 
make  it  inconvenient  for  them  to  be  present  at  the 
morning  sessions  of  Monday  next  were  granted  leave 
of  absence. 

John  M.  Reid,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itin- 
erancy, submitted  Report  No.  V,  in  two  parts.  The 
lirst  part,  relating,  1.  To  Changing  the  Time  of  Meet- 
ing of  the  General  Conference ;  2.  To  Certifying  on  each 
Annual  Conference  Journal  the  approval,  disapproval, 
or  criticisms  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy;  3.  To 
the  Administration  of  the  Black  River  Conference  in  a 
certain  case ;  4.  To  the  Complaint  from  Fort  Ann 
against  the  Troy  Conference ;  and,  5.  To  the  Case  of 
Samuel  W.  Martin,  was  adopted. 

By  adopting  the  several  items  of  the  first  part  of  the 
report,  it  was 

Resolved,  1.  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  present  to  change  the  time 
of  the  meeting  of  the  General  Conference. 

Resolved,  2.  That  it  shall  hereafter  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
on  Itinerancy,  after  reading  the  Journals  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, to  place  upon  each  a  certificate  of  the  fact,  signed  by  their 
Chairman  and  Secretary,  noting  all  exceptions  to  the  record. 

Resolved,  3.  That  in  the  case  of  administration  from  the  Black 
Eiver  Conference,  there  is  some  manifest  irregularity;  but  the 
records  and  testimony  necessary  to  a  decision  are  not  before  us. 

Resolved,  4.  That  in  the  case  of  complaint  from  Fort  Ann,  the 
Annual  Conference  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case,  the  appeal  being 
from  tlie  decision  of  the  Quarterly  Conference,  which  affirmed  the 
decision  of  the  Select  Committee  that  tried  the  case,  and  not  on  any 
question  of  law  or  method  of  trial. 

Resolved,  5.  That  in  the  case  of  Samuel  "W.  Martin,  the  best  ex- 
amination we  have  been  able  to  give  the  case  has  not  convinced  us 
that  any  action  should  be  taken  in  the  premises. 

[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  E,  V.] 
The  second  part  of  the  Report,  relating,  1.  To  Mis- 
sionaries to  Neglected  Portions  of  our  Cities ;  and, 
2.  To  Superannuated  Preachers  residing  out  of  the 
Bounds  of  their  own  Conferences,  was  laid  on  the 
table  under  the  rule. 


IVtay  31. 

Sbvbntkknth 

DAT. 

Quoniui  of  the 
Committee  on 
Appeals. 


Committee   on 
Itinerancy. 
Report  No.  V. 


No  change  in 
time  of  holding 
General  Con- 
ference. 

Annual  Confer- 
ence Journals 
to  be  approved 
by  certificate. 

Administration 
of  Black  River 
Conference. 


Fort  Ann,  Trojr 
Conference. 


Case  of  S.  W. 
Martin. 
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DAT. 

Book  Concern. 
Beport  No.  X. 


Committee  on 
Slavery  dis- 
charged. 


Sanday-Schools 
and  Tracts. 
Report  No.  III. 


Report  No.  IV. 


Committee   on 
Appeals. 


Case  of  I. 
M'Abee. 


N. 


Case  of  W.   H. 
Sbeets. 


Charles  B.  Tippett,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern,  presented  Report  No.  X,  relating 
to  the  objects  for  which  the  Profits  of  the  Book  Con- 
cern ought  to  be  used,  and  also  to  Advertising  Patent 
Medicines  and  Novels  in  our  Church  papers. 

James  Porter  moved  that  so  much  of  the  report  as 
relates  to  Profits  of  the  Book  Concern  be  recommitted, 
with  instructions  to  the  committee  to  report  such  a 
modification  of  the  Restrictive  Rules  as  will  allow  the 
proceeds  of  the  Book  Concern  to  be  used  for  other 
Church  pui-poses  as  well  as  for  the  support  of  Super- 
annuated Preachers,  etc. ;  and  subsequently,  on  his  mo- 
tion, the  whole  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Benjamin  F.  Crary,  the  Committee  on 
Slavery  was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  that  subject. 

James  Porter,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Sun- 
day-Schools and  Tract  Cause,  presented  Report  No. 
Ill,  proposing  sundry  changes  of  the  Discipline  in 
relation  to  Sunday-schools.  It  was  read,  and  lies  over 
under  the  rule. 

He  also  presented  Report  No.  IV,  providing  for  a 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Sunday-School  Union 
and  Tract  Society,  and  it  lies  over  under  the  rule. 

James  Hill,  Secretary  of  the  Committee  to  try 
Appeals,  presented  the  following  report : 

Rev.  I.  N.  M'Abee,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference,  appeals  from 
the  action  of  the  Conference  Stewards  in  the  distribution  of  the 
funds  for  Superannuated  Ministers.  He  claims  that  he  was  super- 
annuated without  his  consent,  and  while  he  was  fully  able  to  do 
effective  work,  and  yet  has  not  been  allowed  a  proportionate  share 
of  the  funds  for  the  .superannuated  preachers.  He  asks  that  the 
Pittsburgh  Conference  be  directed  by  the  General  Conference  to  pay 
l)im  his  full  proportionate  share. 

Resolved,  That  we  return  the  memorial  of  I.  N.  M'Abee  back  to 
the  General  Conference  as  not  properly  an  appeal  case,  not  relating 
to  judicial  proceedings. 

On  motion  of  Benjamin  Pilsbury,  the  memorial  men- 
tioned in  the  foregoing  report  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

James  Hill,  Secretary  of  the  Committee  to  try  Ap- 
peals, presented  the  following  report  for  record  in  the 
Journal : 

The  Committee  of  Appeals  beg  leave  to  report  farther,  as  follows : 
W.  H.  Sheets,  of  Southeastern  Indiana  Conference,  was  tried  by  said 
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Conference  on  a  charge  of  immorality.  He  was  acquitted  by  a  vote 
of  the  Conference,  and  then,  b_y  a  resolution,  he  was  deprived  of  his 
ministerial  character.  He  appealed  fromtiie  latter  action  of  said  Con- 
ference as  irregular  and  illegal.  After  a  carsful  consideration  of 
the  case  by  the  committee,  on  motion,  the  decision  of  the  Southeast- 
ern Indiana  Conference  was  reversed. 


Miajr  SI. 

Seybntbenth 
Day. 


James  Porter,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Tern-  TemporaiEcon- 
poral  Economy,  presented  Report  No.  Ill,  relating.  Report  No.  iiL 
1.  To  a  Resolution  Concerning  the  Support  of  Con- 
ference Claimants  ;  2.  To  the  more  Equitable  Divis- 
ion of  Dividends  from  the  Book  Concern  among  Con- 
ference Claimants ;  and,  3.  To  a  Church  Extension 
Society.  The  report,  containing  the  foUoiwing  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  third  item,  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  report  some  method  by  which  societies  in  the  newer  and  weaker 
portions  of  our  extended  field  may  be  assisted  in  securing  suitable 
houses  of  worship. 


Eev.     "W.      L. 

Thornton,  A.M. 


Rev.  Robinson 
Scott,  D.D. 


[For  Report,  see  Appendix  U,  IV.] 
Business  was  informally  suspended  that  Rev.  W.  L. 
Thornton,  A.  M.,  delegate  from  the  Wesleyan  Confer- 
ence of  Great  Britain,  and  Rev.  Rolinson  Scott,  D.D., 
of  the  Irish  Wesleyan  Conference,  might  take  leave  of 
the  General  Conference.  Each  one  then  addressed  a 
few  farewell  words,  and  bade  the  Conference  adieu. 

John  L.  Smith  offered  the  following  resolution,  and, 
on  motion  of  George  Clifford,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table : 

Resolved,  That  on  and  after  Monday  next,  in  addition  to  the  morn- 
ing session,  we  hold  also  an  afternoon  session  daily,  commencing  at 
half  past  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  that  tlie  fixing  the  place  for  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Conference  in  1868  be  the  order  of  the  day 
for  next  Monday  afternoon,  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the 
Journal. 

On  motion  of  Hugh  D.  Fisher,  the  time  of  the  ses- 
sion was  extended. 

Edward  Thomson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  Address  to  th© 
draft  a  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  British  Wesleyan    ie"an*  Confw- 
Conference,  presented    and    read   an   address  to  that    *°'^' 
body.     The  address  was  adopted,  and  the  nomination 
of  Rev.  Ednmnd  S.  Janes,  D.D.,  one  of  the  bishops 
of   the    Methodist    Episcopal   Church,   and    of   Rev. 
Thomas  Bowman,  D.D,,  President  of  Indiana  Asbury 
University,  as  delegates  to  the  Wesleyan  Conference 


192 


Journal  of  the   General  Conference. 


[1864. 


]VIa.y  Ql. 

Sevknteentii 

Day. 
Northern  Chris- 
tian Advocate. 


Conferences 
called  for  mis- 
cellaneous 
business. 

noethwkst 
Wisconsin. 


of  Great  Britain,  was  confirmed.  [For  Reply  to  the 
British  Wesleyan  Confei-ence,  see  Appendix  B,  II.] 

By  unanimous  consent,  "William  H.  Goodwin  had 
leave  to  present  the  Report  of  the  Publishing  Commit- 
tee of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

[For  Report,  see  A2y2^endix  C,  VI.] 

Conferences  wore  called  for  petitions,  memorials, 
resolutions,  etc. 

NORTHWEST  WISCONSIN   CONFERENCE. 

Thomas  C.  Golden  presented  three  memorials  relat- 
ing to  boundai'ies :  One  from  Leon,  signed  by  W.  W. 
Wheaton  and  ten  others  ;  one  from  Tomah,  signed  by 
J.  S.  Anderson  and  eight  others  ;  and  one  from  La 
Crosse,  signed  by  W.  Haw  and  five  others ;  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


Omgos.  OREGON  CONFERENCE. 

Thomas  H.  Pearne  presented  two  memorials  relat- 
ing to  the  Editorship  of  the  Pacific  Christian  Advo- 
cate: One  signed  by  I.  S.  Gilbert  and  twenty-three 
others ;  and  one  signed  by  P.  M.  Starr  and  eight 
others  ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern. 


PHILAD15LPHIA.  PHILADELPHIA  CONFERENCE. 

James  Cunningham  presented  a  memorial  from  Tal- 
bot circuit  against  Lay  Delegation,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 

He  also  submitted  the  Quadrennial  Report  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund,  and  it  was  referred 
,-  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy.     [For  Re- 

port, see  Appendix  U,  I.] 

Joseph  Castle  presented  the  following  letter,  and, 

on  motion,  the  invitation  it  conveys  was  accepted  by 

the  Conference. 

Union  Volunteer  Refreshment  Saloon, 
Philadelphia,  May  14,  1864. 

To  THK  Members  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  now  in  Session  in  Philadelphia: 

Gentlemen, — The  members  of  the  Union  Vohinteer  Refreshment 
Committee  most  cordially  invite  you  to  pay  a  visit  to  their  saloon 
during  your  stay  in  this  city  and  witness  the  arrangements  made 
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for  the  care  of  our  brave  soldiers,  where  hundreds  of  thousands 
from  the  loyal  states  liave  received  refreshments,  thousands  sick  and 
wounded  liave  received  medical  treatment,  and  whatever  distress 
caused  by  the  war  to  man  we  have  tried  to  alleviate,  including  the 
reception  of  and  finding  employment  for  hundreds  of  refugees  from 
the  South. 

Our  institution  is  cheerfully  supported  by  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  our  citizens  and  those  of  the  vicinity. 
We  are  yours  very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  Wade,  Secretary.  Ar.u)  Barrows,  Chairman. 
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SEYENTEKirrH 
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PROVIDENCE   CONFERENCE. 

William  H.  Richards  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Lay- 
Delegation  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation  be  instructed  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  changing  the  Discipline,  page  48,  §  3, 
quest.  1,  ans.  1,  by  adding  at  the  close  of  ans.  1  the  following  words : 
"  Also  tliree  laymen  from  each  district,  who  shall  be  elected  annu- 
ally by  the  district  stewards  at  their  regular  meeting,  and  who  shall 
be  allowed  to  speak  and  to  vote  on  all  questions  not  affecting  the 
character  of  traveling  preachers." 

To  conform  to  the  above  change,  append  to  §  2,  page  1 02,  the 
following  words:  "It  shall  be  the  duty  of  tlie  district  stewards  to 
elect  three  suitable  laymen  from  each  district  to  attend  the  Annual 
Conference  next  ensuing,  as  provided  in  Discipline,  page  48,  §  3, 
quest.  1,  ans.  1. 

Samuel  C.  Brown  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  preparing  a  new  form  of  certificate  for  the 
transfer  of  members  from  one  charge  to  anotlier. 


Pboyidekok. 


ROCK  RIVER   CONFERENCE. 


EocK  ErvBE. 


Thomas  M.  Eddy  presented  a  petition  from  the  sev-  Petition      for 
eral  Official  Boards  of  Chicago,  and  from  the  Quar-     Conference, 
terly  Meeting  Conference  of  Evanston  to  this  body,  to 
appoint  the  session  of  the  General  Conference  for  1868, 
to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  the  petition  was 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

William  F.  Stewart  presented  a  memorial  relating 
to  Traveling  Expenses,  and  it  Avas  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Temporal  Economy.  He  also  presented  a 
memorial  from  Galena  District  Conference  on  the  Pre- 
siding Eldership,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Itinerancy. 
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SOUTHEASTERN  INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

John  H.  Barth  presented  a  memorial  relating  to 
German  Annual  Conferences  from  George  Pfaffenberger 
and  forty-six  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  German  Work. 

Thomas  H.  Lynch  presented  a  memorial  on  Bound- 
aries, signed  by  I.  B.  Dobj-ns  and  thirty-four  others, 
of  Salem,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 


Uppxb  Iowa. 


Wbst  Wreooif- 
Bnr. 


UPPER  IOWA  CONFERENCE. 

Richard  W.  Keeler  presented  a  memorial  from  Ce- 
dar Falls  on  Lay  Delegation,  signed  by  J.  Bowman 
and  sixteen  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Lay  Delegation. 

WEST  WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE. 

Matthew  Bennett  presented  a  memorial  fi'om  Orion 
Quarterly  Conference  in  relation  to  Boundaries,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


Wtoiono. 


Conference  ad- 
Joorned. 


WYOMING  CONFERENCE. 

George  Peck  presented  a  memorial  from  Rev,  L.  D. 
Tryon,  asking  to  be  discharged  from  the  payment  of 
certain  moneys  due  the  Book  Concern  at  Xew  York, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Book  Agents,  with  author- 
ity to  settle  the  claim  on  such  terms  as  to  them  may 
seem  best. 

Horatio  R.  Clark  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal 
Economy : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  be  instructed 
to  consider  an  equitable  plan  for  raising  the  expenses  of  future 
General  Conferences  by  apportionment,  without  drawing  upon  the 
Book  Concern,  and  report  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned. 
After  the  Doxology  had  been  sung,  the  Benediction 
was  pronounced  by  Oliver  S.  Munsell. 
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MONDAY  MOENIXG,  MAY  23. 

Conference  met  this  morning  at  half  past  eight 
o'clock,  Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
James  Thurston,  of  the  New  Hampshire  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  i*ead  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  John  Lanahan,  the  Committee  on 
Itinerancy  were  instructed  to  consider  and  report  as 
to  the  propriety  of  so  changing  the  Restrictive  Rules 
as  to  allow  to  each  Conference  at  least  one  delegate 
instead  of  two,  as  the  rule  now  stands. 

On  motion  of  William  Young,  the  order  of  business 
was  suspended  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  a  Plan  for  Trusteeship  for  the  General  Conference, 
presented  and  laid  on  the  table  May  16,  and  it  was 
taken  up,  and  the  following  changes  of  Discipline  pro- 
posed in  the  Report  wex'e  adopted,  namely,  to  insert 
in  the  chapter  on  Temporal  Economy  the  following 
question  and  answers : 

Quest.  1.  What  shall  be  done  for  the  better  security  of  donations, 
bequests,  grants,  etc.,  made  for  benevolent  purposes  to  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America  ? 

A'hs.  1.  The  General  Conference  shall  appoint  and  perpetuate  a 
Board  of  Trustees,  composed  of  ministers  and  laymen,  consisting  of 
not  less  than  live  nor  more  than  nine,  who  shall  be  invested  with 
corporate  powers,  and  shall  be  authorized  to  receive  and  hold  in  trust 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Clmrcli,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  tlie  General  Conference,  any  and  all  donations,  bequests, 
grants,  etc.,  made  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  not  specially 
designated  or  directed,  but  simply  made  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

2.  When  any  such  donation,  bequest,  grant,  etc.,  is  made  to  the 
Church,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in  the  bounds  of  whose 
charge  it  occurs  to  give  an  early  notice  thereof  to  the  Board,  who 
shall  proceed  without  delay  to  take  possession  of  the  same  according 
to  the  provisions  of  their  charter. 

3.  The  Board  shall  make  a  faitliful  report  of  their  doings,  and  of 
the  funds  or  property  on  hand  at  eacli  quadrennial  session  of  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  all  do- 
nations thus  reported  and  received  shall  be  disposed  of  by  order  of 
the  General  Conference  for  the  benefit  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America. 


Miay  S3. 

ElGHljSKNTH 

Day. 

Opening  of 
Conference. 


Instruction  to 
Committee  on 
Itinerancy. 

Each  Confer- 
ence to  have 
<ni6  delegate. 


ReportonTrust- 
eeship  of  the 
General  Con- 
ference. 


Change  of 

Discipline. 


The  following  resolutions,  contained  in  the  report, 
were  also  adopted : 

Besolved,  That  the  foregoing  Board  shall  be  located  at  Cincinnati, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to 
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Day. 


fill  the  said  Board,  to  wit:  Rev.  Davis  W.  Clark,  Rev.  Joseph  M. 
Trimble,  Rev.  "William  Nasi,  Rev.  Adam  Poe,  Rev.  William  Young, 
A.  N.  Riddle,  Esq.,  M.  B.  Hagans,  Esq.,  Thomas  H.  Whetstone,  Esq., 
John  Fudge,  Esq. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Board  so  appointed  are  hereby  instructed  early 
to  take  steps  to  secure  corporate  powers  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  under  the  name  and  style  of  the  "  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Greneral  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States,"  to  enable  them  legally  to  execute  the  prescribed  trusts. 


Vr.  F.  Cowles 
granted  leave 
or  absence,  and 
E.  H.  Waring 
admitted  in  hiS 
stead. 


Keport  on  Itin- 
erancy, No.  IV. 


German  Work. 
Reports  Nos.  I 
and  II. 


Editor  of 

Zion's  Herald. 


The  Report  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole.  [For 
Report,  as  adopted,  see  Ajj^iendix  W.] 

On  motion  of  Thomas  E.  Corkhill,  William  F. 
Cowles,  a  delegate  from  the  Iowa  Conference,  had 
leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of  the  session  on 
account  of  personal  ill  health,  and  Edmund  H.  Waring, 
a  reserve  delegate  of  that  Conference,  presented  his 
credentials,  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  this  body,  and 
assigned  to  the  several  committees  in  his  stead. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  C.  Brown,  the  order  of  busi- 
ness was  further  suspended  to  take  up  so  much  of  Re- 
port No.  IV  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  as  relates 
to  the  Editor  of  Zion's  Herald ;  and  also  Reports  Nos. 
I  and  II  of  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work,  the 
former  of  which  was  presented  and  laid  on  the  table 
May  14,  and  the  latter  May  16. 

Tlie  item  relating  to  the  Editor  of  Zion's  Herald  was 
then  taken  up  and  adopted,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  Part  II,  chap,  iii,  quest.  3,  ans.  3,  page  93,  be 
amended  by  inserting  in  line  II  of  the  answer  after  the  word  "San 
Francisco"  the  words  "the  Editor  of  Zion's  Herald;"  thereby  plac- 
ing that  officer,  when  a  member  of  an  Annual  Conference,  under  the 
exception. 


G«rman  Work. 
Report  No.  I. 


Northwestern 
German   Con- 
ference. 

Southeastern 
German   Con- 
ference. 


On  motion  of  Plenry  F.  Koeneke,  Report  No.  I  of 
the  Committee  on  the  German  Work  was  taken  up, 
and  a  motion  was  made  to  adopt  it;  pending  which,  on 
motion  of  William  Harden,  the  previous  question  was 
ordered  by  a  vote  of  128  to  17,  and  the  following  res- 
olutions were  adopted : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  German  Work  be  organized  into  three  An- 
nual Conferences,  each  containing  about  seventy-five  preachers. 

2.  Resolved.  Tiiat  the  German  Work  at  present  connected  with  the 
Rock  River  and  Minnesota  Conferences,  and  the  Galena  German 
District  of  the  Upper  Iowa  Conference,  be  formed  into  a  Conference 
to  be  called  the  Northwestern  German  Conference. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  German  Work  at  present  connected  with  the 
Illinois,  Southern  Illinois,  Kansas  Conferences,  and  the  Burlington 
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Miay  Q8. 

Eighteenth 
Day. 


German  District  of  the  Upper  Iowa  Conference,  be  formed  into  a 
Conference  to  be  called  the  Southwestern  German  Conference. 

4.  Resolved.  That  the  German  Work  at  present  connected  with  the 
Cincinnati,   North  Ohio,    and  Southeastern  Indiana  Conference  be    ^^°^*'  CoSter'- 
formed  into  a  Conference  to  be  called  the  Central  German  Con- 
ference. 

[For 


man 
ence. 


Repoi-t  No.  I  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole. 
Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  O,  II.] 

Report  No.  II  of  the  Committee  on  the  German  German  Work. 
Work  was  taken  up,  read,  and  adojited. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  of  the  report : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  be 
requested  to  publish  the  manuscript  hymn  book  prepared  for  the 
German  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  ChurciL 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  same  parties  be  requested  to  have  a  tune 
book,  adapted  to  the  hymn  book,  prepared  for  the  use  of  our  German 
]nembers,  under  the  supervision  of  a  committee  of  tiinee  Germans,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Agents,  e.nd  to  publish  the  same  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  preparation  of  the  manuscript. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  bishops  be  requested  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  three  members  of  this  General  Conference  to  visit  the  next  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  and  to  correspond 
with  the  authorities  of  that  Chureli,  should  the  way  be  opened  in 
the  order  of  Providence,  for  a  closer  union  between  the  Churches. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  German  Work  in  the  New  York  Conference 
remain  for  the  present  as  it  is ;  and  that  the  bishops,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  New  York  Conference  at  its  next  session,  shall  have 
power  to  form  the  same  into  a  German  Annual  Conference. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  German  Work  in  California  remain  in  its 
present  form. 


Report  No.  II. 


Hymn  book  and 
Tune  book  to 
be  published. 


Deputation  to 
the  Evangeli- 
cal Associa- 
tion. 


German  Work 
in  New  York 
Conference. 


German  Work 
in  California 
Conference. 


Report  No.  Y. 


The  Report  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole.  [For 
Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  O,  III.] 

On  motion  of  John  P.  Durbin,  the  order  of  business  Missions 
was  further  suspended  to  take  up  the  Reports  of  the 
Committee  on  Missions,  and  Report  No.  V  was  taken 
up,  and  the  second  item  of  the  first  resolution  was 
amended  by  inserting  after  the  Avords  "  assistant  cor- 
responding secretary"  the  words  "second  assistant 
corresponding  secretary ;"  after  which  the  first,  second, 
and  third  resolutions  were  adopted,  as  follows : 

1.  Resolved,'  That  by  and  with  the  consent  of  tho  Board  of  Man- 
agers at  New  York,  the  Twelfth  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Missionary  Society  be  amended  so  that  it  will  read  as  follows: 

XII.  The  Annual  Conferences  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  mis- 
sion districts  as  there  are  effective  superintendents ;  and  there  shall 
be  a  committee  of  one  from  each  mission  district,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  bishops,  and  to  he  called  the  "General  Missionary  Committee." 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee, 

First.  To  meet  annually  in  the  city  of  New  York  between  the 
first  and  fifteenth  of  November,  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  corre- 
sponding secretary,  assistant  corresponding  secretary,  and  treasurer. 

Secondly.   To  act  jointly  with  the  Board  of  Managers,  the  corre- 


Change  of  the 
Constitution 
of  Missionary- 
Society. 


198 


Journal  of  the   General  Conference. 


[1864. 


May  23. 

Eighteenth 
Dat. 


Bishops  antbor- 
ized  to  organ- 
ize new  Con- 
ferences. 


C-0IX)BAD0C0S- 
FBSXKCB. 


spending  secretary,  assistant  corresponding  secretary,  second  assist- 
ant corresponding  secretary,  and  treasurer,  in  fixing  the  amouut 
which  may  be  drawn  for  during  the  year. 

Thirdly.  To  divide  such  amount  between.  1.  Foreign  Missions. 
2.  Domestic  Missions.  3.  Missions  in  the  United  States  and  Terri- 
tories, not  included  in  the  bounds  of  any  of  the  Annual  Conferences. 
4.  Other  missions  not  under  our  immediate  care. 

Fourthly.  Said  committee  shall,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  at  least  two  of  the 
bishops,  determine  what  fields  shall  be  occupied  or  continued  as 
foreign  missions,  and  the  number  of  persons  to  be  emplo)'ed  on  said 
missions;  and  shall,  in  conjunction  with  the  Board,  estimate  the 
sums  necessary  for  the  support  of  each  mission,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  two  or  more  of  the  bishops.  Said  committee,  ■with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Botird  and  bishops  as  aforesaid,  shall  determine 
the  amount  for  which  each  bishop  may  draw  for  tiie  domestic  mis- 
sions of  those  conferences  over  which  he  shall  preside,  and  shall 
divide  the  amount  appropriated  to  the  missions  in  the  United  States 
and  Territories,  not  included  in  the  Annual  Conferences  to  such  sec- 
tions of  the  country'  as  in  their  judgment  the  interests  of  the  work 
require,  and  the  bishop  shall  not  draw  on  the  treasurer  for  more 
than  said  amount.  In  the  intervals  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
committee  the  bishops  shall  have  full  jwwer  to  administer  these 
missions.  The  Board  shall  appoint  a  committee,  who,  with  the 
bishop  making  the  appointment,  shall  fix  the  amount  for  the  support 
of  each  missionary-  in  this  third  class  of  missions. 

Fifthly.  Said  committee,  by  and  witli  the  concurrence  of  the  Board 
and  bishops  as  afore.said,  shall  also  determine  the  amount  to  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  support  of  missions  not  under  our  immediate  care, 
and  the  mode  of  disbursements  thereof  Provided,  nevertheless,  that 
in  the  intervals  between  the  meetings  of  the  General  Missionary 
Committee,  the  Board  of  Managers,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
bishop  who  has  or  is  to  have  charge  of  the  work  proposed,  may,  if 
they  shall  deem  it  important,  adopt  a  new  missionary  field,  and  also 
provide  for  any  unforeseen  emergency  that  may  arise ;  and  to  meet 
such  demands  may  expend  any  additional  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Should  any  of  the  members  of  said  committee,  in  the  intervals  of 
the  General  Conference,  go  out  of  office  by  death,  resignation,  or 
otherwise,  the  bishop  presiding  in  the  Conferences  where  the  vacancy 
shall  occur  shall  appoint  another  to  fill  his  place.  Said  committee 
to  be  amenable  to  the  General  Conference,  to  which  it  shall  make 
full  reports  of  its  doings. 

Any  expenses  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties  shall  be  met 
by  the  treasurer  of  the  society. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  bishops  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized, 
when  in  their  judgment  the  interests  of  the  work  require  it,  to  organ- 
ize Annual  Conferences  in  the  states  and  territories  not  embraced  at 
the  close  of  this  General  Conference  in  any  of  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences ;  such  conferences  to  possess  all  the  rights,  powers,  and  privi- 
leges of  other  Annual  Conferences,  excepting  that  of  sending  dele- 
gates to  the  General  Conference,  and  of  drawing  an  annual  dividend 
from  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern  and  Chartered  Fund,  and  of  vot- 
ing on  constitutional  changes  proposed  in  the  Discipline;  which 
restriction  shall  continue  until  the  next  ensuing  General  Conference. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  name  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Conference  be 
and  hereby  is  changed  into  Colorado  Conference. 


Tlie  fourth  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present.     [For  Report,  see  Appe7idix  J,  V.] 
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The  third  resolution  of  Report  No.  Ill,  laid  on  the 
table  May  14,  was  taken  up  and  adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  the  words  "of  fifty  cents  or  upward"  in  the  Dis- 
cipline, Part  IV,  §  2,  page  210,  paragraph  8,  be  stricken  out,  so  that 
it  shall  read,  "comprehending  the  name  of  each  collector  in  his 
charge,  and  the  name,  real  or  assumed,  of  each  contributor  to  each 
collector,  that  they  may  be  by  said  executive  committee,"  etc. 
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And  the  Report,  as  a  whole,  was  then  adopted.     [For 
Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  J,  III.] 

The  fourth  resolution  of  Report  No.  I,  laid  on  the  Missions, 
table  May  7,  and  taken  up  and  again  laid  on  the  table  ^^^"^  ^*'-  ^• 
May  11,  was  taken  up,   and   Sylvester   L.  Congdon 
moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "  four,"  and 
inserting  instead  thereof  the  word  "  two." 

John  Lanahan  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 
table ;  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  as  follows : 


Resolved,  That  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  General  Conference  that  Foreign  Mis- 
a  visitation  of  our  principal  Foreign  Missions  sliould  be  made  by  one  """^  to  bo  vis- 
of  our  bishops  as  often  as  practicable — at  least  once  in  four  years. 


ited. 


The  Report  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole.  [For  Re- 
port as  adopted,  see  Appendix  J,  I.] 

James  Porter  moved  further  to  suspend  the  order  of 
business  to  take  up  the  Reports  of  the  Committee  on 
Temporal  Economy ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  business  was  inform- 
ally suspended  to  enable  S.  S.  Nelles,  D.  D.,  one  of  the 
delegates  from  the  Conference  of  the  Wesleyan  Meth- 
odist Church  in  Canada,  to  take  leave  of  the  General 
Conference.  After  he  had  made  a  brief  farewell  ad- 
dress, on  motion  of  Freeborn  G.  Hibbard,  the  following 
resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote : 

Resolved,  That  we  reciprocate  the  cordial  and  fraternal  expressions   Resolution     of 
of  our  brethren,  the  delegates  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Con-     ^"^ttfTh^^w" 
uection  of  Canada,  and  we  shall  be  happy  to  maintain  the  integrity     leyan  Metliod- 
of  our  former  relations  to  them.  1st  Conference 

in  Canada. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Cobb,  Henry  Roth  was  granted  Henry      Roth 
leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  on    of  absence. 
account  of  sickness  in  his  family. 

On  motion  of  James  Drummond,  John  W.  Reger  John  w.  Reger 
was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of  the    of  absence. 
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session,  on  account  of  the  pressing  demand  for  his  serv- 
ices as  chaplain  in  the  hospital. 

John  M.  Reid,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itin- 
erancy, submitted  Report  No.  VI,  relating  to  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  several  Annual  Conferences.  It  was  read, 
and  pending  its  consideration,  on  motion  of  William 
E.  Bigelow,  so  much  of  the  Report  as  alleges  that  the 
Detroit  Conference  had  received  preachers  from  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada  on  the  same 
footing  as  if  they  were  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Church  was  struck  out,  on  the  ground  that  the  state- 
ment rests  upon  an  entire  misapprehension,  as  no  such 
reception  of  preachers  has  taken  place  in  the  Detroit 
Conference. 

On  motion  of  Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,  the  minute 
concerning  the  Baltimore  Conference  was  amended  by 
striking  out  the  words  "as  the  reports  show  beeu 
stolen  by  a  disloyal  member,"  and  inserting  instead 
thereof  the  words  "  been  withheld  by  the  former  sec- 
retary."    So  that  the  item  shall  read: 

The  Minutes  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  for  1861  are  not  in  the 
Journal  before  us,  having  been  withheld  by  the  former  secretary. 

A  motion  to  extend  the  morning  session  was  lost  by 
a  vote  of  81  to  87. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned. 

After  the  Doxology  was  sung,  the  Benediction  was 
pronounced  by  Jesse  T.  Peck. 
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TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  24. 

Conference  met  this  morning  at  half  past  eight 
o'clock.  Bishop  Scott  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Abraham  K.  Street,  of  the  New  Jersey  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Davis  W.  Clark,  the  order  of  business 
was  suspended,  and  Report  No.  I  of  the  Committee 
on  Revisals,  presented  and  laid  on  the  table  May  11, 
was  taken  up. 

Pending  its  consideration,  the  first  item,  relating  to 
the  Reception  of  Ministers  from  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  in  Canada,  was  adopted. 
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Third  Uem 

adopted. 

Fourth       item 
adopted. 


Fifth  item 

adopted. 


William  H.  Goode  moved  to  strike  out  the  word    M:ayS4. 

"  trustees  "  from  the  second  item  ;  pending  which,  a         day.' 
call  for  the  previous  question,  made  by  John  L.  Smith,   ^^"p^^^  '**™ 
was  sustained,  and  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  lost, 
and  the  item  was  adopted. 

The  third  item,  relating  to  Ordinations  in  certain 
cases,  Avas  read  and  adopted. 

The  fourth  item,  relating  to  Class-meetings  for  Chil- 
dren, was  read,  and  Daniel  Curry  moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  baptized,"  and  also  the  whole 
clause  I'elating  to  unbaptized  children;  but  the  motion 
to  strike  out  was  lost,  and  the  item  was  adopted. 

The  fifth  item,  in  respect  to  Receiving  Children  on 
Probation,  was  adopted ;  and  the  Report,  as  a  whole, 
was  then  adopted,  by  which  the  following  changes  are 
made  in  the  Discipline,  namely  : 

First  Item. — Part  II,  chapter  ii,  section  11,  ques- 
tion 1,  page  82,  is  amended  by  adding  after  the  words 
*'  Wesleyan  connection  in  Europe  and  Canada,"  the 
words,  "  or  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Canada ;"  and  in  the  answer  to  said  question,  after  the 
words  "  British,  Irish,  or  Canada  Conference,"  the 
words,  "  or  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Can- 
ada," so  that  the  question  and  answer  will  read  as 
follows  : 

*^  Question  1.  In  what  manner  shall  we  receive  those  Receiving  min- 

.    .  ,  /•  1  isters  from  the 

ministers  who  may  come  to  us  from  the  Wesleyan  con-    m.  e.  church 
nection  in  Europe  and  Canada,  or  from  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Canada? 

'•'•Ayiswer  1.  If  they  come  to  us  properly  accredited 
from  either  the  British,  Irish,  or  Canada  Conference, 
or  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada, 
they  may  be  received  according  to  such  credentials, 
provided  they  give  satisfaction  to  an  Annual  Confer- 
ence of  their  willingness  to  conform  to  our  Church 
government  and  usages." 

Second  Item. — Also,  Part  II,  chapter  i,  section  4, 
and  answer  to  question  1,  is  amended  by  striking  out 
the  word  "  and  "  before  the  words  "  class-leaders  ;" 
and  also  by  inserting  the  words  "  and  trustees  "  after 
the  words  "  class-leaders  ;"  and  also  by  inserting  the 
words  "  churches  in  the  "  before  the  word  "  circuit;" 
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M:ay  S4.    and   also   by  inserting  the   word   "  all "   before   the 
"dTy.^™    words  "  being  members,"  so   that  the  whole  question 
and  answer  shall  read  as  follows: 

'''•Question  1.  Of  whom  shall  the  Quarterly  Confer- 
ences be  composed  ? 
Trustees  to  be       '''■Ansicer  1.  Of  all  the  traveling  and  local  preachers, 

members  of  the  ®  r  ^ 

Quarterly         exhorters.  Stewards,  class-leaders,  and  trustees  of  the 

Conference.  ,,....  . 

churches  in  the  circuit  or  station,  and  the  first  male 
superintendents  of  our  Sunday-schools,  said  trustees 
and  superintendents  being  members  of  our  Church, 
and  approved  by  the  Quarterly  Conference.  The* 
Missionary  Committee  shall  have  a  right  to  a  seat 
during  the  action  of  the  Conference  on  the  subject 
of  missions,  but  at  no  other  time." 

Third  Item. — The  paragraph  marked  "  N.  B.,"  and 
attached  to  answer  3,  question  2,  chapter  vi,  page  112, 
in  the  Discipline,  is  amended  so  as  to  read : 
Preachers     on       "  >^^  g — Whenever  a  preacher  on  trial  shall  be  ap- 

trial    may   be  ■»  ^ 

ordained.  pointed  by  a  bishop  to  a  mission,  or  a  chaplaincy  in 
the  army  or  navy,  or  in  hospitals  or  prisons,  he  may, 
if  elected  by  an  Annual  Conference,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  a  bishop,  be  ordained  by  him  before  his  pro- 
bation ends." 

Fourth  Item. — Also  answer  2,  question  3,  sec- 
tion 3,  chapter  i.  Part  I,  commencing  on  page  34  of 
the  Discipline,  is  stricken  out,  and  the  following 
answer  is  inserted  in  its  place,  namely : 

Children  to  be       '"'•  Answer  2.  At  the  age  of  ten  years,  or  earlier,  the 

organized  into  _  .  . 

classes.  preacher  in  charge  shall  organize  the  baptized  children 

of  the  Church  into  classes,  and  appoint  suitable  lead- 
ers (male  or  female)  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  meet 
them  in  class  once  a  Aveek,  and  instruct  them  in  the 
nature,  design,  and  obligations  of  baptism,  and  the 
truths  of  religion  necessary  to  make  them  wise  unto 
salvation ;  urge  them  '  to  give  regular  attendance 
upon  the  means  of  grace ;'  advise,  exhort,  and  encour- 
age them  to  an  immediate  consecration  of  their  hearts 
and  lives  to  God,  and  inquire  into  the  state  of  their 
religious  experience;  Provided^  that  children  unbap- 
tized  are  not  to  be  excluded  from  these  classes." 

Fifth  Item. — Also  the  striking  out  of  the  word 
"  shall "  from  the  sixth  line  of  answer  3,  question  3, 
section  3,  chapter  i,  Part  I,  and  page  35  of  the  Dis- 


1864.] 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


203 


cipline,  and  inserting  in  its  place  the  words  "  may, 
with  their  assent,"  so  that  the  first  part  of  that  answer 
will  read  as  follows  : 

"  Answer  3.  Whenever  they  shall  have  attained  an 
age  sufficient  to  understand  the  obligations  of  religion, 
and  shall  give  evidence  of  a  desire  to  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come,  and  to  be  saved  from  their  sins,  their 
names  may,  with  their  assent,  be  enrolled  on  the  list 
of  probationers."     [For  Keport,  see  Appendix  N,  I.] 

John  Lanahan  was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session,  and  Littleton  F.  Morgan,  a 
reserve  delegate  from  the  Baltimore  Conference,  pre- 
sented his  credentials,  was  admitted  to  a  seat  as  a 
member  of  this  body,  and  assigned  to  the  several 
committees  in  his  stead. 

Henry  Bannister  and  Lafayette  D.  White  were 
granted  leave  of  absence. 

Report  No.  II  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  pre- 
sented and  laid  on  the  table  May  1 2,  was  taken  up, 
and  the  first,  second,  and  third  items,  relating,  1.  To 
Chaplains  to  Hospitals ;  2.  To  Agents  of  Benevolent 
Institutions ;  and,  3.  To  Preaching  without  License, 
were  read  and  adopted.  The  fourth  item,  relating  to 
Trustees  of  Parsonages,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Church  Tenures. 

The  Report  as  amended,  and  as  a  whole,  was  then 
adopted,  by  which  the  following  changes  were  made 
in  the  Discipline,  namely  : 

First  Item. — On  page  92,  answer  3,  question  3, 
section  1,  chapter  iii,  ninth  line  from  the  bottom  of  the 
page,  strike  out  the  word  "  state "  and  insert  the 
word  "  hospitals ;"  so  that  the  clause  shall  read, 
"chaplains  to  hospitals,  prisons,  and  in  the  army  or 
navy." 

Second  Item. — On  page  93  of  the  Discipline,  to 
answer  3,  add  the  following  words,  "  and  other  be- 
nevolent institutions,"  so  that  the  clause  shall  read  as 
follows : 

"  He  shall  have  authoiuty,  when  requested  by  an 
Annual  Conference,  to  appoint  an  agent,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  travel  throughout  the  bounds  of  such 
Conference,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  aiding 
Sabbath-schools  and  distributing  Tracts,  and  also  to 
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appoint  an  agent  or  agents  for  the  benefit  of  our  liter- 
ary institutions,  an  agent  for  the  German  publishing 
fund  and  for  other  benevolent  institutions." 

Third  Item. — On  page  115  of  the  Discipline,  chap- 
ter viii,  section  1,  question  1,  answer  1,  third  line  from 
the  bottom  of  the  page,  after  the  words  "  leaders* 
meeting,"  add  the  words,  "and  no  member  of  the 
Church  shall  be  at  liberty  to  preach  without  such 
license,"  so  that  the  first  sentence  of  the  proviso  shall 
read  as  follows : 

'■'■  Provided,  That  no  person  shall  be  licensed  to 
preach  without  the  recommendation  of  the  Society 
of  which  he  is  a  member,  or  of  a  leaders'  meeting  ;  and 
no  member  of  the  Church  shall  be  at  liberty  to  preach 
without  such  license."  [For  Report  as  adopted,  see 
Apjyendix  N,  II.] 

Report  No.  Ill  was  taken  up,  and  the  first  item, 
relating  to  Class-Meetings,  was  adopted.  The  second 
item,  relating  to  Neglect  of  the  Means  of  Grace,  was 
read,  when  Freeborn  G.  Hibbard  moved  to  amend  the 
question  by  adding  the  words : 

"  Such  as  the  pubhc  worship  of  God,  the  supper  of  the  Lord, 
family  and  private  prayer,  searching  the  Scriptures,  class-meetings, 
and  prayer-meetings." 

Thomas  C.  Gardner  moved  to  lay  the  amendment 
on  the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost. 

William  E.  Bigelow  moved  the  pi-evious  question, 
and  the  motion  was  sustained. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  Y.  Monroe,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  votes  on  the  amendment  and  main  question 
be  taken  by  Ayes  and  Noes. 

The  roll  of  members  was  called,  and  the  vote  on  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  was  as  follows : 

Ayes. — Alexander,  Andrews,  Armstrong,  Baird, 
Baker,  Bannister,  Barth,  Bartine,  Barton,  Bennett, 
Bigelow,  Bingham,  Breckenridge,  Bristol,  Brooks, 
Brown  of  New  York,  Brown  of  Providence,  Bruce, 
Caruthers,  Castle,  Chenoweth,  Chui-ch,  Clark  of  New 
York,  Clark  of  Western  Virginia,  Clark  of  Wyoming, 
Clifibrd,  Cobb,  Congdon,  Corkhill,  Corrington,  Crane, 
Crawford,  Cummings,  Cunningham,  Davidson,  Davis, 
Dempsey,    Denison,    Dimmitt,   Drummond,    Durbin, 
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Eddy,  Erwin,  Ferris,  Fiegenbaum,  Foote,  George,  ^^^»y  ^•*- 
Golden,  Goode,  Goodwin,  Graves,  Gregg,  Griswold,  *  'dat." 
Guthrie,  Haines,  Hall,  Hamlin,  Haney,  Harden,  Har- 
ris, Harrison,  Hawley,  Henderson,  Hester,  Hibbard, 
Hill  of  Erie,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Hilliard,  Himebangh, 
Hitchcock,  Hobart,  Holmes,  Houghton,  Hunter,  Hurl- 
burt,  Jervis,  Jewett,  Keeler,  King  of  Xew  York,  King 
of  Troy,  Kingsley,  Koeneke,  Kuhl,  Kynett,  Lawson, 
Lemon,  Lynch,  ]\rCombs,]\l'Coy,  M'Kenzie,  M'Murray, 
Manson,  Mason,  Merrick,  Miley,  Miller  of  Xebraska, 
Miller  of  Xorth  Indiana,  Monroe,  Moody,  Moore,  Mul- 
finger,  Xast,  Nelson  of  Central  Ohio,  Xelson  of  Wyo- 
ming, Xesbit,  Xisbet,  Xoble,  Xorton,  Olin,  Patten, 
Penfield,  Perry,  Pershing,  Phelps,  Pilcher,  Poe,  Porter, 
Ray,  Raymond,  Reed  of  Detroit,  Reid  of  East  Genesee, 
Reese,  Reeves,  Reger,  Reiley,  Richards,  Robinson, 
Shinn,  Sinex,  Smith  of  Southeastern  Indiana,  Smith 
of  Western  Iowa,  Spahr,  Starks,  Stewart,  Street,  Ter- 
rill,  Thomas,  Thomson,  Tippett,  Trimble,  Vansant, 
Walker,  Wallace,  Waring,  White  of  Black  River, 
White  of  Ohio,  Whitecar,  Whiteman,  Wilbur  of  Ore- 
gon, Wiley,  Wilson  of  Erie,  Woodruft',  Wright — 153, 

Noes. — Adams,  Allen  of  Maine,  Allen  of  Xew  En-  Noes, 
gland,  Bangs,  Benson,  Blake,  Boyd,  Brice,  Brown  of 
Troy,  Brownscombe,  BuUard,  Chambers,  Cobleigh, 
Crary,  Curry,  Dustin,  Fisher,  Foster,  Gardner,  Gurley, 
Harlow,  Hatfield,  Huffman,  Lindsay,  Lowe,  M'Cabe, 
Magee,  X.  J.  B.  Morgan,  Munsell,  Owen,  Pearne,  Peck 
of  California,  Peck,  of  Wyoming,  Pike,  Pilsbury  of 
Xew  York  East,  Pillsbury  of  Wisconsin,  Rothweiler, 
Sherman,  Shumate,  Smart,  Smith  of  Cincinnati,  Smith 
of  Xorthwest  Indiana,  Stallard,  Strout,  Thurston, 
Twombly,  Wakeley,  Webber,  Wentworth,  Wilbor  of 
Genesee,  Wilson  of  Central  Ohio,  Wise,  Wood, 
Young — 54. 

Absent. — Cai'lton,   Colby,  Elliott,   Griffin,  Malcom,  Absenteea. 
L.  F.  Morgan,  Roth,  Wardwell,  Whedon — 9. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  153 
to  54. 

The  roll  was  called  on  the  adoption  of  the  item  as  Ayes  and  Noea 

IT  T   .■!  i  />  11  called  on  main 

amended,  and  the  vote  was  as  follows :  question. 

Ayes. — Andrews,    Baird,    Bangs,    Barth,    Bartine,   Ayes. 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bristol,  Brooks,  Brown  of  Xew  York, 
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M:ay  S4.  Brown  of  Providence,  Brown  of  Troy,  Bruce,  BuUard, 
NiNCTraNTH  (;ijjj.ijon^  Caruthers,  Castle,  Chambers,  Church,  Clark 
of  New  York,  Clark  of  Western  Virginia,  Clark  of 
Wyoming,  Clifford,  Cobb,  Congdon,  Corkhill,  Corring- 
ton.  Crane,  Crawford,  Cummings,  Curry,  Davidson, 
Denison,  Durbin,  Erwin,  Ferris,  Fiegenbaum,  Foster, 
Gardner,  George,  Golden,  Goodwin,  Gregg,  Griffin, 
Griswold,  Guthrie,  Haines,  Haney,  Harris,  Harrison, 
Hatfield,  Hawley,  Henderson,  Hester,  Hibbard,  Hil- 
liard,  Himebaugh,  Hitchcock,  Holmes,  Houghton,  Hurl- 
burt,  Jervis,  Jewett,  Keeler,  King  of  New  York,  King 
of  Troy,  Koeneke,  Kuhl,  Kynett,  Lawson,  Lindsay, 
Lynch,  M'Combs,  M'Coy,  M'Kenzie,  M'Murray,  Magee, 
Malcom,  Mason,  Merrick,  Miley,  Miller  of  North  In- 
diana, Monroe,  Moody,  Moore,  Mulfinger,  Munsel, 
Nast,  Nelson  of  Central  Ohio,  Nelson  of  Wyoming, 
Nisbet,  Noble,  Norton,  Patten,  Peck  of  California, 
Perry,  Pike,  Pilsbury  of  New  York  East,  Pillsbury  of 
Wisconsin,  Ray,  Raymond,  Reed  of  Detroit,  Reid  of 
East  Genesee,  Reese,  Reeves,  Richards,  Robinson, 
Sherman,  Shinn,  Sinex,  Smith  of  Northwest  Indiana, 
Smith  of  Southeastern  Indiana,  Smith  of  Western 
Iowa,  Starks,  Stewart,  Street,  Terrill,  Thomas, 
Vansant,  Walker,  Waring,  Wentworth,  Whitecar, 
Whiteman,  Wilson  of  Erie,  Wise,  Wood,  Woodruff, 
.    Wright— 129. 

Noes.  Noes. — Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Maine,  Allen  of 

New  England,  Armstrong,  Baker,  Barton,  Bennett, 
Benson,  Bingham,  Blake,  Breckenridge,  Brownscombe, 
Chenoweth,  Cobleigh,  Crary,  Cunningham,  Davis, 
Dempsey,  Dimmitt,  Drummond,  Dustin,  Eddy,  Fisher, 
Foote,  Goode,  Graves,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamlin,  Harden, 
Harlow,  Hill  of  Erie,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Ilobart,  Huff- 
man, Hunter,  Kingsley,  Lemon,  Lowe,  M'Cabe,  Man- 
son,  Miller  of  Nebraska,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  Nesbit, 
Olin,  Owen,  Pearne,  Peck  of  Wyoming,  Penfield,  Per- 
shing, Phelps,  Pilcher,  Poe,  Porter,  Reger,  Reiley, 
Rothweiler,  Shumate,  Smart,  Smith  of  Cincinnati, 
Spahi-,  Stallard,  Strout,  Thomson,  Thurston,  Tippett, 
Trimble,  Twombly,  Wakeley,  Wallace,  Webber,  Whe- 
don.  White  of  Black  River,  White  of  Ohio,  Wilbor  of 
Genesee,  Wilbur  of  Oregon,  Wiley,  Wilson  of  Central 
Ohio,  Young — 80. 
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Absent. — Bannister,  Brice,  Colby,  Elliott,  L.  F.  Mor- 
gan, Roth,  Ward  well — 7. 

The  second  item  of  Report  No.  Ill  was  therefore 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  129  to  80. 

As  a  matter  of  privilege,  the  Chair  presented  the 
following  letter  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  namely : 

Newark,  N.  J.,  May  23,  1864. 

To    THE   General    Conference   of  the   Methodist   Episcopal 
Church  in  session  in  Philadelphia. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America  has  unanimously  adopted  a  resolution  to  spend 
Wednesday  afternoon  next  in  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God  for  past 
mercies,  and  in  prayer  for  his  continued  blessing  on  our  country ;  and 
have  directed  their  permanent  clerlv  to  request  your  body  to  unite 
with  us  in  setting  apart  tlie  same  time  for  that  object. 

William  E.  Schenck, 
Please  reply.  Permanent  Gkrk  of  the  General  Assembly. 

P.  S. — The  General  Assembly  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  has,  by  telegram,  just  agreed  to  unite  with  us  at  the 
time  specified. 


JVtay  S4. 

NiNKTEBNTH 

Day. 
Morning, 
Absentees. 


Letter  from 
the  General 
Assembly  of 
the  Presbyte- 
rian Church. 


In  response  to  which,  on  motion  of  Thomas  M. 
Eddy,  the  following  resolutions  and  letter  were 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  to-morrow  an  afternoon  session, 
commencing  at  half  past  two,  and  that  the  bishop  presiding  be  re- 
quested to  conduct,  at  the  opening  of  said  session,  a  special  service 
of  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God  for  past  mercies,  in  accordance 
with  the  invitation  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  we  adopt  the  following  reply  to  the  fraternal  letter 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  direct  tlie  secretary  to  communicate 
the  same  without  delay  to  that  body : 

Philadelphia,  May  24,  1864.       Eeply. 

To  THE  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the 
United  States  of  America  : 

Brethren, — The  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal    f 
Church  in  the  United  States  has  received  your  fraternal  letter  noti-    ' 
fying  us  of  your  resolution  to  spend  the  afternoon  of  to-morrow 
(Wednesday,  25th  instant)  in  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God  for  past 
mercies,  and  inviting  us  to  unite  with  you  in  a  similar  service  at  the 
same  hour. 

We  have  already  devoted  an  entire  day  to  religious  services  in 
behalf  of  our  nation  since  the  opening  of  our  Conference ;  neverthe- 
less we  recognize  the  open  hand  of  the  Father  of  Mercies,  and  ac- 
knowledge with  you  his  many  blessings  to  us,  to  our  households, 
the  Church,  and  to  our  beloved  country;  dj^  we  accept  your  invita- 
tion and  designate  to-morrow  afternoon' for  a  special  service  of 
thanksgiving,  the  service  to  be  under  the  charge  of  the  bishop  pre- 
Biding. 


Action  of  the 
Conference  in 
the  case. 
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May  3-i. 

KlXETKBXTU 

Day. 
Morning. 

Editor  of  Cliris- 
tian  Advocate 
and  Joornal 
elected. 


Editor  of  Korth- 
em     Christian 
Advocate 
elected. 

Eevisals. 
Report  No.  III. 
Third         item 
witbdrawn. 


Itinerancy. 
Eeport  No.yiI. 


Report  ( 

Boundaries. 


Book  Concern. 
Eeport  No.  XL 


SUte     of     the 
Country. 

Eeport  No.  III. 
Edncation. 


On  motion  of  Davis  W.  Clark,  the  order  of  the  day 
was  taken  up,  and  Conference  proceeded  to  elect  an 
Editor  for  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  and 
for  the  Xorthern  Christian  Advocate. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  tellers  Thomas  E.  Corkhill, 
Morris  D'C.  Crawford,  James  Cunningham,  Aaron 
"Wood,  Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  and  Nathan  Shumate.  A 
ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate 
and  Journal,  and  the  tellers  retired  to  coimt  the  vote. 

On  motion  of  Freeborn  G.  Hibbard,  Jesse  T.  Peck 
was  elected  Editor  of  the  Xorthera  Christian  Advocate 
by  acclamation. 

The  consideration  of  Report  Xo.  Ill  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals  was  resumed,  and  the  third  item, 
relating  to  Depositions,  was  withdrawn. 

On  motion  of  John  M.  Reid,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  Repoi-t  Xo.  ni  from  the  Committee  on  Revi- 
sals was  laid  on  the  table,  and  committees  were  called 
for  the  presentation  of  reports. 

John  M.  Reid,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itin- 
erancy, presented  Report  Xo,  VII,  relating,  1.  To 
property  in  Vermilion  County,  Illinois ;  2.  To  the  case 
of  I.  X,  M'Abee,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference ;  3,  To 
a  Manual  of  Methodism ;  and,  4,  To  a  change  of  the 
Restrictive  Rule  allowing  each  Conference,  however 
small,  at  least  two  Delegates, 

Richard  Haney,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  presented  a  Report,  describing  the  bound- 
aries of  all  the  Annual  Conferences, 

Charles  B.  Tippett,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern,  presented  Report  Xo,  XI,  relating, 
1.  To  the  Book  Concern  at  Xew  York;  2,  To  the 
Western  Book  Concern  ;  3.  To  the  Xorthern  Christian 
Advocate;  4,  To  Authority  to  the  Agents  to  purchase 
Real  Estate,  if  necessary;  5.  To  the  Eastern  Book 
Committee ;  and,  6,  To  the  Western  Book  Committee. 

Joseph  Cummings,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  State  of  the  Country,  presented  Report  No,  III, 
relating  to  National  Affairs. 

Frederick  Merrick,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Education,  presented  a  Report  relating  to  the  Educa- 
tional Interests  of  the  Church. 
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Edward  Thomson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on    Miay  Q4. 
Lay  Delegation,  presented  a  Report  on  that  subject.  dat. 

George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the      doming. 
Christian    and    Sanitary    Commissions,    presented    a    sanitary  Com- 
Report  on  the  interests  of  those  organizations.  missions. 

David  Patten,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Centenary     of 

'  T        T->  •  Methodism. 

Centenary  of  Methodism,  presented  a  Report  relatmg 
to  that  subject. 

Freeborn    G.    Hibbard,    from    the    Committee    on  Revision      of 
Revision  of  the  Ritual,  presented  Report  No.  V,  com-  Report  No.  v. 
prising,  1.  An  Order  for  the  Administration  of  the 
Lord's  Supper;  2.  The  Form  of  Consecrating  a  Bishop ; 
3.  The  Form  of  Ordaining  Elders  ;  and,  4.  The  Form 
of  Ordaining  Deacons. 

The  foregoing  Reports  were  received  without  read- 
ing, and  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

James   Hill,   Secretary   of  the   Committee   to   Try    A^pTiL***  R**e" 
Appeals,  presented  the  following  Report,  to  be  entered    p*>'*- 
upon  the  Journal : 

The  Committee  of  Appeals  beg  leave  to  report,  in  part,  as  foUows : 
Henry  T.  Johns,  an  appellant  from  the  Troy  Annual  Conference,    HenryT.  Johns, 
was  expelled  by  the  action  of  said  Conference,  on  a  charge  of  im- 
morality, from  the  ministry  and  membership  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  case,  the  Committee  affirmed 
the  decision  of  the  Conference. 

A.  P.  Allen,  an  appellant  from  the  "Wisconsin  Annual  Conference,    ^  P-  Allen, 
was  expelled  by  the  action  of  said  Conference,  on  a  charge  of  im- 
morality, from  the  ministry  and  membership  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

The  Committee,  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  case,  remanded 
it  for  a  new  trial.  • 

David  Sherman,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ex-  Expenses  of 
penses  of  Delegates,  presented  a  Report,  and  it  was 
recommitted,  with  instructions  to  report  the  amounts 
received  from  the  Conferences  severally,  the  expenses 
of  each  delegation,  and  the  surplus  or  deficiency  in 
each  case. 

The  tellers  reported  the  result  of  the  ballot  cast  for  Ballot  for  Edi- 

_,.  r.    11  1  -rrri       i  ,  ,.  tor    of     ChrlS- 

Jiiditor   as  lollows,  namely:  Whole  number  of  votes    tian  Advocate 
cast,  199.     Necessary  to  a  choice,  100. 

Daniel  Curry  received  143  votes,  and  was  declared  Daniel    Cnrry 

elected* 

duly   elected  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and 
Journal. 

The  Chair  appointed  Jesse  T.  Peck  Chairman  of  the 

14 


210 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


[1864. 


nwbtkknth 
Day. 

Morning. 

Soport  on   the 
Bible  Cause. 


Beport  on  Cor- 
reepondenco 
with     other 
Method  istic 
bodies. 


Committee    on 
Communica- 
tion  of   Local 
Preachers'  As- 
sociation. 

Cborch  Music. 


Church  Exten- 
sion. 


Deputation  to 
the  Evangeli- 
ealAssociatlon. 


ConCsrenee  ad- 
journed. 


Committee  on  the  Pastoral  Address  instead  of  Calvin 
Kingsley. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  the  vote  adopting  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bible  Cause  was 
reconsidered,  and  the  Report  was  recommitted. 

Edward  Thomson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence,  presented  Replies  to  the  Addresses 
from  the  Irish  Conference,  from  the  Conference  of  the 
Wesleyan  Church  in  Canada,  and  from  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Can- 
ada, and  they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  Committees : 

Committee  on  the  Communication  from  the  Na- 
tional Local  Preachers'  Association :  Gardner  Baker, 
Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,  Kiram  Norton. 

Committee  onChurch  Music :  Thomas  Carlton,  Luke 
Hitchcock,  John  Lanahan,  James  Pike,  Isaac  S.  Bing- 
ham. 

Committee  on  Church  Extension:  Edwin  E.  Gris- 
wold,  Alpha  J.  Kynett,  Samuel  C.  Thomas,  Miner 
Raymond,  Barzillai  N.  Spahr,  David  L.  Dempsey, 
Reuben  Nelson. 

Deputation  to  the  Evangdical  Association :  William 
Nast,  Philip  Kuhl,  George  Mulfinger. 

By  unanimous  consent,  Robert  M.  Hatfield  offered 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
cider  and  report  on  the  propriety  of  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  II, 
chap,  i,  §  3.  quest.  5,  ans.  12,  after  the  question,  "What  is  the  num- 
ber of  church  members?"  the  question,  "How  many  of  them  are 
males  over  twenty-one  years  of  age?"  so  that  this  item  of  statistics 
may  henceforth  be  furnished  by  the  Annual  Conferences. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  this  after- 
noon at  three  o'clock. 

After  the  Doxology  was  sung,  the  Benediction  was 
pronounced  by  Chauncey  Hobart. 


^Vt^moon.  TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  24. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop 
Morris  in  the  chair. 

At  precisely  three  o'clock  the  services  on  the  occa- 
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sion  of  the  ordination  of  the  recently-elected  bishops    ^^»y  ®^- 
were  introduced  by  Rev.  Charles  Elliott,  D.D.,  who         pay. 
read  the  213th  Hymn  :  Afumotyn. 

"Draw  near,  0  Son  of  God,  draw  near; 

Us  with  thy  flaming  eye  behold; 
Still  in  thy  Church  do  thou  appear, 

And  let  our  candlestick  be  gold. 

"  Still  hold  the  stars  in  thy  right  hand, 

And  let  them  in  thy  luster  glow, — 
The  lights  of  a  benighted  land, 

The  angels  of  thy  Church  below. 

"Make  good  their  apostolic  boast; 

Their  high  commission  let  them  prove; 
Be  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 

And  tilled  with  faith,  and  hope,  and  love. 

"Give  them  an  ear  to  hear  thy  word; 

Thou  speakest  to  the  churches  now ; 
And  let  all  tongues  confess  their  Lord, — 

Let  every  knee  to  Jesus  bow." 

The  hymn  was  sung,  after  which  Rev.  George  Peck, 
D.D.,  led  the  devotions  of  the  Conference  and  congre- 
gation in  an  appropriate  prayer. 

The  services  were  continued  by  Rev.  William  H. 
Goode,  who  read  the  206th  Hymn : 

"Let  Zion's  watchmen  all  awake. 

And  take  the'  alarm  thej'  give; 
Now  let  them  from  the  mouth  of  Grod 

Their  awful  charge  receive. 

"'Tis  not  a  cause  of  small  import, 

The  pastor's  care  demands; 
But  what  might  fill  an  angel's  heart, 

And  tilled  a  Saviour's  hands. 

"  They  watch  for  souls  for  which  the  Lord 

Did  heavenly  bliss  forego; 
For  souls,  which  must  forever  live 

In  raptures,  or  in  woe. 

"May  they  in  Jesus,  whom  they  preach. 

Their  own  Redeemer  see; 
And  watch  thou  dayly  o'er  their  souls. 

That  they  may  watch  for  thee." 

After  the  hymn  was  sung,  the  Collect  for  the  occa- 
sion was  read  by  Bishop  Morris,  the  Epistle  by  Bishop 
Simpson,  and  the  Gospel  by  Bishop  Baker. 

Rev.  Randolph  S.  Foster,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  George 
Webber,  D.D.,  presented  Rev.  Davis  W.  Clark,  D.D. 

Rev.  Jesse  T.  Peck,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  Leonard  B.  Gur- 
ley  presented  Rev.  Edward  Thomson,  D.D. 
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Rev.' Samuel  Y.  Monroe  and  Rev.  Moses  Hill  pre- 
sented Rev.  Calvin  Kingsley,  D.D. 

The  Charge  was  read,  and  the  Examination  was  con- 
ducted by  Bishop  Morris. 

The  Veni  Creator  Spiritus  and  Prayer  were  con- 
ducted by  Bishop  Scott. 

The  Imposition  of  Hands  and  Presentation  ot  the 
Bible  were  conducted  by  Bishop  Janes,  assisted  by  the 
other  bishops. 

The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  then  ad- 
ministered to  the  bishops  and  members  of  the  Con- 
ference, Bishop  Janes  conducting  the  services. 

Bishop  Ames  offered  the  concluding  Prayer  and 
pronounced  the  Benediction. 

And  thus.  Rev.  Davis  Wasgatt  Clark,  D.D.,  Rbv. 
Edward  Thomson,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  Calvin  Kingsley, 
D.D.,  were  severally  ordained  and  set  apart  to  the  office 
and  work  of  Bishops  or  Superintendents  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
At  the  close  of  these  services,  on  motion.  Conference 

adjourned. 

The  Doxology  was  sung,  after  which  the  Benedic- 
tion was  pronounced  by  Bishop  Morris. 

WEDNESDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  25. 

Conference  met  this  morning  at  half  past  eight 
o'clock,  Bishop  Simpson  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
George  W.  Breckenridge,  of  the  North  Ohio  Confer- 
ence. . 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  mornmg  and  afternoon  was 

read  and  approved. 

James  Hill  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  vote  on 
questions  taken  by  ayes  and  noes  yesterday;  and  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  Freeborn  G.  Hibbard  he 
voted  Aye,  and  on  the  adoption  of  the  item  No. 

Caleb  D.  Pillsbury  voted  No  on  the  foregoing  amend- 
ment, and  Aye  on  the  main  question.  - 

Albert  Church,  Daniel  Cobb,  and  William  F.  Wilson 
voted  Aye  on  both  the  amendment  and  the  mam  ques- 
tion, and  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  correct  the 
vote  accordingly. 


1864.] 


Journal  of  the   General  Conference. 


218 


John  B.  Foote  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  busi- 
ness, to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  Report  No.  V  of 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Daniel  Curry  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  the  order 
of  business  be  indefinitely  postponed;  and  that  the 
bishops  be  requested  and  authorized  to  bring  forward 
such  matters  as  now  lie  on  the  table,  in  such  order  as 
to  them  may  seem  best ;  and  that  the  time  allowed  to 
speakers  be  changed  from  fifteen  minutes  to  five  min- 
utes. A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  and 
the  vote  taken  on  each  separately,  and  both  were 
adopted. 

The  following  invitations  were  received : 

Mint  op  the  United  States,  May  24,  1864. 

To  THE  PBEsromG  Officer  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 

The  director  of  the  Mint  takes  pleasure  in  extending  an  invitation 
to  the  members  of  the  Conference,  to  witness  the  operations  of  coin- 
age, on  any  day  that  may  be  convenient,  either  as  a  body  or  individ- 
ually. The  most  suitable  time  of  day  is  between  nine  and  twelve 
o'clock.        Yours  most  truly,  James  Pollock,  Director. 

Penn.  Training  School  for  Feeble-minded  Children, 
Media,  Del.  Co.,  May  19,  1864. 

To  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church  : 

Reverend  and  Dear  Sirs  : — At  a  meeting  of  the  Household 
Committee  of  this  Institution,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Superintend- 
ent be  instructed  to  invite  the  Conference  to  visit  the  school. 

It  will  afford  especial  pleasure  to  those  connected  with  the  insti- 
tution to  receive  and  interest  any  of  the  members  during  their  so- 
journ in  the  city. 

Exhibitions  of  pupils  on  Thursday  afternoons.  Cars  leave 
Thirty-first  and  Market  streets  at  half  past  two  o'clock  P.  M.  Re- 
turning at  forty  minutes  past  five  o'clock  P.  M. 

Respectfully,  Isaac  N.  Kerlin,  Supt 

On  motion  of  Jesse  T.  Peck,  the  Conference  tend- 
ered thanks  for  the  courtesy,  and  accepted  the  invi- 
tations. 

George  Peck  presented  the  appeal  of  Welcome 
Smith,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  to  Try 
Appeals. 

Randolph  S.  Foster  presented  the  credentials  of 
Archibald  C.  Foss,  a  reserve  delegate  from  New  York 
"  Conference,  and  he  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  this  body 
and  assigned  to  the  several  committees  instead  of 
Davis  W.  Clark,  whose  place  is  vacated  by  his  ordina- 
tion to  the  office  of  a  bishop. 
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On  motion  of  John  M.  Reed,  the  vote  adopting 
the  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  British  Confer- 
ence was  reconsidered,  and  the  Reply  was  recom- 
mitted. 

The  bishops  took  from  the  table  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  considered  item 
by  item. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  the  bishops  were  re- 
quested to  make  such  suggestions  as  they  may  desire 
pending  the  consideration  of  this  report. 

On  motion  of  Richard  Haney,  so  much  of  the  report 
as  proposes  to  organize  the  State  of  Arkansas  into  a 
Conference  was  struck  out. 

The  boundaries  of  the  following  Conferences  were 
then  adopted,  namely:  Baltimore,  Black  River,  Cali- 
fornia, Central  Illinois,  Central  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  Col- 
orado, Detroit,  East  Baltimore,  East  Genesee,  East 
Maine,  and  Erie. 

On  motion  of  Barzillai  N.  Spahr,  so  much  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  as  relates  to  the  organization 
of  the  Idaho  Conference  was  struck  out. 

The  report  concerning  the  Genesee  Conference,  the 
Mission  Conference  of  Germany  and  Switzerland,  the 
Illinois,  Indiana,  India  Mission,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Ken- 
tucky, Liberia,  Maine,  Michigan,  and  Minnesota  Con- 
ferences, was  adopted. 

The  report  in  relation  to  the  Missouri  Conference  was 
amended  so  as  to  call  it  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
Conference,  and  to  include  the  states  of  Missouri  and 
Arkansas. 

The  report  relating  to  Nebraska,  Nevada,  Newark, 
New  England,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New 
York,  New  York  East,  North  Indiana,  North  Ohio, 
Northwest  Indiana,  Northwest  Wisconsin,  Ohio,  Onei- 
da Conferences,  was  adopted. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  so  much  of  the  re- 
port as  delates  to  Oregon,  Richard  Haney  moved 
as  a  substitute  to  insert  the  boundaries  of  Oregon 
Conference  as  they  are  described  now  in  the  Disci-^ 

pline.  . 

Thomas  H.  Pearne  moved  to  amend  the  substitute 
by  including  the  Idaho  Territory  ;  but,  on  motion  of 
William  M'K.  Hester,  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the 
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table,  and  the   substitute  was  then  withdrawn,  after    May  ss. 
which  the  i-eport  concerning  the  Oregon  Conference         dat. 
was  adopted.  Momimj. 

The  report  relating  to  the  boundaries  of  the  Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh,  Providence,  Rock  River,  South- 
eastern Indiana,  and  Southern  Illinois  Conferences, 
was  adopted. 

The   item  relating  to  the  boundaries  of  Troy  Con-  Tbot. 
ference  was  read,  and  John   H.  Twombly  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "  Burlington,"  and 
transposing   the    words   "  and "    and    "  Plattsburgh." 

Pending  the  discussion  Robert  E.  Guthrie  moved 
the  previous  question,  but  the  motion  was  not 
sustained. 

At  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  discussion  Lucius  H. 
King  moved  the  previous  question,  and  the  motion 
was  sustained,  and  the  amendment  prevailed  by  a 
vote  of  99  to  81,  and  the  item  as  amended  was 
adopted. 

The  report  relating  to  the  Upper  Iowa  Conference  UppkbIowa. 
was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  David  IST.  Smith,  the  fol- 
lowing substitute  was  adopted  : 

The  Upper  Iowa  Couference  shall  be  bounded  as  follows,  namely : 
"  Beginninfj  at  the  Northeast  corner  of  the  state  ;  thence  down  the 
Mississippi  River  to  Davenport ;  thence  westward  by  the  line  of 
the  Iowa  Conference  to  the  Southeast  corner  of  Story  County; 
thence  due  North  to  the  state  line ;  thence  East  along  the  state 
line  to  the  place  of  beginning." 

The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Ver- 
mont Conference  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Western   Dm  Monm. 
Iowa  Conference  was  read,  when  Daviel  N.  Smith  of- 
fered the  following  substitute ;   and,  after  a  motion  by 
Edmund  H.  Waring  to  strike  out  "  Des  Moines  "  had 
failed,  the  substitute  was  adopted  : 

The  Des  Moines  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the 
state  of  Iowa  not  included  in  the  Iowa  and  the  Upper  Iowa  Con- 
ferences. 

So  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  Western  Vir- 
ginia, West  Wisconsin,  and  Wisconsin  Conferences 
was  adopted. 

So  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  Wyoming 
Conference  being  under  consideration,  Freeborn  G. 
Hibbard  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the  word 
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Miay  25. 

TWINTIKTH 
DAT. 

Mominn. 


"  Susquehanna "  the  words  "  except  that  part  now 
included  in  the  Troy  District  of  the  Genesee  Confer- 
ence :"  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail,  and  the  item 
was  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  first,  second,  and  third  resolutions 
of  the  report  were  severally  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Isaac  Owen,  the  report  Avas  amended 
by  adding  a  resolution  authorizing  the  California  and 
Nevada  Conferences  to  hold  their  next  session  togeth- 
er; after  which  the  report  of  the  committee  as 
amended,  and  as  a  whole,  with  accompanying  resolu- 
tions, was  adopted,  as  follows  : 


^ART  III.— TEMPORAL  ECONOMY. 
Chap.  I.  Of  the  Boundaries  op  the  Annual  Conferences. 

BALTMOaB,  BALTIMORE   CONPEKENCE. 

1.  Baltimore  Conference  shall  be  composed  of  the  Baltimore, 
Washington,  Potomac,  Winchester,  Rockingham,  Roanoke,  and 
Lewisburgh  Districts,  as  they  existed  at  the  adjournment  of  1857, 
the  line  through  the  city  of  Baltimore  being  the  following,  namely : 
Leaving  the  line  of  the  Patapsco  River  and  Jones'  Falls  at  Monu- 
ment-street, and  along  that  street  to  Eutaw- street,  down  Eutaw- 
street  to  Ross-street;  thence  along  Ross-street  to  Dolphin-street; 
thence  along  Dolphin-street  to  Grundy-street ;  out  Grundy-street 
to  the  City  line,  and  along  the  line  of  the  City  Corporation  to  Jones' 
Falls ;  Emory  and  Whatcoat  Stations  being  exceptions,  and  belonging 
to  East  Baltimore  Conference. 

BULCxRiTra.  BLACK   KIVER   CONFERENCE. 

2.  Black  River  Conference  shall  include,  together  with  Rose  Cir- 
cuit, that  part  of  the  State  of  New  York  west  of  Troy  Conference 
not  embraced  in  the  East  Genesee  Conference,  as  far  south  as  the 
Erie  Canal,  and  all  the  societies  on  the  immediate  banks  of  the 
canal,  except  Utica,  Canastota,  Montezuma,  and  Port  Byron. 

CALIFORNIA    CONFERENCE. 

3.  California  Conference  shall  embrace  all  of  the  State  of  California 
lying  west  of  the  western  summit  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains, 
and  also  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Geb-  central  GERMAN  CONFERENCE. 

4.  Central  German  Conference  shall  comprise  the  German  work 
at  present  connected  with  the  Cincinnati,  North  Ohio,  and  Southeast- 
em  Indiana  Conferences. 
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Ii/-  CENTRAL  ILLINOIS   CONFERENCE. 

5.  Central  Illinois  Conference  shall  embrace  all  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  north  of  the  Illinois  Conference  and  south  of  the 
following  line,  namely :  Beginning  on  the  Mississippi  River  at  Mere- 
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dosia,  down  said  Meredosia  to  its  mouth ;  thence  easterly  to  Center 
School-house,  so  as  to  embrace  Center  Society,  in  Central  Illinois 
Conference ;  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Mud  Creek,  on  Green  River ; 
up  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  Coal  Creek ;  thence  up  said  creek  to 
the  Rock  Island  and  Chicago  Railroad ;  thence  with  said  railroad  to 
Lasalle ;  thence  with  Illinois  River  to  the  mouth  of  Kankakee  River ; 
thence  with  said  river  to  the  Indiana  State  line,  so  as  to  embrace 
the  city  of  Peru,  Lasalle  Station,  and  Utica. 


Twentieth 

DAT. 

Morning. 


CENTRAL   OHIO   CONFERENCE.  Centbal  Omo. 

6.  Central  Ohio  Conference  shall  be  bounded  by  a  line  commenc- 
ing at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  State  of  Ohio;  thence  east  by 
the  north  line  of  the  State  to  a  point  north  of  the  mouth  of  Sandusky 
River;  thence  south  to  the  mouth  of  Sandusky  River,  excluding 
Port  Clinton  Circuit ;  thence  up  said  river  to  Upper  Sandusky,  ex- 
cluding TiflBn  City,  and  including  Fremont  and  Upper  Sandusky; 
thence  along  the  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne,  and  Chicago  Railroad  to 
Crestline,  including  Bucyrus  Station  and  Crestline;,  thence  along 
the  Cleveland,  Columbus,  and  Cmcinnati  Railroad,  by  the  curve,  to 
Delaware,  leaving  Cardington  and  Galion  in  Central  Ohio  Confer- 
ence, and  so  much  of  the  town  of  Delaware  as  lies  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Olentangy  River,  in  North  Ohio  Conference ;  thence  along  the 
said  railroad  to  the  north  line  of  the  Oliio  Conference ;  thence  west 
along  the  north  line  of  tlie  Ohio  and  Cincinnati  Conferences  to  the 
west  line  of  the  State,  thence  north  along  the  west  line  of  the  State 
to  the  place  of  beginning. 

CINCINNATI   CONFERENCE.  CracnoiATi. 

7.  Cincinnati  Conference  shall  commence  at  the  mouth  of  Ohio 
Brush  Creek,  and  shall  be  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Ohio  River, 
and  on  the  west  by  the  Indiana  State  line  to  the  southern  bounds 
of  the  Central  Ohio  Conference,  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Dark 
County ;  thence  easterly  along  said  line,  so  as  to  exclude  the  Sidney 
and  Delaware  Districts  of  the  Central  Ohio  Conference,  to  the  bound- 
ary of  the  Ohio  Conference  at  its  junction  with  the  southern  line 
of  the  Central  Ohio  Conference ;  thence  in  a  southeasterly  direction 
with  said  western  line  of  the  Ohio  Conference  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning. 

COLORADO   CONFERENCE.  Colokado 

8.  Colorado  Conference  shall  include  the  Territory  or  State  of 
Colorado. 

DELAWARE   CONFERENCE.  Dblawaee. 

9.  Delaware  Conference  of  Colored  Members  shall  embrace  the 
territory  north  and  west  of  the  Washington  Conference. 

DES    MOINES    CONFERENCE.  Dk  MoDiM. 

10.  Des  Moines  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Iowa  not  included  in  the  Iowa  and  the  Upper  Iowa  Conferences. 


DETROIT   CONFERENCE. 

11.  Detroit  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  lying  east  of  the  principal  meridian  line,  and  also  the  upper 
peninsula. 


DxTBorr. 
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12.  East  Baltimore  Conference  shall  embrace  the  territory  be- 
longing to  the  Baltimore  Conference  previous  to  its  division  in  1857 
not  included  in  the  present  bounds  of  the  Baltimore  Conference, 
excepting  Asbur)^  and  Orchard-street  Station,  and  Baltimore  City 
Mission  and  Finchburgh  Church,  which  shall  belong  to  the  Baltimore 
Conference,  and  including  Laporte  Circuit. 


EastGkneseb.  east   GENESEE  CONFERENCE. 

1 3.  East  Genesee  Conference  shall  contain  all  that  part  of  the 
State  of  New  York  west  of  the  Black  River,  Oneida,  and  Wyoming 
Conferences,  and  east  of  Genesee  River,  including  the  whole  of  the 
city  of  Rochester,  together  with  so  much  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania  as  is  included  in  the  Troy  District. 

East  Maikk.  EAST  MAINE   CONFERENCE. 

14.  East  Maine  Conference  shall  embrace  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Maine  not  included  in  the  Maine  Conference. 


Emi.  ERIE   CONFERENCE. 

15.  Erie  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  Lake  Erie; 
on  the  east  by  a  line  commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Cattaraugns 
Creek ;  thence  np  said  creek  to  the  village  of  Gowanda,  leaving  said 
village  in  the  Genesee  Conference;  thence  to  the  Alleghany  River 
at  the  mouth  of  Tunungwant  Creek ;  thence  up  said  creek  southward 
to  the  ridge  dividing  between  the  waters  of  Clarion  and  Sinnema- 
honing  Creeks ;  thence  southward  to  the  head  of  Mahoning  Creek ; 
thence  down  said  creek,  exclusive  of  the  Milton  Society,  but  includ- 
ing Finley  Society  in  the  Punxsutawny  Circuit,  and  Putneyville  in 
the  Bethlehem  Circuit,  to  the  Alleghany  River;  theuce  across  said 
river  in  a  noithwesterly  direction  to  the  Western  Reserve  Line,  in- 
cluding the  north  part  of  Butler  County  and  Newcastle,  and  also 
including  Petersburgh ;  thence  west  to  the  Ohio  Canal ;  thence  along 
said  canal  to  Lake  Erie,  including  Akron  and  all  of  Cleveland  lying 
east  of  the  Cuyahoga  River. 

Gkkbseb.  GENESEE   CONFERENCE. 

16.  Genesee  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  State  of 
New  York  west  of  the  East  Genesee  Conference,  except  so  much 
as  is  embraced  in  the  Erie  Conference,  and  also  so  much  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  as  is  embraced  in  the  Olean  District. 


GlRMART    AKD 

SWITZERLAITD. 


MISSION  CONFERENCE   OF   GERMANY  AND  SWITZERLAND. 

17.  There  shall  be  an  Annual  Conference  in  Germany,  to  be  de- 
nominated the  Mission  Conference  of  Germany  and  Switzerland, 
embracing  also  the  missions  in  France  and  Switzerland  where  the 
German  language  is  spoken,  which  Conference  shall  possess  all  the 
rights,  powers,  and  privileges  of  other  Annual  Conferences,  except- 
ing that  of  sending  delegates  to  the  General  Conference,  and  of 
drawing  its  annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern 
and  the  Chartered  Fund,  and  of  voting  on  constitutional  changes 
proposed  in  the  Discipline. 
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ILLINOIS    CONPEBENCE.  »Iay  S5. 

TWENTTBTH 

18.  Illinois  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  Illinois  not  in-  Dat. 
eluded  in  the  Southern  Illinois  Conference  south  of  the  following       Morning. 
line,  namely :  Beginning  at  Warsaw  on  the  Mississippi  River ;  thence    Illimois. 

to  Vermont;  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Spoon  River;  thence  up  the 
Illinois  River  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Mason  County;  thence  to 
the  junction  of  the  Central  and  the  Alton  and  Chicago  Railroads, 
leaving  Mackinaw  Circuit  in  the  Central  Illinois  Conference;  thence 
to  the  southwest  corner  of  Iroquois  County ;  thence  east  to  the  In- 
diana State  line,  leaving  the  "Western  charge  in  Bloomington  in  the 
Central  lUinois  Conference. 

INDIA   MISSION   CONFERENCE.  Iwbia  MiBSiOS. 

19.  There  shall  be  an  Annual  Conference  in  the  northwest  prov- 
inces of  India,  to  be  denominated  the  India  Mission  Annual  Con- 
ference, embracing  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Oude,  and  the  country 
of  Rohilcund  on  the  west  of  Oude,  and  l.ving  between  the  river 
Ganges  on  the  south  and  the  Himalaya  Mountains  on  the  north, 
which  Conference  sliall,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  presiding  bishop, 
possess  all  the  rights,  powers,  and  privileges  of  otlier  Annual 
Conferences,  excepting  that  of  sending  delegates  to  General  Con- 
ference, and  of  drawing  its  annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the 
Book  Concern  and  Chartered  Fund,  and  of  voting  on  constitutional 
changes  proposed  in  the  Discipline. 

INDIANA    CONEEKENCE.  Iotiaka. 

20.  Indiana  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  follows,  namely: 
Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Silver  Creek,  on  the  Ohio  River ;  thence 
with  the  said  creek  to  the  Jefifersonville  Railroad ;  thence  by  said  rail- 
road to  Rockford ;  thence  by  the  east  fork  of  White  River  to  Colum- 
bus ;  thence  by  the  Madison  and  Indianapolis  Railroad  to  Franklin ; 
thence  by  the  Plank  Road  to  the  blufl's  of  While  River;  thence 
north  by  said  river  to  the  Donation  Line  of  Indianapolis ;  thence 
east  by  said  line  to  Meridian-street ;  thence  north  by  said  street  to 
its  intersection  mth  Market-street;  thence  west  by  Market-street 
to  tlie  Donation  Line ;  thence  south  by  said  Donation  Line  to  the 
National  Road ;  thence  by  th^  National  Road  west  to  the  Green- 
castle  State  Road,  one  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Stilesville;  thence 
with  the  said  State  Road  to  the  town  plat  of  Greencastle ;  thence 
due  south  to  Seminary-street,  including  Simpson  Chapel,  in  Green- 
castle, together  with  lot  No.  153;  thence  due  south  to  the  southern 
border  of  the  College  grounds,  upon  a  line  equally  dividing  the 
College  Campus  and  building;  thence  due  west  to  the  Walnut  fork 
of  Eel  River:  thence  down  said  river  to  its  intersection  with  the 
National  Road;  thence  with  said  road  to  the  western  line  of  the 
State,  including  all  the  towns  on  the  National  Road  west  of  Indian- 
apolis, in  the  Indiana  Conference,  except  Terre  Haute;  thence  by 
the  State  line  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash  River;  thence  by  the 
State  line  to  the  mouth  of  Silver  Creek,  the  place  of  beginning. 


IOWA    CONFERENCE. 

21.  Iowa  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  follows,  namely:  Com- 
mencing at  Davenport,  on  the  Mississippi  River;  thence  down  said 
river  to  the  south  line  of  the  State  of  Iowa ;  thence  west  along  said 
State  line  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Appanoose  County;  thence 
north  to  the  south  side  of  Marshall  County,  leaving  the  town  of 
Knoxville  in  the  Iowa  Conference ;  thence  along  the  south  line  of 
Marshall  County  due  east  to  the  Iowa  River ;  thence  down  said  river 
to  Iowa  City ;  thence  along  the  railroad  to  Davenport,  leaving  Daven- 
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port  and  Iowa  City  in  the  Upper  Iowa  Conference,  and  all  inter- 
mediate places  in  the  Iowa  Conference. 

KANSAS    CONFEKKNCE. 

22.  Kansas  Conference  shall  embrace  the  State  of  Kansas. 

KENTUCKY    CONFERENCE. 

23.  Kentucky  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
excepting  so  much  of  said  State  as  is  embraced  in  the  West  Vir- 
ginia Conference. 

LIBEEIA    CONFEEENCE. 

24.  There  shall  be  an  Annual  Conference  on  the  "Western  Coast 
of  Africa,  to  be  denominated  the  Liberia  Mission  Annual  Conference, 
possessing  all  the  rights,  powers,  and  privileges  of  other  Annual 
Conferences,  except  that  of  sending  delegates  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence, and  of  drawing  its  annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the  Book 
Concern  and  of  the  Chartered  Fund,  and  of  voting  on  constitutional 
changes  proposed  in  the  Discipline. 

MAINE   CONFEEENCE. 

25.  Maine  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of  Maine 
lying  west  of  the  Kennebeck  River,  from  its  mouth  to  the  Great 
Bend  below  Skowhegan,  and  of  a  line  running  from  thence  north  to 
the  State  line,  (including  Skowhegan  and  Augusta  Stations  in  Maine 
Conference,)  and  that  part  of  New  Hampshire  lying  east  of  the 
White  Hills  and  north  of  the  waters  of  the  Ossipee  Lake  and  the 
town  of  Gorham. 

MICHIGAN    CONFERENCE. 

26.  Michigan  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  lying  in  the  lower  Peninsula  west  of  the  principal  merid- 
ian line. 

MINNESOTA    CONFERENCE. 

2*7.  Minnesota  Conference  shall  embrace  the  State  of  Minnesota. 


Mbsoitel  MISSOURI   AND   ARKANSAS    CONFERENCE. 

28.  Missouri  and  Arkansas  Conference  shall  embrace  the  States 
of  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 


Nkbraska.  NEBRASKA     CONFERENCE. 

29.  Nebraska  Conference  shall  embrace  the  Territory  or  State  of 
Nebraska. 

NXVASA.  NEVADA     CONFERENCE. 

30.  Nevada  Conference  shall  be  bounded  west  by  the  west  sum- 
mit of  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains,  embracing  all  of  Nevada  and 
Utah  Territories,  and  that  part  of  New  Mexico  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 

Nkwakk.  NEWARK   CONFERENCE. 

31.  Newark  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  not  included  in  the  New  Jersey  Conference;  Staten 
Island,  and  so  much  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  as 
is  now  included  in  the  Paterson  and  Newton  Districts,  excepting 
Sloatsburgh  Church  and  Narrowsburgh  Station. 


1864.1 


Journal  of  the   General  Conference. 


22X 


NEW    ENGLAND    CONFEEENCE. 


]VIay  35. 

twentietu 
Day. 

32.  New  England  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  of  Mas-        Morning. 
eachusetts  lying  east  of  the  Green  Mountains  not  embraced  in  the    new  England. 
New  Hampshire  and  Providence  Conferences. 

NEW    HAMPSHIRE    CONFEKENCE.  ^"^       Hamp- 

SUIBI. 

33.  New  Hampshire  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  not  embraced  in  the  Maine  Conference,  and  that  part  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  northeast  of  the  Merrimac  River. 

NEW   JERSEY    CONFERENCE.  N«w  Jbeskt. 

34.  New  Jersey  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  lying  south  of  the  following  line,  namely :  Beginning 
with  Raritan  Bay,  and  running  up  said  bay  and  river  to  New  Bruns- 
wick ;  thence  along  the  turnpike  road  in  a  direct  line  to  Lambert- 
ville,  on  the  Delaware,  including  the  City  of  New  Brunswick  and 
Lambertville  Station. 

NEW   YORK    CONFERENCE.  Nkw  Yobk. 

35.  New  York  Conference  shall  consist  of  the  territory  now  in- 
cluded in  the  New  York,  Poughkeepsie,  Newburgh,  Prattsville, 
Ellenville,  and  Rhinebeck  Districts. 


NEW   YORK    EAST    CONFERENCE. 

36.  New  York  East  Conference  shall  consist  of  the  New  York 
East,  the  Bridgeport,  New  Haven,  and  Long  Island  Districts,  in- 
cluding in  the  City  of  New  York  all  those  charges  lying  east  of  a  line 
running  through  the  Third  Avenue,  Bowery,  Chatham- street,  and 
Broadway. 

NORTH   INDIANA   CONFERENCE. 

31.  North  Indiana  Conference  shall  include  all  of  Northeastern 
Indiana  bounded  north  by  Michigan,  east  by  Ohio,  including  Union 
City ;  south  by  the  National  Road,  and  west  by  the  Michigan  Road 
as  far  north  as  South  Bend ;  thence  down  St.  Joseph  River  to  the 
Michigan  State  line ;  also  the  Town  of  Logansport,  all  towns  on  the 
National  Road  east  of  Indianapolis,  and  so  much  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis within  the  Donation  as  lies  north  of  Market-street  and 
east  of  Meridian-street. 

NORTH    OHIO    CONFERENCE. 

38.  North  Ohio  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
north  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  east  by  the  Erie  and  Pittsburgh  Con- 
ferences, on  the  south  by  the  Ohio  Conference,  and  on  the  west  by 
the  Central  Ohio  Conference. 

NORTHWESTERN    GERMAN   CONFERENCE. 

39.  The  Northwestern  German  Conference  shall  comprise  the 
German  work  at  present  connected  with  the  Rock  River  and  Min- 
nesota Conferences,  and  the  Galena  District  of  the  Upper  Iowa  Con- 
ference. 

NORTHWEST   INDIANA    CONFERENCE. 

40.  Northwest  Indiana  Conference  shall  embrace  all  of  Northwest 
Indiana  bounded  north  by  the  State  and  Lake  of  Michigan,  east  hj 
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the  Michigan  Road  and  St.  Joseph  River,  south  by  Indiana  Confer- 
ence, and  west  by  the  State  of  lUinois ;  also  the  City  of  Terre  Haute, 
with  so  much  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis  within  the  Donation  as  lies 
north  of  Market-street  and  west  of  Meridian-street,  with  all  towns 
on  the  Michigan  Road,  except  Logansport. 

NORTHWEST   WISCONSIN    CONFERENCE. 

41.  Xorthwest  'Wisconsin  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  lying  north  and  west  of  a  line  beginning  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  on  the  north  line  of  Township  Fourteen  (14)  north, 
thence  east  on  said  Une  to  the  east  line  of  Range  One  (1)  east,  in- 
cluding the  Glendale  Charge,  thence  north  on  said  range  line  to  the 
State  line. 

OHIO    CONFERENCE. 

42.  Ohio  Conference  shall  commence  at  the  southeast  comer  of 
the  North  Ohio  Conference,  and  thence  south,  following  the  course 
of  the  Muskingum  River,  including  the  City  of  Zanesville  and  the 
Town  of  Marietta ;  thence  down  the  Ohio  River  to  the  mouth  of  Ohio 
Brush  Creek;  thence  north  to  the  southeast  corner  of  Fayette 
County,  leaving  Sinking  Spring  Circuit  west  of  ^aid  line,  and 
Bethesda  and  Rapid  Forge  societies,  with  Staunton  and  Bloom- 
ingsburgh  Circuits  east  of  said  hue,  except  Fairfield,  which  shall 
be  left  west  of  said  line;  thence  northwest  to  the  western  bound- 
ary of  said  County  of  Fayette ;  thence  in  a  due  north  direction 
to  the  southern  boundary  of  Central  Ohio  Conference,  leaving 
Vienna  Circuit  west  of  said  line;  thence  east  with  the  southern 
line  of  Central  Ohio  Conference  in  part,  and  of  the  North  Ohio  Con- 
ference to  the  place  of  beginning,  leaving  so  much  of  the  Marysville 
Circuit,  including  Marj-sville,  as  lies  north  of  the  Springfield,  Mount 
Yernon,  and  Pittsburgh  Railroad,  in  the  Central  Ohio  Conference, 
and  retaining  Milford  in  the  Ohio  Conference;  and  thence  along  the 
south  line  of  the  Central  Ohio  Conference,  including  St.  Paul's 
Charge,  in  Delaware,  and  Stratford  Circuit  in  the  Ohio  Conference, 
leaving,  however,  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Central  Ohio  Conference. 

ONEIDA    CONFERENCE. 

43.  Oneida  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of  New 
Tork  south  of  the  Black  River  Conference,  and  east  of  Cayuga  Lake, 
and  north  of  a  line  running  east  from  Newfield  to  Ithaca ;  thence 
following  the  Cattskill  turnpike  to  Greene;  thence  following  the 
same  line  of  road  through  Masonville  to  the  New  York  Conference, 
including  all  the  charges  on  said  line,  excepting  Lisle  and  Whitney's 
Point  charge ;  and  thence  on  the  southwest  line  of  the  Troy  Confer- 
ence to  the  Erie  Canal. 


Obmok.  OREGOIf    CONFERENCE. 

44.  Oregon  Conference  shall  embrace  the  State  of  Oregon  and 
"Washington  Territory. 

Philadblphia.  PHILADELPHIA   CONFERENCE. 

45.  Philadelphia  Conference  sliall  include  the  eastern  shore  of 
Maryland  and  Yirginia,  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  all  that  part  of 
Pennsylvania  lying  between  the  Susquehanna  and  Delaware  Rivers, 
except  so  much  as  is  in  East  Baltimore,  Wyoming,  and  Newark 
Conferences,  including  Naglesville,  in  Philadelphia  Conference. 
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PITTSBURGH    CONFERENCE. 

46.  Pittsburgh  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
Erie  Conference,  on  the  east  by  a  line  running  along  the  top  of  the 
Alleghany  Mountains  to  the  southern  line  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, exclusive  of  the  New  Washington  Circuit ;  thence  west  along 
the  line  of  the  West  Virginia  Conference  to  the  Ohio  River  ;  thence 
down  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum  River;  thence  up 
said  river,  exclusive  of  the  towns  Marietta  and  Zanesville,  to  the 
Tuscarawas  River;  thence  up  said  river,  including  the  town  of 
Massillon,  to  the  line  of  the  Erie  Conference. 
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PROVIDENCE     CONFERENCE.  PsoTlDBKOfc 

47.  Providence  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  lying  east  of  Connecticut  River,  all  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  with  Millville  and  Blackstone  in  Massachusetts,  and  also  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  lying  southeast  of  a  line  drawn 
from  the  northeast  corner  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Neponset  River,  which  line  shall  so  run  as  to  leave  Walpole 
Station,  Foxborough,  and  Quincy  Point  within  the  bounds  of  the 
New  England  Conference. 

ROCK    RIVER    CONFERENCE. 

48.  Rock  River  Conference  shall  embrace  all  the  north  part  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  north  of  the  Central  Illinois  Conference. 

SOUTHEASTERN   INDIANA   CONFERENCE, 

49.  Southeastern  Indiana  Conference  shall  include  all  of  South- 
eastern Indiana  bounded  north  by  the  National  Road,  east  by  Ohio, 
south  by  the  Ohio  River,  and  west  by  the  Indiana  Conference,  with 
so  much  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis  within  tiie  Donation  as  lies  south 
of  Market-street  and  east  of  Meridian-street,  and  all  the  towns  and 
societies  on  the  line  between  Indiana  and  Southeastern  Indiana 
Conference. 
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SOUTHERN   ILLINOIS    CONFERENCE. 

50.  Southern  Illinois  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  south  of  the  following  line,  namely:  Beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  River ;  thence  up  said  river  to  the  north- 
west corner  of  Jersey  County,  including  Kane  and  Woodbury; 
thence  to  Honey  Point;  thence  to  Hillsborough,  leaving  Hillsborough 
Station  in  the  Illinois  Conference  ;  thence  east  through  Fayette  and 
Effingham  Counties  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Jasper  County;  thence 
with  the  north  line  of  Jasper  and  Crawford  Counties  to  the  Wabash 
River. 


SOUTHBBN 
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SOUTHWESTERN   GERMAN   CONFERENCE, 

51.  Southwestern  German  Conference  shall  comprise  the  German 
•work  at  present  connected  with  the  Illinois,  Southern  Illinois,  and 
Kansas  Conferences,  and  the  Burlington  German  District  of  the 
Upper  Iowa  Conference. 
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TEOY   CONFERENCE. 

52.  Troy  Conference  shall  include  the  Troy,  Albany,  (including 
Richmondville  and  Fort  Plain  Stations,)  Saratoga,  Poultney,  and 
Plattsburgh  Districts. 
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UPPER    IOWA    CONTERENCE. 

53.  Upper  Iowa  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  followa,  to  wit : 
Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  State ;  thence  down  the 
Mississippi  River  to  Davenport ;  thence  westward  by  the  line  of  the 
Iowa  Conference  to  the  southeast  corner  of  Story  County ;  thence 
due  north  to  the  State  line ;  thence  east  along  the  State  line  to  the 
place  of  beginning. 

VERMONT    CONFERENCE. 

54.  Vermont  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Yermont,  ex- 
clusive of  that  part  embraced  in  the  Troy  Conference. 

"WASHINGTON    CONFERENCE. 

55.  Washington  Conference  of  Colored  Members  shall  embrace 
"Western  Maryland,  the  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  and  the  terri- 
tory south. 

WEST   VIRGINIA    CONFERENCE. 

56.  "West  Virginia  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  follows:  Be- 
ginning at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Pennsylvania  line ;  thence 
along  said  line  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Ohio  County,  Virginia,  so 
as  to  include  "Wheeling  Creek  Mission  and  Triadelphia  Circuits ; 
thence  the  most  direct  way  to  Short  Creek,  so  as  to  include  the 
Short  Creek  and  Liberty  Circuit;  thence  down  said  creek  to  the 
Ohio  River ;  thence  down  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  Little  Sandy 
River;  thence  up  said  river  so  as  to  include  all  that  part  of  Kentucky 
lying  east  of  said  river  in  the  Guyandotte  District.  On  the  south 
and  east  it  shall  be  bounded  by  the  Baltimore  Conference  to  the 
Pennsylvania  State  line ;  thence  westward  by  said  line  to  the  place 
of  beginning. 

WEST   WISCONSIN    CONFERENCE. 

57.  "West  Wisconsin  Conference  shall  include  all  the  southwestern 
portion  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  not  included  in  the  Wisconsin  and 
Northwest  Wisconsin  Conferences. 


■VTiscoiraiN.  WISCONSIN   CONFERENCE. 

58.  Wisconsin  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
upper  peninsula  of  Michigan,  on  the  east  by  Lake  Michigan,  on  the 
south  by  Illinois  State  line,  and  on  the  west  by  a  line  beginning  at 
the  southeast  comer  of  Greene  County,  and  running  north  on  the 
Range  line,  between  Ranges  Nine  (9)  and  Ten  (10)  east,  to  the 
north  line  of  Town  Twenty  (20,)  thence  west  on  said  hne  to  the  east 
line  of  Range  One  (1,)  east ;  thence  north  on  said  line  to  the  State  line. 

Wtomihg.  WYOMING   CONFERENCE. 

59.  Wyoming  Conference  shall  include  the  southern  part  of  the 
State  of  New  York  not  included  in  the  Oneida,  East  Genesee,  and 
New  York  Conferences,  together  with  that  part  of  Pennsylvania 
bounded  on  the  west  by  the  East  Genesee,  including  all  the  territory 
east  of  the  Susquehanna,  south  by  the  East  Baltimore,  Philadelphia, 
and  Newark  Conferences,  including  Narrowsburg,  and  east  by  the 
Newark  and  New  York  Conferences. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Philadelphia  Conference  have  authority  to  di- 
vide into  two  or  three  Conferences  within  the  coming  four  years  if 
they  deem  it  necessary,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  bishop  pre- 
siding at  the  time. 
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2.  liesohed,  That  the  Black  River  Conference  have  authority  to  di-  M.ay  S5. 
vide  into  two  Conferences  within  the  coming  four  years  if  they  Twkntikth 
deem  it  necessary,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  bishop  presiding  ^■*^''- 

at  the  time.  Morning. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  bishops  be  authorized,  when  in  their  judgment 
they  deem  it  expedient,  within  the  next  four  years  to  organize  a 
Conference  or  Conferences  in  the  Southern  States  and  in  the 
Territoi  ies. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  California  and  Nevada  Conferences  shall  meet 
at  the  next  session  as  one  body,  at  the  close  of  wliich  the  appoint- 
ments shall  be  announced  for  them  as  separate  Conferences. 

On  motion  of  Jesse  T.  Peck,  the  Secretary  was  in- 
structed to  insert  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on     • 
Boundaries  the  names  of  the  German  Conferences  in 
their  proper  alphabetical  position, 

Daniel  Curry,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Bible  Cause,  resubmitted  the   report  on  that  subiect  Eeport  on  the 

.  ,     .  ,      ,  .      ,     -T-  Bible  Cause. 

With  certam  emendations,  and  the  report,  including 
the  following  resolutions,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  By  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  that  the  relations  of  our  Church  with  the  American  Bible 
Society  have  been  most  salutary  in  their  operations  and  results,  and 
we  gladly  recognize  that  Society  as  an  efficient  agency  for  the  diffu- 
sion of  the  Holy  Scriptures  throughout  the  world. 

Resolved,  Tliat  wo  congratulate  our  people  in  view  of  their 
steady  and  persistent  liberality  toward  that  Society,  and  we  com- 
mend it  to  tiieir  continued  confidence  and  beneficence. 

[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  R.] 

Charles    Elliott    presented  a  memorial   from  Peter  Memorial  from 

^  .    ,  ,    .  f.  T  1  •  Peter      Cart- 

Cartwright,  and  it  was  reierred  to  the  Committee  on    wright. 
the  State  of  the  Country. 

James  Porter,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Tern-  ciiarteredFand 
poral  Economy,  presented  Report  No.  IV,  relating  to      ^^''^ 
the  Chartered   Fund,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table  to 
be  printed. 

Miner  Raymond,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Eeviaah, 
Revisals,  presented  Report  No.  VI,  relating,  1.  To  an  Eeport  No.  VL 
Order  of  Business  for  Quarterly  Conferences ;  2.  To 
Secretary  of  a  Quarterly  Conference  ;  3.  To  Record- 
ing Steward  ;  4.  To  Examination  of  Church  Records  ; 
5,  To  Early  Morning  Preaching  ;  6.  To  Limitation  of 
Term  of  Service  by  Missionaries  to  Foreign  Populor- 
tions;  7.  To  Privileges  of  Colored  Preachers  in  Quar- 
terly Conferences ;  8.  To  Duties  of  Presiding  Elders 
in  Certain  Cases ;  9.  To  the  Relations  of  Agent  and 
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Church  Exten- 
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Report  on 
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Report  No.  II. 


Report  of  Gen- 
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nium. 


Missions. 
Report  No.  V. 


Missionary 
Bishop   for 
AfHca. 


Assistant  Agent  to  the  Management  of  the  Book  Con- 
cern ;  10.  To  the  Relation  of  Editors  to  Conferences; 
1 1 .  To  the  Relation  of  a  Local  Preacher  to  his  Charge 
when  he  is  a  Pastor;  12.  To  the  Consecration  of  a 
Bishop ;  and,  13.  To  the  Amenability  of  Local 
Preachers  in  Certain  Cases.  The  report  lies  on  the 
table  under  the  rule. 

Edwin  E.  Griswold,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Church  Extension,  presented  a  report  on  that  subject, 
and  it  was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

Thomas  M.  Eddy,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Temperance,  pi'esented  a  report  on  that  subject,  and 
it  was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

James  M'K.  Reiley,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  State  of  the  Work  among  the  People  of  Color, 
presented  Report  Xo.  II,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table 
to  be  printed. 

Moses  Hill  presented  the  report  of  the  General  Mis- 
sionary Committee  for  the  last  Quadrennial  Terra,  and 
it  was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed.  [For  Report, 
see  Appendix  J,  VI.] 

Report  No.  V,  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  was 
taken  up  and  the  fourth  item  was  read,  when  John 
P.  Durbin  moved  as  a  substitute,  to  revive  the 
action  of  the  General  Conference  of  1856,  as  follows, 
namely : 

4.  Resolved,  Tliat  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  Missionary 
Bishop,  who  shall  reside  in  Liberia,  on  the  Western  Coast  of  Africa, 
or  its  vicinity,  and  have  episcopal  jurisdiction  in  Africa  only.  The 
said  bishop  and  Churches  in  Africa  shall  still  be  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States. 

5.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  and  authorize  the  Liberia  An- 
nual Conference,  under  the  direction  of  the  bishop  having  charge  of 
said  Conference  at  present,  assisted  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
of  the  Missionary  Society,  to  elect  by  a  two  thirds  vote  of  all  the 
members  of  the  said  Conference  an  elder  in  good  standing  in  the 
Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  present  him  for  episcopal  or- 
dination to  the  bisliopi?,  or  any  of  them,  who  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  ordain  such  person  so  elected,  certifying  in  the  parch- 
ment of  ordination  that  his  episcopal  jurisdiction  is  expressly 
limited  to  Africa. 


Missions. 
Report  No.  II. 


The  substitute  was  adopted. 

The  report  as  amended  and  as  a  whole  was  adopted. 
[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  ApjMndix  J,  V.] 

On  motion  of  Morris  D'C.  Crawford,  the  vote  hj 
which   this   Conference   adopted  a  substitute   for  so 
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Change  in  Con- 
stitution of 
MiSBionaiy 
Society. 

Two  Assistant 
Corresponding 
Secretskries. 


ranch  of  Report  No.  II  of  the  Committee  on  Missions    MiaySS. 
as  relates  to  the  Alteration  of  the  Fourth   Article  of  dat. 

the  Constitution  of  the  Missionary  Society  was  recon-      Morning. 
sidered,  after   Avhich    tlie  substitute  Avas  laid   on  the 
table,  and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee 
on  Missions  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  last  sentence  of  the  Fourth  Article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Missionary  Society  be  amended,  so  that  it  shall 
read  as  follows : 

"  There  shall  also  be  two  Assistant  Corresponding  Secretaries, 
who  sJiall  be  elected  by  the  General  Conference,  the  first  of  whom 
shall  reside  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  second  of  whom  shall 
reside  in  the  West  at  such  place  as  the  Board  of  Managers  shall 
direct,  and  thej^  shall  labor  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  mission- 
ary cause  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers  at  New 
York. 

On  motion  of  James  Pike,  the  report  was  further 
amended  by  adding  the  following  resolution,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  each  Annual  Conference  be  and  is  hereby  required  Domestic  Mis- 
to  furnish  annually  to  the  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Missionary  ^'I'lgi**  ^^' 
Society  at  New  York  a  report  of  its  doings  on  the  subject  of  mis- 
sions ;  which  report  shall  specify  the  name  of  each  district,  circuit, 
or  station  within  its  bounds  sustained  in  whole  or  in  part  by  said 
Conference  as  a  mission,  together  with  the  amount  of  missionary 
money  appropriated  to  each  respectively  for  that  conference  year. 

The  Report  as  amended  and  as  a  whole  was 
adopted.  [For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix, 
J,  II.] 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  No.  IV, 
was  taken  up ;  and,  on  motion  of  John  P.  Durbin,  the 
third  item,  being  the  following  resolution,  was  indefin- 
itely postponed : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Bishops  be  and  hereby  are  appointed 
a  commission  to  secure  if  possible,  by  friendly  and  brotherly  counsel, 
a  thorough  and  practical  union  of  the  two  atbresaid  bodies  into  one 
effective  and  harmonious  organization. 

The  fourth  item  of  the  Report  was  adopted,  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  observance  of  the  first  evening 
of  each  month  on  which  the  regular  evening  prayer-meeting  is  held 
as  a  concert  of  prayer  for  missions,  and  that  we  recommend  all  our 
churches  to  observe  the  "annual  week  of  prayer  for  the  conversion 
of  the  world." 

And,  on  motion,  the  report  as  amended  and  as  a  whole 
was  adopted.  [For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix 
J,  IV.] 
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Morning. 
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was      granted 

leave   of   Ab- 

eeDce. 

Conference  ad- 
journed. 


On  motion  of  George  Peck,  leave  of  absence  was 
granted  to  Reuben  Nelson  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned. 

After  the  Doxology  was  sung,  the  Benediction  was 
pronounced  by  Orange  V.  Lemon. 


Afterruxm.        WEDISTESDAT  AFTERNOOI^,  MAY  25. 


Conference 
opened. 

Special  Thanks- 
giving Service. 


Report  of  Com- 
mittees. 

TemporalEcon- 
omy. 

Report  No.  II. 


Support         of 
Bishops,  etc. 


Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop 
Baker  in  the  chair. 

The  special  thanksgiving  services  appointed  for 
the  opening  of  this  afternoon's  session  were  con- 
ducted by  William  H.  Ferris,  of  the  New  York  Con- 
ference, and  Aaron  Wood,  of  the  Northwest  Indiana 
Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

Report  No.  II  of  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Econ- 
omy, laid  on  the  table  May  12,  was  taken  up,  and  the 
following  changes  of  Discipline,  recommended  by  the 
committee,  were  ordered  by  the  Conference : 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  Part  T,  chap,  i,  §  1,  page  232, 
paragraph  4:  "In  no  case,  however,  shall  the  Church  or  Conference 
be  holden  accountable  for  any  deficiency,  as  in  the  case  of  debt." 
Also  that  Part  II,  §  3,  pages  96  and  97,  be  so  changed  that  it  shall 
read  as  follows: 

"  Quest.  What  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  support  of  the 
bishops,  and  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  bishops? 

"  Alls.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  tlie  Book  Committee  at  New  York 
to  make  an  estimate  of  the  amount  necessary  to  furnish  a  competent 
support  to  each  bishop  residing  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains, 
considering  the  number  and  condition  of  his  family,  and  the  amount 
necessary  to  assist  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  bishops  re- 
siding witliin  tlie  same  territory;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati  to  make  a  similar  estimate  with  re- 
gard to  the  bishops,  and  the  widows  and  children  of  bishops,  resid- 
ing west  of  tiie  Alleghany  Mountains ;  and  the  bishops  are  authorized 
to  draw  on  the  Book  Concern  for  said  amount,  and  also  for  their  trav- 
eling expenses.     , 

"The  bishop  presiding  at  an  Annual  Conference,  within  whose 
bounds  a  widow  or  orphan  of  a  deceased  bishop  may  reside,  shall  bo 
authorized  to  draw  on  the  Book  Concern  for  such  amount  as  may  be 
estimated  as  aforesaid." 


Book  Conc«>nM 
Report  IT0.IX. 


[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  U,  III.] 
Report  No.  IX  from  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern  was  taken  up,  and  the  resolution  relating  to  a 
Depository  at  Pittsburgh  was  adopted,  as  follows : 
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Resolved,  That  we  instruct  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  to  se- 
cure without  unnecessary  delay,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  such  a 
building  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  as  may  be  required  for  publishing 
the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  and  for  the  business  of  the  De- 
pository in  that  city. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  Pittsburgh,  Erie,  and  West  Virginia  Confer- 
ences to  appoint  a  Publishing  Committee  for  the 
Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  James  W.  Lowe  moved 
to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "  two,"  and  insert- 
ing the  woi'd  "three"  in  its  stead. 

Jacob  S.  M'Murray  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table ;  but  the  motion  was  lost,  after  which  the 
amendment  was  withdrawn. 

A  motion  of  George  W.  Walker  to  recommit  the 
report  was  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  William  H. 
Ferris,  by  a  vote  of  95  to  66. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  H.  Nesbit,  the  resolution  was 
then  laid  on  the  table.  [For  Report  as  adopted,  see 
Appendix  G,  IX.] 

Report  No.  X  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
cern was  taken  up,  and  the  first  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed, as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  in  our  judgment  the  paramount  object  of  our 
publishing  interests  should  be  the  wider  diffusion  of  a  sanctified 
literature. 

The  second  resolution,  proposing  to  apply  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  Book  Concern  to  cheapening  our  books, 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Edward  G.  Andrews  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  second  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Thomas  C.  Gardner,  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  preamble  to  the  foregoing  resolution  was  adopted. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  so  much  of  the  Report 
as  relates  to  Advertising  Patent  Medicines,  etc.,  Lucius 
H.  King  moved  that  the  whole  subject  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  and  the  motion  prevailed.  [For  the  Report 
as  adopted,  see  Appendix  G,  X.] 

Report  No.  XI  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
cern was  taken  up,  and  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Book 
Concern  at  New  York,  and  to  the  Western  Book 
Concern,  was  adopted. 


Miay  35. 

Twentieth 

DAT. 

Afternoon. 
Depository 
BuiHing  at 
Pittsburgh. 


Book  Concern. 
Beport  No.  X. 
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Miay  as.  Pending  the  consideration  of  so  ninch  of  the  Report 
Day.  as  relates  to  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate,  the  first 
AfUmoon.  resolution  was  amended,  on  the  motion  of  Thomas 
Carlton,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  at  Auburn  "  and 
inserting  in  their  stead  the  words  "in  Western 
New  York,"  and  the  resolution  as  amended  was 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  William  H.  Hunter,  Andrew  Magee 
was  granted  leave  of  absence  on  account  of  the  death 
of  a  brother-in-law. 

John  L.  Smith  moved  that  when  Conference  adjourn 
it  shall  be  to  meet  again  at  eight  o'clock  this  evening, 
but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  76  to  92. 

David  Sherman,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
penses of  Delegates,  submitted  a  Report,  and  it  W'as 
laid  on  the  table  t»  be  printed. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  John  H. 
Twombley,  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule : 

Resolved,  That  the  Discipline  be  amended  by  inserting  after  the 
word  prisons,  in  ans.  3,  quest.  3,  g  1,  chap,  iii,  page  93,  the  fol- 
lowing: "And  similar  institutions  of  correction." 

Conference  ad-       On  motion  of  Jacob  S.  M'Murray,  Conference  ad- 
journed. .  T 
journed. 

After  the  Doxology  was  sung,  the  Benediction  was 

pronounced  by  James  M'K.  Reiley. 


Andrew  Magee 
was  granted 
leave  of  ab- 
sence. 


Expenses       of 
delegates. 


IVIay  SO. 

twbntt-fiest 
Day. 

Mominff. 

Opening       of 
Conference. 


Report  of  Com- 
mittees. 
Book  Concern. 
Report  No.  XI. 


THURSDAY  MORNII^G,  MAY  26. 

Conference  met  this  morning  at  half  past  eight 
o'clock,  Bishop  Ames  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Samuel  C.  Thomas,  of  Wisconsin  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  w^as  read  and  approved. 

The  consideration  of  Report  No.  XI  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  was  resumed,  and 
the  remaining  items  in  relation  to  the  Northern  Chris- 
tian Advocate  were  adopted.  Also  the  items  giving 
the  Agents  authority  to  purchase  real  estate  in  certain 
cases,  and  also  the  items  relating  to  the  Book  Com- 
mittees, were  severally  read  and  adopted;  and  the 
changes  of  Discipline  made  necessary  by  the  present 
constitution  of  said  committees  were  ordered. 

The   Report    as    amended    and    as   a    whole    was 
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Northern  Chris- 
tian Advocate. 


adopted.     The   following   are  the    resolutions  of  the 

Report : 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  the  course  pursued  by  our  Agents 
at  New  York,  and  are  gratified  with  the  marked  advancement  our 
Concern  has  made ;  and  We  earnestly  express  our  desire  that  notliing 
should  deter  our  Agents  from  making  the  attempt  to  supply  fully 
the  demand  for  our  publications. 

Resolved.  That  we  are  gratified  with  the  financial  success  and 
present  condition  of  the  "Western  Book  Concern,  and  that  we  regard 
the  additions  and  improvements  at  Chicago  as  necessary  and  judi- 
cious,and  heartily  approve  the  management  and  conduct  of  our  Agents. 

Resolved,  That  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Northern  Christian 
Advocate  be  directed  to  transfer  the  property  in  their  hands  to  the 
Book  Agents  at  New  York,  and  that  said  Agents  are  hereby  in- 
structed to  take  possession  of  that  paper,  with  its  assets  and  liabil- 
ities, and  to  continue  the  publication  of  the  same  in  Western  New 
York,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate 
at  Chicago  is  published  by  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati 

Resolved^  That  the  Discipline,  Part  IV,  §  5,  be  amended  as  follows : 

1.  Insert  in  paragraph  5,  page  218,  after  the  words  "Advocate 
and  Journal,"  the  words  "and  an  Editor  for  the  Northern  Christian 
Advocate." 

2.  In  paragraph  6,  page  219,  afler  the  words  "  the  condition  of 
the  Book  Concern,"  insert  "including  the  Northern  Christian  Advo- 
cate." 

3.  Strike  out  in  paragraph  10,  page  224,  the  words,  "the  North- 
ern Ciiristiau  Advocate  in  Western  New  York." 

4.  In  paragraph  20,  page  228,  second  line,  after  the  words  "  New 
York,"  insert  "and  the  Editor  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate." 

5.  In  the  same  paragraph,  ninth  line  from  the  top,  strike  out 
"W^estern  New  York." 

6.  Strike  out  paragraph  12,  page  225. 

Resolved,  That  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  at  New  York  and 
at  Cincinnati  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  real 
estate  for  tlie  Depositories  under  their  care,  or  to  erect  buildings  for 
them,  or  for  the  main  Concerns,  when  in  their  judgment  it  can  be 
done  for  the  interest  of  the  Church. 

The  following  plan  for  districts  for  the  Book  Com-  ^e^diSku"' 
mittees  was  adopted : 


Agents  author- 
ized to  pur- 
chase real  es- 
tate. 


BOOK    COMMITTEE   AT   NEW  YORK. 

1.  New  York  and  New  York  East  Conferences. 

2.  Providence,  New  England,  and  Maine. 

3.  East  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont. 

4.  Philadelpliia,  New  Jersey,  and  Newark. 

5.  Baltimore  and  East  Baltimore. 

6.  Troy  and  Black  River. 

7.  Oneida  and  Wyoming. 

8.  Genesee  and  East  Genesee. 

9.  Erie,  Pittsburgh,  and  West  Virginia. 


BOOK  COMMITTEE  AT  CINCINNATI. 

1.  Ohio  Conference. 

2.  Cincinnati  and  Kentucky. 

3.  Central  Ohio  and  North  Ohio. 
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4.  Indiana  and  Southeastern  Indiana. 

5.  North  Indiana  and  Northwest  Indiana. 

6.  Detroit  and  Michigan. 

7.  Illinois  and  Southern  Illinois. 

8.  Rock  River  and  Central  Illinois. 

9.  Iowa,  Upper  Iowa,  and  Des  Moines. 

10.  "Wisconsin,  West  Wisconsin,  Northwest  Wisconsin,  and  Min- 
nesota. 

11.  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  Nebraska  and  Kansas. 

12.  German  Conferences. 

We  recommend  that  the  Discipline  be  amended  as  follows: 
In  paragraph  5,  page  222,  strike  out  "eleven"  and  insert 
"twelve,"  80  that  it  sliall  read,  "The  Book  Committee  of  this 
department  of  the  Book  Concern  shall  consist  of  twelve  traveling 
ministers."  And  in  paragraph  6,  page  219,  strike  out  "seven"  and 
insert  "nine,"  so  that  it  shall  read,  "The  Book  Committee  at  New 
York  shall  consist  of  nine  traveling  preachers." 

[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  G,  XI.] 

On  motion  of  Adam  Poe,  the  delegates  from  Confer- 
ences, constituting  the  several  districts  to  be  repre- 
sented in  the  Book  Committee,  were  requested  to  pre- 
sent nominations  for  that  office  this  afternoon. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Reply  to  the  Address 
of  the  British  Wesleyan  Conference  again  reported, 
and  the  Report  was  adopted,  as  modified  by  the  Com- 
mittee.    [For  Reply,  see  Appendix  B,  II.] 

Report  No.  II  from  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy 
was  taken  up,  and  the  several  items  were  considered 
and  adopted  seriatim,  as  follows: 

By  a  resolution,  the  expediency  of  slightly  changing  the  rule  pro- 
viding for  the  election  of  president  of  an  Annual  Conference,  was 
submitted ;  and,  after  due  consideration,  we  report  the  following  as 
a  substitute  for  the  answer  to  quest.  4,  §  3,  chap,  i.  Part  II,  page  49 
of  Discipline  • 

"  Who  shall  preside  in  the  Annual  Conferences  ? 

"  Ans.  The  bishop.  In  case  no  bi-shop  be  present  a  member  of 
the  Conference,  appointed  by  the  bishop,  shall  preside.  But  if  no 
appointment  be  made,  or  the  person  appointed  do  not  attend  the 
Conference  shall  elect  a  president  by  ballot  from  among  the  elders 
without  debate." 

We  have  been  instructed  to  consider  and  report  whether  a  com- 
mittee of  trial  (or  select  number)  may  hold  a  session  after  the  final 
adjournment  of  the  Annual  Conference  for  trial  of  a  minister. 

We  find  no  specific  law  in  this  case.  "The  Committee  of  Trial," 
or  "Select  Number,"  is  evidently  only  the  representative  of  the  An- 
nual Conference,  and  subject  to  its  laws  of  action.  Specific  provis- 
ions are  made  for  proceeding  against  an  accused  minister  "in  the 
interval  of  the  Annual  Conference,"  which  precludes  the  method  of 
trial  by  the  committee  of  the  Annual  Conference. 

It  seems  hardly  logical  to  say  the  Annual  Conference  can  perpet- 
uate its  existence  after  its  ofiQcial  adjournment,  or  that  the  AnnvaJL 
Conference  can  meet  more  than  once  a  year. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  question  re- 
ferred to  them  should  be  answered  in  the  negative. 
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Having  considered  a  resolution  referred  for  inquiry,  we  recom- 
mend the  alteration  of  Discipline,  Pare  II,  chap,  iv,  §  1,  quest.  4, 
ans.  3,  to  read  as  follows : 

"  To  change,  receive,  and  suspend  preachers  in  his  district  during 
the  intervals  of  the  Conference,  and  in  tlie  absence  of  the  bishop,  as 
the  Discipline  directs.  Provided,  however,  that  a  presiding  elder 
shall  not  change  a  preacher  in  his  district  from  a  charge  to  which  he 
has  been  appointed  by  the  bishop,  and  appoint  him  to  another  to 
which  he  could  not  be  legally  appointed  by  the  bishop." 


Miay  SO. 

twentt-fibst 

Day. 

Ifoming, 

Presidiag   Eld- 


[For  Report,  see  Appendix  D,  II.] 

Report  No.  Ill  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  was  Episcopacy, 
taken  up,  and  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  items     ^^^ 
were  read  and  adopted.    The  resolutions  of  the  Report 
are  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  when  superannuated  and  local  preachers  are  em- 
ployed in  the  pastoral  work  the  law  of  limitation  applies  to  them ; 
and  that  the  limitation  upon  the  appointing  power  applies  to  the 
presiding  elder  as  well  as  to  the  bishop. 

Resolved,  That  whether  Bishop  Morris  shall  continue  to  travel  and 
perform  Episcopal  duties  during  tlie  next  quadrennial  term,  and  if 
so  to  what  extent,  shall  be  left  to  his  judgment  and  that  of  his  Epis- 
copal colleagues. 

Resolved,  That  our  satisfaction  with  the  eminent  and  highly  use- 
ful services  of  our  venerated  senior  superintendent  is  recorded  with 
profound  gratitude  to  God,  and  with  fervent  prayers  that  we  may 
long  enjoy  his  presence  and  counsels,  and  that  his  path  may  "  shine 
more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day." 

[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  D,  III.] 

The  Reports  from  the  committee  as  amended  and  as 
a  whole  were  then  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Alpha  J.  Kynett,  Sanford  Haines  was  Sanford  Haines 
granted  leave  of  absence  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  leave  of  ab- 
family. 

Report  No.  Ill  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  was  itinerancy. 
taken  up,  and  the  following  changes  of  the  Discipline  ^^p^"^*  ^*'-  '^^^• 
recommended  by  the  committee  were  ordered,  namely : 


1.  Change  the  caption  of  chap,  vii,  Part  II,  page  44,  from  "super- 
annuated or  worn-out  preachers"  to  "supernumerary  and  superan- 
nuated preachers." 

2.  To  insert  as  the  opening  paragraph  of  that  chapter  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"  A  supernumerary  preacher  is  one  who,  because  of  impaired 
health  or  some  other  disability,  is  temporarilj'  unable  to  perform 
effective  work.  He  may  receive  an  appointment,  or  be  left  without 
one,  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  Annual  Conference  of  which 
he  is  a  member;  but  he  shall  have  no  claim  on  the  beneficiary  funds 
of  tlie  Church  except  by  vote  of  the  Conference,  and  he  shall  be 
subject  to  all  the  limitations  of  the  Discipline  in  respect  to  reappoint- 
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ment  and  continuance  in  the  same  charge  that  apply  to  effective 
preachers.  In  case  he  be  left  without  an  appointment,  he  shall  have 
a  seat  in  the  Quarterly  Conference,  and  all  the  privileges  of  member- 
ship in  the  place  where  he  may  reside." 

3.  Insert  in  Part  II,  chap,  i,  §  3,  page  50,  as  quest.  "7,  "Who  are 
the  supernumerary  preachers?" 

In  reference  to  the  matter  of  preachers  refusing  to  occupy  parson- 
ages provided  for  them,  we  recommend  that  Part  V,  chap,  i,  §  2, 
ans.  i,  page  233,  be  stricken  out. 

[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  E,  HI.] 
On  motion  of  John  M.  Reid,  so  much  of  Report 
No.  V  as  relates  to  the  Administration  of  Black  River 
Conference  was  reconsidered;  and,  on  motion  of  John 
B.  Foote,  the  following  substitute  was  adopted : 

Tour  committee  have  also  considered  the  paper  referred  to  them 
complaining  of  the  administration  of  the  Black  River  Conference. 
We  find  that  a  private  member  of  the  Church  was  in  1845  tried  by 
a  committee  and  expelled;  that  he  presented  complaints  to  the  Con- 
ference against  the  administration  by  which  he  was  expelled,  from 
year  to  year,  until  the  session  of  1863,  at  which  the  Conference  re- 
solved that  the  proceedings  of  the  original  trial  were  irregular,  it 
having  appeared  that  one  member  of  the  committee  which  tried  bina 
was  not  a  member  of  our  Church,  and  instructed  the  preacher  in 
charge  of  the  church  where  he  was  expelled  to  re-enter  his  name 
upon  the  Church  Record. 

Having  only  the  Journal  of  the  Conference  for  the  last  four  years 
before  us,  we  propose  for  adoption  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  there  has  been  some  manifest  irregularity  in  the 
case,  which,  however,  seems  to  have  been  connected  with  its  earlier 
history ;  and  with  the  light  before  us  we  do  not  feel  prepared  to  con- 
demn the  action  complained  of. 

The  Second  Part  of  Report  No.  V  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Itinerancy  was  taken  np,  and  the  item  relating 
to  Missionaries  to  Destitute  Portions  of  our  Cities, 
and  also  the  item  relating  to  a  Superannuated  Preach- 
er living  out  of  the  bounds  of  his  Conference,  were 
adopted,  by  which  the  following  changes  of  the  Disci- 
pline were  ordered : 

Part  II,  chap,  m,  §  1,  ques.  3,  ans.  3,  on  the  sixteenth  line  of  the 
answer,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "missionaries  "  the  words  "to 
neglected  portions  of  our  cities." 

Part  II,  chap,  vii,  §  1,  page  114  of  the  Discipline  by  adding  at 
the  close  of  the  section  these  words,  "and  may  locate  him  without 
his  consent,"  so  that  it  shall  read,  "without  which  the  Conference 
shall  not  be  required  to  allow  his  claim,  and  may  locate  him  with- 
out his  consent." 

The  report  as  amended  and  as  a  whole  was  then 
adopted.    [For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  E,  V.] 
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Report  No.  VI  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  re-  J^^y  ^^- 

TWKNTY~FIK8T 

lating  to  the  Journals  of  the  several  Annual  Confer-  Day. 

ences,   was  taken  up  and  adopted ;  and,  on  motion  of       Mommg. 

'  '  r  '  »  Itinerancy. 

Seth  Reed,  the  Committee  to  Edit  the  Discipline  were   Keport  No.  vi. 
instructed  to  print   so  much  of  the   report  as  gives 
direction  to  Secretaries  of  Conferences  in  an  Appen- 
dix to  the  Discipline.     [For  Report   as  adopted,  see 
Appendix  E,  VI.] 

Report  No.  VII  of  the  Committee   on  Itinerancy  itinerancy, 
was  taken  up,  and  the  items  relating,  1.  To  Property  k«p<"^*  No.vii. 
in  Vermilion    County,   111.;  2.  To  the  Case    of  I.  N. 
M'Abee ;  3.  To  a  Manual  of  Methodism,  were  sever- 
ally read  and  adopted. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  proposition  to 
change  the  second  Restrictive  Rule,  on  motion  of 
Thomas  C.  Golden,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered, 
and  the  vote  was  as  follows  : 

Ayes. — Adams,  Allen  of  Maine,  Allen  of  New  En-  ^^^ 
gland,  Andrews,  Armstrong,  Baird,  Baker,  Bangs, 
Barton,  Bennett,  Bigelow,  Bingham,  Blake,  Brice, 
Bristol,  Brown  of  New  York,  Brown  of  Providence, 
Brownscombe,  Bruce,  BuUard,  Carlton,  Caruthers, 
Castle,  Chambers,  Church,  Clark  of  West  Virgin- 
ia, Clifford,  Cobleigh,  Colby,  Congdon,  Corrington, 
Crane,  Crary,  Crawford,  Cummings,  Curry,  David- 
son, Dempsey,  Dimmitt,  Drummond,  Durbin,  Dustin, 
Elliott,  Erwin,  Ferris,  Foote,  Foster,  Foss,  Gardner, 
George,  Goode,  Graves,  Griffin,  Griswold,  Gurley, 
Guthrie,  Hall,  Haney,  Harris,  Hatfield,  Hawley,  Hen- 
derson, Hester,  Hibbard,  Hill  of  Erie,  Hill  of  Indiana, 
Himebaugh,  Holmes,  Houghton,  Hunter,  Hurlburt, 
Jervis,  Jewett,  Keeler,  King  of  New  York,  King 
of  Troy,  Koeneke,  Kynett,  Lemon,  Lindsay,  M'Cabe, 
M'Coy,  M'Kenzie,  Malcom,  Manson,  Mason,  Miley, 
Miller  of  Nebraska,  Monroe,  Moore,  Munsell,  Nelson 
of  Central  Ohio,  Nesbit,  Nisbet,  Noble,  Norton,  Olin, 
Patten,  Peck  of  Wyoming,  Perry,  Penfield,  Pike,  Pil- 
cher,  Pilsbury  of  New  York  East,  Pillsbury  of  Wis- 
consin, Poe,  Porter,  Ray,  Raymond,  Reed  of  Detroit, 
Reid  of  East  Genesee,  Richards,  Sherman,  Sinex,  Smart, 
Smith  of  Cincinnati,  Smith  of  Northwest  Indiana, 
Smith  of  Southeastern  Indiana,  Smith  of  Western  Iowa, 
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Dat. 

ifoming. 
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May  ae.  Spahr,  Stallard,  Stewart,  Street,  Stroiit,  Terrill,  Thomas, 
-KiBsi  rpjjm.g^Qjj^  Trimble,  Twombly,  Walker,  Ward  well. 
Waring,  Webber,  Wentworth,  Whedon,  White  of 
Ohio,  Wilbor  of  Genesee,  Wiley,  Wilson  of  Central 
Ohio,  Wise,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Wright,  Young — 144. 

Noes. — Alexander,  Bannister,  Barth,  Benson,  Boyd, 
Breckenridge,  Brown  of  Troy,  Chenoweth,  Clark  of 
Wyoming,  Cobb,  Corkhill,  Cunningham,  Davis,  Deni- 
son,  Eddy,  Fiegenbaum,  Fisher,  Golden,  Goodwin, 
Gregg,  Hamlin,  Harden,  Harlow,  Harrison,  Hilliard, 
Hitchcock,  Hobart,  Huffman,  Kuhl,  Lawson,  Lowe, 
Lynch,  M'Murray,  Merrick,  Miller  of  North  Indiana, 
Moody,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  Mulfinger,  Nast,  Owen, 
Peame,  Peck  of  California,  Pershing,  Reese,  Reeves, 
Reiley,  Robinson,  Rothweiler,  Shinn,  Shumate,  Starks, 
Tippett,  Vansant,  Wakeley,  Wallace,  Whitecar,  White- 
man,  Wilbur  of  Oregon,  Wilson  of  Erie — 59, 

Absent. — Brooks,  Haines,  Magee,  Nelson  of  Wyo- 
ming, Phelps,  Reger,  Roth,  Smith  of  Western  Iowa, 
White  of  Black  River,  Littleton  F.  Morgan— 11 

Thus  by  a  vote  of  144  to  59  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted : 


General 
ference. 


Change  of  Re-  Resolved,  That  the  second  restrictive  rule  be  amended  by  striking 
Btrictive  Kule  out  the  last  two  words  of  the  rule,  namely,  "two  delegates,"  and 
ftl>?<fi!rP<T^)i^    inserting  in  their  place  the  following,   namely,   ''one  delegate,"  so 

that  it  may  read,   "  Provided,  also,  that  no  Conference  sh^  be 

denied  the  privilege  of  one  delegate." 

Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  directed  to  present  the  above  at  the 
next  session  of  each  Annual  Conference  for  their  concurrence ;  and 
when  all  the  Annual  Conferences  have  acted  upon  it,  publicly  to 
announce  the  result,  and  authorize  the  Book  Agents  to  amend 
the  published  copy  of  the  Disciphne  accordingly. 


Bevisals. 
Beport  Ko.  IIL 


The  report  as  amended  and  as  a  whole  was  then 
adopted. 

[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  E,  VH.] 

Report  No.  HI  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals  was 
taken  up,  and  the  item  relating  to  the  Oversight  of 
Preachers  in  Charge  was  adopted. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  item  relating  to  the 
Annual  Election  of  Stewards,  Nicholas  Vansant  moved 
to  amend  the  answer  given  in  the  Report  by  adding 
the  words,  "  the  preacher  in  charge  having  the  right 
of  nomination." 
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John  L.  Smith  moved  to  lay  the  item  under  con-     Miay  se. 
sideration  on  the  table,  and  on  this  motion  Lucius  H.      w^^nt^*''"* 
King  called  for  the  Ayes  and  Noes,  and  the  call  being      Morning. 
sustained,  the  roll  was  called.     The  vote  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

Ayes. —  Allen  of  New  England,  Alexander,  An-  -^y^- 
drews,  Baird,  Baker,  Barth,  Barton,  Bennett,  Benson, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Bristol,  Brown  of  New 
York,  Brownscombe,  Bruce,  Bullard,  Carlton,  Caruth- 
ers.  Castle,  Chambers,  Chenoweth,  Church,  Clark  of 
West  Virginia,  Clark  of  Wyoming,  Colby,  Congdon, 
Corkhill,  Corrington,  Crane,  Crary,  Crawford,  Cun- 
ningham, Curry,  Davis,  Dempsey,  Denison,  Diramitt, 
Drummond,  Dustin,  Durbin,  Elliott,  Ferris,  Fiegen- 
baum,  Fisher,  Foss,  Foster,  Gardner,  Golden,  Goode, 
Graves,  Griffin,  Gurley,  Guthrie,  Hall,  Hamlin,  Haney, 
Harden,  Harlow,  Harris,  Harrison,  Hawley,  Henderson, 
Hester,  Hibbard,  Hill  of  Erie,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Hilliard, 
Hitchcock,  Hobart,  Holmes,  Houghton,  Huffman,  Hunt- 
er, Hurlburt,  Jewett,  Keeler,  King  of  Troy,  Koeneke, 
Kuhl,  Lawson,  Lemon,  Lowe,  Lynch,  M'Cabe,  M'Combs, 
M'Coy,  M'Murray,  Manson,  Mason,  Merrick,  Miller  of 
Nebraska,  Miller  of  North  Indiana,  Monroe,  Moody, 
Moore,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  Mulfinger,  Munsell,  Nast, 
Nelson  of  Central  Ohio,  Nesbit,  Nisbet,  Noble,  Owen, 
Pearne,  Peck  of  California,  Peck  of  Wyoming,  Pen- 
field,  Perry,  Pershing,  Pilcher,  Pillsbury  of  Wisconsin, 
Poe,  Porter,  Reed  of  Detroit,  Keid  of  East  Genesee, 
Keese,  Reeves,  Reiley,  Robinson,  Rothweiler,  Shinn, 
Shumate,  Sinex,  Smart,  Smith  of  Cincinnati,  Smith  of 
Northwest  Indiana,  Smith  of  Southeastern  Indiana, 
Spahr,  Stallard,  Stewart,  Street,  Terrill,  Thomas,  Tip- 
pett,  Trimble,  Vansant,  Wakeley,  Walker,  Wallace, 
Waring,  Wentworth,  Whedon,  White  of  Ohio,*White- 
car,  Whiteman,  Wilbor  of  Genesee,  Wilbur  of  Oregon, 
Wiley,  Wilson  of  Erie,  Wilson  of  Central  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woodruff,  Wright,  Young— 156. 

Noes. — Adams,  Allen  of  Maine,  Armstrong,  Bangs,  Noes. 
Bannister,  Bingham,  Blake,  Brice,  Brown  of  Provi- 
dence, Brown  of  Troy,  Clifford,  Cobleigh,  Cummings, 
Davidson,  Eddy,  Erwin,  Foote,  George,  Goodwin, 
Gregg,  Griswold,  Hatfield,  Himebaugh,  Jervis,  King  of 
New  York,  Kynett,  Lindsay,  M'Kenzie,  Malcom,  Miley, 
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May  se.    Xorton,  Olin,  Patten,  Pike,  Pilsbury  of  New  York 

i)Av.  East,    Ray,    Raymond,    Richards,    Starks,   Thurston, 

Morning.       Twombly,'  Wardwcll,  Webber,  Wise— 44. 

Absent.  Absent. — Bartine,    Brooks,    Cobb,   Haines,   Magee, 

L.  F.  Morgan,  Nelson  of  Wyoming,  Phelps,  Reger, 

Roth,   Sherman,    Smith    of   Western    Iowa,    Strout, 

White  of  Black  River— 14. 

Thus  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of 
156  to  44,  and,  on  motion,  the  whole  matter  relating 
to  the  Election  of  Stewards  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  report  as  amended  and  as  a  whole  was  then 
adopted,  by  which  the  following  changes  of  the  Dis- 
cipline were  ordered : 

Change  of  Dis-        On  page  41  of  the  Discipline  add  a  fifth  answer  to  quest.  2,  and 
meeti^es.^^***     Strike  Out  the  words  "and  Love-feast ''  from  the  heading  of  §  iii, 
page  40,  so  that  the  whole  section  shall  read  as  follows : 

SECTION  III. 

CLASS- MEETINGS. 

Quest.  1.  How  may  the  leaders  of  classes  be  rendered  more  useful? 

Ans.  1.  Let  each  of  them  be  diligently  examined  concerning  his 
method  of  meeting  a  class.  Let  this  be  done  with  all  possible  ex- 
actness at  least  once  a  quarter.  In  order  to  this,  take  sufficient 
time. 

2.  Let  each  leader  carefully  inquire  how  every  soul  of  his  class 
prospers:  not  only  how  each  person  observes  the  outward  rules,  but 
how  he  grows  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God. 

3.  Let  the  leaders  converse  with  those  who  have  the  charge  of 
their  circuits  frequently  and  freely. 

Quest.  2.  Can  anything  more  be  done  in  order  to  make  the  class- 
meetings  lively  and  profitable? 
Ans.  1.  Change  improper  leaders. 

2.  Let  the  leaders  frequentl}-  meet  each  other's  clas.ses. 

3.  Let  us  observe  which  leaders  are  the  most  useful ;  and  let  these 
meet  the  other  classes  as  often  as  possible. 

4.  See  that  all  tlie  leaders  be  not  only  men  of  sound  judgment, 
but  men  truly  devoted  to  God. 

5.  Let  the  leaders  be  directed  to  such  a  course  of  reading  and 
study  as  shall  best  qualif)*  them  for  their  work ;  especially  let  such 
Vjooks  be  recommended  as  will  tend  to  increase  their  knowledge  of 
the  Scriptures?,  and  make  them  familiar  with  tlio.se  passages  best 
adapted  to  Christian  influence.  Whenever  practicable,  let  the 
preacher  examine  the  leaders  in  the  studies  recommended. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  formation  of  a  new  section,  to 
take  the  place  of  the  balance  of  §  3,  commencing  with  quest.  3, 
page  41,  as  follows : 

SECTION  lY. 

KEGLECT   OF   THE   MEANS   OF   GRACE, 

Quest.  1.  What  shall  we  do  with  those  members  of  our  Church 
who  habitually  neglect  the  means  of  grace,  such  as  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God,  the  supper  of  the  Lord,  family  and  private  prayer, 
searching  the  Scriptures,  class-meetings  and  prayer-meetings  ? 
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Ans.  1.  Let  the  elder,  deacon,  or  one  of  the  preachers  visit  them  Mlay  36. 
whenever  it  is  practicable,  and  explain  to  tliem  the  consequence  if  Twenty-first 
they  continue  to  neglect. 

2.  If  tliey  do  not  amend,  let  him  who  has  the  charge  of  the  cir- 
cuit or  station  bring  their  case  before  the  society,  or  a  select  number, 
before  whom  they  siiall  have  been  cited  to  appear,  and  if  tljfey  be 
found  guilty  of  willful  neglect  b,y  a  decision  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers before  whom  their  case  is  brought,  let  them  be  excluded. 

On  page  84  of  the  Discipline,  from  ans.  1  to  quest.  1,  in  §  12, 
strike  out  the  words,  "to  see  that  the  other  preachers  in  his  cir- 
cuit behave  well,  and  want  nothing,"  and  insert  the  following  an- 
swer: "He  shall  have  the  oversiglit  of  the  other  preachers  in  his 
circuit  or  station." 


Day. 
Morning. 


Oversight 
preacher 
charge. 


The  Report  as  amended  and  as  a  whole  was  adopted. 
[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  N,  III.] 

Report  No.  IV  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals  was 
taken  up,  and  pending  the  consideration  of  the  tirst 
item,  which  relates  to  the  Order  of  Public  Woi'ship, 
Desevignia  Starks  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  an 
additional  section  in  these  words,  "  Let  our  services  be 
invariably  closed  with  prayer,  singing,  and  the  bene- 
diction ;"  but,  on  motion  of  Kasimir  P.  Jervis,  the 
amendment  Avas  laid  on  the  table. 

Isaac  S.  Bingham  moved  to  amend  the  item  relating 
to  the  use  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  in  Public  Worship  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  concluding,"  and  inserting  in- 
stead thereof  the  words  "connection  with." 

Thomas  H.  Pearne  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on 
the  table;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail,  and  the 
amendment  was  lost. 

Alpha  J.  Kynett  moved  the  following  substitute  for 
that  item  of  the  Report  which  relates  to  the  use  of  the 
Ritual  in  certain  cases : 

Let  the  Ritual  be  used  in  every  service  for  which  it  is  appointed  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  accompanying  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Samson  Shinu,  the  substitute  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Elijah  H.  Pilcher  moved  to  amend  the  same  item  by 
striking  out  the  words,  "  in  the  burial  of  the  dead," 
which  amendment,  on  motion  of  James  S,  Smart,  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Williamson  Terrill,  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  ordered,  and  the  matter  relating  to  an  Order 
of  Public  Worship  was  adopted. 

The  item  relating  to  Singing  was  adopted. 


Bevisals. 
Report  N«.  IV. 
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Miayse.        The  item   relating  to  the   Reception  of  Ministers 

'^'dYy.""*'    from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  was  read. 
Morning.  Henry  C.    Benson   moved    to   amend    by   striking 

MtaFsters  from   out  the  proviso  ;  but,  on  motion  of  James  S.  Smart,  the 
South'.     ""^     amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Daniel  W.  Bristol  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
the  words  "or  Quarterly^'  before  the  word  "Confer- 
ence," which  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  item,  as 
amended,  was  adopted. 

The  fourth  item,  relating  To  the  Number  of  a  Se- 
lect Committee  for  Trial ;  fifth  item,  To  a  Rearrange- 
ment of  the  Discipline;  sixth  item.  To  Registration 
of  Marriages  and  Baptisms,  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  seventh  item,  relating  to  Preachers'  Quarterly 
Report,  was  read,  and  Isaac  Owen  moved  to  so  amend 
that  the  Report  shall  include  the  number  of  pastoral 
visits  made  during  the  quarter;  but,  on  motion  of. 
James  S.  Smart,  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Edward  G.  Andrews  moved  to  amend  by  requiring 
the  pastor  to  report  the  names  of  the  probationers 
who  have  been  received,  and  also  of  those  who  have 
been  discontinued ;  but  the  amendment,  on  motion  of 
Samuel  A.  W.  Jewett,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

John  V.  R.  Miller  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  require 
the  pastor  to  report  the  number  of  probationers ;  but, 
on  motion  of  Robert  M.  Hatfield,  the  amendment  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  the  matter  of  the  Quarterly  Re- 
port was  adopted. 

The  eighth  item,  on  Examining  Accounts,  was  read. 
Thomas  C.  Gardner  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"Trustees."  A  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  strike 
out  on  the  table  was  lost,  when  Sylvester  L.  Congdon 
moved  to  lay  the  whole  item  on  the  table,  and  the 
motion  prevailed. 

The  ninth  item,  relating  to  the  Duties  of  Stewards, 
was  read  and  adopted. 

The  following  changes  in  the  Discipline  were  there- 
fore ordered : 


In   relation   to       On  page  38,  §  1,  chap,  ii,  Part  I,  change  the  section  on  Public 
Public    Wor-   Worship,  so  that  it  shall  read  as  follows: 

*'*'P*  Quest.  What  directions  shall  be  given  for  the  establishment  of 

uniformity  in  public  worship  among  us  on  the  Lord's  day? 

Ans.  1.  Let  the  morning  service  consist  of  singing,  prayer,  the 
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reading  of  a  lesson  from  the  Old  Testament,  and  another  from  the 
New,  and  preaching. 

2  Let  the  afternoon  or  evening  service  consist  of  singing,  prayer, 
the  reading  of  one  or  two  Scripture  Lessons,  and  preaching. 

3.  On  the  daj^s  of  administering  the  sacrament  of  tlie  Lord's  Sup- 
per the  reading  of  the  Scripture  lessons  may  be  omitted. 

4.  In  administering  the  sacraments  and  in  the  burial  of  the  dead 
let  our  form  of  ritual  invariably  be  used.  Let  the  Lord's  Prayer 
also  be  used  on  all  occasions  of  public  worship  in  concluding  the 
first  prayer,  the  congregation  being  exhorted  to  join  in  its  audible 
repetition.  Let  a  Doxology  be  sung  at  the  conclusion  of  each  serv- 
ice, and  the  Apostolic  Benediction  be  invariably  used  in  dismissing 
the  congregation.  ' 

5.  Let  the  people  be  earnestly  exhorted  to  join  in  all  these  acts 
of  worship,  and  especially  to  respond  to  the  prayers  of  our  ritual. 

6.  Let  the  society  be  met,  wherever  it  is  practicable,  on  the  Sab- 
bath day. 

On  page  40,  in  section  2,  let  the  fourth  answer  read  as  follows : 
Ans.  4.  Let  one  or  more  be  chosen  in  each  society  to  lead  the 
singing. 

On  page  82,  §  11,  chap,  ii,  Part  I,  insert  the  following  as  a  second 
question  and  answer,  changing  the  numbers  of  those  that  follow  to 
correspond : 

Quest.  2.  How  shall  we  receive  those  ministers  who  may  offer  to 
unite  with  us  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South? 

Ans.  Upon  the  same  conditions  as  specified  in  answer  to  quest.  1, 
provided  they  give  satisfactory  assurances  to  an  Annual  or  Quar- 
terly Conference  of  their  loyalty  to  the  national  government,  and 
hearty  approval  of  the  antislavery  doctrine  of  our  Church. 

,    On  page  128,  §2,  quest.  1,  ans.  1,  after  the  words  "or  a  select 
number,"  insert  the  words  "of  not  less  than  five." 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
.New  Hampsliire  Conference,  recommending  a  rearrangement  of  the 
Discipline,  according  to  the  plan  proposed  by  Bishop  Baker,  respect- 
fully report  that  they  have  examined  the  new  arrangement  propo.sed 
by  Bishop  Baker,  and  most  cordially  approve  the  same,  as  in  their 
iudgment  much  more  simple,  logical,  and  convenient  than  the  old, 
and  accordingly  tiiey  submit  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions : 

Besolved,  1.  That  tiie  "Table  of  Contents,"  herewith  submitted, 
be  printed. 

Resolved,  2.  That  Bishop  Baker  be  associated  with  the  Committee 
authorized  to  edit  the  new  edition  of  the  Discipline  in  the  execution 
of  that  work,  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  adopt  (so  far  as  practi- 
cable, consistently  with  the  modifications  of  the  Discipline  ordered 
at  this  General  Conference)  the  arrangement  prepared  by  Bishop 
Baker. 

On  page  125,  from  ans.  1,  quest.  3,  strike  out  the  words  "to  reg- 
ister the  marriages  and  baptisms,"  and  add  to  ans.  9,  §  12,  chap,  ii, 
Part  II,  page  85,  the  words,  "and  also  to  register  the  marriages 
and  baptisms." 

The  effect  of  the  above  change  is  to  transfer  the  duty  of  making 
the  register  from  the  stewards  to  the  minister. 

On  page  85,  amend  the  first  line  of  answer  11,  so  that  the  answer 
shall  read,  "  To  make  a  written  report  at  each  Quarterly  Conference 
and  Love-feast  of  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  received  into 
the  Churcli  or  excluded  therefrom  during  the  quarter;  also  tho 
names  of  those  who  have  been  received  or  dismissed  by  certificate, 
and  of  those  who  have  died  or  withdrawn  from  the  Church." 

16 
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Editors  of  Dis- 
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On  page  125,  strike  out  the  following,  relating  to  the  duties  of 
stewards,  from  quest.  3,  ans.  1,  namely:  "and  to  be  subject  to  the 
bishops,  the  presiding  elder  of  the  district,  and  the  elder,  deacon, 
and  traveling  preachers  of  their  circuit." 

The  Report  as  amended  and  as  a  whole  was  adopted. 
[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Aj^^^endix  N",  IV.] 
Miner  Raymond,  Chairman  of  the  Committee   on 

Revisals,  offered  the  following  resolutions,  and  they 

were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  edit  the  Discipluie  consist  of  the 
Secretary,  and  First  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  General  Conference, 
and  the  Book  Editor  at  New  York. 

He-solved,  That  the  committee  to  edit  the  forthcoming  edition  of 
the  Discipline  be  instructed  to  conform  the  wording  of  ans.  5,  quest. 
4,  §  1,  chap,  iv,  Part  II,  page  99,  to  the  change  of  rule  made  on 
page  53,  making  trustees  members  of  the  Quarterly  Conference. 

Samuel  C.  Brown  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  editors  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Discipline  be 
and  hereby  are  authorized,  in  preparing  it  for  the  press,  to  make  such 
verbal  changes  as  shall  conform  its  phraseology  to  the  action  of  this 
General  Conference. 

Presentation  of       Bishop  Janes,  on  behalf  of  Peter  Myers,  presented 
Geo.  Pecic.    '  to  Rcv.  George   Peck,  D.  D.,  as  the  oldest  traveling 

preacher  in  this  General  Conference,  a  beautiful  cane, 

bearing  the  following  inscription : 

Made  from  one  of  the  Rafters  of  the  Old  Rigging  Loft  in  Will- 
iam-street, New  York,  where  the  Methodists  worshiped  before  they 
removed  to  Wesley  Chapel,  Joha-street,  N.  Y.  Presented  to 
George  Peck,  D.  D.,  May  1864. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  H.  Nesbit,  it  was  agreed  that 
when  Conference  adjourn  it  shall  be  till  half  past  two 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Report  No.  V  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  relating 
to  the  Trial  of  Accused  Members,  was  taken  up. 

Pending  its  consideration,  Thomas  H.  Pearne  moved 
the  previous  question,  and  the  motion  was  sustained ; 
and  the  following  was  adopted  as  a  substitute  for  §  2, 
chap.  X,  Part  II,  commencing  on  page  128  of  the  Dis- 
cipline : 

SECTION   II. 


Bevlsals. 
Keport  No.  V. 


TRIAL   OP   AN   ACCUSED   MEMBER. 


Trial  of  an  ae- 
cnsed  member. 


Quest.  1.  How  shall  an  accused  member  be  brought  to  trial  ? 

Ans.  Before  a  committee  of  not  less  than  five,  who  shall  not  be 
members  of  the  Quarterly  Conference,  (and  if  the  preacher  judge  it 
necessary,  he  may  select  the  committee  from  any  part  of  the  district,) 
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in  the  presence  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  who  shall  preside  in  the 
Trial,  and  cause  exact  minutes  of  the  evidence  and  proceedings  in 
tiie  case  to  be  taken.  In  the  selection  of  the  committee,  the  parties 
may  cliallenge  for  cause. 

If  the  accused  person  be  found  guiltv  by  the  decision  of  a  majority 
of  the  committee,  and  the  crnne  be  such  as  is  expressly  forbidden  by 
the  Word  of  God,  sufficient  to  e.\clude  a  person  from  the  kingdom 
of  grace  and  glory,  let  the  preacher  in  charge  expel  him. 

If  the  accused  person  evade  a  trial  by  absenting  himself,  after 
sufficient  notice  given  him,  he  may  be  tried  in  his  absence,  and  if 
found  guilty  he  shall  be  expelled. 

But  in  cases  of  neglect  of  duties  of  any  kind,  imprudent  conduct, 
indulging  sinful  tempers  or  words,  the  buying,  selling,  or  using  in- 
toxicating liquors  as  a  beverage,  or  disobedience  to  the  order  and 
discipline  of  the  Church,  first,  let  private  reproof  be  given  by  a. 
preacher  or  leader,  and  if  there  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  fault 
and  proper  humiliation,  the  person  may  be  borne  with.  Oh  a  sec- 
ond oSense  the  preacher  or  leader  maj'  take  one  or  two  faithful 
friends.  On  a  tliird  oflense  let  him  be  brought  to  trial,  and  if  found 
guilty,  and  there  be  no  sign  of  real  humiliation,  he  shall  be  expelled. 

If  a  member  of  our  Church  shall  be  accused  of  endeavoring  to  sow 
dissensions  in  any  of  our  societies,  by  inveighing  against  either  our 
doctrines  or  Discipline,  the  person  so  offending  shall  first  be  reproved 
by  the  preacher  in  charge,  and  if  he  persist  in  such  pernicions  prac- 
tices he  shall  be  brought  to  trial,  and  if  found  guilty  expelled. 

Quest.  2.  How  sliall  disputes  between  members  of  our  Church, 
concerning  business  transactions,  be  settled? 

Ans.  1.  On  any  disagreement  between  two  or  more  members  of 
our  Church,  concerning  busin'^^s  transactions  which  cannot  be 
settled  by  the  parties,  the  preacher  in  charge  shall  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  L'ld  shall  recommend  to  the  parties  a 
reference  consisting  of  two  arbiters  cliosen  by  the  plaintiff,  and  two 
chosen  by  the  defendant,  which  four  arbiters  so  chosen  shall  nomi- 
nate a  fifth,  the  five  arbiters  being  members  of  our  Church. 

If  either  party  refuse  to  abide  their  judgment  he  shall  be  brought 
to  trial,  and  if  he  fail  to  show  sufficient  cause  for  such  refusal  he 
shall  be  expelled. 

Ans.  2.  If  any  member  of  our  Church  shall  refuse,  in  cases  of 
debt  or  other  disputes,  to  refer  the  matter  to  arbitration  when  rec- 
ommended by  the  preacher  in  charge,  or  shall  enter  into  a  lawsuit 
with  another  member  before  these  measures  are  taken,  he  shall  be 
brought  to  trial,  and  if  he  fail  to  show  that  the  case  is  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  require  and  justify  a  process  at  law,  he  shall  be  expelled. 

Quest.  3.  "What  shall  be  done  in  cases  of  insolvency  ? 

An3.  1.  The  preachers  who  have  the  oversight  of  circuits  and  sta- 
tions are  required  to  execute  all  our  rules  fully  and  strenuously 
against  all  frauds,  and  particularly  against  dishonest  insolvencies; 
suflering  none  to  remain  in  our  Cluirch  on  anj'  account  who  are 
found  guilty  of  any  fraud. 

2.  To  prevent  scandal,  when  any  of  our  members  fail  in  business, 
or  contract  debts  which  they  are  not  able  to  pay,  let  two  or  three 
judicious  members  of  the  Church  inspect  the  accounts,  contracts, 
and  circumstances  of  tlie  case  of  the  supposed  delinquent,  and  if 
they  judge  tiiat  he  has  behaved  dishonestly,  or  borrowed  money 
williout  a  probability  of  paying,  let  him  be  brouglit  to  trial,  and  if 
found  guilty  expelled. 

1.  In  all  the  foregoing  cases  of  trial,  witnesses  from  witliout  shall 
not  be  rejected ;  and  the  testimony  of  an  absent  witness  may  be 
taken  before  the  preacher  in  charge,  or  a  preacher  appointed  by  the 


TwE>"TT-riR8T 

Day. 
Morning. 


For  neglect  of 
duty,  or  im- 
prudent con- 
duct. 


For  dissension. 


Disagreement 
in       business, 
and    non-pay- 
ment of  debts. 


Insolvency  oa 
the  part  of 
any  of  our 
members. 


Qeneral  Direc- 
tions. 


244 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


[1864. 


IMay  Si6.     presiding  elder  of  the  district  within  which  such  witness  resides; 

TwKNTT-FiKST    providod,  in  every  case,  sufiBcient  notice  has  been  given  to  the  ad- 

^■*^^;  verse  party  of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  such  testimony.     The 

Mornmg.        accused  shall  have  the  right  to  call  to  his  assistance,  as  counsel,  any 

member  in  good  and  regular  standing  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church. 

2.  If  in  any  of  the  above-mentioned  cases  the  preacher  in  charge 
differs  in  judgment  from  the  majority  of  the  committee  concerning 
the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused,  he  may  refer  the  trial  to  the 
ensuing  Quarterly  Conference,  which  shall  have  authority  to  order  a 
new  trial. 

3.  If  there  be  a  murmur  orujomplaint  from  any  excluded  person 
in  any  of  the  above-mentioned  instances  that  justice  has  not  been 
done,  he  shall  be  allowed  an  appeal  to  the  next  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence, except  such  as  absent  themselves  from  trial  after  sufiBcient 
notice  is  given  them ;  and  the  preacher  in  charge  shall  present  exact 
minutes  of  the  evidence  and  proceedings  of  the  trial  to  the  Quarterly 
Conference,  from  which  minutes  the  case  shall  finally  be  determined. 

4.  After  such  forms  of  trial  and  expulsion  such  person  shall  have 
no  privileges  of  society  or  of  sacraments  in  our  Church  without 
contrition,  confession,  and  satisfactory  reformation. 

The  Report  as  a  whole  was  adopted. 

[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  N,  V.] 

Stephen  D.  Brown  offered  his  resignation  as  Editor 
of  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  and,  on  motion  of 
Thomas  M,  Eddy,  it  was  accepted. 

Jesse  T.  Peck  submitted  -.he  following  paper: 

K«6ignation     of   TO  THE  GENERAL   CONFEBENCE. 

•  ^^^^  Rev.  Fathers  an-d  Brethrex, — Aft«r  due  consideration  I  have 

determined  that  it  is  my  duty  to  resign  the  office  of  Editor  of  the 
Northern  Christian  Advocate.  I  do  this  with  great  reluctance,  but 
under  the  conviction  that  I  can  serve  the  Church  more  effectively 
elsewhere,  and  being  satisfied  that  the  appointment  to  this  office  is 
not  regarded  as  mandatory  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  Gen- 
eral Conference.  Most  respectfully  yours, 
Philadelphia,  May  26,  1864.  Jesse  T.  Peck. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  his  resignation  was  accepted. 
H.  c.  Benson  On  nomination  of  James  H.  Wilbur,  Henry  C. 
oAhe  Pacific  Bcnson  was   elected    Editor  of  the  Pacific  Christian 
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ology  was  sung,  the  Benediction  was  pronounced  by 
Bishop  Clark. 


AfUrnoon. 


Opening  of 
C^ference. 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  26. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Bishop 
Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Ed- 
win E.  Griswold,  of  the  New  York  East  Conference. 
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The   Journal    of  this   morning  was    read   and   ap-    ^"^^y  ^®' 

TwENTT-nR8T 

proved.  dat. 

The  Book  Committee  for  New  York  was  nominated     ■^fl^^<^ 
and  confirmed,  as  follows  :  Book  commu- 

1.  New  York  and  New  York  East,   Morris   D'C.    York. 
Crawford. 

2.  Providence,  New  England,  and  Maine,  Charles 
F.  Allen. 

3.  East  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont,  An- 
des T.  Bullard. 

4.  Philadelphia,  New  Jersey,  and  Newark,  Joseph 
Castle. 

5.  Baltimore  and  East   Baltimore,  Charles  B.  Tip- 
pett. 

6.  Troy  and  Black  River,  Barnes  M,  Hall. 

7.  Oneida  and  Wyoming,  Daniel  W.  Bristol. 

8.  Genesee  and  East  Genesee,  Freeborn  G.  Hibbard. 

9.  Erie,  Pittsburgh,   and  West  Virginia,  William 

Hunter. 

The  Book  Committee  for  the  Western  Book  Con-  Book  Commit- 
tee at  Cincin- 

cern  was  nominated  and  confirmed,  as  follows :  ^^^ 

1.  Ohio  Conference,  Barzillai  N.  Spahr. 

2.  Cincinnati  and  Kentucky,  William  Young. 

3.  Central  Ohio  and  North  Ohio,  Henry  Whiteman. 

4.  Indiana  and  Southeastern  Indiana,  John  W.  Mel- 
lender. 

5.  North  Indiana  and  Northwest  Indiana,  John  L. 
Smith. 

6.  Detroit  and  Michigan,  Francis  B.  Bangs. 

Y.  Illinois  and  Southern  Illinois,  James  B.  Corring- 
ton. 

8.  Rock  River  and  Central  Illinois,  Richard  Haney. 

9.  Iowa,  Upper  Iowa,  and  Des   Moines,  Jacob  G. 
Dimmitt. 

10.'  Wisconsin    and    West   Wisconsin,    Northwest 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  Samuel  C,  Thomas. 

11.  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  Nebraska  and  Kansas, 
Samuel  Huffman. 

12.  German  Conferences,  George  L.  Mulfinger. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Dele-  ^j^fegltL"' 
gates  was  read  and  recommitted  for  correction. 

On  motion  of  James  Porter,  the  Committee  on  Ex-  Book  Concern 
penses   oi  Delegates  was   authorized   to  draw  on  the    ciency. 
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Book  Concern  for  such  an  amount  as  may  be  necessa- 
ry to  meet  the  deficiencies  of  the  collections. 

On  motion  of  John  W.  White,  all  persons  having 
moneys  belonging  to  the  fund  to  pay  the  Expenses  of 
the  General  Conference  were  directed  to  forward  them 
to  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  or  Cincinnati,  and 
that  the  amounts  so  forwarded  be  acknowledged  in 
the  Advocates  at  those  places  respectively. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  Bishop  Clark  took 
the  chair. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the 
Ritual  Avas  taken  up,  and  No.  II,  relating,  1.  To 
Solerainizatioii  of  Matrimony ;  2.  To  the  Burial  of  the 
Dead ;  No.  Ill,  relating  to  the  Baptism  of  Infants ; 
No.  IV,  relating  to  the  Baptism  of  Adults  ;  and  No. 
V,  relating,  1 .  To  an  Order  for  the  Administration  of 
the  Lord's  Supper  ;  2.  To  the  Form  of  Consecrating  a 
Bishop ;  3.  To  the  Form  of  Ordaining  Elders  ;  and, 
4.  To  the  Form  of  Ordaining  Deacons,  were  adopted ; 
and  the  Reports  of  the  committee  as  amended  and  as 
a  whole  were  adopted,  [For  Reports  as  adopted,  see 
AppendixX,  I,  II,  III,  IV,  and  V.] 

Report  No.  VI  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals  was 
taken  up,  and  the  item  prescribing  an  Order  of  Busi- 
ness for  Quarterly  Conferences  was  read,  when  Paul 
R.  Brown  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  as  the  first 
question  the  following  ;  "  Are  there  any  new  members 
to  be  recognized  ?"  On  motion  of  George  W.  Breck- 
enridge,  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Barzillai  N.  Spahr  moved  that  the  whole  item  be  in- 
definitely postponed,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 
William  H.  Goode  moved  that  the  item  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  that  the  committee  appointed  to  edit 
the  Discipline  be  authorized  to  prepare  an  Order  of 
Quarterly  Conference  Business ;  but  on  motion  of 
William  H.  Ferris,  this  motion  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Matthias  Himebaugh,  the  previous 
question  was  ordered  by  a  vote  of  114  to  40,  and  the 
item  was  adopted. 

The  items  respecting  Secretary  of  Quarterly 
Conferences  and  Recording  Steward  were  severally 
adopted. 
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The  item  concerning  the  Examination  of  Church 
Records  was  read,  when  William  Harden  moved  to 
lay  it  on  the  table,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

James  Porter  moved  to  reconsider  so  much  of  the 
Order  of  Quarterly  Conference  Business  as  is  con- 
tained in  the  third  item  of  question  four,  and  also  the 
third  item  of  question  six,  both  relating  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Examination  of  Church  Kecoids.  William 
M'K.  Hester  moved  to  so  amend  the  motion  as  to 
reconsider  the  whole  Order  of  Business.  On  motion 
of  Lucius  H.  King,  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

James  Porter  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  matters 
reconsidered.  George  W.  Chenoweth  moved  as  a  sub- 
stitute to  strike  out  the  items  in  tlie  questions  men- 
tioned and  insert  the  following :  "  Are  the  Church 
Records  properly  kept  ?"  On  motion  of  James  S. 
Smart,  the  previous  question  was  ordered,  and  the  sub- 
stitute was  adopted. 

Jesse  T.  Peck  moved  to  reconsider  the  whole  matter 
of  Quarterly  Conference  Business;  but,  on  motion  of 
Thomas  C.  Gardner,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

John  M.  Reid  moved  that  the  committee  appointed 
to  edit  the  Discipline  be  authorized  to  insert  the  ques- 
tions in  regard  to  the  Church  Records  and  the  District 
Steward  in  their  proper  places. 

James  Pike  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  same 
committee  have  discretionary  power  as  to  the  arrange- 
ment of  all  the  questions  relating  to  Quarterly  Con- 
ference Business. 

Kasimir  P.  Jervis  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on 
the  table,  which  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  59  to  75; 
and  the  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  motion  as 
amended  was  carried. 

The  fifth  item,  relating  to  Early  Morning  Preaching, 
was  adopted. 

The  sixth  item,  relating  to  Limitation  of  the  Term  of 
Service  of  Missionaries  to  Foreign  Populations  in  Cer- 
tain Cases,  was  read,  when  Jacob  Rothweiler  moved  to 
lay  it  on  the  table ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail,  and 
the  item  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  81  to  77. 

The  seventh  item,  relating  to  the  Privileges  of  Col- 
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ored  Local  Preachers  in  Quarterly  Conferences,  was 
read ;  when  Samuel  Y.  Monroe  moved  as  a  substitute, 
that  §  5,  chap,  viii,  Part  II,  relating  to  "The  Rights 
and  Privileges  of  Preachers  and  Official  Members  of 
our  Colored  Membership,"  be  stricken  from  the  Disci- 
pline, and  the  substitute  was  adopted. 

Item  eight,  relating  to  the  Duties  of  Presiding 
Elders  in  certain  cases ;  item  nine,  concerning  the  Re- 
lation of  Agent  and  Assistant  Agent  in  the  Manage- 
ment of  the  Book  Concern ;  item  ten,  concerning  the 
Relation  of  Editors  to  Conferences ;  item  eleven,  con- 
cerning the  Relation  of  a  Local  Preacher  to  his  Charge 
when  he  is  a  Pastor ;  item  twelve,  relating  to  the  Con- 
secration of  a  Bishop ;  and  item  thirteen,  concerning 
the  Amenability  of  Local  Preachers  in  Certain  Cases, 
were  severally  adopted,  and  the  Report  as  amended 
and  as  a  whole  was  adopted,  by  which  the  following 
changes  of  the  Discipline  were  ordered : 

Change  Part  II,  cliap.  i,  §  4,  pages  56,  57,  and  58,  so  that  question 
five  and  the  answer  will  read  as  follows: 

Quest.  5.  What  is  the  order  of  business  in  the  Quarterly  Con- 
ferences ? 

Ans.  To  inquire : 

1.  Are  there  any  complaints? 

2.  Are  there  any  appeals? 

3.  Is  there  a  written  report  from  the  pastor: 

(I.)  Of  the  number,  state,  and  average  attendance  of  the  Sunday- 
schools  and  Bible-classes,  and  the  extent  to  which  he  has  preached 
to  the  children  and  catechized  them?     (See  Part  IV,  §  1.) 

(2.)  Of  the  religious  instruction  of  the  children,  as  provided  for  in 
Part  I,  §  3,  quest.  3  ? 

(3.)  Of  the  general  condition  of  the  charge,  embracing  the  items  in 
ans.  11,  quest.  1,  §  12,  chap,  ii.  Part  II? 

4.  Is  there  a  report  from  Standing  Committees  ? 
(1.)  The  Committee  ou  Missions? 

(2.)  The  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools? 
(3.)  The  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause? 
(4.)  Are  the  Church  Records  properly  kept  ? 

5.  Have  the  General  Rules  been  read  this  quarter? 

6.  Who  shall  constitute  the  Disciplinary  Committees : 
(1.)  On  Missions? 

(2.)  On  Sabbath-Schools  ? 

(3.)  On  the  circulation  of  Tracts? 

7.  What  amount  has  been  estimated  for  the  support  of  the  pastor 
or  pastors  the  present  year  ? 

8.  What  sum  has  been  apportioned  to  be  raised  by  this  charge : 
(1.)  For  the  support  of  the  presiding  elder? 

(2.)  For  the  Conference  claimants  ? 

(3.)  For  missionary,  tract,  Sunday-school,  educational,  and  other 
benevolent  objects  ? 

9.  Is  any  change  desired  in  the  Board  of  Stewards? 

10.  Are  there  any  recommendations, 
(1.)  For  license  to  preach? 


1864.] 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


249 


(2.)  For  adraissioa  into  the  traveling  connection  ? 

(3.)  For  election  of  local  preachers  to  deacon's  or  elder's  orders? 

11.  Will  3'oii  now  attend  to  the  examination  of  character  and  the 
renewal  of  licenses? 

12.  Who  shall  be  the  district  steward? 

13.  Who  shall  be  the  estimating  committee  or  committees? 

14.  Is  tiiere  a  report  from  the  trustees  of  the  church  property? 

,     15.  How  many  subscribers  have  been  obtained  for  our  periodicals  ? 
1    16.  What  amounts  have  been  received  for  benevolent  objects? 

(1.)  For  Missions? 

(2.)  For  Tract  Society? 

(3.)  For  Sunday-School  Union  ? 

(4.)  For  American  Bible  Society  ? 

(5.)  For  other  objects? 

17.  Who  shall  be  the  stewards  for  the  ensuing  year? 

18.  What  amount  has  been  raised  during  the  quarter  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  ministry,  and  how  has  it  been  applied? 

19.  Is  there  any  other  business? 

20.  Where  shall  the  next  quarterly  meeting  be  held? 

The  committee  also  recommend  that  N.  B.  2,  page  58,  be  changed 
80  as  to  read :  "  Questions  6  and  7  are  asked  only  at  the  first  Quar- 
terly Conference ;  question  8  only  at  the  second ;  and  all  from  it«m 
two  in  question  10  to  question  17  inclusive,  only  at  the  last." 

Also  a  change  of  quest.  3,  page  54,  §  4,  chap,  i,  Part  II,  so  that 
it  shall  read:  "The  Quarterly  Conference  shall  appoint  a  secretary 
to  take  minutes  of  the  proceedings  thereof,  to  be  recorded  by  the 
recording  steward  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose." 

Also  Part  II,  chap,  ix,  answer  to  quest.  5,  page  126,  so  that  it 
shall  read:  "Not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  nine,  one  of  whom 
shall  be  appointed  recording  steward  by  the  Quarterly  Conference 
after  each  annual  election.'" 

Also  to  strike  out  ans.  4  to  quest.  1,  §  3,  chap,  ii,  page  63,  of  the 
Discipline,  which  reads:  "To  preach  in  the  morning  where  he  can 
get  hearers.  We  recommend  morning  preaching  at  five  in  the  sum- 
mer and  si.v  in  the  winter  wherever  it  is  practicable." 

Also  that  §  5,  chap,  viii.  Part  II,  page  122,  relating  to  "the  rights 
and  privileges  of  preachers  and  official  members  of  our  colored  mem- 
bership," be  stricken  from  the  Discipline. 

Also  the  change  of  "  a  "  to  "  the  "  on  page  99,  §  1,  quest.  4,  ans.  5, 
before  the  words  "  Quarterly  Conference."  Also  to  strike  out  all 
between  the  words  "Conference"  and  "else,"  beginning  with  the 
words  "consisting  of,"  so  that  it  shall  read:  "To  be  present  as  far 
as  practicable,  and  hold  all  the  quarterly  meetings;  and  to  call 
together,  at  each  quarterly  meeting,  the  Quarterly  Conference  to  hear 
complaints  and  to  receive  and  try  appeals,"  etc. 

Also  the  following  addition  on  page  217,  second  paragraph,  after 
the  words  "Assistant  Agent,"  the  following,  namely:  "to  conduct 
the  Book  Concern  at  New  York;"  so  that  it  may  read,  "There  shall 
be  an  Agent  and  an  Assistant  Agent  to  conduct  the  Book  Concern 
at  New  York, "  etc. 

Also  on  page  225,  in  top  line.  Part  IV,  §  5,  paragraph  10,  after  the 
■word  "California,"  add  "for  each  of  which  there  shall  be  an  editor, 
who,  if  chosen  from  among  the  traveling  preachers,  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  such  Conference  as  he  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
bishops,  select." 
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Also  the  addition  of  a  sixth  paragraph,  §  2,  chap,  viii,  page  118, 
as  follows :  "  Whenever  a  local  preacher  shall  have  a  pastoral  charge 
he  shall  hold  his  Church  relation  in  said  charge." 

Also  on  page  91,  chap.  3,  answer  to  question  2,  the  substitution 
of  the  following  words:  "Shall  consecrate  him  according  to  the 
ritual." 

Also  on  page  93,  7th  answer  to  question  3,  the  following,  (in  the 
duty  of  bishops,)  namely:  "To  consecrate  bishops,  and  ordain  elders 
and  deacons." 

Also  to  strike  out  on  page  117,  chap,  viii,  §  2,  paragraph  3,  the 
foUowing  words,  "  Or  at  the  place  where  he  shall  reside  at  the  time 
of  his  location,"  so  that  it  shall  read,  "When  a  preacher  is  located 
or  discontinued  by  an  Annual  Conference,  he  shall  be  amenable  to 
the  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  charge  where  he  had  his  last  ap- 
pointment." 

[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix^  N^,  VI.] 

Nelson  E.  Cobleigh  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
item  relating  to  the  Term  of  Service  of  Missionaries  to 
Foreign  Populations, 

Gardner  Baker  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table;  but  the  motion  was  lost,  and  the  vote  was  re- 
considered, when,  on  motion  of  Heniy  F.  Koeneke, 
the  item  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  the  rule  requiring  pro- 
posed changes  of  the  Discipline  to  lie  on  the  table  one 
day  before  adoption  was  suspended  to  allow  immediate 
action  in  the  premises,  when,  on  his  motion,  the  fol- 
lowing change  was  ordered,  namely : 

On  page  92,  Part  II,  chap,  iii,  §  1,  ans.  3,  seventh  line  of  the  an- 
swer, the  word  "Secretary"  was  changed  to  the  word  "Secretaries." 

On  a  similar  motion  of  Miner  Raymond,  the  same 
rule  was  further  suspended,  when,  on  his  motion,  the 
following  changes  were  ordered,  namely : 

On  page  92,  Part  II,  chap,  iii,  §  1,  ans.  3,  insert  after  the  word 
"Editors,"  in  the  eight  and  ninth  lines  severally  of  the  answer,  the 
words  "Assistant  Editors." 

John  V.  R.  Miller  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  item  of  Report  No.  Ill  of  the  Committee  on 
Revisals,  relating  to  the  Means  of  Grace,  was  adopted ; 
but,  on  motion  of  James  S.  Smart,  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  William  M'K.  Hester,  Conference  pro- 
ceeded to  fix  the  place  of  its  next  session. 

Invitations  were  received  fiom  Chicago,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Baltimore,  and  Cincinnati.     After  the  various 


1864.] 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


251 


places  were  represented,  the  City  of  Chicago,  Illinois, 
was  selected  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

On  motion  of  James  Hill,  the  Editor  of  the  North- 
western Christian  Advocate,  and  the  Preachers  who 
may  be  stationed  in  the  City  of  Chicago,  were  appointed 
a  Committee  to  negotiate  with  the  several  Railroad 
Companies  whose  roads  lie  in  the  lines  of  travel  to 
that  city  for  commutation  of  fare  to  those  who  may 
attend  the  next  General  Conference. 

A  motion  of  Samuel  H.  Nesbit  providing  for  an 
evening  session  was  laid  on  the  table. 

William  M'Combs  moved  that  Conference  do  now 
adjourn,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

On  motion  of  Granville  Moody,  so  much  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  as  relates  to  the 
Oregon  Conference  was  reconsidered,  and,  on  motion 
of  Morris  D'C.  Crawford,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
boundaries  of  the  Oregon  Conference  be  the  same  as 
that  now  recited  in  the  Discipline. 

Elijah  H.  Pilcher  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  if  the  bishops  shall  organize  the  Idaho  Confereuce, 
then  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  include  in  it  so  much  of  the  Ore- 
gon Conference  as  now  lies  east  of  the  forty-third  meridian  of  west 
longitude. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  After  the  Dox- 
ology  was  sung,  the  Benediction  was  pronounced  by 
Bishop  Baker. 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  27. 

Conference  met  this  morning  at  half  past  eight 
o'clock,  Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  John 
W.  White,  of  the  Ohio  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and 
approved. 

Members  absent  when  the  vote  yesterday  to  lay  the 
matter  relating  to  the  Election  of  Stewards  on  the 
table  was  taken  were  grantfed  leave  to  record  their 
votes,  and  they  voted  as  follows : 

Ayes. — Allen  of  New  England,  Castle,  Durbin, 
Ferris,  Gurley,  Peck  of  California,  Poe — 7. 

N'oes. — Adams,  Bannister,  Cobleigh — 3. 
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And,  on  the  motion  to  adopt  the  resolutions  relating 
to  a  change  of  the  Second  Restrictive  Rule,  the  follow- 
ing votes  were  recorded : 

Ayes. — Allen  of  New  England,  Durbin,  Strout ;  and 
the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  correct  the  record  of 
the  votes  on  these  questions  accordingly, 

Joseph  M.  Trimble  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  each  Delegation  furnish  the  Secretary,  to  be  printed 
in  the  Journal,  the  amount  paid  to  each  delegate  as  his  traveling 
expenses. 

Samuel  C.  Brown  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
and  they  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  and  New  York,  in 
connection  with  the  Agent  of  the  Book  Depository  at  Chicago,  and 
the  Editor  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate,  be  a  committee 
to  ascertain,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Conference,  and  report 
the  same  to  the  Board  of  Bishops  by  the  time  of  their  annual  meet- 
ing in  the  fail  of  1866. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  bishops  be  authorized  to  apportion  the  said 
amount  among  the  several  Annual  Conferences  entitled  to  representa- 
tion in  the  General  Conference,  according  to  their  best  judgment  of 
their  ability  to  meet  the  same,  and  notify  the  said  Conferences  of  the 
sum  apportioned  to  them  at  their  session  in  1867. 

Resolved,  3.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Conferences  to 
make  arrangements  for  raising  tlie  amount  so  apportioned,  and 
any  Conference  failing  to  do  so  shall  forfeit  its  claim  upon  the 
Book  Concern  for  the  expenses  of  its  delegation. 

Report  No,  I  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Work  among  the  People  of  Color  was  taken  up,  and 
pending  a  motion  to  adopt  the  report,  Samuel  Y.  Mon- 
roe moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "  mis- 
sion "  where  it  occurs  in  the  second  resolution ;  but 
the  amendment  was  lost,  and  the  report,  comprising 
the  following  resolutions,  was  adopted  under  a  call 
fof  the  previous  question  by  Israel  C.  Pershing : 

1.  Resolved,  By  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  in  Conference  assembled.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  our 
Church  to  encourage  colored  pastorates  for  colored  people  wherever 
practicable,  and  to  contribute  to  their  eflBciency  by  every  means  in 
our  power. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  efficiency  of  said  pastorates  can  be  best 
promoted  by  distinct  Conference  organizations,  and  that  therefore  the 
bishops  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  organize  among  our 
colored  ministers,  for  the  benefit  of  our  colored  members  and  pop- 
ulation. Mission  Conferences^ne  or  more — where  in  their  godly 
judgment  the  exigencies  of  the  work  may  demand  it ;  and  should 
more   thau  one  be  organized,  to  determine  their  boundaries  until 
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the  meeting  of  the  next  General  Conference,  said  Conference  or  Con-     IMay  ST. 
ferences  to  possess  all  the  powers  of  Mission  Annual  Conferences.   Twentt-seoosd 

Provided,  That   nothing  in  tliis  resolution  be  so  construed  as  to 
impair  the  existing  constitutional  rights  of  our  colored  members  on       Momtnc. 
the.  one  hand,  or  to  forbid  on  the  other  the  transfer  of  white  minis- 
ters to  said  Conference  or  Conferences  where  it  may  be  practicable 
and  deemed  necessary. 

3.  Rtsolvtd,  Tliat  our  General  Missionary  Committee  be  requested 
to  take  into  careful  consideration  the  condition  of  our  colored  peo- 
ple, and  should  Conferences  be  organized  among  them,  make  to 
them — consistently  with  other  demands  upon  its  funds — such  ap- 
propriations as  may  be  essential  to  success. 

[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  Y,  I.] 
Report  No,  II  of  the  same  committee  was  taken  Yhl'^Pe^ie^or 
up  and  adopted,  as  follows :  Coior. 

The  following  resolution,  referred  first  to  the  Committee  on  Revi-    Report  No.  II. 
sals,  was,  upon  the  recommendation  of  said  committee,  referred  by 
the  General  Conference  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Work 
among  the  People  of  Color,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  there  exists  in  the  laws  of  our  Church  any  obstacle  to  the 
reception  into  the  various  Annual  Conferences  of  as  many  colored 
preachers  as  will  supply  the  colored  churches  estabUshed  or  to  be 
established  among  us. 

We,  the  committee  to  whom  this  subject  was  finally  referred,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  we  are  not  aware  of  any  legal  obstacle  to  the 
reception  of  colored  preachers  into  our  Annual  Conferences. 

[See  Appendix  Y,  II.] 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Centenary  of  Centenary  of 

•^  American 

Methodism  was  taken  up  and  read,  and  the  first,  second,    Methodism. 
third,  and  fourth  items  were  adopted. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  fifth  item,  William 
M'K.  Hester  moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  connec- 
tional,  central,  and  monumental,"  when,  on  motion  of 
Barzillai  N.  Spahr,  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  item  was  adopted. 

While  the  sixth  item  was  under  consideration,  Sam- 
uel Y.  Monroe  moved  a  substitute,  which  was  adopted, 
as  follows  : 

The  Board  of  Bishops  shall  appoint  twelve  traveling  preachers 
and  twelve  laymen,  who,  in  connection  with  the  members  of  their 
own  board,  shall  be  a  committee  to  determine  to  what  objects  and 
in  what  proportion  the  moneys  raised  as  connectioiial  fund  shall  be 
appropriated,  and  have  power  to  take  all  steps  necessary  to  their 
proper  distribution. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  Bishop  Thomson 
took  the  chair. 


254 


Journal  of  the   General  Conference. 


[1864. 


TWESTT-SECONT) 
DAT. 

Morning. 


Centennial  C«l- 
ebration. 


Pending  the  consideration  of  the  seventh  item, 
William  L.  Harris  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after 
the  words  "under  the  direction  of"  the  words,  "a 
committee  consisting  of  an  equal  number  of  ministers 
and  laymen  appointed  by,"  and  the  amendment  pre- 
vailed, and  the  item  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  eighth  and  ninth  items  were  struck  out. 

The  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  items,  now  become 
the  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth,  were  adopted,  and  the 
report  as  amended  and  as  a  whole,  comprising  the 
following  resolutions,  was  adopted  : 

Re-solved.  By  the  Delegates  of  the  Annual  Conferences  o»'  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  General  Conference  assembled,  as 
follows : 

1.  The  Centenary  of  Methodism  in  America  shall  be  celebrated 
by  all  our  cluirches  and  people  with  devout  thanksgiving  by  special 
rehgious  services  and  liberal  thank-offerings. 

2.  This  celebration  shall  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October, 
1866,  and  continue  through  the  month,  at  such  times  and  places  as 
may  best  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Societies. 

3.  The  primary  object  of  the  celebration  shall  be  the  spiritual 
improvement  of  our  members,  and  especially  by  reviewing  the 
great  things  God  hath  wrought  for  us,  the  cultivating  of  feelings  of 
gratitude  for  the  blessings  received  through  the  agency  of  Methodism. 

4.  As  the  gratitude  of  the  heart  ever  seeks  expression  in  out- 
ward acts,  we  invite  as  a  spontaneous  offering  to  Almighty  God  on 
this  occasion  pecuniary  contributions  from  each  "  according  as  God 
hath  prospered  him."  to  be  so  appropriated  as  to  render  more  efiQ- 
cient  in  the  centurj'  to  come  those  institutions  and  agencies  to  which 
the  Church  has  been  so  deeply  indebted  iu  the  century  past. 

5.  Two  departments  of  Christian  enterprise  shall  be  placed  before 
our  people,  one  connectional,  central,  and  monumental,  the  other 
local  and  distributive,  and  all  shall  be  urged  to  make  liberal  appro- 
priations to  both  according  to  tlieir  own  discretion. 

6.  The  Board  of  Bishops  shall  appoint  twelve  traveling  preachers 
and  twelve  laymen,  who,  in  connection  with  the  members  of  their 
own  board,  shall  be  a  committee  to  determine  to  what  objects  and 
in  what  proportions  the  mone\-s  raised  as  connectional  funds  shall 
be  appropriated,  and  have  power  to  take  all  steps  necessary  to 
their  proper  distribution. 

7.  The  local  funds  shall  be  appropriated  to  thecause  of  Education 
and  Church  Extension,  under  the  direction  of  a  committee,  consisting 
of  an  equal  number  of  ministers  and  laymen,  appointed  by  the  several 
Annual  Conferences  within  tlie  bounds  of  which  they  are  raised. 

8.  Each  Annual  Conference  shall  provide  for  the  delivery  of  a 
memorial  sermon  before  its  own  body  at  tlie  session  next  preceding 
the  centennial  celebration,  and  also  appoint  a  committee  of  an 
equal  number  of  ministers  and  laymen  to  give  advice  and  direction 
for  the  appropriate  celebration  of  the  centennial  in  our  principal 
churches. 

9.  As  the  highest  authority  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
we  commend  this  whole  subject  to  the  prayerful  consideration  of 
every  minister,  traveling  and  local,  and  every  official  and  private 
member  of  tiie  Church,  calling  for  the  most  energetic  efforts  every- 
where to  carry  out  in  their  true  spirit  these  systematic  and  noble 
plans;  and  after  due  consideration  we  deem  it  right  to  ask  for 
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and  to  expect  not  less  tlian  two  millions  of  dollars  for  achievements 
whicli  will  be  worthy  of  our  great  and  honored  Church,  and  which 
shall  show  to  our  descendants  to  the  latest  generations  the  gratitude 
we  feel  for  the  wonderful  Providence  which  originated  and  has  so 
largely  blessed  and  prospered  our  beloved  Church. 

10.  We  cordially  invite  our  brethren  in  all  the  branches  of  the 
great  Methodist  family,  in  this  and  in  other  lands,  to  unite  with  us  in 
this  grand  Centennial  Celebration,  that  together  we  may  lift  our 
thanksgivings  to  the  God  of  our  fathers,  and  renew  our  consecration 
to  his  spiritual  service. 


May  ay. 

twentt-second 
Day. 

Morning. 


[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  V.] 
Bishop  Simpson  called  the  attention  of  the  Confer- 
ence to  the  necessity  of  some  additional  disciplinary 
provisions  relating  to  the  organization  of  conferences 
of  colored  preachers  ;  and,  on  motion  of  Daniel  Curry, 
the  bishops,  in  connection  with  one  delegate  from  each 
of  the  following  conferences,  to  be  selected  by  the 
bishops,  namely,  Baltimore,  East  Baltimore,  Philadel- 
phia, and  New  Jersey,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and 
report  such  modification  as  they  may  deem  necessary 
in  the  premises. 

Miner   Raymond   offered    the   following   resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  bishops 
to  examine  the  order  of  business  for  Annual  Conferences,  and  report 
*    such  changes  as  they  may  think  desirable  to  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Conference. 
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Joseph  Castle  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  collection  be  now  taken  to  compensate  the  sex- 
ton of  this  church  for  his  protracted  and  laborious  services  in  wait- 
ing on  the  Conference  during  the  present  session. 


On  motion  of  James  Hill,  it  was  agreed  that  when 
Conference  adjourn  it  shall  be  till  half  past  two  o'clock 
this  afternoon. 

Horatio  R.  Clai-k  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  suit- 
able expression  of  the  thanks  of  this  body  for  the  hospitality  of  the 
people  of  Philadelphia  and  Camden,  the  overttires  and  invitations 
from  the  various  Churches  and  institutions  in  this  city,  and  for  favors 
in  railroad  travel  to  and  from  this  General  Conference,  and  to  Rev. 
Messrs.  Torrence  and  Femley  for  their  services  in  railroad  matters. 

The  Report   of  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation  Lay  DeiegaUon. 
was  read  and  adopted. 


Committee 
Thanks. 
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The  following  are  the  resolutions  of  the  report : 

1 .  Resolved,  That  while  we  reaffirm  our  approval  of  lay  represent- 
ation in  the  General  Conference  whenever  it  shall  be  ascertained 
that  the  Church  desires  it,  we  see  no  such  declaration  of  the  popular 
will  as  to  justify  us  in  taking  advanced  action  in  relation  to  it. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  are  at  all  times  ready  to  receive  petitions  and 
memorials  from  our  people  on  this  subject  and  to  consider  them  most 
respectfully. 

[For  the  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  M,  II.] 
Gardner  Baker,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Communication  from  the  National 
Association  of  Local  Preachers,  presented  a  report 
comprising  the  following  resolution,  and  it  was  read 
and  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Annual  Conferences  that 
they  publish  in  their  conference  minutes  annually  the  names  and 
post-office  addresses  of  all  the  local  preachers  within  their  bounds, 
designating  whether  the  preacher  be  an  elder,  deacon,  or  only 
licensed. 

Also,  that  when  practicable  they  publish  in  the  minutes  brief 
obituary  notices  of  our  local  brethren  who  have  died  during  the 
year. 

[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  Z,  II.] 

Jesse  T.  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pas- 
toral Address,  presented  and  read  a  report. 

Pending  its  consideration,  Thomas  M.  Eddy  moved 
to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "  ages  "  and  insert- 
ing instead  thereof  the  words  "  many  years ;"  but  the 
amendment  did  not  prevail. 

John  W.  Armstrong  moved  to  substitute  the  word 
"generations"  for  "ages;"  and,  on  motion  of  Hugh  D. 
Fisher,  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  H,  L}Tich,  the  pi'evious  ques- 
tion was  ordered,  and  the  Address  was  adopted.  [For 
Address,  see  Appendix  Q.] 

Samuel  C.  Brown  offered  the  following  resolution, 
namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Pastoral  Address  be  published  in  the  Daily 
Advocate  and  in  all  our  Church  papers,  and  that  the  pastors  be  re- 
quested to  read  it  to  their  several  congregations. 

Morris  D'C.  Crawford  moved  to  strike  out  so  much 
as  relates  to  its  being  read  by  the  pastors,  when,  on 
motion  of  William  M'K.  Hester,  the  whole  subject  was 
laid  on  the  table. 
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The  amount  of  the  collection  taken  for  the  sexton 
was  announced,  when,  on  motion  of  Lucius  H.  King,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  collection  be  repeated  this  after- 
noon. 

On   motion,  Conference  adjourned. 

After  the  Doxology  was  sung,  the  Benediction  was 
pronounced  by  Joseph  Cummings. 


]yiay  ar. 
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FRIDAY  ArTERNOO:N^,  MAY  27. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop 
Scott  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Joseph  E.  King,  of  the  Troy  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  Irish  Conference 
was  read,  when,  on  motion  of  Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  it  was 
recommitted ;  and  Joseph  Cummings  was  authorized 
to  prepare  a  reply,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  bish- 
ops.    [For  Reply,  see  Appendix  B,  V.] 

The  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada  was 
taken  up,  read,  and  approved ;  and  the  nomination  of 
Rev.  Geoi-ge  Webber,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  Mighill  Dustin 
as  delegates  to  that  body  was  confirmed.  [For  Re- 
ply, see  Appendix  B,  VII.] 

The  Reply  to  the  Conference  of  the  Wesleyan  Meth- 
odist Church  in  Canada  was  taken  up,  read,  and  ap- 
proved ;  and  the  nomination  of  Rev.  Charles  Elliott, 
D.  D.,  and  Rev.  George  Peck,  D.  D.,  as  delegates  to 
that  body  was  confirmed.  [For  Reply,  see  Appendix 
B,  IX.] 

The  Chair  announced  the  following 
Committee  on  Mesolution  of  Thanks:  Horatio  R. 
Clark,  Thomas  C.  Gardner,  Lorenzo  D.  M'Cabe,  Sam- 
uel C.  Brown,  Jacob  S.  M'Murray. 

On  motion  of  Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  the  Secretary  was 
instructed  to  read  only  such  parts  of  reports  as  de- 
mand specific  action. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Education,  pre- 
sented and  laid  on  the  table  May  24th,  was  taken  up, 
read,  and  the  several  items  considered  seriatim  and 
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adopted,  except  the  item  relating  to  a  Centennial  Col- 
lection, which  was  struck  out.  The  Report  as  amended 
and  as  a  whole,  comprising  the  following  resolutions, 
was  then  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline,  in  Part  lY,  an 
additional  section,  as  follows: 

SECTION    II. 

EDUCATION. 

Quest.  How  shall  the  Church  provide  for  the  higher  education  of 
her  youth  ? 

Ans.  1.  It  is  recommended  that  wherever  practicable  each  Con- 
ference have  at  least  one  academy  or  seminary  under  its  direct 
supervision,  and  that  such  institutions  confine  themselves  to  their 
legitimate  sphere  of  duties. 

2.  It  is  also  recomrrended  that,  as  a  general  thing,  not  less  than 
four  Conferences  unite  in  the  support  of  a  college  or  university ;  and 
the  Conferences  are  earnestly  advised  not  to  multiply  schools,  espe- 
cially of  this  higher  grade,  beyond  the  wants  of  the  people  or  their 
ability  to  sustain  them. 

3.  All  these  scliools  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  beneficiary  institu- 
tions. The  academy  must  be  furnished  with  buildings  and  apparatus 
by  the  benevolence  of  the  Church.  The  college  must,  in  addition  to 
these,  have  such  endowments  as  shall  yield  a  regular  income  suffi- 
cient to  meet  its  current  expenses;  and,  that  our  people  may  be 
properly  instructed  in  this  matter,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each 
preacher  in  charge  to  preach  on  the  subject  of  education  once  a 
year,  to  diffuse  information  hy  the  distribution  of  tract.s  or  otherwise, 
and  especially  to  qiaW  the  attention  of  our  wealthy  members  and 
friends  to  the  duty  of  making  liberal  donations  and  bequests  to  this 
object.  It  is  also  recommended  that  each  Conference  take  up  an- 
nually a  collection  to  aid  tjie  work  of  education. 

4.  It  is  advised  that  educational  societies  for  the  aid  of  poor  young 
men  be  established  in  connection  with  each  of  our  colleges  and  bib- 
lical institutes,  or  Annual  Conferences. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  reaffirms  the  resolutions 
passed  on  the  subject  of  Biblical  Institutes  and  of  Biblical  Depart- 
ments, in  connection  with  our  colleges,  by  the  General  Conference 
of  1856. 

2.  Tliat  to  relate  our  Biblical  Institutes  more  intimately  to  the 
regular  itinerant  work  of  the  ministry,  and  to  render  the  supervision 
of  the  General  Conference  over  them  more  obvious,  it  is  tiie  opinion 
of  this  General  Conference  that  the  appointment,  by  the  proper  au- 
thorities, of  a  bishop  to  each  of  our  Biblical  Institutes  as  president 
of  the  faculty  thereof,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  guide  and  advise  and 
act  as  the  immediate  representative  of  the  Board  of  Bishops  and  of 
the  General  Conference,  is  both  proper  and  desirable. 

3.  That  in  order  further  to  secure  an  appropriate  supervision  over 
the  Biblical  Institutes,  the  bishops  appoint  one  or  more  of  their  num- 
ber to  act  as  a  Visitorial  Committee,  with  the  president,  provided  he 
be  one  of  tl>e  bishops,  who  shall  annually  examine  tiie  character  of 
its  instruction,  condition,  and  arrangements  of  these  institutes,  and 
give  such  advice  and  direction  in  aU  respects  as  they  in  their  judg- 
ment may  deem  necessary. 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  words  "to  report  to  the  Annual  Conference 
the  statistics  of  the  literary  and  Biblical  institutions  located  within 
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Form  of  Blank 
for  Education- 
al Statistics. 


the  bounds  of  hie  district  and  under  the  care  of  our  Church,  accord-     Miay  QT". 
ing  to  the  form  pubUshed  in  tlie  appendix  to  the  DiscipHne,  be  in-   Twentv-second 
Bertfcd  in  ans.  6,  quest.  4,  §  1,  chap,  iv,  Part  II,  page  98,  of  the       aJ^^^' 
DiscipHne,  after  the  words  "and  Sunday-school  books."  fltrnoon. 

2.  Tliat  the  secretaries  of  the  Annual  Conferences  shall  send  to  the 
Book  Agents  at  New  York  a  copy  of  the  reports  furnished  by  the 
presiding  elders. 

3.  Tliat  tlie  Book  Agents  at  New  York  be  and  are  hereby  in- 
structed to  publish  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Discipline  the  following 
form  for  educational  statistics,  and  also  tlie  resolution  requiring  the 
secretaries  of  Conferences  to  furnish  copies  of  the  reports  to  the 
Book  Agents,  and  the  one  recommending  a  day  of  prayer  for  colleges. 

1.  Name  of  Institution.* 

2.  Grade. 

3.  Location. 

4.  Name  and  title  of  president  or  principaL 

5.  When  fotuided. 

6.  Number  of  instructors. 

1.  Whole  number  of  students. 
(a.)  Collegiate. 
(b.)  Preparatory, 
(c.)  Academic. 

8.  Number  of  graduates. 

9.  Number  of  graduates  in  the  ministry. 

10.  Honorary  degrees  conferred. 
(a.)  A.M. 

(b.)  D.D. 
(c.)  LL.D. 

11.  Value  of  grounds,  buildings,  and  furniture. 

12.  Endowment. 

13.  Volumes  in  libraries. 

14.  Value  of  apparatus. 

15.  Number  of  specimens  in  cabinet. 

16.  Income  from  tuition. 

17.  Income  from  other  sources. 

18.  Indebtedness. 

19.  Patronizing  Conferences. 

20.  Time  of  Commencement,  or  anniversary  exercises. 

(*  If  the  institution  is  open  for  both  sexes,  afiix  a  star  after  the  name,) 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  do  hereby  earnestly  recom-  Collegista 

mend  that  the  course  of  study  for  graduation  to  the  Baccalaureate  st*"i"®  **' 
degree  in  our  colleges  be  rendered  uniform,  and  in  all  cases  be        "  ^" 
raised  to  the  grade  of  the  best  colleges  in  our  country. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  our  people  to  observe  the  fourth   Observance  of  a 
Thursday  of  February  of  each  year  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  our  col-     Day  of  Prayer, 
leges  and  other  institutions  of  learning,  and,  where  practicable,  in  a 
public  manner. 

[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  K,  III.] 

Bishop  Kingsley  now  took  the  chair. 

David  Sherman  acjain  presented  the  Report  of  the  Expenses     of 

/^  •  T-\  T.  -rx   1  t   '  Delegates  Ke- 

Committee  on  Ji.xpenses  of  Delegates,  and  it  was  read    port, 
and  adopted,  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Delegates  would  offer  the  follow- 
ing as  tiieir  final  report  of  expenses  incurred  by  the  several  delega- 
tions, and  of  collections  taken  in  the  several  Annual  Conferences  to 
defray  the  same : 
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Baltimore $72  52 

Black  River 100  68 

California 372  28 

Central  Illinois 312  38 

Central  Ohio 201  70 

Cincinnati 174  96 

Detroit 127  66 

East  Baltimore 265  10 

East  Genesee 49  62 

East  Maine 75  74 

Erie 420  65 

Genesee 109  94 

Illinois 371  05 

Indiana 240  66 

Iowa 124  05 

Kansas 42  05 

Kentucky 7  35 

Maine 133  00 

Michigan 207  50 

Minnesota 78  02 

Missouri  and  Arkansas 

Nebraska 23  75 

Newark 218  00 

New  England 153  74 

New  Hampshire 37  25 

New  Jersey 214  16 

New  York 297  20 

New  York  Eak 181  30 

North  Indiana 146  00 

North  Ohio 280  46 

Northwestern  Indiana...  201  50 

Northwest  Wisconsin  ...  35  55 

Ohio 394  93 

Oneida 131  60 

Oregon 154  05 

PhUadelphia 511  27 

Pittsburgh 251  70 

Providence 102  31 

Rock  River 238  99 

Soutlieastern  Indiana. ...  17251 

Southern  lUiuois 230  45 

Troy 218  65 

Upperlowa 319  75 

Vermont 105  00 

Western  Iowa 127  20 

Western  Virginia 

West  Wisconsin 108  87 

Wisconsin 168  84 

Wyoming 140  13 


Expenses. 
$26  00 
240  00 
2,528  18 
275  00 
201  70 
413  00 
323  00 

121  75 
163  65 

122  22 
404  00 
109  94 
566  90 
285  00 
410  00 
200  00 

85  60 
157  40 

294  00 
445  98 
230  00 
348  50 

66  50 
128  00 
152  00 

64  16 
150  00 

80  00 
146  00 
197  60 

295  00 
197  96 

223  80 
178  19 

1,708  85 
181  44 
212  15 
97  25 
378  92 
245  50 

224  45 
183  13 
425  04 
154  00 
190  60 

180  00 
300  00 
60  72 
Total. .  .■ $8,652  07  $14,373  08 
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Deficiency.   SurploB, 

....      $46  52 

$139  32 

2,155  90 


238  04 
195  34 


114  03 
46  48 


195  85 

44  34 

285  95 

157  95 

78  25 

24  40 

86  50 

367  96 

230  00 

324  75 


114  75 


93  50 
162  41 

46  59 
1,554  80 


139  93 
72  99 


105  29 
49  00 
63  40 

71  13 
131  16 


37  38 

143  3& 
16  65 


151  50 

25  74 

150  00 
147  20 
101  30 

82  86 


171  13 


329  83 

39  55 

5  06 


6  00 
35  52 


79  41 


Deficiency  in  collection  to  meet  expenses  of  delegates . 

Expenses  of  Deputation  to  Washington 

Printing,  Stationery,  etc 


$5,721   01 

77  50 

430  40 

$6,228  91 

As  many  charges  have  failed  to  take  collections  to  meet  this 
deficiency,  we  recommend  that  the  preacliers  in  those  charges  take 
collections  for  tins  object  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  send  the  pro- 
ceeds to  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  and  Cincinnati. 
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twentv-secono 
Day. 

Afternoon. 

Dallas  D.  Lore 
elected  Editor 
of  the  North- 
ern Christiaa 
Advocate. 

Sanday-Sehooli 
and  Tract 

Cause. 

Beport  No.  IL 


The  election  of  Editor  of  the  Northern  Christian 
Advocate  was  taken  up ;  and,  on  motion  of  Freeborn 
G.  Hibbard,  Dallas  D.  Lore  was  chosen  by  acclama- 
tion. 

The  second  part  of  Report  No.  II  of  the  Committee 
on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tract  Cause,  laid  on  the  table 
May  17,  was  taken  up;  and,  in  pursuance  of  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  committee,  the  following  changes 
were  made  iu  the  Discipline,  namely : 

That  Part  II,  §  4,  page  55,  io  relation  to  the  business  of  the 
Quarterly  Conferenee,  be  changed  by  adding  anotiier  item,  as  follows: 

"  5.  To  appoint  a  Tract  Committee,  as  provided  for  in  Part  IV,  Tract  Commit- 
§  3,  item  1,  page  214."  ^^■ 

Also  by  adding  to  th«  third  section,  Part  IV,  page  214,  another 

item,  as  follows: 

''  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  presiding  elder  to  bring  the  Tract  Tract  Distriba- 
Cause  before  the  first  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  each  year,  in     *^*'"- 
each  circuit  and  station  wdthin  his  district;    and  said  Conference 
ghall  appoint  a  committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  devise  and  exe- 
cute plans  for  local  tract  dis-tribution- 

[For  Report  as  axiopted,  see  Aj^pendix  L,  IV.] 

Report  No.  Ill  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  Sunday-fiehooi* 

^  ,       ,        "i  „        .  *nd  Tract 

and   Tract  Cause  was  taken   up,  and  the  foUowmg    Cause, 
changes  of  the  Discipline,  recommended  by  the  com-      ^^  *'■     ' 
mittee,  were  adopted,  namely: 

The  Committee  reoommead  the  followimg  changes  in  ithe  Discipline, 
namely: 

1.  To  so  amend  Part  II,  chap,  i,  item  7,  and  page  55,  as  to  add  fiopcrintendent 
after  the  word  "Church'"  tJie  words  "the  first  male  superintendents  c^^h^j^f""*^^' 
of  oiir  Sunday-schools  shall  be  members  of  our  Churcli,  and  approved 

by  tlie  Quarterly  Conference  of  tlie  charge,  and  said  Quarterly  Con- 
ference shall  have  the  right  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  each 
school  or  society  in  the  bounds  of  the  circuit  or  station,  and  to  remove 
any  superintendent  who  may  prove  to  be  unworthy  or  inefiBcient," 
eo  that  the  whole  paragraph  shall  read  as  follows,  namely : 

7,  (a)  Each  Quarterly  Conference  sliali  have  ^uiervision  of  ail  the 
Sunday-schools  and  Sunday-school  societies  withm  its  bounds,  which 
schools  and  societies  shall  be  auxiliary  to  the  Suuday-Sehool  Union 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churek 

The  first  male  superintendents  of  our  Sunday-schools  shall  be 
members  of  our  Churcli,  and  approved  by  the  Quarterly  Conference 
of  the  charge,  and  said  Quarterly  Conference  sliall  luave  the  right 
to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  each  school  or  society  in  the  bounds 
of  the  circuit  or  station,  and  to  remove  any  superintendent  who.  may 
prove  to  be  unworthy  or  inefficient 

(6)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Quarterly  Conference,  at  the  first   Sunday -School 
Quarterly  Meeting  of  each  year,  to  appoint  a  committee  of  not  less     Committee, 
than  three  nor  more  than  nine,  who  shall  be  members  of  our  Church ; 
to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Sunday- Schools,  of  which  the  preacher 
in  charge  shall  be  the  chairman.    (See  page  205.) 

2.  To  eo  amend  Part  II,  chap,  i,  quest.  3,  page  57,  as  to  add  these 
references,  page  87,  item  19,  page  206,  item  4. 
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]VIa.y  97.         And  also  amend  Part  II,  chap,  i,  quest.  4,  page  57,  so  as  to  make 
TwKNTT-sEcosD    the  question  read:   "Quest.  4.    Who  shall  constitute  the  Sunday- 
School  Committee  ?"     (See  page  205.) 


Day. 

Afternoon. 


Sunday-School 
Statistics. 


Simday-Schools 
and  the  In- 
struction of 
Children. 


Snnday-School 
Books. 


Sunday-School 
Bible-C  lueses. 


Catechisms    to 
be  used. 


Preachers    and 
Children. 


3.  To  amend  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  §  12,  item  19,  page  87,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  "as  far  as  practicable"  in  said  section  in  third 
line  of  said  item,  and  also  by  striking  out  the  word  "and"  in  the 
fourth  line  of  said  item  19,  and  by  inserting  after  the  word  "state" 
the  words  "average  attendance,"  so  that  the  whole  paragraph  shall 
read  thus:  "19.  To  lay  before  the  Quarterly  Conference  at  each 
quarterly  Aeeting,  to  be  entered  on  its  Journal,  a  written  statement 
of  the  number,  state,  and  average  attendance  of  tiie  Sunday-schools 
in  tlie  circuit  or  station,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Annual  Con- 
ference, according  to  the  form  published  by  the  Sunday-School  Union 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  together  with  the  amount  raised 
for  the  support  of  missions  and  tor  the  publication  of  Bibles  and 
tracts."     (See  page  206,  item  4.) 

4.  To  so  amend  Part  IV,  §  1,  page  205,  as  to  make  the  section 
read : 

SECTION  I. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS  AND  THE  INSTRUCTION   OF  CHILDREN. 

Quest.  1.  What  shall  we  do  for  the  moral  and  religious  instruction 
of  our  children  ? 

Arts.  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  presiding  elder  to  bring  the 
subject  of  Sunday-schools  before  the  first  Quarter!}'  Conference  of  each 
year ;  and  said  Quarterly  Conference  shall  proceed  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  nine,  to  be  called  the 
Committee  on  Sunday-Schools,  of  which  the  preacher  in  charge  shall 
be  the  chairman,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  aid  the  preacher  in 
charge  and  the  officers  of  the  Sunday-schools  in  procuring  suitable 
teachers,  in  promoting  in  all  proper  ways  the  attendance  of  chil- 
dren on  our  Sunday-schools  and  on  our  regular  public  worship,  and 
in  raising  money  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Sunday-schools  of  the 
charge. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  aided  by  the  super- 
intendent and  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools,  to  decide  as  to 
what  books  shall  be  used  in  our  Sunday-schools.     (See  page  55.) 

2.  It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  the  preachers  having  charge  of 
circuits  or  stations,  with  the  aid  of  the  other  preachers  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sunday-Schools,  to  form  Sunday-schools  in  all  our  congre- 
gations where  ten  children  can  be  collected  for  that  purpose,  and  to 
engage  the  co-operation  of  as  many  of  our  members  as  they  can,  and 
to  visit  the  schoolams  often  as  practicable ;  to  preach  on  the  subject 
of  Sunday-schools  and  religious  instruction  in  each  congregation  at 
least  once  in  six  months,  and  to  form  Bible-classes  wherever  they 
can  for  tlie  instruction  of  youth  and  adults,  and  where  they  can- 
not superintend  them  personally,  to  see  that  suitable  teachers  are 
provided  for  that  purpose. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  our  preachers  to  enforce  faithfully  upon 
parents  and  Sunday-school  teachers  the  great  importance  of  instruct- 
ing ohildren  in  the  doctrine  and  duties  of  our  holy  religion,  to  see 
tiint  our  catechisms  be  used  as  extensively  as  possible  in  our  Sun- 
day-schools and  families,  to  preach  to  the  children,  and  publicly 
catechize  them  in  the  Sunday-schools  and  at  public  meetings  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose. 

4.  It  sliall  be  the  duty  of  every  preacher  in  his  pastoral  visits  to 
pay  special  attention  to  tlie  children,  to  speak  to  them  personally 
and  kindly  on  the  subject  of  experimental  and  practical  godliness, 
according  to  their  capacity,  pray  earnestly  for  them,  and  diligently 
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instruct  and  exhort  all  parents  to  dedicate  their  cliildren  to  the  Lord 
iu  baptisui  as  early  as  convenient.     (See  pages  23,  33,  and  86.) 

5.  Each  preacher  in  charge  shall  lay  before  tlie  Quarterly  Con- 
ference, to  be  entered  on  its  Journal,  the  number,  state,  and  aver- 
age attendance  of  the  Sunday-schools  and  Bible-classes  in  his  charge, 
(page  87,)  and  the  extent  to  which  he  has  preached  to  the  children 
and  catechized  them,  and  make  the  required  report  on  Sunday-schools 
to  his  Annual  Conference. 

4.  That  the  Discipline  be  amended.  Part  II,  chap,  iii,  §  1,  item  3, 
page  93,  by  striking  out  the  part  of  said  item  appertaining  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Sunday-School  Agent,  commencing  with  "he  shall 
have  authority  "  in  the  ninth  line,  and  closing  with  the  words  "3ab- 
bath-schools  "  in  the  fourteenth  line  from  the  top. 

5.  That  a  section  be  added  to  Part  IV,  comprising  a  suitable  and 
concise  Constitution  for  the  use  of  our  Sunday-school  societies. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  each  preacher  in  charge,  aided  by 
the  other  preachers  and  the  Sunday-School  Committee,  to  see  that 
our  Sunday-schools  be  continued  through  the  winter,  as  well  as 
other  seasons  of  the  year. 

[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  L,  V.] 

Report  No.  IV  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools 
and  Tract  Cause,  providing  for  a  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary for  these  Societies,  was  taken  up,  read,  and,  on 
motion  of  Daniel  Wise,  it  Avas  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Morris  D'C.  Crawford,  the  committee 
appointed  to  edit  the  Discipline  was  authorized  to  in- 
sert the  words  "  The  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause  " 
among  the  answers  to  question  4  and  the  words  "  on 
the  circulation  of  tracts  "  among  the  answers  to  ques- 
tion 6,  in  the  item  relating  to  the  Order  of  Quarterly 
Conference  Business  in  Report  No.  VI  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals. 

On  motion  of  William  L.  Harris,  the  rule  requiring 
proposed  changes  of  the  Discipline  to  lie  over  one  day 
before  adoption  was  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  act- 
ing on  a  Report  from  the  bishops  and  others,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  State  of  the  Work  among  the  People  of 
Color,  when  the  following  paper  was  introduced  and 
adopted : 

The  Washington  Conference  shall  embrace  Western  Maryland, 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  and  the  territory  south. 

Tlie  Delaware  Conference  shall  embrace  the  territory  north  and 
west  of  the  Washington  Conference. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  constitute  the  first  conferences  of  col- 
ored members,  the  rule  of  Discipline  requiring  a  probation  of  two 
years  be  so  far  suspended  as  to  allow  tlie  bishops  to  organize  into 
one  or  more  Annual  Conferences  such  colored  local  elders  as  have 
traveled  two  or  more  years  under  a  presiding  elder,  and  shall  be 
recommended  by  a  Quarterly  Conference,  and  by  at  least  ten  elders 
who  are  members  of  an  Annual  Conference. 


Miay  ay. 

TWBNTT-SECOND 
DAT. 

Afternoon. 
Attendance   on 
Sunday- 
Scbools. 


Sunday-School 
Ageut 


Sunday-School 
Constitution. 
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"S/L&Y  37.        Yhe  Secretary  was  instructed  to  insert  the  foregoing 
Day.  Conferences  in  their  pi'oper  alphabetical  order  in  the 

Ajtemoon.      j^ppQ^  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
state   of    the       Report  No.  Ill  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
Report  No.  III.  the  Country  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  of  the  Report : 

Resolved,  That  in  this  hour  of  the  nation's  trial  we  will  remember 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  all  other  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  our  army  and  navy,  in  never-ceasing  prayer. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  llie  duty  of  the  government  to  prosecute  the 
war  with  all  its  resources  of  men  and  money  till  this  wicked  rebell- 
ion shall  be  subdued,  the  integrity  of  the  nation  shall  be  secured, 
and  its  legitimate  authority  shall  be  re-established,  and  that  we 
pledge  our  hearty  support  and  co-operation  to  secure  this  result. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  our  calamities  as  resulting  from  our 
forgetfulness  of  God,  and  from  Slavery,  so  long  our  nation's  reproach, 
and  that  it  becomes  us  to  humble  ourselves  and  forsake  our  sins  as 
a  people,  and  hereafter,  in  all  our  laws  and  acts,  to  honor  God. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  use  our  efforts  to  secure  such  a  change  in 
the  Constitution  of  our  country  as  shall  recognize  the  being  of  God, 
our  dependence  on  him  for  prosperity,  and  also  his  word  as  the 
foundation  of  civil  law. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  slavery  as  abhorrent  to  the  principles  of 
our  holy  religion,  humanity,  and  civilization,  and  that  we  are  decid- 
edly in  favor  of  such  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  and  such 
legislation  on  the  part  of  the  states,  as  shall  prohibit  slavery  or  in- 
voluntary servitude,  except  for  crime,  throughout  all  the  states  and 
territories  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  deplore  the  evils  of  war  that  has  filled 
our  land  with  mourning,  we  rejoice  in  the  sublime  manifestations 
of  benevolence  it  has  developed,  as  seen  in  the  Sanitary  and  Chris- 
tian Commissions,  and  in  the  associations  formed  to  aid  the  vast 
multitudes  who  have  recently  become  freemen,  and  that  we  pledge 
to  these  institutions  our  hearty  co-operation  and  support. 


Church  Ten- 
ures. 

Beports  Nos.  I 
and  II. 


William  Nast 
added  to  the 
Deputation  to 
Canada. 


[For  the  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  I,  IV.] 

The  Reports  Nos.  I  and  II  of  the  Committee  on 
Church  Tenures  was  taken  up,  read,  and  recom- 
mitted. 

The  collections  taken  for  the  sexton  was  reported  as 
being  Si  32  24,  when,  on  motion  of  James  Porter,  the 
Book  Agents  were  instructed  to  make  up  the  amount 
to  $150. 

James  Hill  moved  that  when  Conference  adjourn  it 
shall  be  till  eight  o'clock  this  evening,  but  the  motion 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Joseph  Cummings,  "William  "Nast  was 
added  to  the  Deputation  to  the  Conference  of  the 
Wesleyan  Chui'ch  in  Canada. 
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The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Sanitary  and 

Christian  Commissions  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  following  are  the  resoUitions  of  the  Report : 

ResolvedL,  1.  That  this  nation  owes  a  debt  of  endless  gratitude  to 
the  Sanitary  and  Christian  Commissions  for  their  labors  in  behalf  of 
the  sick  and  wounded  men  of  our  noble  army  and  navy. 

2.  That  the  Christian  Commission  is  especially  entitled  to  the 
cordial  support  and  co-operation  of  the  Church  of  Grod,  inasmuch  as 
the  work  which  it  aims  to  do  is  eminently  Christian,  as  well  as  hu- 
mane and  patriotic,  seeking  to  care  both  for  the  mortal  and  the  im- 
mortal, and  prepare  man  for  all  the  perils  that  hover  over  the  camp 
and  the  field  of  blood. 

3.  That,  as  according  to  the  estimate  of  our  honored  senior  bishop, 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  probably  given  one  hundred 
thousand  of  her  membership  to  the  army  and  navy,  we  feel  it  to  be 
our  duty  to  follow  them,  not  only  with  our  prayers  and  words  of 
clieer,  but  with  active  ministerial  labors:  and  we  deem  it  right  and 
desirable  when  there  is  a  call  for  men  to  care  for  the  sick  and  the 
wounded,  that  our  Churches  take  such  action  as  will  tend  to  furnish 
our  due  proportion  of  Christian  men,  and  especially  Christian  min- 
isters, for  the  holy  work. 

[For  the  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  P.] 

The  following  persons  were  nominated  and  elected 
a  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian 
Advocate,  namely : 

Pittsburgh  Conference :  Simon  P.  Woolf,  William 
Lynch,  and  Hiram  W.  Sinsabaugh. 

Erie  Conference:  William  F.  Wilson  and  Niram 
Norton. 

West  Virginia  Conference:  James  Drummond  and 
Alexander  Martin. 

The  Report  on  Temperance,  comprising  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  was  taken  up  and  adopted : 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  recommend  each  pastor 
to  preach  specifically  upon  the  subject,  to  point  out  the  danger  of 
social  and  the  more  public  and  common  forms  of  intemperance,  and 
to  urge  total  abstinence  from  all  that  can  intoxicate. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  editors  of  our  Church  papers  be  requested 
to  publish  in  their  columns  such  articles  upon  this  subject  as  shall 
at  once  instruct  and  interest,  pointing  out  the  evil  and  the  cure. 

3.  Resoked,  That  our  publishers  be  requested  not  to  neutralize  the 
teachings  of  such  articles  by  the  insertion  of  advertisements  of  al- 
coholic drinks,  notwithstanding  tiiey  may  be  called  by  some  other 
name. 

4.  Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  that  in  all  cases  the 
pure  juice  of  the  grape  be  used  in  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's 
Supper. 

[For  Report,  see  Appendix  S.] 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Freedmen,  com- 
prising the  following  resolutions,  was  taken  up  and 
adopted : 
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Miay  ST.         Resolved,  1.  That  in  the  events  which  have  thrown  the  thousands 
TwKNTT-sucojtD    of  freed  people  upon  the  benevolence  of  the  liumane  people  of  the 

Afternoon  i^orth,  we  recognize  a  providential  call  to  the  Christian  public  for 
contributions  for  their  physical  relief  and  mental  and  moral  eleva- 
tion, and  especially  to  the  Church  of  Christ  for  the  means  of  their 
evangelization. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  above-named  associations,  organized  in  be- 
half of  the  freed  people,  are  engaged  in  a  work  of  benevolence  that 
we  regard  with  special  interest,  and  commend  to  the  liberality  of 
our  people  everywhere  as  worthy  of  their  sympathy  and  support. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  best  interests  of  the  freedmen  and  of  the 
countrj'  demand  legislation  that  shall  foster  and  protect  this  people, 
and  we  hereby  respectfully  but  earnestly  urge  upon  Congress  the 
importance  of  establishing,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  Bureau  of 
Freedmen's  affairs,  as  contemplated  in  the  bills  now  pending. 

[For  the  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  T.] 
TempwaiEcon-       The  Report  of  the  Coraraittee  on  Temporal  Econo- 

omy.  •■  ' 

my  No.  IV  was  taken  up  and  adopted,  as  follows : 

CharteredFnnd.  Resolved,  1.  By  the  members  of  this  General  Conference,  that  we 
have  full  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  tlie  Trustees  of 
the  Chartered  Fund,  and  we  hereby  tender  to  them  our  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  faithful  manner  in  which  they  have  managed 
the  tnist  confided  to  them.' 

Resolved,  2.  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  this  Conference  be  instructed  to 
forward  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  Thomas  Wilmer,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Board. 

Conrch  Exten-       Ed  win  E.  Griswold,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 

Biua  society. 

Church  Extension  Society,  submitted  a  report  embody- 
ing a  constitution  for  the  organization  of  such  a  soci- 
ety, and  also  a  proposed  change  of  Discipline. 

Luke  Hitchcock  moved  to  amend  the  report  by 
striking  out  so  ranch  as  relates  to  a  corresponding  sec- 
retary ;  but,  on  motion  of  Hugh  D.  Fisher,  the  amend- 
ment was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  motion  of  William  M'K.  Hester,  to  postpone  the 
whole  subject  till  the  next  General  Conference,  was,  on 
motion  of  George  D.  Chenoweth,  laid  on  the  table. 

Pending  the  discussion,  on  motion  of  Lucius  H. 
King  the  previous  question  was  ordered,  and  the  con- 
stitution, with  the  following  resolution,  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  answers  21  and  22  of  quest.  1,  Part  IT,  chap,  ii, 
§  12,  page  87,  be  stricken  out,  and  the  following  be  inserted  in  ans.  21 : 
■'  To  take  a  collection  annually  in  each  of  his  appointments  in  behalf 
of  the  Church  Extension  Society." 

[For  Report  as  adopted,  see  Appendix  AA.] 
chnrch    Ten-       William  H.   Goode,    Chairman  of  the   Committee 
Eeiwrts  Nos.  I  on  Church  Tenures,  again  submitted  Reports  Nos.  I 
and  II,  and  they  were  adopted,  as  follows : 
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The  Committee  upon  Church  Tenures  recommend  that  the  Disci- 
pline be  amended  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  of  section  5,  chapter  i,  Part  V,  entitled  "Form  of  a 
Deed  of  Settlement,"  also,  the  form  of  deed  contained  in  the  Appen- 
dix, and  insert  the  following: 

SECTION  V. 
FORM   FOR   CONVETANCE   OF   CHURCH  PROPERTY.      ' 

Question.  "What  shall  be  done  for  the  security  of  our  Church 
property  ? 

Answer  1.  In  all  conveyances  of  ground  for  the  erection  of  houses 
of  worship,  or  upon  which  they  may  have  been  already  erected,  let 
the  following  clause  be  inserted  at  the  proper  place : 

"  In  trust  that  said  premises  shall  be  used,  kept,  maintained,  and 
disposed  of  as  a  place  of  divine  w^orship  for  the  use  of  the  min- 
istry and  membership  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America;  subject  to  the  Discipline,  usage,  and 
ministerial  appointments  of  said  Church  as  from  time  to  time  au- 
thorized and  declared  by  the  General  Conference  of  said  Cluirch, 
and  the  Annual  Conference  in  whose  bounds  the  said  premises 
are  situate." 

2.  In  all  convej'ances  of  ground  for  the  erection  of  dwelling- 
houses  for  the  use  of  the  preachers,  or  upon  which  they  may  have 
already  been  erected,  let  the  following  clause  be  inserted  at  the 
proper  place : 

"In  trust  that  said  premises  shall  be  held,  kept,  and  main- 
tained as  a  place  of  residence  for  the  use  and  occupancy  of  the 
preachers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  America  who  may  from  time  to  time  be  stationed  in  said  place, 
subject  to  the  usage  and  Discipline  of  said  Church  as  from  time  to 
time  authorized  and  declared  by  the  General  Conference  of  said 
Church,  and  by  the  Annual  Conference  within  whose  bounds  said 
premises  are  situate." 

3.  In  all  other  parts  of  such  conveyances,  as  well  as  in  their  at- 
testation,  acknowledgment,  and  placing  them  upon  the  record,  let 
a  careful  conformity  be  had  to  the  laws,  usages,  and  forms  of  the 
several  States  and  Territories  in  which  the  property  may  be  situ- 
ated, so  as  to  secure  the  ownership  of  the  premises  in  fee  simple. 

4.  Whenever  it  shall  become  necessary  for  the  payment  of  debts, 
or  with  a  view  to  reinvestment,  to  make  a  sale  of  Church  prop- 
erty that  may  have  been  conveyed  to  trustees  for  either  of  the 
foregoing  purposes,  said  trustees  or  their  successors  may,  upon  ap- 
plication to  the  Quarterly  Conference,  obtain  an  order — a  majority 
of  all  the  members  of  such  Quarterly  Conference  concurring  and 
the  Annual  Conference  consenting — for  the  sale,  with  such  limita- 
tions and  restrictions  as  said  Quarterly  Conference  may  judge  neces- 
sary ;  and  said  trustees,  so  authorized,  may  proceed  to  sell  and  con- 
vey said  property ; 

Provided,  That  in  all  such  cases  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  after 
the  payment  of  debts,  if  any,  shall  be  applied  to  the  purchase  or 
improvement  of  other  property  for  the  same  uses,  and  deeded  to  the 
Church  in  the  same  manner  as  prescribed  above. 

The  Committee  upon  Church  Tenures  further  recommend  that  the    Chnrch 
DiscipHne  be  amended,  as  follows  :  ^^^' 

Strike  out  all  that  relates  to  the  appointment  of  Trustees,  namely: 
The  last  three  lines  of  answer  1,  in  section  2,  chapter  i,  Part  V; 
all  of  answers  1,  2,  and  4  in  section  4,  chapter  i,  Part  V,  with  so 
much  of  answer  3,  same  section,  as  is  found  upon  pages  236  and 
^37,  and  insert  the  following,  with  the  caption,  so  as  to  read  : 
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IMCay  Sr. 

twkiitt-secosd 

Dat. 

Jftemoon. 


Trustees   of 
Church  Prop- 
erty. 


SECTION  IV. 

TEUSTEBS — THKIE  DUTIES  AXD  BESPOSSIBILrnES. 

Question.  How  shall  trustees  be  constituted  for  our  Church  prop- 
erty, and  what  shall  be  their  duties  ? 

Ajisvjer  1.  Each  board  of  trustees  shall  consist  of  not  less  than 
three,  nor  more  than  nine  persons,  each  of  whom  shall  be  not  less 
than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  a  majority  of  whom  shall  be 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

2.  In  all  cases  where  the  law  of  the  State  or  Territory  requires 
a  specified  mode  of  election,  that  mode  shall  be  observed. 

3.  "Where  no  such  specific  requirement  is  made,  they  shall  be  elected 
annually,  by  the  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Circuit  or  sta- 
tion, upon  the  nomination  of  tl>e  preacher  in  charge  or  the  presid- 
ing elder  of  the  District.  In  case  of  lailure  to  elect  at  the  proper 
time,  a  subsequent  Quarterly  Conference  may  elect;  and  all  trustees 
shall  hold  their  office  until  their  successors  are  elected. 

4.  In  States  and  Territories  where  an  option  is  given  as  to  the 
mode  of  election,  the  one  or  the  other  may  be  pursued ;  and  all 
these  provisions  shall  apply  both  to  the  creation  of  new  boards  and 
to  the  filling  of  vacancies,  whether  for  houses  of  worship  or  dwellings 
for  the  preachers. 

All  the  remainder  of  said  section  4,  namely,  the  proviso  upon 
pages  238  and  239,  with  answers  5  and  6  of  said  section,  to  be 
retained  as  they  now  stand  in  the  Discipline. 
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ton. 


Wm.  WUmoi 


The  Committee  to  Try  Appeals  presented  the  fol- 
lowing report,  to  be  entered  upon  the  Journal : 

James  Hill,  Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Appeals,  reported,  to 
be  entered  on  the  Journal,  as  follows: 

J.  T.  Donahoo,  a  superannuated  member  of  the  Ohio  Conference, 
living  in  the  bounds  of  North  Indiana  Conference,  was  exf)elled 
from  the  ministry  and  membership  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  by  the  action  of  said  Conference,  on  a  charge  of  immo- 
rality.    From  this  action  he  appealed. 

The  committee  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  case  affirmed 
the  decision  of  the  Conference. 

Rumsey  Smithson,  an  appellant  from  the  Central  Hhnois  Confer- 
ence, was  expelled  from  the  ministry  and  membership  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  by  the  action  of  said  Conference,  on  a  chargo 
of  immorahty. 

The  committee  resolved,  as  he  had  not  appeared  in  person  or  by 
a  representative,  that  his  appeal  be  not  admitted. 

Isaac  Chivington,  an  appellant  of  the  Nebraska  Conference,  was 
deposed  from  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  by 
the  action  of  said  Conference,  on  a  charge  of  immorality. 

The  committee  did  not  admit  the  appeal,  as  the  appellant  had 
withdrawn  from  the  Church,  and  bad  taken  a  license  and  continued 
to  preach  in  another  Church. 

William  Wilmot,  of  the  California  Conference,  had  made  a  de- 
mand of  said  Conference  for  missionarj-  money  he  claimed  as  due 
him.     The  demand  not  being  granted,  he  appealed. 

The  appeal  was  not  admitted,  as  the  appellant  did  not  appeal  for 
between  two  and  three  years  after  the  trial,  and  after  he  had  had 
notice  of  the  Conference  action. 
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G.  M.  Berry,  an  appellant  from  the  Oregon  Conference,  bad  been  Miay  sy. 

admonislied  by  the  Chair,  by  order  of  the  Conference,  for  imprudent  Twbntt-becoih) 

words.     The  appeal  was  not  admitted  for  the  reason  he  located  ■*'" 

immediately  after  he  gave  notice  of  his  appeal,  and  had  since,  on  AfUrnoon. 

Lis  own  application,  been  admitted  into  another  Conference.  ®"^* 

Welcome  Smith,  an  appellant  from  the  "Wyoming  Conference,  waa    "Welcome 
by  the  action  of  said  Conference  expelled  on  a  charge  of  immorality.     °™it"- 

The  appeal  was  not  admitted,  as  he  had  joined  another  Church, 
and  ;s  now,  and  has  been  for  most  of  the  time  since,  a  preacher  in 
said  Church. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Conference  of  Ap-  Conference  of 

*  J^        Appeals. 

peals,  presented   and  laid  on  the  table   May  18,  "was  Report refeired. 
taken  up ;  and,  on  motion  of  John  M.  Reid,  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  to  consider  the  Order  of 
Business  in  Annual  Conferences. 

John  H.  Tvvombly  offered  the  follo"wing  resolution, 
and  it  "was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Bishops  be  requested  to  consider  and  Bishops  to  con- 
to  report  to  tlie  General  Conference  of  1868  what  changes  should,  in  sider  and  re- 
their  judgment,  be  made  in  the  boundaries  of  the  Annual  Conler-  enco°°Bound- 
ences  to  promote  the  highest  welfare  of  the  Church.  arles. 


Alpha  J.  Kynett  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
and  they  were  adopted : 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  Bishop  Simpson, 
Joseph  Castle,  and  David  "W.  Bartine,  be  and  are  hereby  appointed 
to  appoint  ofQcers  for  the  Church  Extension  Society,  and  also  the 
Board  of  Managers  for  the  same. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  bishops  be  and  are  hereby  requested  to 
appoint  a  Corresponding  Secretary  as  soon  as  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers shall  become  incorporated. 


Committee  to 
complete  or- 
ganization of 
Ciiurch  Ex- 
tension So- 
ciety. 


On  motion  of  Granville  Moody,  William  Nast  was  laaac  n.  Baird, 

,.,  .  1T-1  t  ^1  """^         Moses 

authorized  to  nommate  two  additional  members  of  the    Hiu  added  to 
Deputation  to   the   Evangelical  Association ;   where- 
upon Isaac  N.  Baird  and  Moses  Hill  were  nominated 
and  appointed. 

John  B.  Foote  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  be  directed  to  pay  I.  S.  Bingham's 

the  salary  of  Isaac  S.  Bingham,  recent  editor  of  the  Northern  Chris-  ^^^fJJ    *"    ^ 

tian  Advocate  until  the  session  of  his  conference,  unless  it  shall  be  ^ 
otherwise 'proTided  for. 

Hugh  D.  Fisher  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  and  they  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  Dr.  Charles  Elliott  has  served  the  Church  as  an  editor   Dr.  Elliott  com- 
for  moio  than  twenty-two  years ;  and  plimentcd. 
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Aftvrnoon. 


Whereas,  Owing  to  his  advanced  age,  he  is  about  to  retire  from 
the  editorial  cliair ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  ihanks  of  this  body  be  tendered  to  Dr.  Elliott 
for  the  ability  and  faithfulness  with  which  he  has  served  the  Church 
in  the  editorial  department  for  so  many  years. 


Case  of 
Harlan. 


•  One  of  the  As- 
sistant   Secre- 
taries  to   visit 
the 
Coast, 


Journal  to  be 
copied  by  a 
clerk. 


Delegates     ex- 
cused from  fiir- 
.   nishing  a   list 
of  expenses. 


Kesolution  of 
thanks  to  Bail- 
roads. 


L.  D.  Bishop  Morris  presented  a  memorial  from  L.  D.  Har- 
lan. 

Hugh  D.  Fisher  moved  that  it  be  returned,  with  the 
indorsement  that  the  General  Conference  has  no  juris- 
diction in  the  case ;  when,  on  motion  of  William  M'K. 
Hester,  the  whole  subject  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Joseph  Denison  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 

it  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  By  the  members  of  the  General  Conference  in  Confer- 
ence assembled,  that  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Kpisco- 
Paciflc  pal  Church  at  New  York  be  directed  to  take  into  serious  consideration 
the  necessity  and  propriety  of  so  arranging  the  work  of  the  assistant 
missionary  secretaries  that  one  of  them  shall  spend  a  portion  of  his 
time  during  the  next  four  years  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

On  motion  of  Kasimir  P.  Jervis,  the  secretary  was 
authorized  to  employ  a  competent  clerk  to  complete 
the  transcription  of  the  Journal  and  Reports  of  the 
present  session  of  the  General  Conference,  and  draw 
on  the  Book  Agents  for  the  amount  necessary  to  meet 
the  expenses. 

William  H.  Olin  moved  to  reconsider  the  action  re- 
quiring each  delegate  to  furnish  a  statement  of  his  ex- 
penses for  publication  in  the  Journal.  The  motion 
prevailed,  when,  on  motion  of  Jesse  T.  Peck,  the 
whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  motion  of  Sylvester  L.  Congdon,  requiring  the 
pastors  to  report  in  their  statistics  the  number  of  male 
members  in  their  respective  charges  over  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  to  Draft  Resolutions  of  Thanks  re- 
ported the  following,  and  they  were  severally  adopted 
by  rising  votes : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference  are  due 
and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  following  Railroad  Companies  for 
favors  kindly  extended  to  Delegates  in  the  commutatipn  of  fares, 
namely:  Pennsylvania  Central ;  Camden  and  Amboy;  New  Jersey; 
Philadelpliia,  Wilmington,  and  Baltimore;  Northern  Central;  Phila- 
delphia and  Erie;  Catawissa;  Philadelphia,  Reading,  and  Pottsville; 
Indianapolis,  Pittsburgh,  and  Cleveland;  Pennsylvania  and  Indian- 
apolis; Indiana  Central ;  and  Pittsburgh,  Columbus,  and  Cincinnati; 
and  also,  and  especially,  to  Revs.  J.  H.  Torrence  and  T.  A.  Fernloy, 
through  whose  brotherly  agency  these  favors  have  been  received. 
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Resolved^  Tliat  tlie  very  cordial  thanks  of  this  General  Conference 
are  due  and  are  herebj'  tendered  t»  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
of  this  city  for  the  accommodations  tiiey  have  afibrded  the  Confer- 
ence during  its  present  session. 

Resolved,  Tliat  we  unanimously  tender  our  hearty  thanks  to  those 
citizens  of  Philadelphia  and  Camden  whose  generous  liospitality  and 
kind  courtesies  have  been  so  freely  extended  to  us  during  our 
Bojourn  among  tfiem. 

Resolved,  That  our  thanks  are  eminently  due  and  are  hereby  cor- 
dially tendered  to  the  Editors  and  Assistant  Editor  of  the  Daily  Ad- 
vocate, and  the  Secretaries  and  Reporters  of  the  Conference,  for  the 
ability  and  faithfulness  with  which  they  have  discharged  their 
respective  duties  during  our  present  session. 

Resolved,  By  the  Delegates  of  the  Fourteenth  Delegated  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  General  Conference 
assembled,  That  we  highly  appreciate  the  patience,  ability,  and  im- 
partial j-espect  to  the  rights  and  feelings  of  all  the  members  with 
which  our  beloved  and  honored  bishops  have  presided  over  our 
deliberations  during  the  present  session,  and  extending  to  them  our 
expressions  of  personal  regard  and  Christian  affection,  we  hereby 
commend  them,  as  they  enter  upon  another  quadrennial  term  of 
arduous  Episcopal  service,  to  the  prayers  and  sympathies  of  the 
whole  Church,  and  to  the  protection  and  blessings  of  Almighty  God. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  cordially  reciprocate  the  liberality  and 
Christian  kindness  extended  to  us  by  the  various  Churches  of  this 
city  who  have  opened  to  us  their  pulpits  during  the  session  of  this 
Conference. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Conference  are  due  and 
are  hereby  tendered  to  Messrs.  Perkinpine  &  Higgins  for  the  valu- 
able services  rendered  in  taking  charge  of  the  mail  matter  belonging 
to  members  of  this  body,  and  for  many  kindnesses  and  courtesies 
extended  to  us  during  our  session. 

A  resolution  of  thanks  was  also  passed  to  the  Trustees  of  Union 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  other  churches  used  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  the  present  session  was  read  and  ap- 
proved preparatory  to  a  final  adjournment. 

Thomas  M.  Eddy  then  moved  that  the  General  Confer- 
ence do  now  adjourn  sine  die,  with  appropriate  religious 
exercises  under  the  direction  of  the  Chair,  and  the 
motion  prevailed. 

Bishop  Janes  said  that  he  was  requested  by  his  col- 
leagues to  reciprocate  the  expression  of  fraternal  re- 
gard, and  also  to  express  their  united  desires  and 
prayers  for  the  personal  happiness  of  the  members  of 
the  General  Conference,  and  for  their  success  in  their 
future  ministry,  and  that  they  might  be  returned  to 
their  homes  and  to  their  work  in  safety  and  in  com- 
fort. He  desired  to  express  their  satisfaction  that  so 
many  of  the  delegates  had  remained  until  the  time  of 
final  adjournment,  and  that  they  had  so  nearly  if  not 
entirely  finished  all  the  business  brought  before  them 
during  the  session.    He  knew  of  no  record  previously 
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May  ar.    where  there  has  been  such  an  entire  completion  of  the 
Day.         work  of  the  General  Conference  as  they  had  made  here 

He  was  also  requested  by  the  Bishops  who  belonged 
to  the  Board  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the 
session  to  express  their  great  satisfaction  with  the 
colleagues  which  had  been  selected  for  them,  to  whom 
they  had  taken  an  early  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  high  regard  and  satisfaction  in  their  election. 

With  these  expressions  of  acknowledgment  for  their 
courtesy,  and  expressions  of  interest  in  their  welfare, 
he  would  invite  them  to  unite  in  singing  the  Doxology 
and  in  prayer. 

The  Doxology  was  then  sung,  and  Rev.  Aaron 
Wood  led  the  devotions  of  the  Conference  in  prayer. 
The  venerable  senior  bishop,  Thomas  A.  Morris,  then 
pronounced  the  Benediction,  and  the  delegates,  after 
mutual  expressions  of  farewell,  separated  to  take  their 
way  to  their  several  fields  of  labor,  scattered  all  over 
the  loyal  States  of  the  American  Union. 

THOMAS  A.  MOERIS, 
EDMUND  S.  JANES, 
LEVI  SCOTT, 
MATTHEW  SIMPSON, 
OSMON  C.  BAKER, 
EDWARD  R.  AMES, 
-r.   DAVIS  W.  CLARK, 
EDWARD  THOMSON, 
CALVIN  KINGSLEY, 
MsTwps  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

William  L.  Harris,  Secretary. 

George  W.  Woodruff," 

Henry  Brownscombe, 

Kasimir  p.  Jeryis,  [■  Assistant  Secretaries. 

James  Hill, 

Richard  W.  Keelee, 
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Ay  I* — Journal,  page  73. 
ADDRESS  OF  THE  BISHOPS. 

To- THE  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Reverend  and  Dear  Brethren, — Grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  mul- 
tiplied unto  you  from  God  our  Father  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

In  your  character  as  ministers  of  Christ,  and,  still  more,  as  the 
chosen  representatives  of  large  bodies  of  ministers  of  Christ,  we  have 
the  sure  guarantee  that  you  recognize  the  hand  of  God  in  all  human 
affairs,  and  we  therefore  do  but  obey  an  impulse  common  to  our- 
selves and  you,  when  we  say,  that  we  should  gratefully  and  adoringly 
acknowledge  the  good  providence  of  God,  which,  during  a  quadrennium 
of  unexampled  turmoil  and  excitement,  has  been  exercised  so  wonder- 
fully over  the  nation,  and  over  the  churches  in  the  loyal  states,  espe- 
cially our  own  Church,  and  over  us,  and  which  has  now  brought  us 
together  in  General  Conference  at  the  time  and  place  designated,  and 
under  circumstances  so  auspicious. 

Charged  with  the  solemn  and  momentous  duty  of  conserving  the 
polity  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  to  its  fundamental  prin- 
ciples, and  invested  with  full  powers,  under  specified  restrictions,  to 
revise  her  discipline,  and  to  make  rules  and  regulations  to  increase  her 
efficiency,  "  in  spreading  Scrip^^^nre  holiness  over  these  lands,"  you 
have  need  of  large  measures  of  that  "  wisdom  that  is  from  above." 
How  assuring  and  consoling,  especially  when  under  the  pressure  of 
high  and  responsible  official  trusts,  to  know  that  God  giveth  this  wis- 
dom liberally,  and  upbraideth  not,  to  all  men  who,  conscious  of  their 
need,  ask  him  in  faith  nothing  wavering. 

Since  the  close  of  the  last  General  Conference  ten  of  our  fellow- 
laborers,  who  shared  the  fellowship  of  that  body,  have  finished  their 
earthly  career  and  gone  to  their  reward.  They  are  :  Anthony  Bewley, 
John  T.  Mitchell,  Benjamin  F.  Sprague,  James  Q.  Hammond,  John 
K.  Gi41ett,  Benjamin  Griffin,  James  Floy,  John  Dempster,  Gordon 
Battelle,  and  Zachariah  Connell.  The  future  is  known  only  to  Him 
who  sees  the  end  from  the  beginning.  He  only  knows  who  and  how 
many  of  your  present  number  will  in  the  coming  four  years  close  up 
the  affairs  of  probationary  life  and  pass  away  to  the  retributions  of 
eternity.  How  seasonable  at  all  times,  but  especially  when  yoke- 
fellows are  stricken  down  at  our  side,  is  the  admonition  of  our  Lord : 
"  Be  ye  also  ready,  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not,  the  Son  of 
man  cometh  1" 

It  is  our  painful  duty  to  announce  in  this  connection  the  death  of 
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Rev.  Francis  Burns,  Missionary  Bishop  in  Africa,  and  the  first  and 
only  officer  of  that  class  ever  appointed  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  died  peacefully,  in  Baltimore,  on  the  eighteenth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three.  In  his  death  our 
missions  in  Africa  have,  to  all  human  appearance,  suffered  an  irrepar- 
able loss.  But  God  seeth  not  as  man  seeth.  He  lays  aside  the 
workmen,  but  carries  on  his  work.  '•  So  neither  is  he  that  planteth 
anything,  neither  he  that  watereth,"  nor,  we  may  add,  he  that  over- 
seeth,  "  but  God  that  giveth  the  increase."  "  He  that  glorieth,  let  him 
glory  in  the  Lord." 

The  times  in  which  you  are  assembled  are  unprecedented.  A 
"mystery  of  iniquity,"  which  was  working  at  the  date  of  your  last 
session,  and  which  had  been  working  for  many  years,  broke  forth  in 
April,  1861,  in  a  gigantic,  thoroughly  organized,  and  most  defiant  rebell 
ion  against  the  authority  of  the  General  Government,  and  the  integrity 
and  life  of  the  Federal  Union.  The  collisions  resulting  inevitably 
from  this  unnatural  and  wicked  rebellion  have  laid  waste  large  por- 
tions of  our  once  fair  and  beautiful  heritage,  have,  sent^  tens  of  thou- 
sands  to  a  patriot's  or  a  traitor's  gra^ye^  and  have  filled  the  land  with 
lamentation  and  mourning.  The  rebellion  still  rages,  but,  we  are 
happy  to  say,  with  lessening  hopes  and  diminishing  resources. 

In  this  great  crisis  of  ouj-  national  affairs,  it  gives  us  pleasure  to 
announce  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  proved  herself  to 
be  eminently  loyal.  Taking  her  stand  on  the  sure  teachings  of  the 
New  Testament,  and  on  our  Twenty-third  Article  of  Religion,  with  its 
appended  note,  as  the  true  phitforrn  *of  Christian  loyalty,  and  utterly 
ignoring  all  partisan  political  platforms,  she  has  given  to  the  Federal 
Government  her  most  decided  support.  Nor  has  this  support  been 
confined  to  resolutions  of  approval  and  sympathy,  adopted  by  all  the 
Annual  Conferences,  nor  to  large  contributions  in  money,  or  its 
equivalent,  for  various  purposes  co"  nected  with  the  war;  but  her 
members  in  large  numbers,  and  many  of  her  ministers,  have  flocked 
to  the  national  standard,  and  have  fought  side  by  side  with  brother 
patriots  on  every  battle-field  of  this  dreadful  war. 

It  was  naturally  to  be  apprehended  that,  in  a  crisis  of  public  affairs 
so  dreadful,  and  during  the  pendency  of  a  civil  war  the  most  gigantic 
and  the  most  fearful  known  to  history,  the  Churches  in  the  loyal  states, 
and  especially  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  among  the  most  loyal 
of  those  Churches,  would  be  greatly  embarrassed  in  their  action  and 
limited  in  the  results  of  their  labor.  But  we  are  happy  to  say  that, 
however  it  may  have  been  with  other  Churches,  this  natural  forebod 
ing  has  not  been,  to  any  considerable  extent,  realized  in  relation  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  On  the  contrary,  she  has  gone  for- 
ward in  her  legitimate  work  with  little  interruption  and  with  surpris- 
ing prosperity.  The  Annual  Conferences  have  held  all  their  sessions 
at  the  times  and,  with  two  exceptions — the  Missouri  and  the  Kentucky 
— at  the  places  designated ;  the  organization  of  the  districts  and  the 
pastoral  charges,  with. a  few  exceptions  on  the  extreme  war-border, 
has  remained  intact,  while  in  nearly  all  our  leading  interests  there  has 
been  a  most  cheering  and  even  wonderful  progress. 
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The  proof  of  the  latter  part  of  this  statement  is  found  in  the  statis- 
tics as  published  in  the  General  Minutes,  and  in  Reports  of  Boards  of 
Management,  and  of  the  Book  Agents.  The  statistics  of  1863  present 
the  following  results:  Members  and  probationers,  923,394;  traveling 
preachers,  6.788;  local  preachers,  8,156;  churches,  9,430;  probable 
value,  $20,830,554;  parsonages,  2,853;  probable  value,  $2,790,150; 
amount  collected  for  conference  claimants,  866,410 ;  for  Missionary 
Society,  1399,073;  for  Tract  Society,  $12,534;  for  American  Bible 
Society^  $55,685  ;  for  Sunday -School  Union,  $11,633  ;  Sunday-Schools, 
13,008;  officers  and  teachers,  146,967;  scholars,  732,592;  volumes 
in  library,  2,300,783. 

These  statistics,  as  compared  with  those  of  1859,  show,  on  the  one 
hand,  that  there  has  been  a  filling  off  in  the  number  of  members  and 
probationers  of  50,951 ;  in  the  number  of  traveling  preachers  of  89 ; 
and  in  the  amount  collected  for  the  Tract  Society  of  $3,070.  On  the 
other  hand,  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  252  local  preachers ;  of 
124  churches,  and  of  $2,007,914  in  their  probable  value;  of  313  par- 
sonages, and  of  $362,982  in  their  probable  value ;  of  $6,859  in  the 
amount  collected  for  conference  claimants;  of  $150,740  in  the  amount 
collected  for  the  Missionary  Society;  of  $15,655  in  the  amount  col- 
lected for  the  American  Bible  Society;  and  of  $461  in  the  amount 
collected  for  the  Sunday-School  Union.  Also  of  1,253  Sunday-schools  ; 
of  7,668  officers  and  teachers;  of  101,584  scholars;  and  of  114,103 
volumes  in  library.  In  a  word,  of  the  sixteen  items  embraced  in  our 
statistical  reports,  there  has  been  decrease  in  three,  increase  in  thirteen. 

The  falling  off  in  the  amount  collected  for  the  Tract  Society  stands 
as  a  solitary  and  strange  exception  in  the  list  of  our  benevolent  con- 
tributions. It  may  be  accounted  for  in  part,  perhaps,  by  the  fact  that 
in  furnishing  religious  reading  matter  for  our  soldiers  our  people  have 
contributed  a  large  amount  of  funds  which  have  not  gone  through  the 
treasury  of  that  society.  Yet  we  cannot  but  fear  that  the  claims  of 
this  great  interest  are  not  sufficiently  appreciated  by  our  people,  or 
that  the  preachers  have  failed  to  lay  these  claims  suitably  before 
them. 

The  other  two  items  of  decrease,  named  above,  may  be  accounted 
for,  partly  by  the  secession  of  ministers  and  members  in  the  Virginia 
portion  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  growing  out  of  dissatisfaction 
with  the  earnest  antislavery  principles  of  our  Church,  and  partly  from 
the  dispei'sion  of  a  number  of  our  societies  in  the  Border  Slave  States. 
If,  moreover,  we  consider  the  large  numbers  of  our  people  and  of  our 
ministers  who,  in  various  capacities,  have  gone  into  the  war,  the  many 
who  have  fallen  in  battle,  and  have  died  in  camps  and  in  hospitals, 
and  the  agitations  that  have  existed  in  our  home  communities,  it  is 
only  wonderful  that  the  decrease  has  not  been  much  greater.  But 
what  shall  we  say  of  the  many  items  of  increase  disclosed  in  the  sta- 
tistics, and  of  the  large  measures  of  increase  presented  in  many  of 
those  items'?  Whatever  other  explanation  may  be  given,  we  feel 
oompelled  to  say,  "  It  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is  marvelous  in  our 
eyes."  " 

The  missionary  interest  of  the  Church  was  never  in  so  prosperous  a 
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condition  as  at  present.  The  item  of  progress  named  in  the  statistics 
is  only  one  of  many.  No  mission-field  has  been  abandoned,  no  mis- 
sionary has  been  called  home  on  account  of  the  war.  On  the  contrary, 
our  foreign  missions  have  been  strengthened  by  an  increase  of  both 
ministei'ial  and  lay  laborers,  and  our  home  work  much  extended, 
especially  in  the  new  territories.  The  first  shock  of  the  rebellion, 
indeed,  awakened  apprehension  and  suggested  caution.  And,  while 
the  General  Missionary  Committee  and  Board  made  all  the  usual 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  foreign  and  home  work,  an  appeal 
was  made  to  the  conferences  to  relinquish,  as  fiir  as  they  could  with 
safety  to  the  work,  the  amounts  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the 
domestic  missions  within  their  bounds.  This  appeal  was  nobly 
responded  to  by  the  conferences,  some  relinquishing  the  whole,  others 
a  part  of  these  appropriations.  The  crisis  was  thus  passed  in  safety  ; 
and  the  contributions  of  the  Church  not  only  continuing,  but,  in  the 
wonderful  providence  of  God,  greatly  increasing,  the  appropriations 
to  both  the  foreign  and  home  fields  have  also  been  much  enlarged. 
The  General  Committee  and  Board,  at  their  meeting  in  November 
last,  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  missionary  work  at  home  and 
abroad  $425,984  I't — a  larger  sum,  by  $125,984  14,  than  was  ever 
appropriated  for  a  single  year  before ;  and,  judging  from  the  collec- 
tions already  made,  the  indications  are  that  the  Church  will  not  only 
meet  this  enlarged  demand  upon  her  liberality,  but  go  beyond  it. 

The  Foreign  Missions  are  generally  in  a  state  of  most  cheering 
prosperity  ;  and  while  there  is  much  to  encourage  in  the  home  field, 
there  is,  the  times  considered,  nothing  to  depress.  For  details  we 
refer  you  to  the  reports. 

The  lamented  death  of  Bishop  Burns  will  impose  upon  the  General 
Conference  the  solemn  duty  of  considering  what  is  to  be  done  to 
secure  an  adequate  episcopal  supervision  of  that  work. 

The  Sunday-school  cause,  despite  all  untoward  circumstances  grow- 
ing out  of  the  times,  has  not  only  held  its  own,  but  has  during  the  last 
four  years  largely  advanced  in  every  particular.  Details  will  be 
found  in  the  reports. 

Although  the  contributions  for  the  Tract  Society  are  not  so  great 
as  they  were  four  years  ago,  yet  that  fact  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a 
fair  exponent  of  its  present  condition.  The  list  of  tracts  has  been 
extended ;  and  while  the  benevolent  ministries  of  the  Society  have 
been  continued  in  the  home  populations,  it  has  fi)und  a  field  of  most 
encouraging  enterprise  in  the  armies  of  the  Union. 

The  reports  will  all  be  before  you,  and  you  will,  without  doubt,  take 
such  action  as  may  be  demanded  to  render  this  great  agency  of 
Christian  culture  still  more  effective. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  much  apprehension  was  felt 
that  our  noble  Book  Concern  would  be  disastrously  affected  by  the 
state  of  things  foreseen  to  be  coming  on.  But  God  has  been  better 
to  us  than  our  fears.  While  the  old  fields  of  its  labors  became,  to 
some  extent,  less  productive  than  before,  new  and  fruitful  fields  were 
opened  to  the  enterprise  and  energy  of  the  Agents,  and  we  have  the 
pleasure  of  announcing  the  cheering  fact  that  this  great  interest  was 
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never  in  a  more  healthy  and  prosperous  condition  than  it  is  to-day. 
It  is  not  only  able  to  meet  all  its  liabilities  and  to  carry  on  its 
extended  operations,  but  the  Agents  at  New  York  found  themselves 
able  to  make  to  the  Conferences  dividends,  which  had  been  discon- 
tinued for  several  years.  Last  year  they  divided  four  hundred 
dollars  to  each  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  amounting  to  nearly 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  same  amount  is  continued  for  the 
present  year. 

Our  periodicals  are,  upon  the  whole,  doing  well.  No  one  of  them 
has  been  discontinued  on  account  of  the  times.  Even  The  Central, 
published  in  Missouri,  though  hard  pressed  and  reduced  in  size,  has 
been  kept  up,  and  its  veteran  editor,  full  of  youthful  vigor  in  old  age, 
has  battled  manfully  for  God  and  his  country.  They  are  all  loyal  to 
the  Church  and  to  the  Union,  and  have  done  good  service  to  both. 

The  cause  of  Education,  under  the  patronage  of  our  Church,  like  all 
other  good  causes  in  our  afflicted  country,  felt  injuriously  the  first 
shock  of  the  rebellion.  But  it  has  gradually  recovered,  and  is  now 
generally  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition. 

Ill  our  Address  to  the  General  Conference  four  years  ago  we 
advised  some  action  to  restrain  our  people  and  the  Annual  Conferences 
from  multiplyiug  colleges  and  universities  beyond  the  real  demand 
for  them,  and  above  the  ability  to  give  them  character  and  effective- 
ness. We  iterate  this  recommendation ;  yet  we  cannot  but  suspect 
that  the  evil  complained  of  is  beyond  the  control  of  the  General 
Conference.  Neither  our  people  nor  the  Annual  Conferences  will 
brook  the  restraint,  and  both  must  be  turned  over  to  the  sterner  and 
more  inexorable  authority  of  results.  Indeed,  there  is  a  hesitancy, 
at  least  a  tardiness,  to  bow  even  to  this  authority.  For  results,  one 
would  think,  are  sufficiently  developed  to  admonish  and  restrain  them. 
How  many  of  our  universities  or  colleges  are  adequately  endowed? 
Are  not  our  educational  enterprises  generally  struggling  more  or  less 
with  pecuniary  emban-assnients  1  And  are  not  public  collections  iii 
the  churches  even  sometimes  resorted  to,  to  meet  the  current  demands  1 
Either  we  now  have  more  educational  institutions  than  are  really 
demanded,  or  than  our  people  are  able  suit;ibly  to  sustain,  or  our 
men  of  means  are  sleeping  over  an  interest  the  magnitude  of  which 
they  do  not  appreciate  or  are  not  willing  to  recognize. 

All,  however,  is  not  dark.  Particular  chairs  have  been  endowed  in 
several  of  our  colleges  by  the  princely  contributions  of  individuals, 
and  a  commendable  zeal  is  rising  in  many  places  to  free  our  colleges 
and  schools  from  debt.  We  commend  this  whole  subject  to  the  care- 
ful regards  of  the  Conference. 

The  Biblical  Schools  continue  their  operations,  though  with  slightly 
diminished  numbers.  In  the  Garrett  Biblical  Institute  the  death  uf 
Dr.  Dempster,  so  long  and  so  favorably  known  to  the  Church,  has 
created  a  vacancy  not  yet  filled.  The  trustees  consulted  with  the 
bishops,  who  judged  best  that  the  election  should  be  deferred  until  the 
close  of  your  session.  We  embrace  this  opportunity  to  say  that,  in 
our  judgment,  these  schools  should  be  kept  under  the  careful  super- 
vision of  the  Church.     No  watchfulness  can  be  too  great  when  the 
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theology  and  discipline  of  the  Church  are  subjects  for  discussion  and 
instruction.  In  some  denominations  the  professors  are  elected  by  the 
highest  ecclesiastical  councils.  We  doubt  whether  any  institution 
should  be  intrusted  "with  the  training  of  so  many  young  ministers 
where  the  Church  has  not  a  power  of  strict  supervision  over  it. 

On  a  survey  of  the  pastoral  work  we  are  moved  to  exclaim,  "  The 
best  of  all  is,  God  is  with  us !"  This  was  the  dying  shout  of  our 
founder,  and  despite  the  rebellion  and  the  excitements  and  agitations 
of  the  war,  it  still  resounds  in  our  churches.  God  has  not  forgotten 
to  be  gracious.  His  presence  is  mightily  felt  in  our  assemblies,  and 
he  has  crowned  the  labors  of  his  faithful  servants  with  numerous  and, 
in  many  instances,  powerful  revivals.  The  revival  columns  of  our 
papers  have  seldom  been  more  rich  and  encouraging  in  their  details 
than  of  late. 

The  General  Conference  at  its  last  session  issued  an  order  requir 
ing  the  preachers  in  charge  and  the  bishops  to  lay  the  subject  of  Lay 
Representation  in  the  General  Conference  before  the  male  members 
of  the  Church  and  before  the  Annual  Conferences,  prescribing  certain 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  proceeding,  and  requesting  the  bish 
ops  to  report  the  results  of  these  several  votes  to  this  body.  That 
order  has  been  carried  out,  and  the  results  of  the  several  votes,  as 
officially  certified  by  the  secretaries  of  the  several  Annual  Confer- 
ences, excepting  the  Kentucky,  are  as  follows:  Of  the  ministers  there 
were  1,338  votes  for,  3,069  against;  of  the  male  members,  28,884 
for,  47,855  against ;  showing  a  majority  against  Lay  Ilepresentation 
in  the  General  Conference  of  1,731  ministers,  and  of  18,971  male 
members.  The  subject  was  laid  before  the  Kentucky  Conference,  but 
the  presiding  bishop  has  failed  to  obtain  from  the  secretary  a  certified 
copy  of  the  vote.  Nor  has  any  certified  copy  of  the  vote  of  the  male 
members  in  the  Baltimore  and  Kentucky  Conferences,  if  such  vote  was 
taken,  come  to  hand. 

The  last  General  Conference  recommended  the  subject  of  the  for- 
mation of  German  Annual  Conferences  to  the  serious  consideration  of 
the  different  Annual  Conferences  with  which  the  German  work  is  con- 
nected. The  journals  of  those  conferences  will  show  what  action  has 
been  taken  by  them  in  relation  to  this  important  measure.  We  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  the  subject  claims  the  serious  attention  of  the 
Conference  before  adopting  the  measure  proposed. 

The  progress  of  the  Federal  arms  has  thrown  open  to  the  loyal 
Churches  of  the  Union  large  and  inviting  fields  of  Christian  enterprise 
and  labor.  In  the  cultivation  of  these  fields  it  is  natural  and  reason- 
able to  expect  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  should  occupy  a 
prominent  position.  She  occupied  these  fields  once.  Her  net-work  of 
conferences,  districts,  and  pastoral  charges,  spread  over  them  all :  all, 
indeed,  both  within  and  beyond  the  Federal  lines.  For  nineteen  years 
they  have  been  in  the  occupancy  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
iSouth,  to  the  wrongful  exclusion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
But  her  days  of  exclusive  occupancy  are  ended.  The  wall  of  partition 
is  broken  down  by  that  very  power  whose  dreadful  ministry  was 
invoked  to  strengthen  it.    And  now,  the  way  being  open  for  the  return 
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of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  it  is  but  natural  that  she  should 
re-enter  those  fields  and  once  more  realize  her  unchanged  title  as  "  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America."  She 
ought  never  to  have  been  excluded  from  any  portion  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States ;  she  ought  never  to  have  consented,  on  any  ground, 
to  such  exclusion.  And  now  that  the  providence  of  God  has  opened 
her  way,  she  should  not  be  disobedient  to  her  heavenly  calling,  but 
should  retui'n  at  the  earliest  practicable  period.  ^ 

But  how?  This  is  the  great  question.  And  while  we  defer  for 
the  full  answer  to  the  wisdom  of  the  General  Conference,  we  feel 
that  we  ought  to  say  that  she  should  enter  those  fields  as  she  enters  all 
fields :  she  should  enter  preaching  Christ  and  him  crucified  to  all 
classes  of  people,  laboring  with  all  her  might  to  bring  sinners  to 
rejgentance  and  to  build  up  believers  in  that  holiness  without  which  no 
man  can  see  the  Lord,  and  welcoming  back  such  ministers  and  mem- 
bers as  were  cut  off  from  her  communion  without  their  voluntary  act. 
Yet  it  is  our  solemn  judgment  that  none  should  be  admitted  to  her 
fellowship  who  are  either  slaveholders  or  are  tainted  with  treason. 

We  suggest  such  a  change  in  the  Discipline  as  will  permit  the  recog- 
nition of  such  members  and  ministers  as  it  may  be  proper  to  receive  ^ 
into  the  Church. 

We  may  add  to  what  is  here  said,  that  the  bishops,  at  their  meeting 
in  November  last,  arranged  among  themselves  to  have  the  southern 
territory  then  within  the  Federal  lines  explored,  with  a  view  to  making 
such  temporary  arrangements  as  might  be  found  to  be  pi-acticable  for 
the  supply  of  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  foz'saken  people.  The  bishops 
have  made  the  exploration  more  or  less  thoroughly,  either  by  personal 
visitation  or  correspondence,  and  have  temporarily  appointed  a  few 
preachers. 

We  deem  it  proper  to  call  attention  to  the  section  in  the  Discipline 
in  relation  to  our  colored  membership.  The  provision  adopted  by 
the  General  Conference  in  1856,  though  an  advance  on  former  legisla- 
tion, is  not,  we  believCj  sufficient  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  colored 
people.  The  time  has  now  come,  in  our  judgment,  when  the  General 
Conference  should  carefully  consider  what  measures  can  be  adopted  to 
give  increased  efficiency  to  our  Church  among  them. 

The  last  General  Conference  requested  the  bishops  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  seven,  to  be  denominated  a  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence, on  the  subject  of  the  centennial  celebration  of  American  Method- 
ism. Before  leaving  the  seat  of  the  Conference  we  appointed  Rev. 
Charles  Elliott,  D.  D.,  Lee  Claflin,  Esq.,  Henry  Slicer,  D.  D.,  E.  G. 
Hibbard,  D.  D.,  John  Evans,  M.D.,  J.  M.  Trimble,  D.  D.,  Hon.  Jas. 
Bishop.  We  also  fixed  the  time  and  place  for  their  first  meeting,  and 
gave  due  notice  of  the  same.  But  we  learn  that,  owing  to  various 
causes,  the  committee  failed  to  meet,  and  have  not  since  acted.  We 
consider  the  subject  worthy  the  early  and  earnest  attention  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference. 

The  bishops  recognize  with  devout  gratitude  the  good  hand  of  their 
heavenly  Father  in  preserving  them  during  the  last  four  years  in  gen- 
eral good  health,  and  in  enabling  them  to  meet,  it  is  trusted,  the 
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essential  needs  of  the  Church.  They  have,  with  two  exceptions,  held 
all  the  Annual  Conferences  on  both  sides  of  the  continent,  according  to 
the  Plans  of  Visitation  from  time  to  time  adopted,  and  have  responded 
to  all  the  other  multiplied  exactions  of  their  office  as  they  were  able. 
Besides,  in  the  summer  of  1861  Bishop  Janes  visited  our  missions  in 
Germany  and  Scandinavia,  and  presided  in  the  German  Mission  Con- 
ference; and  Bishop  Ames,  in  the  summer  of  last  year,  visited  Denver 
City  and  vicinity  and  organized  the  Rocky  Mountain  Conference, 
according  to  the  resolution  of  the  last  General  Conference.  Their 
administration  will  come  before  you  in  the  journals  of  the  Annual 
Conferences.  It  will  be  a  satisfaction  for  them  to  know  that  it  meets 
your  approval,  and  yet  their  confidence  in  your  wisdom  and  integrity 
assures  them  that  you  will  faithfully  correct  whatever  you  may  find 
amiss. 

We  must  not  close  this  address  without  expressing  our  high  gratifi 
cation  at  the  presence  in  our  midst  of  honored  brethren  from  the 
British  and  Irish  Wesleyan  Conferences,  and  from  other  branches  of 
the  great  Methodist  family.  To  these  brethren  beloved  we  extend  a 
hearty  fraternal  greeting  and  a  most  cordial  welcome.  We  regard 
their  presence  among  us  at  this  juncture  as  the  sure  pledge,  not  only 
of  the  continued  unity  of  Methodism  in  this  and  the  lands  w^hich  they 
severally  represent,  but  also  of  continued  friendly  relations  between 
this  country  and  England,  despite  the  embarrassments  of  these  dread- 
ful times.  We  trust  that  these  brethren  will  find  their  sojourn  among 
us  both  pleasant  and  profitable,  and  that  they  may  be  returned  to  their 
homes,  and  the  fellowship  of  the  several  communions  which  they  here 
represent,  in  safety  and  in  peace. 

And  now,  brethren,  we  commend  you  to  God  and  to  the  word  of 
his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up  and  to  give  you  an  inherit 
ance  among  all  them  which  are  sanctified. 

T.  A.  Morris, 
E.  S.  Janes, 
L.  Scott, 
M.  Simpson, 
O.  C.  Baker, 
E.  R.  Ames. 
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SERMON   BY   BISHOP   MORRIS. 

[Preached  by  Request  op  the  Generai,  Conference,  before  that  Body, 
Philadelphia,  May  10,  1864.] 

Before  commencing  his  sermon  Bishop  Morris  said :  "  To  pre- 
vent misunderstanding,  I  beg  to  be  indulged  in  a  brief  explanation. 
In  the  preamble  and  resolution  requesting  this  service  allusion  was 
made  to  the  completion  of  the  fiftieth  year  of  my  ministry.  For- 
tunately for  me,  it  did  not  say  my  itinerant  ministry,  I  was 
received  into  the  Methodist  Church  on  trial,  as  a  penitent  seeker, 
in  August,  1813,  but  did  not  find  a  full  evidence  of  pardon  and 
adoption  until  Christmas  of  the  same  year,  I  was  licensed  to 
preach  the  Gospel  on  the  second  day  of  April,  1814,  and  I  have 
been  preaching  all  that  I  have  been  able  to  preach  from  that  day 
to  the  present  time,  I  was  employed  as  a  traveling  preacher  by 
my  presiding  elder  in  1815,  and  was  received  into  the  Ohio  Con- 
ference in  1816.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  it  is  my  ministry  in  gen- 
eral, and  not  my  itinerant  ministry,  that  has  been  of  fifty  years' 
duration." 

SERMON. 

As  FOR  ME,  THIS  IS  MY  COVENANT  WITH  THEM,  SAITH  THE  LORD ;  MY  SpIRIT  THAT 
IS  UPON  THEE,  AND  MY  WORDS  WHICH  I  HAVE  PUT  IN  THY  MOUTH,  SHALL  NOT  DEPART 
OUT  OF  THY  MOUTH,  NOR  OUT  OF  THE  MOUTH  OF  THY  SEED,  NOR  OUT  OF  THE  MOUTH 
OP  THY  seed's   SEED,  SAITH   THE   LORD,   FROM   HENCEFORTH   AND   FOREVER. — Isaiah 

lix,  21. 

A  covenant  is  an  agreement  between  parties,  with  certain  stipu- 
lations by  which  the  parties  are  bound.  The  parties  in  this  case 
are  the  Lord  and  his  believing  people,  "  And  the  Redeemer  shall 
come  to  Zion,  and  unto  them  that  turn  from  transgression  in  Jacob, 
saith  the  Lord.  As  for  me,  this  is  my  covenant  with  them,  saith  the 
Lord."  "This  is  my  covenant"  with  the  members  of  Zion — with 
God's  believing  people — "  saith  the  Lord ;  My  Spirit  that  is  upon 
thee,  and  my  words  which  I  have  put  in  thy  mouth,  shall  not  depart 
out  of  thy  mouth,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  seed,  nor  out  of  the 
mouth  of  thy  seed's  seed,  saith  the  Lord,  from  henceforth  and 
forever," 

Our  blessed  Lord,  when  about  to  leave  his  disciples  and  ascend 
into  heaven,  promised  that  he  would  give  them  "another  Com- 
forter that  should  abide  with  them  forever ;"  and  in  another  place 
he  said :  "  But  when  the  Comforter  is  come,  whom  I  will  send  unto 
you  from  the  Father,  even  the  spirit  of  truth,  which  proceedeth 
from  the  Father,  He  shall  testify  of  me ;"  so  that  the  Holy  Ghost, 
vouchsafed  to  the  Church  of  God  through  all  the  successive  ages 
of  the  Christian  dispensation,  is  given  to  believers.  We  think  that 
the  Spirit  spoken  of  in  the  text,  however,  has  reference  to  the  dis- 
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position  of  the  new  hearts  of  God's  believing  and  saved  people,  and 
which  is  to  be  perpetuated  among  them  and  their  posterity  to  the 
end  of  time.  This  promise  is  not  restricted  to  any  one  branch  of 
the  Christian  Church.  I  am  very  far  from  believing  that  all  the 
good  people  in  the  world  are  in  our  Church.  I  believe  there  are 
many  as  good  in  other  denominations.  We  make  no  opposition  to 
any  living  branch  of  the  Church  of  Christ ;  yet  we  shall  take  the 
liberty  on  this  occasion  to  speak  more  especially  of  our  own 
denonaination,  as  being  more  immediately  identified  with  it,  and 
best  acquainted  with  its  hi.story. 

The  first  Methodist  Society  was  formed  in  England  in  1739, 
nearly  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  ago.  Since  that  the 
Society  has  branched  out  all  over  England,  Ireland,  Wales,  and 
Scotland,  and,  by  missionary  enterprise,  has  reached  some  of  the 
heathen  nations  of  the  earth.  The  first  American  Society  was 
organized  in  1766,  ninety-eight  years  ago.  In  two  years  from  this 
time  we  shall  be  celebrating  the  centenary  of  American  Methodism, 
and  Ave  hope  and  pray  for  a  time  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord. 

Methodism  has  become  a  great  power  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic,  and  it  is  well  worth  while  to  inquire  what  is  the  secret 
of  this  great  success.  To  take  in  the  whole  subject  in  one  brief 
discourse  is  simply  out  of  the  question.  We  propose  to  speak 
to-day  on  one  topic,  namely,  the  Spirit  of  Methodism, — that  is  our 
topic. 

I.  And,  i:v  the  first  place,  the  Sprerr  of  Methodism  is  the 
Spirit  of  Truth, 

Pilate,  the  Roman  governor,  said  to  our  blessed  Lord  while 
imder  examination,  "  What  is  truth  ?"  Of  course,  our  Saviour  did 
not  condescend  to  answer  the  question  in  that  connection  ;  but  he 
did  answer  it  in  another  connection.  When  praying  for  his  dis- 
ciples he  said:  "Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth;  thy  word  is 
truth."  Here  it  is,  brethren,  the  Bible  is  truth — the  basis  of  civil 
government,  the  standard  of  morals,  of  doctrine,  of  experience,  and 
of  practice;  the  standard  from  which  there  is  no  appeal.  And  the 
view  of  Bible  truth,  received  and  taught  by  the  Methodist  Church, 
is  at  once  brief  and  comprehensive.  It  embraces  all  that  is  essen- 
tial to  salvation.  The  doctrine  of  the  fall  of  man,  of  the  redemption 
of  the  world  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of  the  gift  and  operations 
of  thj&  Holy  Spirit,  to  enlighten  us,  to  ennoble  us,  and  to  dispose  us 
to  the  exercise  of  rei>entance  toward  God  and  faith  toward  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ;  the  doctrines  of  justification  by  faith,  of  regen- 
eration by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  the  doctrine  of  holiness 
or  sanctifi cation ;  the  doctrine  of  perseverance,  or  continuance  in 
well-doing ;  the  doctrines  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  the  resur- 
rection of  the  body,  the  general  judgment,  and  eternal  rewards  and 
punishments  in  heaven  and  hell:  these  are  the  great  outlines  of 
the  system,  and  at  the  same  time  it  is  brief  and  comprehensive. 
It  omits,  among  other  things  which  are  merely  speculative,  the  old 
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doctrine  of  predestination  of  individuals  to  life  and  death,  on  the 
one  hand ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  Arianism,  and  Socinianism,  and 
Pelagianism,  and  Unitarianism,  and  Swedenborgianism,  and  Uni- 
versalism,  and  Mormonism,  and  all  similar  forms  of  semi-infidelity. 
Now  the  Churches  formerly  called  Orthodox,  but  now  more  gener- 
ally culled  Evangelical,  embrace  in  their  creeds  the  five  points  of 
Calvinism,  namely  :  Total  Depravity ;  Particular  Election ;  Partial 
Kedemption ;  Efiectnal  Calling ;  Infallible  Perseverance.  And  fifty 
years  ago  the  Church  that  did  not  subscribe  to  these  points  of 
doctrine  was  scarcely  recognized  as  a  Church  of  God. 

But  Methodism  came  along  and  shed  light  upon  these  dark 
points.  She  presented  her  five  points,  which  we  think  are  better 
than  theirs,  namely :  First,  all  men  are  sinners.  Second,  all  men 
are  redeemed.  Third,  all  men  are  called.  Fourth,  as  many  as  obey 
the  call  are  chosen.  Fifth,  of  those  chosen  such  as  endure  to  the 
end  shall  be  saved. 

We  do  not  propose  to  discuss  either  of  these  five  points  of  either 
system,  but  we  name  them  only  to  reach  general  results ;  and  we 
say  that  Methodist  doctrine  has  fixed  a  deep  and  lasting  and  gen- 
eral impression  upon  the  Protestant  Christianity  of  the  times,  and 
has  greatly  modified  the  views  of  other  branches  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Allow  us  here  to  inquire.  Do  you  know  any  Church  in 
these  days  where  the  five  points  of  Calvinism  are  plainly  and  point- 
edly and  fully  taught  ?  If  you  do,  you  know  more  than  we  do. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  five  points  of  Methodism  in  substance 
are  preached  in  most  of  the  evangelical  Churches,  and  the  people 
joyfully  receive  them,  and  subscribe  to  them  generally. 

n.  The  Spirit  of  Methodism  is  the  Spirit  of  Revival. 

That  is,  the  spirit  of  reanimation.  To  revive  is  to  reanimate,  to 
bring  to  life  that  which  was  dead.  A  state  of  sin  and  unbelief  is  a 
state  of  spiritual  death  ;  but  a  state  of  faith  and  salvation  is  a  state 
of  spiritual  life;  and  hence  the  Apostle  to  the  Ephesiaus  said, 
"  And  you  hath  he  quickened,"  brought  to  life,  "  who  were  dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins."  And  again,  "  the  law  of  the  spirit  of  life  in 
Christ  Jesus  hath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death." 
But,  brethren,  when  we  speak  of  revival  in  this  connection  we 
have  no  reference  to  the  revival  of  dogmas  and  rituals,  but  to  a 
revival  in  the  sense  of  spiritual  life.  And  in  this  regard  Method- 
ism has  taken  an  advanced  position,  and  is  leading  on  the  sacra- 
mental hosts  of  God's  elect. 

Before  we  had  the  light  of  Methodism,  if  a  man  spoke  of  know- 
ing that  hi§  sins  Avere  forgiven  he  was  called  ignorant,  deluded, 
and  fanatical ;  but  now  there  are  thousands  who  can  bear  witness 
to  this  truth  without  fear.  Before  the  light  of  Methodism  dawned 
upon  the  Churches  you  might  have  selected  many  who  were 
regarded  as  good  men  from  those  denominations  deemed  orthodox ; 
but  what  could  they  tell  about  their  religious  experience?  They  usu- 
ally said,  when  questioned  upon  this  subject.  If  I  was  converted  it 
was  because  I  could  not  help  it ;  if  I  enjoy  religion  I  do  not  know  it ; 
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if  I  have  it  I  cannot  lose  it ;  and  if  I  lose  it  I  never  had  it.  This 
was  about  the  sum  and  substance  of  their  Christian  experience. 
But  it  is  not  so  now,  brethren.  There  are  multitudes  of  men,  not 
only  in  our  Church,  but  in  all  the  Evangelical  Churches,  who  can 
give  a  clear  and  scriptural  account  of  their  conversion.  Most  of 
them  can  tell  you  the  time  when,  the  place  where,  and  the  outward 
circumstances  under  which  they  passed  from  death  unto  life.  They 
will  inform  you  that  they  were  converted,  not  because  they  could  not 
help  it,  but  when  they  desired  this  blessing.  When  they  earnestly 
prayed  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  bestow  it  upon  them  they 
received  it,  and  having  now  obtained  it,  they  can  say,  "  whereas 
I  was  blind  I  now  see."  "We  know  that  M'e  have  passed  from 
death  unto  life,  because  we  love  the  brethren."  "  He  that  believeth 
on  the  Son  of  God  hath  the  witness  in  himself."  Because  they 
are  sons,  they  can  say,  "  God  hath  sent  forth  the  spirit  of  his  Son 
into  our  hearts,  crjnng,  Abba,  Father ;"  and  that  "  the  Spirit  itself 
beareth  witness  with  our  spirit  that  we  are  the  children  of  God." 

Here,  then,  is  advancement  in  the  spirit  of  revivals,  and  we 
rejoice  in  it. 

in.  The  Spikit  of  jMethodism  is  the  Spirit  of  EntePvPkise. 

We  did  not  wait  for  the  people  to  become  Christians,  and  to 
organize  themselves  into  Churches,  and  to  erect  houses  of  wor- 
ship, and  then  call  us  to  their  pulpits ;  but  we  went  out  into  the 
highways  and  hedges,  into  destitute  places,  both  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts and  the  suburbs  of  cities.  We  went  not  only  where  Christ 
was  named,  but  we  went  to  the  regions  beyond,  and  pointed  sin- 
ners to  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 
and  warned  them  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  The  word  took 
powerful  effect.  We  saw  streams  of  water  break  forth  in  the  dry 
places,  and  the  wilderness  blossom  as  the  rose.  There  was  a  ter- 
rible shaking  among  the  dry  bones,  and  they  became  covered  with 
sinews  and  flesh,  and  lived ;  and  in  thousands  of  instances  they 
who  were  not  a  people  became  the  people  of  the  Lord.  We  tried 
to  execute  upon  the  broadest  practicable  scale  the  great  commis- 
sion of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and 
preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature." 

In  order  the  better  to  do  this,  we  formed  as  many  congregations 
as  possible  and  called  them  circuits,  and  sent  out  laborers  two  by  two 
as  Christ  sent  out  his  disciples.  One  was  the  preacher  in  charge, 
and  the  other  was  his  colaborer  and  assistant.  The  circuits  usually 
consisted  of  from  twenty-four  to  forty  congregations. 

The  first  three  circuits  which  I  traveled  embraced  fi'om  twenty- 
eight  to  forty  appointments,  all  of  which  were  to  be  reached  every 
twenty-eight  days.  To  do  this  required  a  journey  of  at  least  three 
hundred  miles  on  each  of  these  circuits ;  and  this  journey  was  not 
performed  by  railroad,  nor  in  the  mail-coach,  nor  in  the  private 
carriage,  gliding  smoothly  over  the  graveled  pike,  but  upon  horse- 
back, and  over  roads  that  would  now  be  generally  regarded  as 
almost  impassible ;  and  yet,  so  far  were  we  from  curtailing  these 
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plans  and  endeavoring  to  relieve  ourselves  of  these  burdens,  we 
were  continually  on  the  lookout  for  chances  to  enlarge  our  work. 
If  we  heard  of  any  neighborhood  that  was  destitute  of  the  Gospel 
we  went  directly  to  it  and  talked  with  tlie  people ;  and  if  one  man 
in  the  settlement  would  open  his  house  for  preaching  we  made  it 
an  appointment,  and  the  next  time  we  came  around  we  were  there. 
When  we  had  an  appointment  we  tilled  it,  not  if  it  was  convenient^ 
or  if  the  weather  was  pleasant,  and  we  could  do  it  without  sacrifice, 
but  always,  unless  providential  circumstances  over  which  we  had 
no  control  prevented  us.  If  we  wanted  to  gather  a  congregation 
we  had  to  be  punctual,  and  if  we  wanted  to  hold  a  congregation 
we  could  not  disappoint  them.  When  the  streams  were  swollen 
we  sometimes  found  great  difficulty  in  crossing  them.  If  we  could 
find  a  bridge  or  a  boat  it  was  well ;  but  if  we  could  not  we  com- 
mitted ourselves  to  Providence,  and,  plunging  in  with  our  horse, 
forded  or  swam  the  stream.  This  is  what  we  mean  by  the  spirit 
of  enterprise. 

IV.  The  Spirit  op  Methodism  is  the  Spirit  of  Sacrifice. 

Ours  Avas  a  citizen  ministry,  called  forth  from  different  avoca- 
tions. Some  were  lawyers,  some  physicians,  some  teachers,  some 
mechanics,  some  merchants,  and  some  were  farmers,  who  were 
converted  and  called  of  God  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  They 
were  received  and  educated,  not  for  the  ministry,  but  in  the  min- 
istry, and  connected  the  study  and  practice  of  theology  together. 

These  men,  coming  from  the  people,  were  sent  back  to  the 
people  to  preach,  not  the  technicalities  of  the  schools,  but  the 
Gospel  of  the  Grace  of  God  in  plain  unvarnished  language,  which 
the  people  well  understood,  and  the  effect  was  glorious. 

But  where  was  the  sacrifice?  asks  one.  I  answer.  They  sacri- 
ficed first  their  secular  calling..  Whatever  they  depended  upon  for 
the  support  of  their  families  they  rehnquished,  whether  it  was 
commerce  or  law  or  agriculture,  or  whatever  it  may  have  been. 
They  had  to  promise  to  devote  themselves  wholly  to  God  and  his 
work. 

In  the  next  place  they  were  called  upon  to  sacrifice  their  homes. 
We  do  not  say  their  homes  were  spacious  or  elegant,  but  they 
were  homes  nevertheless,  and  contained  all  of  earth  that  was  dear 
to  them,  and,  much  or  little,  they  had  to  be  sacrificed  for  this 
itinerant  ministry,  and  we  became  pilgrims  and  sojourners,  as  all 
our  fathers  were ;  and  all  this  under  the  old  quarterage  rule,  with 
small  prospect  of  a  support. 

No  provision  was  made  for  houses  for  the  preachers.  There  was 
no  estimate  for  family  expenses,  and  no  claim  was  recognized  but 
the  quarterage  claim,  and  we  were  fortunate  if  half  of  that  was 
received. 

For  the  first  twelve  years  of  my  itinerant  ministry,  with  my  wife 
and  two  children,  I  kept  an  exact  account  of  my  expenses  and 
receipts,  and  the  controlling  rule  with  us  was,  not  to  buy  what  we 
wanted,  but  only  what  we  could  not  do  without.     I  credited  the 
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Church  not  only  what  I  received  from  the  stewards,  but  also  all 
I  received  for  marriage  fees  and  in  private  presents.  At  the  end 
of  the  twelve  years  I  struck  the  average,  and  found  that  during 
that  time  I  had  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars,  sixty-six 
and  two  third  cents  per  annum.  With  this  I  had  to  buy  horses, 
pay  house  rent,  meet  all  expenses  of  feeding,  clothing,  and  educat- 
ing the  children,  and  pay  all  our  charities ;  that  is  to  say,  in  so  far 
as  these  receipts  came  short  of  meeting  our  bills,  the  balance  came 
out  of  our  private  means.  We  say,  then,  that  the  spirit  of  Method- 
ism is  the  spirit  of  sacrifice. 

V.  The  SpiErr  of  Methodism  is  the  Spirit  of  Progress. 

I  allude  more  paj'ticularly  in  this  to  numerical  progress. 

When  I  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  1813,  the 
aggregate  of  her  communicants  in  all  the  States  and  Territories,  and 
in  Upper  Canada,  and  upon  the  whole  continent  of  America,  was  less 
than  one  quarter  of  a  million.  I  think  it  was  about  two  hundred 
and  thirty-six  thousand.  Now  our  organization  proper,  after 
deducting  our  brethren  in  Canada,  who  left  us  quietly  and  for  good 
reasons  connected  with  their  civil  institutions  ;  and  the  Protestant 
Methodists,  who  left  us  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  themselves  ;  and 
the  "True  Wesleyan"  organization,  who  left  us  on  account  of 
slavery ;  and  our  brethren  in  the  South,  who  left  us  on  account  of 
the  irrepressible  conflict,  and  who  took  away  nearly  two  thousand 
traveling  preachers  and  near  a  half  million  of  members ;  after 
deducting  all  these,  Ave  have  now  in  our  own  organization  a  frac- 
tion less  than  one  million. 

Then  we  have  a  little  problem  for  the  mathematician.  If  one 
quarter  of  a  million  of  Methodists  produced  during  the  past  fifty 
years  one  million  of  members,  what  will  one  million  produce  in 
fifty  years  to  come  ?  The  answer  is,  four  tnillions.  But  this  is 
only  a  part  of  the  question,  as  you  will  perceive,  for  the  quarter  of 
a  million  of  fifty  years  ago  was  the  nucleus  not  only  of  our  own 
denomination,  but  of  all  the  Methodist  organizations  upon  the  Con- 
tinent, which  now,  taken  with  our  own  Church,  will  probably 
approximate  two  millions.  This  taken  into  consideration  the  ques- 
tion will  assume  this  form :  If  a  quarter  of  a  million  in  fifty  years 
past  has  produced  two  millions,  what  will  two  millions  produce  in 
fifty  years  to  come  ?     The  answer  is,  sixteen  millions. 

But  pray,  says  one,  "  How  do  you  know  that  this  will  be  so  ?" 
I  answer,  I  did  not  say  that  we  know  it  will ;  but  in  this  calcula- 
tion we  follow  the  example  of  the  statesman,  who  will  take  the 
official  record  or  census,  and,  ascertaining  what  was  the  popula- 
tion at  a  given  time,  he  will  compute  the  accessions  for  each  decade, 
and  tell  you  what  population  may  be  expected,  say  at  the  end  of 
the  century. 

Now  what  we  claim  is  that  our  figures  are  just  as  reliable  as 
theirs,  and  if  they  can  give  the  proximate  number  of  the  popula- 
tion we  can  do  the  same  of  Methodism. 
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VI.  The  Spirit  of  Methodism  is  the  Spirit  of  Improvesient. 

I  know  of  no  better  word  to  cover  the  numerous  items  I  wish 
to  name. 

For  example :  The  general  style  of  living  among  our  people  has 
greatly  changed — I  know  most  about  the  Western  States,  where 
I  was  born  and  brought  up,  and  from  whence  I  have  hailed,  for 
seventy  years — and  I  speak  that  I  do  know,  and  testify  that  I  have 
seen,  when  I  say  that  fifty  years  ago  in  all  the  Western  States  our 
people,  as  a  general  thing,  lived  in  log  huts  of  rude  construction, 
"with  clap-board  roof  and  puncheon  floors. 

These  cabins  generally  had  but  one  apartment,  which  answered 
for  kitchen  and  dining-room,  sitting-room  and  parlor,  library  and 
dormitory,  class-room  and  chapel. 

I  have  gone  into  the  loft  of  these  cabins  many  times  in  the 
severest  winter  weather,  where  there  was  no  fire,  and  slept  with 
nothing  overhead  but  the  thin  roof,  and  a  few  logs  around  me, 
large  openings  between  them,  and  Avith  the  covering  very  scant, 
and  have  often  arisen  in  the  morning  to  find  my  bed  covered  with 
snow.  I  have,  in  many  instances,  taken  my  pillow  and  placed  it 
across  my  feet,  and  placed  my  coat  over  that,  not  merely  to  pre- 
vent suftering  with  cold,  but  to  keep  from  freezing  stifil 

Now  our  people  live  in  large  and  commodious  houses,  conven- 
iently arranged  and  well  furnished. 

When  we  look  back  fifty  years  to  our  puncheon  floors  and  clap- 
board roofs,  tin  cups,  and  pewter  plates  and  spoons,  and  then  look 
at  the  carpets,  and  sideboards,  and  cushioned  chairs,  and  silver 
tea  sets  which  we  now  have,  we  hardly  know  ourselves,  yet  our 
consciousness  tells  us  that  Ave  are  the  same  people,  though  under 
difterent  circumstances. 

How  was  it  with  regard  to  our  churches  ?  There  were  none 
hardly  deserving  the  name,  and  what  we  had  were  mostly  built  of 
logs,  and  these  were  like  angels'  visits,  "  few  and  far  between." 
Now  we  have  as  many  and  as  comfortable  churches  as  any  de- 
nomination in  the  land.  Indeed,  the  statistics  of  the  census  credit 
us  with  more  money  invested  in  church  property  than  any  other 
denomination. 

How  about  our  Sunday-schools?  I  answer,  fifty  years  ago 
we  had  none.  It  may  seem  strange  to  you,  but  it  is  as  true  as 
preaching  that  I  had  been  a  traveling  preacher  four  years  before 
I  had  seen  a  Sabbath-school.  The  first  I  saw  was  at  Zanesville, 
Ohio,  and  was  in  connection  with  a  Presbyterian  Church.  I  vis- 
ited it,  and  thought  it  a  good  thing ;  and  as  we  had  none  I  took 
my  little  daughter,  now  in  heaven,  and  led  her  to  the  superintend- 
ent, who  kindly  welcomed  her  to  the  school. 

Now  we  have  these  schools  by  thousands,  teachers  by  tens  of 
thousands,  and  scholars  by  hundreds  of  thousands. 

But  how  about  our  tracts  in  those  days?  I  answer,  we  had 
none,  or  next  to  none.  Now  they  are  scattered  broadcast  through 
all  the  land. 

How  about  our  periodicals  ?    I  answer,  we  bad  none.    Now  we 
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have  many,  and  our  religious  weeklies  are  scattered  from  the  At- 
lantic to  the  Pacific.  Then  we  had  few  books,  except  such  as 
were  imported  from  England ;  but  now  we  are  not  ashamed  to 
compare  our  Methodist  Book  Concern  with  any  religious  publish- 
ing house  in  America. 

How  about  our  educational  institutions  ?  I  answer,  we  had  no 
public  institutions  of  learning.  Private  members  may  have  taught 
private  schools,  but  we  had  no  schools  under  the  control  of  the 
Church.  Now  we  have  about  thirty  colleges  for  young  men,  two 
biblical  institutions  for  young  ministers ;  while  of  seminaries  and 
academies  and  female  colleges  we  have  more  than  one  hundred. 
Here,  surely,  is  improvement. 

But  what  about  our  missionary  cause?  I  answer,  we  had  no 
missionary  society  in  those  days.  In  regard  to  this  I  beg  a  little 
indulgence,  and  to  be  heard  with  some  degree  of  particularity. 
When  I  was  on  the  Marietta  Circuit,  from  1816  to  1818,  I  had  in 
my  society  in  Marietta  a  colored  man  by  the  name  of  Stewart. 
He  was  an  exemplary  man,  and  prayed  in  our  prayer-meetings. 
He  was  industrious  and  economical,  and  had  earned  the  means  to 
buy  good  clothes,  a  horse  and  saddle,  and  had  pocket  money 
besides. 

In  the  fall  of  1817  he  suddenly  and  mysteriously  disappeared. 
He  was  not  in  debt  or  in  trouble  that  we  knew  of,  and  we  could 
not  in  any  way  account  for  his  disappearance.  Early  next  spring 
he  returned,  and  came  straight  to  my  house,  and  gave  an  account 
of  himself  daring  his  absence. 

In  the  fall  of  1817  it  was  impressed  upon  his  mind  that  it  was 
his  duty  to  go  in  a  northwest  direction  from  Marietta  and  deliver 
a  message  to  some  people,  he  knew  not  to  whom.  At  first  he 
tried  to  shake  oft'  the  impression,  but  failing  in  this,  he  mounted 
his  horse  and  started. 

If  he  got  further  to  the  right  than  his  impression  indicated  as 
right,  he  took  the  first  left  hand  road ;  if  too  far  to  the  left,  he 
took  the  first  right  hand  road.  In  this  way  he  went  on  till  he 
reached  the  Wyandot  Indians,  at  Ujiper  Sandusky,  in  Ohio, 
when  he  said  at  once  this  was  the  people  to  whom  he  was  sent. 

He  went  straight  to  the  Indian  agent  and  told  him  he  had  a 
message  from  God  to  the  Indians.  The  agent,  as  was  very  proper, 
demanded  his  credentials ;  but  he  had  none,  as  he  was  only  a  pri- 
vate Christian,  and  had  not  even  his  certificate  of  membership 
with  him.  Of  course  he  received  no  encouragement  from  him, 
but  he  went  to  the  Indians  and  talked  with  them  privately,  and 
they  agreed  that  he  might  address  as  many  as  would  come 
together.  Several  came  together  in  one  of  their  .wigwams,  and 
among  them  another  colored  man.  His  name  was  Jonathan 
Pointer,  and  he  had  formerly  lived  with  my  uncle  on  the  Big 
Kanawha  River,  and  was  captured  in  childhood  by  the  Indians, 
and  had  learned  the  Wyandot  language.  He  served  as  Stewart's 
interpreter,  and  while  he  talked  the  Indians  wept;  and  when 
he  was  through  they  came  around  him  and  said,  '■'■preach  more^'' 
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and  lie  did  so,  and  an  adjoining  Quarterly  Conference  took  cogni- 
zance of  him  and  licensed  him  to  preach,  and  by  the  blessing  of 
God  he  had  a  great  revival  among  the  Indians. 

At  the  session  of  the  Ohio  Conference  at  Steubenville,  in  1818, 
a  report  of  Stewart's  revival  among  the  Indians  was  presented, 
and  Bishop  M'Kendree,  who  was  there,  said,  "We  must  have 
a  mission  among  the  Wyandots." 

But  the  question  was,  Where  shall  the  money  come  from?  We 
had  no  flowing  treasury,  but  the  brethren  said,  we  will  raise  the 
money  here  and  now. 

We  raised  the  money  entirely  among  the  preachers,  for  we  then 
sat  with  closed  doors.  Some  gave  five,  and  some  ten  dollars,  and 
in  a  few  moments  money  enough  was  raised  to  send  a  missionary 
to  the  Wyandots. 

In  the  spring  of  1819  the  news  of  these  things  had  reached  New 
York,  and  the  brethren  there  formed  the  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  They  formed  it  upon  a  good  and  broad 
basis,  inaking  all  the  Annual  Conferences  auxiliary  societies. 

When  the  Ohio  Conference  met  at  Cincinnati  in  1819,  it  ap- 
proved the  organization  of  the  Missionary  Society,  and  ordered 
collections  taken  up  in  the  several  charges.  And  at  Chilicotbe,  in 
1820,  they  had  a  report  of  the  moneys  raised  for  the  missionary 
cause,  and  I  recollect  that  a  member  inquired,  "  What  shall  we  do 
with  this  missionary  money  ?"  After  some  discussion  it  was  voted 
that  the  Rev.  T.  A.  Morris  be  appointed  to  receive  it  and  forward 
it  to  New  York. 

This  gave  me  the  opportunity  to  know  how  much  there  was  of 
it.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  Ohio  Conference  then  embraced 
the  whole  of  the  states  of  Ohio  and  Michigan,  as  well  as  parts  of 
Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana.  From  all  this  region  the  contri- 
butions for  the  missionary  cause  were  to  be  aggregated,  and  all 
came  into  my  hands,  and  what  do  you  suppose  was  the  amount  ? 
It  was  nineteen  dollars  and  a  fraction  over. 

Now  compare  this  with  the  present,  and  behold  the  difference. 
In  1863  the  treasurer  of  our  Missionary  Society  received  over 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and,  brethren,  I  shall  be  greatly 
disappointed  and  excessively  mortified  if  in  1864  our  contribu- 
tions do  not  reach  half  a  million  dollars.  This  is  the  lowest 
amount  that  will  sustain  the  Missionary  work  now  undertaken. 

VII.  The  Spirit  of  Methodism  is  the  Spirit  of  Loyalty 
TO  THE  Civil  Goverx^ient. 

It  is  the  doctrine  of  our  Church  and  of  the  Scriptures  that  we . 
should  revere  and  submit  ourselves  to  the  civil  authority.  This 
is  in  our  Articles  of  Religion.  It  was  put  there  in  1784,  when  the 
Church  was  first  organized,  and  there  it  stands  as  a  monument  of 
our  loyalty  to  this  hour.  But  we  are  taught  this  duty  by  higher 
than  human  authority.  Paul  says,  "  Let  every  soul  be  subject  unto 
the  higher  powers.  For  there  is  no  power  but  of  God ;  the  powers 
that  be  are  ordained  of  God.     Whoever,  therefore,  resisteth  the 
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power  resisteth  the  ordinance  of  God :  and  they  that  resist  shall 
receive  to  themselves  damnation." 

Now,  if  we  imderstand  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
rebellion  is  a  crime  of  high  order,  one  expressly  forbidden  by 
the  word  of  God,  and  any  man  who  is  guilty  of  it  deserves  to  be 
expelled  from  the  Church  of  Christ. 

VIII.  The  Spirit  of  Methodism  is  the  Spirit  of  Patriotism. 

After  the  Southern  rebellion  had  developed  itself  in  such  mag- 
nitude that  our  President  became  satisfied  that  there  was  not 
power  enough  in  the  army,  as  it  then  existed,  to  put  it  down,  he 
called  for  volunteers.  And  who  responded  ?  I  answer  that,  so 
far  as  we  know,  all  Churches  did  nobly ;  but  it  is  true,  neverthe- 
less, th.it  we  have  more  than  any  other  denomination  who  are  in 
the  service  of  our  country.  We  have  at  least  one  hundred  thou- 
sand Church  members  who  have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States;  and  many  of  our  preachers  also  have  gone,  some  as 
privates,  some  as  captains,  and  a  great  many  as  chaplains ;  probably 
twice  as  many  as  from  other  denominations.  There  are  three  mem- 
bers of  this  General  Conference,  regular  ministers,  who  have  done 
service  for  their  country  as  colonels,  moving  at  the  head  of  their 
regiments  amid  showers  of  leaden  and  iron  hail,  leading  the  van 
of  the  host,  amid  the  shouting  and  tumult  of  battle.  These  arc 
unfailing  indications  that  the  spirit  of  Methodism  is  the  spirit  of 
patriotism. 

IX.  The  Spirit  of  Methodism  is  the  Spirit  of  Liberty. 
I  do  not  mean  liberty  for  a  man  to  do  what  he  pleases  without 

answering  to  anybody.  We  do  not  mean  either  liberty  for  a  man 
to  do  what  he  pleases  with  the  rights  of  other  men  with  impunity, 
but  we  mean  the  spirit  of  liberty  in  opposition  to  slavery. 

Slavery  has  been  the  great  difficulty  and  bone  of  contention  for 
years. 

It  has  divided  the  Church,  and  now  it  seeks  to  divide  the  country. 
We  have  had  for  years  this  standing  question  in  our  Discipline, 
"What  shall  be  done  for  the  extirpation  of  the  great  evil  of  slavery  ?" 
but  we  could  not  answer  the  question.  Philosophers  tried  and 
were  bewildered ;  statesmen  tried,  but  were  overwhelmed  and  con- 
founded ;  ecclesiastical  bodies  sought  its  answer,  but  found  dismay 
and  failure;  but  God  has  interposed,  and  furnished  the  answer 
in  the  pi-esent  war  for  the  Union. 

The  leaders  of  the  rebellion  in  the  South,  Avhile  fighting  for 
slavery,  have  done  more  for  its  extirpation  in  the  last  three  years 
than  Congfess  and  all  the  state  legislatures  could  do  in  thirty 
years  ;  and  although  slavery  has  not  been  extirpated^  it  is  prostrate 
and  bleeding,  and  has  received  a  blow  from  which  it  can  never 
recover.  It  has  already  upon  its  brow  the  cold  sweat  of  death, 
and  we  pray  that  it  may  speedily  give  up  the  Ghost. 

Once  more,  and  we  are  done. 
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X.  The  Spirit  of  Methodism  is  the  Spirit  of  Liberality. 

Now  whoever  supposes  (and  some  have  so  supposed)  that  the 
Methodist  polity  is  a  naiTow  and  contracted  one,  and  who  publishes 
that  supposition,  simply  proves  that  he  knows  not  what  he  says 
nor  whereof  he  affirms.  When  were  ever  the  ])lans  and  operations 
of  Methodism  contracted?  Our  illustrious  founder  took  the  world 
for  his  parish,  and  we  are  trying  to  follow  his  example.  We 
never  have  seen  the  day  when  we  did  not  preach /ree  grace  and  a 
free  communion,  and  what  Church  has  done  or  could  have  done 
more  ?  We  pray  with  the  apostle,  "  Grace  be  with  all  them  that 
love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity." 

We  cordially  belie\'e  with  Paul  the  Apostle,  that  "  it  is  a  faithful 
saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Christ  Jesus  came  into 
the  world  to  save  sinners,"  even  the  very  chief  of  sinners.  We 
believe  that  Methodism  will  live  to  accomplish  its  grand  mission, 
to  spread  scriptural  holiness  over  these  and  all  lands. 

Some  have  said  that  the  world  is  soon  coming  to  an  end,  and 
some  have  gone  so  far  as  to  fix  the  year  and  the  day ;  but,  thank 
God !  the  world  still  moves,  and  we  believe  that  many  things  will 
come  to  pass  before  the  end  comes.  One  thing  is  that  the  Word 
will  be  preached  to  all  nations. 

We  believe  also  that  the  Southern  rebellion  will  be  crushed, 
slavery  abolished,  the  union  of  the  states  restored,  a  permanent 
peace  established,  and  last,  though  not  least,  after  all  this,  we 
shall  have  such  a  revival  of  the  work  of  God  as  the  world  has 
never  seen.  We  have  the  dawning  of  this  glorious  day  already, 
and  we  believe  the  sun  will  soon  arise  in  full  splendor,  and  from 
every  hill  and  valley  will  go  up  the  shout,  "  Halleluiah !  the  Lord 
God  omnipotent  reigneth." 


ADDRESSES  AND   REPLIES. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  BRITISH  CONFERENCE  TO  THE 
GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  METHODIST  EPIS- 
COPAL CHURCH  OF*  AMERICA. 

Reverejtd  and  VERY'  Dear  BRETHREN, — A  gratcful  remem- 
brance of  the  origin  from  which  we  are  both  descended,  of  the 
truth  which  we  equally  maintain,  and  of  the  objects  which  we  are 
mutually  striving  to  promote  by  the  diffusion  of  spiritual  and  prac- 
tical Christianity,  prompts  us  to  address  you  on  the  present 
occasion,  and  to  convey  to  you  renewed  assurances  of  all  kindly 
and  fraternal  affection. 

Great  has  been  our  sympathy  with  you,  beloved  Christian  breth- 
ren, in  the  calamities  of  the  war  which  has  now  for  so  long  a  time 
ravaged  your  land,  and  which  cannot  but  have  inflicted  sore  dis- 
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tresses  on  you  as  a  Christian  community,  impeding  not  a  few  of 
your  evangelical  efforts,  and  casting  shadows  of  discouragement 
and  fear  on  some  of  the  brightest  scenes  of  your  ministerial  toil. 
Our  prayer  is,  that  the  God  of  peace  may  speedily  bring  this 
national  strife  to  a  righteous  and  happy  termination,  and  that  the 
extensive  territories  of  your  country  may  flourish  beyond  all  former 
measure  in  temporal  and  spiritual  prosperity. 

Meantime,  and  in  every  event,  we  trust  that  by  the  grace  and 
blessing  of  the  God  of  our  fathers,  you  will  continue  to  hold  on 
your  way  as  ministers  of  the  Word  of  life,  sowing  the  seed  of  truth 
with  all  fidelity  and  reaping  thence  a  plentiful  harvest — "  fruit  unto 
life  eternal."  Still  let  us  aim.  In  our  several  allotted  provinces  of 
service,  to  "  walk  by  the  same  rule,"  to  "  mind  the  same  thing ;" 
to  spread  scriptural  holiness  all  around  us,  and  ever  to  advance 
"  whatsoever  things  are  true,  honest,  just,  pure,  lovely,  and  of 
good  report ;"  waiting  for  the  consummation  of  our  hopes  and 
labors  in  that  better  region  where  peace  shall  reign  without  fear  of 
interruption  or  change,  and  where  the  whole  host  of  the  redeemed 
shall  obtain  fullness  of  joy  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

By  the  good  hand  of  our  God  upon  us,  we  are  favored  with 
peace  in  all  our  borders,  and  with  increased  facilities,  at  home  and 
abroad,  for  carrying  out  the  important  plans  and  purposes  of  the 
Christian  ministry.  The  pi'esent  conference  has  been  one  of  un- 
broken harmony  and  affection,  distinguished  also  by  a  more  than 
usual  amount  of  gratifying  intelligence  from  the  representatives  of 
afiiliated  conferences,  and  by  the  lively  interest  which  has  been 
awakened  in  the  prospect  of  our  jubilee  missionary  celebration. 
For  all  that  is  past,  and  for  all  the  tokens  of  success  which  now 
surround  us,  we  offer  our  vmited  thanksgivings  to  the  Father  of 
mercies,  while  we  feel  ourselves  stirred  up  to  seek  in  faith  and 
prayer  for  larger  effusions  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  grace,  that  revivings 
of  all  spiritual  good  may  be  vouchsafed  to  us  and  the  whole  Church 
of  Christ,  and  that  the  day  may  soon  arrive  when  "great  voices  in 
heaven  "  shall  be  heard,  saying,  "  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are 
become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Christ ;  and  he  shall 
reign  forever  and  ever." 

One  thing,  on  a  review  of  the  year  which  has  now  closed,  we 
would  not  omit ;  the  exemplary  Christian  patience  with  which  our 
people  in  the  manufacturing  districts  have  borne  their  late  priva- 
tions and  sufferings,  and  which  we  cannot  do  otherwise  than  regard 
as  at  once  a  proof  and  a  pledge  of  good.  Nor  would  we  lose  sight 
of  the  spontaneous  and  abundant  liberality  which  has  flowed  in 
to  the  aid  of  distress  from  different  parts  of  the  world,  or  of 
the  fact  that,  to  meet  the  general  want,  seasonable  and  acceptable 
supplies  have  been  sent  from  America. 

Need  we  add,  that  the  sentiments  which  we  have  often  expressed 
on  the  evil  of  slavery,  and  the  importance  of  its  speedy  aboUtion, 
remain  unchanged  ?  Earnestly  do  we  look  for  the  time  when  that 
evil  shall  no  longer  exist.  That  time  will  assuredly  come.  May 
we  remind  you,  brethren,  that  as  Christians,  you  are  called  to  pur- 


B,  n.]  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  British  Conference.       293 

sue  firm  yet  wise  and  pacific  counsels,  and  in  the  veiy  spirit  of  the 
Christianity  which  you  and  we  profess,  to  proceed  with  cahn  and 
steady  perseverance,  entertaining  no  doubt  of  the  final  result  when 
slavery  shall  be  no  more. 

As  our  delegate  to  the  next  General  Conference  in  Philadelphia 
we  have  appointed  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Thornton,  M.  A.,  and  as  his 
companion,  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Pope,  brethren  beloved,  in  whom  we 
ourselves  repose  the  highest  confidence,  and  whom  we  are  well 
persuaded  that  you  will  affectionately  welcome  as  messengers  to 
you  of  our  constant  fraternal  love. 

And  may  the  God  of  grace  cause  all  blessings  to  abound  toward 
you,  and  whatever  may  arise,  grant  you  the  security  of  them  who 
abide  under  the  shadow  of  his  almighty  protection. 

George  Osborn,  D.  D.,  President. 

JoHsr  Faerar,  Secretary. 
Sheffield,  August  15,  1863. 
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REPLY  TO  THE  ADDRESS  OF  THE  BRITISH  CONFER- 

ENCK 

The    General    Conferej^^ce    of    the    Methodist    Episcopal 
Chuboh  of  America  to  the  British  Co^stference. 

Reverend  and  Beloved  Brethren, — Your  very  kind  and 
fraternal  Address,  dated  August  15,  1863,  and  presented  to  us  by 
your  gifted  and  honored  representative.  Rev.  W.  L.  Thornton, 
A.  M.,  has  afforded  us  unmingled  gratification. 

We  acknowledge  those  bonds  of  a  common  doctrine,  a  common 
origin,  and  a  common  aim  which  unite  us,  and  we  heartily  recipro- 
cate your  assurance  of  brotherly  love.  Your  expressions  of  sym- 
pathy with  our  afflicted  nation  and  people  are  most  grateful  to  our 
hearts. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  assure  you  that  our  Church  is  loyal 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  ceases  not  to  pray  for 
its  rulers,  and  for  the  success  of  its  arms;  nor  need  we  say  that, 
while  sending  her  sons  by  thousands  to  preserve  the  nation's  life 
and  put  down  a  wicked  and  wanton  rebellion,  she  cultivates  no 
personal  ill-will  toward  the  enemies  of  the  nation,  and  ceases  not  to 
pray  for  a  righteous  peace. 

Our  consolation  amid  the  desolations  of  war  is  in  the  hope  that 
the  revolution  will  roll  the  nation  up  to  a  higher  elevation  than  it 
could  otherwise  have  attained  even  by  centuries  of  peaceful  prog- 
ress. 

We  bow  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  well  knowing  that  we 
have  sinned  and  deserve  chastisement,  yet  trusting  that  the  rod  is 
used  in  mercy. 

You  will  rejoice  to  know  that  our  beloved  bishops  unanimously 
recommended  that  hereafter  no  slaveholder  should  be  admitted  to 
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our  communion,  and  that  our  Conference  has,  with  almost  entire 
unanimity,  initiated  a  rule  prohibiting  the  holding  of  slaves,  as  well 
as  the  purchase  or  sale  of  them,  upon  the  ground  that  slaveholders 
in  the  United  States  can  have  no  serious  difficulty  in  manumitting 
their  bondmen. 

It  will  also  be  gratifying  to  you  to  learn,  that  while  we  have 
suffered  a  loss  of  fifty  thousand  members,  owing  to  the  withdrawal 
of  ministers  and  members  in  slavcholding  territory,  the  dispersion 
of  many  of  our  societies  upon  the  border  by  the  progress  of  rebell- 
ious arms,  and  the  losses  we  have  sustained  upon  the  field  of  battle, 
our  Church  has  steadily  maintained  her  ground  in  the  loyal  states, 
enlarged  her  collections  for  almost  every  benevolent  and  religious 
enterprise  in  which  she  was  engaged,  and  increased  her  Church 
property  by  millions.  Meanwhile  she  has  been  gradually  extending 
her  line  southward,  planting  her  ministers  at  important  points  as 
the  rebellion  r.  i-eded  before  the  national  banner,  contributing 
largely  to  supply  the  Gospel  to  the  Federal  army,  and  sustaining 
and  strengthening  at  the  same  time  all  her  foreign  and  domestic 
missions.     To  God  be  all  the  glory ! 

We  regret  profoundly  that  through  the  intimate  business  con- 
nections which  exist  between  your  country  and  ours,  your  people, 
especially  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  have  suffered  in  conse- 
quence of  our  war.  The  patience  with  which  they  have  endured 
their  sufferings  is  an  indication  to  us  that  the  masses  of  the  British 
nation  understand  the  principles  involved  in  our  struggle,  and  sym- 
pathize with  our  government. 

The  intimate  connection  of  American  and  British  interests  is  one 
of  those  pledges  which  we  delight  to  contemplate,  that  the  peace 
shall  never  hereafter  be  broken  between  two  nations  united  not 
only  in  origin  and  language,  but  in  liberty,  religion,  Protestantism, 
and  eleemosynary  and  missionary  enterprise. 

We  cannot  forbear  to  express  the  pleasure  which  the  visit  of 
your  learned  and  excellent  representative  has  afforded  us.  His 
engaging  manners,  amiable  spirit,  and  evangelical  discourses  have 
endeared  him  to  us,  while  his  cl^ar  apprehension  of  our  national 
struggle,  his  hearty  sympathy  with  the  side  of  liberty  and  human- 
ity excited  our  admiration ;  and  his  admirable  exposition  of  Wes- 
leyan  doctrines,  sympathies,  relations  and  secessions,  abounding  in 
useful  suggestions,  strengthened  our  determination  to  stand  iu  the 
old  paths. 

Desiring  to  cultivate  acquaintance  with  you,  we  have  deputed 
our  beloved  Bishop  E.  S.  Janes,  D.  D.,  long  known  and  honored 
not  only  in  our  own  denomination  but  in  all  the  other  Protestant 
Churches  in  our  land,  and  our  beloved  brother.  Rev.  Thomas  Bow- 
man, D.  D.,  President  of  the  Indiana  Asbury  University,  to  bear 
this  letter  to  you,  and  to  convey  to  you  more  particularly  our  views 
and  greetings. 
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THE  ADDRESS  OF  THE  IRISH  CONFERENCE. 

To  THE  Ministers  op  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the 
United  States  op  America,  assembled  in  their  General 
Conference. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren, — We  heartily  respond  to 
the  sentiments  of  love  and  esteem  expressed  in  your  letter  dated  at 
Bufialo,  and  bearing  the  signatures  of  your  venerable  Bishop  Mor- 
ris, and  your  secretary,  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Harris.  We  also  consider 
the  frequent  interchange  of  such  friendly  greetings  well  calculated 
to  draw  us  closer  together,  and  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  fraternal 
affection. 

We  regret  that  your  arrangements  for  holding  the  German  Con- 
ference deprived  us  of  a  visit  from  Bishop  Janes,  the  pleasure  of 
"which  we  had  expected. 

We  have  marked  with  grateful  admiration  the  growth  and  exten- 
sion of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  anticipate  for  you  a 
still  more  glorious  future.  The  statistics,  with  which  you  have 
kindly  furnished  us,  show  an  increase  during  your  last  quadrennial 
term  Avhich  has  gladdened  our  hearts  and  evoked  our  devout 
thankfulness  to  God.  Your  prosperity  is  our  prosperity.  May 
the  great  Head  of  the  Church  bless  and  increase  you  more  and 
more ! 

We  have  observed  with  no  unfriendly  eye  the  rapid  progress 
and  unexampled  prosperity  of  your  great  commonwealth,  and  we 
fully  appreciate  the  grave  responsibility  resting  upon  you  as  a 
Church  at  the  present  time.  In  common  with  the  great  majority 
of  our  fellow-citizens,  we  deeply  lament  the  existence  of  those  evils 
which  threaten  to  divide  your  beloved  country.  In  the  order  of 
Divine  Providence,  nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  in  gaining  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  influence,  are  subject  to  vicissitudes  always 
painful  and  often  humiliating ;  meanwhile,  from  our  own  public 
assemblies  and  family  altars  fervent  supplications  will  ascend  to 
our  heavenly  Father  that  the  vexed  question  of  negro  slavery — the 
source  of  your  present  trouble — may  find  a  just  solution  without 
involving  you  for  a  protracted  period  in  that  worst  of  national 
calamities,  a  fratiicidal  war. 

In  the  special  effort  we  are  making  for  the  increase  of  our  agency, 
so  urgently  demanded  by  the  peculiar  circumstance  of  our  position 
in  this  kingdom,  your  pecuniary  aid,  which  you  are  pleased  to  say 
fell  far  below  the  obligations  of  American  Methodism  to  Ireland,  as 
well  as  below  the  desire  of  your  hearts,  owing  to  the  fearful  finan- 
cial revulsion  which,  in  the  midst  of  your  efforts,  swept  over  your 
country,  is  highly  valued  by  us,  not  only  on  account  of  the  liberal 
sum  contributed,  but  of  the  generous  sympathy  elicited.     At  your 
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public  meeting,  attended  by  our  deputation,  the  utterances  of  many 
of  your  noble  men,  connected  with  the  country  by  the  ties  of  kin- 
dred or  association,  have  awakened  in  our  hearts  feelings  of  the 
deepest  gratitude,  and  go  far  to  reconcile  us  to  the  heavy  losses 
which,  by  emigration,  we  have  from  year  to  year  sustained. 

Our  Annual  Conference,  now  drawing  to  a  close,  has  been  chai'- 
acterized  by  great  harmony  of  feeling  and  unanimity  of  sentiment. 
The  increase  of  our  membership,  though  not  as  large  as  last  year, 
is  very  encouraging,  and  the  reports  of  all  our  funds  evince  a  steady 
progression.  Very  gracious  results  have  followed  the  recent  out- 
pouring of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  Protestant  Churches  of  the  land. 
The  work  of  God  has  been,  deepened  in  the  hearts  of  both  ministei*^ 
and  people ;  many  an  outcast  has  been  reclaimed  from  the  wastes 
of  error  and  sin,  and  many  a  door  of  usefulness  has  been  opened  to 
missionary  enterprise. 

Again  we  thank  you  for  your  cordial  reception  of  our  beloved 
brother  and  representative,  the  Rev.  Robinson  Scott,  and  for  your 
continuous  and  efficient  co-operation  in  the  labors  of  our  deputation. 

William  H.  Stamp,  President. 
James  Tobias,  Secretary. 

COEK,  June  26,  1861. 
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LETTER   FROM   THE    IRISH   COXFEREXCE,   ACCRED- 
ITING REV.   ROBINSON    SCOTT. 

To    THE    ReVEEEXD   THE    BiSHOPS    OF    THE    MeTHODIST   EpISCOPAL 

Church  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

Reverend  and  Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren, — Permit  us 
most  respectfully  to  commend  anew  to  your  confidence  the  Rev. 
Robinson  Scott,  who  has  been  requested  by  the  Irish  Conference 
to  devote  himself  to  the  completion  of  the  "  Fund  for  the  Increase 
of  the  Wesleyan  Agency  in  Ireland,"  and  with  special  reference  to 
the  establishment  of  a  Wesleyan  College,  to  be  erected  at  Belfast 
— the  only  branch  of  the  enterprise  not  yet  completed. 

As  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Conference,  with  full  powers 
to  take  all  necessary  steps  toward  the  building  and  endowment  of 
the  institution,  we  have  requested  Mr.  Scott  to  revisit  America,  for 
the  purpose  of  rendering  available,  as  far  as  practicable,  all  sub- 
scriptions to  the  general  fund  not  yet  paid,  and  of  adopting,  with 
your  permission  and  counsel,  such  a  course  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient  for  bringing  to  a  close  the  appeal  of  the  Irish  Wesleyan 
Conference  to  your  Church,  to  which  it  has  already  responded  so 
liberally. 

Mr.  Scott  will  be  able  to  inform  you  of  the  beneficial  influence 
upon  our  work  generally  of  those  branches  of  the  enterprise  which 
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have  already  been  completed,  and  of  our  prospects  in  relation  to 
the  college,  which,  as  a  people,  we  regard  as  essential  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  our  ministry  and  work  in  this  country. 

In  concluding  this  letter,  permit  us,  venerable  brethren,  to  express 
to  you  personally,  and  through  you  to  your  ministers  and  people 
generally,  our  most  sincere  and  hearty  thanks  for  your  and  their 
sympathy  with  us  in  our  efforts  to  extend  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  in  Ireland,  and  to  assure  you  of  our  prayers  for  the 
restoration  of  peace  and  concord  to  your  beloved  but  deeply-afflicted 
country,  and  for  still  larger  effusions  of  the  Divine  Spirit  upon  all 
the  Churches  of  your  care. 

"We  are,  reverend  and  dear  fathers  and  brethren, 
Signed  on  behalf  of  the  college  committee, 

Thomas  T.  N.  Hull,  Chairman  pro  tern. 


Robert  Wallace,  )  m 

W.  MuLLAN,  [  Treasurers. 


Joseph  W.  M'Kay,    )  „       .     . 
Thomas  G.  Lindsay,  r^^'*^'^''^^^- 
Charles  Prest,  Preset  of  the  Irish  Conf. 
Belfast,  March  31,  1864. 
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REPLY  TO   THE   ADDRESS    OF  THE   IRISH   CONFER- 
ENCE. 

To  THE  Members  op  the  Irish  Wesleyan  Conference. 

Reverend  and  Dear  Brethren, — We  received  with  great 
pleasure  your  very  kind  and  fraternal  Address,  dated  June  26, 
1861,  and  presented  to  us  by  your  worthy  and  honored  represent- 
ative, Rev.  Robinson  Scott,  D.D. 

We  gladly  improve  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  our  ex- 
pression of  brotherly  affection,  and  would  give  hearty  thanks  to 
our  common  Redeemer  for  the  manifest  blessings  he  has  given  you, 
and  for  the  success  that  has  attended  your  efforts  to  promote  his 
cause. 

God  has  been  pleased  to  give  special  honor  to  Irish  Methodism 
in  its  connection  with  the  first  establishment  of  Methodism  in  this 
and  other  lands.  We  not  only  recognize  you  as  a  part  of  the 
great  Methodist  family,  but  also  feel  that  the  facts  connected  Avith 
the  origin  of  our  Church  and  the  increasing  number  of  Christians 
now  Avith  us,  who  have  been  trained  under  your  spiritual  care, 
constitute  a  peculiarly  strong  bond  of  union  and  sympathy  be- 
tween you  and  us,  and  give  us  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  concerns 
your  welfare.  It  is  therefore  with  great  satisfaction  we  have 
received  the  assurance  of  your  union  in  faith  and  harmony  of 
action  ;  of  your  increasing  spiritual  prosperity  ;  of  the  liberality  of 
your  members,  and  of  your  perseverance  in  advancing  your  edu- 
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cational  and  the  other  noble  enterprises  you  have  undertaken.  It 
is  the  more  pleasing  to  us  that  through  the  blessing  of  God  you 
are  thus  prospered,  when  Ave  consider  the  discouragements  and 
adverse  influences  with  which  you  are  called  to  contend,  arising 
from  the  direct  hostility  of  more  than  two  thirds  of  your  country- 
men who  receive  not  the  Protestant  faith,  and  from  the  constant 
loss  of  valuable  members  in  consequence  of  emigration  to  this  and 
other  countries. 

We  thank  you  for  the  assurances  we  receive  of  your  sympathy 
with  our  country  in  the  terrible  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged 
to  preserve  the  national  life.  This  sympathy  is  cheering,  and  will 
stimulate  us  to  persevere  in  a  conflict  which  we  could  not  with 
honor  and  in  the  right  discharge  of  our  duties  to  God  and  man 
avoid.  Our  Church  as  in  time  past  is  thoroughly  loyal,  and  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  the  country. 

We  are  thankful  we  can  inform  you  that  in  this  time  of  conflict 
of  trouble  and  sorrow,  while  so  great  sacrifice  and  efibrt  are  de- 
manded and  cheerfully  rendered  to  our  country,  while  the  homes 
of  many  thousands  of  our  members  are  darkened  and  their  hearts 
made  sad  by  bereavement,  our  Church  is  enjoying  great  prosper- 
ity. During  the  past  four  years  our  Annual  Conferences  have  all 
held  their  sessions,  and  there  has  been  but  little  interruption  to 
our  regular  work.  Our  missionary,  educational,  and  other  great 
enterprises  of  benevolence  have  been  sustained  with  their  usual 
power  and  resources.  As  ministers  of  the  Word  of  Life,  we  are 
still  earnestly  endeavoring  to  maintain  in  their  simplicity  and  power 
the  doctrines  taught  by  the  fathers  in  the  Church,  and  to  enforce 
those  principles  the  direct  tendency  of  which  is  to  increase  the 
piety  and  efficiency  of  the  Church. 

In  view  of  suggestions  from  you  in  the  past,  we  are  persuaded 
you  will  learn  with  pleasure  that  at  its  present  session,  with 
almost  entire  unanimity,  the  General  Conference  passed  a  resolution 
which  only  awaits  the  concurrence  of  the  Annual  Conferences  to 
render  slaveholding  a  disquahfication  for  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Slavery  has  long  been  our  nation's  reproach,  a  cause  of  constant 
strife  and  bitterness.  Its  natural  result  is  this  fearful  war  that 
now  desolates  our  land.  In  times  past  the  peculiar  relation  of  the 
state  governments  to  each  other  and  the  national  government  did 
not  allow  millions  who  deplored  its  evils  to  use  direct  meansforits 
removal.  This  terrible  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  has  not  pro- 
duced unmingled  evil,  inasmuch  as  it  has  furnished  the  govern- 
ment the  opportunity  and  the  right  to  give  freedom  to  the  enslaved. 
We  trust  the  time  will  soon  come  when  in  no  part  of  the  wide 
domain  of  our  country  will  slavery  be  known.  We  are  fully  con- 
fident that  the  cause  of  our  country,  which  we  regard  as  the 
cause  of  humanity  and  of  God,  will  triumph  ;  and  we  trust  the 
calamities  Ave  are  called  to  suffer  will  lead  us  to  renounce  our  sins, 
and  that,  chastened  by  adversity,  we  shall  be  better  prepared  to 
discharge  our  duty  as  a  people. 
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In  conclusion,  we  renew  the  assurances  of  our  high  consideration 
and  regard.  Our  prayer  is  and  shall  be  that  the  blessing  of  God 
may  abide  with  you  forever. 

Philadelphia,  May  27,  1864. 


By  VL~Journal,  page  72. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  THE 
METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  IN  CANADA. 

The  Bishops  awd  Members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Canada  to  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Dearly  Beloved  Fathers  and  Brethren, — Your  fraternal 
letter  forwarded  from  Buifjxlo,  and  presented  to  us  by  our  highly 
esteemed  brethren,  the  Revs.  Dr.  Cartwright,  G.  Baker,  and  F.  A. 
Blades,  your  delegates  to  our  General  Conference,  has  been  received 
and  read  with  peculiar  satisfaction.  We  are  highly  gratified  with 
the  visit  of  these  brethren.  Their  enlightened  counsels  and  Chris- 
tian intercourse  have  affected  us  with  sentiments  of  friendship 
toward  them,  and  love  for  the  Church  they  represent,  which,  we 
trust,  will  never  be  forgotten. 

We  deeply  regret  their  brief  stay  among  us  ;  but  the  distracted 
state  of  your  country  at  this  moment  is  with  us  a  sufficient  just- 
ification for  their  early  departure ;  and  our  prayers  are,  that  the 
rebellion,  which  is  now  affecting  the  whole  world,  may  be  speedily 
suppressed,  and  that  God  may  restore  peace  to  your  nation  and 
give  increasing  prosperity  to  the  Church  of  Christ  in  your  afifticted 
land. 

Our  Church,  planted  by  the  zeal  and  labors  of  ministers  from 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States,  still  em- 
braces within  its  societies  some  aged  members  who  dwell  with  fond 
recollections  upon  the  memory  of  those  servants  of  God,  and  of 
the  gracious  revivals  of  religion  which  they  were  instrumental  in 
promoting. 

Our  preachers  and  people  are  as  strongly  attached  to  the  epis- 
copal form  of  government  as  in  1828,  when  the  Pittsburgh  Gen- 
eral Conference  allowed  us  to  become  a  separate  and  independent 
Church,  and  addressed  us  in  the  following  words  : 

"That  we  do  hereby  recommend  to  our  brethren  in  Canada  to 
adopt  the  form  of  government  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  United  States,  with  such  modifications  as  their  particular 
relation  shall  render  necessary." 

We  rejoice  to  learn  from  your  communication  that  God  is  still 
extending  your  field  of  usefulness ;  that  your  numbers  are  con- 
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Btantly  multiplying ;  that  your  book  establishment  and  religious 
periodicals  are  having  a  most  salutary  effect,  and  that  your  mis- 
sionary -svork  and  Sabbath-school  operations  are  doing  good  to 
millions  of  your  fellovr-men. 

As  your  children  in  the  Gospel  of  our  blessed  Lord,  "we  are  la- 
boring on  at  God's  command,  and,  as  far  as  our  means  and  ability 
Avill  allow,  are  endeavoring  to  promote  the  kingdom  of  Christ  in 
this  country.  We  have  novv  three  Annual  Conferences,  one  hund- 
red and  ninety-nine  traveling  preachers,  two  hundred  and  twenty 
local  preachers,  and  twenty  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-five 
members  ;  one  seminary  and  female  college,  and  a  connectional 
journal,  the  "  Canada  Christian  Advocate." 

We  are  also  doing  what  we  can  to  promote  the  cause  of  Sunday- 
schools  and  sustain  Home  Missions,  as  two  of  the  greatest  enter- 
prises for  the  spreading  of  scriptural  holiness  over  this  land. 

We  are  following  up  the  new  settlers,  to  preach  to  them  in  their 
log-cabins  in  the  wilderness  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ. 
From  Provincial  statistics,  and  knowledge  obtained  from  other 
sources,  we  think  we  are  justified  in  stating  that  there  are  now 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  one  hundred  thousand  souls,  members  of  the 
Church  and  adherents  thereto,  looking  to  us  for  religious  instruc- 
tion. 

In  order  to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  the  country  and  give 
permanence  to  our  work  we  are  multipljang  our  churches,  aided 
by  the  liberal  contributions  of  the  people.  The  value  of  our 
church  property  is  about  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which, 
it  must  be  obserA'ed,  has  nearly  all  been  obtained  since  1834. 
When,  therefore,  we  take  all  these  things  into  consideration  we 
may  well  say,  "  What  hath  God  wrought !" 

We  cordially  reciprocate  the  sentiments  expressed  by  your  wor- 
thy representatives,  and  trust  that  the  intercourse  opened  up 
between  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada  and  the  parent 
body  in  the  United  States  may  never  be  interrupted,  and  that  the 
bonds  of  friendship  now  existing  may  be  as  lasting  as  time. 

We  have  appointed  the  Revs.  S.  W.  Ladu,  James  Gardiner, 
and  Samuel  Morrison  as  our  representatives  to  your  General  Con- 
ference, to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  in  May,  1864.  These  breth- 
ren will  be  able  to  convey  to  you  our  fraternal  greetings,  and 
explain  more  fully  our  position  as  a  Church,  and  the  efficiency  of 
her  institutions. 

Signed  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  General  Conference. 

Philander  Smith, 
James  Richardson, 

General  JSuperintendents. 

Jamss  Gaedinee,  Secretary/. 
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REPLY  TO  THE  ADDRESS  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONFER- 
ENCE OF  THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
IN  CANADA. 

To  THE  Bishops  and  Members  op  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Chukch  in  Canada: 

Reverend  and  Dear  Brethren, — We  received  with  great 
pleasure  your  truly  fraternal  Address,  and  have  been  highly  grati- 
tied  with  the  visit  and  addresses  of  your  highly-esteemed  delegates. 

We  are  pleased  to  exchange  Christian  salutations  and  expres- 
sions of  friendly  feeling  with  all  who  love  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
in  sincerity  and  truth,  and  rejoice  in  the  increasing  indications  of 
union  in  spirit  and  purpose  among  Christians  of  every  name.  The 
origin  of  your  Church,  and  the  doctrines  and  usages  you  cherish, 
give  us  a  special  interest  iu  your  welfare. 

We  rejoice  to  learn  that  you  are  enjoying  so  great  pros- 
perity, that  God  is  extending  your  field  of  usefulness,  and  multiply- 
ing your  numbers  and  increasing  your  resources.  Our  prayer  is  for 
your  continued  success,  and  that  your  hearts  may  rejoice  in  the 
gracious  manifestations  of  God's  power  and  presence  with  you. 

We  thank  you  for  your  expressions  of  kindness  and  sympathy  in 
our  present  national  struggle,  and  the  assurance  that  our  cause  is 
remembered  in  your  prayers. 

We  are  happy  to  assure  you  that  through  the  blessing  of  God 
upon  us  during  the  past  four  years,  so  full  of  trial  and  sorrow,  our 
Church  has  been  singularly  prosperous.  Our  Annual  Conferences 
have  all  held  their  sessions,  and  there  has  been  but  little  interrup- 
tion of  our  regular  work.  Our  Church,  as  in  years  past,  has  been 
earnest  in  her  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of  our  national 
government,  and  our  members  have  cheerfully  borne  the  sacrifices 
and  burdens  the  war  now  desolating  our  land  has  caused.  We 
are  fully  confident  our  cause  will  triumph,  and  that,  chastened  by 
affliction,  we  shall  come  out  of  this  trial  purified,  and  better 
prepared  for  our  great  work  as  a  people.  Slavery  has  long  been 
our  reproach.  In  times  past  the  peculiar  relation  of  the  different 
states  composing  our  Union  to  each  other  and  the  national  govern- 
ment did  not  allow  millions  who  deplored  the  evil  to  use  direct 
means  for  its  removal,  but  we  rejoice  to  inform  you  that  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  has  declared  that  slaveholding  should  be  a 
disqualification  for  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  we  believe  that  slavery  will  soon  be  removed  from  the  nation. 

We  have  appointed  Rev.  George  Webber,  D.D.,  and  Rev. 
Mighill  Dustin,  brethren  dear  to  us  and  held  in  high  esteem 
as  our  representatives  to  your  body,  and  we  refer  you  to  them  for 
further  information  relative  to  our  interests. 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  renewing  an  expression  of  Christian 
sympathy  and  interest  in  your  welfare. 


802  Journal  of  the  General  Conference^  1864.     [B,  VHI. 

By  VIII.— Journal,  page  149. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  WESLEYAN 
METHODIST  CHURCH  IN  CANADA. 

Reverend  AND  fondly  remembered  Fathers  and  Brethren, — 
We  greet  you  much  in  the  Lord,  and  desire  to  express  the  exquis- 
ite pleasure  afforded  us  by  your  last  fraternal  epistle  to  us,  as  also 
by  the  visit  of  your  excellent  representatives,  the  Revs.  Drs.  Hib- 
bard  and  Hodgson,  who  brought  us  good  tidings  of  your  faith  and 
charity,  and  whose  urbane  and  brotherly  intercourse  with  us,  whose 
efficacious  evangelical  sermons  in  the  pulpit,  and  whose  discrimi- 
nating, eloquent,  and  nobly  Methodistic  address  on  our  Conference 
platform  attbrded  us  great  pleasure  and  refreshment  of  spirit. 

The  recollection  of  our  former  nearer  relationship  to  you,  and 
the  religious  indebtedness  of  our  Church  and  country  to  yours  at 
the  commencement  of  their  history,  is  as  grateful  to  our  hearts 
as  it  can  be  to  yours. 

As  you  have  a  iew  of  the  early  pioneers  who  traversed  the  interven- 
ing forests  on  horseback,  in  days  gone  by,  to  reach  our  then  wilder- 
ness country,  so  have  Ave  a  few,  at  least  a  few  survivors  out  of 
those  who  constituted  their  work  in  the  Lord  who  fondly  dwell  on 
the  self-denying  spirit  of  those  devoted  evangelists,  a  spirit  which  we, 
their  sons  in  the  Gospel,  on  both  sides  of  the  dividing  line  between 
our  respective  governments,  would  do  well  to  cherish  and  preserve. 

As  we  are  proud  to  acknowledge  our  parentage,  so  also  we 
humbly  presume  to  trust  that  we  have  not  compromised  the  Meth- 
odism planted  by  the  early  missionaries  from  the  United  States. 

It  is  true,  providential  circumstances  prevented  our  consecrating 
any  one  of  the  three  excellent  men  successively  elected  from 
among  your  ranks  to  superintend  our  infant  Canadian  Church  in 
the  character  of  bishops,  and  it  is  also  true  that  we  do  not  now 
even  hear  the  name  of  Episcopal  Church.  Yet  the  substance  of  a 
true  scriptural  and  Methodist  Episcopacy  is  preserved  in  the  per- 
son of  our  annual  President,  who  performs  all  the  functions  and 
receives  all  the  respect  of  your  Episcopoi. 

These  and  all  subordinate  changes  in  our  Church  have  been 
made  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  adopted  from  the  model 
of  your  own  Church  when  you  consented  to  our  independence; 
changes  which  have  stood  the  ordeal  of  civil  persecution  in  our 
provincial  courts  of  justice  from  those  who  claimed  to  be  the 
original  Church  and  to  possess  its  property,  the  claims  of  these 
changes  to  constitutionality  coming  forth  as  gold. 

Furthermore,  our  subsequent  and  now  long-established  connec- 
tion with  the  British  Conference,  Ave  opine,  constitutes  a  pledge 
for  the  maintenance  of  all  that  is  essential  to  Methodism  ;  such  as 
our  evangelical  Arminian  doctrine,  our  ministerial  itinerancy  in  its 
integrity,  and  the  faithful  preservation  of  our  peculiar  prudential 
means  of  grace,  the  class-meetiug  in  particular. 
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We  flatter  ourselves  that  in  no  branch  of  the  Methodist  family 
will  more  of  the  ancient  simplicity  of  character,  more  clearness  of 
experience  in  divine  things,  and  more  reverence  in  the  form  and 
more  fervor  in  the  spirit  of  de\  otion  be  found  than  among  the 
Wesleyan  Methodists  of  United  Canada, 

Our  circuit  system  is  honestly  maintained.  Upward  of  five 
hundred  ministerial  laborers  are  permeating  every  settled  part  of 
our  vast  country ;  for  the  Hudson  Bay  territory  and  the  colonies 
of  British  Columbia  and  Vancouver's  Island,  as  well  as  the  two 
Canadas,  are  comprehended  within  our  mission  field. 

Fishermen,  new  settlers,  and  miners  of  English  origin  share 
our  attention ;  Avhile  our  French  and  German  populations  are  now 
enlisting  our  sympathies,  as  well  as  the  Indians  of  our  forests,  to 
whom  we  had  an  early  and  strikingly  providential  call,  and  among 
whom  glorious  trophies  have  been  won. 

Our  missions  in  all — Domestic,  Foreign,  French,  German,  and 
Indian — are  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  in  number,  comprising 
no  less  than  a  hundred  and  seventy-five  ministers  in  that  depart- 
ment alone,  besides  interpreters,  school-teachers,  and  other  agents, 
paid  and  unpaid. 

As  far  as  the  circumstances  and  extent  of  our  country  will  allow, 
we  are  endeavoring  to  follow  your  worthy  example  in  promoting 
the  work  of  liberal  Christian  education.  We  lend  one  of  our  most 
highly  endeared  senior  ministers  to  superintend  the  common  school 
education  in  the  Upper  Province. 

The  University  of  Victoria  College  has  educated  and  given  a 
right  impulse  to  hundreds  of  the  most  active  public  men  of  the 
countr3^  It  has  graduated  a  large  number  in  the  several  faculties 
of  Arts,  Medicine,  and  Law,  all  of  which  faculties  it  now  compre- 
hends. The  number  of  students  the  last  year  was  308.  Nineteen 
graduated  at  the  last  Convocation  in  the  facuity  of  Arts  alone,  the 
largest  number  that  has  ever  yet  graduated  in  any  British  North 
American  College, 

Although  it  has  no  theological  chair,  it  has  done  much  to  liberalize 
and  give  efficiency  to  our  rising  ministry,  who  are  also  put  through 
an  extensive  course  of  theological  training  during  four  years  of 
their  probation  by  examiners  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Within  the  last  few  years  we  have  succeeded  in  establishing  a 
collegiate  institution  for  the  liberal  education  of  the  daughters 
of  our  people  also.  This  institution,  in  its  situation,  buildings, 
and  faculty,  is  of  the  most  approved  character,  and  promises 
much  in  the  future.  The  laige  number  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-three  students  received  instruction  within  its  walls  the  last 
year. 

We  deeply  sympathize  with  you  in  the  calamity  of  civil  war 
which  your  country  is  now  enduring,  and  in  which  you  as  a 
Church  are  no  doubt  largely  sufterers. 

We  pray  that  the  interests  of  true  religion  may  be  preserved 
throughout  the  whole,  and  that  the  liuler  of  all  events  may  crown 
the  struggle  with  peace  which  shall  be  favorable  to  national  unity, 
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the  supremacy  of  law  and  order,  and  the  freedom  of  those  who  are 
now  enslaved. 

We  feel  that  on  the  Christian  people  of  both  your  country  and 
ours  depends  the  perpetuation  of  that  feeling  which  ought  to  be 
preserved  among  Anglo-Saxons,  and  which  will  tend  to  make  our 
common  Protestantism  a  power  for  good  in  the  evangelization  and 
advancement  of  the  religious  freedom  of  the  world. 

Praying  that  Almighty  God  may  abundantly  multiply  your 
seed  sown  and  increase  the  fruit  of  your  righteousness,  we  would 
beg,  d.ear  fathers  and  brethren,  to  subscribe  ourselves  your  affec- 
tionate fellow-laborers  in  the  kingdom  and  patience  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Conference  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church  in  Canada. 

Anson  Geeen,  President. 
James  Spencer,  Secretary, 

Quebec,  June  12,  1863. 
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REPLY  TO  THE  ADDRESS  OF  THE  CONFERENCE  OF 
THE  WESLEYAN  METHODIST  CHURCH  IN  CANADA. 

The  Genebal  Confekence  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
IN  THE  United  States  of  America  to  the  Conference  of  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  Canada. 

Reverend  and  Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren, — We  have  re- 
ceived your  friendly  greetings,  and  have  enjoyed  pleasant  inter- 
course with  your  repiesentatives,  our  beloved  brethren  Carroll  and 
Nelles,  and  we  cannot  forbear  to  reciprocate  the  kindly  message 
thus  conveyed  to  us.  Ye  are  beloved  of  us  in  the  Lord,  for  we 
have  not  forgotten  how  ye  were  once  of  us,  and  went  out  from 
us  not  of  your  own  desire,  but  because  it  was  evidently  for  the 
advancement  of  the  Master's  kingdom,  and  our  benediction  went 
with  you  at  our  parting.  We  remember  you  are  an  integral  part 
of  the  Wesleyan  body  of  England,  our  common  parent,  with  whom 
our  intercourse  must  ever  be  more  intimate  and  precious  than  with 
any  other.  We  know  that  your  mode  of  government  is  in  harmony 
with  that  of  the  parent  Church,  and  it  is  completely  satisfactory  to 
us,  nay,  it  is  even  our  admiration  and  joy.  We  are  glad  to  know 
of  the  purity  of  your  faith,  of  the  fervor  of  your  preachers,  of  the 
miity  and  prosperity  of  your  Churches,  of  the  increasing  efficiency 
and  power  of  your  schools,  and  of  your  missionary  zeal.  We  are 
also  glad  to  be  so  explicitly  assured  that  there  is  no  abatement  in 
your  devotion  to  an  itinerant  ministry  and  the  class-meeting,  but 
that  you  are  disposed  to  preserve  in  all  their  integrity  the  peculiar 
instrumentalities  that,  by  the  grace  of  God,  gave  to  Wesleyan 
Methodism  its  surpassing  power.    In  aU  this  we  are  with  you,  and 
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by  much  of  the  past,  as  well  as  the  present,  we  are  bound  to  you 
by  pecuhar  ties.  We  receive  your  delegates  in  the  same  character 
and  upon  the  same  basis  as  heretofore ;  yet  your  own  noble  Chris- 
tian  hearts  will,  we  are  sure,  not  deny  us  the  pleasure  of  out-reach- 
ing the  hand  of  Christian  regard  to  any  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  in  sincerity  and  truth.  Neither  time  nor  circumstances 
have  wrought  any  change  in  our  hearts  toward  you,  save  to  make 
us  teel  more  deeply  than  ever  that  as  we  have  one  Lord,  one  faith, 
and  one  baptism,  so  we  have  one  common  interest;  and  your 
Iriendly  deputation  have  been  received  upon  the  same  footing  and 
with  the  same  warmth  as  in  days  past. 

We  need  not  say  to  you  that  the  civil  war  which  now  afflicts  our 
country  engrosses  much  of  our  attention,  and  has  materially  modified 
many  parts  ot  our  work.  W^e  are  ourselves  amazed  at  the  new 
helds  that  have  opened  before  us.  The  vast  armies  of  the  United 
Mates  have  elicited  the  purest  affections  and  sincerest  efforts  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  glorious  harvests  have  resulted.  In  the 
victorious  track  of  these  armies  we  have  found  thousands  of  our 
tellow-men,  from  whom  the  shackles  of  a  most  inhuman  bondage 
have  tallen,  in  perishing  need  of  religious  instruction.  The  great 
bouth,  which  slavery  once  snatched  from  us,  is  returnino-  to  our 
watchcare.  The  middle  wall  of  partition  is  broken  down,  and  we 
are  there  substituting  a  Church  whose  Discipline  now  excludes  the 
slaveholder  for  one  that  has  blotted  out  even  our  chapter  on  slavery 
Our  people  with  commendable  zeal  and  liberality  have  met  the 
emergencies  of  the  hour.  Never  were  our  benevolent  contributions 
so  large  as  at  present,  and  never  were  personal  efforts  and  sacrifices 
more  cheerfully  made  for  the  good  of  souls.  Our  Church  is  no- 
where declining,  but  rather  exhibiting  unusual  vigor  and  activity, 
and  as  a  consequence  receiving  unusual  blessings. 

God  is  evidently  on  our  side,  and  the  issue  out  of  our  present 
troubles  IS  not  to  us  doubtful.  Ours  is  the  cause  of  government 
as  a  div-me  institution ;  it  is  the  cause  of  the  oppressed  African, 
which,  by  a  strange  providence,  has  become  bound  up  with  the 
nation  s  life ;  it  is  the  cause  of  liberty  and  civilization  everywhere. 
1  our  delegates  to  our  body  Avill  inform  you  with  what  unanimity 
and  enthusiasm  we  sustain  our  government.  Thousands  of  our 
beloved  brethren,  many  of  them  of  the  ministry,  have  not  counted 
their  lives  dear  so  that  they  might  save  their  country. 

We  are  grateful  for  your  sympathy  in  this  time  of  trial,  and  for 
your  desire  for  our  nation's  unity.  It  would  almost  be  pardonable 
in  us  to  measure  all  other  loves  by  the  love  that  is  borne  to  our 
land,  and  it  would  be  difficult  indeed  for  us  to  conceive  that  British 
Christians  could  look  with  any  favor  upon  the  establishment  of  a 
nation  whose  avowed  corner-stone  is  slavery.  We  feel  that  the 
peace  and  wellbeing  of  this  continent,  the  success  of  Protestantism 
and  the  eyangelization  of  the  world,  will  be  promoted  by  fraternal 
relations  between  us  as  Christian  Churches,  so  that  our  interests 
but  second  the  promptings  of  our  hearts  in  this  interchange  of 
Christian  greetings. 

20 
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We  have  therefore  appointed  two  of  the  most  honored  and 
venerable  of  our  number;  Rev.  Charles  Elliott,  D.D.,  and  Rev. 
Geor-e  Peck,  D.D.,  to  bear  you  this  letter,  and  to  express  m  person 
our  sentimenls  toward  you,  and  our  undiminished  mterest  m  your 

"^sLt'lurTs^o  you  the  venerable  Nathan  Bangs,  1)^. -^ose 
name  must  for  all  dme  be  identified  with  Canadian  Methodism 
has  gone  to  his  reward.     His  was  the  fittmg  end  ol  so  woithy  a 
life,  and  we  glorify  God  both  for  his  living  and  dymg. 

We  pray  that  God  may  bless  you  more  and  more  ^uU.plying 
your  numbers  and  your  power,  that  you  may  more  fully  honor  Hun 
who  gave  himself  for  us. 

B,  X.— Journal,  page  41. 

ADDRESS  OF  REV.  WILLIAM  L.  THORNTON  HA^, 
DELEGATE  FROM  THE  BRITISH  WESLEYAN  CON- 
FERENCE. 

At  the  close  of  the  reading  of  the  Address  of  the  British  Confer- 
enct!Rev?Mr.  Thornton  spoke  to  the  General  Conference  as  lol- 
lows: 

Me  President,  Reverend  Fathers,  Reverend  Brethren,— 
I  S'that  htae  c'an  be  required  of  me  in  dealing  with  the  opics 
Produced  in  the  document  just  read  by  your  secretary;  and  yet, 
perhap '  yo^  Vill  allow  the'  living  voice  to  re-echo  some  of  the 
Wds^Vo  which  vou  have  so  respectfully  listened.  I  am  here  to 
Tsure  YOU,  in  the  strongest  terms,  of  the  undymg  regard  we  chei- 
f«h  for  the  ministers  of  this  Church,  and  for  that  large  and  influen- 
tial part  of  The  flock  of  God  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  made 
vou  overseers  I  am  here  by  instruction,  and  prompted  by  the 
keenest  Sgs  of  my  heart,  to  assure  you  of  our  sympathy  in  your 
S  our  Siratio/of  your  labors,  our  solemn  and  earnest  prav- 
frs  that  the  God  of  hos{s  mav  command  his  blessmg  npon  this 
Church  upon  all  the  Christian 'Churches  of  this  land,  and  upon  the 
Smntryb  which  vou  live;  that  the  blessing  Irom  above  may  be 

^P?:>^:;S.^Ss tf^ch  we  have  marked  with  adnn^ 
raUon  Your  ioy  is  our  joy.  Your  successes  have  lighted  up  m 
'our  distant  boio4  the  sp'arks  of  emulation.  .^J^-^.f  ^M^^^ 
following  the  tide  of  emigration  toward  th^l^°^s  of  the  settin 
sun-following  did  I  say?  nay,  often  foverunmng  the  flood  of  that 
emicrration.  We  have  met  your  messengers  m  South  Ame^nca^n 
Tel^enter  of  Europe,  in  Africa,  and  in  the  north  o^:  Jn^ia  We 
have  beheld  your  messengers  shmmg  like  lights  m  tue  lana  oi 
darkness!'  It 'would  be  a  lelight  to  dwell  upon  these  ^--s  ;  but 
T  will  not  thus  occupy  your  time.  Your  time  is  more  goiaeii 
thin  gold!"    WeightyVestions  await  your  discussion,  and  what- 
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ever  might  be  the  fascinations  to  me  of  reviewing  your  course,  I 
must  forbear.  But  I  will  venture  to  say  this  much  :  we  honor  this 
proof  of  a  living  Christianity  among  you.  The  missionary  cause 
is  not  only  worthy  of  the  noblest  energies  of  the  Church  of  Christ, 
but  it  is  the  grand  object  for  which  the  Church  exists  in  the  world  ; 
and  this  jsrinciple  is  illustrated  by  your  whole  history. 

In  one  single  sentence  let  me  say — and  I  am  uttering  the  senti- 
ment of  the  British  Conference  without  an  exception — Grace, 
mercy,  and  peace  be  with  j^ou,  in  all  the  spheres  you  occupy,  from 
Him  who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come,  and  from  the  sevenfold 
Spirit,  and  from  Jesus  Christ,  our  common  Lord  and  Saviour. 

Bishop  Morris  and  my  reverend  friends,  we  are  not  unaccustomed 
to  look  with  joy  upon  your  educational  institutions.  In  your  un- 
dertakings in  this  department  you  have  shown  yourselves  not 
unworthy  sons  and  disciples  of  the  great  man  whose  name  you  bear, 
nor  of  the  memory  of  the  early  Methodist  preachers,  men  these 
whose  brows  we  would  bind  with  chaplets  of  immortal  green. 
Their  names  and  works  will  be  held  in  everlasting  remembrance. 
God  gave  at  first  to  our  united  societies  some  men  of  high  renown — 
men  of  refined  culture,  men  of  extensive  learning  and  great  natural 
gifts.  But  many  of  these  great  helpers  were  not  called  from  the 
quiet  of  classic  shades,  but  from  the  avocations  of  laborious  life — 
many  from  the  mine,  many  from  the  loom,  many  from  the  plow, 
and  others  from  the  ranks  of  the  common  soldier.  But  they  were 
too  meek,  too  wise,  too  magnanimous  to  decry  sound  learning. 
They  never  designed  to  send  a  legion  to  the  battlefield  leaving 
their  artillery  behind  them.  They  were  mighty  in  th6  Scriptures. 
They  had  mastered  the  science  of  mind.  They  were  versed  in  the 
knowledge  of  human  nature.  Above  all,  they  had  mastered  the 
great  argument  of  experience.  They  could  say,  "  We  speak  that 
we  do  know,  and  testify  that  we  have  seen."  They  knew  the 
power  of  saving  grace.  They  had  a  witness  within  them  that  suf- 
ficed to  satisfy  all  their  wants.  Many  of  them  preached  little  more 
than  the  recital  of  their  own  religious  experience ;  but  wherever 
they  went  the  hand  of  God  was  with  them,  and  that  hand  was 
mighty  with  them,  and  I  will  add,  it  is  as  mighty  now  as  it  was 
then.  It  has  power  to  awaken,  it  has  power  to  renew.  Christian- 
ity is  as  mighty  now  upon  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  the  Severn, 
the  Hudson,  and  the  Mississippi,  as  it  was  on  those  of  the  Jordan 
and  the  Tiber,  when  apostles  preached  and  martyrs  gave  their 
bodies  to  be  burned. 

My  dear  and  honored  friends,  we  rejoice  to  mark  that  influence 
which  you  have  upon  the  press,  and  to  find  that  you  are  maintain- 
ing our  grand  primitive  principles.  It  Avould  ill  become  me  to  offer 
criticism  on  your  publications.  I  may,  perhaps,  touch  upon  the 
correspondence  which  comes  from  our  shores.  I  refer  to  the 
English  correspondence  of  some  of  your  papers,  and  may  ^ay  we 
sometimes  learn  from  it  things  that  we  did  not  know  before, 
though  affecting  our  own  particular  departments.  There  has  been 
some  cause  for  this  hint,  but  half  a  word  is  sufficient. 
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'  True  sympathy  is  not  eloquent.  That  is  my  plea  for  the  stam- 
mering and  inadequate  expression  I  shall  give  to  another  sentiment. 
We  have  not  heard  of  your  bereaved  families,  your  scattered 
Churches,  your  bleeding  country,  without  many  tears,  without  many 
prayers.  What  we  desire  for  you  is  an  lionorable  and  abiding 
peace.  What  we  desire  is  the  extinction  of  the  blot  of  slavery 
from  the  escutcheon  of  a  people  called  Christians. 

I  say,  we  wish  for  you  an  honorable  peace.  I  read  in  Psalm  xl, 
"  Come,  behold  the  works  of  the  Lord,  what  desolations  he  hath 
made  in  the  earth."  But  if  God,  the  God  of  peace,  makes  desola- 
tions in  the  earth,  it  is  not  for  the  sake  of  the  desolations,  but  for 
the  bringing  in  of  everlasting  tranquillity ;  for  it  follows  immedi- 
ately, "  He  maketh  wars  to  cease  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  He 
breaketh  the  bow  and  cutteth  the  spear  in  sunder ;  He  burneth  the 
chariot  in  the  fire."  I  would  express  my  own  conviction,  and  it 
is  the  conviction  of  many  of  ray  countrymen,  that  the  Prince  of 
Peace  will  claim  for  himself  the  glory  for  rescuing  and  saving  your 
magnificent  country.  Bishop  Morris,  and  reverend  fathers  and 
brethren,  I  rejoice  to  address  those  whose  trust  is  not  in  the  battle- 
bow  or  in  the  spear ;  not  in  the  horsemen  or  in  the  chariots,  but  in 
the  might  of  the  Highest.  "  The  Lord  of  Hosts  is  with  us,  the 
God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge."  Light  shall  come  out  of  darkness, 
God  shall  be  glorified,  and  glory  shall  dwell  in  your  land.  We 
know  what  is  the  teaching  of  history.  God  works  in  marvelous 
obscurity.  He  makes  the  darkness  his  pavilion.  He  once  made 
Babylon  "  the  hammer  of  the  whole  earth,  and  the  Assyrian  the  rod 
of  his  anger,"  The  men  of  the  world  are  a  sword,  but  the  hand 
that  wields  it  is  God's.  I  thank  God  that  you,  as  a  Conference, 
have  undertaken  to  acknowledge  this  on  next  Friday.  Surely  you 
will  have  power  with  Him  to  whom  the  shields  of  the  earth  belong. 
Let  me  say,  as  we  have  been  accustomed  to  say  in  our  country  in 
times  of  conflict : 

"  God  of  battles  1  all  sustaining, 

Guard  the  valiant  soldier's  head ; 
Let  him,  other  dread  disdaining, 

Thee,  the  God  of  battles,  dread  I" 

My  own  conviction  just  now  is  that  we  need,  more  than  anything 
else,  the  baptism  of  the  Spirit — floods  upon  the  dry  ground ;  not 
merely  the  dews  or  the  rills,  but  floods  upon  the  dry  ground.  This 
would  do  more  than  all  else  to  settle  the  question.  O  for  reviving 
visitations  !  for  floods  on  the  dry  ground !  There  is  not  an  instance 
in  all  history  in  which  a  nation  declined  even  in  material  prosperity 
while  religion  flourished,  and  churches  grew  upon  its  soil.  While 
you  are  true  to  God,  he  will  be  true  to  you.  If  God  be  for  you, 
who  can  be  against  you?  Many  may  be;  but  none  with  honor, 
none  with  success,  none  with  impunity. 

It  is  delightful  to  trace  this  thought,  which  runs  like  a  line  of 
light  throughout  the  Bible.  The  first  name  given  to  Christ  reminds 
us  that  he  is  the  great  Pacificator.  "  The  scepter  shall  not  depart 
from  Judah,  nor  a  lawgiver  from  between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh 
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come."  The  prophecies  announcing  peace  \ipon  e^rth  I  need  not 
repeat ;  and  the  song  of  the  angels  echoes  in  our  ears,  "  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  and  good  will  to  men." 
We  know  that  the  gates  of  Avar  were  closed  by  Augustus  the  very 
year  when  Christ  was  born.  Rome  was  at  peace  when  Christ 
came.  Let  his  religion  go  everywhere  in  its  spirit  and  power,  and 
liberty  and  peace  will  flourish  everywhere.  Let  the  Prince  of  Peace 
be  acknowledged  throughout  the  earth,  and  it  requires  no  prophetic 
glance  to  declare  with  confidence  that  the  battle-bow  will  be  broken, 
and  a  voice  shall  be  heard  above  the  tumults  of  the  earth,  "  Be  still, 
and  know  that  I  am  God."  This  is  the  only  true  victory ;  for  if 
the  Neros  and  Catalines  were  chained,  still  wishing  to  be  at  liberty 
to  ravage  the  world,  that  would  not  be  a  moral  triumph.  But 
Christ  Avill  speak  peace  to  the  people  by  extinguishing  in  their 
bosoms  the  unhallowed  fires  whence  war  is  kindled. 

I  must  now  refer  distinctly  to  the  central  point  of  this  complica- 
tion. In  antisiavery  sentiment  I  will  not  say  we  are  one  with  you 
— may  I  not  say,  respectfully,  that  you  are  one  with  us?  We  do 
not  modify  one  word  we  have  formerly  spoken  upon  this  subject ; 
but  there  is  one  word  in  the  address  read  by  your  reverend  secre- 
tary to  which  I  will  just  now  refer.  We  hold  slavery  to  be  not 
only  depressing,  demoralizing,  exhausting  to  any  community,  a 
eurse  to  the  men  who  suffer  it,  and  a  greater  curse  to  the  men  who 
inflict  it,  but  we  hold  it  to  be,  in  the  eyes  of  yon  pure  and  equal 
skies,  evil  and  only  evil,  and  evil  continually.  I  will  not  say  that 
our  sentiment  is  unchanged-  It  is  deepened ;  it  is  deepening.  And 
if  any  supernumerary  impulse  had  been  needed  to  stimulate  our 
abhorrence  of  a  system  which  forbids  us  to  *'  honor  all  men,"  and 
to  "love  our  neighbor  as  ourselves,"  that  new  impulse  has  come 
from  a  quarter  from  which  it  was  least  expected.  I  refer  to  the 
style  of  advocacy  which  has  been  adopted  in  behalf  of  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery,  as  though  casual  good,  wrung  from  evil,  altered  the 
complexion  of  the  evil;  as  though  a  mere  permission  implied  a 
divine  sanction ;  as  though  the  code  of  morals  could  be  reversed 
and  iniquity  hallowed  at  the  will  of  those  who  are  bold  enough  to 
trace  it  to  the  proAidence  of  God,  or  to  seek  its  apology  in  his  holy 
and  blessed  word;  willing  to  draw  darkness  from  etei'nity's  own 
light,  as  though  a  malediction,  which  belongs  to  the  earliest  post- 
diluvial times,  and  limited  in  terms  to  one  branch  of  the  family  of 
Ham,  and  that  not  the  branch  to  which  our  ethnology  refers  the 
origin  of  the  Airican  tribes,  were  now  to  be  applied  to  a  vast  con- 
tinent, and  in  the  ages  of  Christian  peace ;  as  though,  were  it  othei'- 
wise,  were  the  awful  text  ever  so  comprehensive,  ever  so  clear,  it 
could  ever  be  for  us  to  assume  to  do  the  work  of  God,  and  with 
one  puny,  erring  hand  to  hurl  his  thunderbolts.  God  rules,  and  it 
is  enough !  The  rod  of  empire  can  never  for  a  moment  be  taken 
from  his  hands.  Be  glad,  O  Earth  !  and  shout  for  joy,  ye  morning 
stars ! 

My  reverend  friends — pardon  me  for  calling  you  friends,  for  I 
love  you — dear,  honored  friends,  permit  me  to  say  one  earnest 
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word.  The  document,  which  is  already  indicated  by  some  of  these 
remarks,  has  been  largely  circulated  in  Europe,  stitched  up  in  many 
magazines.  1  thank  God  it  was  not  stitched  up  in  any  document 
issuing  from  the  Wesleyan  Conference  office.  That  document  was 
not  admitted  by  us.  We  did  not  wish  to  set  such  fallacies  before 
our  children,  nor  before  children  of  larger  growth,  for  we  have 
some  of  that  description,  as  I  suppose  you  have. 

And  let  me  add  that  our  press  has  always  uttered  a  profound 
sympathy  for  the  Methodist  EjMscopal  Church,  and  the  land  in 
which  you  exercise  your  ministry.  And  so  of  all  the  smaller  serials 
from  the  City  Road  office,  and  of  the  larger  ones  which  are  under- 
stood to  be  semi-official,  the  ^Yatchman^  the  Methodist  Recorder^ 
the  London  Quarterly  Review.  And  what  else  could  we  do  unless 
we  would  erase  the  name  of  Wesley  from  our  publications  ?  You 
know  his  sentiments  upon  this  subject — his  words  of  lightning  and 
thunder — in  the  letter  to  Wilberforce,  the  last  he  ever  wrote.  We 
must  have  blotted  his  name  from  our  books  if  we  bad  entertained 
any  other  sentiment  than  that  to  which  I  have  referred. 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  I  will  say  a  few  words  respecting  our 
work  in  the  Old  World.  I  may  speak  of  docti'iue,  polity,  the  pres- 
ent state  of  our  Churches,  our  schemes  and  enterprises,  their  bear- 
ing on  sister  communities,  and  the  secessions  which  have  occurred 
among  us.  I  may  also  glance,  if  time  permits,  at  the  progress  of 
Christianity  in  Europe  and  throughout  the  Old  World.  I  do  not 
wish  to  boast,  but  to  speak  words  of  gratitude.  I  must  say  that 
on  the  great  doctrines  of  Christianity  our  pulpits  give  no  uncertain 
sound.  Other  pulpits  there  are  which  deny  the  inspiration  of  the 
Bible  and  the  divinity  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  which  explain 
away  his  sacrificial  work.  A  man  may  talk  in  that  way  once  in 
our  pulpits,  but  he  will  not  do  it  a  second  time. 

No  surge  of  skepticism,  no  labor  of  a  destructive  historical  crit- 
icism, no  boast  of  man's  power  to  discover  in  these  days  what  the 
greatest  of  the  ancients  never  conceived — nothing,  nothing  has 
driven  us  from  our  moorings  in  the  Word  of  God,  that  Word 
which  liveth  and  abideth  forever.  Rationalism,  falsely  so  called, 
could  never  have  dreamed  as  it  has  done  in  the  light  of  spiritual 
religion,  and  its  dreams  are  dispelled  by  the  lamp  of  biblical 
science.  We  have  taught  our  people  that  the  true  order  of  argu- 
ment is  this :  first,  to  establish  the  authenticity  of  the  Bible,  and 
then  its  inspiration.  The  first  battle  has  been  fought  and  won. 
The  champions  of  Deism,  from  Lord  Herbert  to  Paine,  have  been 
met  and  defeated.  The  great  champions  of  the  truth,  Leland  and 
Leslie,  Lardner  and  Butler,  Paley  and  Watson,  are  unanswered. 
We  have  been  striving  to  show  our  young  people  that  the  force  of 
objections  lo  the  Scriptures  is  often  magnified.  We  say,  why  lay 
again  the  foundations  already  so  securely  fixed  ?  Let  objections  go 
for  what  they  are  worth  ;  but  let  them  never  be  held  to  invalidate 
the  positive  proof  already  in  our  possession.  As  to  the  question  of 
questions,  we  have  taught  our  people  that  the  Bible  is  not  merely 
the  best  of  books,  but  that  it  is  the  one  hook  of  supreme,  unchal- 
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lengeable  authority,  by  which  all  other  books  are  to  be  tested  and 
approved.  Further,  that  it  not  only  contains  the  Word  of  God, 
but  it  is  God's  Word,  as  truly  as  if  no  human  pen  had  been 
employed  in  its  sacred  pages;  that  not  only  do  the  inspired  authors 
speak  to  us  in  God's  name,  but  rather  that  he  speaks  to  us  by 
them. 

In  regard  to  the  great  system  of  Trinitarian  doctrine,  we  claim 
to  be  as  orthodox  as  Athanasius,  and  as  evangelical  as  Augustine; 
and  I  am  persuaded  you  also  are  so.  We  resolve  to  preach  Christ, 
to  preach  him  in  his  divine  majesty,  in  his  atoning  work,  in  his 
dying  love.  Christ  is  the  all  in  all  of  the  Christian  ministry. 
His  is  the  name  which  is  above  every  name.  He  loved  us  and 
died  for  us — not  only  for  our  benefit,  but  in  our  stead.  We  never 
felt  the  necessity  more  than  now  of  aflirming  man's  utter  fall, 
•  ruin,  and  helplessness,  and  his  need  of  a  divine  Saviour.  Still,  we 
proclaim  a  divine  assurance  of  salvation  as  the  common  privilege 
of  believers — light  of  God's  countenance,  as  set  forth  in  the  Old 
Testament,  the  testimony  of  the  Spirit  in  the  New.  A  true  faith 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  we  know  to  be  a  faith  which  is  of  the  operation 
of  God.  We  hold  further,  the  doctrine  of' a  full  salvation  in 
Christ,  and  a  salvation  for  all  mankind.  The  doctrine  of  uni- 
versal atonement,  taught  so  plainly  in  the  Scriptures,  is  receiving 
tribute  and  homage  on  all  sides,  and  not  least  from  the  aggressive 
missionary  efforts  of  the  age.  Some  very  marked  indications 
have  met  us  in  Europe  of  the  value  of  this  free  and  unfettered 
preaching  in  Italy  and  in  London. 

And  now  a  word  on  the  subject  of  our  ecclesiastical  polity. 
We  don't  believe  that  there  is  any  detailed  system  of  Church  gov- 
ernment prescribed  in  the  Bible,  though  we  find  there  certain 
leading  principles,  and  with  these  we  think  our  Church  complies. 
I  may  glance  at  this  point  again. 

Those  means  of  grace  which  our  fathers  valued  we  value,  and 
pre-eminently  the  class-meeting.  It  is  our  prayer  that  the  Meth- 
odist Churches  may  never  give  up  the  class-meeting.  We  believe. 
Bishop  Morris,  that  the  pulpit  has  not  always  vindicated  the  class- 
meeting  on  the  highest  grounds,  for  there  are  many  precepts  of 
the  New  Testament  which  can  hardly  be  obeyed  without  some 
such  arrangement.  At  least  we  ask,  How  can  we  better  exhort 
and  edify  one  another,  or  confess  our  faults  one  to  another,  and 
pray  one  for  another,  that  we  may  be  healed  or  bear  each  other's 
burdens,  and  so  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ?  Class-meeting  is,  to 
many,  the  criterion  of  a  high  state  of  spiritual  life.  God  foi'bid 
that  the  class-meeting  should  ever  come  to  be  an  institution  of  the 
past.  Societies  and  our  best  people  are  most  noted  for  their  laith- 
ful  observance  of  class  meetings. 

We  have  not  been  very  earnest  in  maintaining  the  Bands.  And 
why?  Not  because  we  think  that  they  have  not  2^1'oved  emi- 
nently useful  to  many,  not  because  Ave  magnify  the  objections  to 
them  as  being  particularly  open  to  abuse,  but  because  of  the  mul- 
tiplied activities  of  the   Church,  and  the  ditticulty  of  sustaining 
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them  all.  And  our  anxiety  is  to  uphold  the  class-meeting,  and 
make  it  do  what  the  band-meetings  were  designed  to  do :  to  pro- 
mote holiness  among  the  people,  and  set  the  privilege  before  every 
believer,  not  as  a  branch  of  esoteric  teaching,  but  as  a  blessing  to 
be  sought  by  all  the  pardoned  people  of  God. 

In  passing  let  me  say  a  word  respecting  another  of  the  means 
of  grace.  Among  the  most  valuable  of  our  plans,  some  of  us  are 
wont  to  reckon  the  old  eight  o'clock  Sabbath  evening  prayer. 
Time  was  when  bands  of  good  men  hastened  from  each  of  our 
central  chapels,  at  the  close  of  public  service,  to  conduct  these 
meetings  in  every  part  of  Sheffield,  of  Leeds,  of  Manchester,  of 
Hull,  and  of  many  other  places.  The  voice  of  prayer  was  heard, 
and  songs  of  praise  went  up  from  many  parts  of  our  towns  and 
cities,  and  hundreds  were  converted  to  God.  And  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  revival  and  effective  maintenance  of  these  meetings — • 
at  least  on  our  side  of  the  water — would  have  a  blessed  result. 
The  great  matter  is,  we  need  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
How  often  have  we  said,  in  the  language  of  the  Nicene  divines, 
"I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Lord  and  giver  of  life,  who 
proceedeth  from  the  Father  and  the  Son."  How  often  have  we 
protested  that  our  services  without  Him  are  clouds  without  water, 
clouds  which  (as  Richard  Watson  said)  may  be  gay  with  all  the 
hues  of  light,  but  which  mock  the  husbandman  as  they  pass  in 
brilliant  career  over  his  parched  fields.  The  clouds  we  long  to 
see  are  charged  with  the  vapors  of  spring,  tremble  to  the  impulse 
of  the  breeze,  and  impatient  to  pour  the  vital  shower  on  the  dry 
and  thirsty  earth.     We  want  the  Holy  Ghost. 

We  want  the  constant  baptism,  not  merely  a  fruitful  rain  here, 
and  sterility  there  and  then ;  not  excitement  to-day  and  miserable 
coldness  to-morrow ;  but  zeal  fed  from  the  celestial  altar,  a  fire 
that  will  not  go  out.  We  want  a  constant  revival,  one  continual 
ingathering  of  souls.  Then  he  that  reapeth  shall  receive  wages, 
and  gather  fruit  to  life  everlasting.  But  while  we  desire  a  con- 
stant baptism  of  grace,  we  value  the  extraordinary  effusions  also, 
when  God  shall  send  them,  and  when  the  living  waters  cut  their 
own  channels.  Then  all  hail  to  the  life-giving  floods !  May  they 
come  on  Europe  and  on  America!  "Awake,  awake,  O  north 
wind,  and  blow !  thou  south  wind,  awake.  Then  shall  the 
spices  of  the  garden  of  the  Lord  flow  out,  and  Zion  will  be 
the  joy  of  the  earth."  Had  I  the  voice  of  thunder,  I  would  lift 
it  up  in  affirming  that  what  the  Church  wants  more  than  every- 
thing else  is  the  power  from  on  high,  the  glory  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  the  pentacostal  flame.  Pentecost  is  not  an  obsolete  word. 
It  does  not  belong  to  old  history  only.  The  Spirit  is  com- 
ing— the  gentle  and  pacific  Dove  is  even  now  hovering  above  this 
assembly. 

I  will  not  dwell  on  the  statistics  of  oiir  missionary  cause,  but 
will  pass  on  to  one  or  two  illustrations  of  a  general  kind.  I  am 
thankful  that  we  have  not  been  tried  (as  some  have  been)  with 
long  delays.     The  Church  Missionary  Society  labored  for  sixteen 


B,  X.]    Address  of  Rev.  William  L.  Thornton,  M.  A.         818 

years  before  it  could  point  to  one  native  convert,  and  in  the  seven- 
teenth year  it  numbered  six  or  seven  only.  But  God  did  not  try 
ns  in  that  furnace.  Further :  our  resources  are  now  ampler  than 
ever  before.  We  have  the  Bible  in  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  / 
languages,  representing  the  vast  majority  of  the  human  race.  It 
is  an  impressive  sign  of  the  times,  that  all  medical  science  and  all 
sound  learning  are  to  be  found  in  Christian  lands.  Around  Leba- 
non there  are  Arab  tribes  supporting  Christian  schools.  Through- 
out the  Turkish  empire  trade  and  industry  (agriculture  alone 
excepted)  are  rapidly  passing  fl'om  Mohammedan  into  Christian 
hands.  The  Jewish  mind  is  also  trembling  toward  important 
change.  In  Hamburgh,  Berlin,  and  other  cities  of  the  continent, 
where  the  Jews  are  very  numerous,  they  have  ceased  to  observe 
with  any  care  the  Seventh  Day  Sabbath.  There  are  at  least  sev- 
■  enty  Jews  preaching  the  Gospel  in  the  Established  Church,  and 
some  also  in  the  non-conformist  bodies.  The  meeting  of  a  "  Uni- 
versal Israelite  Alliance  "  at  Paris,  in  1862,  was  under  the  presi- 
dency of  a  literary  Jcm"",  a  man  of  mark,  who  declared,  "  We  do 
not  come  here  to  attack  Christianity.  Christianity  is  a  sister 
creed,  and  it  comes  from  the  same  spring  with  our  own."  New 
language,  this,  from  Hebrew  lips. 

We  have  always  observed  a  beautiful  proportion  between  active 
missionary  eiForts  and  the  prosperity  of  our  Churches  at  home. 
These  have  had  more  light  at  home  when  they  have  sent  the  most 
light  abroad.  There  is  among  us  a  deepening  conviction  of  the 
greatness  of  the  missionary  work.  All  Evangelical  Churches  in 
England  are  pledged  to  the  missionary  work ;  all,  indeed,  but  those 
who  deny  the  Godhead  and  atonement  of  the  Redeemer,  and  I  be- 
lieve they  are  wisely  abstinent,  for  their  cool  abstraction  will  never 
convert  the  soul. 

The  record  of  our  numbers  abroad  does  not  describe  the  extent 
of  our  work.  Many  native  ministers  are  there  who  are  not  so 
marked  on  oui-  stations.  One  hundred  colonial  pastors,  for  exam- 
ple, are  found  among  our  brethren  in  Australia.  I  may  just  refer 
to  the  jubilee  movement.  Before  I  left  England  the  contributions 
promised  were  approaching  £170,000  sterling,  and  this  without 
diminishing  local  eiforts  or  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  Missionary 
Society.  In  Manchester,  where  I  attended  the  anniversary  one 
week  before  I  left  England,  it  was  announced  that  in  that  district, 
representing  the  distressed  cotton  population,  the  amount  of  con- 
tributions for  the  year  just  closed  exceeds  that  of  any  former  year, 
and  that  of  the  year  immediately  preceding  by  £700  sterling. 

It  is  high  time  to  refer  to  the  bearing  of  British  Methodism  upon 
other  Churches,  and  of  other  Churches  upon  ours.  I  thank  God 
we  have  never  striven  to  disturb  any  other  communion.  There  is 
not  an  example,  from  Shetland  to  the  Land's  End,  in  which  we  have 
lent  our  churches  as  an  arena  of  attack  upon  any  other  Church. 
We  have  never  meddled  with  any  other  Church,  save  to  bless  it. 
I  wish  I  could  say  as  much  of  some  others.  We  stand  in  the  mid- 
dle, and  those  who  stand  in  the  middle  are  liable  to  be  assaulted 


/ 


814  Joximal  of  the   General  Conference^  1864.         [B,  X. 

from  both  extremes.  "We  stand  in  the  middle  between  Pelagian- 
ism  and  Predestinarianism — between  High  Churchism  and  strenu- 
ous dissenters — between  formalism  and  rant.  We  are  in  the  mid- 
dle, the  safe  middle,  but  we  have  to  pay  the  tax  for  it. 

High-flying  ecclesiastics  have  said  we  are  nobody,  and  less  than 
nobody.  They  boldly  assert  their  iminterrupted  succession  from 
the  apostles,  and  make  everything  turn  on  that.  Our  -answer  is, 
if  this  is  so,  Why  is  there  not  a  text  in  the  New  Testament  to  sus- 
tain you  ?  why  no  list  of  bishops  kept  by  the  early  Churches  ?  no 
direction  in  the  sacred  page  for  the  consecration  of  prelates  ?  In 
a  word,  why  is  there  no  scriptural,  no  documentary  evidence,  and 
why  do  you  derive  only  one  line  from  twelve  apostles?  We  have 
said,  ''  If  you  belong  to  Peter,  and  will  allow  us  to  belong  to  Paul, 
or  to  holy  John,  we  are  just  as  well  satisfied."  Many  earnest  dis- 
senters have  been  quite  as  willing  to  put  us  down.  But  the  best 
and  the  greatest  of  men  on  both  sides  have  been  ready  to  do  us 
justice.  Our  trouble  has  been  with  great  men  in  a  small  way. 
Perhaps  you  have  none  such  in  these  states.  Smatterers  have 
charged  us  with  illiteracy ;  bigots  with  sectarianism ;  men  eager  to 
rule  all  except  their  own  spirits  have  painted  us  as  the  worst  of 
tyrants.  Some  have  smiled  on  us  while  we  were  locally  of  small 
account,  but,  wanting  magnanimity,  have  been  unable  to  bear  a 
rival,  or  calmly  to  see  others  outstrip  them  in  the  race. 

Some  again  are  ready  to  step  into  our  labors  and  rob  us  of  their 
results.  There  is  abundant  evidence,  however,  all  over  England, 
that  Avhat  the  people  want  is  the  simple  Methodist  preaching ;  and 
this,  though  not  a  few  gentlemen  have  taken  pains  to  disparage  us 
both  in  regard  to  doctrine  and  discipline.  These  gods  have  come 
down  too  often  from  their  little  Olympus,  but  always  in  the  like- 
ness of  men,  and  often  intensely  and  insignificantly  human.  In  this 
case,  truly,  "  'tis  distance  lends  enchantment  to  the  view."  When 
you  come  near  them  you  find  they  have  neither  superior  learning 
nor  logical  acumen,  nor,  in  short,  any  great  quality  at  all  to  sustain 
their  pretensions. 

It  nas  been-  common  in  some  quarters  to  charge  us  with  seeking 
to  be  a  hierarchy,  and  with  the  assumption  of  undue  powers  in  the 
Church ;  whereas,  in  our  judgment,  no  Church  gives  its  j>eople 
greater  opportunities  of  doing  good  and  acquiring  influence.  All 
our  meetings,  save  those  Avhich  deal  with  character  of  the  clergy, 
are  open  to  laity.  The  salaries  of  the  ministers  are  in  their  hands. 
The  large  revenue  from  the  pew  rents  of  our  chapels  the  Conference 
cannot  touch.  Each  connectional  fund  is  administered  by  a  mixed 
committee. 

It  is  true  the  Conference  is,  by  the  poll  deed,  a  clerical  body. 
To  change  that  instrument,  even  in  the  slightest  degree,  would 
require  parliamentary'  action.  And,  in  truth,  where  the  Bible  is 
the  statute  book  little  legislation  can  be  required  ;  while  in  regard 
to  that  little  a  check  is  provided  in  favor  of  the  people.  Any  one 
may  freely  represent  his  views  to  the  Supreme  Court.  Finally,  the 
guards  of  ministerial  discipline  are  preserved  by  this  arrangement. 
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It  appears  to  us  that  these  would  naturally  come  to  be  weakened 
if  gentlemen  not  amenable  to  examination  were  admitted  to  the 
examining  body.  In  fact,  there  is  a  notable  instance  in  which  the 
result  has  been  the  entire  omission  of  the  inquiry  into  ministerial 
character.  And  now  I  must  refer  to  some  of  our  numerous  seces- 
sions ;  and  not  with  a  view  to  disparage  any  one,  but  with  a  prac- 
tical aim.  For,  to  borrow  a  sentence  from  the  greatest  speech  of  -  * 
the  greatest  orator  of  antiquity,  "  although  the  time  of  the  events  // 
is  past,  the  time  to  learn  from  them  is  always  present."  First, 
then,  in  every  case  agitation  has  arisen  with  one  or  two  individu- 
als ;  naver  with  the  masses  of  our  people.  And  never  in  the  direc- 
tion of  popular  power,  strictly  under-stood ;  but  in  the  direction  of 
an  oligarchy,  and  mainly  a  lay  oligarchy.  At  one  time  the  assaults 
came  from  opposite  poles  at  the  same  time,  from  those  who  wished 
to  go  toward  the  Church  of  England,  and  from  those  who  wanted 
to  get  to  the  greatest  distance  on  the  other  side.  But  of  late  all  the 
agitation  had  gone  in  one  direction;  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  the 
seceders  have  always  been  slow  to  join  one  another.  We  have  also 
observed  that  they  have  often  come  to  adopt  the  very  thing  which 
at  first  they  had  condemned  among  us.  For  instance,  the  use  of 
the  title  "  Reverend,"  and  the  introduction  of  organs  into  the 
Churches.  Further,  the  leaders  in  these  movements  seldom  pros- 
pered in  after  life.  They  had  been  shamefully  neglected  by  the 
people  whom  they  had  misled;  and,  in  some  notable  cases,  the 
old  Wesleyans  had  found  it  necessary  to  give  them  relief  in  order 
to  save  them  from  extreme  humiliation.  And  these  secessions  had 
contributed  little  or  nothing  to  the  general  cause  of  Christian 
progress.  I  will  not  interpret  this,  I  will  simply  mention  the  facts. 
I  remember  the  hint  of  Jeremy  Taylor  about  the  writing  which 
gleamed  on  the  palace  wall  in  Babylon,  that  it  was  a  message  of 
vengeance,  but  written  in  so  dark  a  character  that  it  needed  a 
prophet  for  its  interpi-etation. 

Again :  after  each  struggle  the  parent  Methodist  Society  has  put 
on  new  strength,  and  prepared  for  some  new  enterprise.  Once 
more  the  holy  discipline  received  from  our  fathers  'has  been  main- 
tained on  the  side  of  the  line  marked  by  these  controversies.  In 
every  part  of  England  you  will  find  that  men  who  are  lax  in  their 
theology  and  lax  in  their  conduct  prefer  the  seceders  before  the 
old  Methodists.  And  this  is  no  new  thing,  for  we  have  had  the 
honor  to  be  pronounced  in  the  cloisters  of  the  Vatican  "  the  worst 
of  all  Protestants."  We  are  hated  above  all  the  rest.  Yet,  while 
we  have  been  accused  of  seeking  power,  the  tendency  of  all 
our  recent  legislation  has  been  toward  popular  privileges ;  and  our 
wish  is  only  to  be  able  to  do  our  duty,  and  to  bear  the  sacred  bur- 
den which  our  Divine  Master  has  imposed  upon  us. 

And  now,  with  thanks  for  your  courtesy  in  listening  so  long,  I 
go  back  to  my  first  point.  It  is  a  delightful  coincidence  to  me, 
and,  let  me  say,  a  bright  and  blessed  presage,  that  I  meet  you  in 
Philadelphia,  bringing  a  message  of  that  amity  from  which  the 
city  draws  its  beautiful  name,  Semper Jloreat  jPhiladelphia.    Honor 
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and  peace  to  her  Churches !  May  the  glory  of  the  Lord  rest  upon 
you!  Your  triumph  is  our  triumph;  and  who  is  afflicted  among 
you  and  we  burn  not  ?  Don't  listen  to  men  who  say  otherwise, 
bold  and  noisy  though  they  be.  Time  was  when  they  spoke 
words  of  war.  But  shall  the  mother  country,  dear  and  venerable, 
and  the  illustrious  daughter  states,  ever  lift  up  the  sword  against 
each  other  ?  Forbid  it,  humanity !  Forbid  it,  sound  statesman- 
ship !  Forbid  it,  eveiy  glance  at  the  graves  and  monuments  of 
ancestors !  Forbid  it,  every  principle  of  a  divine  and  most  benev- 
olent religion!  What!  shall  the  two  peoples,  conspicuous  to 
all  angels  and  to  all  mankind  for  the  profession  of  Christianity, 
conspicuous  for  Protestantism,  conspicuous  for  Methodism,  con- 
spicuous for  missionary  zeal,  and  for  plans  of  carrying  the  bread  of 
life  to  a  famishing  Avorld ;  these  two  peoples,  whose  renown  has 
far  outrun  the  flight  of  the  Roman  eagle,  and  the  terror  of  the 
Arabian  cimeter ;  shall  these  nations  to  whom  the  world  is  look- 
ing for  light  and  liberty  and  truth,  shall  these  nations  go  to  war 
with  each  other  ?  I  trust  in  God  as  I  answer,  No  !  A  thousand 
times.  No !  Ten  thousand  times.  No  !  It  shall  not  be  told,  as 
Satan  would  have  it,  to  the  Jew,  nor  to  the  roving  Arab,  nor 
to  the  wondering  heathen,  who  waits  for  the  Gospel  from  us,  that 
we  have  lifted  up  the  sword  against  each  other.  Sooner  let  our 
right  band  forget  her  cunning  and  moulder  in  dishonored  dust. 
Never!  never!  But  I  will  come  nearer  home,  and  ask,  Shall  the 
Methodist  Churches  of  these  lands  be  estranged  and  separated? 
Shall  we,  who  are  one  in  religion,  in  doctrine,  in  leading  principles 
of  discipline,  one  in  the  hope  of  heaven,  one  in  Christ,  shall  we  be 
separated  ?  Never !  The  sainted  ghosts  of  Wesley,  Coke,  and 
Asbury  would  rebuke  us  if  we  thus  abjured  their  great  design. 
Shall  these  Churches,  then,  be  divided  ?  1  answer.  No !  a  thousand 
times.  No !  ten  thousand  times.  No  !  We  have  written  upon  our 
banners,  one  Lardy  one  faith^  one  baptism. 

And  surely  God  is  in  this  place.  How  dreadful,  yet  how 
delightful !  if  there  is  one  instance  above  all  the  rest  to  which  the 
word  of  Christ  applies,  "  Where  two  or  three  are  met  together  in 
my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst,"  surely  this  is  the  instance  and 
the  place !  (I  pause  not  to  remind  such  an  assembly  as  this  of  the 
original  reference  of  the  promise.)  Jesus  is  here.  The  mild, 
pacific  Dove  hovers  near  this  assembly.  Angels  are  here!  The 
spirits  of  the  mighty  dead  ai'e  here!  1  hear  a  word  which  breaks 
from  the  sepulcher  of  mai'tyrs  and  apostles:  "  As  touching  brotherly 
love,  ye  have  no  need  that  I  write  unto  you;  for  ye  yourselves 
are  taught  of  God  to  love  one  another."  And  the  voice  of  the 
Spirit  answers.  The  Lover  of  peace  and  the  Lover  of  souls  will 
give  us  his  peace. 

My  dear  and  reverend  brethren,  you  will  send  me  back  I  know, 
I  feel,  with  a  message  to  my  brethren  in  strains  of  the  sweetest 
singer  of  our  Israel,  strains  which  have  often  trembled  on  your  lips 
and  on  ours : 
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*'  "WTio  of  twain  hath  made  us  one, 

Maintains  our  unity ; 
Jesus  is  the  corner-stone, 

In  whom  we  all  agree. 

"  Servants  of  our  common  Lord. 

Sweetly  of  one  heart  and  mind, 
Who  can  break  a  threefold  cord, 

Or  part  whom  God  hath  joined? 

"  Partakers  of  the  Saviour's  grace. 
The  same  in  mind  and  heart. 

Nor  joy,  nor  grief,  nor  time,  nor  place. 
Nor  life,  nor  death  can  part." 


By  XL— Journal,  pages  60,  97,  159. 

SERMON    BY    REV.    WILLIA3I    L.    THORNTON,    M.  A., 
PREACHED  BEFORE  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE, 

MAY  16,  1864. 

[PHONOGRAPHICALLT  REPORTED.] 

The  church  "was  densely  crowded  to  hear  this  eminent  and 
esteemed  minister  and  official  visitor,  who,  by  his  Christian  sympa- 
thy with  the  American  Church  and  nation,  by  his  sanctified  talents, 
and  by  his  urbane  demeanor,  has  endeared  himself  to  all  who  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  intercourse  with  him. 

The  reverend  gentleman  opened  the  services  by  reading  the 
11th  Hymn,  commencing: 

"  From  all  that  dwell  below  the  skies, 
Let  the  Creator's  praise  arise." 

The  Conference  and  congregation  united  in  singing  the  hymn, 
after  which  the  preacher  led  the  devotions  of  the  congregation  by 
offering  a  most  impressive  prayer,  concluding  with  the  recitation 
of  the  Lord's  Prayer. 

He  then  read  the  song  of  Zacharias,  beginning  at  Luke  i,  68,  as 
the  lesson  for  the  occasion. 

The  739th  Hymn,  commencing, 

"  Jesus,  the  conqueror,  reigns, 
In  glorious  strength  arrayed," 

was  then  sung  by  the  congregation. 

The  preacher  then  announced  as  the  text  the  eighteenth  verse 
of  the  tenth  chapter  of  the  Gospel  by  St.  Luke :  "  I  beheld  Satan  as 
lightning  fall  from  heaven." 

The  power  of  the  wicked  one  is  a  marvel.  That  the  enemy  of 
God  and  man  should  have  been  permitted  so  long  and  so  drearily 
to  wave  his  iron  scepter  over  the  fairest  and  amplest  realms  of  ^he 
world,  that  this  Moloch  should  have  been  permitted  to  sacrifice 
npon  his  horrid  altars  myriads  of  human  victims,  is,  indeed,  more 
than  a  marvel — it  is  a  profound  mystery.    It  is  true  that  the  power 
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of  the  enemy  is  not  an  absolute  power  any  more  than  it  is  a  legiti- 
mate power.  This  is  very  significantly  implied  in  the  text,  which 
speaks  of  his  ruling  "  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  disobedience." 
It  is  by  man's  guilty  concurrence  that  the  empire  of  Satan  is  main- 
tained. 

It  is  true,  to  use  the  striking  expression  of  Charnock,  that  the 
power  of  Satan  is  rather  that  of  an  executioner  than  of  a  prince  and 
sovereign.  But  the  fact  is  still  there.  St.  Paul  speaks  of  Satan  as 
"  the  ruler  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,"  and  our  blessed  Redeemer 
styles  him,  more  than  once,  "  the  prince  of  this  world." 

The  fact,  I  repeat,  is  still  there ;  and  he  who  denies  it  throws 
away  the  only  key  for  the  solution  of  the  mystery.  The  fact  reap- 
pears on  any  theory.  All  the  experiences  and  convictions  of  man- 
kind, all  the  dreams  of  Persian  and  Manichean  sages,  all  the  strug- 
glings  of  the  soul  against  the  pressure  of  an  overmastering  power, 
all  show  that  Satan  reigns.  Aiid  there  is  no  solvent  of  the  mystery 
but  the  scriptural  account. 

We  need  not  deny  to  a  variety  of  reasonings  on  this  subject  their 
meed  of  relative  and  comparative  value.  It  may  be  well  demanded, 
Was  God  to  abstain  from  his  noblest  work  in  creation  lest  the 
intelligent  mind  should  go  wrong?  The  creation  of  our  intelligent 
mind  is  a  greater  work  than  the  projection  of  ten  thousand  shin- 
ing worlds  in  the  realms  of  space.  But  an  intelligent  mind  implies 
freedom,  and  freedom  implies  the  contingency  of  sin. 

Again,  is  not  man  stimulated  by  hostility  to  more  heroic  virtue 
during  his  period  of  probation  ?  And  would  the  divine  mercy 
have  been  developed  had  there  been  no  sin  and  no  sorrow?  It  is 
a  cheering  thought  that  we  may  now  glorify  Christ  in  innumerable 
ways  that  will  not  be  open  to  us  when  we  take  our  places  among 
the  blood-washed  and  glorified  before  the  throne.  This  world  is. 
the  battle-ground,  and  the  eyes  of  the  universe  are  fixed  upon  it. 
Lastly,  have  we  not  herein,  by  contract,  an  illustration,  a  magnify- 
ing evidence  of  the  excellence  of  God,  as  contrasted  with  the  weak- 
ness and  imperfection  of  his  creatures  ? 

Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  our  questionings,  one  thing  is 
certain :  God  intends  to  bring  light  out  of  this  darkness.  A  wise 
and  gracious  end  is  to  be  accomplished.  The  universe  is  to  be  the 
gainer  by  the  experiment ;  and  Satan's  overthrow  will  be  all  the 
more  tremendous  because  of  his  long-continued  sway  over  the 
children  of  disobedience.  On  the  very  field  which  he  has  chosen 
for  the  display  of  his  terrible  power  shall  he  be  cast  down.  On 
this  very  globe,  where  he  has  so  long  ruled,  shall  he  be  defeated ; 
and  Christ  shall  be  conqueror,  and  more  than  conqueror.  It  is  to 
this  the  text  refers.  Swiftly,  surely,  as  the  electric  flash,  which 
comes  down  from  the  laden  cloud  to  the  earth  ;  so  swiftly,  so  surely 
shall  the  tyranny  of  Satan  be  destroyed,  and  the  grand  enemy  be 
brought  down,  even  as  lightning  from  the  skies.  This  pro\ince  of 
the  empire  of  God,  so  long  alienated,  shall  be  reclaimed  amid  the 
loud  and  louder  acclaim  of  men  and  angels.  Jesus  shall  more  than 
conquer  his  great  foe,  who  shall  be  humbled  and  tortured  forever. 
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And  whose  words  are  these  we  are  considering  ?  They  are  the 
words  of  Him  whom  Satan  most  abhors.  The  lion  hates  the  shep- 
herd, the  wolf  hates  the  shepherd  of  the  sheep,  and  Satan  hates  the 
Saviour  of  sinners.  But  that  Saviour  came  to  earth  to  secure  the 
victories  of  the  Cross.  He  came  to  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil, 
and  to  deliver  mankind  from  the  iron  thraldom  of  evil. 

There  were  some  moments  in  the  sorrowful  life  of  Christ  when 
his  countenance  was  irradiated  with  new  and  unwonted  joy.  Even 
Jesus  exulted  in  spirit.  One  of  these  occasions  was  when  the  dis- 
ciples brought  him  the  tidings  of  their  first  victory.  Their  first 
missionary  report  was,  "  Lord,  even  the  devils  are  subject  unto  us 
through  thy  name."  They  wondered  at  the  marvelous  power  which 
attended  them.  He  wondered  not  at  the  power  of  his  name.  He 
knew"  that  before  that  name  devils  would  fear  and  fly;  he  knew 
that  earth  would  rejoice  and  hell  be  forever  discomfited.  When 
as  yet  there  were  no  depths,  no  fountains  of  water ;  long  before 
the  sun  had  shone  and  planets  rolled ;  ere  the  morning  stars  had 
sung  together,  he  knew  the  victories  of  grace  that  would  be  won. 

"  I  was  beholding  your  victories,  I  was  marking  your  successes, 
I  was  beholding  Satan  fall  as  lightning  from  heaven." 

Let  us  study  these  words:  1.  In  their  original  refei'ence;  2.  In 
some  of  the  larger  illustrations  which  arise  in  the  kingdom  of  grace ; 
and,  3.  In  some  of  the  lessons  and  sentiments  proper  to  the  present 
time  and  occasion  which  the  vision  suggests. 

1.  We  will  trace  the  primary  reference  of  these  words  by  the 
light  of  the  chapter  in  which  they  stand. 

Among  the  Evangelists  St.  Luke  alone  relates  the  calling  and 
mission  of  the  Seventy.  He  writes  in  this  very  chapter :  "  After 
these  things  the  Lord  appointed  other  seventy  also,  and  sent  them 
two  and  two  before  his  face  into  every  city  and  place,  whither  he 
himself  would  come."  "  Seventy,"  perhaps  in  allusion  to  the  elders 
of  antiquity — perhaps  in  allusion  to  the  Seventy,  popularly  regard- 
ed, but  strictly  the  seventy-two  members  of  the  Jewish  Sanhedrim. 
"  The  Lord  appointed  other  seventy  also."  This  was  a  special  and 
temporary  agency.  They  were  sent  before  him  to  announce  his 
coming ;  to  publish  "  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the 
feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings,  that  publisheth  peace,  that 
bringeth  good  tidings  of  good,  that  publisheth  salvation,  that  saith 
unto  Zion,  Thy  God  reigneth !" 

This  occurrence  was  late  in  time,  near  the  close  of  the  ministry 
of  Christ.  But  he  desired  to  give  them  one  warning  more,  one 
voice  more  of  entreaty  and  mercy.  Wherever  he  is  coming  he 
sends  his  messengers  before  him.  He  knew  the  bloodthirsty  crowd 
that  panted  for  his  murder.  He  knew  the  rebellious  hearts  of  those 
to  whom  he  sent  his  messengers ;  but  he  would  give  them  one 
warning  more. 

Here  let  me  say  that  even  now  it  may  be  the  case  with  some  in 
this  favored  assembly,  that  the  voice  of  God  is  now  uttering  those 
words  :  "  My  spirit  shall  not  always  strive  with  man."  There 
is  not  one  here,  not  one,  not  the  youngest  of  you  all  upon  whom 
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the  Holy  Spirit  has  not  moved.  O  vex  him  not !  O  delay  not 
to  attend  to  the  whispers  of  his  voice !  If  there  is  one  here  who 
has  provoked  the  Spirit  so  long  that  he  is  now  about  to  depart,  let 
me  say,  in  the  name  of  this  assembly  and  on  your  behalf, 

"  Stay,  thou  insulted  Spirit,  stay. 
Though  I  have  done  thee  such  despite, 

Kor  cast  the  sinner  quite  away, 
Nor  take  thine  everlasting  night." 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  Saviour  sends  the  Seventy  two 
and  two,  not  one  alone.  Not  one,  to  be  found  in  the  dread  battle 
alone,  to  lie  down  in  despondency,  imcheered  by  the  voice  of  a 
brother.  Indeed,  I  cannot  find  in  the  New  Testament  one  instance 
in  which  a  Church  was  committed  to  the  charge  of  one  pastor.  It 
may  be  right,  but  I  cannot  find  the  instance,  I  speak  of  the  long 
continuance  of  one  pastor  in  charge  of  one  congregation.  Nor  is 
there  a  man  living,  we  may  say,  who  is  able  to  minister  to  the 
necessities  of  a  large  Clmrch  and  congregation  for  a  long  succes- 
sion of  years. 

My  dear  and  reverend  friends,  you  will  be  among  the  first  to 
admit  the  advantage  of  a  collegiate  ministry.  I  mean  a  ministry 
in  which  one  is  sustained  by  another.  Your  ministry  is  indeed,  in 
a  high  and  blessed  sense,  a  united  pastorate ;  and  may  the  blessing 
of  God  continue  to  crown  your  labors. 

What  did  the  Master  say  when  he  commissioned  the  Seventy  ? 
He  saw  that  the  time  of  harvest  was  coming,  and  he  said :  "  Go 
and  preach  my  word,  and  say,  The  kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand ; 
but  as  you  go,  pray  that  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  would  send  forth 
laborers  into  his  harvest."  The  tone  of  the  instructions  given  to 
the  Seventy  may  be  paraphrased  in  very  simple  words:  "Wait 
for  nothing ;  provide  no  sujDcrfluity  of  attire ;  take  no  staves  ;  salute 
no  man  by  the  way ;  don't  be  anxious  to  make  friends  or  strengthen 
your  appeal.  Go  in  ray  name  alone,  a  name  that  has  never  lost 
its  power  to  charm,  to  bless,  and  to  save  the  world.  Go  in  my 
great  name,  which  will  never,  never^  never  lose  its  power." 

But  these  disciples  were  hkewise  empowered  to  work  miracles, 
to  heal  the  sick,  to  cure  the  blind  ;  and  even  the  devils  were  made 
subject  unto  them.  And  they  go  to  bless  the  houses  into  which 
they  entered,  and  to  carry  out  the  great  and  beneficent  powers 
conferred  upon  them.  The  power  of  miracles  is  done  away  because 
the  evidence  of  Christianity  is  complete.  The  splendor  of  the  mir- 
acles would  grow  pale  if  the  miracles  were  constantly  repeated. 
Perhaps  the  late  Dr.  Arnold  is  correct  in  his  acute  remark  that, 
"  None  later  than  apostles  had  the  power  to  confer  the  gift  of  mir- 
acles." If  so,  the  miracles  wrought  by  the  apostles  in  the  name  of 
Christ  fulfilled  a  great  but  temporary  purpose.  The  disciples  went 
forth  to  work  wonders. 

At  their  word  diseases  fled ;  yea,  even  to  their  own  amazement, 
the  devils,  the  unclean  spirits,  bowed  before  them.  Their  mission 
was  soon  fulfilled,  and  they  hastened  back  to  their  Master  to 
report,  "Even  the  devils  are  subject  unto  us."     We  have  often 
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said  that  God  is  able  and  willing  to  do  for  us  more  than  we  canj 
ask  or  think.  But  does  he  not  multiply  his  blessings  even  beyond 
his  promises  ?  He  goes  on  to  be  gracious  even  beyond  his  written 
word.  There  is  not  a  term  in  the  commission  of  the  Seventy  about 
a  power  over  unclean  spirits.  It  is  only,  Go  and  heal  the  sick,  and 
say  unto  them,  "  The  kingdom  of  God  is  come  nigh  unto  you." 
But  when  that  triumphant  name,  which  is  above  every  name,  was 
uttered,  devils  feared  and  fled  ;  and  the  Seventy  marveled,  and  they 
gathered  up  their  report  in  that  one  M'ord,  "  even  the  devils  are 
subject  unto  us." 

Brethren,  look  at  the  case  here  referred  to.  "We  have  all  been 
80  familiar  with  the  narrative  of  these  demoniacs  that  we  have 
riot  stopped  to  consider  how  dreadful  was  the  case.  Think  of 
a  man  inhabited  by  demons,  for  Satan  is  not  represented  as  pos- 
sessing the  man  ;  it  is  by  his  emissary  demons  that  this  work  is 
done.  But  think  of  an  athletic,  noble  frame  tortured,  ruled,  em- 
ployed, the  very  organs  of  the  body  used  by  a  legion  of  indwelling 
tiends.  The  limbs,  the  vocal  organs,  all  usurped  by  these  tyrants. 
I  deny  that  this  is  a  mere  orientalism.  I  deny  that  this  narrative 
implies  epilepsy,  lunacy,  or  any  other  form  of  mental  disease.  It 
signifies  the  casting  out  of  devils.  It  is  identified  most  pa;*ticularly 
in  Matthew:  "And  Jesus  went  about  all  Galilee,  teaching  in  their 
synagogues,  and  preaching  the  Gospel  of  the  kingdom,  and  healing 
all  manner  of  sickness,  and  all  manner  of  diseases  among  the 
people.  And  his  fame  went  throughout  all  Syria ;  and  they  brought 
unto  him  all  sick  people  that  were  taken  with  divers  diseases  and 
torments,  and  those  which  were  possessed  with  devils,  and  those 
which  were  lunatic,  and  those  that  had  the  palsy,  and  he  healed 
them."  Matt,  iv,  23,  24. 

How  marvelous  the  case  of  the  demoniac!  Some  of  our  philo- 
sophic students  have  said  that  it  shows  the  contiguity  to  us  of  un- 
seen powers ;  that  spirits,  inhabitants  of  heaven  or  hell,  are  even 
now  near  us.  How  does  the  case  suggest  the  longing  of  the  spirit 
for  union  with  some  animal  organism  ?  How  did  the  demons 
dread  the  sentence  which  should  remit  them  to  their  own  abyss  ? 
"What  a  fearful  example  of  Satan's  power  and  malice!  What 
a  world  he  would  make  of  this  world  if  he  were  uncontrolled! 
He  would  make  it  far  more  terrible  than  the  most  terrible  field  of 
blood  over  which  your  tears  have  fallen  during  the  last  three  years. 
Here  is  a  concrete  example  of  his  power  and  malice.  See  how  he 
tyrannizes  over  the  poor  demoniac.  Here  is  a  manifest  reply  to 
Sadduceeism.  Here  is  an  argument  obvious  even  to  the  vulgar  ap- 
prehension ;  here  is  a  proof  of  the  existence  of  evil  spirits  ;  here  is 
a  case  for  Christ's  benetic  interference  ;  here  is  a  proof  that  Christ 
was  sent  to  bind  up  the  bi'oken  hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the 
captive,  and  the  opening  of  prison  doors  to  them  that  are  bound ; 
to  give  ligfe,  and  joy,  and  gladness  to  the  world. 

There  were  many  bright  omens  when  Christ  came;  and  there 
was  this  fearful  omen.  I  know  of  no  other  cases  in  history  like 
these.     It  was   to  show  that  he  had  power  extending   beyond 
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4,he  limits  of  the  world,  reaching  even  to  Hades ;  that  he  had  power 
over  matter  and  over  mind ;  that  he  had  power  in  the  unfathom- 
able receptacles  of  the  unseen,  and  over  the  rulers  of  the  darkness 
of  this  world. 

Now  to  be  defeated  there,  to  be  defeated  at  this  great  and  crit- 
ical point,  to  be  defeated  in  that  very  instance  to  which  all  the 
malice  and  power  of  Satan  had  been  concentrated ;  to  be  defeated 
there,  while  all  angels  were  looking  on,  and  the  whole  intelligent 
universe  marvelingly  observed  it ;  for  the  arch  fiend  to  see  the 
wasted,  tortured  victims  of  his  power  snatched  from  his  grasp, 
relieved,  comforted,  solaced,  exulting ;  to  see  here  the  presage  of 
universal  shame  and  defeat,  and  of  the  final  triumph  of  the 
Redeemer ;  O  what  a  fall !  I  beheld  Satan  like  lightning  fall  from 
heaven. 

Nay,  further,  to  be  defeated  by  such  an  instrumentality.  A  few 
poor  men — a  few  tax-gatherers,  tent-makers  or  fishermen,  obscure 
inhabitants  of  an  obscure  district  of  an  unimportant  country  of  the 
world — a  few  poor  men  carrying  only  a  message  of  peace,  and 
strong  only  in  the  Lord.  And  this  the  Redeemer  had  significantly 
pointed  out.  He  said,  not  according  to  his  visual  term,  "I  send 
you  forth  as  sheep f  but,  "I  send  you  forth  as  lambs  among 
wolves  " — as  though  he  would  remind  them  of  their  feebleness  and 
insufficiency  for  the  work  before  them,  and  how  exposed  they 
would  be  to  the  rage  of  the  roaring  wolf,  the  lion  of  hell,  and  all 
the  enmity  of  mankind. 

Reverend  fathers  and  brethren,  you  wield  a  power  greater  than 
the  power  of  the  warrior  or  the  statesman  or  the  critic.  The  pul- 
pit is  higher  than  any  other  stand  in  the  Avorld ;  and  yet  preaching 
is  the  simplest  arrangement  that  could  have  been  suggested. 
Granted  that  the  wisdom  of  the  arrangement  can  be  traced  even 
by  our  glimmering  eyes ;  for  preaching  fixes  upon  the  study  of  the 
Bible  ten  thousand  of  the  brightest  intellects  of  the  world  from 
day  to  day  and  from  generation  to  generation.  The  preaching  of 
the  word  is  mighty;  it  runs  from  heart  to  heart;  but  it  is  power- 
less without  the  power  of  God.  When  the  primitive  apostles  went 
out  they  boasted  of  no  power,  no  learning,  no  armor,  nothing  but 
the  panoply  divine.  They  had  the  armor  of  righteousness  upon 
the  right  hand  and  upon  the  left. 

They  preached  in  the  name  of  their  Master.  Even  within  a  few 
months  or  years  they  filled  Jerusalem  with  their  doctrine.  Sama- 
ria with  one  accord  believed,  and  a  great  company  of  the  priests 
were  obedient  to  the  faith. 

See  the  flood  of  truth  and  light  as  it  flows  on  and  on  and  on, 
until  it  extends  from  Jerusalem  round  about  unto  Illyricum,  to 
Athens,  to  Rome,  and  then  onward  and  onward'  until,  in  a  few 
centuries,  the  master  of  the  world  wrapped  in  imperial  purple  sat 
beneath  the  shadow  of  the  cross;  until  the  religion  of  Jesus  became 
the  established  religion  of  the  most  erudite  and  powerful  nations  of 
the  earth.  Surely,  we  may  say,  it  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is  mar- 
velous in  our  eyes.     Fifteen  hundred  years  ago  Chrysostom,  when 


B,  XI.]      Sermon  hxj  Rev.  William  L.  77iornion,  31.  A.         323 

preaching  in  the  Cathedral  of  Constantinople,  said,  in  reference  to 
the  extension  of  the  Gospel,  "It  has  gone  from  the  ^gean  to  the 
German  shores ;"  and  when  finishing  a  raagniHcent  climax,  added^ 
"Even  Britain  has  heard  the  word  of  life!"  Ah,  brethren,  Chry- 
sostora  had  never  heard  of  these  Hesperian  shores. 

Yes,  blessed  be  God !  Britain  has  heard  the  word  of  life,  and 
Britain  and  America  are  now  publishing  that  word  in  one  hundred 
and  sixty-three  languages  of  the  earth.  Fly,  everlasting  Gospel ! 
Fly,  till  all  men  shall  hear  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation !  And  it 
shall  fly.  The  preaching  of  the  Gospel  shall  never  cease  until  the 
ends  of  the  earth  shall  see  the  salvation  of  God.  We  have  heard 
the  press  magnified,  and  its  power  is  great.  We  have  heard  the 
lecture-room  magnified,  and  the  power  of  the  lecture-room  is  great ; 
but,  brethren,  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  is  higher,  nobler, 
grander,  more  powerful.  Xever,  never  may  the  pulpit  become  the 
place  of  mere  lecturing!  O  for  the  power  to  preach  the  Gospel 
as  when  apostles  taught  and  martyrs  bled! 

And  here  let  me  say  everything  in  the  Bible  is  true — everything 
from  Moses  to  Revelation  ;  but  in  the  whole  Bible  one  doctrine  is 
magnified  above  all  the  rest.  It  is  the  tmth,  that  which  saves  the 
soul.  We  write  on  our  banners,  "It  is  a  faithful  saying,  and 
worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to 
save  sinners."  O  let  that  word  fill  every  land ;  let  it  be  echoed  in 
every  dwelling ;  let  it  bless  ever}'  family ;  let  it  save  every  soul  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  To  borrow  a  word  from  Chalmers  : 
"  I  am  standing  on  the  coast  and  looking  at  the  low  line  of  blue 
land  stretching  away,  away,  and  I  see  nothing  but  that  line  of  blue 
land.  But  bring  me  the  telescope,  and  immediately  there  shall 
burst  on  my  view  groves,  cornfields,  villages,  spires,  rivers — a 
charming  variety.  But  the  glass  brings  no  object  on  the  field, 
only  enables  me  to  see  Avhat  is  there  already.  So  of  the  Spirit's 
glass." 

Here  is  Paradise  regained  and  reopened  to  us.  Give  me  the 
Bible,  and  the  Bible  alone,  to  discover  to  me  the  great  facts  to 
which  inspiration  has  given  expression. 

Had  Jesus  merely  healed  diseases  of  the  body  there  had  been  no 
proof  of  his  power  over  both  Avorlds.  But  in  the  expulsion  of 
Satan  he  has  achieved  an  obvious  triumph.  When  the  disciples 
rejoicingly  informed  him  of  their  success  he  said  in  effect,  "  I  was 
beholding  it.  I  witnessed  your  triumph.  I  saw  'Satan  like  light- 
ning fall  from  heaven.'  I  knew  it  of  old,  even  in  the  beginning, 
when  there  were  no  depths,  when  there  were  no  fountains  abound- 
ing with  water ;  even  then  I  rejoiced,  foreseeing  in  the  habitable 
parts  of  the  eai-th,  and  my  delights  were  with  the  sons  of  men." 

And  now  the  Redeemer  enlarges  the  powers  of  the  Seventy. 
"  Behold  I  give  you  power  to  tread  on  serpents  and  scorpions,  and 
over  all  the  power  of  the  enemy ;  and  nothing  shall  by  any  means 
hurt  you."  I  know  not  whether  Satan  has  not  had  some  remarka- 
ble power  over  serpents  from  the  beginning ;  certainly  some  of  the 
most  remarkable  sftrns  and  wonders   in   heathendom   have   been 
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wrought  on  serpents,  or  by  means  of  them.  "  I  give  you  power 
over  serpents ;"  but  let  there  be  no  martial  pride,  no  party  enthusi- 
asm, no  human  flame  of  ambition.  Do  not  exult  merely  or  mainly 
that  to  you  is  given  the  victory  over  opposers,  but  cherish  such  a 
joy  as  Jesus  felt.  Once  he  rejoiced,  but  it  was  a  joy  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  father's  purposes,  Let  your  joy  be  self-forgetting — 
a  rapture  that  loses  itself  in  his  blessed  presence  and  everlasting 
praise.  "Rejoice  that  your  names  are  written  in  heaven."  Let 
me  have  that  joy,  let  my  dear  friends  here,  you,  have  that  joy. 
Your  grateful  hearts  respond,  "Yes,  we  know  that  our  names  are 
written  in  heaven."  We  are  not  in  the  mist,  else  why  did  the 
prophets  of  old  desire  to  see  what  we  see,  and  to  know  what  we 
know?  Why,  then,  did  they  desire  our  dimmer  day?  Ah,  breth- 
ren, you  walk  in  the  light  of  a  glorious  Gospel  day. 
You  have  often  sung, 

"  Long  my  imprisoned  spirit  lay, 

Fast  bound  in  sin  ana  nature's  night: 
Thine  eye  diffused  a  quick'ning  ray : 
"      "  "         ■     'thli 


I  woke ;  the  dungeon  flamed  with  light : 
chains  fell  off,  my  heart  was  free, — 
rose,  went  forth,  and  followed  Thee." 


"Rejoice,  then,  because  your  names  are  written  in  heaven." 
The  greatest  miracle  is  less  than  an  enfranchisement  in  heaven,  the 
city  of  the  great  King. 

II.  But  it  is  high  time  to  remind  you  that  the  victory  over  these 
unclean  spirits,  and  their  expulsion  from  the  human  habitation  they 
had  insulted,  degraded,  and  tortured,  was  a  mere  pledge  of  things 
to  come ;  a  prelude  to  higher  conquests  and  sublimer  achievements. 
"These  great  words,"  says  a  learned  German  commentator,  "look 
back,  and  look  forward  also."  The  great  thing  is  not  the  expul- 
sion of  a  few  wretched  demons,  but  the  light  thus  shed  upon  the 
great  work  of  man's  redemption.  The  great  doctrine  is  this :  The 
hour  is  come  that  the  Son  of  man  should  be  glorified.  The  subjec- 
tion of  the  unclean  spirits  is  not  the  cause,  but  the  effect,  of  a  higher 
triumph,  accomplished  by  a  sti*onger  than  the  strong  man  armed. 

Christ  must  reign.  "  Shall  the  prey  be  taken  from  the  mighty  ? 
Shall  the  lawful  captive  be  delivered  ?"  The  prey  shall  be  taken ; 
and,  though  we  deny  that  the  captivity  is  lawful,  the  captive  shall 
be  delivered.  The  stronger  man  shall  gain  the  victory,  and  on  this 
terrestrial  field,  for  this  is  the  very  ground  on  which  wonders  are 
to  be  wrought  out.  The  eyes  of  the  universe  are  fixed  on  this 
planet  as  the  scene  of  most  stupendous  strife  and  of  the  greatest 
victories  of  grace.  And  let  it  never  be  forgotten  that  Jesus  tri- 
umphs in  or  hy  the  cross.  "  And  having  spoiled  principalities  and 
powers,"  says  St.  Paul,  "he  made  a  show  of  them  openly,  triumph- 
ing over  them  in  it,"  that  is,  in  the  cross.  Two  glorious  words 
assure  us  of  it;  one  from  the  father  God,  and  one  from  the  filial 
God.  The  first  is,  "But  unto  the  Son  he  saith.  Thy  throne,  O 
God,  is  forever  and  ever ;  a  scepter  of  righteousness  is  the  scepter 
of  thy  kingdom ;  thou  hast  loved  righteousness^^nd  hated  iniquity : 


B,  XI.]      Sermon  by  Rev.  William  L.  Thornton.,  M.  A.  325 

therefore  God,  even  thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee  with  gladness 
above  thy  fellows."  The  other  is  the  word  of  the  Redeemer: 
"  All  power  is  given  unto  me,  both  in  heaven  and  earth." 

Now  the  divine  government  is  reinstituted  on  safe  and  ample 
foundations;  now,  while  man  is  saved,  God  is  glorified;  now  the 
divine  perfections  are  brought  out  in  new  splendor. 

"  The  first  archangel  never  saw 
So  much  of  God  before." 

Redemption  is  accomplished.  "  I  have  finished  the  work,"  said 
Christ,  "which  thou  gavest  me  to  do."  But  that  work  could 
never  be  accomplished  without  the  dethronement  of  Satan,  the 
enemy  of  God  and  of  man.  The  sentence  of  dethronement  is 
already  passed.  "  Now  is  the  crisis  of  the  world ;  now  shall  the 
prince  of  this  world  be  cast  out."  There  never  was  such  a  crisis 
before.  The  world  has  had  many  memorable  hours,  but  never 
one  like  that. 

Under  the  new  dispensation  Christ  dethrones  Satan; 

1-  ]iy  an  exposure  of  his  character,  aims,  plans,  and  certain  ruin. 

Has  it  ever  struck  you  how  little  is  said  of  Satan  in  the  Old  Test- 
ament ?  He  is  not  mentioned  in  the  five  books  of  Moses,  except 
(it  may  be)  in  one  allusion  to  a  "  Child  of  Belial."  In  the  sacred 
books  following  he  appears  but  a  few  times ;  for  example,  as  tempt- 
ing David  to  number  the  people ;  again,  as  appearing  in  the  com- 
pany of  worshipers,  according  to  Job ;  and  again,  as  confronting 
the  high  priest,  as  j'^ou  read  in  Zechariah.  How  dark  the  enigma 
of  his  history  would  be  if  it  were  not  for  the  light  shed  upon  it  in 
the  New  Testament ! 

How  little  is  said,  save  in  these  later  inspired  books,  of  the  great 
battle  of  life.  How  little  of  the  use  of  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  that 
we  may  overcome  the  darts  of  the  evil  one.  It  is  in  the  New  Test- 
ament he  appears  not  only  as  Satan  the  adversary,  and  Belial  the 
wicked  one,  but  also  as  the  devil  the  accuser,  and  Apollyon  the 
destroyer-  It  is  there  we  see  Christ  assailed  by  the  tempter,  but 
coming  forth  more  than  conqueror,  while  angels  come  to  minister 
unto  him.  The  more  we  know  of  Satan's  character  the  less  the 
influence  he  can  wield  over  us.  In  fact,  to  show  him  up  is  to  put 
him  down-  If  he  be  known  in  his  true  characteristic — an  assassin 
of  souls,  a  liar  from  the  beginning,  a  destroyer — he  will  be  driven 
from  the  throne  he  is  ambitious  to  fill,  the  throne  of  the  world's 
mind  and  homage;  and  we  learn  all  this  from  the  teachings  of 
Christianity. 

2.  There  is  an  actual  limitation  of  his  power  wherever  the  Gos- 
pel comes,  and  this  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Church.  History 
has  never  done  justice  to  the  fact. 

No  historian,  even  down  to  ]VIacaulay  or  Prescott,  has  duly 
shown  the  obligation  of  the  world  to  the  Gospel.  Satan  can  never 
reign  in  a  sphere  of  liberty,  and  love,  and  light;  he  flies  away, 
scared  by  the  new  splendors.  O  what  we  owe  to  the  Gospel !  say 
for   our   literature,    our   equal   laws,    our   manifold   institutions. 
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Wherever  the  Gospel  coraes  Satan's  power  declines.  Where  now 
is  witchcraft,  magic,  sorcery?  In  no  land  which  the  Gospel  has 
irradiated. 

3.  The  recovery  of  souls  is  a  yet  grander  illustration.  Souls 
renewed  and  saved.  The  lion  tamed  into  the  lamb,  and  the  desert 
blossoming  as  the  rose.  Dear  brethren,  you  have  often  marked 
the  victories  of  Jesus,  exemplified  in  "  turning  men  from  darkness 
to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God."  And  ah  !  with 
what  malignity  does  Satan  look  upon  the  awakened  soul !  He  will 
do  anything  and  everything  to  prevent  his  salvation  and  compass  his 
ruin,  to  keep  him  back  from  Christ,  and  prevent  him  from  coming 
into  the  kingdom  of  God.  He  will  willingly  allow  him  to  make  a 
pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  to  Rome,  to  Canterbury,  to  holy  shrines  and 
martyr's  tombs,  but  he  is  not  willing  for  him  to  come  to  the  cross. 
Christ  sees  this.  It  is  the  moment.  All  things  are  ready,  and 
Satan  throws  many  an  impediment  and  obstacle  in  the  way.  He 
seeks  to  make  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  obscure.  He  exults  if  he  can 
keep  the  sinner  away  from  Christ.  You  remember  the  case  of  the 
poor  sufferer  who  was  coming  to  Christ,  and  the  devil  threw  him 
down.  He  has  thrown  many  down  in  coming  to  Christ ;  but  when 
the  soul  fully  resolves  to  come,  saying,  "  If  I  perish,  I  perish,"  I 
will  perish  where  no  man  has  ever  perished ;  where  the  trembling 
sinner  casts  himself  upon  Jesus,  and  under  the  shadow  of  the  cross 
says,  in  the  words  of  the  old  Moravian  hymn  : 

"Lo !  glad  I  come ;  and  thou,  blest  Lamb, 
Shalt  take  me  to  thee,  as  I  am  ; 
Nothing  but  sin  have  I  to  give, — 
Nothing  but  love  shall  I  receive." 

"I  believe  in  Christ,  my  Saviour.  I  trust  him.  I  take  the  bless- 
ing on  his  terms  ;'^  then  the  Divine  Spirit  enables  the  struggling 
soul  to  believe  and  enter  into  rest.  Then  Satan  fell  from  heaven. 
Then  he  loses  a  slave  and  Christ  gains  a  subject.  And  it  shall  be 
said  of  Ziou,  "This  and  that  man  were  born  there."  These  victo- 
ries will  be  multiplied  as  they  were  in  the  primitive  days,  for  the 
power  of  Christ  is  not  abridged;  his  arm  is  not  shortened;  neither 
is  his  ear  heavy,  "  that  he  cannot  save."  "  Awake,  awake ;  put  on 
strength,  O  arm  of  the  Lord ;  awake,  as  in  the  ancient  days,  in  the 
generations  of  old.  Art  thou  not  it  that  hath  cut  Rahab,  and 
wounded  the  dragon  ?  Art  thou  not  it  which  hath  dried  the  sea, 
the  waters  of  the  great  deep ;  that  hath  made  the  depths  of  the 
sea  a  way  for  the  ransomed  to  pass  over?"  The  usurper  shall 
not  forever  reign  over  the  spirit  of  man.  This  world  shall  be 
recovered  and  restored  to  its  allegiance,  and  Satan  shall  be  forever 
cast  out. 

4.  Once  more,  in  the  experiences  of  the  Christian's  life,  and  in 
the  triumph  of  his  death,  Satan  is  cast  down. 

I  will  refer  to  one  or  two  points  only.  First,  it  is  said  in  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  that,  "  In  that  he  himself  hath  suffered, 
being  tempted,  he  is  able  to  succor  them  that  are  tempted."  I 
dare  not  say,  as  some  do,  that  Christ  could  not  have  entered  into 
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onr  case  if  he  had  never  been  tempted,  but  I  will  say  that  his  sym- 
patliy  comes  to  us  as  more  real,  more  appreciable,  because  he  has 
trodden  the  same  path.  I  am  tempted,  so  was  he.  I  am  poor,  so 
was  he.  I  am  standing  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  so  did  he.  I  am 
to  lie  down  in  the  dust,  so  did  he,  and 

"  Where  should  the  dying  members  rest 
But  with  their  dying  Head." 

He  is  "  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities."  He  under- 
stands all  about  us  by  his  own  experience  of  sorrow  and  woe,  and 
in  this  respect  he  gains  a  glorious  victory. 

But  I  have  referred  to  the  dying  hour,  the  last  conflict,  the 
time  when  all  earthly  things  fade  Irom  our  vision,  when  eternity 
comes  near.  What  can  enable  us  to  triumph  then  ?  I  read  in  the 
same  epistle:  "Forasmuch  then  as  the  children  are  partakers  of 
flesh  and  blood,  he  also  himself  likewise  took  part  of  the  same ; 
that  through  death  he  might  destroy  him  that  had  the  power 
of  death,  that  is,  the  devil ;  and  deliver  them,  who  through  fear 
of  death  Avere  all  their  lifetime  subject  to  bondage." 

I  will  frankly  confess  that  for  years  that  word  appeared  to  my 
mind  one  of  the  most  obscure  in  the  Bible,  that  Satan  had  the 
power  of  death  in  any  sense.  He  never  had  the  power  of  life,  but, 
in  some  awful  sense,  he  had  the  power  of  death.  He  had  the 
power  to  make  death  terrible,  and  the  grave  gloomy.  But  Jesus 
comes,  according  to  the  latter  clause  of  the  text,  which  is  exeget- 
ical,  to  deliver  us  from  the  fear  of  death. 

Have  you  noted  how  little  of  victory  over  death  there  is  in  the 
Old  Testament  ?  We  know  that  the  fathers  of  the  Old  Testament 
Church  looked  forward  to  a  glorious  resurrection.  When  the  man 
of  Uz  wished  to  write  his  words  on  the  rock  forever,  the  testimony 
he  wished  to  render  imperishable  was,  "  I  know  that  my  Redeemer 
liveth,  and  that  he  shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth : 
and  though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy  this  body,  yet  in 
my  flesh  shall  I  see  God :  whom  I  shall  see  for  myself,  and  mine 
eyes  shall  behold,  and  not  another ;  though  my  reins  be  consumed 
within  me." 

Yes,  they  looked  for  a  glorious  resurrection.  But  what  of 
Hades?  What  of  the  intervening  state?  They  spoke  of  "the 
land  of  darkness  and  of  the  shadow  of  death,"  the  subterranean 
cavern  of  the  dead.  They  seemed  to  think  they  were  drearily  to 
await  the  coming  morning.  Kead  the  elegiac  words  of  Hezekiah, 
or  those  of  David :  "  The  dead  praise  not  the  Lord :  neither  any 
that  go  down  into  silence." 

My  dear  and  honored  friends,  it  is  in  the  New  Testament  that 
victory  over  death  becomes  complete,  and  death  is  swallowed  up 
of  life.  And  what  mean  those  words,  "  If  a  man  keep  my  saying 
he  shall  never  see  death  f  And  again,  "  Who  Aa^A  abolished  death^ 
and  hath  brought  life  and  inmiurtality  to  light?"  And  again, 
"  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth. 
Even  so,  saith  the  spirit,  for  they  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their 
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works  do  follow  them."  Why  do  we  speak  of  dying?  Death  ig 
no  longer  death  !  It  is  the  entrance  of  life,  the  messenger  of  glory. 
The  Master  says  :  "  I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life."  Is  it  not 
with  him  as  with  good  Josiah,  who  was  smitten  by  archers  on  the 
blood-red  field  ?  and  yet  it  is  said  that  he  was  gathered  to  his  fathers 
in  peace.  If  the  outward  man  decay,  and  agony  and  sorrow  mark 
the  occasion,  yet  the  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by  day.  And 
there  is  a  spirit  of  health  which  is  "  most  vigorous  when  the  body 
dies." 

"  The  soul's  dark  cottage,  battered  and  decayed, 
Lets  in  new  light  through  chinks  which  time  hath  made; 
Stronger  by  weakness  wiser  men  become 
As  they  draw  near  to  their  eternal  home." 

"We  have  heard  dying  Christians  declare,  "There  is  light  in  the 
yalley."     "  This  enemy  is  forever  vanquished." 

"I  trample  death  beneath  my  feet, 
And  gladly  die,  my  Lord  to  meet." 

So  in  the  very  article  of  death,  on  that  dread  occasion  which 
Satan  brought  into  the  world  by  sin,  there,  on  his  own  field, 
is  Satan  brought  down  like  lightning  from  heaven. 

III.  And  now,  reverend  brethren  and  friends,  allow  a  few  words 
of  application. 

And,  first,  let  us  learn  not  to  magnify  our  great  adversary  un- 
duly and  unreasonably. 

I  grant  that  he  is  a  terrible  enemy;  but  he  is  not  omnipotent. 
I  grant  that  he  has  many  marshaled  legions  ;  but  he  and  his  forces 
are  not  omnipresent.  He  is  shrewd  and  subtle ;  but  he  is  not 
prescient.  He  knows  many  things ;  but  he  cannot  search  the  heart. 
God  only  can  do  that.  The  enemy  is  great ;  but  if  we  fight  him  in 
our  Master's  strength  we  shall  conquer.  He  that  is  for  us  is  more 
than  all  that  are  against  us. 

"  The  weakest  saint  shall  win  the  day,     . 
Though  death  and  hell  obstruct  the  way." 

Secondly,  see  the  secret  of  all  spiritual  success.  "I  send  you 
forth  as  lambs  among  wolves." 

There  are  in  this  assembly  many  men  of  power,  men  of  learning, 
men  of  piety ;  but  the  chiefest  among  you,  the  wisest  and  most 
reverend  among  you,  will  be  the  first  to  acknowledge  that  all  their 
power  is  from  above.  "All  my  springs  are  in  thee."  On  our 
banners,  streaming  in  the  breeze,  is  the  motto :  "  When  I  am  weak 
then  am  I  strong."  Of  our  great  forerunners  in  the  race,  it  is 
said  that  they  subdued  kingdoms,  wrought  righteousness,  quenched 
the  violence  of  fire,  escaped  the  edge  of  the  sword,"  but,  also,  out 
of  weakness  were  made  strong^  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  turned  to 
flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens."  But  it  was  all  done  "through 
faith,"  faith  in  the  word  and  power  of  the  Highest. 

And  God  still  helps  us  to  conquer.  We  have  often  seen  his  in- 
terposition just  when  we  might  least  have  expected  it ;  when 
prominent  and  gifted  men  of  the  Church  have  been  taken  away, 
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or  some  great  calamity  has  swept  over  the  Church.  Then  the  Re- 
deemer has  come  to  our  help.  Then  he  has  shown  himself  mighty 
to  save.  Indeed,  he  seems  to  delight  to  show  himself  the  one,  the 
only  one,  mighty  to  save.  Then  we  have  asked,  "Who  is  this 
that  cometh  from  Edom.,  with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah  ?  this 
that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel,  traveling  in  the  greatness  of  his 
strength."  And  he  has  answered  for  himself,  "I  that  speak  in 
righteousness,  mighty  to  save."  And  when  remonstrating  we 
have  said,  "  Wherefore,  if  thine  errand  is  one  of  saving,  art  thou 
red  in  thine  apparel,  and  thy  garments  like  him  that  treadeth  in 
the  wine-fat?"  He  has  answered  again,  "I  have  trodden  the  wine- 
press alone,  and  of  the  people  there  was  none  with  me.  And  I 
looked,  and  there  was  none  to  help,  and  I  wondered  that  there 
was  none  to  uphold ;  therefore  mine  own  arm  brought  salvation 
unto  me ;  and  my  fury,  it  upheld  me." 

Father's  and  brethren,  if  He  be  for  us  who  can  be  against  us  ? 
Strong  are  we  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might. 

Classical  writers  speak  of  warriors  whose  armor  was  so  glittering 
as  to  spread  terror  among  their  enemies.  O  for  armor  of  glorious 
light!  O  for  the  sword  of  etherial  temper  !  O  for  the  shield  of 
faith  and  the  helmet  of  salvation  and  the  breastplate  of  righteous- 
ness! 

Go,  fathers  and  brethren,  go  in  the  might  of  your  Saviour.  He 
will  be  with  you ;  and  to  the  eye  of  your  faith,  as  to  the  eye  of  the 
prophet's  servant,  the  mountains  shall  appear  covered  with  chariots 
of  tire  and  horses  of  fire,  celestial  squadrons  your  willing  allies. 
Victory,  eternal  victory,  shall  crown  your  labor.  The  vineyard  is 
before  you,  and  the  great  Redeemer  waits  with  the  amaranthine 
crown  in  his  hands  to  hail  you  to  immortal  glory. 

But,  brethren,  let  us  give  God  all  the  praise  in  the  moment  of 
triumph.  We  have  seen  marked  instances  in  which  a  great  revival 
has  been  stopped  by  human  boasting  or  folly,  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
has  been  grieved ;  and  perhaps  he  lingered  a  while  and  then  de- 
parted. And  let  there  be  no  sectarian  boasting,  no  irreverence 
before  God.  Is  it  not  wonderful  that  he  suffers  us,  his  humblest 
creatures,  to  speak  in  his  great  name ;  that  he  sends  us  as  lambs 
among  wolves  ?  Not  unto  us — not  to  Paul,  or  James,  or  John  ; 
not  to  Luther,  or  Wiclif,  or  Latimer;  not  to  Wesley,  or  Wliitefield, 
or  Asbury;  not  to  our  fathers  here — ."not  unto  us,  not  unto  us: 
but  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord  be  the  praise."  I  know  you  will 
allow  me  to  collect  the  incense  of  your  praise,  as  in  one  censer,  and 
to  pour  it  out  in  humble  gratitude ;  "  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and 
to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost ;  as  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is 
now,  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without  end.     Amen." 

Let  me  acknowledge  for  you,  and  for  my  European  friends,  that 
from  that  divine  spring  all  blessing  comes,  in  every  age,  in  every 
clime,  from  the  Father  through  the  Son,  and  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Brethren,  we  have  not  magnified  the  Spirit  as  we  ought  to  have 
done;  we  have  not  felt  the  force  of  that  inspired  word,  "Except 
the  Lord  build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it ;  except 
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the  Lord  keep  the  city,  the  watchman  M'aketh  but  in  vain."  Have 
we  not  sometimes  spoken  as  though  by  our  own  skill,  power, 
church  organization,  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  world,  the 
talents  and  learning  of  our  ministers,  the  wealth  flowing  into  our 
cofi'ers,  as  if  by  these  things  the  victory  is  to  be  accomplished  ? 
But  God  has  often  taught  us,  by  humiliating  lessons  and  by  painful 
discipline,  that  he  alone  will  be  magnified. 

And  now,  brethren,  farewell.  Grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  upon 
you.  May  the  blessing  of  God  be  with  you.  May  Satan  fall  before 
you  like  lightning  from  heaven.  May  these  reii'ms  be  soon 
crowned  with  glorious  peace.  May  America  rise  to  be,,  more  than 
ever,  a  benefactress  of  the  world.  We  have  sometimes  called 
England  "  the  lighthouse  of  the  world."  America  is  now  one  of 
the  lighthouses  of  the  world.  O  may  the  light  spread  more 
and  more!  Why  should  it  not  be  as  when  Vattor  preached 
near  Leeds,  and  a  hundred  souls  were  then  melted  in  penitence  ? 
Why  not  as  when  Whitefield  received  in  one  week  a  thousand 
letters  from  individuals  who  had  been  awakeued  under  his  preach- 
ing ?  Why  not  as  when  the  "  Great  Revi'.  al,"  under  Edwards  and 
others,  occurred  in  New  England  ?  Christ  is  the  same.  His  arm 
has  not  lost  its  power  to  save.  Christianity  is  not  obsolete  or 
effete.  The  day  was  not  brighter  at  its  dawn  than  it  is  at  its 
meridian.  And  it  is  a  day  that  shall  be  succeeded  by  no  night.  It 
is  a  day  that  shall  shine  brighter  and  brighter  until  the  prayer  shall 
be  fulfilled  which  you  have  often  prayed,  which  has  arisen  from 
Australia,  from  Nova  Scotia,  from  Africa,  from  India,  from  all  parts 
of  the  world. 

"Thou  Savionr  of  all, 

Effectually  caU 

The  sinners  that  stray ; 
And  O  let  a  nation  be  bom  in  a  day  I 
***** 

"  Then,  then  let  it  spread. 

Thy  knowledge  and  dread, 

Till  the  earth  is  o'erflowed, 
And  the  universe  filled  with  the  glory  of  God." 

At  the  close  of  the  sermon  the  hymn  commencing 

"  Jesus,  the  name  high  over  all, 
In  hell,  or  earth,  or  sky  " 

was  sung,  and  the  services  were  closed  with  the  benediction  by 
Bishop  Morris. 
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REPORTS  ON  PUBLISHING  INTERESTS. 

C|  I. — Journal,  page  75. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOOK  AGENTS  AT  NEW  YORK. 

Fathers  and  Brethren, — The  four  years  embraced  in  this 
report  have  involved  unusual  difficulty  and  solicitude,  arising  from 
the  slaveholders'  rebellion,  and  the  consequent  derangement  of  all 
kinds  of  business.  Yet  through  the  good  providence  of  God  the 
Book  Concern  has  continued  to  prosper.  For  particular  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  its  operations  and  present  condition  you  are 
respectfully  referred  to  the  following  statements : 

OF   REAL    ESTATE. 

In  this  department  some  changes  have  occurred  worthy  of  spe- 
cial notice.  The  house  in  Seventh-street  has  been  sold  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Book  Committee.  We  have  also  sold  a 
part  of  our  land  in  Michigan,  and  taken  some  other  small  lots  in 
payment  of  debts.  In  the  autumn  of  1860  we  purchased  the  two 
lots  on  Sutter-street,  in  San  Francisco,  recommended  to  us  by  the 
General  Conference  at  its  last  session,  for  the  sum  of  JF'lve  Thou- 
sand Dollars.  Deeming  it  inexpedient,  in  view  of  the  state  of  the 
country  and  other  circumstances,  to  build  a  store  just  then,  the 
lots  were  leased  until  the  summer  of  1862,  when  we  sold  them  for 
the  sum  of  Twelve  Thousand  Dollars  cash,  and  purchased  three 
other  lots  on  Mission-street  for  Seven  Thousand  Three  Hundred 
Dollars.  During  the  past  year  we  have  erected  a  store  on  one  of 
these  lots  twenty  feet  front  by  sixty  feet  deep,  four  stories  high 
above  the  basement,  with  a  back  building  for  the  acconimodation 
of  the  Advocate  published  in  that  city.  The  real  value  of  the 
property  as  it  now  stands  we  are  unable  to  give.  It  is  said  to  be 
worth  $25,000.  But  in  our  Exhibit  for  1863  it  is  put  at  $5,000, 
just  the  original  cost  of  the  Sutter-street  lots.  The  reason  for  this 
was  that  we  did  not  receive  a  detailed  report  of  the  property  in 
season  to  present  it  in  its  full  proportions.  It  will  be  safe  to  esti- 
mate it  at  $20,000,  and  add  to  the  estimate  $1 1,894  43,  which  is  our 
actual  profit  on  the  investment  inclusive  of  interest  and  rent. 

Before  leaving  this  subject  it  is  our  duty  to  say  that  these 
encouraging  and  valuable  results  have  been  reached  through  the 
special  agency  of  Rev.  E.  Thomas,  editor  of  the  California  Chris- 
tian Advocate,  and  Capt.  I.  B.  Thomas,  a  distinguished  gentle- 
man and  friend  at  San  Francisco,  to  both  of  whom  the  Church 
is  mueh  indebted  for  their  active  and  faithful  labors. 
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NEW    BUILDINGS. 

By  referring  to  the  Journal  of  the  last  General  Conference,  page 
442,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  were  authorized  to  take  early  steps  to 
secure  a  new  store  in  the  city  of  New  York.  This  was  well,  and 
has  been  under  consideration;  but,  owing  to  the  unsettled  state 
of  the  country,  nothing  has  been  con  sura  mated.  Every  month 
renders  such  a  store  more  and  moie  necessary,  and  our  increasing 
business  imperati\ely  demands  the  ajipropriation  of  our  store- 
rooms to  manufacturing  purposes,  or  the  extension  of  our  build- 
ings. We  think  that  you  will  be  safe  to  instnict  the  Agents 
that  may  be  appointed  to  attend  to  this  important  iuterest  at 
their  earliest  convenience. 

The  last  General  Conference  also  recommended  to  us  to  provide, 
by  purchase  or  otherwise,  a  building  in  the  city  of  Boston  for  the 
accommodation  of  our  Depository.  Another  resolution  was  passed 
with  regard  to  Pittsburgh,  looking  to  the  accommodation  of  the 
Depository  and  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate  in  that  city. 
The  reasons  which  deterred  us  from  erecting  a  store  in  New  York, 
with  others  of  great  weight,  have  seemed  to  your  Agents  and  the 
Book  Committee  to  lie  with  superior  force  against  the  immediate 
consummation  of  these  enterprises.  It  will  afford  us  great  pleas- 
ure to  give  the  conference  or  its  committee  full  information  on 
the  subject. 

BOOK   BUSINESS. 

In  this  department  we  have  followed  the  policy  indicated  in  onr 
last  report  as  the  true  one,  issuing  small  editions,  and  keeping  our 
books  new  and  fresh.  The  result  is  we  have  very  little  imsalable 
stock  on  hand. 

NEW    ISSUES. 

The  general  depression  of  trade  arising  from  the  breaking  out 
of  the  rebellion  rendered  it  necessary  for  us  to  move  cautiously 
in  this  branch  of  the  business.  We  have,  however,  issued  new 
works  during  the  last  four  years  ending  Jan.  1,  1864,  as  follows: 

On  the  General  Catalogrne 4T 

On  the  Sunday-School  Catalogue 204 

Tracts,  12mo 30 

Total 281 

Besides  these,  we  have  published  Picture  Papers,  Sunday-School 
Tracts  and  requisites,  and  other  valuable  works,  all  of  which  go 
to  increase  our  variety  and  meet  the  wants  of  the  Church. 

Business  being  very  dull,  and  our  numerous  and  long-tried 
workmen  needing  employment,  in  the  summer  of  1862  we  intro- 
duced a  branch  not  necessarily  involved  in  our  main  objects,  but 
perfectly  consistent  with  them.     We  refer  to  the  Album  business. 
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This  required  but  little  outlay  for  machinery  or  tools,  but  it  proved 
signally  advantageous  to  the  Avorknien  and  to  the  profits  of  the 
Concern.  We  are  doing  a  little  at  it  at  present,  but  not  enough 
to  interfere  with  our  regular  business. 


SALES. 

Our  sales  were  at  first  considerably  injured  by  the  rebellion  cut- 
ting oif  all  our  southern  trade,  and  greatly  restricting  that  of 
other  parts  of  the  country.  But  taking  the  four  years  together 
Ave  have  done  a  large  business. 

Sales  of  Books  in  18G0. $284,607  21  ' 

"  Periodicals"    97,073  73 

$381,680  94 

"  Books   in  1861 $179,024  85 

"  Periodicals   "    91,965  01 

270,989  86 

Books  in  1862 $225,007   25 

"  Periodicals    "    90,725  71 

315,732  96 

"  Books  in  1863 $428,572   61 

"  Periodicals    "    110,896  81 

539,469  42 

Total  sales $1,507,873  18 

Special  efforts  on  your  part  to  promote  the  circidation  of  our 
books  and  tracts  will  be  exceedingly  appropriate.  There  is  proba- 
bly no  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Church  that  is  comparatively  so 
little  appreciated  as  that  which  is  embraced  in  these  publications. 
When  preachers  shall  come  to  avail  themselves  of  these  appliances 
iu  a  skillful  manner  they  will  certainly  secure  a  degree  of  success 
which  few  have  realized. 


PRICES   AND    DISCOUNTS. 

The  prices  of  our  books  are  generally  higher  than  at  our  last 
report,  owing  to  the  remarkable  advance  in  the  cost  of  material 
and  laljor.  Toward  the  close  of  1802  we  added  about  twenty  per 
cent.  This,  however,  Avas  not  done  until  it  became  indispensable, 
nor  until  most,  if  not  all  other  publishers  had  moved  in  the  same 
direction.  Nor  have  Ave  made  any  general  advance  since,  though 
the  cost  of  stock  and  labor  have  increased  very  considerably,  and 
other  houses  have  increased  their  prices  accordingly.  Our  dis- 
counts remain  about  the  same.  We  Avould  repeat  what  we  said  on 
this  subject  in  our  last  report  with  emphasis. 

DEPOSITORIES. 

The  Depositories  reported  as  in  successful  operation  four  years 
ago  have  been  managed  Avith  skill  and  fidelity  by  their  respective 
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agents,  and  have  contributed  much  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Con- 
cern.    The  sales  have  been  as  follows : 

BOSTON,  1860 $54,374  18 

"  1861 42,694  25 

"  1862 50,003  97 

"  1863 82,725  17 

Total $229,797  57 

PITTSBURGH,  1860 $20,320  59 

"  1861 12,101   90 

"  1862 15.443  92 

"  1863 25,738  97 

Total $73,605  38 

BUFFALO,  1860 $24,188  87 

"  1861 17,074  44 

"  1862 21,545  03 

"  1863 43,055  29 

Total $105,863  C3 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  last  General  Confer- 
ence, we  have  lately  opened  a  Depository  in  our  new  store,  before- 
mentioned,  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  under  the  agency  of  Rev.  E. 
Thomas.  It  has  been  our  object  to  supply  it  with  a  complete 
stock  of  our  own  and  other  useful  books,  stationery,  etc.,  but 
owing  to  the  miscarriage  of  one  heavy  shipment,  and  the  shortness 
of  time,  we  have  as  yet  failed  to  do  so.  It  appears,  however,  to 
have  made  a  good  beginning,  and  bids  fair  to  become  a  valuable 
auxiliary  to  the  business  and  usefulness  of  the  Concern.  \ 

For  our  views  in  regard  to  the  general  question  of  Depositories 
we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  last  report.  (See  Journal^  pp. 
340,  341.) 

DEBTS    AND    CREDITS. 

The  debts  of  the  Concern  January  1,  1860,  were  $104,294  99. 
A  large  portion  of  this  was  due  the  Church  South,  and  Avas  paid 
at  maturity.  Our  present  indebtedness,  indicated  by  the  exhibit, 
which  forms  a  part  of  this  report,  is  $34,899  83,  more  than  half  of 
which  is  on  account,  and  accrued  in  the  necessary  course  of  busi- 
ness. The  principles  of  business  adopted  prior  to  the  last  General 
Conference,  and  reported  to  that  body  under  the  head  of  "  debts 
and  credits,"  have  been  generally  adhered  to,  and  have  worked 
well  for  the  Concern. 

PERIODICALS. 

Owing  to  the  very  great  advance  in  the  cost  of  stock  and  labor 
we  have  been  obliged  to  increase  the  prices  of  all  our  periodicals. 
This,  as  a  matter  of  course,  decreased  their  circulation ;  but  as  the 
people  have  become  accustomed  to  higher  prices,  they  seem  quite 
satisfied  with  our  present  terms. 
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The  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal. 

This  pnper  has  done  well,  though  it  has  paid  less  profit  than 
formerly.  Four  years  ago  ss  e  reported  some  restriction  on  its  cir- 
culation, arising  from  the  establishment  of  a  competing  paper 
within  its  patronizing  territory  called  the  "Baltimore  Advocate." 
This  difficulty,  however,  would  soon  have  been  overcome.  But  a 
more  formidable  one  awaited  it  in  the  publication  of  another  paper, 
started  soon  after  the  General  Conference,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
by  certain  influential  brethren  who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  action 
of  that  conference  on  two  points.  Tliis  paper  was  sent  to  our  sub- 
sciibers  far  and  near,  with  circulars  and  agents,  appealing  to  them 
in  the  most  ingenious  and  energetic  manner  to  rally  to  its  support. 
These  measures  were  too  successful  for  our  convenience,  and  caused 
much  division  and  alienation  among  our  subscribers.  It  should  also 
be  known  that  we  had  the  steady  competition  of  three  other  out- 
side papers  within  the  State,  which  sought  and  received  no  incon- 
siderable patronage  from  our  people.  But,  thanks  be  to  God ! 
and  to  the  faithful  friends  who  stood  by  us,  the  old  Advocate  was 
not  driven  from  the  field,  nor  did  it  fail  to  pay  expenses.  We 
are  now  circulating  about  26,500  weekly,  with  a  growing  pros- 
pect of  a  liberal  increase. 

The  Quarterly  Revlewi 

This  valuable  work  suffered  somewhat  by  our  national  convul- 
sions, but  still  maintains  its  high  reputation  and  pays  its  expenses, 
charging  it  one  half  of  the  editor's  salary,  the  other  half  being 
charged  to  the  book  department  under  his  care.  Its  present  cir- 
culation is  about  3,300,  which  existing  measures  must  augment  by 
some  hundreds  before  the  close  of  the  volume. 

The  Sunday-School  Advocate. 

This  popular  sheet  has  gone  safely  through  the  storm  of  the  last 
four  years.  Its  average  semi-monthly  circulation  has  been  127,975 
copies  at  New  York,  and  101,250  at  Cincinnati.  The  work  pays 
expenses,  and  is  likely  to  run  a  long  and  increasingly  useful  race. 

The  Sunday-School  Teachers'  Journal. 

This  work  has  failed  to  meet  our  expectations.  It  was  thought 
to  be  much  needed  to  aid  teachers  in  their  difficult  duties,  and  we 
issued  it  with  great  confidence  that  it  would  be  received  with  joy 
by  that  noble  class  of  laborers  in  our  common  cause.  But  we 
have  been  disappointed.  Though  it  is  a  most  intere.sting  work, 
and  the  only  one  of  the  kind  published,  but  few  comparatively 
have  seen  fit  to  take  it.  It  has  never  had  over  25,000  subscribers, 
and  much  of  the  time  not  more  than  fifteen  thousand.  We  have 
thought  of  suspending  it,  but  its  patrons  have  prized  it  so  highly, 
that  with  the  advice  of  the  Book  Committee  we  have  continued  it 
to  the  present  time,  though  it  has  hardly  paid  expenses,  allowing 
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nothing  for  editorial  service.  It  still  seems  to  be  greatly  needed, 
and  we  are  unwilling  to  believe  that  it  will  not  come  to  be  appre- 
ciated and  sustained. 

The  Good   News. 

Four  years  ago  we  were  publishing  the  Good  News  for  the 
Tract  Society.  In  the  spring  of  1861  we  adopted  it  as  a  Book 
Room  publication,  since  which  time  it  has  had  an  increasing  circu- 
lation and  paid  expenses.  No  issue  of  the  Concern  has  met  with 
a  more  hearty  welcome,  or  has  been  more  useful.  Some  50,000 
copies  go  monthly  to  the  army  and  navy.  It  is  a  power  for 
good,  reaching  thousands  who  would  not  read  a  tract  or  listen  to 
a  sermon. 

The   Pacific   Christian   Advocate. 

For  particular  information  concerning  the  success  of  this  paper 
we  refer  you  to  the  quadrennial  report,  which  will  probably  be  pre- 
sented by  the  Publishing  Committee.  The  investment  made  in 
the  purchase  of  the  printing  office,  and  reported  four  years  ago, 
stands  upon  our  books  as  then,  without  alteration.  We  credited 
the  aforesaid  committee  82,000,  ordered  by  the  last  General  Con- 
ference, and  have  since  paid  them  $4,000  to  meet  deficiencies. 
.(See  Journal  of  1860,  p.  434.) 

California  Christian  Advocate. 
The  interests  of  this  paper  too  will  doubtless  be  presented  to 
you  by  the  Publishing  Committee.  The  paper  having  failed  to 
meet  expenses,  we  have  advanced  to  the  said  committee  $4,000, 
under  the  order  of  the  General  Conference  of  1860.  (See  Journal^ 
p.  442.) 

EXHIBIT    FOR    1864. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  property  of  the  Concern 
January  1,  1864 : 

Assets. 

1.  Real  Estate. — House  and  Lot  in  Sixth-street $7,000  00 

Buildings  and  Lots  on  Mulberry  and 

Mott  streets 70,000  00 

Lots  in  San  Francisco 5.000  00 

Other  Real  Estate 1,300  00 

,  $83,300  00 

2.  Cash.— Cash  on  hand.... 6,940  00 

3.  Merchandise. — Bound  Books,  Editors'  Library,  etc.  $90,196  10 

4.  Printing  Office. — Presses,  Type.  Stereotype  Plates, 

Paper,  Steel  Engravings,  etc..   108,540  75 

5.  BiN-DERT.— Sheet-stock,  Tools,  Materials,  etc 119,489  30 

318,226  15 

6.  Notes  and  Book  Accounts. — Due  on  Notes  and  Book 

Accounts $231,342  88 

Deduct  33}  per  cent,  for  bad  debts 77,114  29 

154,228  59 

Total  Assets $562,694  74 
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Liabilities! 

The  Concern  owes  on  Notes $1 6,909  79 

"  "  Accounts 17,900  04 

$34,899  83 


$527,794  91 
To  tliis  should  be  added  $11,894  43  on  account  of  the 
real  estate  in   San   Francisco,   now   estimated   at 
$•10,000 11,894  43 


Making  our  Total  Assets $539,689  34 

But  this  amount,  being  $1,032  46  less  than  the  capital  stock  in 
I860,  you  will  be  misled  in  regard  to  the  success  of  the  business 
during  the  last  four  years,  and  the  relative  value  of  the  property, 
unless  we  bring  to  view  an  important  change  made  in  the  bases 
of  estimation.  Believing  that  the  property  of  all  kinds  was  over- 
estimated, to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Church  in  many  respects,  we 
liave  reduced  the  estimate  as  follows : 

(3n  tlie  Real  Estate,  the  same  or  nearly  so  as  that  reported  four  years 

ago $38,703  53 

On  Machinery,  Tools,  Cuts,  Sheet-stock,  Books,  etc 69,384  23 

Additional  discount  on  dues  to  the  Depositories 18,570  51 


Total  Reduction $126,658  27 

Something  of  the  ratio  of  reduction  may  be  seen  by  comparing 
the  exhibit  presented  four  years  ago  with  the  present  one.  In 
that  the  buildings  and  lots  on  Mulberry  and  Mott  streets  were  put 
at  $101,585  30;  in  this  at  $70,000.  This  change  has  been  made 
purely  from  economical  considerations.  No  serious  damage  can 
accrue  from  an  under-estimate,  but  an  over-estimate  has  led  to 
many  evils,  and  may  lead  to  many  more.  Further  explanations 
will  be  given  if  desired. 


THE    PROFITS   OF  THE    CONCERN. 

The  following  items  will  show  you  the  profits  of  the  ConcCTn 
during  the  last  four  years : 

Amount  added  to  the  capital  stock  of  1860  to  make  up  for  the  reduc- 
tion above  named $125,625  81 

Paid  to  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate, 
as  per  order  of  tlie  General  Conference,  $2,000,  on  old  account, 
and  on  current  expenses,  $4,000 6,000  00 

Paid  tlie  Publishing  Committee  of  the  California  Christian  Advocate, 

as  per  like  order 4,000  00 

Paid  on  account  of  expenses  of  delegates  to  the  last  General  Con- 
ference, $3,717  19,  less  $1,239  06  paid  by  Poe  A  Hitchcock  ..        2,478  13 

Paid  expenses  of  Committee  on  Ritual 178  71 

Paid  dividends  to  the  Conferences  in  1863 19,600  00 

22 
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Paid  on  account  of  salaries  and  traveling  expenses  of  Bishops  and 

allowances  to  widows  of  Bisliops $46,186  69 

Sundry  other  expenses  ordered  by  tlie  General  Conference,  $1,472  29, 

less  amount  paid  by  Foe  &  Hitchcock,  $256  29 1,216  00 

Total $205,285  34 


DIVIDENDS. 

The  policy  of  the  Churcli  to  appropriate  the  profits  of  the  Book 
Concern  to  the  benefit  of  the  traveling,  supernumerary,  superannu- 
ated and  worn-out  preachers,  their  wives,  widows,  and  children, 
was  founded  in  wisdom.  The  Concern  doubtless  owes  much  of  its 
success  to  it.  But  in  consequence  of  the  division  of  the  property 
with  the  Church  South,  dividends  were  suspended  in  1853,  with  the 
assurance  that  they  should  be  restored  so  soon  as  the  Southern 
claims  should  be  discharged.  In  view  of  this  fict,  and  the  im- 
perative obligations  imposed  by  the  Discipline,  we  felt  that  we 
could  do  no  less  than  to  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Book 
Committee,  adopted  in  February,  1863,  upon  which  we  declared  a 
dividend  of  |400  to  each  conference.  Religious  bodies  must  keep 
good  faith  with  all  parties  in  interest  if  they  would  be  trusted. 
Whether  these  dividends  are  of  any  real  advantage  to  the  confer- 
ences or  the  needy  beneficiaries,  and  whether  circumstances  do  not 
demand  a  change  of  the  Discipline  at  this  point,  are  questions 
worthy  of  your  consideration.  But,  as  Agents,  we  had  no  alter- 
native but  to  carry  out  the  settled  policy  and  Discipline  of  the 
Church  as  we  found  them.  We  ought  not,  however,  to  conceal 
the  conviction  that  some  modification  is  necessary.  It  is  difficult 
for  us  to  see  the  authority  for  certain  appropriations  that  have 
been  made.  But  should  no  change  occur  excluding  dividends  to 
the  conferences,  we  submit  to  you  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient 
for  you  to  determine  the  percentage  of  the  profits  hereafter  accru- 
ing that  shall  be  distributed  in  this  way. 

Caelton  &  PoETEE,  Agents. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOOK  COMMITTEE  AT  NEW  YORK. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethrex, — The  Book  Committee  at  New 
York  ask  leave  to  lay  before  you  the  following  report: 

Since  the  last  General  Conference  v.e  have  held  a  meeting  in 
each  year  in  the  month  of  February,  at  which  all  the  members  of 
the  committee  have  been  present,  except  in  a  single  instance  of 
absence  occasioned  by  sickness. 

Careful  investigation  has  satisfied  us  that  the  Agents  in  charge 
of  the  "Concern"  are  interested,  capable,  and  faithful  men.  Each 
successive  year  the  conviction  has  strengthened  that  they  are  the 
"  right  men  in  the  right  place." 

Notwithstanding  the  unhappy  condition  of  the  country,  these 
have  been  four  years  of  prosperity,  which  has  increased  annually, 
enabling  the  Agents  not  only  to  pay  the  balance  of  award  to  the 
Church  South,  together  with  all  the  salaries  and  appropriations 
ordered  by  the  General  Conference,  but  also  to  declare  a  dividend 
of  8400  to  each  of  the  Annual  Conferences  in  18G3,  and  to  make  it 
advisable,  as  we  think,  to  declare  the  same  dividend  in  1 864. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  given  by  the  last  General  Con- 
ference to  the  Book  Agents  and  Book  Committee  "  to  have  the 
accounts  of  the  Book  Concern  audited,"  one  of  the  most  competent 
accountants  in  New  York  was  employed,  to  whose  inspection 
(accompanied  by  one  of  our  number)  said  accounts  in  all  depart- 
ments of  the  "  Concern "  were  submitted  without  reserve ;  and 
■who,  after  a  thorough  investigation,  made  an  able  and  elaborate 
report,  in  Avhich  he  remarks :  "An  examination  such  as  is  proposed 
will  be  of  no  practical  value  unless  it  is  made  thorough  by  tracing 
every  entry  to  its  source."  "  It  is  of  course  impossible  to  say  just 
how  much  time  would  be  needed  to  make  the  examination  ;  but  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  if  the  work  were  performed  by  an 
accountant  sufficiently  master  of  his  business  to  do  it  well,  it  inonld 
he  a  labor  of  months  to  examine  and  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
Concern  for  a  single  year  H  "The  books  of  the  Concern  appear 
to  contain  a  full  record  of  the  business  in  all  its  departments." 
"  As  far  as  my  observation  extended  I  discovered  no  omission  in 
recording  every  fact  that  was  necessary  to  a  perfect  understanding 
of  the  business,  or  to  a  full  statement  of  its  results."  These  opin- 
ions, reached  after  careful  deliberation,  harmonizing  with  the  views 
of  the  Agents  and  the  Committee,  they  deemed  it  inexpedient  and 
needless  to  push  the  investigation  further. 

The  premises  are  becoming  too  restricted  for  the  work,  con- 
stantly increasing  because  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Book  Concern. 
Progress  in  the  same  ratio  will  soon  render  enlargement,  by 
removal  or  otherwise,  necessary. 
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"We  regret  to  learn  that  the  "  Sunday-School  Teachers'  Journal  '* 
is  published  at  a  small  loss ;  but  as  it  is  a  requisite  in  our  economy 
we  think  it  should  be  continued. 

A  comparison  of  the  Exhibits  made  by  the  Agents  in  1860  and 
1864  shows  only  about  $25,000  more  assets  in  the  latter  year  than 
in  the  former.  This  showing,  whi(;h  may  mislead,  and  which  will 
be  fully  explained  in  the  forthcoming  Quadrennial  Report  of  the 
Agents,  arises  from  the  fact  that  a  large  share  of  the  profits  have 
been  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  estimated  value  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  "  Concern." 

We  think  it  due  to  the  Agents  in  charge  of  the  Depositories  to 
say  that  by  their  prudent  and  skillful  management  they  have  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  prosperity  of  our  publishing  interests. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  deems  it  both  a  duty  and  a  pleas- 
ure to  express  their  gratification  in  view  of  the  undisturbed  har- 
mony which  has  pervaded  all  their  meetings,  and  all  their  interviews 
with  the  Agents  and  Editors ;  and  their  belief  that  their  joint 
labors  have  been  promotive  of  the  interests  of  this  great  publishing 
agency  of  the  Church. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Geoege  Peck,  Wyoming  Conference. 

C.  B.  TippETT,  East  Baltimore  Conference. 

Gardner  Baker,  Black  River  Conference. 

W.  H.  PiLSBURT,  East  Maine  Conference. 

John  Coil,  Pittsburgh  Conference. 

M.  D'C.  Crawford,  New  York  Conference. 

S.  Y.  Monroe,  Ifew  Jersey  Conference. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  AGENTS   OF  THE  WESTERN  BOOK 

CONCERN. 

To  THE  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church,  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

Dear  Brethren, — In  presenting  our  report  of  the  condition  of 
the  Western  Book  Concern,  and  its  management  for  the  last  four 
years,  we  feel  that  we  have  special  reasons  for  gratitude  to  God  for 
his  providential  care.  * 

Our  situation  during  the  strife  that  has  agitated  our  country  has 
been  somewhat  critical.  Our  city  has  been  threatened,  and  bus- 
iness greatly  interrupted,  and  at  times  entirely  suspended  by  the 
military  authorities.  Notwithstanding  this,  we  have  suffered  no 
serious  interruption  in  our  business. 

Our  sales  for  four  years  ending  January  31,  1864,  have  been  aa 
follows : 
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Books  and  Periodicals  in  Cincinnati $t83,059  65 

Books  and  Periodicals  in  Chicago 465,739  40 

Periodical  Sales  in  St  Louis 38,895  31 

Total $1,287,694  36 

Total  sales  of  Books  and  Periodicals  for  the  four  years  ending  Jan- 
uary 31,  1860.  1,127,851  00 

Showing  an  increase  of  Sales  for  the  last  four  years  over  the  four 

preceding  of $159,843  36 

The  present  circulation  of  our  periodicals  is  as  follows : 

Ladies'  Repository 33,500 

Western  Christian  Advocate 33,787 

Northwestera  Christian  Advocate 25,000 

Christian  Apologist 20,000 

Central  Christian  Advocate 8,204 

Quarterly  Review 1,008 

Sunday-School  Advocate 120,000 

Missionary  Advocate 22,868 

Good  News 15,000 

Sunday-School  Teachers'"  Journal 3.343 

Sunday-School  BeU 13,273 

The  circulation  of  our  periodieais  was  lessened  a  little  during  the 
first  year  of  the  war,  but  is  now  greater  than  four  years  ago. 
Our  greatest  gain  has  been  on  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advo- 
cate, and  the  Christian  Ajx>logist;  the  circulation  of  the  former  hav- 
ing inci«ased  over  eleven  thou^nd,  and  the  latter  nearly  the  same. 

Owing  to  the  large  advance  in  the  cost  of  stock,  we  found  it 
necessary  to  increase  the  price  of  our  books  and  periodicals.  The 
increase,  however,  has  not  been  in  proportion  to  the  advance  in 
material;  hence  our  profits  on  our  regular  trade  have  not  been  pro- 
portionate to  the  increase  of  our  business.  Though  our  net  profits 
are  a  little  more  for  the  term  just  closed  than  during  the  preceding 
one,  considerable  of  this  amount  has  been  received  for  advertising. 

Our  Exhibit  for  November  30,  1863,  shows  our  condition  at 
that  time  as  follows: 

Resources. 

Books,  bound  *nd  in  sheets,  Stitionery,  etc., 

in  Cincinnati ." $67,731  26 

Books,  bound  and  in  slieets,  Statiouery,  eta, 

in  Chicago 16,994  14 

$84,725  40 

Presses,  Plates,  Type,  Printimg  Paper,  etc, 

in  Cincinnati $48,004  74 

Presses,  Plates,  Type,  Printing  Paper,  etc., 

in  Chicago 1L,014  25 

59,018  99 

Materials  and  Tools  in   Bindery  in   Cin- 
cinnati   6,114  57 

Editors'  Library  and  Furniture  in  Offices 

in  Cincinnati $800  00 

Store  Fixtures  and  Furniture  in  Offices  in 

Chicago 925  00 

1,725  00 

$151,583  96 
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Notes  and  Accounts  in  Cincinnati $61,001  82 

Notes  and  Accounts  in  Chicago 53,674  28 

$114,682  10 

Deduct  20  per  cent,  for  probable  losses  22,936  42 

$91,745  68 

Real  Estate  in  Cincinnati $75,000  00 

Real  Estate  in  Chicago 29,246  37 

104,246  37 

Hamilton  County  Bonds  and  Stock  in  Cincinnati  Fuel 

Compan}' 1,500  00 

Cash  and  Drafts  in  Cincinnati $14,343  67 

Cash  and  Drafts  in  Chicago 10,638  37 

24,982  04 

Books,  Type,  and  Accounts  in  St.  Louis 6,053  83 

t  $380,111  88 

Liabilities. 

Notes  and  Accounts  in  Cincinnati  and  Chicago $82,791  08 

Net  Capital,  November  30,  1863 . . , $297,320  80 

Deduct  Capital,  November  30,  1862 263,112  24 

Profits  for  year  ending  November  30,  1863 $34,208  56 

Our  net  profits,  after  deducting  $18,417  42,  the  amount  paid 
out  by  order  of  the  General  Conference,  have  been  as  follows : 

For  the  year  ending  November  30,  1860 $16,384  75 

For  the  year  ending  November  30,  1861 5,955  44 

For  the  year  ending  November  30,  1862 18,459  22 

For  the  year  ending  November  30,  1863 34,208  56 

Total  net  profits  for  the  last  four  years $75,007  97 

riVIPROVEIVIENTS. 

During  the  present  term  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  make 
some  improvements  both  at  Cincinnati  and  Chicago. 

The  last  General  Conference  instructed  us  to  give  more  attention 
to  the  retail  trade.  We  have  endeavored  to  comply  with  this 
direction  ;  in  doing  which  we  found  it  necessary  to  improve  the 
front  of  our  store  in  Cincinnati,  so  as  to  indicate  more  fully  to 
•  those  outside  the  character  of  our  business ;  the  cost  of  which, 
however,  was  only  about  $500.  This,  together  with  increasing 
the  variety  of  our  stock,  has  increased  our  retail  trade  more  than 
threefold  at  Cincinnati,  and  there  has  also  been  a  large  increase  in 
the  retail  trade  at  Chicago. 

"We  were  obliged  to  procure  also,  at  Cincinnati,  a  double  cylin- 
der printing-press  for  the  Advocate  and  Apologist,  as  it  was  not 
possible  to  print  both  on  a  single  cylinder.  In  doing  this,  we 
purchased  one  of  sufficient  size  to  print  a  paper  as  large  as  will 
probably  ever  be  advisable  to  publish  by  the  Concern;  this  cost 
us,  put  up  in  Cincinnati,  $4,400. 

We  found  our  engine  and  boilers  also  too  small  for  the  increased 
business  of  our  printing  office  and  other  machinery,  and  were  under 
the  necessity  of  replacing  them  by  larger  ones. 
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These  improvements  cost  us  when  finished,  including  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  room  in  which  our  engine  and  boilers  stand,  about 
14,000. 

CHICAGO  DEPOSITORY, 

We  found  it  important,  also,  to  provide  for  printing  our  own 
paper  at  Chicago.  Our  Depository  there  had  suffered  great  incon- 
venience in  sending  out  the  North-Western  Christian  Advocate 
to  be  printed  by  other  establishments.  Supposing  it  to  be  desir- 
able that  the  size  and  quality  of  our  papers  should  be  alike,  as  soon 
as  the  subscription  list  would  warrant  it  we  purchased  the  same 
kind  of  a  press  for  Chicago  as  the  one  we  use  in  Cincinnati.  We 
were  the  more  ready  to  do  this,  as  it  was  aj^parent  that  the  surplus 
time  of  the  press  not  needed  to  print  the  North-Western  Advocate 
could  be  profitably  employed  in  printing  for  other  parties. 

We  also  purchased  and  put  up  at  Chicago  a  first-class  four- 
roller  Adams  press,  on  which  to  print  the  Sunday-School  Advocate 
sent  out  from  that  place. 

Our  subscription  list  was  greater  than  we  could  print  on  one 
press,  and  we  had  but  one  suitable  for  that  class  of  work  in  Cin- 
cinnati, and  no  room  for  another.  We  could  not  displace  one  of 
our  book  presses,  as  we  have  more  work  for  them  than  we  can  do, 
being  obliged  to  send  some  of  our  work  out  to  be  printed.  We 
found,  also,  that  Ave  could  make  a  saving  by  doing  the  printing  of 
the  Sunday-School  Advocate  in  Chicago,  by  avoiding  the  expense 
of  sending  to  that  place  sixty  thousand  copies  by  express  from 
Cincinnati — the  duplicating  and  sending  the  plates  costing  much 
less  than  to  express  the  papers. 

We  therefore  erected  a  building  on  the  rear  of  our  lot  in  Chicago 
suitable  for  engine  and  boiler,  and  storage  room  for  fuel  in  tlie 
basement,  a  press  room  on  the  floor  above,  and  a  composing  room, 
drying  room,  and  mailing  room  above  the  press  room.  The  build- 
ing consists  of  three  stories  besides  the  basement,  and  is  68  by  20 
feet,  costing,  including  engine,  boilers,  and  apparatus  for  warming 
the  building  by  steam,  §15,000. 

We  also  made  arrangements  for  warming  our  main  building  by 
steam,  and  made  some  repairs  needed  to  put  our  jjroperty  there  in 
good  condition.  We  have  now  made  all  the  ground  we  own  avail- 
able, and  have  the  Chicago  Depository  in  excellent  order  for  doing 
all  the  business  at  present  demanded  at  that  place.  As  evidence 
that  our  outlay  has  not  been  premature,  we  would  state  that  the 
sales  of  books  and  periodicals  at  Chicago  during  our  present  term 
have  increased  over  the  previous  term  nearly  $100,000. 

CENTRAL  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE. 

In  consequence  of  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  in  Missouri,  the 
circulation  of  the  Central  Christian  Advocate  was  for  a  time  greatly 
diminished.  We  therefore  found  it  necessary  to  diminish  the  size 
of  the  paper  to  keep  our  loss  within  the  four  thousand  dollars,  as 
directed  by  the  last  General  Conference. 
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At  the  present  prices  of  paper  we  save  on  that  article  alone,  by 
the  reduction  in  size,  on  our  present  circulation,  nearly  $2,000  a  year. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Agents,  and  of  the  Book  Committee, 
that  the  causes  which  were  temporarily  reducing  its  circulation  were 
rendering  its  continuance  the  more  necessary.  We  therefore  felt 
called  upon  to  make  such  a  change  in  the  expenses  of  the  paper  as 
would  enable  us  to  continue  it,  if  possible,  till  the  session  of  this 
General  Conference. 

During  the  fall  of  1862  the  editor.  Dr.  Elliott,  declared  his  inten- 
tions to  receive  no  more  salary  for  editing  it  after  January  1, 1863, 
till  the  General  Conference  should  meet.  He  made  this  declaration 
to  the  Conferences,  and  through  his  paper,  without  consulting  us, 
and  we  were  satisfied  that  the  other  expenses  of  the  paper  could  be 
kept  nearly  within  the  limits  fixed  by  the  General  Conference ;  that 
is,  including  the  present  year  as  one  of  the  four  for  which  the  present 
Agents  were  responsible,  which  we  conceive  to  be  the  design  of 
the  action  had  four  years  ago,  as  the  volume  then  being  issued  was 
arranged  for  before  we  had  the  matter  in  charge. 

We  find  the  loss  sustained,  as  near  as  we  can  estimate,  for  the 
three  years  ending  in  December  last,  was  $3,973  61.  And  should 
the  loss  on  the  current  year  be  no  greater  than  in  1863,  our  loss 
for  the  four  years  ending  in  December  next  will  be  about  $4,700. 
This,  however,  does  not  embrace  the  salary  of  the  editor  since  Jan- 
uary 1,  1863,  and  remaining  unpaid.  In  view  of  the  importance 
of  the  enterprise,  and  the  circumstances  that  surrounded  the  editor 
at  that  time,  we  need  hardly  say  to  the  Conference  that  we  deem 
it  an  imperative  duty  for  this  body  to  authorize  the  Agents  to  pay 
the  arrears  due  to  Dr.  Elliott. 

The  prospects  now  opening  up  for  our  success  in  the  South-West 
fully  justify  the  expenditures  we  have  been  obliged  to  make  to 
maintain  our  ground  in  Missouri. 

DEPOSITORY   IN   ST.    LOUIS. 

We  have  not  felt  authorized,  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of 
affairs  in  Missouri,  to  establish  a  general  depository  of  books  in  St. 
Louis.  We  have  continued  to  keep  a  depository  of  Sunday-school 
books,  and  have  filled  such  orders  as  our  agent  there  has  sent  us 
to  supply  the  immediate  demand.  We  think,  however,  the  time 
has  come  when  something  more  may  be  safely  done  to  supply  that 
region  with  our  books. 

But  we  think  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  success  that  a  location 
should  be  selected  favorable  to  a  retail  trade,  and  a  judicious  selec- 
tion be  made  of  stationery  and  such  books  outside  of  our  publica- 
tions as  will  be  adapted  to  the  retail  trade  of  the  city,  keeping  a 
supply  of  our  own  books  for  such  as  may  find  it  more  convenient 
to  order  from  St.  Louis  than  from  Cincinnati  or  Chicago.  It  is 
our  judgment,  however,  that  the  success  of  the  enterprise  will  de- 
pend greatly  on  the  amount  of  city  and  miscellaneous  retail  trade 
that  we  may  be  able  to  command. 
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DIVIDENDS   TO   THE   CONFERENCES. 

During  the  past  term  no  dividends  have  been  given  by  us  to  the 
Annual  Conferences.  This  subject  has  been  carefully  considered 
by  the  Agents  and  the  Book  Committee. 

In  applying  the  profits  of  the  Concern  to  the  extension  of  our 
business,  we  think  we  have  carried  out  the  letter  and  intent  of  the 
Discipline ;  also  the  expressed  desire  of  the  General  Conference. 
The  Discipline  directs  that  "the  profits  arising  from  the  Book 
Concern,  after  a  sufficient  capital  to  c<irry  on  the  business  is 
retained,  shall  be  regularly  applied  to  the  support  of  the  deficient 
traveling  preachers  and  their  families,  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
preachers,"  etc.  And  the  General  Conference  has  left  the  Agents 
to  judge  of  the  amount  needed  to  carry  on  the  business.  We 
suppose,  however,  that  the  Agents  should  have  constantly  in  view 
the  original  object  of  the  Book  Concern;  that  is,  the  circulation  of 
religious  literature.  It  is  evident  that  the  fathers,  in  establishing 
our  publishing  house,  had  this  great  work  in  view  as  the  primary 
object  of  the  Concern,  while  dividends  were  only  an  incidental 
result.  It  was  seen  that  in  the  judicious  management  of  so  large  a 
business  a  surplus  of  capital  would  naturally  accumulate  iu  time, 
and  hence  some  disposition  should  be  made  of  it  in  harmony  with 
the  genius  of  our  economy. 

To  limit  the  amount  of  capital  that  the  Agents  should  retain 
would  be  to  stop  all  growth  or  expansion  of  our  publishing  inter- 
ests. This  amount  can  only  be  fixed  by  a  careful  consideration  of 
the  demands  of  the  Church  and  the  country  for  our  books  and 
periodicals.  One  thing  we  think  will  be  granted  by  all,  that  the 
Agents  should  not  be  required  to  borrow  money  to  pay  dividends, 
and  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  General  Conference  that 
the  life  and  safety  of  the  Concern  should  be  endangered  by  doing 
so.  The  question,  then,  that  the  Agents  have  felt  called  upon  to 
settle,  is  simply  the  expansion  in  our  business  on  the  one  hand,  so 
as  to  meet  the  pressing  wants  of  our  Church,  or,  on  the  other,  to 
let  these  Avants  go  unsupplied,  and  donate  the  accumulation  of 
profits  to  the  conferences. 

It  has  been  our  settled  conviction  that  it  was  our  duty,  having 
charge  of  this  important  department  of  our  Church  interests,  to 
provide  reading  for  our  people.  Our  attention  has  been  given  more 
especially  to  the  preparation  of  books  adapted  to  the  adult  portion 
of  our  community.  Our  Sunday-school  library  is  large  and  useful, 
and  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed.  And 
our  theological  works,  also,  furnish  useful  and  instructive  denom- 
inational literature,  and  yet  these  need  to  be  increased.  But  thei'e 
is  a  great  want  of  miscellaneous  useful  books,  such  as  will  be 
called  for  by  the  officers  and  teachers  in  our  Sunday-schools  and 
the  families  of  our  congregations.  Scarcely  a  day  passes  but  such 
books  are  inquired  for  at  our  counter  by  those  who  have  access  to 
our  Sunday-school  libraries,  but  fail  to  find  in  them  the  reading 
adapted  to  their  wants.     To  prepare  for  meeting  this  want   has 
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been  one  of  our  fixed  purposes  during  the,  terra  just  closed  ;  still  we 
have  done  but  little  more  than  to  commence  the  work.  Owing  to 
the  heavy  drain  upon  the  Concern  during  the  four  years  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  present  term,  in  paying  the  claims  of  the 
Church  South,  and  other  claims  and  losses,  by  order  of  the  General 
Conference,  amounting  in  all  to  $156,311  87,  we  found,  as  might 
be  expected,  the  available  capital  of  the  Concern  altogether  insuf- 
ficient to  meet  the  wants  of  the  growing  business  forcing  itself 
upon  our  hands.  Hence,  during  the  first  four  months  of  our  pres- 
ent term  we  were  obliged  to  borrow  from  bank  forty  thousand 
dollars  to  carry  on  our  ordinary  business  till  the  session  of  our 
fall  Conferences.  Of  course,  our  first  object  was  to  secure  an 
active  capital  sufficient  for  our  ordinary  business,  so  as,  if  possible, 
to  avoid  the  recurrence  of  a  similar  necessity.  This,  in  view  of  the 
condition  of  the  country,  required  nearly  the  first  two  years  of  the' 
term  just  closed.  And  in  such  enlargement  of  our  business  as  we 
have  ventured  upon  we  have  not  exceeded  our  available  means,  so 
as  to  require  us  to  resort  to  borrowing  money. 

During  the  last  year  we  have  ventured  to  invest  a  portion  of 
our  profits  in  adding  a  few  volumes  to  our  general  catalogue. 
The  whole  number  of  books  added  to  our  list  during  the  past  four 
years  is,  in  German,  including  Sunday-school  books,  82,  and  in 
English,  26.  The  most  of  the  English  publications  have  been 
issued  during  the  past  year.  A  second  edition  of  several  of  these 
has  already  been  printed. 

Our  facilities  for  printing  at  Cincinnati  need  to  be  increased. 
We  have  not  presses  sufficient  to  do  the  work  required  of  us.  To 
accomplish  this  it  will  be  necessary  to  replace  our  present  printing 
office  with  a  new  one.  The  building  now  used  for  a  printing  office 
has  stood  about  twenty-seven  years,  and  is  badly  constructed  in 
reference  to  light  and  ventilation,  and  is  also  quite  too  small  for 
our  increased  business,  and  also  must  require  considerable  outlay 
for  repairs  if  used  much  longer.  Our  editors'  offices,  also,  are 
inconvenient  and  uncomfortable.  These  offices  are  in  the  building 
once  occupied  by  the  Governor  of  the  North-western  Territory, 
and  have  been  used  without  essential  improvements  being  made 
since  first  erected,  something  over  sixty  years  ago.  They  have 
also  been  obstructed  by  the  erection  of  stores  in  front,  and  manu- 
facturing establishments  by  the  side.  Our  Book  Committee  care- 
fully examined  our  buildings,  and  unanimously  recommended  the 
erection  of  a  new  building  for  a  printing-office,  and  such  other  offices 
as  might  be  needed,  at  the  earliest  convenient  period. 

We  have  ground  enough  and  an  excellent  location  for  just  such 
a  building  as  we  need,  and  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  wisdom 
to  erect,  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  such  a  building  as  the 
wants  of  the  Concern  require.  We  therefore  judge  that  it  may  be 
some  time  before  the  Agents  may  see  their  way  clear  to  pay  a  div- 
idend to  the  Conferences  without  materially  lessening  the  useful- 
ness of  the  Concern. 

It  is  evident  that  there  must  be  a  very  great  increase  in  the  de- 
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mand  on  us  for  books.  The  natural  growth  of  the  "West,  and  the 
increased  attention  now  being  given  to  the  subject  of  useful  read- 
ing matter  for  adults  connected  with  our  Sunday-schools  and 
congregations,  would  of  itself  cause  such  an  increase. 

The  probable  opening  up  to  us  again  the  trade  of  the  South  and 
South-west  will,  in  that  event,  add  largely  to  our  business  in  a 
short  time. 

Fi'om  our  position,  the  country  in  the  Lower  Mississippi  valley 
will  naturally  seek  its  supply  from  us  either  at  Cincinnati  or  St. 
Louis,  and  sound  business  policy  would,  dictate  the  publishing  in 
Cincinnati  as  extensively  as  our  means  Avill  allo\v. 

We  therefore  think  that  the  subject  of  dividends  for  the  future 
should  be  left  discretionary  with  the  Agents,  as  it  has  been  in  the 
past,  feeling  assured  that  any  temporary  delay  in  this  matter  is 
more  than  compensated  by  the  increased  ability  of  the  Book  Con- 
cern to  accomplish  the  legitimate  work  for  which  it  was  established. 

It  is  hardly  necessary,  as  an  additional  reason  for  leaving  the 
Agents  'Some  discretionary  power,  to  remind  this  body  of  experi- 
enced men  of  the  inflated  condition  of  the  currency  of  our  country. 
While  our  financial  condition  appears  hopeful  and  flattering,  pru- 
dence admonishes  us  to  prepare  for  a  crisis  that  must  necessarily 
follow  with  the  reaction  sure  to  take  place  at  some  j^eriod  not  very 
remote.  We  think  too  much  care  cannot  be  exercised  by  this  body  to 
avoid  such  drafts  upon  the  Book  Concern  for  the  next  term  as  might 
prove  a  source  of  serious  embarrassment.  We  deeply  feel  that  this 
is  no  time  to  diminish  the  available  capital  of  our  Book  Concern. 

UNIFORM    DISCOUNT   ON    BOOKS. 

We  think  the  subject  of  uniform  discounts  on  our  books  demands 
the  attention  of  the  General  Conference.  We  deem  it  important 
that  there  should  be  uniformity  in  the  price  of  our  books,  whether 
bought  at  New  York,  or  Cincinnati,  or  either  of  the  depositories 
established  by  order  of  the  General  Conference,  We  regard  this 
as  essential  to  secure  the  confidence  of  our  ministry  and  people,  and 
of  those  of  the  general  trade  w^ho  deal  with  us.  By  establishing 
this  rule,  the  natural  laws  of  trade  will  give  to  each  point  selected 
as  a  depository  of  our  books  the  trade  to  which  it  is  justly  entitled. 

Our  general  trade  with  book-dealers  is  constantly  increasing ;  and 
as  our  ministers  on  stations  find  their  duties  to  multiply  on  their 
hands,  and  their  facilities  for  selling  books  diminished,  there  is  a 
natural  tendency  to  give  up  this  branch  of  business  to  book-dealers. 

The  Western  Agents  are  much  better  situated  to  reach  dealers 
in  the  West,  and  to  judge  of  their  responsibility,  than  the  Agents 
at  New  York  can  be  ;  and  so  of  the  New  York  Agents  in  reference 
to  the  East.  Hence  the  importance  of  such  regulations  by  the 
General  Conference  as  will  protect  each  branch  of  the  Concern  in 
this  legitimate  part  of  its  trade. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  our  depositories.  It  would  ruin  the 
business  of  these  depositories  to  fill  the  bookstores  in  their  vicin- 
ity with  our  books  on  the  same  terms  as  we  supply  them,  or  at  so 
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nearly  the  same  rates  as  to  necessarily  limit  their  sales  to  a  local 
retail  trade. 

The  principle  should  be  established  that  our  publishing  houses 
and  our  depositories  are  the  only  places  where  application  should 
be  made  for  our  books  at  wholesale  rates ;  and  parties  applying  to 
any  one  of  these  should  feel  assured  that  they  will  be  supplied  on  the 
same  terms  as  at  any  other  point.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state 
that  this  principle  is  adopted  by  all  manufacturing  parties  who  es- 
tablish agencies  for  the  better  accommodation  of  their  customers. 

When  the  Western  Book  Concern  was  first  established  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  western  portion  of  our  Church,  the  General 
Conference  required  the  Agents  at  New  York  to  furnish  books  to 
Cincinnati  at  cost,  and  the  Discipline  stood  thus  till  1844.  At  that 
time,  in  arranging  the  rates  of  discount,  the  Discipline  fixed  the 
discount  to  be  given  to  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati  at  ten  per  cent, 
greater  than  the  lowest  wholesale  rates  to  any  other  parties,  justly 
supposing  that  this  difference  of  ten  per  cent,  was  necessary  to  cover 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  selling,  and  the  risks  that  are  always  una- 
voidable in  a  general  trade. 

There  can  be  no  possibility  of  a  loss  to  the  Concern  by  simply 
transferring  these  books  from  New  York  to  Cincinnati,  or  from 
Cincinnati  to  New  York,  as  each  Concern  is  equally  solvent.  And 
the  same  may  be  said  of  books  sent  to  either  of  the  depositories, 
as  in  either  case  the  Concern  is  responsible  for  the  debts  its  depos- 
itories may  contract.  Hence  this  transfer  has  never  been  regarded 
as  subject  to  the  risks  or  involving  the  principle  of  ordinary  trade. 
And  we  regard  it  as  very  important  for  the  welfare  of  our  publish- 
ing interests  that  this  unity  of  interest  should  be  had  in  view  in  all 
our  legislation  upon  the  subject,  and  that  it  should  be  strictly 
observed  by  those  to  whom  its  management  is  intrusted. 

We  look  upon  this  as  essential,  in  view  of  our  peculiar  connec- 
tional  principle  as  a  denomination.  In  all  our  organization  we 
know  no  local  barriers.  In  reality,  the  Church  in  her  general 
Buperintendency,  her  missions,  her  tract  and  Sunday-school  move- 
ments, knows  no  sectional  interests,  and  enters  into  the  work  of 
promoting  the  general  welfare  of  the  whole  Church,  without  any 
reference  to  the  question  of  East  or  West,  North  or  South.  And 
any  tendency  in  the  management  of  our  great  publishing  interests 
conflicting  with  this  principle,  and  tending  to  disturb  this  general 
harmony  of  feeling  or  action,  should  be  timely  discountenanced. 

We  think  this  important,  also,  in  reference  to  a  sound  business 
policy.  In  this  light  we  wish  to  be  understood  as  referring  both 
to  the  most  extensive  circulation  of  our  books  and  the  ultimate 
profits  resulting  to  the  Church  from  their  sale. 

In  reference  to  the  circulation  of  our  literature,  it  is  evident  that 
we  must,  for  a  long  time  to  come,  depend  mainly  upon  our  preach- 
ers. They  circulate  our  books  not  for  the  money  they  realize,  but 
from  a  conviction  of  their  usefulness  to  our  people  and  their  influ- 
ence upon  their  congregations.  This  motive  is  necessary  to  stimu- 
late the  minister  to  this  important  work.     But  even  ministers  are 
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men ;  and  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  a  minister,  who  has  a  right  to 
consider  himself  as  one  of  the  proprietors  of  our  pubhshing  houses, 
would  feel  his  responsibilities  lessened  if  we,  as  Agents,  should  sell 
our  books  to  some  one  right  by  his  side  on  much  better  terms  than 
we  would  sell  to  him,  and  that,  too,  when  he  has  advanced  to  us  the 
money,  and  taken  risks  outside  of  his  profession  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Concern  and  the  good  of  the  Church,  It  is,  therefore,  a  dan- 
gerous experiment  to  diminish  the  zeal  and  interest  of  our  preachers 
in  the  sale  of  our  books.  Should  their  effort  be  lessened,  it  would 
be  felt  essentially  in  its  influence  on  our  sales. 

And  what  we  have  said  of  ministers  as  agents  acting  for  the  Con- 
cern in  general,  is  true  of  each  department  acting  as  agent  for  the 
other  in  the  sale  of  our  books,  whether  we  refer  to  either  branch 
of  the  Concern  or  to  our  Depositories.  Take,  as  an  example,  the 
attention  given  to  the  New  York  publications  by  the  Western  Book 
Concern  for  the  last  four  years.  These  publications  have  been 
largely  noticed  and  freely  advertised  in  every  paper  under  our  con- 
trol, considerable  space  being  devoted  to  them  each  week  by  our 
issues  in  Cincinnati,  Chicago,  and  St.  Louis. 

As  a  result,  we  have  purchased  of  the  Agents  at  New  York, 
during  the  last  four  years,  books  amounting  to  nearly  $200,000, 
which  we  have  sold  to  our  customers  in  the  West.  And  yet  should 
parties  within  our  bounds,  buying  only  a  few  hundred  dollars' 
w^orth,  be  furnished  by  the  New  York  Agents,  either  at  the  same 
discount  they  have  sold  to  us,  or  so  near  the  same  as  to  render  it 
impossible  for  us  to  supply  them  at  New  York  rates,  would  not  the 
tendency  be  to  diminish,  rather  than  increase,  the  New  York  sales  ? 

While  the  number  of  customers  actually  induced  to  buy  at  New 
York  would  be  very  few,  others  would  become  dissatisfied  with 
paying  us  more  for  the  same  books  than  was  paid  by  their  neigh- 
bors, and  consequently  abandon  the  trade. 

It  is  easy,  in  our  judgment,  to  see  that  this  practice,  adopted,  will 
tend  to  diminish  rather  than  increase  the  sale  of  our  books  in  the 
West.  The  interest  felt  in  advertising  the  New  York  publications 
in  our  Western  papers  will  naturally  be  diminished,  and  the  vigor- 
ous exertions  necessary  to  push  their  sales  will  be  lessened,  and,  as 
a  result,  the  general  circulation  of  the  New  York  publications 
would  fall  ofl".  Notwithstanding  the  addition  of  a  few  to  the  Ust 
of  those  who  would  purchase  directly  from  New  York,  the  sales  to 
our  Western  Concern  and  depositories  would  necessarily  be  lessened. 
Hence  there  would  not  only  be  a  falling  off  in  the  actual  sales  of 
our  books,  but  also  the  profits  would  be  given  to  outside  dealers 
rather  than  to  our  own  depositories.  We  do  not  see  how  this 
danger  can  be  avoided,  only  by  fixing  the  rule,  and  requiring  it  to 
be  observed  by  all  parties,  that  the  publishers  shall  give  to  the 
other  Concern,  and  to  all  our  depositories,  ten  per  cent,  greater 
discount  than  to  any  otlier  purchasers,  assuming,  as  it  seems  to  us  the 
General  Conference  always  has,  that  this  is  the  least  possible  mar- 
gin that  will  justify  the  ordinary  expenses  and  risks  connected  with 
the  management  of  our  business. 
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By  doing  this  the  business  and  policy  of  the  Church  in  her  pub- 
lishing interests  becomes  settled  in  harmony  with  the  general  unity 
of  our  other  great  Church  enterprises ;  and  having  no  tendencies 
to  sectionalism,  the  business  would  be  expanded  in  accordance  with 
the  general  laws  of  trade. 

We  therefore  ask  the  attention  of  the  General  Conference  to  it, 
confident  that  such  deliberation  will  be  productive  of  the  unity  of 
our  publishing  interests,  and  thus  tend  greatly  to  strengthen  this 
ioiportant  agency  of  the  Church. 

PoE  &  Hitchcock,  Agents. 

Cincinnati,  April  18,  1864. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOOK  COMMITTEE   OF  THE  WEST- 
ERN IJOOK  CONCERN. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren, — The  undersigned,  Book  Com- 
mittee of  the  Western  Book  Concern,  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  held  annual  meetings  in  the  February  of  each  year,  and  have 
given  careful  attention  to  the  interests  committed  to  our  watchcare, 
and  are  prepared  to  say  that  the  Agents  have,  with  fidelity  and 
becoming  assiduity,  performed  their  duties.  They  will  give  you, 
in  their  Exhibit,  a  detailed  account  of  their  sales,  resources,  liabili- 
ties, losses,  and  profits.  By  the  blessing  of  God,  a  good  degree  of 
success  it  will  be  seen  has  crowned  their  labors.  With  the  advice 
of  the  Committee,  important  and  necessary  improvements  have 
been  made  to  the  buildings  in  Chicago,  so  as  to  introduce  two 
presses  to  be  employed  by  that  branch  of  the  Concern.  This  was 
deemed  imperiously  necessary. 

At  the  earnest  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  the  Agents 
have  been  increasing  the  publications  of  the  Western  Book  Con- 
cern by  adding  to  the  works  on  the  general  catalogue.  In  view  of 
the  use  of  capital  necessary  for  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  Com- 
mittee relative  to  improvements  at  Chicago,  and  the  increase  of 
our  publications,  the  Committee  have  not  seen  their  way  clear  to 
advise  any  dividends  for  the  Annual  Conferences.  And  in  view  of 
improvements  that  must  be  made  in  order  to  cai-ry  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Western  Book  Concern,  and  the  means  that  must  be 
employed  in  meeting  the  wants  of  the  South-west  by  an  investment 
in  St.  Louis,  the  Committee  cannot  see  its  way  clear  to  advise  that 
a  dividend  can  now  be  declared  by  the  Concern. 

The  Central  Christian  Advocate  has  been  continued  by  the 
Agents,  although  they  have  been  compelled,  by  circumstances  not 
anticipated  by  the  last  General  Conference,  to  exceed  the  amount 
for  its  support  authorized  by  that  body.  I3ut  we  heartily  indorse 
the  action  of  the  Agents  in  the  continuance  of  the  Central.  The 
necessity  of  a  paper  at  that  point  we  need  not  argue  now ;  it  is 
patent  to  all. 
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The  "Western  Book  Committee  desire  respectfully  to  represent 
that  Dr.  Elliott,  editor  of  the  Central  Christian  Advocate,  in  order 
to  maintain  the  publication  of  that  paper  durin<i^  the  perils  of  its 
recent  history,  relinquished  a  portion  of  his  salary  amounting  to 
three  thousand  dollars  ;  and  believing  that  if  the  General  Confer- 
ence, at  its  last  session,  had  anticipated  the  occurrences  that  have 
since  its  session  transpired,  would  have  made  provision  for  the 
maintenance  of  this  paper,  would  ask  the  General  Conference  to 
refund  to  Dr.  C.  Elliott  the  amount  he  has  so  generously  relin- 
quished. 

The  papers  published  at  Cincinnati  and  Chicago  are  receiving 
merited  patronage,  and  are  well  sustained.  The  Repository  retains 
its  deserved  popularity,  and  its  circulation  is  still  steadily  increas- 
ing. The  Apologist  maintains  its  influence  and  usefulness,  and  its 
circulation  is  still  enlarging. 

One  of  our  number,  the  Rev.  John  T.  Mitchell,  of  the  Cincinnati 
Conference,  has  been  removed  by  death.  His  loss  we  lament,  but 
his  labors  and  memory  are  still  with  us.  His  place  has  been  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  Rev.  William  Young,  of  the  Cincinnati  Con- 
ference, whose  name  is  appended  to  this  report,  and  who  is  also  a 
member  of  the  General  Conference. 

/  Joseph  M.  Teimble, 

Thos.  E.  Coekhill, 
Samuel  Huffman, 
William  Young, 
Orange  V.  Lemon, 
Elnathan  C.  Gavitt, 
John  Kiger, 
W.  E.  Bigelow, 
R.  Haney. 
Cincinnati,  Omo,  February  11,  1864. 


Cp  v.— Journal,  page  100. 

FINANCIAL  EXHIBIT    OF    THE    PITTSBLTIGH   CHRIS- 
TIAN ADVOCATE. 

The  financial  exhibit  for  the  quadrennial  period  now  closed  is  as 
follows: 

Receipts.  Expenses. 

I860  $9,813  99  $9,000  49 

1861 .^ 7,764  43  8,015  13 

1862  6,662  75  7,134  94 

1863 11,129  51  10,188  43 

Total $.$5,370  68     $34,338  99 

34,338  99 

Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures     $1,031  69 
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Amotiff  the  items  of  expense  is  one  relating  to  "Dick's  Address- 
ing Machine "  and  the  cost  of  a  font  of  old  type,  amounting  to 
$557  54.  This  is  stock  put  into  the  office,  and  if  added  to  the 
excess  of  receipts  above  expenses  will  make  the  whole  net  gain  of 
the  four  years  |l,589  23. 

We  have  to  report  an  equally  fine  improvement  in  the  list  of 
subscribers.  Early  in  the  quadrennial  period  the  list  fell  off.  This 
was  owing  in  part  to  the  troubled  times,  and  in  part  to  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  other  Church  papers  without  an  increase  of  price. 
But  for  the  last  two  years  the  list  has  steadily  improved.  It  now 
is  greatly  in  excess  of  any  former  circulation.  Four  years  ago  the 
subscribers  numbered  something  over  8,000 ;  now  they  are  about 
11,500. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Coil, 

C.  A.  Holmes,  \  Ex.  Com. 

Wm.  Cox, 


Cf  VI.— Journal,  page  192. 

REPORT  OF  THE   PUBLISHING  COIVCVIITTEE  OF  THE 
NORTHERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate 
present  to  the  General  Conference  the  following  report  for  the  four 
years  ending  May  1,  1864 : 

EXPENSES  AND  RECEIPTS. 

Expenses. 

Total  cash  payments  from  May  1,  1860,  to  May  1,  1864 $34,634  65 

Amount  due  and  unpaid  for  paper,  etc.,  at  this  time 1,291  40 

Total  expense  from  May  1,  1860,  to  May  1,  1864,  including  the 

payment  of  amount  outstanding  May  1,  1860 $35,926  06 

Receipts. 

Cash  on  hand  May  1,  1860 $967  87 

Cash  receipts  from  May  1,  1860,  to  May  1,  1864 32,165  70 

Total  available  resources  for  the  four  years. $33,133  57 

Leaving  a  deficiency  of $2,792  48 
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PRESENT  CASH    LIABILITIES. 

Loan  of  Carlton  &  Porter $2,300  00 

"      Sundries 1,575  *l*l 

Due  for  paper,  etc 1.291  40 


Total  present  liabilities $5,16*7  It 

ASSETS. 

Building  and  lot $5,000  00 

Library 300  00 

Safe 75  00 


Property  valuation 5,375  00 

Cash  on  hand  May  1,  1864 • $2,374  69 

Now  due  from  agents 2,788  00 

Due,  and  to  become  due,  for  advertising 650  00 

5,812  69 


Total  assets $11,187  69 

James  Erwii^, 
D.  A.  Whedon, 
G.  H.  Blakeslee, 

A.  C.  Geoege, 

B.  F.  M'Neil, 
Auburn,  N.  T.,  May  1,  1864. 


Pub.  Com. 


EPISCOPACY. 

D,  l.~Journal,  page  140. 

REPORT  NO.  I  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EPISCOPACY. 
QUESTIONS  REFERRED. 

First  Item. — Among  the  matters  referred  to  this  committee, 
with  instructions  to  examine  and  report,  are  the  following: 

"  Is  it  in  accordance  with  the  general  usage  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  with  the  spirit  of  her  economy,  and  with  the  law 
of  the  same  given  in  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  iii,  §  1,  in  answer  to 
question  3,  and  in  chap,  iv,  §  1,  that  on  the  decease  of  a  presiding 
elder  in  the  interim  of  an  Annual  Conference,  a  bishop  divide  the 
district  into  two  or  more  sub-districts,  and  appoint  thereto  as  many- 
presiding  officers,  having  power  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  presid- 
ing elders  in  Quarterly  Conferences,  and  to  represent  in  the  ensuing 
Annual  Conference  the  preachers  in  charge  of  the  circuit  or  station 
to  which  they  were  previously  appointed  ?" 

We  find  among  the  duties  of  the  bishop  the  following :  "  To  form 
the  districts  according  to  his  judgment." — Discipline,  ans.  2,  page  92. 
The  same  authority  (see  Discipline,  page  98)  declares  the  presiding 
elder*  are  to  be  chosen  by  the  bishops,  thus  referring  the  whole 

23 
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power  to  determine  the  size  of  the  district,  the  number  of  its 
charges,  and  the  selection  of  the  presiding  elder,  to  the  bishop. 
We,  therefore,  answer  the  question  thus : 

He  has  the  legal  right  to  arrange  the  districts  according  to  his 
own  judgment. 

CAN  PRESIDING  ELDERS  BE  STATIONED? 

Second  Item. — '•'■Hesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be 
instructed  to  report  to  this  Conference  at  an  early  day  whether,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  committee,  the  bishops  have  authority,  under 
the  present  rule  of  Discipline,  to  appoint  a  presiding  elder  to  the 
charge  of  a  circuit  or  station." 

We  answer,  in  our  judgment  they  have  such  right. 

CERTIFICATE    OF  WITHDRAWAL. 

Third  Item. — The  following  question  and  answer  are  from  the 
Journal  of  the  Central  Illinois  Conference,  and  were  referred  to  this 
committee : 

"  When  a  superannuated  member  of  a  sister  Conference,  resid- 
ing in  the  bounds  of  our  Conference,  concludes  to  withdraw  from 
the  Church,  can  the  presiding  elder  give  him  a  certificate  of  with- 
drawal ?" 

'■'•Answer.  No." 

We  respectfully  recommend  concurrence  in  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  as  the  correct  ruling.  J.  M.  Trimble,  Chairman, 


D,  11.— Journal,  pages  148,  158,  232. 
REPORT  NO.  II  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EPISCOPACY. 

PRESIDENT  OF  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE. 

By  a  resolution,  the  expediency  of  slightly  changing  the  rule 
providing  for  the  election  of  President  of  an  Annual  Conference 
was  submitted,  and,  after  due  consideration,  we  report  the  follow- 
ing as  a  substitute  for  the  answer  to  quest.  4,  §  3,  chap,  i,  Part  H, 
page  49  of  Discipline : 

"  Who  shall  preside  in  the  Annual  Conferences  ?" 
"  Ansicer.  The  bishop.  In  case  no  bishop  be  present  a  member 
of  the  Conference,  appointed  by  the  bishop,  shall  preside.  But  if 
no  appointment  be  made,  or  the  person  appointed  do  not  attend, 
the  Conference  shall  elect  a  president  by  ballot  from  among  the 
elders  without  debate." 

LIMITATION   OF  PASTORAL  SERVICE. 

The  committee  was  instructed  to  "  inquire  and  report  at  an  early 
day  whether  the  rule  limiting  the  term  of  pastoral  service  has  been 
observed  in  the  letter  and  spirit  during  the  last  four  years." 


D,  III.J     Report  No.  Ill  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy.     355 

An  inquiry  was  made  by  calling  for  reports  from  each  Confer- 
ence in  the  connection,  and  we  report  that  in  the  main  the  letter 
and  spirit  have  been  observed.  The  exceptional  cases  will  be  con- 
sidered in  the  report  upon  the  administration  of  the  bishops. 

POWER   OF  COMMITTEE   OF  TRIAL. 

We  have  been  instructed  to  consider  and  report  whether  a  com- 
mittee of  trial  (or  select  number)  may  hold  a  session  after  the  final 
adjournment  of  the  Annual  Conference  for  trial  of  a  minister. 

We  find  no  specific  law  in  this  case.  "The  Committee  of  Trial" 
or  "Select  Number"  is  evidently  only  the  representative  of  the 
Annual  Conference,  and  subject  to  its  laws  of  action.  Specific  pro- 
visions are  made  for  proceeding  against  an  accused  minister  "  in 
the  interval  of  the  Annual  Conference,"  which  precludes  the  method 
of  trial  by  the  committee  of  the  Annual  Conference. 

It  seems  hardly  logical  to  say  the  Annual  Conference  can  per- 
petuate its  existence  after  its  official  adjournment,  or  that  the 
A.nnual  Conference  can  meet  more  than  once  a  year. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  question 
referred  to  them  should  be  answered  in  the  negative. 

POWER   OF   PRESIDING    ELDER. 

Having  considered  a  resolution  referred  for  inquiry,  we  recom- 
mend the  alteration  of  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  iv,  §  1,  quest.  4, 
ans.  3,  to  read  as  follows : 

"  To  change,  receive,  and  suspend  preachers  in  his  district  during 
the  interval  of  the  Conference,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  bishop, 
as  the  Discipline  directs.  Provided,  however,  that  a  presiding  elder 
shall  not  change  a  preacher  in  his  district  from  a  charge  to  which 
he  has  been  appointed  by  the  bishop,  and  appoint  him  to  another 
to  which  he  could  not  be  legally  appointed  by  the  bishop." 

T.  M.  Eddy,  Secretary.  J.  M.  Trimble,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  NO.  Ill  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EPISCOPACY. 
APPOINTING    PREACHERS. 

Your  committee  have  respectfully  considered  the  resolution 
directing  us  to  consider  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Disci- 
pline as  to  provide  that  the  bishop  shall  "  fix  the  appointments  of 
the  preachers  with  the  advice  of  the  presiding  elders,"  and  report 
that  in  our  judgment  said  change  should  not  be  made. 

EMPLOYING    SUPPLIES. 

Your  committee  have  considered  the  resolution  respecting  the 
appointment  of  supei*annuated  and  local  preachers,  and  report  that 
we  deem  a  more  explicit  law,  regulating  the  labors  of  superannu- 
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ated  and  local  preachers,  desirable ;  and  in  the  mean  time  submit 
the  following  opinion  in  the  case  as  embodying  the  spirit  of  the 
Discipline,  namely : 

Hesolved,  That  when  superannuated  and  local  preachers  are 
employed  in  the  pastoral  work  the  law  of  limitation  applies  to 
them,  and  that  the  limitation  upon  the  appointing  power  applies  to 
the  Presiding  Elder  as  well  as  to  the  bishoj). 

BISHOP  MORRIS. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  having  been  adopted  by  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  committee,  are  submitted  for  your  appi'oval : 

Whereas  our  honored  and  beloved  senior  superintendent,  Rev. 
Thomas  A.  Morris,  has  for  nearly  half  a  century  rendered  valuable 
and  effective  service  in  various  important  relations  to  the  Church, 
and  for  nearly  thirty  years  has  officiated  acceptably  and  usefully  as 
a  general  superintendent;  atid  whereas  his  advanced  age  demands 
a  respite  from  his  arduous  labors  ;  therefore 

Mesolved,  That  whether  Bishop  Morris  shall  continue  to  travel 
and  perform  episcopal  duties  during  the  next  quadrennial  terra, 
and  if  so,  to  what  extent,  shall  be  left  to  his  judgment  and  that  of 
his  episcopal  colleagues. 

Jtesolved,  That  our  satisfaction  with  the  eminent  and  highly 
useful  services  of  our  venerated  senior  superintendent  is  recorded 
with  profound  gratitude  to  God,  and  with  fervent  prayers  that  we 
may  long  enjoy  his  presence  and  counsels,  and  that  his  path  may 
"shine  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day.' ' 

EPISCOPAL  DISTRICTS. 

The  important  subject  of  dividing  the  whole  Church  into  Epis- 
copal districts  was  submitted  for  our  consideration.  It  has  engaged 
much  time  and  received  careful  deliberation,  and  we  now  respect- 
fully report  back  the  same  to  you,  without  any  recommendation  of 
change  from  the  committee. 

NUMBER  OF  BISHOPS. 

The  subject  of  strengthening  the  Episcopacy  having  been  sub- 
mitted to  us,  and  with  it  a  note  from  the  bishops  in  answer  to  an 
inquiry  from  the  General  Conference,  giving,  as  their  judgment, 
a  statement  that  the  interests  of  the  work  require  the  election  of 
two  bishops  for  the  superintendency  of  the  work  in  the  United 
States  and  Territories,  and  of  two  missionary  bishops,  one  for  the 
missions  in  Europe  and  Asia,  and  the  other  for  our  missions  in 
Africa,  we  have  given  it  careful  consideration  and  report  : 

1.  That  we  decline  recommending  the  election  of  two  missionary 
bishops. 

2.  That  we  recommend  the  General  Conference  to  proceed,  on 
Friday,  the  20th  inst.,  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal, 
to  the  election  of  three  additional  bishops. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
T.  M.  Eddy,  Secretary.  J.  M.  Tbimblb,  Chairman. 
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D,  IV.— Journal,  pages  186,  187. 

REPORT  NO.  IV  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EPISCOPACY. 

APPEALS  AND  COMPLAINTS. 

But  two  cases  of  formal  appeal  from  or  complaint  of  the  decisions 
of  the  bishops,  on  the  ground  of  illegality,  have  been  referred  to 
your  committee,  namely:  The  Memorial  of  Union  Chapel,  Cin- 
cinnati Conference,  and  the  paper  of  Joseph  Counts.  Both  cases 
have  been  carefully  and  impartially  considered,  and  our  report 
upon  each  is  here  presented : 

UNION  CHAPEL. 

Your  committee  have  examined  the  memorial  of  Union  Chapel, 
Cincinnati  Conference,  complaining  of  the  administration  of  the 
bishops  in  their  case,  and  also  the  official  correspondence  which  it 
occasioned. 

They  find  the  facts  to  be,  that  in  1861  the  minister  appointed 
as  pastor  of  Union  Chapel  was  rejected  by  the  officiary,  not 
because  of  anything  personally  objectionable  in  the  appointee,  but 
because  the  officiary  aforesaid  had  not  been  consulted  in  the  matter 
of  the  appointment,  they  desiring  to  retain  the  services  of  a  man 
who  had  already  been  regularly  appointed  to  them  the  preceding 
two  years;  further,  that  they  not  only  voted  to  reject  the  pastor 
appointed,  but  advertised  in  the  daily  newspapers  that  Union 
Chapel  was  Avithout  a  pastor,  and  locked  the  doors  of  the  Church 
on  Sabbath  morning,  thus  excluding  the  pastor  and  presiding  elder, 
claiming  for  themselves  the  right  so  to  do  because  of  the  peculiarity 
of  their  deed.  Under  these  circumstances  Bishop  Morris  relejised 
the  minister  appointed  to  Union  Chapel,  and  notified  the  official 
Board  that  he  could  not  consent  to  the  appointment  of  another 
preacher  to  the  charge  except  upon  the  following  conditions, 
namely  : 

"  1-  That  the  official  and  private  members  should  jointly  agree 
that  hereafter  they  would  receive  and  support  such  ministers  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as  her  regular  appointing  authority 
should  from  time  to  time  appoint  to  the  pastorate  of  Union  Chapel. 

"  2.  That  they  should  receive  such  presiding  elder  as  should 
from  time  to  time  be  appointed  to  the  district,  including  Union 
Chapel,  and  pay  their  proper  proportion  of  his  claim,  according  to 
Discipline. 

"  3.  That  the  Trustees  of  Union  Chapel  should  guarantee  to  such 
regular  appointees,  whether  as  pastors  or  presiding  elders,  the  free 
use  of  the  pulpit." 

He  further  stated  to  them  as  follows : 

*'  Union  Chapel  is  in  a  state  of  insubordination,  and  if  it  remains 
60  till  next  Conference  it  will  be  left  off*  the  list  of  Conference 
charges,  and  cease  to  appear  in  our  official  minutes." 

In  accordance  with  this,  Bishop  Morris  gave  special  instruction 
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to  the  presiding  elder  to  give  certificates  of  membership  to  all  loyal 
members  desiring  to  remove  their  relation  to  some  other  Church. 

At  the  session  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference,  in  1862,  these  terms 
not  having  been  complied  with,  Union  Chapel  was  stricken  by  the 
jiresiding  bishop  from  the  "list  of  Conference  charges." 

In  all  this,  so  far  from  seeing  anything  to  censure,  the  committee 
believe  the  administi-ation  to  have  been  wise  and  just,  and  that 
]>ishop  Morris  is  to  be  commended  for  the  firmness  with  which  he 
maintained  the  Discipline  and  order  of  the  Church. 

V  COMPLAINT  OF  JOSEPH  COUNTS. 

The  paper  of  Joseph  Coimts,  complaining  of  a  decision  delivered 
by  Bishop  Baker  in  the  Ohio  Conference,  by  which  he  claims  to 
have  been  wronged,  has  been  before  us.  We  did  not  see  any 
right  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  but  confined  our  attention 
to  the  single  question  of  law. 

The  question,  as  stated  in  the  paper  submitted  by  Mr.  Counts, 
differs  from  the  form  found  in  the  Journal  of  the  Conference. 
The  Journal  reads  thus  :  "  When  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Chui'ch  is  charged  with  immorality  and  brought  before  a 
committee,  and  found  guilty  of  a  crime  forbidden  by  the  word  of 
God,  and  so  make  out  their  verdict,  but  fail  to  afiix  the  penalty, 
can  the  preacher  in  charge  rightfully  expel  said  member  without 
first  having  a  penalty  affixed  by  the  committee  ?" 

This  question  the  Chair  answered  aflirmatively.  Mr.  Counts 
recites  two  grounds  of  complaint : 

1.  The  committee  failed  to  declare  him  guilty  of  a  crime  "suffi- 
cient to  exclude  a  person  from  the  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory,"  and 
that  this  failure  vitiated  the  verdict. 

2.  The  committee  failed  to  affix  a  penalty,  and  therefore  the 
exclusion  was  void. 

The  bishop  presiding  holds  that  when  an  accused  person  is 
declared  by  the  committee  "  guilty  of  a  crime  expressly  forbidden 
in  the  woi'd  of  God,"  it  is  not  necessary  to  afford  a  basis  for  the 
pastor's  action  to  add  "  sufficient  to  exclude  him  from  the  kingdom 
of  grace  and  glory,"  as  the  immorality  is  explicitly  set  forth  in  the 
former  clause. 

As  to  the  second  exception,  he  holds  that  Avhen  a  member  is 
tried  and  found  guilty,  as  above,  "  of  crime  expressly  forbidden  by 
the  word  of  God,"  the  Discipline  declares  the  penalty,  and  adds, 
"  let  the  minister  or  preacher  who  has  charge  of  the  circuit  expel 
him." 

Believing  these  positions  well  taken,  the  committee  recommend 
the  following  resolution : 

liesoloed^  'nvAt  the  ruling  of  Bishop  Baker  in  the  Ohio  Annual 
Conference  in  the  case  of  .Joseph  Counts  be  approved,  as  in  har- 
mony with  the  law  and  discipline  of  the  Chm-ch. 

We  also  recommend  that  the  complaint  of  Joseph  Counts  be 
dismissed. 
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THE  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  administration  of  the  bishops  in  the  Annual  Conferences  has 
been  subjected  to  a  sifting  examination,  conference  after  conference 
having  been  called  and  heard  through  the  delegates.  The  past 
four  years  have  been  marked  by  national  disturbance,  and  great 
pressure  has  borne  upon  the  bishops  to  consent  to  irregular 
appointments  on  the  plea  of  necessity.  In  some  few  instances  we 
think  there  has  been  a  yielding;  but  we  express  our  gratification 
that,  upon  the  whole,  the  law  of  the  Church  has  been  wisely 
upheld  even  in  troublesome  times. 

After  full  consideration,  the  committee  offer  the  following  touch- 
ing the  cases  to  which  our  attention  has  been  called  : 

Resolved^  That  in  reviewing  the  administration  of  the  bishops 
we  find  that  it  has  been  eminently  satisfactory,  except  in  the  fol- 
lowing cases,  wherein  the  rule  requiring  a  superintendent  not  to 
continue  a  preacher  in  the  same  appointment  more  than  two  years 
in  six  appears  to  have  been  infringed,  to  Avit : 

1.  In  1864  a  charge  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri  and  Arkansas  Confer- 
ence, was  so  left  by  the  presiding  bishop  that  it  is  now  served  by 
the  preacher  who  has  been  its  regular  pastor  during  the  two  years 
preceding. 

2.  In  1863,  in  the  New  England  Conference,  a  preacher  was 
stationed  a  third  year  over  an  appointment  in  the  city  of  Charles- 
town  whicli,  having  only  changed  its  name  and  location,  was  sub- 
stantially the  same  charge  which  he  had  served  the  two  years 
]>receding ;  also  in  the  same  conference  and  the  same  year,  at 
Coleraine  and  Quincy  Point,  the  preachers  after  serving  two  years 
were  assigned  nominal  appointments,  while  their  real  work  was 
with  the  people  they  had  served  the  two  years  preceding. 

To  these  exceptions  we  add  one  case  of  infringement  of  the  rule 
forbidding  the  appointment  of  a  presiding  elder  to  the  same  district 
until  six  years  after  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  of  four  years' 
service,  namely:  In  1863,  in  the  New  York  East  Conference,  a 
preacher  who  had  served  as  presiding  elder  of  the  Long  Island  Dis- 
trict for  four  years  immediately  preceding  the  session  of  the  Con- 
ference in  the  spring  of  that  year  was,  after  eight  months,  appointed 
to  the  same  district  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  the 
presiding  elder  who  had  succeeded  him. 

In  view  of  these  cases  we  earnestly  recommend  our  superin- 
tendents to  administer  the  rules  respecting  the  appointment  of 
preachers  and  presiding  elders  with  unvarying  strictness. 

With  these  statements,  we  recommend  that  their  characters  be 
passed. 

BISHOPS'    RESIDENCES. 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  recommended  for 
your  adoption : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  General  Conference  the 
bishops  ought,  and  therefore  are  hereby  respectfully  requested  to  so 
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distribute  their  residences  as  to  be  the  most  accessible  to  and  in 
the  intervals  of  the  conferences,  to  be  able  to  oversee  every  part  of 
our  extended  work  so  far  as  possible. 
T.  M.  Eddy,  Secretary.  J.  M.  Trimble,  Chairman. 


ITINERANCY. 

Ef  !■ — Journal,  page  102. 
REPORT  NO.  I  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ITINERANCY. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  having  examined  that  part  of  the 
Journal  of  the  West  Wisconsin  Conference  which  relates  to  the 
case  of  O.  B.  Knudson,  referred  to  them  for  consideration,  would 
report  that,  as  it  appears,  charges  and  specifications  were  preferred 
against  the  said  brother,  and  referred  by  the  conference  for  trial 
to  a  select  number  of  nine,  according  to  the  Discipline,  with  a 
chairman  appointed  by  the  bishop.  On  the  assembling  of  the  se- 
lect number  their  chairman,  without  the  consent  of  the  committee, 
dismissed  the  case  on  account  of  informality  and  indefiniteness  in 
the  charges  and  specifications.  Notice  was  given  that  the  action  in 
the  case  would  be  brought  before  this  General  Conference.  Your 
committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  following,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  select  number  appointed  to  try  accused  mem- 
bers of  an  Annual  Conference  act  in  the  case  in  the  stead  and  with 
the  powers  of  the  conference  itself,  and  its  chairman  is  in  the  place 
of  the  bishop.  It  is  therefore  improper  for  the  chairman  in  such  a 
case  to  dismiss  a  complaint. 


E,  II.— Journal,  pages  126, 149, 162, 173,  174. 
REPORT  NO.  II  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ITINERANCY. 

PART  r. 

Yonr  Committee  on  Itinerancy  have  carefully  considered  all 
matters  referred  to  them  respecting  the  extension  of  the  time  of 
ministerial  service  in  the  same  charge,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the 
interests  of  the  Church  will  be  promoted  by  granting  to  the  bish- 
ops the  right  to  reappoint  for  a  third  year,  and  they  therefore 
recommend  that  the  word  "  two,"  wherever  it  occurs  in  chap,  iii, 
§  1,  quest.  3,  ans.  3,  pp.  92  and  93,  be  changed  to  the  word 
"three,"  namely:  on  92d  page,  on  the  4th  line  of  the  question, 
and  on  the  4th  and  the  9th  line  from  the  top  of  the  93d  page.  The 
length  of  the  answer  will  excuse  our  reciting  it  in  full. 
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Part  II. 

Your  committee  have  also  considered  the  mode  of  examining 
character  in  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  respectfully  submit  the 
following  for  adoption : 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conference  that  it 
is  unnecessary  for  an  Annual  Conference  to  require  its  members 
who  are  elders  to  retire  when  their  names  are  called  in  the  exam- 
ination of  character. 

Jno.  Moeeison  Reid,  Chairtnan. 


Ey  111.— Journal,  pages  147,  233. 

REPORT   NO.  m  OF  THE  COMMITTEE   ON  ITIN- 
ERANCY. 

Part  I. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred, 
recommend  the  restoration  of  the  supernumerary  relation,  and  in 
order  to  this  the  following  disciplinary  modifications,  namely : 

1.  Change  the  caption  of  chap,  vii,  part  2,  page  114,  from  "su- 
perannuated or  worn-out  preachers  "  to  "  supernumerary  and  super- 
annuated preachers." 

2.  To  insert  as  the  opening  paragraph  of  this  chapter  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  A  supernumerary  preacher  is  one  who,  because  of  impaired 
health  or  some  other  disability,  is  temporarily  unable  to  perform 
efiective  work.  He  may  receive  an  appointment,  or  be  left  without 
one,  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  Annual  Conference  of  which 
he  is  a  member;  but  he  shall  have  no  claim  on  the  beneficiary  funds 
of  the  Church  except  by  vote  of  his  Conference,  and  he  shall  be 
subject  to  all  the  limitations  of  the  Discipline  in  respect  to  reap- 
pointment and  continuance  in  the  same  charge  that  apply  to  effect- 
ive preachers.  In  case  he  be  left  without  an  appointment  he  shall 
have  a  seat  in  the  Quarterly  Conference,  and  an  the  privileges  of 
membership  in  the  place  where  he  may  reside." 

3.  Insert  in  Part  II,  chap,  i,  §  3,  page  50,  as  question  7:  "Who 
are  the  supernumerary  preachers  ?" 

Part  II. 

In  regard  to  the  matter  of  preachers  refusing  to  occupy  parson- 
ages provided  for  them,  we  recommend  that  Part  V,  chap,  i,  §  2, 
ans.  4,  page  233,  be  stricken  out. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Jno.  Mobrison  Reid,  Chairman. 
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Ey  IV.— Journal,  pages  152,  155,  196. 

REPORT   XO.  IV   OF  THE   COMMITTEE   OX  ITIN- 

ERAXCY. 

Part  I. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  have  had  under  consideration  the 
subject  of  extending  the  time  of  probation  in  Mission  Annual  Con- 
ferences, and  respectfully  report  that  they  are  unable  at  the  present 
time  to  recommend  such  discrimination. 

The  subject  of  Church  records  has  also  been  before  the  commit- 
tee, and  we  recommend  for  adoption  the  following,  namely  : 

Resolved^  That  a  uniform  and  thorough  mode  of  keeping  Church 
records  is  of  great  importance,  and  that  we  advise  careful  attention 
thereto  on  the  part  of  all  our  preachers ;  and*  ve  especially  com- 
mend to  the  attention  of  our  people  and  preachers  the  new  Church 
Record,  published  by  our  Book  Agents,  as  admii'ably  adapted  to 
promote  this  desirable  end. 

Part  IF. 

We  have  also  carefully  considered  the  propriety  of  placing  among 
the  exceptions  to  the  two  year  limitation  of  the  Discipline  the 
editors  of  such  papers  as  may  be  patronized  by  at  least  two  Annual 
Conferences,  as  referred  to  them.  While  it  seems  to  us  that  such 
a  provision  might  open  a  wide  door  for  abuse,  and  is  therefore  not 
to  be  advised,  we  do  recommend  that  Part  II,  chap,  iii,  ques.  3, 
ans.  3,  page  93,  be  amended  by  inserting  in  the  eleventh  line  of 
the  answer,  after  the  words  "  San  Francisco,  the  words  "  the  editor 
of  Zion's  Herald,"  thereby  placing  that  officer,  when  a  member  of 
an  Annual  Conference,  under  the  exceptions. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Jxo.  Morrison  Reid,  Chairman. 


Ey  v.— Journal,  pages  189,  213,  234. 

REPORT  XO.  V   OF  THE  COMMITTEE   OX   ITIX- 
ERAXCY. 

Part  I. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  would  respectfully  report  that 
they  have  considered  the  subject  of  providing  for  District  Confer- 
ences ;  and  although  they  believe  the  subject  important,  are  unable 
to  present  a  satisfactory  plan  for  their  formation. 

We  have  also  considered  the  propriety  of  changing  the  time  ef 
the  meeting  of  the  General  Conference,  but  deem  such  change  in- 
expedient at  present. 

We  have  also  considered  the  resolution  submitted,  requiring  the 
Committee  on  Itinerancy  to  place  upon  each  Journal  after  it  has 
been  examined  a  certificate,  signed  by  the  Chairman  and  Secretary 
of  the  Committee,  and  designating  all  points  of  exception  taken, 
and  all  criticisms  upon  the  record.     We  believe  this  a  most  valu- 
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able  suggestion,  but  coming  too  late  to  be  carried  out  at  the  present 
session,  and  therefore  recommend  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Conference  it 
should  hereafter  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  after 
reading  the  Journals  of  the  several  Conferences,  to  place  upon  each 
a  certificate  of  the  fact,  signed  by  their  Chairman  and  Secretary, 
noting  all  exceptions  taken  to  the  record. 

Your  committee  have  also  considered  the  paper  referred  to 
them,  complaining  of  the  administration  of  the  Black  River  Con- 
ference. We  find  that  a  private  member  of  the  Church  was,  in 
1845,  tried  by  a  committee  and  expelled;  that  he  presented  com- 
plaints to  the  Conference  against  the  administration  by  which  he 
was  expelled,  from  year  to  year,  imtil  the  session  of  1853,  at  which 
the  Conference  resolved  that  the  proceedings  of  the  original  trial 
were  irregular,  it  having  appeared  that  one  member  of  the  com- 
mittee which  tried  him  was  not  a  member  of  our  Church  ;  and  the 
Conference  instructed  the  preacher  in  charge  of  the  Church  where 
he  was  expelled  to  re-enter  his  name  upon  the  Church  record. 
Having  only  the  journal  of  the  Conference  for  the  last  four  years 
before  us,  we  propose  for  adoption  the  following : 

Resolved.,  That  there  has  been  some  manifest  irregularity  in  the 
case,  which,  however,  seems  to  have  been  connected  with  its  earlier 
history ;  and,  with  the  light  we  have  before  us,  we  do  not  feel  pre- 
pared to  condemn  the  action  complained  of. 

We  have  also  considered  the  memorial  of  Fort  Ann  Station, 
complaining  of  the  action  of  the  Troy  Conference  in  the  case  of 
Moses  JMiller,  and  report  that,  in  our  opinion,  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case,  the  appeal  being  from  the 
decision  of  the  Quarterly  Conference,  which  affirmed  the  decision 
of  the  select  committee  that  tried  the  case,  and  not  on  any  ques- 
tion of  law  or  method  of  trial. 

The  memorial  of  the  Milwaukee  District  Association  of  the 
Wisconsin  Conference,  petitioning  the  General  Conference  to 
authorize  the  Wisconsin  Annual  Conference  to  reconsider  its 
action  in  the  case  of  Samuel  W.  Martin,  has  also  been  considered. 
We  find  that  said  Samuel  W.  Martin  was  in  1860  charged  befoi^e 
his  Conference  with  marrying  a  woman  who  held  slaves,  and  under 
these  charges  was  allowed  to  withdraw  from  the  Church,  as  it  is 
said,  un4.er  promise  that  the  charges  against  him  should  be  with- 
drawn. The  best  examination  we  have  been  able  to  give  the  case 
has  not  convinced  us  that  any  action  should  be  taken  in  the 
premises. 

Part  II. 

Your  committee  have  also  considered  the  memorial  of  the  Ladies' 
Home  Missionary  Society  of  Cincinnati,  asking  that  the  preacher 
stationed  in  their  work  shall  be  placed  among  the  exceptions 
to  the  limitation  of  the  Discipline  upon  the  term  of  ministerial 
service,  and  believe  that  such  provision  should  be  made  not  only 
for  them  but  also  for  all  like  associations,  and  therefore  recommend 
that  the  Discipline  be  altered,  Part  H,  chap,  iii,  §  1,  quest.  3,  aas.  3, 


364  Journal  of  the   General  Conference^  1864.        [E,  VI. 

en  the  Bixteenth  line  of  the  answer,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
*'  missionaries "  the  words  "  to  neglected  portions  of  our  cities," 
80  as  to  include  preachers  appointed  to  such  work  among  the  said 
exceptions. 

"We  have  also  considered  tliat  part  of  the  Journals  of  the  Cen- 
tral Ohio  Conference  asking  that  superannuated  preachers  residing 
without  the  bounds  of  their  Conference  may  be  located  without 
their  consent  when  they  utterly  neglect  the  rule  of  Discipline 
with  regard  to  forwarding  testimonials  to  the  Conference,  and  we 
recommend  that  Part  II,  chap,  vii,  §  1,  page  114  of  the  Discipline 
be  altered  by  adding  at  the  close  of  the  section  these  words, 
"  and  may  locate  him  without  his  consent,"  so  that  it  shall  read, 
"  without  which  the  Conference  shall  not  be  required  to  allow  his 
claim,  and  may  locate  him  without  his  consent." 

All  the  matters  refei-red  to  us  have  received  a  careful  considera- 
tion, although  some  of  them,  having  been  laid  on  our  table,  have 
not  been  returned  to  the  General  Conference. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Morrison  Reid,  Chairman. 


E,  VI.— Journal,  pages  200,  235. 

REPORT    NO.    VI    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    ITIN- 
ERANCY. 

Your  Committee  on  Itinerancy  have  carefully  examined  the 
Journals  of  the  following  Conferences,  namely :  Baltimore,  Black 
River,  California,  Central  Illinois,  Central  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  Detroit, 
East  Baltimore,  East  Maine,  East  Genesee,  Erie,  Genesee,  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Maine,  Michigan,  Minnesota, 
Missouri  and  Arkansas,  Nebraska,  Newark,  New  England, 
New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  New  York  East, 
North  Indiana,  North  Ohio,  Northwest  Indiana,  Northwest  Wis- 
consin, Ohio,  Oneida,  Oregon,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  Provi- 
dence, Rock  River,  Southeastern  Indiana,  Southern  Illinois,  Troy, 
Upper  Iowa,  Vermont,  Western  Iowa,  Western  Virginia,  West 
Wisconsin,  Wisconsin,  and  Wyoming. 

The  minutes  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  for  1861  are  not  in  the 
Journal  before  us,  having  been  withheld  by  the  former  Secretary. 

The  examination  of  the  journals  is  the  only  mode  in  which  the 
administration  of  the  bishops  and  Conferences  can  be  fully  brought 
under  revision,  and  your  committee  have  felt  it  to  be  a  most 
important  duty.  They  are  happy  to  assure  the  Conference  that, 
for  the  most  part,  the  Journals  are  commendable  for  their  neatness, 
accuracy,  and  completeness,  and  that,  in  the  main,  the  business  of 
the  Conferences  has  been  conducted  according  to  the  Discipline 
and  usages  of  the  Church. 
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Some  irregularities  have  presented  themselves,  the  offspring,  as 
your  committee  believe,  of  tbe  disturbed  state  of  the  country,  and 
therefore  not  likely  to  be  repeated.  The  Journals  of  the  East 
Baltimore  Conference  for  1861  record  action  of  the  Conference 
that  might  have  resulted  in  the  nullitication  of  the  acts  of  the  last 
General  Conference,  and  the  Philadelphia  Conference  indorsed 
these  resolutions ;  but  your  committee  are  relieved  from  all  respons- 
ibility in  the  case,  inasmuch  as  the  resolutions  have  themselves 
been  nuUitied  by  most  positive  and  satisfactory  action  on  the  part 
of  both  these  Conferences, 

Some  of  the  Journals  have  not  been  properly  signed  by  the  pre- 
siding officer.  The  necessity  of  hurrying  from  Conference  by  the 
bishops  has  in  part  doubtless  led  to  this,  but  the  neglect  of  secre- 
taries to  have  the  Journals  promptly  written  up  has  also  contributed 
its  part  to  this  omission.  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  a 
Journal  is  not  signed  at  all  unless  it  be  signed  upon  the  book.  The 
increased  force  of  the  Episcopacy  will,  no  doubt,  to  some  extent, 
remedy  this  defect,  but  it  is  highly  obligatory  upon  Secretaries  of 
Conferences  to  use  all  possible  diligence  to  have  the  records  prop- 
erly copied  and  ready  for  signature  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
after  the  adjournment. 

The  provisions  made  by  the  General  Conference  that  reports 
may  be  entered  in  another  book,  while  only  the  resolutions  in 
such  reports  need  be  spread  upon  the  Journals,  will  greatly  facilitate 
this  matter.  Several  of  the  Conferences,  so  far  from  attending  to 
this  last  provision,  have  failed  to  enter  even  the  resolutions,  and 
some  have  even  failed  to  indicate  whether  the  reports  are  filed  or 
recorded.  In  a  few  Journals  the  pages  are  not  numbered,  and 
some  are  without  marginal  readings,  and  in  an  instance  or  two 
the  marginal  references  are  not  as  full  as  could  be  desired.  In  a 
few  cases  there  is  no  roll  of  the  Conference  recorded. 

The  entire  omission  of  statistics  in  most  of  the  Journals  is  greatly 
to  be  regretted.  There  are,  doubtless,  books  for  the  purpose  in 
many  of  the  Conferences ;  but  in  all  cases,  as  your  committee  think, 
the  total  by  districts,  or  at  least  the  total  for  the  Conference,  should 
be  on  record,  and  reference  made  to  the  book  of  particulars. 

Some  Conferences  spread  upon  the  Journals  in  full  the  appoint- 
ments as  announced  by  the  bishops,  a  practice  that  your  committee 
think  should  become  universal. 

In  some  instances  the  books  are  of  inconvenient  size.  A  book 
that  will  be  sufficient  for  four  or  eight  years  would  be  most 
desirable. 

Among  the  imperfections  most  deeply  to  be  regretted  are  those 
which  occur  in  reference  to  investigations  or  trials,  where  the 
interests  of  our  brethren  and  the  Church  require  the  greatest  com- 
pleteness and  accuracy.  Interlineations  and  abbreviations  are 
always  to  be  avoided,  but  especially  in  such  matters  ;  and  all  papers 
in  the  case  should  be  carefully  marked  and  referred  to.  Correct- 
ness of  orthography  and  beauty  of  penmanship  are  always  to  be 
studied,  as  for  the  most  part  they  are. 
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Hesolved,  That  Conferences  and  their  Secretaries  are  hereby 
requested : 

1.  To  see  that  the  book  provided  for  the  Journal  is  of  suitable 
size,  and  that  books  are  also  provided  for  recording  reports  and 
statistics. 

2.  To  provide  a  Secretary,  beside^  the  principal  one,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be,  with  great  neatness,  carefully  to  enter  the  proceedings 
after  they  have  been  approved  by  the  Conference. 

3.  Let  each  page  of  the  Journal  be  numbered,  and  properly 
headed  with  date  of  session. 

4.  Let  the  names  of  those  in  attendance  upon  the  Conference  be 
recorded  upon  the  Journal. 

5.  Give  a  wide  margin,  in  which  full  references  are  distinctly 
written. 

6.  Enter  all  resolutions,  and  refer  to  reports. 
Y.  Enter  at  least  the  total  of  all  statistics. 

8.  Enter  the  appointments  of  the  preachers,  and  for  this  purpose 
let  a  certified  copy  be  furnished  by  the  bishop,  to  be  filed  with  the 
Conference  papers. 

9.  In  all  cases  of  trial  before  the  Conference,  or  a  select  number, 
let  the  record  be  full ;  and  where  papers  are  referred  to,  let  them 
be  carefully  distinguished.  Let  the  charges  be  spread  ujjon  the 
Journal,  and  the  decision;  and  let  it  be  carefully  noted  that  the 
papers  are  deposited  with  the  conference  papers. 

10.  Let  the  proceedings  of  each  session  be  promptly  entered,  and 
amid  the  pressure  of  the  business  of  the  closing  session  let  great 
diligence  be  used  in  this  respect,  that  all  may  be  ready  for  the 
signature  of  the  President.  The  appointments  may  be  entered 
after  the  signature  of  the  President. 

11.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  blots,  erasures,  interlineations, 
abbreviations,  careless  orthography,  or  hasty  jjenmanshijj  can  only 
be  discreditable  to  a  Conference  when  the  Journal  is  under  the  revi- 
sion of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

John  Moeeison  Reid,  Chairman. 


E,  VII.— Journal,  pages  208,  235. 
REPORT  NO.  VII  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ITINERANCY. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  having  considered  the  matter  of 
certain  property  in  Vermilion  County,  Illinois,  which,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  certain  petitioners,  should  revert  to  Stephen  Griffith, 
recommend  the  following,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  has  no  claim  of  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  matter. 

In  the  case  of  I.  N.  M'Abee,  a  superannnated  preacher  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Conference,  made  such  without  his  consent,  and  who 
complains  that  no  allowance  has  been  made  him,  it  is  the  opinion 
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of  your  committee  that  the  claim  of  a  superannuated  preacher  has 
very  properly  been  committed  to  the  judgment  of  his  Conference, 
and  that  it  is  not  proper  for  us  to  act  in  the  case. 

We  also  recommend  for  adoption  the  following,  namely : 

Itesolved,  That  the  General  Conference  hereby  authorize  the 
Book  Agents  at  New  York  to  issue,  in  a  cheap  and  convenient 
form,  a  Slanual  of  Methodism,  Avhich  shall  contain  the  articles  of 
religion,  the  General  Rules  of  our  societies,  the  leading  features 
of  our  Church  organization,  the  outlines  of  different  benevolent 
societies  connected  with  our  Church,  together  with  such  other 
items  of  information  as  will  be  desired  by  such  as  seek  an  acquaint- 
ance with  our  Church. 

^  Your  committee  have  also  considered  the  second  restrictive  rule 
referred  to  them,  and  believe  that  as  the  number  of  Annual  Con- 
ferences, small  for  the  present  in  the  number  of  their  members, 
may  be  largely  multiplied  by  our  work  extending  itself  southward 
and  westward,  it  is  expedient  that  it  should  be  changed,  and  we 
recommend  the  following,  namely  : 

Resolved^  That  the  second  restrictive  rule  be  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  the  last  two  words  of  the  rule,  namely,  "two  delegates," 
and  inserting  in  their  place  the  following,  namely,  "  one  delegate," 
so  that  it  may  read,  "  Provided,  also,  that  no  Conference  shall  be 
denied  the  privilege  of  one  delegate." 

Resolved,  That  the  bishops  be  directed  to  present  the  above  at 
the  next  session  of  each  Annual  Conference  for  their  concurrence, 
and  when  all  the  Annual  Conferences  have  acted  upon  it,  publicly 
to  announce  the  result  and  authorize  the  Book  Agents  to  amend 
the  published  copy  of  the  Discipline  accordingly. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

John  Morrison  Reid,  Chairman. 


Ef  VIII. — Journal,  page  126. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MINORITY  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
ITINERANCY. 

The  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  petitions 
and  memorials  on  the  subject  of  extending  the  time  of  ministerial 
service.  They  have  also  considered  the  action  of  the  Annual  Con- 
ferences on  that  subject.  They  find  a  division  of  opinion  on  this 
subject  among  both  preachers  and  people.  A  majority  of  the 
preachers  are  in  favor  of  this  change,  while,  as  we  believe,  a  majority 
of  the  people  are  opposed  to  it.  It  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  those 
best  qualified  to  judge,  that  if  the  question  were  submitted  to  a  vote 
of  the  laity  it  would  be  lost  by  a  large  majority.  On  such  a  ques- 
tion it  is  neither  wise  nor  safe  to  ignore  the  wishes  of  the  people. 

We  believe,  furthermore,  that  the  proposed  change  would 
shorten  rather  than  lengthen  the  time  of  service  actually  rendered. 
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Many  preachers  remain  after  the  first  year  because  they  have  but 
one  year  more  to  serve;  whereas  if  the  time  is  extended  they  will 
remove  at  the  end  of  one  year,  thus  more  frequently  disturbing  the 
quiet  of  our  Churches  and  injuring  the  reputation  of  our  ministers. 

The  same  implied  censure  will  attach  itself  to  the  man  who  does 
not  remain  three  years  that  now  follows  the  one  who  removes  at 
the  end  of  the  first  year. 

Yet  the  minority  are  free  to  admit  that  there  are  cases  where  it 
is  desirable  that  a  pastor  should  remain  longer  than  two  years  in 
the  same  appointment,  and  therefore  submit 'the  following: 

Resolved^  That  we  deem  it  inexpedient  to  change  the  rule  limit- 
ing the  appointment  of  a  preacher  to  two  years ;  nevertheless,  as 
cases  occur  where  it  would  subserve  the  best  interests  of  the 
Church  for  a  pastor  to  remain  three  years  in  the  same  charge,  we 
hereby  add  another  exception  to  Part  11,  chap,  iii,  §  1,  quest.  3, 
ans.  3,  page  92,  after  the  word  "  superintendence,"  second  line 
from  the  bottom,  to  wit :  "  or  when  in  his  judgment,  and  the  judg- 
ment of  a  majority  of  the  presiding  elders,  the  interests  of  the 
work  imperatively  demand  it,  in  which  case  he  may  return  a 
preacher  to  the  same  charge  the  third  year." 

L.  H.  KnfG, 
A.  Wood, 
S.  Shinn, 
L.  D.  Waedwell, 
G.  C.  Smith,  . 
A.  L.  Beice, 
H.  Penpield, 
G.  W.  Walkeb, 
L.  M.  Reeves, 
C.  H.  Whitecak. 


BOOK    CONCERN. 

Gf  I.— Journal,  page  122. 

REPORT  NO.  I  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BOOK 

CONCERN. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  have  considered  the  reso- 
lution referred  to  them  of  "depositing  with  each  Annual  Confer- 
ence a  copy  of  the  General  Minutes,  and  also  the  Journals  of  all  the 
General  Conferences,"  and  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  do  so. 

C.  B.  TiPPETT,  Chairman. 
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G,  II. — Journal,  page  125. 
REPORT  NO.  n  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BOOK 

CONCERN. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  have  had  under  consider- 
ation the  memorial  of  Dr.  Roberts  in  behalf  of  the  "  American 
Methodist  Historical  Society,"  and  report  that  it  is  not  expedient 
to  comply  with  the  request.  C.  B.  Tippett,  Chairman. 


Gy  III. — Journal,  page  141. 

REPORT  NO.  HI  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BOOK 

CONCERN. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom  the  subject  of 
publishing  a  paper  in  the  Swedish  lanj^uage  was  referred,  report 
that  the  General  Conference  refer  the  adoption  of  the  "  Ambassa- 
dor "  to  the  discretion  of  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati ;  that  if 
they  find  upon  investigation  that  they  can  publish  it  without  serious 
loss  to  the  Concern  they  are  authorized  to  do  so,  either  at  Rock- 
ford  or  Chicago.  C.  B.  Tippett,  Chairman. 


Gy  IV. — Journal,  pageJ4L 

REPORT  NO.  IV  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BOOK 

CONCERN. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  have  had  under  consider- 
ation the  proposition  of  T.  A.  Goodwin  in  relation  to  the  "  Cen- 
tral Christian  Advocate,"  and  report  adversely. 

C.  B.  Tippett,  Chairman. 


Gf  V. — Journaf,  page  147. 
REPORT  NO.  V  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BOOK 

CONCERN. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  report  the  following  reso- 
lution concerning  a  Book  Depository  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia : 

Eesoh;ed^  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  be  instructed  to 
establish  a  Book  Depository  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  if,  in  their 
judgment,  it  can  be  done  without  loss  to  the  Concern,  and  under 
such  conditions  as  shall  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  them. 

C.  B.  Tippett,  Chairmccn. 
24 
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Gf  VI. — Journal,  page  155. 

REPORT  NO.  VI  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BOOK 

CONCERN. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  beg  leave  to  report  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be  and  are  hereby 
authorized  to  sell  all  books  of  the  general  catalogue  published  by 
the  Agents  at  New  York  at  the  same  rates  that  they  are  sold  at 
in  New  York,  and  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  shall,  in  cases  of 
sales  to  the  trade,  make  such  discounts  to  the  Agents  of  the  West- 
ern Concern  that  they  can  afford  to  sell  to  their  customers  at  New 
York  prices,  granting  them  six  per  centum  difference  in  discount 
on  sales  made  to  the  trade,  and  the  Western  Agents  shall  sell  to 
the  New  York  Agents  at  the  same  rates. 

They  further  report  in  relation  to  a  pa]3er  in  Philadelphia  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  inexpedient  to  authorize  our  Agents 
to  establish  a  paper  in  Philadelphia,  that  city  and  its  surrounding 
country  being  an  important  part  of  the  territory  patronizing  the 
"  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal,"  which  is  now  restricted  as  much 
as  we  can  afford  if  published  at  its  present  subscription  price. 

C.  B.  TippETT,  Chairman. 


Gy  VII.— Journal,  pages  160,  178. 

REPORT  NO.  Vn  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BOOK 

CONCERN. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  beg  leave  to  report  as  fol- 
lows in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  Book  Depository  at  St. 
Paul,  Minnesota: 

Resolved,  That  the  Western  Book  Agents  be  and  are  hereby 
instructed  to  establish  a  book  depository  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  if 
after  examination  they  think  it  can  be  done  without  loss  to  the 
Concern;  and  to  carry  out  this  object  they  are  authoiized  to  make 
with  any  person  in  St.  Paul  such  arrangement  as  they  may  judge 
economical  and  necessary  for  supplying  our  people  in  that  part  of 
the  work  with  our  literature. 

They  further  report : 

That  they  find,  from  a  report  adopted  by  the  California  Annual 
Conference  and  referred  to  them,  and  also  by  the  delegates  from 
that  conference,  that  the  book  depository  has  been  established  in 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  by  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  direction  of  the  last  General  Conference,  and  that  an 
eligible  lot  has  been  purchased  and  a  substantial  brick  edifice  has 
been  erected  thereon,  covering  one  third  of  the  lot,  all  valued  at 
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$21,000,  but  costing  the  Book  Concern  at  New  York  only  some 
$8,000  or  $9,000,  not  far  from  $13,000  having  resulted  from  the 
growth  and  judicious  exchanges  of  property  purchased  for  the 
Church  by  Rev.  E.  Thomas  by  authority  of  the  Agents. 

The  committee  also  hud  that  both  'the  California  and  Pacific 
Christian  Advocates  have  failed  to  be  fully  self  sustaining ;  yet 
believing  that  both  are  needed,  and  will  in  time  become  sources  of 
income,  we  recommend  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  by 
the  General  Conference : 

Resolved.,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  be  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  pay  annually  to  the  California  and  Pacific 
Christian  Advocates  during  the  next  four  years  such  suna,  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  to  each,  as  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Publishing  Committees  of  said  papers  shall  be  deemed  necessary 
to  their  continued  publication. 

They  further  report  on  a 

BOOK    DEPOSITORY   AT    DETROIT. 

Resolved.,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  establish  a  depository  of  our  books  at  Detroit, 
Michigan,  if  in  their  judgment  it  can  be  done  without  loss  to  the 
Concern,  or  to  make  such  other  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary 
to  keep  our  books  on  sale  there  at  book-room  prices. 

B.  F.  Ckary,  Secretary.       ,  C.  B.  Tippett,  Cliairman. 


Gy  VIII. — Journal,  page  160. 

REPORT  NO.  VIII  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BOOK 

CONCERN. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  further  report  in  reference 
to  the  Central  Christian  Advocate  and  Depository  at  St.  Louis : 

Resolved,  That  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be  and  they  are  hereby 
instructed  to  enlarge  the  Central  Christian  Advocate  so  as  to  make 
it  equal  to  the  Western  or  Northwestern  Advocates. 

Resolved.,  That  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be  instructed  to  furnish 
books  for  the  Depository  at  St.  Louis  as  provided  for  in  the  Disci- 
pline, page  227,  ninth  line  from  the  top. 

Resolved.,  That  we  direct  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  to  pay 
to  C.  Elliott,  D.D.,  Editor  of  the  Central  Christian  Advocate,  all 
that  part  of  his  salary  which  he  relinquished  to  enable  the  Agents, 
under  the  restrictions  imposed  on  them  by  the  last  General  Con- 
ference, to  continue  the  publication  of  the  paper. 

B.  F.  Crary,  Secretary.    •  C.  B.  Tippett,  Chairman. 
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G,  IX. — Journal,  pages  160,  228. 

REPORT  NO.  IX  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BOOK 

CONCERN. 
PITTSBURGH  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  AND  DEPOSITORY. 

JResolved,  That  we  instruct  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  to 
secure  without  unnecessary  delay,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  such 
a  building  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  as  may  be  required  for  pub- 
lishing the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  and  for  the  business  of 
the  Depository  in  that  city. 

B.  F.  Ckaky,  Secretary.  C.  B.  Tippett,  Chairman. 


Gy  X.— Journal,  pages  190,  229. 

REPORT  NO.  X  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BOOK 

CONCERN. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  further  respectfully  report : 

That  the  accumulation  of  capital  for  the  relief  of  worn-out  preach- 
ers is  not  the  only  nor  the  chief  reason  for  the  establishment  of  our 
Book  Concern.  It  has  a  higher,  holier  mission  :  the  enlightenment 
of  millions  of  souls.  We  wish  the  whole  Church  to  know  that  the 
means  we  have  at  New  York  and  Cincinnati  are  inadequate  to  sup- 
ply the  urgent  demands  for  our  literature.  Shall  we  exhaust  our 
resources  in  benefactions  of  doubtful  expediency  when  millions  of 
souls  are  pleading  for  our  books  ?  when  our  presses  cannot  turn 
out  enough  to  meet  the  necessities  of  our  people  ? 

None  but  God  can  know  what  this  ministry  to  mind  can  yet  do 
in  "  spreading  scriptural  holiness  over  these  lands."  We  recom- 
mend for  adoption  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  in  our  judgment  the  paramount  object  of  our 
publishing  interest  should  be  the  wider  diffusion  of  a  sanctified 
literature.  C.  B.  Tippett,  Chairman. 

B.  F.  CrAiKT,  Secretary. 


G,  XL— Journal,  pages  208,  229,  230. 

REPORT  NO.  XI  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BOOK 

CONCERN. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  further  report : 
That  our  publishing  interest*  east  and  west  unquestionably  pre- 
sent an  example  of  great  financial  success,  of  wonderful  develop- 
ment, and  of  usefulness  illimitable. 

We  are  overwhelmed  with  the  imperative  obligation  to  supply 
the  increasing  demand  for  our  books  and  periodicals.  We  must 
do  that ;  and  that  will  multiply  our  presses,  increase  our  deposi- 
tories, extend  the  circulation  of  our  papers,  and  from  millions  we 
shall  go  to  tens  and  hundreds  of  millions  iu  our  sales.    Who  can 
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limit  the  mighty  field  before  us  ?  Who  would  contract,  or  cease 
to  expand,  our  means  of  supplying  the  people  with  reading  matter  ? 

We  would  have  our  agents  enter  every  open  door,  enter  the 
market  generally,  sell  to  everybody,  husband  our  means,  increase 
our  presses,  and  send  out  over  tho  whole  continent  our  literature. 

We  cannot  be  too  <iareful  of  our  resources.  Every  quadrennial 
should  show  au  increase  in  our  permanent  capital  and  in  our  facili- 
ties for  publishing.  Prudence,  economy,  and  tact  have  marked 
the  conduct  of  our  Agents  and  Book  Committees,  and  we  are  hap- 
pily united  in  counsel  and  in  faitli.    We  respectfully  report  as  to  the 

BOOK  CONCERN  AT  NEW  YORK. 

The  Quadrennial  Report  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  and 
the  Report  of  the  Book  Committee  have  been  carefully  examined, 
and  afford  most  gratifying  evidence  that  the  vast  interests  of  the 
Church  have  been  in  the  hands  of  enterprising,  feithful,  and  capa- 
ble men.  The  aggregate  sales  have  been  more  than  $1,500,000, 
and  the  profits  have  been  judicion«ly  expended;  but  we  leana  from 
the  Agents  that  there  is  passing  need  of  more  room  and  more 
presses.  The  Book  Committee  seem,  with  conscientious  thorough- 
ness, to  have  examined  the  internal  working  of  our  colossal  pub- 
lishing house,  both  as  to  its  manufactures  and  accounts,  and  have 
shown  that  the  New  York  Coneei-n  and  all  of  its  branch  deposi- 
tories hav€  beem  managed  T\ith  integrity,  harmony,  and  signal 
success. 

The  "  Advocate  and  Journal,'"'  the  "  Northern"  and  the  "  Pitts- 
burgh Advocates"  have  all  succeeded  well.  We  oflfer  for  adoption 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  T%at  we  approve  th'e  course  pursued  by  our  Agents 
at  New  York,  and  are  gratified  with  the  marked  advancement  our 
Ooncem  has  made ;  and  we  earnestly  express  our  desire  that  nothing 
should  deter  our  Agents  from  making  the  attempt  to  supply  fully 
the  demand  for  our  publications, 

WESTERN   BOOK  CONCERN. 

The  book  and  periodical  sales  of  the  Western  Book  Concern 
amount  to  $1,127,851  during  the  last  quadrennial,  being  an  increase 
over  the  preceding  four  years  of  $159,853  36, 

The  presses  of  the  Concern  have  worked  to  their  utmost  capacity. 
Two  large  first-class  presses  have  been  added  at  Chicago,  and  yet 
the  Concern  cannot  fill  the  market  opened  to  it. 

The  policy  of  expansion,  in  order  to  supply  the  people  with  read- 
ing matter,  is  the  only  one  reason  and  religion  could  justify.  When 
the  market  is  glutted  and  our  presses  idle  we  may  discuss  the 
question  of  diverting  the  proceeds ;  until  then  we  can  only  try  to 
keep  pace  with  the  people  and  supply  them  if  possible. 

We  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  we  are  gratified  with  the  financial  success  and 
present  condition  of  the  Western  Book  Concern,  and  that  we  regard 
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the  additions  and  improvements  at  Chicago  as  necessary  and  judi- 
cious, and  heartily  approve  the  management  and  conduct  of  our 
Agents. 

NORTHERN   CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE. 

Resolved.,  That  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Northern 
Christian  Advocate  be  directed  to  ti'ansfer  the  property  in  their 
hands  to  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York,  and  that  said  Agents  are 
hereby  instructed  to  take  possession  of  that  paper,  with  its  assets 
and  liabilities,  and  to  continue  the  publication  of  the  same  in 
Western  New  York,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Northwestern 
Christian  Advocate  at  Chicago  is  published  by  the  Book  Agents 
at  Cincinnati. 

Resolved.,  That  the  Discipline,  Part  IV,  §  5,  be  amended  as 
follows : 

1.  Insert  in  paragraph  5,  page  218,  after  the  words  "Advocate 
and  Journal,"  the  words  "  and  an  Editor  for  the  Northern  Christian 
Advocate," 

2.  In  paragraph  6,  page  219,  after  the  words  "the  condition  of 
the  Book  Concern,"  insert  "  including  the  Northern  Christian  Ad- 
vocate," 

3.  Strike  out  in  paragraph  10,  page  224,  the  words  "the 
Northern  Christian  Advocate  in  Western  New  York." 

4.  In  paragraph  20,  page  228,  second  line,  after  the  words  "  New 
York,"  insert  "  and  the  Editor  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate." 

5.  In  the  same  paragraph,  ninth  line  from  the  top,  strike  out 
"  Western  Ncav  York." 

6.  Strike  out  paragraph  12,  page  225. 

AUTHORITY  OF  THE  AGENTS  TO  PURCHASE  REAL  ESTATE  AND 
TO  BUILD  IF  NECESSARY. 

Resolved,  That  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  at  New  York 
and  at  Cincinnati  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  purchase 
real  estate  for  the  depositories  under  their"  care,  or  to  erect  build- 
ings for  them,  or  for  the  main  Concerns,  when  in  their  judgment  it 
can  be  done  for  the  interest  of  the  Church. 

EASTERN  AND  WESTERN  BOOK  COMMITTEES. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  following  plan  for  districting  the 
work: 

Committee  at  New  York. 

1.  New  York  and  New  York  East  Conferences. 

2.  Providence,  New  England,  and  Maine, 

3.  East  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont. 

4.  Philadelphia,  New  Jersey,  and  Newark. 

5.  Baltimore  and  East  Baltimore. 

6.  Troy  and  Black  River. 

7.  Oneida  and  Wyoming. 

8.  Genesee  and  East  Genesee, 

9.  Erie,  Pittsburgh,  and  West  Virginia. 
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Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati. 

1.  Ohio  Conference. 

2.  Cincinnati  and  Kentucky. 

3.  Central  Ohio  and  North  Ohio. 

4.  Indiana  and  Southeastern  Indiana. 

5.  North  Indiana  and  Northwest  Indiana. 

6.  Detroit  and  Michigan. 

I.  Illinois  and  Southern  Illinois. 

8.  Rock  River  and  Central  Illinois. 

9.  Iowa,  Upper  Iowa,  and  Des  Moines. 

10.  Wisconsin,  West   Wisconsin,   Northwest   Wisconsin,    and 
Minnesota. 

I I .  Missouri  and  Ai'kansas,  Nebraska  and  Kansas. 
12.  German  Conferences. 

We  recommend  that  the  Discipline  be  amended  as  follows : 
In  paragraph  5,  page  222,  strike  out  "eleven"  and  insert 
"  twelve,"  so  that  it  shall  read,  "  The  Book  Committee  of  this 
department  of  the  Book  Concern  shall  consist  of  twelve  traveling 
ministers."  And  in  paragraph  6,  page  219,  strike  out  "seven" 
and  insert  "  nine,"  so  that  it  shall  read,  "  The  Book  Committee  at 
New  York  shall  consist  of  7iine  traveling  ministers." 

B.  F.  Cbaey,  Secretary.  C.  B.  Tippett,  Chairman. 


SLAVERY. 

Hy  l> — Journal,  pages  147,  165,  167i 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SLAVERY. 

The  Committee  on  Slavery  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report : 

The  long  contest  on  the  subject  of  slavery  seems  drawing  to  a 
close,  and  no  doubtful  tokens  indicate  the  will  of  God,  and  point 
unerringly  to  the  destruction  of  a  system  so  inhuman. 

The  sufferings  to  be  endured  cannot  be  as  great  as  those  we 
have  passed,  and  the  heroism  of  the  hour  is  adequate  to  bear  the 
burdens  which  may  be  imposed  upon  us. 

Patriotism  and  piety  lead  us  to  the  conclusions  to  which  we 
have  arrived,  and,  aside  from  all  questions  of  expediency,  impel  us 
to  adopt  the  policy  so  strongly  urged  in  the  Episcopal  Address. 

We  rejoice  that  we  have  from  the  beginning  been  foremost 
among  American  Churches  in  the  contest  against  slavery. 

Slavery  has  nothing  to  commend  it  to  our  forbearance ;  on  the 
other  hand,  it  has  inflicted  upon  us  injuries  we  cannot  forget.  It 
has  rent  the  Church  in  twain,  and  seeks  to  divide  the  nation.  It 
has  kindled  the  fires  of  inextinguishable  hatred  along  an  extended 
border,  and  brought  indescribable  distress  on  our  brethren  Avho 
have  labored  there.     These  brethren  we  not  only  admire  and  love, 
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but  we  pledge  ourselves  to  share  with  them  in  all  that  is  possible 
or  necessary  in  the  labors  of  the  future. 

The  question  has  reached  its  present  status  not  so  much  through 
our  efforts  in  this  behalf  as  through  the  guidings  of  the  Divine  haud, 
whose  power  we  reverently  behold  in  the  grand  movements  of 
our  times. 

The  proposed  new  rule  is  only  an  expression  of  a  conviction  long 
entertained  by  the  majority  of  the  Church,  the  utterance  of  au 
edict  which  conscience  dictates,  and  the  teaching  of  God's  Word 
approves. 

Abhorrence  of  slavery  has  increased  with  the  progress  of  the 
people  in  moral  and  religious  knowledge,  showing  that  morality 
and  religion  are  against  the  system.  The  voices  of  our  common 
humanity  protest  against  its  longer  existence,  and  this  judgment 
is  God's  decision,  for  nature  is  true  to  her  author. 

Your  committee  could  not  do  otherwise  than  give  expression  to 
the  truth  which  more  than  ever  affects  the  Church  and  the  na- 
tion, and  array  at  once  the  moral  force  of  Methodism  on  the  side 
of  emancipation. 

The  great  families  of  Methodism  throughout  the  world  will 
rejoice  that  we  have  taken  a  step  which  wipes  out  the  imputation 
of  complicity  with  this  evil,  and  gives  us  the  decided  advantage  of 
leading  still  in  the  question  which  has  so  long  perplexed  the  Church. 

We  feel  that  no  answer  is  needed  to  the  pleadings  of  expediency 
once  so  powerfully  and  eloquently  urged.  The  grandeur  of  an 
overwhelming  moral  conviction  uttered  by  the  whole  nation  and 
Church,  should  not  be  impaired  by  answers  to  logic  which  the 
course  of  events  have  shown  to  be  fallacious. 

So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  then,  the  question,  "What  shall  be 
done  for  the  extirpation  of  slavery  ?"  shall  be  answered  by  a  rule 
uprooting  it  and  forbidding  it  forever.  Local  difficulties  and  special 
cases  will  adjust  themselves,  and  we  shall  be  untrammeled  in  our 
future  operations  in  territory  blighted  by  this  departing  curse. 

Relying  on  the  promise  and  mercy  of  God,  as  far  as  we  can  we 
"proclaim  liberty  throughout  all  the  land  to  all  the  inhabitants 
thereof" 

Loyalty  to  the  government  leads  iis  to  accept  emancipation 
whenever  and  wherever  the  President  proclaims  it  or  the  states 
decree  it,  and  devotion  to  truth  and  to  God  impels  us  to  bring  the 
controversy  to  an  end  in  the  Church  by  adopting  a  rule  which 
casuistry  cannot  distort  into  a  license  for  slavery. 

While  reviewing  the  past  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  good- 
ness of  God  in  guiding  us  so  harmoniously  to  these  conclusions, 
and  with  firm  trust  in  him,  commit  our  work  to  the  judgment  of 
the  Church  and  of  mankind. 

We  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  1.  By  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 
in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  we  recommend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  General  Rule  on  Slavery  so  that  it  shall  read : 
Slaveholdmg  •  buying  or  selling  slaves. 
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Jiesolved,  2,  That  we  recommend  the  suspension  of  the  fourth  re- 
strictive rule  for  the  purpose  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  resohition. 

Mesolved,  3,  That  the  bishops  be  requested  to  submit  the  fore- 
going resolutions  to  the  Annual  Conferences  at  their  next  sessions, 
and  if  the  requisite  number  of  votes  be  obtained,  to  report  to  the 
Book  Agents,  who  are  hereby  instructed  to  insert  the  new  rule  in 
all  subsequent  editions  of  the  Discipline. 

D.  Wise,  Secretary.  B.  F.  Crary,  Chairman. 


Hy  II* — Journal,  page  158. 

REPORT    OF    THE    MINORITY    OF    THE    COMMITTEE 

ON   SLAVERY. 

The  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery  beg  leave  to  say  that 
they  have  not  been  able  to  concur  with  the  majority  in  the  conclu- 
sions reached  by  them.  For  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  as  they 
think,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  change  the  General  Rule  on  Slav- 
ery so  as  to  exclude  all  persons  sustaining  the  relation  of  master 
from  the  Church;  they  therefore  respectfully  submit  the  following 
as  a  substitute  for  the  General  Rule  on  Slavery  reported  by  the 
majority,  namely : 

"  The  selling  of  human  beings,  or  the  buying  or  holding  them, 
except  for  reasons  purely  humane." 

E.  P.  Phelps, 

'  L.  M.  Reeves, 

J.  W.  Regeb. 


STATE    OF    THE    COUNTRY. 

Ii  i. — Journal,  page  147. 

REPORT  NO.  I  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  STATE 
OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Country  have  carefully  con- 
sidered the  following  subject,  submitted  to  them  by  the  General 
Conference,  namely : 

W/iereas^  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  the  first  to  tender  its  allegiance  to  the  government 
under  the  Constitution  in  the  days  of  Washington ;  and 

Whereas,  The  fair  record  of  the  Church  has  never  been  tarnished 
by  disloyalty;  and 

W/oereas,  Our  ministers  and  people  are  deeply  in  sympathy  with 
the  government  in  its  efforts  to  put  down  rebellion  and  set  the 
captives  free ;  therefore 
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Jiesolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed,  whose  dnty 
it  shall  be  to  proceed  to  Washington,  to  present  to  the  President 
of  these  United  States  the  assurances  of  our  Church  in  a  suitable 
address  that  we  are  with  him  in  heart  and  soul  in  the  present 
struggle  for  human  rights  and  free  institutions; 

And  beg  leave  to  report.  That  they  recommend  iha,tjive  be  sub- 
stituted for  three  as  the  number  of  the  committee,  and  that  the  res- 
olution as  thus  amended  be  adopted. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  Cummikgs,  Chairman. 


\f  ll« — Journal,  page  155. 

REPORT  NO.  n  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  STATE 
OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Country,  after  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  of  the  delegation  it  is  proposed  to  send 
with  an  Address  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  beg  leave 
to  report  that  they  have  instructed  their  chairman  to  present  for 
the  approval  of  the  General  Conference  the  Address  contemplated 
in  the  resolution  referred  for  consideration. 

The  committee  still  further  report  that  they  have  nominated  as 
the  delegation 

;    Bishop  Edward  R.  Ames, 
j    Rev.  Joseph  Cummings, 
Rev.  George  Peck, 
Rev.  Charles  Elliott, 
Rev.  Granville  Moody. 

The  committee  also  report  the  following 

ADDRESS  OF   THE   GENERAL  CONFERENCE   TO  PRESIDENT 

LINCOLN. 

To   His    Excellency    Abraham   Lincoln,   President   of  the 
United  States. 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  now 
in  session  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  representing  nearly  seven 
thoiisand  ministers  and  nearly  a  million  of  members,  mindful  of 
their  duty  as  Christian  citizens,  takes  the  earliest  opportunity  to  ex- 
press to  you  the  assurance  of  the  loyalty  of  the  Church,  her  earnest 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  country,  and  her  sympathy  with  you 
in  the  great  responsibilities  of  your  high  position  in  this  trying 
hour. 

With  exultation  we  point  to  the  record  of  our  Church  as  having 
never  been   tarnished   by   disloyalty.     She   was  the  first  of  the 
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Churclies  to  express,  by  a  deputation  of  her  most  distinguished 
ministers,  the  promise  of  support  to  the  Government  in  the  days 
of  Washington.  In  her  Articles  of  Religion  she  has  enjoined  loy- 
alty as  a  duty,  and  has  ever  given  to  the  government  her  most 
decided  support. 

In  this  present  struggle  for  the  nation's  life  many  thousands  of 
lier  members,  and  a  large  number  of  her  ministers,  have  rushed  to 
arms  to  maintain  the  cause  of  God  and  humanity.  They  have 
sealed  their  devotion  to  their  country  with  their  blood  on  every 
battle-field  of  this  terrible  war. 

We  regard  this  dreadful  scourge  now  desolating  our  land  and 
wasting  the  nation's  life  as  the  result  of  a  most  unnatural,  utterly 
unjustifiable  rebellion,  involving  the  crime  of  treason  against  the 
best  of  human  govei'nments  and  sin  against  God.  It  required  our 
government  to  submit  to  its  own  dismemberment  and  destruction, 
leaving  it  no  alternative  but  to  preserve  the  national  integrity  by 
the  use  of  the  national  resources.  If  the  government  had  failed  to 
use  its  power  to  preserve  the  unity  of  the  nation  and  maintain  its 
authority  it  would  have  been  justly  exposed  to  the  wrath  of 
heaven,  and  to  the  reproach  and  scorn  of  the  civilized  woi^ld. 

Our  earnest  and  constant  prayer  is,  that  this  cruel  and  wicked 
rebellion  may  be  speedily  suppressed ;  and  we  pledge  y9u  our 
hearty  co-operation  in  all  appropriate  means  to  secure  this  object. 

Loyal  ai}d  hopeful  in  national  adversity,  in  prosperity  thankful, 
we  most  heartily  congratulate  you  on  the  glorious  victories  re- 
cently gained,  and  rejoice  in  the  belief  that  our  complete  triumph 
is  near. 

We  believe  that  our  national  sorrows  and  calamities  have 
resulted  in  a  great  degree  from  our  forgetfulness  of  God  and  op- 
pression of  our  fellow-men.  Chastened  by  affliction,  may  the 
nation  humbly  repent  of  her  sins,  lay  aside  her  haughty  pride, 
honor  God  in  all  future  legislation,  and  render  justice  to  all  who 
have  been  wronged. 

We  honor  you  for  your  proclamations  of  liberty,  and  rejoice  in 
all  the  acts  of  the  government  designed  to  secure  freedom  to  the 
enslaved. 

We  trust  that  when  military  usages  and  necessities  shall  justify 
interference  with  established  institutions,  and  the  removal  of 
wrongs  sanctioned  by  law,  the  occasion  will  be  improved,  not 
merely  to  injure  our  foes  and  increase  the  national  resources,  but 
also  as  an  opportunity  to  recognize  our  obligations  to  God  and  to 
honor  his  law.  We  pray  that  the  time  may  speedily  come  when 
this  shall  be  truly  a  republican  and  free  country,  in  no  part  of 
which,  either  state  or  territory,  shall  slavery  be  known. 

The  prayers  of  millions  of  Christians,  with  an  earnestness  never 
manifested  for  rulers  before,  dayly  ascend  to  heaven  that  you  may 
be  endued  with  all  needed  wisdom  and  power.  Actuated  by  the 
sentiments  of  the  loftiest  and  purest  patriotism,  our  prayer  shall  be 
continually  for  the  preservation  of  our  country  undivided,  for  the 
triumph  of  our  cause,  and  for  a  permanent  peace,  gained  by  the 
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eacrifice  of  no  moral  principles,  but  founded  on  the  word  of  God, 
and  securing  in  righteousness  liberty  and  equal  rights  to  all. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  Cummings,  Chairman. 
PmiiADBLPHiA,  Jfay  14,  1864. 


ly  III* — Journal,  page  177. 
PRESIDENT  LINCOLN'S  REPLY  TO  THE  ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen, — In  response  to  your  address  allow  me  to  attest  the 
accuracy  of  its  historical  statements,  indorse  the  sentiments  it  ex- 
presses, and  thank  you  in  the  nation's  name  for  the  snre  promise 
it  gives. 

Nobly  sustained  as  the  government  has  been  by  all  the  Churches, 
I  would  utter  nothing  which  might  in  the  least  appear  invidious 
against  any.  Yet  without  this  it  may  fairly  be  said  that  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  not  less  devoted  than  the  best,  is,  by 
its  greater  numbers,  the  most  important  of  all.  It  is  no  fault  in 
others  that  the  Methodist  Church  sends  more  soldiers  to  the  field, 
more  nurses  to  the  hospitals,  and  more  prayers  to  heaven  than  any. 
God  bless  the  Methodist  Church !  bless  all  the  Churches !  and 
blessed  be  God !  who  in  this  our  great  trial  giveth  us  the  Churches. 
[Signed]  A.  Lincoln. 


If  IV. — Journal,  pages  208,  264. 

REPORT  NO.  ni  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  STATE 
OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Country  beg  leave  to  present 
the  following  report : 

No  previous  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  has  met  in  a  period  so  important  as  the  present.  It  is 
crowded  with  thrilling  events  that  must  affect  the  highest  interests 
of  the  Church,  of  our  country,  and  of  the  world,  A  fearfully 
wicked  rebellion,  having  no  justification  in  its  origin  or  continuance, 
and  involving  the  crime  of  treason  against  the  best  of  human  gov- 
ernments and  sin  against  God,  is  wasting  the  energies  of  the 
nation 'and  destroying  thousands  of  precious  lives.  Our  govern- 
ment is  struggling  with  a  desperate,  maddened  foe  for  the  national 
life,  having  no  alternative  but  to  maintain  its  authority  or  yield 
itself  to  dismemberment  and  destruction.  In  such  circumstances  it 
becomes  our  duty  as  Christian  ministers  and  citizens  to  do  all  in 
our  power  to  sustain  our  government  in  this  just  cause  of  humanity 
and  God. 
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Our  Churcli,  which  was  the  first  to  give  to  the  government  under 
"Washington  the  assurances  of  allegiance  and  the  pronaise  of  sup- 
port, has  ever  been  loyal  and  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
country.     In  this  present  war,  vviierever  her  influence  has  prevailed, 
the  government  has  received  decided  support.     Her  members  have 
been  prompt  to  meet  the  burdens  and  sacrifices  imposed,  and  have 
rallied  by  thousands  to  the  standard  of  their  country.     They  have 
sealed  with  their  blood  their  devotion  to  a  righteous  cause.     Her 
ministers,  in  the  gift  of  their  sons,  in  personal  efforts  and  sacrifices, 
and  in  all  the  ways  in  which  their  services  might  be  available,  have 
given   the  highest  proof  of  Christian  patriotism.     Many  of  them  j 
have  been  called  to  endure  privation,  sacrifice,  and  bitter  perse-    • 
cution,  and  some  have  fallen  martyrs  to  the  principles  they  have 
boldly  avowed.     One  member  of  the  last  General  Conference,  Rev.  i 
Anthony  Bewley,  a  worthy  and  estimable  man,  fell  a  victim  to  the  I 
brutal  violence  of  a  mob  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

The  causes. of  this  desolating  war  are  not  recent.     Early  in  our 
history  the  Christian  spirit  manifested  by  the  first  colonies  on  the 
New  England  shores  declined,  and  a  new  theory  of  government, 
was  introduced.     Our  statesmen  turned  away  from  the  recognition  \ 
of  God  as  the  source  of  all  civil  authority,  and  his  Word  as  the  ' 
foundation  of  law,  and  announced  the  will  of  the  people,  the  con-   j 
sent  of  the  governed,  as  the  source  of  power.     It  is  a  matter  of 
regret  and  a  cause  of  reproach  that  in  our  otherwise  most  excel- 
lent Constitution  the  name  of  God  does  not  appear,  not  even  in  the 
oath  pi-escribed  for  the  President.     There  is  nothing  in  that  instru- 
ment that  indicates  that  we  are  a   Christian  nation.     It   is   not 
strange  that,  under  such  circumstances,  slavery,  an  institution  ever 
oflfensive  to  God  and  contrary  to  the  first  principles  of  a  republican 
government,  was  allowed  and  guarded.     But  in  the  hour  when,  in 
defiance  of  the  teachings  of  Providence  and  of  history,  this  wrong 
was  recognized,  it  became  a  necessity  that  it  should  be  removed 
peaceably  or  by  war.     The  causes  of  this  conflict  are  coeval  with 
our  history  as  a  nation. 

Our  forgetfulness  of  God  has  been  manifested  in  a  disposition  to  I 
sacrifice  moral  principle  to  expediency  in  order  to  secure  a  tem-'^ 
porary  peace,  in  the  scorn  with  which  the  enunciation  that  there  is 
a  law  higher  than  the  Constitution  was  received,  and  in  the  shame- 
less corruption  that  characterized  legislation  for  many  years. 

Slaveholding,  essentially  aristocratic,  fostering  a  spirit  of  arro- 
gance and  exaction,  is  necessarily  opposed  to  the  doctrine  of  human 
equality.  Too  long  the  nation  met  the  haughty  exactions  of  slave- 
holders with  servile  compliance;  but  at  length  the  limit  was 
reached  when  there  was  no  alternative  but  resistance  or  the  sacrifice 
of  all  manhood  and  virtue.  Then  was  exhibited  that  sublime  upris- 
ing of  the  people  that  astonished  the  world,  and  the  determination 
was  avowed  to  defend  at  any  cost  our  Constitution  and  the  integ- 
rity of  our  government.  But  still,  forgetful  of  God,  we  boasted  of 
our  power  to  crush  the  foe,  and  were  not  prepared  to  render  justice 
to  the  oppressed. 
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God  suffered  our  armies  to  be  turned  back  in  confusion  and  our 
pride  to  be  cast  down  in  the  dust.  We  have  struggled  on,  expend- 
ing our  treasures  with  a  lavish  hand,  sacrificing  the  lives  of  our 
young  men,  and  mortgaging  the  industry  of  coming  centuries  to 
meet  our  accumulating  debt. 

Chastened  by  adversity,  may  we  learn  to  acknowledge  our 
dependence  on  God  for  power  and  victory,  and  also  to  recognize 
fully  the  brotherhood  of  man.  Our  country  hitherto  has  been 
the  land  of  the  free  only  in  name ;  but  we  trust  the  time  will 
soon  come  when  in  no  part  of  its  wide  domain  will  slavery 
be  known. 

The  safety  in  the  rebellious  states  of  our  civil  institutions,  as  well 
as  justice  to  those  who  have  been  enslaved,  requires  that  in  all  the 
privileges  of  citizenship,  as  well  as  in  all  the  other  rights  of  a  com- 
mon manhood,  there  shall  be  no  distinction  founded  on  color. 
Those  who  have  periled  their  lives  with  less  encouragement  than 
any  other  class  has  received  to  defend  our  liberty  may  surely  by 
right,  human  and  divine,  claim  all  the  privileges  the  ballot  can  be- 
stow. Most  certainly  free  institutions  will  be  as  safe  with  them  as 
with  the  descendants  of  those  who  have  incurred  the  crimes  of  per- 
jury and  treason  to  overthrow  our  government.  Provision  should 
be  made  to  give  those  a  share  in  the  soil  who  have  cultivated  it 
without  recompense  and  defended  it  with  their  blood. 

It  becomes  us  to  pray  most  earnestly  for  the  end  of  this  conflict, 
and  for  a  peace  established  in  righteousness,  on  the  word  of  God; 
but  we  should  jealously  guard  against  a  false  and  hollow  peace, 
gained  at  the  sacrifice  of  moral  principles.  We  should  consent  to 
no  division  of  our  country.  The  land  our  fathers  gained,  with  all 
its  historic  renown,  is  ours,  doubly  sacred  and  dear,  and  sacred 
since  it  holds  the  graves  of  the  noble  men  who  have  fallen  in  this 
war.  We  will  not  reproach  their  memories  by  acts  that  shall  inti- 
mate they  died  in  an  unworthy  cause.  The  widow  shall  not  be 
compelled  to  sue  for  liberty  to  weep  over  the  grave  of  her  son,  nor 
will  we  ask  of  a  foreign  power  permission  to  stand  by  the  tomb  of 
I  Washington. 

\  We  should  frown  with  indignation  on  all  as  guilty  of  disloyalty 
who  coldly  criticise  every  measure  of  the  administration  in  this 
struggle  for  the  national  life,  under  the  hypocritical  pretense  that 
they  are  careful  that  the  fundamental  law  shall  not  be  violated ; 
and  we  should  give  to  all  honest,  earnest,  righteous  measures  to 
crush  this  rebellion  our  hearty  support. 

We  rejoice  in  the  victories  God  has  given  us,  and  have  full 
assurance  our  cause  will  triumph.  The  events  that  have  transpired 
in  our  country  are  but  incidents  in  the  great  struggle  for  freedom 
that  ages  have  witnessed.  All  revolutions  and  efforts  to  secure 
true  Christian  Hberty,  fraternity,  and  equality  are  connected. 
Each  preceding  event  has  prepared  the  way  for  those  that  follow. 
The  triumph  of  civil  freedom  is  connected  with  that  of  Christian- 
ity. When  the  Gospel  shall  be  proclaimed  and  understood  all 
oppression  and  wrong  will  be  removed,  and  liberty  and  knowledge, 
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with  all  their  attendant  blessings,  will  be  proclaimed  throughout 
the  world. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved.,  That  in  this  hour  of  the  nation's  trial  we  will 
remember  the  President  of  the  United  States,  all  other  officers  of 
the  government,  and  our  army  and  navy,  in  never-ceasing  prayer. 

2.  Resolved.,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  prosecute 
the  war  with  all  its  resources  of  men  and  money  till  this  wicked 
rebellion  shall  be  subdued,  the  integrity  of  the  nation  shall  be 
secured,  and  its  legitimate  authority  shall  be  re-established,  and 
that  we  jjledge  our  hearty  support  and  co-oj^eration  to  secure  this 
result. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  our  calamities  as  resulting  from  our 
forgetfulness    of  God,   and   from   slavery,    so  long   our   nation's  , 
reproach,  and  that  it  becomes  us  to  humble  ourselves  and  forsake 
our  sins  as  a  people,  and  hereafter,  in  all   our  laws  and  acts,  to  1 
honor  God. 

4.  Resolved.,  That  we  will  use  our  eiforts  to  secure  such  a  change 
in  the  Constitution  of  our  country  as  shall  recognize  the  being  of/ 
God,  our  dependence  on  him  for  prosperity,  and  also  his  word  as  | 
the  foundation  of  civil  law. 

5.  Resolved.,  That  we  regard  slavery  as  abhorrent  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  holy  religion,  humanity,  and  civilization,  and  that  we 
are  decidedly  in  favor  of  such  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
and  such  legislation  on  the  part  of  the  states  as  shall  prohibit 
slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  for  crime,  throughout  all 
the  states  and  territories  of  the  country. 

6.  Resolved.,  That  while  we  deplore  the  evils  of  war  that  has  filled 
our  land  with  mourning  we  rejoice  in  the  sublime  manifestations 
of  benevolence  it  has  developed,  as  seen  in  the  Sanitary  and  Chris- 
tian Commissions,  and  in  the  associations  formed  to  aid  the  vast 
multitudes  who  have  recently  become  freemen,  and  that  we  pledge 
to  these  institutions  our  hearty  co-operation  and  support. 

Respectfully  submitted,         Joseph  CuMMiNGS,.C/iae>man. 


MISSIONS. 

J,  I.— Journal,  pages  83,  137,  138,  199. 
REPORT  NO.  I  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  FOREIGN  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
report : 

1.  Resolved.,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  General  Conference, 
our  foreign  missions  should  be  organized  into  Mission  Annual  Con-. 
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ferehces  so  soon  as  their  condition  severally  shall  render  such 
organization  proper,  and  that  such  Mission  Conferences  should 
possess  all  the  rights,  powers,  and  privileges  of  other  Annual  Con- 
ferences, with  the  concurrence  of  the  presiding  bishop,  excepting 
that  of  sending  delegates  to  the  General  Conference  and  of  draw- 
ing its  annual  dividends  from  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern  and 
the  Chartered  Fund,  and  of  voting  on  constitutional  changes  pro- 
posed in  the  Discipline. 

2.  Resolved^  That  the  General  Conference  instruct  the  bishops 
to  organize  the  missions  in  India  into  a  Mission  Annual  Conference, 
with  powers  limited  as  above,  as  soon  as  practicable. 

3.  Resolved^  That  the  General  Conference  authorize  the  bishops 
to  organize  any  other  of  our  foreign  missions  into  Mission  Confer- 
ences, subject  to  the  above  limitations,  when  in  their  judgment  it 
is  desirable  and  practicable. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  General  Conference 
that  a  visitation  to  our  principal  foreign  missions  should  be  made 
by  one  of  our  bishops  as  often  as  practicable,  at  least  once  in  four 
years.  Wm.  H.  Goode,  Chairman. 

I.  W.  Wiley,  Secretary. 


Jy  II.— Journal,  pages  126,  146,  148,  227. 
REPORT  NO.  II. OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report  to  the  General 
Conference  the  following  resolutions  for  its  adoption  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  grant  the  request  of 
the  Foreign  German  Mission  Conference,  and  change  the  name  of 
that  Conference  into  "  The  Mission  Conference  of  Germany  and 
Switzerland." 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  last  sentence  of  Article  IV  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Missionary  Society  be  so  amended  as  to  read,  "  There 
shall  also  be  two  Assistant  Corresponding  Secretaries,  who  shall 
be  elected  by  the  General  Conference,  the  first  of  whom  shall  reside 
in  NcAV  York,  and  the  second  of  whom  shall  reside  in  the  West, 
at  such  place  as  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  dii'ect,  and  they  shall 
labor  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  missionary  cause  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers  at  New  York, 

3.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  largely  increased  annual  dis- 
bursements of  the  Missionary  Society  the  Contingent  Fund  be 
increased  to. 125,000,  and  that  the  increase  be  made  available  for 
the  current  year. 

4.  Resolved,  That  each  Annual  Conference  be  and  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  furnish  annually  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Missionary  Society  at  New  York  a  report  of  its  doings  on  the  sub- 
ject of  missi£)ns,  which  report  shall  specify  the  name  of  each  district, 
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cii'cuit,  or  station  Avithin  its  bounds  sustained  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
said  Conference  as  a  mission,  together  with  the  amount  of  mission- 
ary money  appropriated  to  each  respectively  for  that  conference 
year. 
I.  W.  Wiley,  Secretary.  Wm.  H.  Goode,  Chairman. 


Jy  III.— Journal,  pages  156,  199. 

REPORT  NO.  Ill  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  General 
Conference  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  So- 
ciety of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  be  and  they  hereby  are 
authorized,  so  far  as  the  General  Conference  may  authorize,  to  con- 
vey to  the  trustees  of  the  Wallamet  University  in  Salem,  Oregon, 
all  the  lands  in  and  near  Salem,  Oregon,  now  belonging  to  the  said 
Board  of  Managers;  the  said  lands  and  their  avails  to  be  used  by 
the  trustees  of  the  said  Wallamet  University  as  an  endowment 
fund,  the  interest  only  of  which  shall  be  used  for  the  snpport  of 
said  institution. 

2.  Resolved.,  That  in  ihe  appointment  of  the  General  Missionary 
Committee  the  bishops  be  directed  to  constitute  corresponding 
members  of  the  said  committee  for  Oregon  and  California  Confer- 
ences respectively,  who  shall  have  a  corresponding  relation  to  the 
said  committee,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  by  proxy  in  its  annual 
meetings  on  all  subjects  relating  to  domestic  missions  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  words  '"''  of  fifty  cents  or  tiptcard^  in  the 
Discipline,  Part  IV,  §  2,  page  210,  paragraph  8,  be  stricken  out  so 
that  it  shall  read,  "  Comprehending  the  name  of  each  collector  in 
his  charge,  and  the  name,  real  or  assumed,  of  each  contributor  to 
each  collector,  that  they  may  be  by  said  executive  committee,"  etc. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  further  to  report  as  fol- 
lows on  the  claim  of  Rev.  William  Wilmot,  of  the  California 
Conference,  for  traveling  expenses,  as  contained  in  the  papers 
referred  to  the  committee  : 

1.  That  he  claims  for  expenses  arising  in  California  from  his 
going  to  his  several  appointments,  and  this  claim  is  addressed  to 
the  California  Conference,  and  though  without  date,  the  committee 
suppose  it  was  presented  at  its  last  session.  The  committee  see  no 
reason  why  it  should  have  been  presented  to  this  General  Confer- 
ence, and  judge  that  this  Conference  is  in  no  way  responsible  for 
such  expenses  as  are  set  forth  in  the  claim ;  neither  does  the  com- 
mittee judge  the  Missionary  Society  to  be  responsible.  The  com- 
mittee therefore  report  this  petition  back  to  the  Conference,  with 
their  judgment  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  this  Con- 
ference. 
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2,  That  he  claims  for  his  expenses  with  his  wife  in  returning  to 
California  after  a  visit  to  the  Atlantic  States  of  some  two  years. 
Your  committee  find  that  his  petition  in  tliis  case  was  also  ad- 
dressed to  the  California  Conference  in  1856,  and  found  its  way  to 
the  General  Conference  in  1860,  and  was  by  this  Conference 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  for 
adjudication;  that  the  Board  did  examine  the  case  and  resolved 
"  that  this  claim  be  not  allowed  ;"  aad  of  this  decision  of  the  Board 
Brother  Wilraot  was  duly  notified  by  the  corresponding  secretary 
in  July,  1860. 

The  committee  therefore  judge  that  no  further  action  on  the  part 
of  this  Conference  is  necessary  in  this  case. 

I.  W,  Wiley,  Secretary.  W.  H.  Goode,  Chairman. 


J,  IV.— Journal,  pages  160,  227. 
REPORT  NO.  IV  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 
resolution  for  adoption  by  the  General  Conference : 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  observance  of  the  first  even- 
ing of  each  month  on  which  the  regular  prayer-meeting  is  held  as 
a  concert  of  prayer  for  missions ;  and  that  we  recommend  all  our 
Churches  to  observe  the  "  Annual  Week  of  Prayer  for  the  Conver- 
sion of  the  World." 

I.  W.  Wiley,  Secretary.  W.  H.  Goode,  Chairman. 


Jy  v.— Journal,  pages  184,  197,  226. 
REPORT  NO.  V  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  respectfully  submit  the  following 
resolutions  for  adoption  by  the  General  Conference : 

1.  Resolved,  That  by  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  at  New  York  the  twelfth  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Missionary  Society  be  amended  so  that  it  will  read  as  follows  : 

article    XII. 

The  Annual  Conferences  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  mission 
districts  as  there  are  effective  superintendents ;  and  there  shall  be  a 
committee  consisting  of  one  from  each  mission  district,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  bishops,  and  to  be  called  the  General  Missionary 
Committee.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee, 

IFHrst.  To  meet  annually  in  the  city  of  New  York  between  the 
1st  and  15th  of  November,  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretary,  Assistant  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  the 
Treasurer. 


J,  v.]       Report  JVb.  V  of  the  Committee  on  Missions.         387 

Secondly.  To  act  jointly  with  the  Board  of  Managers,  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  Assistant  Corresponding  Secretary,  Second 
Assistant  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  in  fixing  the 
amount  which  may  be  drawn  for  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Thirdly.  To  divide  said  amount  between, 

1st.  Foreign  Missions. 

2d.  Domestic  Missions. 
^    3d.  Missions  in  the  United  States  and  Territories  not  inchided^ 
in  the  bounds  of  any  of  the  Annual  Conferences. 

4th.  Other  missions  not  under  our  immediate  care. 

Fourthly.  Said  committee  shall,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
±{oard  ot  Managers,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  at  least  two  of  the 
bishops,  determine  what  fields  shall  be  occupied  or  continued  as 
foreign  missions,  and  the  number  of  persons  to  be  employed  on 
said  missions,  and  shall,  in  conjunction  with  the  Board,  estimate 
the  sums  necessary  for  the  support  of  each  mission,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  two  or  more  of  the  bishops.  Said  committee,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Board  and  bishops  as  aforesaid,  shall  determine 
the  amount  for  which  each  bishop  may  draw  for  the  domestic  mis- 
sions of  those  conferences  over  which  he  shall  preside,  and  shall 
divide  the  amount  appropriated  to  the  missions  in  the  United  States 
and  territories  not  included  in  the  Annual  Conferences  to  such 
sections  of  the  country  as,  in  their  judgment,  the  interests  of  the 
work  require  ;  and  the  bishop  shall  not  draw  on  the  treasurer  for 
more  than  said  amount. 

In  the  intervals  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the  committee  the 
bishops  shall  have  full  power  to  administer  these  missions. 

The  Board  shall  appoint  a  committee,  who,  with  the  bishop 
making  the  appointment,  shall  fix  the  amount  for  the  support  of 
each  missionary  in  this  third  class  of  missions. 

Fifthly.  Said  committee,  by  and  Avith  the  concurrence  of  the 
Board  and  bishops  as  aforesaid,  shall  also  determine  the  amount 
to  be  appropriated  for  the  support  of  missions  not  under  our  im- 
mediate care,  and  the  mode  of  disbursement  thereof 

Provided,  nevertheless,  that  in  the  intervals  between  the  meetings 
of  the  General  Missionary  Committee,  the  Board  of  Managers,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  bishop  who  has  charge,  or  is  to  have  charge 
of  the  work  proposed,  may,  if  they  shall  deem  it  important,  adopt 
a  new  missionary  field,  and  also  provide  for  any  unfoi-eseen  emer- 
gency that  may  arise  ;  and  to  meet  such  demands  may  expend  any 
additional  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Should  any  of  the  members  of  said  committee,  in  the  interval  of 
the  General  Conference,  go  out  of  ofiice  by  death,  resignation,  or 
otherwise,  the  bishop  presiding  in  the  conferences  where  the 
vacancy  shall  occur  shall  appoint  another  to  fill  his  place. 

Said  committee  to  be  amenable  to  the  General  Conference,  to 
which  it  shall  make  full  reports  of  its  doings. 

Any  expense  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties  shall  be  met 
by  the  treasurer  of  the  society. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  bishops  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized, 
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when  in  their  judcfment  the  interests  of  the  work  require  it,  to 
organize  Annual  Conferences  in  the  states  and  territories  not 
embraced  at  the  close  of  this  General  Conference  in  any  of  the 
Annual  Conferences,  such  Conferences  to  possess  all  the  rights, 
powers,  and  privileges  of  other  Annual  Conferences,  excepting  that 
of  sending  delegates  to  the  General  Conference,  and  of  drawing  an 
annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern  and  Chartered 
Fund,  and  of  voting  on  constitutional  changes  proposed  in  the  Dis- 
cipline, which  restrictions  shall  continue  until  the  next  ensuing 
General  Conference. 

3.  Besolved,  That  the  name  of  the  HocJcy  Mountain  Conference 
be  and  hereby  is  changed  into  Colorado  Conference. 

4.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  Mission- 
ary Bishop,  who  shall  reside  in  Liberia,  on  the  Western  Coast  of 
Africa,  or  in  its  vicinity,  and  have  episcopal  jurisdiction  in  Africa 
only.  The  said  bishop  and  Churches  in  Africa  shall  still  be  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United 
States. 

5.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  and  authorize  the  Liberia 
Annual  Conference,  under  the  direction  of  the  bishop  having  charge 
of  said  Conference  at  present,  assisted  by  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary of  the  Missionary  Society,  to  elect,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of 
all  the  members  of  the  said'  Conference,  an  elder  in  good  standing 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  present  him  for  episcopal 
ordination  to  the  bishops,  or  any  of  them,  who  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  ordain  such  person  so  elected,  certifying  in  the  parchment 
of  ordination  that  his  episcopal  jurisdiction  is  expressly  limited  to 
Africa.  W.  H.  Goode,  Chairman. 

I.  W.  Wiley,  Secretary. 


Jy  Vl.—'lournal,  page  226. 

REPORT  OF  THE  GENERAL  MISSIONARY  COMMITTEE 
FOR  1860-1864. 

AFPBOPRIATIOITS   FOB  THE   T£ABS 

roKEiair  iobszons.              isei.       isea.       lees.          ism.  Totmi. 

Africa $22,015   $15,003   $13,750     $13,355  00  $64,123  00 

China 20,076     13,879     17,2'22       29,694  00  80,87100 

Germany 20,688     16,699     23,156       29,163  50  89,706  50 

Scandinavia; 10,395     12,820     13,820       32,019  75  69,054  75 

India , 36,820     34,400     52,918       72,103  50  196,24150 

South  America 2,000       1,000       1,300       16,775  00  21,075  00 

Arizona 2,000          500     2,500  00 

Bulgaria .• 6,000       6,046       8,866       10,623  39  31,635  39 

Total  for  four  years $555,107  14 
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AFPBOFBIATIOirS  FOR  THE  YZABS 

SOUE8TIC  mSSZOITB.                       1861.             1862.  1863.  1864.  TotaL 

American  Domestic  Missionfl...       $88,135     $74,650  $82,250  $136,600  $381,635 

German  Domestic  Missionfl 60,850       37,250  36,900  41,000  166,000 

Scandinavian  Missions 11,800         8,550  8,300  10,550  39,200 

French  Missions 200            200  200  200  800 

Welsh  Missions 900            600  600  500  2,600 

Indian  Missions 5,150         3,600  3,200  3,400  15,350 

Contingent  Fond 10,000       10,000  10,000  10,000  40,oq0 

Incidental  Fund 10,000       10,000  10,000  10,000  40,000 

OflBce  Expenses 8,671       10,000  10,000  10,000  38,671 

Toward  extinguishing  Debt 7,518         

Total $28,671     $30,000  $37,518  $30,000  $118,671 


BECBIPTS  OP  JUSSIOlf  AKY  MOITBT  FOR  THE  TEARS 

COZTFZRRITCEa.  1861.  1862.  lS6a  1864.  Total. 

Baltimore $9,950  98  $2,841  79  $2,558  78  $8,503 18  $23,854  73 

Black  Eiver 3,529  69  3,112  16  3,95147  5,305  87  15,899  19 

California 2,632  58          2,21000  35  00  4,877  58 

Central  Illinois 2,282  70  3,023  62  3,526  46  7,558  95  16,39173 

Central  Ohio 5,706  64  4,072  75  7,136  25  S,«02  33  26,717  97 

Cincinnati 12,138  32  11,840  63  10,420  36  17,832  82  52,232  03 

Detroit 3,073  15  2,734  68  3,451  43  8,07188  17,33120 

East  Baltimore 8,59-3  85  6,517  56  7,512  47  9,926  72  32,550  60 

East  Genesee 3,902  34  3,709  35  4,297  65  6,519  18  18,428  52 

East  Maine 1,079  27  932  29  890  27  1,179  01  4,080  84 

Erie 7,036  73  5,96131  7,272  65  11,193  44  31,464  13 

Genesee 1,877  62  2,619  85  3,186  42  5,170  96  12,854  85 

Illinois 5,455  45  5,890  52  6,185  75  12,768  80  30,400  52 

Indiana 4,114  83  2,583  72  4,25142  9,56145  20,51142 

Iowa 1,622  35  1,220  04  1.377  35  3,745  65  7,965  39 

Kansas 639  23  400  15  352  00  1,849  79  3,24117 

Kentucky 272  21  203  73  25746  229  76  963  16 

Maine 2,062  87  2,529  34  2,11174  2,89190  9,595  85 

Michigan 2,352  14  2,84115  3,235  73  5,608  89  14,037  91 

Minnesota 4<30  69  L,419  12  1,186  52  3,036  97  6,043  30 

Missouri  and  Arkansas  109  40  35  25  102  85  1,136  15  1,383  65 

Nebraska 93  13          379  10  472  23 

Newark 7,224  46  7,060  24  7,369  35  ^,634  60  31,288  65 

New  England 9,289  71  9,160  91  8,424  06  11,488  32  38,363  00 

New  Hampshire 2,095  28  2,16056  2,040  19  2,378  00  8,67403 

New  Jersey 6,217  97  6,239  50  6,343  90  9,074  86  27,876  23 

New  Tork 12,282  50  18,085  45  12,480  99  23,141 04  65,989  98 

New  York  East 15,312 17  13,143  24  13,«26  38  17,469  03  59,550  82 

North  Indiana 3,134  51  4,574  04  4,51177  8,107  01  20,327  33 

North  Ohio 8,236  65  7,730  78  9,769  95  12,808  83  38,546  21 

North-west  Indiana  . .  2,930  11  2,711  58  4,574  21  8,141  59  18,357  49 

North-west  Wisconsin  119  34  257  IS  176  82  661 38  1,214  73 

Ohio  10,255  25  8,405  05  9,260  16  13,429  34  41,349  80 

Oneida 3,258  49  3,693  69  5,268  08  7,494  24  19,714  50 

Oregon 695  70          1,870  25  1,323  40  3,889  35 

Philadelphia 28,847  65  22,198  52  25,337  00  37,030  10  113,413  27 

Pittsburgh 9,916  49  9,538  27  10,588  76  15,675  58  45,719  10 

Providence 4,876  59  4,605  15  5,380  50  6,576  41  21,438  65 

Rock  River 4,647  32  7,784  23  7,454  24  18,892  80  38,778  59 

Eocky  Mountain 

Bouth-eastem  Indiana.  5^320  62  5,066  64  6,192  32  10,803  35  27,382  93 

Southern  Illinois 2,599  OS  3,005  42  4,101 00  7,607 19  17,312  69 

Troy  9,46145  6,190  71  6,023  65  8,088  93  29,764  74 

Upper  Iowa 1,676  40  2,399  19  2,365  61  4,813  00  11,2*4  20 

Vermont 1,550  40  2,439  19  2,63177  4,065  08  10,686  44 

Western  Iowa 376  31  520  45  1,840  95  2,737  71 

Western  Virginia 1,674  50  1,316  48  931  89  2,337  03  6,259  90 

West  Wisconsin 1,202  91  2,147  41  1,773  54  2,783  59  7,907  45 
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HECEIPTS  OP  MISSIONAET  MONEY    FOB  THE  TEASS 
CONFEBEKCES.  1861.  1862.  1863.  1864.  TotaL 

Wisconsin $1,625  02  |3,996  85      $3,639  92  $6,098  Vl  $15,359  96 

Wyoming 2,768  60  2,520  64        2,647  44  3,337  56  11,274  24 

Legacies 10,109  97  10,051  44      12,874  78  17,641  24  50,677  43 

Assistant  Treasurer  . .  5,000  00          5,000  00 

Sundries 16,830  59  18,469  21      18,40164  24,718  33  78,419  77 

Total $1,219,8^7  16 

Moses  Hill,  for  the  Committee. 


EDUCATION. 

K)  I. — Journal,  page  123. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION, 
Appointed  by  the  General  Confebence  op  1860. 

The  Special  Committee  on  Education  appointed  by  the  last 
General  Conference  ask  leave  to  present  the  following  report : 

By  the  action  of  the  last  General  Conference  it  was  made  the 
duty  of  the  committee, 

1st.  To  prepare  and  present  to  this  General  Conference  a  plan 
for  the  organization  of  a  permanent  Board  of  Education. 

2d.  To  correspond  Avith  the  literary  institutions  and  friends  of 
education  in  the  several  districts,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  col- 
lect and  diffuse  information  upon  the  general  subject  of  education 
in  the  Church,  and  also  aid  in  calling  and  holding  educational  con- 
ventions. 

3d.  To  prepare  for  publication  at  the  Book  Concern  an  annual 
educational  register,  which  shall  contain  the  educational  statistics 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  such  other  educational 
matters  as  may  be  deemed  proper. 

1.  After  such  deliberation  as  the  committee  have  been  able  to 
give  the  subject,  they  find  themselves  unable  to  fix  upon  any  plan 
for  the  organization  of  a  permanent  Board  of  Education  which  they 
deem  practicable.  Were  the  educational  movement  of  the  Church 
to  be  commenced  de  novo,  with  the  experience  the  Church  now 
has,  the  organization  of  such  a  board  and  the  formation  of  a  gen- 
eral system  would  be  comparatively  easy.  But  we  are  compelled 
to  take  things  as  they  are.  Heretofore  the  General  Conference  has 
assumed  no  control  over  the  literary  institutions  under  the  patron- 
age of  the  Church,  nor  attempted  to  regulate  the  general  movement 
by  the  enactment  of  any  law  upon  the  subject.  Its  action  has  been 
confined  to  encouragement  and  advice.  What  of- ecclesiastical  con- 
trol has  been  exercised  has  been  by  the  Annual  Conferences.  The 
movement  has  been  conducted  with  much  of  energy  and  zeal,  and 
not  without  a  large  measure  of  success ;  but  having  been  conducted 
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without  any  established  law  or  uniform  plan,  and  with  but  little 
concert  between  the  Conferences  or  the  different  institutions,  that 
there  should  be  seen  in  it  a  want  of  system  and  completeness,  and 
no  little  of  conflict  and  disaster,  should  excite  no  surprise  nor  pro- 
voke severe  animadversion.  May  not,  indeed,  the  very  circum- 
stances which  have  led  to  unavoidable  defects  have  contributed 
largely  to  our  eminent  success?  It  has  been  our  cherished  boast 
that  our  branch  of  the  Church  not  only  had  a  providential  origin, 
but  that  it  has  had  a  providential  development.  Has  Providence 
forsaken  us  in  our  educational  labors,  or  have  we  altogether  failed 
in  recognizing  the  true  providential  indication  of  duty  in  this  depart- 
ment of  Christian  eftbrt  ? 

The  committee  are  confident  that  the  Annual  Conferences  would 
not  consent  to  a  transfer  of  the  control  of  the  literary  institutions 
under  their  care  to  the  General  Conference,  or  a  board  created  by 
its  appointment;  nor  are  they  sure,  could  this  be  done,  that  the 
educational  movement  of  the  Church  would  not  be  robbed  of  much 
of  its  vitality  and  freedom  of  action  in  adapting  itself  to  the  peculiar 
wants  of  the  diiferent  sections  of  the  country  by  attempting  to 
direct  it  by  a  uniform  and  rigid  system.  Will  it  not  gradually  take 
form,  and  probably  the  most  efficient  form,  if  left  to  the  guidance 
of  that  practical  Avisdom  which  comes  of  experience  ? 

As  the  committee  would  recommend  that  the  literary  institutions 
be  left  under  the  control  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  so  would  they 
recommend  that  educational  societies  be  left  under  the  same  con- 
trol, and  for  similar  reasons. 

While,  however,  the  committee  would  recommend  no  radical 
change  in  the  relation  of  our  educational  enterprises  to  the  Church, 
they  are  of  opinion  that  these  miglit  be  aided  by  measures  which 
they  propose  to  efl:ect  by  changes  in  the  Discipline,  and  which  will 
be  suggested  in  an  appended  resolution. 

2.  The  committee  have  corresponded  with  all  the  literary  institu- 
tions under  the  patronage  of  the  Church,  chiefly  in  connection  with 
the  collection  of  statistics.  They  have  also  corresponded  to  some 
extent  with  the  friends  of  education  in  the  several  districts,  but  the 
results  of  this  correspondence  are  not  deemed  of  sufticient  import- 
ance to  be  made  a  matter  of  communication  to  the  Conference. 

A  general  convention  of  professional  teachers  and  friends  of  ed- 
ucation in  the  Church  was  called  by  the  committee,  and  held  in 
Delawai'e,  Ohio,  in  counection  with  a  meeting  of  the  committee  in 
July,  18G3.  Though  not  large,  the  attendance  was  respectable. 
Several  important  matters  were  discussed;  and  as  the  resolutions, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted,  were  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  committee,  and  have  reference  to  action  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence, they  are  submitted  as  a  part  of  this  report.  (See  paper 
marked  A,  page  393.) 

A  similar  convention  for  the  North-west  was  held  soon  after  at 
Chicago  during  the  session  of  the  National  Convention  of  Teach- 
ers. At  this  convention,  which  was  of  considerable  interest,  similar 
resolutions  to  the  abovenamed  were  also  passed. 
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The  committee  have  held  three  meetings,  the  results  of  which  are 
in  part  embodied  in  this  report. 

3.  In  reference  to  the  third  duty  assigned  them  the  committee 
have  been  able  to  accomplish  but  little.  Upon  consultation  with 
the  Book  Agents  at  New  York,  and  others,  after  having  made  some 
preparation  for  the  publication  of  the  first  number  of  the  proposed 
Annual  Register,  it  was  thought  advisable,  in  view  of  the  disturbed 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  country  at  that  time,  not  to  issue  a  sep- 
arate publication.  Full  statistical  tables  were  prepared  for  the 
Almanac,  and  beyond  that  nothing  has  been  attempted. 

The  statistical  tables  appended  to  this  report  have  been  made  up 
from  such  responses  as  have  been  received  in  answer  to  circulars 
sent  to  the  presidents  of  all  the  schools  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Church  of  which  the  committee  had  any  knowledge.  As  some 
failed  to  respond  to  the  call  the  tables  are  necessarily  imperfect. 
The  committee  would  recommend  that  hereafter  the  educational 
statistics  be  collected  at  the  Annual  Conferences,  through  the 
agency  of  the  presiding  elders.* 

The  committee  submit  for  adoption  by  the  Conference  the  follow- 
ing resolutions : 

Hesolved,  1.  That  the  Discipline  be  amended  as  follows :  Part  II, 
chap,  iv,  §  1,  in  sixth  answer  to  question  4,  after  the  words  "and 
Sunday-School  Books,"  insert  "  to  report  to  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence the  statistics  of  such  literary  institutions  as  may  be  located 
within  his  district." 

2.  That  there  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline,  in  Part  IV,  an 
additional  section,  as  follows : 

Section  II. — Education. 

Question  1.  How  shall  the  Church  provide  for  the  higher  edu- 
cation of  her  youth  ? 

Ansioer  1.  It  is  recommended  that  each  Conference  have  at  least 
one  academy  or  seminary  under  its  direct  supervision,  and  that  such 
institutions  confine  themselves  to  their  legitimate  sphere  of  duties. 

2.  It  is  also  recommended  that  not  less  than  four  Conferences 
unite  in  the  support  of  a  college  or  university ;  and  the  Conferences 
are  earnestly  advised  not  to  multiply  institutions,  especially  of  the 
higher  grade,  beyond  the  wants  of  the  people,  or  their  ability  to 
sustain  them. 

3.  All  these  schools  are  to  a  certain  extent  beneficiary  institu- 
tions. The  seminary  must  be  furnished  with  buildings  and 
apparatus  by  the  benevolence  of  the  Church.  The  college  must,  in 
addition  to  these,  have  such  endowment  as  shall  yield  a  regular 
income  sufficient  to  meet  the  current  expenses.  And,  that  our  peo- 
ple may  be  properly  instructed  in  this  matter,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  each  preacher  in  charge  to'  preach  on  the  subject  of  education 
once  a  year,  to  diifuse  information  by  the  distribution  of  tracts  or 
otherwise,  and  specially  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  our  wealthy 

*  The  statistical  tables  mentioned  in  this  paragraph  were  not  furnished  to  the 
secretary,  and  therefore  do  not  appear  "  appended  to  this  report."— Editok. 
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members  and  friends  the  duty  of  making  liberal  donations  and 
bequests  to  this  object.  It  is  also  recommended  that  each  Confer- 
ence take  up  annually  a  collection  to  aid  tlie  work  of  education. 

4.  It  is  advised  that  educational  societies  for  the  aid  of  poor 
young  men  be  established  in  connection  with  each  of  our  colleges 
and  biblical  institutes,  or  Annual  Conferences. 

As  the  duties  of  the  committee  were  specific,  they  have  not  felt 
called  upon  to  enter  into  a  more  general  discussion  of  the  cause  of 
education  in  the  Church. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

F.  Merrick,   Chairman. 
H.  M.  Johnson, 
M.  Raymond, 
J.  M.  Reid, 
C.  Ndtt. 
(A.) 

Resolutions  passed  by  the  Educational  Convention  held  at  Dela- 
ware, Ohio,  July,  1863: 

1.  That  this  convention  believe  it  to  be  proper  and  necessary  that 
the  General  Conference  take  some  action  in  regard  to  our  educa- 
tional interests. 

2.  That  this  convention  request  the  Education  Committee  to 
recommend  to  the  next  General  Conference  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  shall  result  in  directing  the  funds  that  may  accrue  from  the 
efforts  in  connection  with^he  ensuing  centennial  celebration  to  the 
cause  of  education  in  the  Church. 

3.  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  convention,  our  educational 
interests  are  of  sujfficient  importance  to  justify  and  require  a  central 
agency,  to  serve  as  a  medium  of  communication  between  our  liter- 
ary institutions,  collect  their  statistics,  embody  their  experience, 
and  give  such  aid  and  advice  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to 
guccess. 


Ky  I i.— Journal,  pages  208,  257. 
REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION. 

The  Committee  on  Education  ask  leave  to  present  the  following 
report  : 

The  literary  institutions  under  the  patronage  of  our  Church  are 
not  the  property,  nor^  are  they  under  the  control  of  the  General 
Conference.  The  Conference  has,  however,  for  the  past  thirty 
years  or  more  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion in  the  Church,  and  has  done  what  it  could,  by  advice  and 
encouragement,  to  aid  in  carrying  forward  this  great  and  noble 
enterprise.  And  this,  we  doubt  not,  it  will  continue  to  do  with 
increasing  zeal. 

Notwithstanding  the  terrible  war  which  has  raged  for  the  last 
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three  years  our  schools  generally  are  represented  as  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition.  Most  have  indeed  been  reduced  in  the  number  of 
their  pupils,  though  not  all ;  but  most,  also,  have  increased  their 
endowments  and  facilities  for  instruction. 

But  while  we  are  permitted  to  speak  of  this  general  prosperity, 
the  fact  should  not  be  concealed  that  all  of  our  colleges  and  biblical 
institutes,  as  well  as  many  academies,  are  seriously  embarrassed  for 
the  want  of  adequate  funds  to  give  them  their  full  measure  of 
efficiency.  It  is  a  mortifying  fact  that  we  have  not  one  liberally 
endowed  college  or  university  under  the  patronage  of  the  Church, 
and  what  little  endowment  most  have  has  been  secured  by  the  sale 
of  cheap  scholarships,  thus,  in  some  instances,  cutting  oft'  all  income 
from  tuition.  Something  must  be  done  to  remedy  this  evil  or 
many  of  these  institutions  prove  a  total  failure,  and  all  be  seriously 
crippled  in  their  operations. 

The  bishops  in  their  address  well  remark :  "  Either  we  now 
have  more  educational  institutions  than  are  really  demanded,  or 
than  our  people  are  able  suitably  to  sustain,  or  our  men  of  means 
are  sleeping  over  an  interest  the  magnitude  of  which  they  do  not 
appreciate,  or  are  not  willing  to  recognize."  That  there  has  been 
an  undue  multiplication  of  schools,  especially  of  colleges  and  uni- 
versities, in  some  parts  of  the  country,  we  fully  believe;  and  though 
the  General  Conference  cannot  by  law  prevent  the  evil,  we  recom- 
mend that  it  repeat  its  advice  upon  the  subject,  and  that  it  give 
this  advice  a  permanent  form  in  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

While  we  fear  that  it  is  indeed  true  that  many  of  our  men  of 
means  are  sleeping  over  this  great  interest,  we  rejoice  that  there 
are  others  who  appreciate  its  importance,  and  have  given  substan- 
tial evidence  of  this  in  munificent  donations  to  some  of  our  schools. 
All  honor  to  the  noble  few  !  May  their  number  be  greatly  mul- 
tiplied !  We  trust  that,  thi-ough  its  pastoral  address,  the  Confer- 
ence will  send  forth  an  earnest  appeal  to  our  men  of  wealth  to 
come  forward,  and  of  their  abundance  liberally  endow  as  many 
of  our  colleges  and  other  schools  as  the  wants  of  the  Church 
demand. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  by  the  committee  to  the  remarks 
of  the  bishops  in  reference  to  the  relation  of  the  biblical  institutes 
to  the  Church.  These  remarks  we  regard  as  worthy  of  serious 
consideration.  The  General  Conference  of  1856  indorsed  and 
adopted  these  institutions,  subject  to  guards  sufficient  to  protect 
them  from  heretical  instruction  in  doctrine  or  discipline,  and  from 
recognizing  any  candidates  for  the  ministry  save  such  as  God  calls 
thereto.  It  is  indispensable  that  checks  bei.  strongly  secured  and 
maintained  both  by  Church  and  civil  law.  The  present  legal  pro- 
tection over  these  interests  is  as  follows : 

1.  The  Institute  at  Concord,  N.  H.,  is  controlled  by  sixty  trust- 
ees, all  members  or  ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
appointed  by  eight  patronizing  Conferences,  and  retained  at  the 
pleasure  of  said  Conferences,  which  Conferences  also  annually 
appoint  visitors,  whose  duty  is  to  examine  the  character  of  the 
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instruction  and  the  affairs  of  the  school  and  jointly  report  thereon. 
Each  member  of  the  faculty  is  a  member  of  an  Annual  Conference, 
to  which  he  is  responsible  for  his  soundness  in  doctrine  as  Avell  as 
correctness  of  life.  The  faculty  report  annually  to  each  of  these 
Conferences.  They  also  report  each  year  to  the  Board  of  Bishops. 
Bishop  Baker  is  president  elect  of  the  faculty. 

2.  The  Institute  at  Evanston,  near  Chicago,  was  endowed  with 
valuable  property  situated  in  Chicago,  held  in  trust,  and  subject  to 
the  management  of  five  trustees,  two  laymen  and  three  ministers, 
all  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Annual  Conference  in  whose  territory  the  City  of  Chicago 
and  County  of  Cook  is  or  shall  be  situated.  At  present  it  is  in  the 
Rock  River  Conference.  The  charter  provides  for  visitors,  to  be 
appointed  each  year  by  any  Annual  Conference  recognizing  it.  The 
Conference  in  whose  bounds  the  institute  is  located  is  forever  held 
responsible  to  protect  the  school  from  instructions  contrary  to  the 
doctrines  and  discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in 
case  of  any  false  teaching  in  doctrine  or  discipline,  the  professors 
are  subject  to  trial  and  removal  by  said  Conference  ;  and  the  trust- 
ees of  the  institute  are  held  responsible  to  report  annually  to  said 
Conference  the  internal  condition  and  all  the  affairs  of  the  school. 
Bishop  Simpson  is  president  elect  of  the  faculty. 

By  act  of  General  Conference  in  1856  both  these  institutes  are 
required  to  report  through  the  bishops  quadrennially  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conference.  All  these  requirements  have  thus  far  been  ful- 
filled by  both  schools.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  both  have  one  of 
the  bishops  at  the  head  of  their  respective  faculties.  The  object 
of  this  arrangement  was  not  to  secure  instruction  from  them, 
except  occasional  lectui-es  on  the  spirit  of  the  itinerancy  and  of  its 
general  work,  but  for  the  professors  to  receive  their  special  coun- 
sel and  guidance,  and  for  the  students  to  feel  more  closely  bound 
to  the  work  for  which  they  are  preparing,  and  the  effect  of  this 
arrangement  has  been  most  happy  in  securing  these  ends. 

The  bishops,  acting  in  this  capacity,  have,  however,  experienced 
some  embarrassment  from  feeling  that  their  position  is  somewhat 
anomalous,  it  not  having  been  specially  authorized  by  the  General 
Conference.  Your  committee  recommend  that  this  arrangement 
be  authorized  at  the  present  session  of  the  Conference,  and  that 
the  bishops  appoint  at  least  one  of  their  number  annually  to  act 
with  such  president  as  a  Visitorial  Committee  of  their  Board  in 
examining  annually  the  condition  and  arrangement  of  the  insti- 
tutes. 

These  restrictions^dded  to  those  Avhich  are  imposed  by  their 
respective  charter8,*^ill,  it  is  believed  by  your  committee,  suf- 
ficiently secure  our  biblical  institutes  to  the  government  of  the 
General  Conference,  and  command  the  confidence  of  the  entire 
Church. 

Heretofore  no  provision  has  been  made  for  collecting  educational 
statistics.  Your  committee  recommend  that  this  be  done  at  the 
Annual  Conferences  through  the  agency  of  the  presiding  elders. 
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To  present  the  views  contained  in  this  report  in  a  form  to  be 
acted  on,  the  committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  following 
resolutions : 

ON  NEW  SECTION  IN  DISCIPLINE. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline,  in  Part  IV,  an 
additional  section,  as  follows : 

Section  II. — Education. 

Question.  How  shall  the  Church  provide  for  the  higher  educa- 
tion of  her  youth  ?  ♦ 

Aiiswer  1.  It  is  recommended  that,  wherever  practicable,  each 
Conference  have  at  least  one  academy  or  seminary  under  its  direct 
supervision,  and  that  such  institutions  confine  themselves  to  their 
legitimate  sphere  of  duties. 

2.  It  is  also  recommended  that,  as  a  general  thing,  not  less  than 
four  Conferences  unite  in  the  support  of  a  college  or  university ; 
and  the  Conferences  are  earnestly  advised  not  to  multiply  schools, 
especially  of  this  higher  grade,  beyond  the  wants  of  the  people,  or 
their  ability  to  sustain  them. 

3.  All  these  schools  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  beneficiary  institu- 
tions. The  academy  must  be  furnished  with  buildings  and  appara- 
tus by  the  benevolence  of  the  Church.  The  college  must,  in  addi- 
tion to  these,  have  such  endowment  as  shall  yield  a  regular  income 
Bufiicient  to  meet  its  current  expenses ;  and  that  our  people  may 
be  properly  instructed  in  this  matter,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each 
preacher  in  charge  to  preach  on  the  subject  of  education  once  a 
year,  to  diffuse  information  by  the  distribution  of  tracts,  or  other- 
wise, and  specially  to  call  the  attention  of  our  wealthy  members 
and  friends  to  the  duty  of  making  liberal  donations  and  bequests 
to  this  object.  It  is  also  recommended  that  each  Conference  take 
annually  a  collection  to  aid  the  work  of  education. 

4.  It  is  advised  that  educational  societies  for  the  aid  of  poor 
young  men  be  established  in  connection  with  each  of  our  colleges 
and  biblical  institutes,  or  Annual  Conferences. 

ON  BIBLICAL  INSTITUTES. 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  reaffirms  the  resolu- 
tions passed  on  the  subject  of  biblical  institutes,  and  of  biblical 
departments  in  connection  with  our  colleges,  by  the  General  Con- 
ference of  1856. 

2.  That  to  relate  our  biblical  institutes  more  intimately  to  the 
regular  itinerant  work  of  the  ministry,  and  to  render  the  supervis- 
ion of  the  General  Conference  over  them  more  obvious,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  General  Conference  that  the  appointment  by  the 
proper  authorities  of  a  bishop  to  each  of  our  biblical  institutes  as 
president  of  the  faculty  thereof,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  guide  and 
advise,  and  act  as  the  immediate  representative  of  the  Board  of 
Bishops  and  of  the  General  Conference,  is  both  proper  and  desir 
able. 
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3.  That  in  order  further  to  secure  an  appropriate  supervision 
over  the  biblical  institutes,  the  bishops  appoint  one  or  more  of 
their  number  to  act  as  a  Visitorial  Committee  with  the  president, 
provided  he  be  one  of  the  bishops,  who  shall  annually  examine  the 
character  of  its  instruction,  condition,  and  arrangements  of  these 
institutes,  and  give  such  advice  and  direction  in  all  respects  as 
they  in  their  judgment  may  deem  necessary. 

ON  STATISTICS. 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  words  "to  report  to  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence the  statistics  of  the  literary  and  biblical  institutions  located 
within  the  bounds  of  his  district  and  under  the  care  of  our  Church, 
according  to  the  form  published  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Discipline," 
be  inserted  in  answer  6,  question  4,  §  1,  chap,  iv,  Part  II,  page  98 
of  the  Discipline,  after  the  words,  "  and  Sunday-school  Books." 

2.  That  the  secretaries  of  the  Annual  Conferences  shall  send  to 
the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  a  copy  of  the  reports  furnished  by 
the  presiding  elders. 

3.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  be  and  are  hereby 
instructed  to  publish  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Discipline  the  follow- 
ing form  for  educational  statistics,  and  also  the  resolution  requir- 
ing the  secretaries  of  Conferences  to  furnish  copies  of  the  reports 
to  the  Book  Agents,  and  the  one  recommending  a  day  of  prayer 
for  colleges. 

FORM  OF  BLANK   FOR  EDUCATIONAL  STATISTICS. 

1.  Name  of  institution.* 

2.  Grade. 

3.  Location. 

4.  Name  and  title  of  president  or  principal. 
6.  When  founded. 

6.  Number  of  instructors. 
V.  Whole  number  of  students. 

^a.)  Collegiate. 

(b.)  Preparatory. 

(c.)  Academic. 

8.  Number  of  graduates. 

9.  Number  of  graduates  in  the  ministry. 

10.  Honorary  degrees  conferred, 
(a.)  A.M. 

(b.)  D.D. 
(c.)  LL.D. 

11.  Value  of  grounds,  buildings,  and  furniture. 

12.  Endowment. 

13.  Volumes  in  libraries. 

14.  Value  of  apparatus. 

15.  Number  of  specimens  in  cabinet. 

16.  Income  from  tuition. 

17.  Income  from  other  sources. 

♦  If  the  inBtitution  is  open  for  both  sexea  afSx  a  *  after  the  name. 
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18.  Indebtedness, 

19.  Patronizing  Conferences. 

20.  Time  of  commencement,  or  anniversary  exercises. 

ON  COLLEGIATE  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

Hesolved^  That  the  General  Conference  do  hereby  earnestly 
recommend  that  the  course  of  study  for  graduation  to  the  Bacca- 
laureate degree  in  our  colleges  be  rendered  uniform,  and  in  all 
cases  be  raised  to  the  grade  of  the  best  colleges  in  our  country. 

ON  THE  OBSERVANCE  OF  A  DAY  OF  PRAYER. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  our  people  to  observe  the  fourth 
Thursday  of  February  of  each  year  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  our  col- 
leges and  other  institutions  of  learning,  and  where  practicable,  in  a 
public  manner. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jabez  Brooks,  Secretary.  F.  Merrick,  Chairman. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    TRUSTEES    OF    THE    METHODIST 
GENERAL  BIBLICAL  INSTITUTE. 

To  THE  Bishops  and  Members  op  the  General  Conference  of 
THE  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  be  held  in  Philadel- 
phia, May,  1864. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren, — The  faculty  of  the  Methodist 
General  Biblical  Institute,  Concord,  N.  H.,  are  happy  to  report  the 
institution  in  a  state  of  prosperity.  The  number  of  students, 
though  slightly  diminished  at  the  outbreaking  of  the  war  by  the 
departure  of  a  few  of  southern  proclivities,  is  now  enjoying  from 
the  loyal  states  a  patronage  unsurpassed.  Our  young  brethren 
have  as  a  whole  been  consistent  and  earnest  in  their  piety,  faithful 
in  their  studies,  and  have  enjoyed  the  blessing  of  God  upon  their 
ministerial  and  pastoral  labors.  We  have  dwelt  together  in  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit,  and  enjoyed  the  presence  and  blessing  of  the 
God  of  our  fathers. 

The  trustees  in  their  annual  meeting  in  June,  1862,  unanimously 
resolved  that  the  raising  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  toward 
the  adequate  endowment  of  the  institution,  and  a  sum  sufficient  to 
procure  suitable  buildings  for  its  accommodation,  would  be  an 
appropriate  centennial  thank-offering  to  Almighty  God  for  the  bless- 
ings that  have  come  to  the  Church  through  the  agency  of  Method- 
ism. The  seven  Annual  Conferences  patronizing  the  institute 
unanimously  approved  of  this  resolution,  and  resolved  to  heartily 
co-operate  with  the  trustees  in  all  appropriate  measures  for  the 
accomplishment  of  these  objects.  Accordingly  a  commission,  con- 
sisting of  three  ministers  and  three  laymen  from  each  patronizing 
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Conference  was  appointed  to  act  in  conjunction,  with  power  to  ma- 
ture and  carry  out  plans  to  secure  the  proposed  sums.  These  com- 
mittees met  in  convention  in  Boston,  May  2,  1863,  Bishop  Baker 
presiding.  With  surprising  unanimity  it  was  resolved  that  the  time 
has  fully  come  when  the  institution  should  be  liberally  endowed 
and  placed  on  a  broad  and  generous  foundation,  and  be  adapted  in 
all  respects  to  the  demands  of  the  Church.  They  believed  the- 
Church  would  respond  to  this  call,  and  rally  not  only  to  place  the 
institution  beyond  embari-assment,  but  to  make  it  the  pride  and  jay 
of  our  Zion.  Nor  was  their  confidence  delusive.  Two  of  our 
large-hearted  and  wealthy  brethren,  to  Avhose  many  other  princely 
benefactions  the  Church  is  indebted,  have  already  responded  in, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  each,  others  in  smaller  sums ;  and  the 
subscription  is  in  other  respects  in  a  state  of  forwardness. 

With  profound  gratitude  to  God  for  his  goodness  in  the  past,  we 
commend  our  cause  to  his  favor  and  care  in  the  future. 

We  earnestly  ask,  as  we  shall  gladly  receive,  your  godly  counsel 
and  aid  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  our  "  school  of 
the  prophets."  D.  Patten. 
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Ly  !• — Journal,  page  75. 
REPORT  OF  THE  TRACT  SOCIETY. 

To  THE  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  May  1,  1864. 

Fathers  and  Brethren, — The  operations  of  the  Tract  Society 
during  the  past  four  years  were  as  follows : 

Its  receipts  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1860,  were $2,803  60 

"  "  "  "  "  1861,     "     4,042  43 

"  "  "  "  "  1862,     "     4756  82 

"  "  "  "  "  1863,     "     8,718  25 

Total  receipts  for  the  four  years $20,321  10 

These  amounts  do  not  include  the  sums  received  and  expended 
by  the  conference  auxiliaries.  The  General  Minutes  show  that  the 
entire  sum  contributed  by  the  Church  for  tract  purposes  during  the 
four  years  was  $55,512,  considerably  more  than  a  moiety  of  which 
was  expended  imder  the  direction  of  the  conference  societies. 

The  expenditures  of  the  society  for  1860  were $5,776  32 

"  "  "  "         1861     "     4,049  22 

"  "  "  »         1862     "     4,69124 

"  "  "  "         1863     "     8,718  25 

Total $23,235  03 
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Of  this  snra,  nearly  $4,500  was  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
tracts  and  "  Good  News  "  for  onr  soldiers  and  sailors. 

In  the  department  of  publication  it  appears  that  the  circulation 
of  the  "  Good  News  "  is  85,000,  an  increase  of  35,000  in  the  four 
years. 

That  thirty-five  new  tracts  have  been  added  to  the  list,  besides 
•twenty-four  handbill  tracts,  and  thirty-two  leaflets  for  letters. 

That  the  number  of  pages  of  tracts  printed  was 20,321,250 

Pages  of  tracts  contained  in  the  "  Good  News  " 80,330, 120 

Total  number  of  pages  of  tracts  printed 100,651,370 

Considering  the  restrictions  on  the  action  of  the  Society,  and  the 
disturbed  state  of  the  country,  the  above  showing,  if  not  entirely 
satisfactory,  is  not  without  its  encouraging  aspects.  Over  one 
hundred  millions  of  pages  of  evangelical  reading  cannot  have  been 
circulated  in  vain. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

Dajhel  Wise,  Cor.  Sec. 
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REPORT  AND  MEMORIAL  OF  THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL 

UNION. 

To  THE  General  Conference   of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Chuech,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  Mat  1,  1864. 

Fathers  and  Brethren, — "We  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  of  our  operations  during  the  last  four  years  : 

1.  The  amounts  contributed  to  our  treasury  are  as  follows  : 

Amount  received  in  I860 $12,007  32 

"  1861 11,214  64 

««  "  1862 9,595  89 

"  "  1863 12,978  48 

Total  for  four  years $45,796  33 

2.  Our  disbursements  during  the  same  period  were  as  follows : 

Amount  disbursed  in  1860 $12,412  60 

»                  "               1861 9,373  81 

"                 "               1862 10,394  03 

«'                  "               1863 11,108  78 

Total  disbursement  for  four  years $43,289  22 

3.  The  progress  of  our  Simday-school  work  for  the  four  years 
past  is  shown  by  the  following  table : 

Schools.  Offic'8  k  Teach'8.  Scholan. 

Theretumsof  1859  gave 12,809  140,527  747,148 

»  1863     "     13,088  148,582  841,706 

Increase  for  four  years 279  8,055  94,558 
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4.  The  conversions  reported  during  the  four  years  amounted  to 
70,076. 

5.  The  returns  of  the  Publication  Department  are  as  follows  : 

New  works  added  to  our  bound  volume  lists 168 

New  children's  tracts  and  paper-covered  books! !'..!."  129 

Total ^ 

The  total  number  of  Sunday-school  books  bound  was  2,193  422 

Sunday-school  tracts  and  books  in  paper  covers 2595' 941 

T°*^^^ 4,789,363 

The  number  oflSmo.  pages  of  books  printed  was  ...       336  631  250 
Number  of  18mo.  pages  contained  in  the  Sunday-  '       ' 

school  papers • 1,327,568,000 

T'^tal 1,664,199,250 

_  6.  The  Periodical  Department  shows  that  the  maximum  circula- 
tion of  the  "Sunday-School  Advocate"  in  1863  was  243,000.  In 
1859  Its  maximum  circulation  was  208,000,  showing  an  increase  of 
35,000.  ^ 

The  circulation  of  the  Teachers'  Journal  is  14,000.  We  deeply 
regret  that  this  paper  has  not  met  with  the  success  that  we  antici- 
pated when  It  was  started  four  years  ago.  The  peculiar  condition 
of  the  nation  has  doubtless  rendered  it  unusually  difficult  to  estab- 
lish a  new  paper  of  this  class.  We  respectfully  request  your  ven- 
erable  body  to  order  its  continuance,  and  to  give  it  the  influence 
of  your  approval. 

V.  A  review  of  the  above  returns,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
state  of  the  country,  affords  us  great  encouragement.  To  have 
maintained  the  status  of  the  department  through  the  dark  days  of 
the  past  three  years  would  have  been  to  do  well.  Our  cause  has 
done  better — it  has  made  progress.     To  God  be  glory  ! 

8.  In  the  performance  of  our  work  we  often  receive  solicitations 
for  aid  to  Sabbath-schools  from  charitable  and  reformatory  institu- 
tions, from  associations  for  the  benefit  of  fi-eedmen,  from  various 
Churches  of  Colored  Methodists,  and  from  other  parties  in  symT>a- 
thy  with  our  Church,  but  not  in  connection  with  it.  These  solicita- 
tions Ave  are  compelled  to  deny,  often  unwillingly,  because  our  con- 
stitution limits  us  to  the  assistance  of  schools  "  in  connection  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church."  It  seems  desirable  to  us  that 
this  restriction  should  be  modified ;  we  therefore  request  your  ven- 
erable body  to  recommend  the  Sunday-School  Union  to  amend  the 
second  article  of  its  Constitution  by  inserting  after  the  phrase  "  in 
connection  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  the  following 
words,  to  Avit :  "  and  in  such  other  spheres  of  Christian  labor  as  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Managers  may  have  claims  upon  its 
charity."     The  article,  when  so  amended,  will  read  as  follows : 

"  The  object  of  this  Society  shall  be  to  promote  the  cause  of  Sab- 
bath-schools in  connection  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, ' 

26 
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and  in  such  other  spheres  of  Christian  labor  as  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  may  have  claims  upon  its  charity,  and  thus, 
by  a  careful  religious  training  of  those  who  may  be  brought  within 
its  influence,  seek  and  promote  the  glory  of  God  and  the  happiness 
of  mankind." 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

Daniel  Wise,  Cor.  Sec. 
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REPORT  NO.  I  OF  THE  COMMrTTEE  ON  SUNDAY- 
SCHOOLS  AND  THE  TRACT  CAUSE. 

The  Committee  on  Simday- Schools  and  Tracts  have  had  under 
consideration  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Sunday- 
School  Union,  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  resolutions,  to 
wit : 

1.  Hesolved,  That  we  have  great  cause  for  devout  gratitude  to 
Almighty  God  for  the  signal  success  and  healthy  outgrowth  of  the 
Sunday-school  cause  during  the  past  four  years,  under  the  fostering 
care  of  the  Church,  and  the  vigilant  and  faithful  supervision  of  Dr. 
Wise,  our  Corresponding  Secretary. 

2.  jRe.<iolv€d,  That  we  hail  with  joy  the  pleasing  intelligence  that 
tbe  returns  of  1863  show  the  number  of  schools  in  the  Church  to  be 
13,088;  officers  and  teachers,  148,582  ;  scholars,  844,706  ;  conver- 
sions during  the  term,  70,000;  making  an  increase  of  279  schools, 
8,055  officers  and  teachers,  and  94,588  scholars;  which,  with  an 
addition  of  168  bound  volumes,  and  129  paper-covered  books  and 
tracts  to  our  catalogue,  affi^rds  the  highest  encouragement  to  con- 
tinued effort  in  this  noble  cause. 

3.  Hesolved,  That  we  cordially  recommend  the  Sunday-School 
Teachers'  Journal  to  the  largest  patronage  of  all  our  people, 
believing  that  it  is  eminently  calculated  to  assist  teachers  in  their 
difficult  work. 

4.  Hesolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Sunday-School  Union  to 
amend  the  second  article  of  its  Constitution  so  that  it  shall  read: 

"  The  object  of  this  Society  shall  be  to  promote  the  cause  of 
Sabbath-schools  in  connection  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  in  such  other  spheres  of  Christian  labor  as  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  may  have  claims  upon  its  charity ;  and 
thus,  by  a  careful  training  of  those  who  may  be  under  its  influence, 
seek  to  promote  the  glory  of  God  and  the  happiness  of  mankind." 

J.  PoETEE,  Chairman. 
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Lf  IV,— Journal,  pages  161,  261. 

REPORT  NO.  II  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SUNDAY- 
SCHOOLS  AND  THE  TRACT  CAUSE. 

I.  The  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts  have  carefully 
considered  the  question  of  a  new  rule  of  Discipline,  requiring 
preachers  to  preach  once  in  three  months  to  children,  and  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  while  they  fully  believe  in  the  utility  of  fre- 
quent sermons  to  children,  they  hardly  deem  it  advisable  to  alter 
the  Discipline  as  proposed,  and  would  respectfully  suggest  to 
preachers  to  recognize  the  wants  and  capacities  of  children  more 
fully  in  their  ordinary  discourses. 

II.  The  committee  have  also  considered  the  propriety  of  adding 
a  depai'tment  to  the  Sunday-School  Advocate  more  especially 
adapted  to  youth  and  larger  scholars,  and  report  against  it.  It 
has  no  room  to  spare  for  this  purpose,  and  the  Teachers'  Journal 
is  admirably  calculated  to  meet  the  want  contemplated  by  the 
proposition,  as  well  as  to  benefit  teachers.  They  believe  that  a 
special  effort  should  be  made  by  all  the  pastors  to  extend  the 
Journal  among  this  class  of  scholars. 

III.  The  committee  have  also  examined  the  report  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  Tract  Socnety  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  have  to  say  that  while  there  is  much  cause  for  devout 
thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God  in  the  records  of  the  operations  of 
the  Tract  Society  for  the  past  four  years,  they  can  but  feel  that 
our  efforts  in  this  noble  field  of  Christian  labor  are  wholly  inade- 
quate alike  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times  and  to  the  abilities  of 
the  Church.  The  quadrennial  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
shows  that  the  receipts  of  the  Society  for  the  past  four  years 
amount  to  $20,321,  being  an  increase  of  $2,914  over  the  receipts 
of  the  corresponding  period  preceding  the  last  report.  It  should 
be  remembered  also  in  this  connection,  that  while  the  aggregate 
collections  have  been  increased,  the  expenses  have  been  largely 
diminished  by  the  discontinuance  of  the  office  of  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Tract  Society,  as  well  as  of  a  number  of  Confer- 
ence Tract  Agents  and  Colporteurs,  who  had  been  employed  in  the 
period  preceding  the  General  Conference  of  18G0. 

Another  fact  also  should  not  be  overlooked  in  this  connection, 
namely,  that  in  addition  to  the  $20,321  reported,  more  than 
#34,191  have  been  raised  and  expended  by  Conference  and  local 
auxiliaries,  as  appears  from  the  general  Minutes,  which  do  not 
enter  into  the  general  report.  Moreover,  large  contributions  have 
been  made  by  our  Churches  and  people  in  view  of  the  pressing  calls 
growing  out  of  the  war  through  other  channels,  for  which  neither 
the  Society  nor  the  Church  has  received  any  credit. 

The  circulation  of  Good  News  has  reached  85,000  copies,  an 
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increase  of  35,000  over  the  preceding  quadrennial ;  but  the  fact 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of  that  this  increase  is  almost  entirely 
owing  to  the  demand  for  army  distribution,  and  will  cease  with 
the  war,  unless  special  efforts  are  made  to  extend  its  circulation  in 
the  home  fields. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  the  committee  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tions for  adoption,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  1.  That  a  more  energetic,  vigorous,  and  persevering 
prosecution  of  the  Tract  enterprise  is  indispensable  to  the  growth 
and  efficiency  of  the  Church. 

Resolved^  2.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  pastor  to  take  up  a  regu- 
lar annual  Tract  collection  in  every  congregation  in  his  charge. 

Resolved,  3.  That  all  moneys  raised  for  Tract  purposes  in  our  con- 
gregations, whether  for  home  or  army  distribution,  should  be 
reported  to  and  expended  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of 
our  own  Tract  Society. 

rV.  The  committee  recommend  that  the  Discipline  be  altered, 
Part  11,  §  4,  page  55,  in  relation  to  the  business  of  the  Quar- 
terly Conference,  by  adding  another  item,  as  follows,  after  the  fifth 
item: 

"To  appoint  a  Tract  Committee,  as  provided  for  in  Part  FV, 
§  3,  item  1,  page  214." 

Also  by  adding  to  the  third  section,  Part  FV,  page  214,  another 
item,  as  follows : 

"3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  presiding  elder  to  bring  the 
Tract  cause  before  the  first  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  each 
year  in  each  circuit  and  station  within  his  district,  and  said  Con- 
ference shall  appoint  a  committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  devise 
and  execute  plans  for  local  tract  circulation."   • 

J.  PoETEE,  Chairman. 


L|  v.— Journal,  pages  190,  261. 

REPORT  XO.  m  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON"  SUNDAY- 
SCHOOLS  AND  THE  TRACT  CAUSE. 

The  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  the  Tract  Cause  recom- 
mend the  following  changes  in  the  Discipline,  namely  : 

1.  To  so  amend  Part  II,  chap,  i,  item  7,  page  55,  as  to  add 
after  the  word  "  Church  "  the  words  "  the  first  male  superintend- 
ents of  our  Sunday-schools  shall  be  members  of  our  Church,  and 
approved  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  charge ;  and  said 
Quarterly  Conference  shall  have  the  right  to. inquire  into  the  con- 
duct of  each  school  or  society  in  the  bounds  of  the  circuit  or  sta- 
tion, and  to  remove  any  superintendent  who  may  prove  to  be 
unworthy  or  inefficient,"  so  that  the  whole  paragraph  shall  read  as 
follows,  namely : 

"  7.  (a)  Each  Quarterly  Conference  shall  have  supervision  of  all 
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the  Sunday-schools  and  Sunday-school  societies  within  its  bounds, 
which  schools  and  societies  shall  be  auxiliary  Lo  the  Sunday-School 
Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"  The  first  male  superintendents  of  our  Sunday-schools  shall  be 
members  of  our  Church,  and  approved  by  the  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence of  the  charge ;  and  said  Quarterly  Conference  shall  have  the 
right  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  each  school  or  society  in  the 
bounds  of  the  circuit  or  station,  and  to  remove  any  superintendent 
who  may  prove  to  be  unworthy  or  inefficient. 

"  (b)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Quarterly  Conference  at  the 
first  Quarterly  meeting  of  each  year  to  appoint  a  committee  of  not 
less  than  three  nor  more  than  nine,  who  shall  be  members  of  our 
Church,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools,  of  which 
the  preacher  in  charge  shall  be  the  chairman."     (See  page  205.) 

2.  To  so  amend  Part  II,  chap,  i,  question  3,  page  57,  as  to  add 
these  references:  "Page  87,  item  19,  and  page  206,  item  4." 

And  also  amend  Part  11,  chap,  i,  question  4,  page  57,  so  as  to 
make  the  question  read,  '■'■(Question  4.  Who  shall  constitute  the 
Sunday-School  Committee  ?"     (See  page  205.) 

3-  To  amend  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  §  12,  item  19,  page  87,  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  as  far  as  practicable  "  in  said  section  in 
third  line  of  said  item,  and  also  by  striking  out  the  word  "and" 
in  the  fourth  line  of  said  item  19,  and  by  inserting  after  the 
word  ^'  state  "  the  words  "  average  attendance,"  so  that  the  whole 
paragraph  shall  read  thus:  "19.  To  lay  before  the  Quarterly  Con- 
ference at  «aeh  quarterly  meeting,  to  be  entered  on  its  journal,  a 
written  statement  of  the  number,  state,  and  average  attendance  of 
the  Sunday-fichools  in  the  circuit  or  station,  and  report  the  same  to 
the  Annjml  Confemnc/e,  according  to  the  form  published  by  the 
Sunday-Sciiool  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  together 
with  the  amount  raised  for  the  support  of  missions  and  for  the 
publication  of  Bibles  and  tracts."     (See  page  206,  item  4.) 

4.  To  so  amend  Part  IV,  §  1,  page  205,  as  to  make  the  sec- 
tion read: 

PART  IV. 

BKNEVOLEIST   INSTITCTIOKTS- 

Sunday-Sehools  and  the  Instruction  of  Children. 

Ques.  1.  What  shall  we  do  for  the  moral  and  religious  instruc- 
tion of  our  children  ? 

Ans.  1-  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Presiding  Elder  to  bring  the 
subject  of  Sunday-schools  before  the  First  Quarterly  Conference  of 
each  year,  and  said  Quarterly  Conference  shall  proceed  to  appoint 
a  committee  of  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  nine,  to  be  called 
the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools,  of  which  the  preacher  in  charge 
shall  be  the  chairman,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  aid  the  preacher 
in  charge  and  the  officers  of  the  Sunday-schools  in  procuring  suita- 
ble teachers,  in  promoting  in  all  proper  ways  the  attendance  of 
children  on  our  Sunday-schools  and  on  our  regular  public  worship, 
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and  in  raising  money  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Sunday-schools 
of  the  charge. 

It  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  aided  by  the 
superintendent  and  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools,  to  decide  as 
to  what  books  shall  be  used  in  our  Sunday-schools.    (See  page  55.) 

2.  It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  the  preachers  having  charge  of 
circuits  or  stations,  with  the  aid  of  the  other  preachers  and  the 
Committee  on  Sunday-Schools,  to  form  Sunday-schools  in  all  our 
congregations  where  ten  children  can  be  collected  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  to  engage  the  co-operation  of  as  many  of  our  members 
as  they  can,  and  to  visit  the  schools  as  often  as  practicable ;  to 
preach  on  the  subject  of  Sunday-schools  and  religious  instruction 
in  each  congregation  at  least  once  in  six  months ;  and  to  form 
Bible-classes  wherever  they  can  for  the  instruction  of  youths  and 
adults  ;  and  where  they  cannot  superintend  them  personally,  to  see 
that  suitable  teachers  are  provided  for  that  purpose. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  our  preachers  to  enforce  faithfully 
upon  parents  and  Sunday-school  teachers  the  great  importance  of 
instructing  children  in  the  doctrine  and  duties  of  our  holy  religion, 
to  see  that  our  catechisms  be  used  as  extensively  as  possible  in  our 
Sunday-schools  and  families,  to  preach  to  the  children,  and  pub- 
licly catechize  them  in  the  Sunday-schools  and  at  public  meetings 
appointed  for  that  purpose. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  eA'ery  preacher  in  his  pastoral  visits  to 
pay  special  attention  to  the  children,  to  speak  to  them  personally 
and  kindly  on  the  subject  of  experimental  and  practical  godliness, 
according  to  their  capacity,  pray  earnestly  for  them,  and  diligently 
instruct  and  exhort  all  parents  to  dedicate  their  children  to  the 
Lord  in  baptism  as  early  as  convenient,    (See  pages  23,  33,  and  86.) 

5.  Each  preacher  in  charge  shall  lay  before  tlie  Quarterly  Con- 
ference, to  be  entered  on  its  journal,  the  number,  state,  and  average 
attendance  of  the  Sunday-schools  and  Bible-classes  in  his  charge, 
(page  87,)  and  the  extent  to  which  he  has  preached  to  the  children 
and  catechized  them,  and  make  the  required  report  on  Sunday- 
schools  to  his  Annual  Conference. 

4.  That  the  Discipline  be  amended,  Part  II,  chap,  iii,  §  1,  item  3, 
page  93,  by  striking  out  of  said  item  all  appertaining  to  the 
appointment  of  Sunday-school  agent,  commencing  with  "  he  shall 
have  authority,"  in  the  ninth  line,  and  closing  with  the  words 
"  Sabbath-schools,"  in  the  fourteenth  line  from  the  top. 

5.  That  a  section  be  added  to  Part  IV,  comprising  a  suitable  and 
concise  Constitution  for  the  use  of  our  Sunday-school  societies. 

Your  committee  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Hesolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  each  preacher  in  charge,  aided 
by  the  other  preachers  and  the  Sunday-School  Committee,  to  see 
that  our  Sunday-schools  be  continued  through  the  winter  as  well 
as  other  seasons  of  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted,  J.  Poktek,  Chairman. 
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LAY  DELEGATION. 

My  I. — Journal,  page  176. 
ADDRESS  OF  THE  LAYMEN'S  CONVENTION. 

To   THE  Geneeal  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Fathers  and  Brethren, — ^The  laymen  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  accepted  with  gratitude  the  resolution  adopted  in 
the  General  Conference  of  1860,  declaring  the  assent  of  that 
body  to  the  principle  of  lay  representation,  and  its  willingness  to 
admit  lay  delegates  as  associate  members.  The  language  of  the 
pastoral  address,  in  which  it  Mas  said,  "  Tlie  discussion  of  the 
question  led  us  to  approve  the  p7'i>iciple  of  Icit/  delegation  in  the 
General  Conference,"  was  hailed  as  the  expression  of  a  conciliatory 
spirit,  and  the  recognition  of  the  scriptural  right  of  the  laity  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  general  administration  of  the  Church.  The  refer-^ 
ence  of  the  question  to  the  vote  of  the  male  members  was  not, 
however,  asked  by  us,  nor  did  we  ourselves  regard  it  as  expedient. 
There  were  in  our  minds  serious  objections  to  such  a  process  of 
legislation,  and  these,  with  our  observations  upon  the  vote  as 
taken,  we  beg  leave  to  present  to  your  consideration. 

1.  A  popular  vote  upon  any  question  of  connectional  interest  is 
without  precedent  in  the  history  of  American  Methodism.  The 
facilities  for  adequately  employing  this  method  of  ascertaining  the 
popular  judgment  do  not  as  yet  exist.  Whether  the  vote  should 
be  properly  taken  depended  solely  upon  the  fidelity  and  care  of 
the  pastors.  In  our  opinion  the  preachers  should  have  been  re- 
quired to  notify  the  people  by  reading  the  resolutions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference,  and  the  passage  of  the  pastoral  address  which 
touches  upon  lay  delegation  from  their  pulpits,  and  not  by  verbal 
statement;  and  the  General  Conference  papers  should  have  been 
directed  to  publish  the  same  resolutions  conspicuously  a  certain  num- 
ber of  times  during  the  period  appointed  for  the  taking  of  the  vote. 

2.  In  point  of  fact  the  vote  was  very  imperfectly,  and  in  some 
churches  irregularly  taken.  In  some  instances  preachers  neg- 
lected or  wholly  refused  to  present  the  subject  to  their  congrega- 
tions ;  in  other  cases  that  have  come  to  our  knowledge  the  people 
"were  requested  to  give  their  judgment  upon  the  admission  of  lay- 
men to  the  Annual  Conferences  as  well  as  the  General  Conference, 
thus  having  before  them  a  question  totally  different  from  that 
which  was  by  your  order  presented  to  their  consideration.  We 
have  evidence  of  circuits  where,  by  the  ruling  of  the  presiding 
elder,  but  one  time  and  place  were  permitted  for  the  voting  of  all 
the  Churches  therein.  We  take  these  to  be  but  samples,  and  we 
have  a  painful  impression  that  in  hundreds  of  the  churches  the 
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people  were  very  imperfectly  advised  of  the  duty  laid  upon  them 
by  the  General  Conference.  No  other  result  could  therefore  be 
expected  than  a  comparatively  small  vote,  -which  cannot  be  said 
fully  to  reflect  the  opinion  of  our  laity. 

3.  The  breaking  out  of  the  war  which  is  now  raging  has  with- 
drawn the  attention  of  our  members  from  this  subject,  and  ren- 
dered its  proper  consideration  difficult,  if  not  impossible.  It  is  not 
easy  for  the  people  to  fix  their  thoughts  upon  changes  of  ecclesi- 
astical polity  during  a  period  when  the  whole  fabric  of  society  is 
rocked  to  its  foundations.  They  must  first  save  the  state  before 
they  can,  with  sufficient  concentration  of  purpose,  address  them- 
selves to  the  work  of  improving  the  organization  of  the  Church. 
Yet,  despite  these  disadvantages,  the  vote,  as  summed  up,  shows  a 
degree  of  favor  for  lay  representation  Avhich  induces  us  to  believe 
that  had  the  sxibject  been  presented  to  the  people  under  more 
favorable  circumstances  it  would  have  received  their  unqualified 
approval. 

In  the  Conferences  situated  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  em- 
bracing the  New  England  states,  the  central  states,  and  the  eastern 
border  states,  making  nineteen  conferences  in  all,  the  sum  total  of 
the  votes  cast  gives  a  majority  of  over  one  thousand  for  lay  delega- 
tion. These  are  the  original  seats  of  Methodism.  In  these  regions 
our  Church  had  its  early  home,  and  in  them  first  grew  to  vigor  and 
power.  They  are  Conferences  whose  lay  members  may  be  taken 
to  represent  the  most  advanced  consciousness  of  the  wants  of 
Methodism.  The  people  in  this  important  part  of  the  territory  of 
Methodism  having  spoken  thus  emphatically  for  the  admission  of 
laymen  into  the  General  Conference,  we  feel  warranted  in  urging 
the  subject  afresh  upon  your  consideration.  We  speak  for  more 
than  ourselves.  We  speak  for  the  Methodism  of  the  oldest  confer- 
ences of  our  connection,  and  for  a  respectable  minority  of  the  laity 
within  the  newer  conferences  of  the  West. 

It  cannot  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  General  Conference 
that  the  conviction  of  the  iitility  and  propriety  of  lay  representa- 
tion is,  among  both  our  ministers  and  members,  a  growing  one ; 
that  it  prevails  especially  among  those  laymen  who  have  contrib- 
uted most  freely  by  their  labors,  and  the  dedication  of  their  time 
and  means  to  the  advancement  of  Methodism,  and  that  this  change 
of  our  form  of  government  is  sought  by  them  in  no  factions  spirit. 
We  are  all  of  us  lovers  of  Methodism ;  its  growth  and  prosperity 
are  our  chief  joy.  Its  life  has  been  so  associated  with  our  life  that 
we  cannot  conceive  of  ourselves  as  being  separated  from  its  destiny. 
Our  Church  in  the  order  of  Providence  has  an  important  part  to 
perform  in  the  moral  culture  of  the  American  people,  yet  we  do  not 
see  how  it  can  find  that  acceptance  with  the  people  which  we  desire 
for  it,  and  retain  its  hold  upon  them,  if  it  shall  be  decided  that,  in 
its  form  of  government,  it  is  to  be  so  far  unlike  the  Protestantism 
of  the  whole  world  as  to  remain  permanently  under  the  soie  gov- 
ernment of  the  clergy.  With  the  habits  of  American  Christians, 
as  they  are  habits  acquired  under  the  forms  of  a  free  political  com 


M,  I.]  Address  of  the  LaymerCs  Convention.  409 

monwealth,  it  is  not  likely  that  they  will  regard  with  abiding 
favor  a  Church  purely  hierarchical  in  its  structure. 

To  resist  the  claim  of  the  laity  to  participate  in  the  general 
admmistration  of  the  Church  is,  as  it  seems  to  us,  a  resistance  of 
the  whole  tendency  of  the  Christian  life  in  this  our  age.  In  all  the 
Protestant  Churches  of  the  world — unless  our  own  be  the  sole 
exception — a  more  perfect  association  of  the  ministry  with  the 
laity  in  the  administration  of  the  interests  of  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  is  forming.  This  fact  is  one  of  the  salient  features  of  the 
Church  history  of  our  times.  We  need  not  do  more,  fathers  and 
brethren,  than  refresh  your  recollection  of  facts  upon  this  point. 
In  the  Church  of  England  the  revival  of  the  "convocation"  (which 
is  an  effort  to  secure  more  perfectly  the  privilege  of  self  government) 
is  accompanied  by  a  movement  to  secure  therein  a  direct  repre- 
sentation of  the  laity.  In  this  movement  all  parties  of  the  national 
establishment  concur.  The  world  has  recently  seen  the  illustrious 
and  venerable  Guizot  come  forward,  as  an  elder  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Church  of  France,  in  the  defense  of  evangelical  religion 
against  the  assaults  of  rationalism. 

Standing  among  the  associated  pastors  of  his  Church,  he  has 
uttered  words  which  we  commend  to  the  consideration  of  an 
American  Methodist  General  Conference.  "  It  is  one  of  the  essen- 
tial facts,"  says  this  distinguished  Protestant  statesman,  "  one  of 
the  great  results  of  the  Reformation  of  the  sixteenth  century,  that 
it  did  not  leave  the  religioim  society  under  the  exclusive  empire  of 
the  ecclesiastical  society.  It  gave  to  tlie  laity^  to  the  faithful^  a 
part  i)i  the  government  of  the  Church  by  the  side  of  the  clergy. 
The  authority  resides  in  the  bodies^  in  which  the  clergy  and  the 
laity  sit,  deliberate,  and  decide  together.  Let  us  beware  of  allow- 
ing this  great  characteristic  of  our  Church  to  be  altered;  faith  and 
liberty  would  equally  suffer  from  it." 

May  we  not,  under  such  high  sanction,  say  to  a  Methodist  Gen- 
eral Conference :  Let  us  beware  of  allowing  this  great  character- 
istic of  the  Church  of  Christ  to  remain  unrecognized  as  it  is  at 
present  with  us ;  for  if  we  do,  fiith  and  liberty  will  equally  suffer. 
Such  is  our  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  association  of  the 
laity  with  the  ministry  in  the  administration  of  Christ's  Church, 
that,  in  our  judgment,  it  would  be  wise  in  our  ministers  to  urge 
upon  the  laymen  the  acceptance  of  a  larger  share  of  the  responsi- 
bilities, which  are  now  borne  by  the  ministry  alone. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  Methodist  system  is  peculiar,  unique, 
and  will  not  safely  admit  a  sharing  of  the  responsibilities  of  a  Gen- 
eral Conference  between  the  ministry  and  the  laity.  We  answer 
that  the  admission  of  laymen  to  the  General  Conference  will  not 
interfere  with  any  essential  peculiarity  of  Methodism.  The  admin- 
istration will  still  remain  in  the  hands  that  hold  it  now.  Bishops 
will  still  appoint  preachers  to  their  stations  ;  itinerant  ministers  and 
itinerant  presiding  elders  will  still  revolve  in  their  fixed  orbits  as 
they  have  revolved  heretofore.  The  composition  of  the  General 
Conference  will  be  modified,  but  we  are  bold  to  say  that  the  laity 
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will  be  found  as  staunch  in  their  adherence  to  all  the  essentials  of 
Methodism  as  the  ministry.  The  experience  of  this  General  Con- 
ference proves  that  the  passion  for  innovation  is  already  strongly 
developed  in  our  preachers.  The  laity  hear  with  some  apprehen- 
sion proposals  for  changes  of  our  economy  which,  if  adopted, 
would  make  Methodism  something  different  from  what  it  has  been 
and  now  is.  The  experience  of  all  ecclesiastical  bodies  in  which 
laymen  are  members  is,  that  the  laity  are  more  prone  to  resist  than 
to  encourage  innovation,  and  that  they  consent  with  reluctance  to 
the  removal  of  old  landmarks.  This  will,  in  our  opinion,  prove  to 
be  the  experience  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  when  laymen 
are  admitted  into  its  General  Conference. 

There  is  another  consideration  to  which  we  attach  much  import- 
ance. The  proposal  is,  on  our  part,  an  oifer  that  the  ministry  shall 
take  into  more  perfect  association  with  them  all  the  resources  of 
the  Church.  It  is  substantially  an  offer  of  partnership.  So  long 
as  the  General  Conference  is  a  purely  clerical  body,  it  cannot  act 
with  sufficient  decision  in  founding  and  conserving  the  great  char- 
itable endowments  which  are,  in  our  day,  a  part  of  the  working 
force  of  an  earnest  Chi'istianity.  The  Conference  can  now  reach, 
in  an  imperfect  way  only,  the  resources  of  Methodism.  The  bear- 
ing of  this  fact  upon  the  approaching  commemoration  of  the  Cen- 
tenary of  American  Methodism  you  will,  fathers  and  brethren, 
readily  perceive.  As  now  constituted,  the  Conference  cannot  com- 
mand the  resources  of  the  Church  as  it  would  be  able  to  do  were 
the  laity  to  be  united  with  the  ministry  in  the  expression  of  its 
supreme  legislative  will.  On  many  subjects  it  must  be  content  to 
recommend  ;  but  composed  of  both  orders,  it  would  speak  with 
their  joint  authority  ;  laymen  would  feel  the  binding  force  of  direc- 
tions in  the  adoption  of  which  their  own  representatives  had  con- 
curred ;  and  the  authority  of  the  General  Conference  would  be  far 
greater  than  now,  great  as  it  now  is. 

We  are  met,  however,  with  the  declaration,  that  the  ministers 
have  managed  the  Church  well,  and  that  we  should  "  let  well 
enough  alone."  With  such  rare  devotion  and  self-sacrifice  as 
characterized  our  Methodist  fathers  almost  any  system  would 
have  worked  well.  The  high-toned  piety  of  the  early  preachers, 
and  the  earnest  love  for  the  Church  cherished  by  their  successors, 
have  prevented  thus  far  a  full  development  of  the  evils  of  a  purely 
clerical  system  of  government.  But  prudence  suggests  that  every 
system  should  be  provided  with  the  checks  and  balances  which  are 
requisite  to  secure  stability.  And  we  should  give  heed  to  the 
teachings  of  Church  history,  which  has  demonstrated  the  fact,  that 
a  government  of  the  clergy  alone  develops  in  time  the  most  fearful 
evils — evils  which,  when  they  have  become  inveterate,  are  well 
nigh  incurable.  And  we  should  never  forget  that  the  great  refor- 
mation was  just  as  much  a  reform  of  the  polity  of  the  Church,  by  the 
distribution  of  its  powers  between  the  clergy  and  laity,  as  it  was  a 
revival  of  the  Christian  life.  American  Methodism*  should  here,  as 
well  as  elsewhere,  follow  the  great  lines  of  Protestant  developmenL 
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But  are  we  doing  well  enough  now  ?  Let  our  failure  to  keep  pace 
with  the  growth  of  our  large  cities  and  towns  answer.  Witness 
again  the  numbers  of  youth  who,  nourished  in  the  lap  of  Methodism, 
yet  if  they  embrace  religion  at  all  so  often  join  other  communions 
where  the  lay  element  is  more  influential.  Are  our  literary  insti- 
tutions adequately  endowed  ?  Where  are  our  munificent  founda- 
tions for  the  education  of  the  ministry?  These  and  others  are  grave 
problems,  the  solution  of  which  will  be  found  to  involve  the  iden- 
tical failure  to  which  we  have  been  adverting,  to  place  the  laity  in 
proper  relations  to  these  chief  interests  of  the  Church. 

We  are  gratified  to  find,  fathers  and  brethren,  that  in  urging 
our  claim  we  are  occupying  the  doctrinal  ground  of  the  greatest 
teachers  of  Methodism.  The  prince  of  Methodist  theologians, 
Kichard  Watson,  whose  "Institutes"  you  have  made  a  ministerial 
text-book,  distinctly  asserts  that  those  regulations,  which  are  sub- 
sidiary to  the  great  end  of  the  Church's  commission,  are  intended, 
in  Christ's  plan,  to  rest  upon  the  tmitucd  concurrence  of  the  mi?ii»- 
try  and  the  people.  Suffer  us,  at  this  }X)int,  to  quote  a  brief  pas- 
sage from  his  statement  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  :  "  The  con- 
sent of  the  people,"  he  observes,  "to  all  such  regulations,  either 
tacitly,  by  the  adoption  of  them,  or  more  expressly  throvgh  any 
regular  meetitigs  of  different  officers  toho  may  be  regarded  as  ac- 
quainted with  and  representing  the  sentiments  of  the  tnhole ;  as 
also  by  the  approval  of  those  aged,  wise,  and,  from  different  causes, 
influential  pei^sons,  who  are  to  be  found  in  all  societies,  is  necessary 
to  confidence  and  harmony,  and  a  proper  security  for  good  and 
orderly  government." 

The  opinions  of  this  eminent  theologian  are  the  more  entitled  to 
your  consideration  from  the  fact  that  he  was,  through  life,  an 
opponent  of  the  extreme  democratic  theory  of  ecclesiastical  govern- 
ment. Yet  he  fully  concedes  that  the  consent  of  the  people  throztgh 
their  represeiitatives  is  essential  to  the  right  ordering  of  the  Church. 
AVe  stand  then  firmly  on  Methodist  ground ;  we  stand  on  Protest- 
ant ground ;  we  stand  on  the  sure  ground  of  Scripture.  What  we 
seek  is  in  harmony  with  the  New  Testament,  accords  with  primi- 
tive usage,  and  is  the  distinctive  mark  of  Protestant  Christianity. 
Lay  representation  in  the  General  Conference  once  accomplished, 
the  laity  and  the  ministry  will  be  more  firmly  bound  to  each  other ; 
the  tie  that  unites  them  will  be  indissoluble.  The  Church  will  then 
have  given  to  the  Christian  world  a  new  guaranty  of  its  perpetuity. 
American  Methodism  has,  in  our  judgment,  acquired  the  maturity 
which  makes  the  union  of  the  laity  with  the  ministry,  in  its  general 
government,  both  wise,  safe,  and  necessary. 

We  leave  it  to  you,  fathers  and  brethren,  to  note  the  signs  of 
the  times,  confident  that  in  your  mature  deliberation  this  important 
and  growing  want  of  Methodism  will  receive  from  you  the  atten- 
tion which  the  magnitude  of  the  question  demands.  With  sincere 
respect  and  affection,  in  behalf  of  the  Laymen's  Convention, 

James  Strong,  Secretary.  Thos.  Kneil,  President. 

Philadelphia,  May  \2ith,  1864. 
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The  following  resolution  accoiApanies  the  address,  and  was  pre- 
sented at  the  same  time  : 

Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  ask  the  General  Conference  so  to 
alter  the  organic  law  of  our  Church  that  the  male  members  of  the 
several  charges  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  may  choose  repre- 
sentatives, to  meet  in  convention  within  the  bounds  of  their  respect- 
ive Conferences  and  elect  delegates  to  the  General  Conference, 
and  that  the  General  Conference  prescribe  the  mode  of  such  elec- 
tions, and  fix  the  ratio  of  such  representation. 

We  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  of  a  resolu- 
tion adopted  at  the  Laymen's  Convention  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  held  in  Philadelphia,  May,  1864. 

James  Strong,  Secretary.  Thos.  Knetl,  President. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  LAY  DELEGATION. 

The  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation  have  had  under  consideration 
the  papers  referred  to  them,  namely,  the  Address  of  the  Bishops, 
the  address  and  resolution  of  the  Laymen's  Convention,  the  resolu- 
tions of  various  Annual  and  Quarterly  Conferences,  and  sundry  peti- 
tions, some  in  favor  of  lay  delegation,  others  against  it;  a  third  class 
asking  that  the  subject  be  submitted  again  to  a  popular  vote,  and 
a  fourth  protesting  against  such  re-submitting  of  the  question. 
Your  committee  have  also  been  favored  with  the  views  and  argu- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Lay  Convention,  which,  they  are 
happy  to  say,  were  uttered  in  the  most  kind  and  loyal  spirit. 
After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  question  in  all  its  bearings,  they 
submit  the  folloAving  preamble  and  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  General  Conference,  at  its  last  session,  declared  its 
approval  of  the  introduction  of  lay  delegation  into  this  body  when 
it  shall  be  ascertained  that  the  Church  ^desires  it ;  provided  for  sub- 
mitting the  question  to  the  male  members  over  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  in  full  connection,  in  all  our  charges  ;  instructed  the  bishops 
to  lay  the  question  before  the  Annual  Conferences  at  their  session 
in  the  year  1862,  and  requested  them  to  report  to  this  body  the 
results  of  these  several  votes ;  and  whereas  the  bishops  reported 
the  vote  as  follows,  namely,  "Of  the  ministers  there  were  1,338 
votes  for,  3,069  against;  of  the  male  members,  28,884  for,  47,855 
against;  showing  a  majority  against  lay  representation  in  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  1,731  ministers  and  18,971  male  members;" 
therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  while  we  reaffirm  our  approval  of  lay  repre- 
sentation in  the  General  Conference  whenever  it  shall  be  ascertained 
that  the  Church  desires  it,  we  see  no  such  declaration  of  the  popular 
will  as  to  justify  us  in  taking  advanced  action  in  relation  to  it. 
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2.  Resolved,  That  we  are  at  all  times  ready  to  receive  petitions 
and  memorials  from  our  people  on  this  subject,  and  to  consider 
them  most  respectfully. 

Respectfully  submitted,  E.  Thomson,  Chairman. 

Edward  G.  Andrews,  Secretary. 
Philadelphia,  May  23,  1864. 
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REPORT  NO.  I  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  REVISALS 


The  Committee  on  Revisals  beg  leave  to  report  in  part,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Item  I. — Your  committee  recommend  that  the  Discipline,  Part  II, 
chap,  ii,  §  11,  quest.  1,  page  82,  be  amended  by  adding  after  the 
words  "  Wesleyan  Connection  in  Europe  and  Canada,"  the  words 
"or  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada;"  and  in  the 
answer  to  said  question,  after  the  words  "  British,  Irish,  or  Can- 
ada Conference,"  the  words  "  or  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  Canada,"  so  that  the  question  and  answer  will  read  as  follows : 

Question  1.  In  what  manner  shall  we  receive  those  ministers 
who  may  come  to  us  from  the  Wesleyan  Connection  in  Europe  and 
Canada,  or  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada  ? 

Aiiswer  1.  If  they  come  to  us  properly  accredited  from  either  the 
British,  Irish,  or  Canada  Conference,  or  from  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  Canada,  they  may  be  received  according  to  such 
credentials,  provided  they  give  satisfaction  to  an  Annual  Confer- 
ence of  their  willingness  to  conform  to  our  Church  government  and 
usages. 

Item  II. — Your  committee  also  recommend  that  the  Discipline, 
Part  II,  chap,  i,  §  4,  and  answer  to  question  1,  be  amended  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  and  "  before  the  words  "  class-leaders  ;" 
and  also  by  inserting  the  words  "and  trustees"  after  the  words 
"  class-leaders  ;"  and  also  by  inserting  the  words  "  churches  in  the  " 
before  the  word  "  circuit ;"  and  also  by  inserting  the  word  "  all " 
before  the  words  "  being  members,"  so  that  the  whole  question  and 
answer  shall  read  as  follows  : 

Question  1 .  Of  whom  shall  the  Quarterly  Conferences  be  com- 
posed ? 

Answer.  Of  all  the  traveling  and  local  preachers,  exhorters, 
stewards,  class-leaders,  and  trustees  of  the  Churches  in  the  circuit 
or  station,  and  the  first  male  superintendents  of  our  Sunday-schools, 
said  trustees  and  superintendents  being  members  of  our  Church 
and  approved  by  the  Quarterly  Conference.  The  Missionary  Com- 
mittee shall  have  a  right  to  a  seat  during  the  action  of  the  conier- 
ence  on  the  subject  of  missions,  but  at  no  other  time. 
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Item  III. — Your  committee  recommend  that  the  paragraph 
marked  "N.  B.,"  and  attached  to  ans.  3,  ques.  2,  chap,  vi,  page  112 
in  the  Discipline  be  amended  so  as  to  read : 

"  N.  B. — Whenever  a  preacher  on  trial  shall  be  appointed  by  a 
bishop  to  a  mission,  or  a  chaplaincy  in  the  army  or  navy,  or  in  hos- 
pitals or  prisons,  he  may,  if  elected  by  an  Annual  Conference,  with 
the  approbation  of  a  bishop,  be  ordained  by  him  before  his  proba- 
tion ends." 

Item  IV. — Your  committee  recommend  that  ans.  2,  qnes.  3,  §  3, 
chap,  i,  Part  I,  commencing  on  page  34  of  the  Discipline,  be  stricken 
out,  and  the  following  answer  be  inserted  in  its  place,  namely : 

Answer  2.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  (or  earlier)  the  preacher  in 
charge  shall  organize  the  baptized  children  of  the  Church  into 
classes,  and  appoint  suitable  leaders,  (male  or  female,)  whose  duty  it 
sllall  be  to  meet  them  in  class  once  a  week  and  instruct  them  in  the 
nature,  design,  and  obligations  of  baptism,  and  the  truths  of  relig- 
ion necessary  to  make  them  "  wise  unto  salvation  ;"  urge  them  to 
"  give  regular  attendance  upon  the  means  of  grace ;"  advise,  exhort, 
and  encourage  them  to  an  immediate  consecration  of  their  hearts 
and  lives  to  God,  and  inquire  into  the  state  of  their  religious  ex- 
perience ;  provided^  that  children  imbaptized  are  not  to  be  excluded 
from  these  classes. 

Item  V. — Your  committee  recommend  the  striking  out  of  the 
word  "  shall "  from  the  sixth  line  of  ans.  3,  ques.  3,  §  3,  chap,  i, 
Part  I,  and  page  35  of  the  Discipline,  and  inserting  in  its  place  the 
words  "  may,  with  their  assent,"  so  that  the  tirst  part  of  that  answer 
will  read  as  follows : 

'■''Answer  3.  Whenever  they  shall  have  attained  an  age  sufficient 
to  understand  the  obligations  of  religion,  and  shall  give  evidence  of 
a  desire  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come  and  to  be  saved  from  their 
sins,  their  names  may,  with  their  assent,  be  enrolled  on  the  list  of 
probationers." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  W.  Clabk,  Chairman,. 


Ny  II.— Journal,  pages  141,  203. 

REPORT  NO.  II  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  REVISALS. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  following  amendments  in  the 
Discipline : 

I.  CHAPLAINS  TO   HOSPITALS. 

On  page  92,  3d  answer  to  question  3,  §  1,  chap,  iii,  ninth  line 
from  the  bottom  of  the  page,  strike  out  the  word  "  state "  and 
insert  the  word  "  hospitals  ;"  so  that  the  clause  shall  read,  "  chap- 
lains to  hospitals,  prisons,  and  in  the  army  or  navy." 
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II.    AGENTS  FOR    BENEVOLENT   INSTITUTIONS. 

On  page  93  of  the  Discipline,  to  answer  3  add  the  following 
words,  "  and  other  benevolent  institutions ;"  so  that  the  clause  shall 
read  as  follows : 

"He  shall  have  authority,  when  requested  by  an  Annual  Confer- 
ence, to  appoint  an  agent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  travel  through- 
oiat  the  bounds  of  such  Conference,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
and  aiding  Sabbath-schools  and  distributing  tracts,  and  also  to 
appoint  an  agent  or  agents  for  the  benefit  of  our  literary  institu- 
tions, an  agent  for  the  German  publishing  fund,  and  for  other  benev- 
olent institutions." 

III.   PREACHINC   WITHOUT   LICENSE. 

On  page  115  of  the  Discipline,  chap,  viii,  §  1,  ques.  1,  ans.  1,  3d 
line  from  the  bottom  of  the  page,  after  the  words  "  leaders'  meet- 
ing "  add  the  words,  "  and  no  member  of  the  Church  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  preach  without  such  license,"  so  that  the  first  sentence 
oi  the  proviso  shall  read  as  follows  : 

"  Provided,  That  no  person  shall  be  licensed  to  preach  without 
the  recommendation  of  the  society  of  which  he  is  a  member,  or  of 
a  leaders'  meeting,  and  no  member  of  the  Church  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  preach  without  such  license." 

Respectfully  submitted,  D.  W.  Clark,  Chairman. 


N,  III —Journal,  pages  156,  204,  207,  208,  236,  250. 

REPORT  NO.  m  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  REVISALS. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  following  revisions  of  the  Dis- 
cipline, namely : 

I.  OF  CLASS-MEETINGS. 

On  page  41  of  the  Discipline  add  a  fifth  answer  to  question  2, 
and  strike  the  words  "and  love-feasts"  from  the  heading  of  §3, 
page  40,  so  that  the  whole  section  shall  read  as  follows  : 

Section  IH. —  Class-Meetings. 

Quest.  1.  How  may  the  leaders  of  classes  be  rendered  more 
useful  ? 

Ans.  1.  Let  each  of  them  be  diligently  examined  concerning  his 
method  of  meeting  a  class.  Let.  this  be  done  with  all  possible 
exactness  at  least  once  a  quarter.  In  order  to  this,  take  sufficient 
time. 
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2.  Let  each  leader  carefully  inquire  how  every  soul  of  his  class 
prospers  ;  not  only  how  each  person  observes  the  outward  rules, 
but  how  he  grows  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God. 

3.  Let  the  leaders  converse  with  those  who  have  the  charge  of 
their  circuits  frequently  and  freely. 

Quest.  2.  Can  anything  more  be  done  in  order  to  make  the  class- 
meetings  lively  and  proBtable  ? 
Ans.  1.  Change  improper  leaders. 

2.  Let  the  leaders  frequently  meet  each  other's  classes. 

3.  Let  us  observe  which  leaders  are  the  most  useful,  and  let 
these  meet  the  other  classes  as  often  as  possible. 

4.  See  that  all  the  leaders  be  not  only  men  of  sound  judgment, 
but  men  truly  devoted  to  God. 

5.  Let  the  leaders  be  directed  to  such  a  course  of  reading  and 
study  as  shall  best  qualify  them  for  their  work  ;  especially  let  such 
books  be  recommended  as  will  tend  to  increase  their  knowledge  of 
the  Scriptures  and  make  them  familiar  with  those  passages  best 
adapted  to  Christian  experience.  "Wherever  practicable,  let  the 
preachers  examine  the  leaders  in  the  studies  recommended. 

II.  NEGLECT  OF  THE  MEANS  OF  GRACE. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  formation  of  a  new  section  to 
take  the  place  of  the  balance  of  §  3,  commencing  with  question  3, 
page  41,  as  follows: 

Section  IV. — Neglect  of  the  3Ieans  of  Grace. 

Question  1.  What  shall  we  do  with  those  members  of  our 
Church  who  habitually  neglect  the  means  of  grace,  such  as  the 
public  worship  of  God,  the  supper  of  the  Lord,  family  and  private 
prayer,  searching  the  Scriptures,  class-meetings,  and  prayer- 
meetings  ? 

Ansicer  1.  Let  the  elder,  deacon,  or  one  of  the  preachers  visit 
them  whenever  it  is  practicable,  and  explain  to  them  the  conse- 
quence if  they  continue  to  neglect. 

2.  If  they  do  not  amend,  let  him  who  has  the  charge  of  the 
circuit  or  station  bring  the  case  before  the  society,  or  a  select  num- 
ber, before  whom  they  shall  be  cited  to  appear;  and  if  they  be  found 
guilty  of  willful  neglect  by  a  decision  of  a  majority  of  the  members 
before  whom  the  case  is  brought,  let  them  be  excluded. 

III.  ON   SEEING  THAT  THE   PREACHERS   BEHAVE   WELL  AND 
WANT   NOTHING. 

On  page  84  of  the  Discipline,  from  answer  1  to  question  1,  in 
§  12,  strike  out  the  words,  "To  see  that  the  other  preachers 
in  his  circuit  behave  well  and  want  nothing,"  and  insert  the  fol- 
lowing answer :  "  He  shall  have  the  oversight  of  the  other  preach- 
ers in  his  circuit  or  station." 

Respectfully  submitted,  D.  W.  Clakk,  Cluxirman, 

S.  C.  Beowx,  Secretary. 
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N,  IV.— Journal,  pages  161,  239. 
REPORT  NO.  IV  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OX  REVISALS. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  following  changes  in  the  Dis- 
cipline : 

I.   IN   RELATION  TO   PUBLIC  WORSHIP. 

On  page  38,  §  1,  chap,  ii,  Part  I,  change  the  section  on  Public 
Worship  so  that  it  shall  read  as  follows  : 

Question.  What  directions  shall  be  given  for  the  establishment 
of  uniformity  in  public  worship  among  us  on  the  Lord's  day  ? 

Ansirer  1.  Let  the  morning  service  consist  of  singing,  prayer, 
the  reading  of  a  lesson  from  the  Old  Testament  and  another  from 
the  New,  and  preaching. 

2.  Let  the  afternoon  or  evening  service  consist  of  singing,  prayer, 
the  reading  of  one  or  two  Scripture  lessons,  and  preaching. 

3.  On  the  days  of  administering  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Sapper  the  reading  of  the  Scripture  lessons  may  be  omitted. 

4.  In  administering  the  sacraments  and  in  the  burial  of  the 
dead  let  our  ritual  invariably  be  used.  Let  the  Lord's  Prayer 
.also  be  used  on  all  occasions  of  public  worship  in  concluding  the 
first  prayer,  the  congregation  being  exhorted  to  join  in  its  audible 
repetition.  Let  a  Doxology  be  sung  at  the  conclusion  of  each 
service,  and  the  Apostolic  Benediction  be  invariably  used  in  dis- 
missing the  congregation. 

5.  Let  the  people  be  earnestly  exhorted  to  join  in  all  these  acts 
of  worship,  and  especially  to  respond  to  the  prayers  of  our  ritual. 

6.  Let  the  society  be  met,  whenever  it  is  practicable,  on  the 
Sabbath-day. 

II.  IN   RELATION   TO  SINCINC. 

On  page  40,  in  §  2,  let  the  4th  answer  read  as  follows: 
Answer  4.  Let  one  or  more  be  chosen  in  each  society  to  lead  the 
singing. 

III.  RECEPTION  OF  MINISTERS  FROM  THE  M.  E.  CHURCH,  SOUTH. 

On  page  82,  §  11,  chap,  ii,  Part  I,  insert  the  following  as  a  second 
question  and  answer,  changing  the  numbers  of  those  that  follow 
to  correspond  : 

Question  2.  How  shall  we  receive  those  ministers  who  may 
offer  to  unite  with  us  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South  ? 

Ansioer.  Upon  the  same  conditions  as  specified  in  answer  to 
question  1,  provided  they  give  satisfictory  assurana^s  to  an 
Annual  or  Quarterly  Conference  of  their  loyalty  to  the  National 
Government,  and  hearty  approval  of  the  antislavery  doctrine  of 
our  Church. 

IV.   NUMBER  OF  A  COMMITTEE   FOR  TRIAL. 

On  page  128,  §  2,  question  1,  answer  1,  after  the  words  "or  a 
select  number,"  insert  the  words  "  of  not  less  than  five." 

27 


446  Journal  of  the  General  Conference^  18C4.        [N,  IV. 

V.  REARRANGEMENT  OF  THE   DISCIPLINE. 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Conference,  recommending  a  rearrangement  of  the 
Discipline,  according  to  the  plan  proposed  by  Bishop  Baker, 
respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined  the  new  arrangement 
proposed  by  Bishop  Baker,  and  most  cordially  approve  the  same, 
as  in  their  judgment  much  more  simple,  logical,  and  convenient 
than  the  old,  and  accordingly  submit  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  "  Table  of  Contents"  herewith  submitted 
be  printed. 

2.  Resolved,  That  Bishop  Baker  be  associated  with  the  commit- 
tee authorized  to  edit  the  new  edition  of  the  Discipline  in  the  exe- 
cution of  that  work,  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  adopt  (so  far 
as  it  is  practicable,  consistently  with  the  modifications  of  the  Dis- 
cipline, ordered  at  this  General  Conference)  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed by  Bishop  Baker. 

DISCIPLINE  OF  THE  M.  E.  CHURCn. 

Contents. 

PART  I.— OPwIGIN,  DOCTRINES,  AND  RULES. 

Chapter  I. —  Origin,  Articles,  and  General  Rules. 

Sec.  1.  Origin  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Sec.  2.  Articles  of  Religion. 

Sec.  3.  The  General  Rules. 

Sec,  4.  Slavery. 

Sec.  5.  Baptism. 

Sec.  6.  The  Lord's  Supper. 

Sec.  7.  Marriage. 

Sec.  8.  Dress. 

Chaptek  n. — Metnbership. 

Sec.  1.  Receiving  members  into  the  Church. 

Sec.  2.  Relation  of  baptized  children  to  the  Church. 

Chapter  III. — Means  of  Grace. 

Sec.  1.  Public  worship. 

SeCi  2.  The  spirit  and  truth  of  singing. 

Sec.  3.  Class-meetings  and  love-feasts. 

PART  II.— GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  CHURCH 

Chapter  I. — The  Conferences. 

Sec.  1.  The  General  Conference. 
Sec.  2,  The  Annual  Conferences. 
Sec.  3.  The  Quarterly  Conferences. 
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Chapter  II. —  77*6  Ministry. 

Sec.  1.  Examination  of  those  who  think  they  are  called  to  preach. 

Sec.  2.  Rules  of  a  preacher. 

Sec.  3.  The  duties  of  preachers  to  God,  themselves,  and  others. 

Sec.  4.  The  necessity  of  union  among  ourselves. 

Sec.  5.  The  employment  of  time. 

Sec.  6.  Deportment  at  the  Conferences. 

Sec.  7.  The  matter  and  manner  of  preaching. 

Sec.  8.  Rules  by  which  we  should  continue  or  desist  from 
preaching  in  any  place. 

Sec.  9.  Visiting  from  house  to  house. 

Sec.  10.  Method  of  receiving  traveling  preachers  on  trial. 

Sec.  1 1 .  The  manner  of  receiving  traveling  preachers  into  full 
connection. 

Sec.  12.  Reception  of  preachers  from  other  denominations. 

Sec.  13.  The  election  of  bishops  and  their  duty. 

Sec.  14.  Presiding  elders  and  their  duty. 

Sec,  15.  The  election  of  traveling  elders  and  their  duty. 

Sec.  16.  The  election  of  traveling  deacons  and  their  duty. 

Sec.  1 7.  The  duties  of  preachers  in  charge. 

Sec.  18.  The  superannuated  preachers. 

Sec.  19.  The  local  preachers.     (General  directions.) 

Sec.  20.  Ordained  local  preachers. 

Sec.  21.  Rights  and  privileges  of  colored  local  preachers. 

Chaptee  III. — Stewards — their  Qualificatiotis,  Appointments^  and 

Duties. 

PART  III.— ADMrniSTRATION"  OF  DISCIPLIKE. 

Chapter  I. — Bri^iging  3finisters  and  Members  to  Trial  and  the 
Settlement  of  Disputes. 

Sec.  1.  The  trial  of  a  bishop. 

Sec.  2.  Method  of  proceeding  against  accused  traveling  ministers 
and  preachers. 

Sec.  3.  Method  of  proceeding  against  preachers  on  trial. 
Sec.  4.  The  trial  of  local  preachers. 
Sec.  5.  The  trial  of  accused  membei-s : 
I.  For  immoral  conduct. 
II.  For  neglect  of  duty  and  imprudent  conduct. 

III.  For  dissension. 

IV.  Rules  for  the  settlem^t  of  disputed  debts  and  for  arbitra- 
tion thereon. 

V.  Rules  concerning  insolvency. 

Chapter  II. — The  Trial  of  Appeals. 

Sec.  1.  The  appeal  of  traveling  ministers  and  preachers. 
Sec.  2.  The  appeal  of  local  preachers. 
Sec.  3.  The  appeal  of  members. 
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Chaptee  ni. — Restoration  of  Credentials  of  Ordination.  \ 

Sec.  1.  Credentials  of  those  who  have  been  traveling  ministers 
or  preachers.  j 

Sec.  2.  Credentials  of  local  preachers. 


PAET  IV.— THE  RITUAL. 

Chapter  I. — The  Order  of  Baptism. 

Sec.  1.  The  ministration  of  baptism  to  infants. 

Sec.  2.  The  ministration  of  baptism  to  such  as  are  of  riper  years. 

Chapter  II. — TTie  Lord's  Supper. 

Chapter  III. — Form  of  Solemnization  of  Matrimony. 

Chapter  IV. —  Order  of  the  Burial  of  the  Bead. 

Chapter  V. — Forms  of  Ordination. 

Sec,  1.  Ordination  of  bishops. 
Sec.  2.  Ordination  of  elders. 
Sec.  3.  Ordination  of  deacons. 


PAET  v.— RELIGIOUS  AND  BENEVOLENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

Sec.  1.  Sunday-schools  and  instruction  of  children. 

Sec.  2.  The  support  of  missions. 

Sec.  3.  The  printing  and  circulation  of  religious  tracts. 

Sec.  4.  Printing  and  circulation  of  books  and  periodicals. 

Sec.  5,  The  Chartered  Fund. 


PART  VL— TEMPORAL  ECONOMY. 

Chapter  I. — The  Support  of  Ministers. 

Sec.  1.  The  support  of  bishops  and  the  families  of  deceased 
bishops. 

Sec.  2.  The  support  of  presiding  elders. 

Sec.  3.  The  support  of  ministers  and  preachers. 

Sec.  4.  The  support  of  superannuated  preachers. 

Sec.  5.  Local  preachers  to  have  an  allowance  in  certain  cases. 

Chapter  II. — Raising  Supplies.     Parsonages. 

Sec.  1.  Methods  for  raising  annual  supplies. 
Sec.  2.  Building  and  renting  houses  for  the  use  of  traveling 
preachers. 
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Chapter  III. —  Churches  and  Church  Property. 

Sec  1.  Building  churches. 

Sec.  2.  Trustees — their  appointment,  duties  and  responsibilitiea. 

Sec.  3.  A  form  of  deed  of  settlement. 

Chapter  IV. — Boundaries. 

Sec.  1.  The  boundaries  of  Annual  Conferences. 
Sec  2.  The  arrangement  of  the  German  work. 

6.  REGISTRATION  OF  MARRIAGES  AND  BAPTISMS. 

On  page  125,  from  answer  1,  question  3,  strike  out  the  words, 
*'  to  register  the  marriages  and  baptisms,"  and  add  to  answer  9, 
§  12,  chap,  ii,  Part  II,  page  85,  the  words,  "and  also  to  regis- 
ter the  marriages  and  baptisms." 

The  effect  of  the  above  change  is  to  transfer  the  duty  of  making 
the  register  from  the  stewards  to  the  minister. 

7.  PREACHER'S  QUARTERLY  REPORT. 

On  page  85  amend  the  first  line  of  answer  11,  so  that  the  answer 
shall  read,  "To  make  a  written  report  at  each  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence and  love-teast  of  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  received 
into  the  Church  or  excluded  therefrom  during  the  quarter ;  also  the 
names  of  those  who  have  beea  received  or  dismissed  by  certificate, 
and  of  those  who  have  died  or  withdrawn  from  the  Church. 

8.  DUTIES  OF  STEWARDS. 

On  page  125  strike  out  the  following,  relating  to  the  duties  of 
stewards,  from  question  3,  answer  1,  namely,  "and  to  be  subject 
to  the  bishops,  the  presiding  elder  of  th^e  district,  and  the  elder, 
deacon,  and  traveling  preachers  of  th«ir  circuit. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  C.  Bbown,  Secretary.  D.  W.  Cigars:,  Chairman. 


Ny  V.~JoarnaJ,  pages  184,  242« 
REPORT  NO.  V  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  REVISALS. 

The  committee  report  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  section  2, 
chap.  X,  Part  II,  commencing  on  page  128: 

Section  II. — ^Trial  of  ax  Accused  Member. 

L  For  Immoral  Conduct. 

Ques.  1.  How  shall  an  accused  member  be  brought  to  trial? 
Ans.  Before  a  committee  of  not  less  than  five,  who  shall  not  be 
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members  of  the  Quarterly  Conference,  (and  if  the  preacher  judge 
it  necessary  he  may  select  the  committee  from  any  part  of  the  dis- 
trict,) in  the  presence  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  who  shall  preside 
in  the  trial,  and  cause  exact  minutes  of  the  evidence  and  proceed- 
iings  in  the  case  to  be  taken.  In  the  selection  of  the  committee  the 
parties  may  challenge  for  cause. 

If  the  accused  person  be  found  guilty  by  the  decision  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  committee,  and  the  crime  be  such  as  is  expressly  forbid- 
den by  the  word  of  God,  sufBcient  to  exclude  a  person  from  the 
kingdom  of  grace  and  glory,  let  the  preacher  in  charge  expel  him. 
If  the  accused  person  evade  a  trial,  by  absenting  himself,  after 
sufBcient  notice  given  him,  he  may  be  tried  in  his  absence,  and  if 
found  guilty  he  shall  be  expelled. 

n.  FoK  Neglect  of  Duty,  ok  Imprudent  Conduct. 

But  in  cases  of  neglect  of  duties  of  any  kind,  imprudent  con- 
duct, indulging  sinful  tempers  or  words,  the  buying,  selling,  or 
using  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  or  disobedience  to  the 
order  and  discipline  of  the  Church ;  first,  let  private  reproof  be 
given  by  a  preacher  or  leader,  and  if  there  be  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  fault,  and  proper  humiliation,  the  person  may  be  borne  with. 
On  a  second  offense,  the  preacher  or  leader  may  take  one  or  two 
faithful  friends.  On  a  third  offense  let  him  be  brought  to  triaJ^ 
and  if  found  guilty^  and  there  be  no  sign  of  real  humiliation,  he 
shall  be  expelled. 

III.  For  Dissensiox. 

If  a  member  of  our  Church  shall  be  accused  of  endeavoring  to 
saw  dissensions  in  any  of  our  societies  by  inveighing  against  either 
our  doctrines  or  discipline,  the  person  so  offending  shall  first  be 
reproved  by  the  preacher  in  charge,  and  if  he  persist  in  such  per- 
nicious practices  he  shall  be  brought  to  trial,  aad  if  found  guilty 
expelled. 

IV.    DiSAGEEEMEXT   IX   BUSINESS   AND    NON-PAYMENT    OF   DeBTS. 

Qu^.  2.  IIow  shall  disputes  between  members  of  our  Church 
concerning  business  transactions  be  settled  ? 

Ans.  1.  On  any  disagreement  between  two  or  more  members  of 
(Hir  Church  concerning  business  transactions  which  cannot  be  set- 
tled by  the  parties,  the  preacher  in  charge  shall  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  shall  recommend  to  the  parties  a 
reference,  consisting  of  two  arbiters  chosen  by  the  plaintiff,  and 
two  chosen  by  the  defendant,  which  four  arbiters  so  chosen  shall 
nominate  a  fifth,  the  five  arbiters  being  members  of  our  Church. 

If  either  party  refuse  to  abide  their  judgment  be  shall  be 
brought  to  trial,  and  if  he  fail  to  show  sufficient  cause  for  such 
.refusal  he  shall  be  expelled. 

Ans.  2.  If  any  member  of  our  Church  ^ali  refose,  x&  GS8e»  of 
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debt  or  other  disputes,  to  refer  the  matter  to  arbitration  when 
recommended  by  the  preacher  in  charge,  or  shall  enter  into  a  law- 
suit with  another  member  before  these  measures  are  taken,  he  shall 
be  brought  to  trial,  and  if  he  fail  to  show  that  the  case  is  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  require  and  justify  a  process  at  law  he  shall  be 
expelled. 

V.  Insolvency  on  the  pakt  of  any  op  our  Members. 

Ques.  3.  What  shall  be  done  in  cases  of  insolvency  ? 

Ans.  1,  The  preachers  who  have  the  oversight  of  circuits  and 
stations  are  required  to  execute  all  our  rules  fully  and  strenuously 
against  all  frauds,  and  particularly  against  dishonest  insolvencies, 
suffering  none  to  remain  in  our  Church  on  any  account  who  are 
found  guilty  of  any  fraud. 

2.  To  prevent  scandal  when  any  of  our  members  fail  in  business, 
or  contract  debts  which  they  are  not  able  to  pay,  let  two  or  three 
judicious  members  of  the  Church  inspect  the  accounts,  contracts, 
and  circumstances  of  the  case  of  the  supposed  delinquent ;  and  if 
they  judge  that  he  has  behaved  dishonestly,  or  borrowed  money 
without  a  probability  of  paying,  let  him  be  brought  to  trial,  and  if 
found  guilty  expelled. 

VI.  General  Directions. 

1.  In  all  the  foregoing  cases  of  trial  witnesses  from  without  shall 
not  be  rejected ;  and  the  testimony  of  an  absent  witness  may  be 
taken  before  the  preacher  in  charge,  or  a  preacher  appointed  by 
the  presiding  elder  of  the  district  within  which  such  witness  resides; 
provided  in  every  case  sufficient  notice  has  been  given  to  the 
adverse  party  of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  such  testimony. 
The  accused  shall  have  the  right  to  call  to  his  assistance,  as  counsel, 
any  member  in  good  and  regular  standing  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

2.  If  in  any  of  the  above-nientloned  cases  the  preacher  in  charge 
differ  in  judgment  from  the  majority  of  the  committee  concerning 
the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused,  he  may  refer  the  trial  to  the 
ensuing  Quarterly  Conference,  which  shall  have  authority  to  order 
a  new  tiial. 

3.  If  there  be  a  murmur  or  complaint  from  any  excluded  person 
in  any  of  the  above-mentioned  instances  that  justice  has  not  been 
done,  he  shall  be  allowed  an  appeal  to  the  next  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence, except  such  as  absent  themselves  from  trial  after  sufficient 
notice  is  given  them;  and  the  preacher  in  charge  shall  present 
exact  minutes  of  the  evidence  and  proceedings  of  the  trial  to  the 
Quarterly  Conference,  from  which  minutes  the  case  shall  tinally  be 
determined. 

4.  After  such  forms  of  trial  and  expulsion  such  person  shall  have 
no  privileges  of  society  or  of  sacraments  in  our  Chui^ch  without 
contrition,  confession,  and  satisfactory  reformation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

5.  C.  Brown,  Secretary.  D.  W.  Clark,  Chairman. 
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N,  VI.— Journal,  pages  225,  246,  250,  263. 
REPORT  NO.  VI  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  REVISALS. 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  recommend  a  change  of  the  Disci- 
pline, Part  II,  chap,  i,  §  4,  pages  56-58,  so  that  question  5  and  the 
answer  will  read  as  follows : 

Ques.  5.  What  is  the  order  of  business  in  the  Quarterly  Con- 
ferences? 

Ans.  To  inquire : 

1.  Are  there  any  complaints? 

2.  Are  there  any  appeals? 

3.  Is  there  a  written  report  from  the  pastor : 

(1)  Of  the  number,  state,  and  average  attendance  of  the  Sunday- 
schools  and  Bible-classes,  and  the  extent  to  which  he  has  preached 
to  the  children  and  catechised  them?     (See  Part  IV,  §  1.) 

(2)  Of  tlie  religious  instruction  of  the  children  as  provided  for 
in  Part  I,  §  3,  question  3  ? 

(3)  Of  the  general  condition  of  the  charge,  embracing  the  items 
in  answer  11,  question  1,  §  12,  chap,  ii.  Part  II. 

4.  Is  there  a  report  from  Standing  Committees? 
^1)  The  Committee  on  Missions  ? 

(2)  The  Committee  on  Sunday-schools  ? 

(3)  The  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause  ? 

(4)  Are  the  Church  Records  properly  kept  ? 

5.  Have  the  General  Rules  been  read  this  quarter? 

6.  Who  shall  constitute  the  Disciplinary  Committees: 

(1)  On  Missions? 

(2)  On  Sabbath-schools  ? 

(3)  On  the  circulation  of  Tracts  ? 

V.  What  amount  has  been  estimated  for  the  support  of  the  pastor 
or  pastors  the  present  year  ? 

What  sum  has  been  apportioned  to  be  raised  by  this  charge : 
For  the  support  of  the  Presiding  Elder? 
For  the  Conference  claimants  ? 
(3)  For  missionary,  tract,  Sunday-school,  educational,  and  other 
benevolent  objects  ? 

9.  Is  any  change  desired  in  the  Board  of  Stewards? 

10.  Are  there  any  recommendations: 
(\)  For  license  to  preach  ? 

{2)  For  admission  into  the  traveling  connection  ? 

(3)  For  election  of  local  preachers  to  deacon's  or  elder's  orders  ? 

11.  Will  you  now  attend  to  the  examination  of  character  and 
the  renewal  of  licenses? 

12.  Who  shall  be  the  district  steward? 

13.  Who  shall  be  the  estimating  committee  or  committees? 

14.  Is  there  a  report  from  the  trustees  of  the  church  property? 

15.  How  many  subscribers  have  been  obtained  for  our  periodicals? 

16.  What  amounts  have  been  received  for  benevolent  objects? 
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Cl)  For  missions  ? 

(2)  For  Tract  Society  ? 

(3)  For  Sunday-School  Union ? 
(4^  For  American  Bible  Society  ? 
(5)  For  other  objects  ? 

17.  Who  shall  be  the  stewardvS  for  the  ensuing  year? 

18.  What  amount  has  been  raised  during  the  quarter  for  the 
support  of  the  ministry,  and  how  has  it  been  applied  ? 

19.  Is  there  any  other  business? 

20.  Where  shall  the  next  quarterly  meeting  be  held  ? 

The  Committee  also  recommend  that  N,  B.  2,  page  58,  be  changed 
so  as  to  read : 

Questions  6  and  7  are  asked  only  at  the  first  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence ;  question  8  only  at  the  second ;  and  all  from  item  2,  in  ques- 
tion 10,  to  question  17,  inclusive,  only  at  the  last. 

We  recommend  a  change  of  question  3,  page  54,  §  4,  chap,  i, 
Part  II,  so  that  it  shall  read :  "  The  Quarterly  Conference  shall 
appoint  a  secretary  to  take  minutes  of  the  proceedings  thereof,  to 
be  recorded  by  the  Recording  Steward  in  a  book  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose." 

Also  Part  II,  chap,  ix,  answer  to  question  5,  page  126,  so  that 
it  shall  read :  "  Not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  nine,  one  of 
wbom  shall  be  appointed  Recording  Steward  by  the  Quarterly 
Conference  after  each  annual  election." 

The  Committee  also  recommend  the  striking  out  of  answer  4  to 
question  1,  §  3,  chap,  ii,  page  63,  of  the  Discipline,  which  reads: 
*'  To  preach  in  the  morning  where  he  can  get  hearers.  We  recom- 
mend morning  preaching  at  five  in  the  summer  and  six  in  the  win- 
ter wherever  it  is  practicable." 

Also,  that  §  5,  chap,  viii,  Part  II,  page  122,  relating  to  "  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  preachers  and  official  members  of  our  colored 
membership,"  be  stricken  from  the  Discipline. 

Also,  the  following  addition,  on  page  217,  second  paragraph, 
after  the  words  "  Assistant  Agent,"  the  following,  namely,  "  to 
conduct  the  Book  Concern  at  New  York,"  so  that  it  may  read, 
*'  There  shall  be  an  Agent  and  an  Assistant  Agent  to  conduct  the 
Book  Concern  at  New  York,"  etc. 

Also  on  page  225,  in  top  line,  after  the  word  "California"  add 
"  for  each  of  which  there  shall  be  an  editor,  who,  if  chosen  from 
among  the  traveling  preachers,  shall  be  a  member  of  such  confer- 
ence as  he  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  bishops,  select." 

The  committee  also  recommend  the  addition  of  a  sixth  paragraph, 
§  2,  chap,  viii,  page  118,  as  follows  :  "  Whenever  a  local  preacher 
shall  have  a  pastoral  charge  he  shall  hold  his  Church  relation  in  said 
charge." 

Also  on  page  91,  chap,  iii,  answer  to  question  2,  the  substitution 
of  the  following  words:  "shall  consecrate  him  according  to  the 
Ritual." 

Also  on  page  93,  seventh  answer  to  question  3,  the  following 
(in  the  "  Duty  of  Bishops,")  namely  : 
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"  To  consecrate  bishops,  and  ordain  elders  and  deacons." 
Also  to  strike  out,  on  page  117,  chap,  viii,  §  2,  paragraph  3,  these 
words,  "  or  at  the  place  where  he  shall  reside  at  the  time  of  his 
location,"  so  that  it  shall  read :  "  When  a  preacher  is  located,  or 
discontinued  by  an  Annual  Conference,  he  shall  be  amenable  to  the 
Quarterly  Conference  of  the  charge  where  he  had  his  last  appoint- 
ment." 

S,  C.  Bkown,  Secretary.  M.  Raymond,  Chairman^ 
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REPORT  ON  GERMAN  HYMN  BOOK  BY  A  COMMITTEE 
APPOINTED  AT  THE  GENERAX  CONFERENCE,  1860. 

To  THE  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference  op 
THE  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  assembled  at  Philadel- 
phia. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren, — The  last  General  Conference 
appointed  a  committee  to  make  a  new  collection  of  hymns  better 
adapted  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  German  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  in  this  and  in  other  countries,  conisisting  of 
the  following  brethren :  C.  Yost,  of  the  New  York  Conference ; 
Jacob  Rothweiler,  of  North  Ohio;  G.  L.  Mulfinger,  of  Rock 
River ;  T.  L.  Walther,  of  Illinois  ;  J.  II.  Barth,  of  Southeastern 
Indiana;  and  William  Nast,  the  editor  of  the  Christian  Apologist, 
as  Chairman.  We  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have  completed  the 
work  intrusted  to  us,  and  desire  to  offer  it  now  for  the  approval  of 
this  General  Conference. 

One  of  the  committee,  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Walther,  of  the  Illinois 
Conference,  never  met  with  the  committee,  having  fallen  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  as  chaplain  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  regiment. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  at  Cincinnati,  in  June, 
1862.  The  general  outlines  and  plan  of  the  new  Hymn  Book  were 
then  laid  out,  and  the  labor  of  filling  up  the  different  departments 
was  divided  among  the  members  of  the  committee.  In  June,  1863, 
we  had  our  second  meeting  at  Berea,  Ohio,  and  labored  to  our  best 
ability  for  about  three  weeks.  All  the  rich  treasures  of  German 
hymuology  were  carefully  examined  and  sifted,  and  the  result  is  a 
collection  of  about  700  hymns,  arranged  in  the  following  order  : 

No.  of  H}rmD8L 

L  Ascriptions  of  praise  to  the  Triune  God 7 

II.   0/  the  attributes  and  works  of  God : 

1.  Of  the  attributes  of  God 16 

2.  Of  the  work  of  creation 8 
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No.  of  HjmDS. 

III.  0/  the  redemption  of  man  by  the  Second  Person  in  the  Trinity: 

1.  Of  the  divine  promise  of  redemption  in  ccnaequence  of  man's  fall 3 

2.  Of  the  person  and  mearnation  of  the  Son  of  God 16 

3.  Of  the  earthly  life  and  ministry  of  our  Lord 6 

4.  Of  tlie  atoning  siiifering  and  death  of  Christ 15 

5.  Of  His  resurrection  from  the  dead 12 

6.  Of  Jesus  Clirist  in  the  state  of  his  exaltation: 

a.  Of  His  ascension  to  heaven 4 

6.  Of  His  priestly  office 4 

c.  Of  His  regal  office 6 

d.  Of  His  second  coming 6 

7.  General  hvmns  in  praise  of  Jesus,  the  Saviour  froni'  sin, 22 

IV.  Of  the  Holy  Ghost : 

1.  Of  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  day  of  Penteaxrt 6 

2.  Of  the  ordinary  operations  of  tlie  Holy  Spirit 1 

Y.   Of  the  Church  of  Christ: 

1.  Of  the  foundation,  nature,  conflict,  and  protection  of  the  Church 12 

a.  On  the  occasion  of  laying  the  comer-stone  of  a  house  of  worship 2 

b.  On  the  occasion  of  dedicating  a  house  of  worship 3 

2.  Of  the  blessings  which  the  Church  dispenses: 

a.  Of  tlie  Holy  Scriptures 11 

aa.  Hymns  suitable  to  be  sung  between  the  opening  prayer  and  sernaon  11 
bb.  Hymns  suitable  to  be  sung  after  hearing  the  word  of  God 5 

b.  Of  the  ministry 11 

c.  Of  tlie  sacraments.: 

Of  baptism. 1 

Of  the  Lord's  supper T 

d.  Of  the  Sabbath 9 

e.  Of  the  communion  of  Saints  and  mutual  edification : 

aa.  Praise  and  thanksgiving 9 

bb.  Supplication  and  intercession 12 

CO.  Christian  experience 40 

3.  Hymns  for  invitation  and  reception  into  the  Church : 

a.  Invitation 8 

b.  Reception  into  full  connection 4 

4.  Missionary  Hymns 14 

VI.    Of  the  order  of  salvation : 

1.  Of  general  depravity 4 

2.  Awakening 22 

3.  Penitential *■  25 

4.  Of  faith 10 

5.  Of  justification,  regeneration,  and  adoption 15 

6.  Of  perfect  love 18 

Vn.   Of  the  duties  and  marks  of  trm  Christians : 

1.  Taking  up  the  cross  and  self-denial 6 

2.  Self-examination 6 

3.  Spiritual  warfare  and  watchfulness 18 

4.  Of  growth  in  grace H 

5.  Of  brotherly  and  universal  love,  love  of  enemies,  and  forgiveness 9 

6.  Of  the  right  use  of  the  tongue,  and  of  uncharitable  judging  and  backbit- 
ing   5 

7.  Of  the  faithful  use  of  all  talents  and  goods  intrusted  to  us 15 

8.  Of  humility,  patience,  gentleness,  and  meekness ' 

9.  Of  temperance  and  chastity. 3 

10.  Of  truthfiUness,  keeping  vows  and  oaths •     4 

11.  Of  trust  in  God  in  trials,  and  resignation  to  all  the  dispensations  of  Di- 
vine Providence " 

12.  Of  joy  in  God  and  lively  hope  of  heaven 26 

VIII.    Of  Death  and,  Ettrniiy. : 

1.  Of  death: 
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Ko.  of  Hymns. 

a.  Brevity  and  uncertainty  of  life 6 

b.  Hymns  for  the  death-bed 10 

c.  Funeral  hymns 13 

2.  Of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead 6 

3.  Of  the  last  judgment,  and  of  eternal  bliss  and  glory 8 

IX.  For  especial  conditions  of  human  life: 

1.  For  family  life: 

a.  On  the  occasion  of  wedlock 3 

h.  On  the  responsibilities  of  the  married  state 2 

c.  For  parents 3 

d.  For  children 16 

e.  For  widows  and  orphans 4 

/.  For  old  age 2 

g.  For  the  sick 2 

h.  Morning  hymns 11 

i.  Evening  hymns 9 

k.  Hymns  to  be  sung  at  social  meals 5 

I.  Hymns  for  birthday 3 

2.  On  the  rising  generation,  and  its  moral  and  intellectual  culture 18 

3.  On  our  duties  to  our  country  and  government : 

a.  Patriotism  and  loyalty 6 

h.  Thanksgiving  for  national  blessings 5 

c.  National  humiliation  on  a  day  of  public  prayer  and  fasting 5 

4.  For  special  seasons : 

o.  Spring,  summer,  fall,  and  winter 4 

b.  Close  of  the  year,  watch-night,  and  New  Year 11 

c.  Hymns  of  parting 6 

X.  Doocologies. 

Your  committee  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolution : 
Resolved.,  That  the  Book  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Con- 
cern be  instructed  to  have  a  tune  book  prepared,  adapted  to  the 
new  hymn  book,  if  the  latter  is  approved  by  this  General  Confer- 
ence. 

WiULiAM  Nast,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  NO.  I  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  GERMAN 

WORK. 

Your  committee  have  had  the  subject  of  the  organization  of 
"  German  Annual  Conferences  "  under  careful  consideration,  and 
after  mature  deliberation  would  present  the  following  repoit : 

It  is  a  most  gratifying  fact  that  the  most  friendly  relations  have 
and  do  now  exist  between  the  German  and  American  members  of 
the  Conferences  with  which  the  German  work  is  connected,  nor  do 
we  fear  the  possibility  of  separation  however  this  question  may  be 
decided  here. 

1.  We  believe  that  the  natural  enlargement  of  the  Conferences 
in  membership  and  numbers  involves  the  separation  and  diifusion 
of  the  German  preachers  in  small  numbers  through  our  Confer- 
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ences,  to  such  a  degree  that  the  objects  of  our  itinerant  system  can- 
not be  accomplished. 

(a)  In  not  leaving  a  sufficient  number  of  preachers  connected 
with  a  Conference  to  supply  the  various  charges  under  our  usage 
of  change  of  appointments. 

(b)  There  will  likely  be  too  large  a  number  of  preachers  for  one 
district,  and  not  enough  for  two ;  hence  some  purely  German  con- 
gregations must  fall  under  the  ministrations  of  presiding  elders  who 
do  not  speak  the  German  language. 

(c)  It  is  not  practicable  to  have  less  than  two  German  Presiding 
Elder's  Districts  in  any  Conference,  (as  none  of  our  Conferences 
have  a  less  number,)  that  they  may  consult  with  men  who  under- 
stand the  nature  of  the  peculiar  work  committed  to  them,  in  the 
providence  of  God,  by  the  great  Head  of  the  Church. 

(d)  Under  the  distributing  system  above  alluded  to,  there  will 
not  remain  together  a  sufficient  number  to  judge  of  the  qualifica- 
tions of  candidates  for  admission  into  the  "  traveling  connection," 
nor  for  examining  committees. 

(e)  Even  as  it  now  is,  our  bishops  do  not  readily  become 
acquainted  with  the  German  preachers,  who  at  our  Conferences 
are  almost  mere  spectators  of  our  Conference  business. 

2.  The  German  preachers  do  not  understand  the  details  of  the 
American  work,  and  at  Conference  have  not  the  opportunity  of 
bringing  forward  their  own  work  efficiently  and  successfully. 

(a)  They  have  no  Conference,  Sunday-school,  or  other  anniver- 
saries in  the  German  department  of  the  work. 

(b)  They  make  no  impression  upon  the  German  population 
during  Conference  sessions,  because  they  are  merged  into  and 
almost  covered  up  by  the  American  Conferences,  and  no  impres- 
sion upon  the  American  population  at  Conferences,  because  they 
are  Germans.     To  do  this,  they  must  posselfe  a  positive  existence. 

3.  They  have  no  German  minutes  for  their  people  to  read,  that 
they  may  know  how  the  business  is  transacted  ;  no  advantage  of 
education  in  Church  polity. 

4.  They  have  no  opportunity  for  concentration  of  effiart  upon 
educational  and  publishing  intei-ests  for  the  development  of  the 
German  preachers  and  people. 

5.  There  is  now  a  German-speaking  population  of  nearly  five 
million  souls  in  this  country,  and  the  number  is  being  augmented 
by  tens  of  thousands  annually  from  the  land  of  IIuss,  Luther,  and 
Nast.  These  vast  crowds  come  to  our  shores  with  a  language 
unlike  our  own,  and  sympathies  altogether  different,  with  well- 
defined  systems  of  rationalism  and  organized  societies.  They  must 
be  met  (if  saved  from  sin)  with  the  Gospel  of  Peace,  proclaimed  in 
their  own  language.  This  language  will  be  continued  in  use  as 
the  medium  of  thought  while  Germany  continues  to  send  her 
teeming  thousands  to  our  western  Avorld. 

6.  To  meet  these  thousands  and  lead  them  to  Christ  appears  to 
be  the  particular  mission  of  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  this  country.    To  accomplish  this  there  must  be  cen- 
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tralization  of  energy,  increase  of  learning,  activity  of  effort,  as  well 
as  deep  piety.  Therefore  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  German  work  he  organized  into  three 
Annual  Conferences,  each  containing  about  seventy-five  preachers. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  German  work  at  present  connected  with 
the  Rock  River  and  Minnesota  Conferences,  and  the  Galena  Ger- 
man District  of  the  Upper  Iowa  Conference,  be  formed  into  a  Con- 
ference, to  be  called  the  Northwestern  General  Conference. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  German  work  at  present  connected  with 
the  Illinois,  Southern  Illinois,  and  Kansas  Conferences,  and  the 
Burlington  German  District  of  the  Upper  Iowa  Conference,  be 
formed  into  a  Conference,  to  be  called  the  South-western  German 
Conference. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  German  work  at  present  connected  with 
the  Cincinnati,  North  Ohio,  and  South-eastern  Indiana  Conferences 
be  formed  into  a  Conference,  to  be  called  the  Central  German 
Conference. 

I.  C.  Pershing,  Secretary.  George  Peck,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  NO.   II   OF   THE   COMMITTEE   ON  THE 
GERMAN  WORK. 

The  last  General  Conference  appointed  C.  Tost,  Jacob  Roth- 
weiler,  George  L.  Ik^^ilfinger,  J.  L.  Walther,  J,  H.  Barth,  and 
William  Nast,  a  committee  to  make  a  new  collection  of  hymns 
better  adapted  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  German  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  this  and  other  countries.  Your 
committee  have  examined  the  manuscript  prepared  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  last  General  Conference,  and  respectfully  submit  the 
following  resolutions  for  adoption : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  be 
requested  to  publish  the  manuscript  hymn  book  prepared  for  the 
German  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  same  parties  be  requested  to  have  a  tune 
book,  adapted  to  the  hymn  book,  prepared  for  the  use  of  our  Ger- 
man members,  under  the  supervision  of  a  committee  of  three  Ger- 
mans, to  be  appointed  by  the  Agents,  and  to  publish  the  same  as 
soon  as  possible  after  the  preparation  of  the  manuscript. 

The  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  the  subject  of 
a  closer  union  with  the  Evangelical  Association,  and  respectfully 
submit  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  bishops  be  requested  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  three  members  of  this  General  Conference,  to  visit  the  next 
General  Conference  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  and  to  corre- 
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spond  with  the  authorities  of  that  Church  should  the  way  be 
opened  in  the  order  of  Providence  for  a  closer  union  between  the 
Churches. 

Your  committee  have  also  considered  the  memorial  of  the  Ger- 
man preachers  connected  with  the  New  York  Conference,  and 
recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolution : 

Hesolved,  That  the  German  work  in  the  New  York  Conference 
remain  for  the  present  as  it  is,  but  that  the  bishop,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  New  York  Conference  at  its  next  session,  shall 
have  power  to  form  the  same  into  a  German  Annual  Conference. 

They  also  recommend  the  following  with  regard  to  the  German 
work  in  California: 

Hesolved,  That  the  German  work  in  California  remain  in  its 
present  form. 

I.  C.  Pershixg,  Secretary.  George  Peck,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CHRISTIAN 
AND  THE  SANITARY  COMMISSIONS. 

War,  seen  from  afar,  dazzles  the  imagination.  The  mind  is 
filled  with  emotions  of  admiration  as  it  contemplates  the  pomp  of 
martial  array,  the  skill  of  leaders,  the  valor  of  the  contending 
forces,  the  attack,  the  thunder  of  the  battle,  which  shakes  the  earth 
and  darkens  the  heavens,  the  final  charge,  and  the  victory,  the  glad 
news  that  thrills  along  the  wires  which  form  the  nerves  of  the 
nation,  the  mighty  joy  which  rolls  out  from  the  field  of  strife  in  an 
ever-widening  circle.  But  viewed  more  closely  the  scene  changes. 
The  moral  grandeur  of  the  contest  may  remain,  but  we  learn  the 
fearful  price  with  which  victory  is  bought.  We  behold  the  weary 
march,  the  crowded  hospital,  the  horrors  of  the  bloody  field  when 
the  battle  is  over;  and  the  place  of  strife  is  a  true  Aceldama, 
where  the  mangled  forms  of  the  living  and  the  dying  are  some- 
times left  for  days,  because,  though  there  are  many  that  pity, 
there  are  few  that  can  be  spared  fiom  the  ranks  to  save  them. 

In  the  fearful  war  which  foul  rebellion  has  brought  upon  the 
land,  our  Govei-nment  has  done  all  that  lies  in  its  power  to  alle- 
viate the  sutferings  of  our  brave  soldiers.  Surgeons,  hospitals, 
medical  stores  have  been  provided  in  abundance.'  Yet  when  a 
great  battle  occurs,  and  thousands  fall  in  an  hour,  some  agency  is 
needed  to  suf)plement  the  appliances  provided  by  the  public 
authorities.  When  a  single  day's  fighting  numbers  half  the 
oflScers  and  men  of  a  regiment  among  the  wounded,  the  surgeon 
and  his  assistant  may  do  all  that  lies  in  their  power,  but  many 
must  suffer  and  die,  because  they  are  so  many  that  they  cannot  all 
be  reached  in  time.  In  the  permanent  hospitals  too  there  is  work 
for  the  humane  and  the  patriotic — a  work  of  benevolence  and  love, 
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as  well  as  of  wisdom,  in  supplying  various  comforts  and  delicacies 
which  the  stern  rules  of  military  life  never  provide,  but  of  which 
the  sick  room  even  of  the  poor  at  home  is  not  destitute. 

Here  then  is  the  field  of  the  two  commissions,  whose  agencies 
for  good  the  present  contest  has  called  into  existence.  They  are 
the  free  outgrowth  of  a  nation's  grateful  regard  for  its  defenders — 
the  voice  of  peace  and  good-will  heard  even  amid  the  lowering 
storm  of  war.  It  is  matter  of  congratulation  to  note  with  what 
liberality  the  money  of  the  poor  and  the  rich  has  been  contributed, 
how  many  willing  hands  and  patriotic  hearts  have  engaged  in 
these  blessed  ministries  of  humanity.  The  Sanitary  Commission 
from  its  abundant  treasures,  the  gift  of  a  generous  people,  has  pro- 
vided the  means  whereby  many  a  brave  man  has  been  saved  to  the 
armies  of  his  country,  many  a  husband,  a  brother,  a  son  has  been 
preserved  to  return  to  the  home  which  mourns  his  absence.  For 
the  past  six  months  the  Commission  has  also  been  laboring  with 
great  usefulness  and  success  in  behalf  of  the  freedmen  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. The  Christian  Commission,  in  its  proposed  department 
of  labor,  sweeps  a  still  wider  circle.  It  looks  at  all  the  wants  of 
the  soldier,  physical,  mental,  and  religious,  and  seeks  to  do  what 
may  be  done  to  provide  for  them  all.  It  not  only  has  food  for  the 
hungry,  and  clothing  for  the  naked,  but  sends  them  by  the  hands 
of  sympathizing  Christian  men,  who  follow  the  sound  of  the  battle, 
that  they  may  bear  away  the  wounded  and  pray  beside  the  dying. 
At  Gettysburg,  before  the  smoke  of  the  deadly  contest  had  been 
dispelled,  the  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission  were  at  their 
noble  toil,  which  they  prosecuted  day  and  night  till  every  bleeding 
sufferer,  patriot  or  rebel,  was  found  and  cared  for.  The  number 
of  delegates  thus  engaged  was  over  two  hundred.  Surgeons  have 
declared  that,  through  the  agency  of  the  Christian  Commission,  at 
least  one  thousand  lives  were  saved  on  that  field  alone.  Ministers 
who  were  there  engaged  in  Gospel  labors,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Commission,  estimate  the  souls  converted  in  the  hospitals  at 
Gettysburg  at  one  thousand.  At  this  present  hour,  while  the  fierce 
storm  of  battle  beats  on  the  banks  of  the  Rapidan  and  the  Po, 
more  than  two  hundred  delegates  of  the  Commission,  a  large 
majority  of  whom  are  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  are  prosecuting 
their  labors  among  the  thousands  of  the  wounded  and  the  dying, 
striving  with  heart  and  voice  to  save  the  lives  and  the  souls  of 
those  to  whom  they  minister.  On  every  great  battle-field,  and  in 
every  hospital  in  all  the  land,  their  presence  has  brought  comfort 
and  hope,  and  many  a  wanderer  have  they  led,  through  grace,  to 
Y'  the  fold  of  God.  The  cash  value  of  the  benefactions  of  the  Chris- 
1  tian  Commission  during  the  past  year  amounts  to  nearly  a  million  of 
I  dollars,  and  more  than  twelve  hundred  delegates  have  responded 
i  to  its  calls  without  fee  or  reward. 

The  Tract  Society  of  our  Church  and  the  Commission  are  acting 
together  with  entire  harmony.  The  Commission  purchases  the 
Good  News,  tracts,  and  our  other  publications  largely.  The  Society 
has  donated  hundreds  of  thousands  of  copies  of  the  Good  News 
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and  over  two  million  pages  of  tracts  to  the  Commission,  which 
have  been  distributed  in  the  army  by  its  agents.  The  Tract  Board 
value  the  Commission  very  highly,  and  are  ready  to  contribute  for 
Its  beneht  as  unsparingly  as  the  liberality  of  the  Church  to  their 
treasury  will  permit. 

All  honor  to  the  generous  and  patriotic  men  and  women  who 
have  contnbuted  of  their  substance  that  the  treasury  of  the  Com- 
mission might  not  fail.  All  honor  to  the  Christian  delegate  who, 
with  a  courage  not  less  worthy  of  praise  than  that  of  the  soldier 
hastens  to  rescue  the  fallen.  Their  labors  belong  to  history  •  thev 
stand  as  vouchers  for  the  civilization  and  Christianity  of  the  age, 
and  gild  the  page  with  a  light  hitherto  unknown  to  the  dark  pictm-e 
01  war.  ^ 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  recommend  the  passa^^e  of  the 
loUowing  resolutions :  ° 

1.  That  this  nation  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  Sanitary  and 
Christian  Commissions  for  their  labors  in  behali'  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  men  of  our  noble  army  and  navy. 

2.  That  the  Christian  Commission  is  especially  entitled  to  the 
cordial  support  and  co-operation  of  the  Church  of  God,  inasmuch 
as  the  work  which  it  aims  to  do  is  eminently  Christian,  as  well  as 
humane  and  patriotic,  seeking  to  care  both  for  the  mortal  and  the 
immortal,  and  prepare  men  for  all  the  perils  that  hover  over  the 
camp  and  the  field  of  blood. 

3.  That  as,  according  to  the  estimate  of  our  honored  senior 
bishop,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  probably  given  one 
hundred  thousand  of  her  membership  to  the  army  and  the  navy  we 
feel  It  to  be  our  duty  to  follow  them,  not  only  with  our  prayers 
and  our  words  of  cheer,  but  with  active  mmisterial  labors ;  and 
we  deem  it  right  and  desirable  when  there  is  a  call  for  men  to  care 
lor  the  sick  and  the  wounded,  that  our  Churches  take  such  action 
as  will  tend  to  furnish  our  due  proportion  of  Christian  men,  and 
especially  Christian  ministers,  for  the  holy  work. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

James  Erwin,  Secretary.  Geo.  Peck,  Chairman, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PASTORAL 
ADDRESS. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  Pastoral 
Address : 

To  THE  Members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chitkch: 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren, — As  your  pastors  and  represent- 
atives, at  the  close  of  a  most  important  session  of  our  General 
Conference,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  address  to  you  a  few  words  of 
Christian  salutation  and  earnest  cotinsel. 

Our  session  has  been  generally  hartnonious.     Howeyer  grave  the 
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questions  we  have  been  called  upon  to  decide,  whatever  differences 
of  opinion  we  have  entertained,  our  deliberations  have  been  kind 
and  respectful,  and,  we  trust,  with  a  single  eye  to  the  glory  of  God. 
We  doubt  not  this  is  to  a  great  extent  due  to  your  faithful  prayers 
in  our  behalf,  for  we  are  profoundly  impressed  with  the  evident 
fact  that  God  has  been  with  us,  guarding  the  interests  of  His 
Church,  and  controlling  our  action  for  the  future  enlargement  and 
greatly  increased  usefulness  of  our  beloved  Zion. 

We  have  received  and  welcomed  your  petitions  upon  various 
subjects  as  a  gratifying  evidence  of  your  lively  interest  in  the 
Church  of  God,  and  in  all  cpses  they  have  been  most  respectfully 
considered.  We  have  endeavored  to  weigh  carefully  all  the  facts 
and  arguments  submitted  to  us,  and  to  decide  honestly  and  in  the 
fear  of  God. 

We  have  not  deemed  it  wise  to  make  fundamental  changes  in 
the  constitution  of  the  Church,  nor  to  unsettle  the  general  principles 
of  administration  under  which  we  have  so  long  and  successfully 
labored.  The  Church  needs  stability,  and  it  is  most  agreeable  to 
us,  as  it  doubtless  is  to  you,  to  observe  how  firmly  our  beloved 
Church  has  adhered  to  all  the  principles  of  government  inherited 
from  the  wisdom  of  the  Fathers. 

But  we  may  remind  you  that  Methodism  is  eminently  the  cliild 
of  Providence.  It  is  flexible,  but  not  revolutionary.  Steadily 
adhering  to  its  fundamental  polity,  it  adjusts  itself  to  all  the  new 
developments  of  the  race  in  the  progress  of  Christianity. 

You  will  accord  to  your  representatives  vigilant  attention  to  any 
indications  of  a  demand  for  readjusting  our  great  system,  when 
you  remember  that,  four  years  since,  suspecting  that  the  time  had 
come  when  we  could  usefully  enjoy  the  privilege  of  Lay  councils  in 
our  General  Conference,  we  opened  the  way  for  you  to  settle  this 
question  by  your  own  votes.  You  are  aware  that  the  results  were 
such  as  to  indicate  a  further  postponement  of  this  change,  however 
desirable  it  might  be.  We,  however,  by  no  means  regard  the 
question  so  conclusively  determined  as  to  admit  of  no  further 
inquiry  or  consideration.  The  respectful  reception  of  a  committee 
of  highly  esteemed  brethren  from  the  laity,  the  reference  of  therr 
address  to  a  large  committee  on  that  subject,  as  well  as  the  action 
taken  in  reaflirming  the  principle,  will,  we  trust,  give  general  sat- 
isfaction. 

We  have  observed  for  some  years  what  seemed  to  be  sufficient 
indications  that  the  work  might  in  some  instances  be  better  accom- 
modated by  extending  the  time  during  which  a  pastor  might  be 
allowed  to  minister  to  the  same  people.  We  have  judged  that  the 
time  for  this  change  has  arrived.  We  have  therefore  given  the 
appointing  power  a  discretion  of  three  years  instead  of  two.  We 
hope  this  modification  will  have  some  tendency  to  relieve  the 
Church  without  danger  to  our  itinerancy,  and  that  it  will  supersede 
all  necessity  for  further  discussions  upon  this  subject. 

We  have  held  our  session  in  the  midst  of  the  fearful  agitations 
and  struggles  of  war.     Our  nation  has  reached  a  most  eventful 
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crisis.  Ambitious  and  wicked  men  have  led  tlie  people  and  States 
of  the  South  into  a  most  cruel  and  unprovoked  rebellion.  The 
Government  has  been  compelled  to  resist  this  rebellion  by  force, 
and  the  delegates  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences,  in  General  Con- 
fei-ence  assembled,  have  solemnly  recognized  this  stern  necessity. 
Our  reports,  resolutions,  and  acts,  of  which  you  have  been  already 
apprized,  all  sustained  by  unanimous  votes,  will  show  the  Church 
and  the  world  how  heartily  we  are  identified  with  the  nation  in  her 
struggles,  with  our  beloved  army  and  navy  in  the  deadly  conflicts 
of  this  war,  with  the  President  and  all  other  ofticers  of  Government 
in  the  grave  responsibilities  of  their  present  position,  and  with  sur- 
viving sufferers  whether  bond  or  free. 

We  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  slavery  is  the  evident 
and  guilty  cause  of  this  terrible  war,  and  express  to  you  our  delib- 
erate opinion  that  there  will  be  no  peace  or  safety  to  the  Republic 
till  this  vile  usurpation  is  utterly  destroyed.  We  have,  therefore, 
resolved  not  only  to  sustain  the  Government  most  heartily  in  the 
struggle  against  treason,  but  in  the  high  purpose  to  extirpate  the 
guilty  cause  of  the  rebellion.  And,  in  consistency  with  these  reso- 
lutions, as  well  as  under  the  highest  sense  of  imperative  duty,  we 
have  determined  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  shall,  with 
the  least  possible  delay,  be  delivered  entirely  from  this  enormous 
evil.  We  have,  therefore,  proposed  to  the  Annual  Conferences  such 
a  change  in  the  General  Rules  as  will  hereafter  leave  no  occasion 
for  misunderstanding  or  controversy.  Providence  has  at  length 
mysteriously  led  us  through  the  struggles  of  ages  to  the  highest 
unity  in  the  assertion  and  vindication  of  the  highest  right.  Let  us 
give  the  glory  to  God  alone. 

The  war  is  not  yet  over.  We  can  have  no  adequate  idea  of  the 
"wrongs  yet  to  be  endured,  of  the  valuable  lives  yet  to  be  sacrificed, 
before  the  nation's  new  life  shall  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
bloody  hands  which  seek  to  destroy  it ;  but  we  state  to  you  calmly 
and  solemnly,  that,  in  our  judgment,  all  true  patriots  ought  to 
regard  their  lives  and  treasures,  without  reservation,  as  subject  to 
the  exigencies  of  this  conflict,  until  it  is  honorably  and  triumphantly 
ended. 

And  especially  do  we  urge  you  to  obey,  at  all  times,  the  great 
law  of  love ;  to  pray  for  our  unnatural  enemies,  as  well  as  their 
surviving  suffering  victims — extending  your  most  active  sympathy 
to  our  numerous  families  and  friends  who  mourn  the  loss  of  brave 
husbands,  fathers,  brothers,  sons  by  this  dreadful  war.  You  will, 
we  trust,  on  no  account  relax  your  efforts  for  the  relief  and  Chris- 
tian education  of  the  multitudes  of  freedmen  now  appealing  to  your 
humanity.  We  do  also  most  earnestly  commend  to  your  devoted 
attention  our  suffering  soldiers,  and  urge  you  to  enlarged  liberality 
in  the  support  of  those  humane  institutions,  the  Christian  and  San- 
itary Commissions. 

It  becotnes  us,  dear  brethren,  to  humble  ourselves  in  the  dust  in 
view  of  our  manifold  sins,  individual  and  national.  We  are  yet, 
it  may  be  feared,  a  haughty  and  rebellious  people,  and  God  will 
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humble  us.  There  can  be  no  good  reason  to  expect  the  restoration 
of  order  and  unity  until  we  properly  deplore  our  sins  and  turn  to 
God  with  deep  self-abasement  and  fervent  prayer. 

A  gracious  revival  of  religion,  deep,  pervading,  and  permanent, 
is  the  great  demand  of  our  times.  We  beg  you,  brethren,  turn 
your  most  thoughtful  and  prayerful  attention  to  this  demand.  Let 
God  our  heavenly  Father  behold  us  in  tears  and  confidence  before 
his  throne,  pleading  night  and  day,  through  the  Redeemer,  for  the 
outpouring  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  the  Church,  the  nation,  and  the 
world.  This  is  our  only  hope;  let  our  faith  command  it  and  it 
shall  be. 

We  ask  your  special  attention  to  the  ordinances  of  God.  We 
exhort  you  to  attend  regularly  and  faithfully  to  the  ministry  of 
the  Word,  the  supper  of  the  Lord,  family  and  private  prayer, 
searching  the  Scriptures,  fasting  or  abstinence,  and  to  such  other 
means  of  grace  as  are  required  by  the  order  of  our  Church.  This 
is  no  time  to  neglect  prayer  or  class-meetings.  We  beseech  you, 
stir  up  each  other  to  increased  faithfulness  in  the  use  of  these  inval- 
uable religious  privileges. 

We  are  anxious  to  secure  more  consistent  and  thorough  atten- 
tion to  the  children  of  the  Church.  You  will  see  in  the  new  edition 
of  the  Discipline  the  advanced  position  we  have  taken  for  this  pur- 
pose. We  have  long  felt  the  need  of  some  regular  system  of  special 
religious  instruction  preparatory  to  voluntary  probation  in  the 
Church.  This  we  have  now  provided  for  all ;  requiring,  however, 
the  particular  attention  of  the  pastor  to  the  training  of  our  baptized 
children.  To  carry  out  this  measure  we  shall  need  your  faithful 
co-operation.  Our  Sunday-schools,  as  another  indispensable  means 
of  early  religious  culture,  are  commended  to  your  warm  and  faith- 
ful devotion. 

Our  great  missionary  cause  is  growing  rapidly  in  commanding 
importance  and  power.  We  entreat  you  to  support  it  with  in- 
creased liberality  and  fervent  prayers,  and  especially  by  adopting, 
so  far  as  practicable,  the  plans  and  methods  recommended  in  the 
Discipline. 

Our  religious  press  is  moving  grandly  forward  among  the  evan- 
gelizing agencies  of  the  day.  We  trust  you  will  feel  the  importance 
of  sustaining  our  own  publishing  houses.  Circulate  the  books  of 
the  General  Catalogue,  supply  our  Sunday-schools  with  our  own 
books,  and  the  people  largely  with  our  own  tracts  and  authorized 
periodicals,  and  co-operate  heartily  with  the  American  Bible  Soci- 
ety in  the  distribution  of  the  Word  of  God. 

We  are  greatly  anxious  for  the  more  effective  support  of  our 
institutions  of  learning.  They  yet  lack  concentration  of  effort,  wise 
discrimination  as  to  the  most  hopeful  localities  for  our  largest  exer- 
tions, and  adequate  funds.  Our  Church  building  also  demands  more 
careful  supervision  and  larger  liberality.  The  time  is  approaching 
when  we  may  hope  that  a  powerful  movement  of  the  whole  Church 
will  bring  adequate  relief  and  secure  proper  development  to  both 
these  departmeuts  of  Christian  enterprise.     We  are  about  complet- 
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ing  the  first  century  of  Methodism  on  this  continent.  Plans  will 
be  submitted  to  your  prayerful  consideration,  and  for  your  hearty 
co-operation,  for  the  celebration  of  this  glorious  centenary,  and  in- 
viting your  thank  offerings  for  the  enlargement  of  our  great  work, 
especially  by  means  of  education,  Church  extension,  and  the  organ- 
ization and  direction  of  the  missionary  spirit.  May  we  beg  you 
to  enter  most  earnestly  into  these  plans,  and  thus  contribute  effect- 
ively to  the  salvation  of  souls  and  the  glory  of  God. 
By  order  of  the  General  Conference. 

Jesse  T.  Peck, 


Joseph  Castle, 
l.  b,  gueley, 
E.  Adams, 

N.  E.  COBLEIGH, 

W.  EL  Feeeis, 


Commiftee, 


BIBLE   CAUSE. 

R.— Journal,  pages  172,  210,  225. 
REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BIBLE  CAUSE. 

The  Committee  -on  the  Bible  Cause  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  them  witk  especial  reference  to  the  action  of  the 
Americam  Bible  Sofciety,  through  whose  agency  our  Church's  efforts 
In  behalf  of  Bible  clreulatiou  are  made,  respectfully  report: 

That  the  action  of  the  American  Bible  Society  during  the  past 
four  years  has  been  highly  satisfactory  both  for  its  energy  and  its 
judiciousness-  The  statistics  of  the  Society's  operations,  some  por- 
tions of  which  are  herewitii  submitted,  will,  your  committee  believe, 
fully  justify  to  th-e  General  Conference  and  the  Church  generally 
this  expression  of  satisfaction  by  your  committee.  We  also  cheer- 
fully record  our  gratitieatian  with  the  broad  and  impartial  catho- 
lidty  eviaced  in  all  the  actions  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  We 
believe  that  it  is  the  settled  conviction  and  sentiment  of  our  whole 
Church  that  our  relations  to  the  cause  of  Bible  publication  and  dis- 
tribution through  that  Society  are  especially  good,  and  deserving  to 
be  cherished  and  perpetuated- 

The  reports  of  the  Society  show  a  most  gratifying  progress  in 
its  re<«ipts  and  expenditures,  and  in  the  distribution  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  The  total  receipts,  including  donations  and  sales,  were 
as  follows : 

For  1860,  1861 $389,551  52 

1861,  1862 378,132  08 

1862,  1863 422.588  00 

1863,  1864 560,578  60 

Total  for  four  years $1,750,850  20 
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Issues  of  copies  of  the  Scriptures  for  four  years  have  been : 

Volumes. 
1860,1861 721.878 

1861,  1862 1,09.3,842 

1862,  1863 1,259,117 

1863,  1864 1,500,578 

Total  for  four  years 4,575,415 

Grants  in  funds  to  the  foreign  work  have  amounted  to : 

For  1860,  1861 $22,283  90 

1861,1862 28,800  00 

1862,  1863 39,365  00 

1863,  1864 60,063  92 


Total  for  four  years $150,512  82 

These  grants  show  only  what  has  been  given  in  money.  Besides 
this,  much  has  been  done  for  the  foreign  field  by  printing  and  issu- 
ing at  home  for  foreign  use  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  foreign  lan- 
guages, the  expenses  of  which  are  not  comprised  in  the  above  state- 
ment. 

The  grants  made  by  the  Society  to  the  Foreign  Missions  of  our 
Church  have  been  all  that  could  be  desired  as  to  their  amounts  and 
the  cheerful  liberality  with  which  they  have  been  given.  They 
have  been  as  follows: 

1860,  1861 $6,250  00 

1861,  1862 9,750  00 

1862,1863 8,200  00 

1863.  1864 11,000  00 

Total  for  four  years $35,200  00 

The  above  is  exclusive  of  grants  made  to  the  Bulgarian  Mission, 
which  is  snpplied  by  the  agent  of  the  Society  at  Constantinople, 
and  also  of  the  books  donated  directly  to  our  missions  by  the 
Parent  Society. 

We  rejoice  to  be  assured  from  the  Annual  Circular  of  the  So- 
ciety that  "  the  army  and  navy  have  been  freely  supplied  through 
the  United  States  Christian  Commission,  Auxiliary  Bible  Societies, 
agents,  chaplains,  and  other  distiibuting  agencies.  Besides  the  very 
large  circulation  by  local  Bible  societies,  specific  grants  have  been 
made  by  the  Board  of  Managers  for  soldiers,  prisoners  of  war,  etc., 
of  362,802  volumes  to  the  United  States  Chnstian  Commission,  and 
distributed  by  it  without  cost  to  this  Society,  The  total  number 
of  Bibles,  Testaments,  and  parts  of  Scripture  granted  for  the  army 
and  navy  within  the  past  two  years  is  766,075  volumes." 

The  collections  made  by  our  Churches,  and  reported  in  the  An- 
nual Minutes  for  the  last  four  years,  are  also  given  below.  It  is, 
however,  only  just  to  add  that  these  comprise  only  a  part  of  the 
contributions  of  our  people  to  that  cause,  as  in  many  cases  our  pea- 
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pie  co-operate  with  local  associations,  and  their  contributions  do 
not  appear  in  our  Church  statistics : 

I860 $39,903  00 

1861 40,176  00 

1862 36,187  06 

1863 55,685  23 

Total  for  four  years $171,951  29 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  for  the 
action  of  the  General  Conference : 

Resolved,  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  That  the  relations  of  our  Church  with  the  American 
Bible  Society  have  been  most  salutary  in  their  operations  and  re- 
sults, and  we  gladly  recognize  that  Society  as  an  efficient  agency 
for  the  diftusion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  throughout  the  world. 

Resolved,  That  we  congratulate  our  people  in  view  of  their 
steady  and  persistent  liberality  toward  that  Society,  and  we  com- 
mend it  to  their  continued  confidence  and  beneficence. 

Daniel  Curry,  Chairman. 


TEMPERANCE. 

S. — Journal,  pages  226,  265i 
REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON"  TEMPERANCE. 

Your  committee  report  an  urgent  necessity  for  special  efl'orts  to 
stay  the  advancing  ravages  of  intemperance.  The  old  position  of 
total  abstinence  needs  to  be  restated  and  enforced ;  the  growing 
tendency  to  social  drinking  should  be  checked,  and,  as  far  as  may 
be,  the  youth  rescued  from  the  more  open  forms  of  this  deadly 
vice. 

We  have  only  to  indicate  our  duty  as  a  Church,  leaving  the  em- 
ployment of  outside  social  or  political  agencies  to  be  determined  by 
individual  conscience.     We  therefore  submit  the  following: 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  recommend  each  pastor 
to  preach  specifically  upon  the  subject,  to  point  out  the  danger  of 
social  and  the  more  public  and  common  forms  of  intemperance,  and 
to  urge  total  abstinente  from  all  that  can  intoxicate. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  editors  of  our  Church  papers  be  requested 
to  publish  in  their  columns  such  articles  on  this  subject  as  shall  at 
once  instruct  and  interest,  pointing  out  the  evil  and  the  cure. 

3.  Resolved,  That  our  publishers  be  requested  not  to  neu- 
tralize the  teaching  of  such  articles  by  the  insertion  of  advertise- 
ments of  alcoholic  drinks,  notwithstanding  they  may  be  called  by 
some  other  name. 
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4.  Hesolvedy  That  we  earnestly  recommend  that  in  all  cases  the 
pure  juice  of  the  grape  be  used  in  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's 
supper. 

T.  M.  Eddy,  Chairman. 


FREEDMEN. 

T. — Journal,  pages  184,  266. 
REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FREEDMEN. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  state- 
ment and  resolutions : 

In  the  present  struggle  of  our  country  for  nationality,  liberty,  and 
law,  God  manifestly  is  causing  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  him.  A 
rebellion  begun  in  the  interests  of  American  slavery ;  a  ruthless 
war,  prosecuted  by  rebels  for  the  extension  and  perpetuation  of 
this  "  sum  of  all  villainies,"  is  now  certain  to  cause  its  overthrow 
and  extinction,  and  prepare  the  way  for  the  elevation  of  the  people 
it  has  so  long  crushed  and  degraded. 

The  national  policy,  fully  inaugurated  January  1,  1863,  by  the 
Proqlamation  of  Emancipation,  a  measure  the  govei*nment  was 
providentially  led  to  adopt,  is  producing  results  which  philanthro- 
pists, patriots,  and  Christians  everywhere  must  regard  with  pro- 
found interest.  Under  it  our  every  success  becomes  a  triumph  of 
humanity  and  fi-eedom.  As  our  armies  have  advanced,  reclaim- 
ing territory  in  Virginia,  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  on  the  shores 
of  the  Gulf,  and  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  multitudes  of 
slaves,  hailing  their  jubilee,  have  sought  and  found  refuge  under 
our  flag.  These  multitudes  are  augmented  by  every  advance  of 
our  lines. 

The  whole  South  is  so  impoverished  by  the  war  that  these  freed 
people,  men,  women,  and  children,  come  to  us  in  a  condition  of 
wretchedness  and  suffering.  By  order  of  our  government  they 
are  collected  into  camps  and  supplied  with  food.  But  they  have 
other  pressing  wants,  only  to  be  relieved  by  benevolent  eflforts  in 
their  behalf.  This  work  of  charity  has  given  rise  to  the  societies 
comprised  in  the  "  United  States  Commission  for  the  Relief  of  the 
National  Freedmen,"  and  others  co-operating  therewith,  organized 
to  aid  the  government  in  supplying  the  physical  wants  of  this 
people,  to  establish  schools  among  them,  and  send  them  teachers 
and  books,  and  thus,  by  elevating,  prepare  them  for  the  privileges 
and  duties  of  freemen.  The  government  accepts  this  co-operation, 
furnishes  transportation  for  goods  and  books,  and  where  practica- 
ble, supplies  the  teachers  with  rations. 

These  freed  people  are  proving  themselves  worthy  of  the  efforts 
made  in  their  behalf.     Amid  all  the  sufferings  incident  to  their 
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transition  from  slavery  to  freedom  there  is  much  to  assure  our  hopes. 
The  able-bodied  men  enlist  as  soldiers,  or  engage  as  laborers,  cither 
in  the  national  service  or  with  private  parties;  even  the  women  and 
boys  able  to  work  find  emplo}'nient.  These  soldiers  have  vindi- 
cated their  bravery ;  the  laborers  are  supporting  themselves  by 
compensated  labor.  As  soon  as  their  most  pressing  physical  wants 
are  relieved,  they  ask  for  teachers  and  books.  This  appeal  comes 
from  every  freedman's  camp  and  leased  plantation  and  colored 
regiment.  They  welcome  their  teachers  as  the  best  among  their 
benefactoi-s ;  they  receive  books,  so  long  withheld  from  them,  as 
though  they  wei-e  the  pledge  of  every  restored  right.  Whether 
old  or  young,  they  study  with  eagerness  and  learn  rapidly,  even 
amid  their  privations,  and  many  are  animated  in  these  efforts  by 
the  hope  of  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures  for  themselves.  At 
several  points  they  have  been  organized  into  quiet,  orderly,  and 
thrifty  communities.  Wherever  properly  cared  for  they  may  sooa 
become  qualified  for  the  blessings  and  responsibilities  of  freedom. 

But  dwarfed  by  slavery,  they,  as  a  race,  are  children,  subject  to 
become  victims  of  the  heartless  and  avaricious.  To  make  their 
freedom  a  blessing,  our  government  must  foster  them,  and  protect 
those  laboring  for  their  relief  and  elevation  until  they  acquire 
habits  of  economy,  self-reliance,  and  self-government,  and  are 
inspired  with  respect  for  marriage,  the  family,  and  home.  They 
are  now  the  laborers  on  abandoned  and  confiscated  plantations, 
leased  or  sold  by  government ;  their  labor  is  and  will  be  needed 
throughout  the  South,  and  they  should  be  stimulated  to  industry 
by  the  guarantee  of  equitable  compensation.  Some  of  them  have 
purchased  confiscated  lands ;  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  all  should 
be  developed,  and  their  interest  in  peaceful  government  cherished 
by  encouragement  to  become  proprietors  of  the  soil  forfeited  by 
rebels  and  traitors.  Congress  has  directed  its  attention  to  this 
subject,  and  measures  are  now  pending  for  the  creation  of  a  Bureau 
suitable  to  supervise  and  control  these  important  interests. 

The  grave  problem  in  regard  to  this  people,  which  has  long 
baflied  both  statesmen  and  Christians,  is  being  wrought  out  in  our 
own  day.  While  the  government  is  investing  the  neglected  and 
despised  bondmen  wuth  freedom,  the  way  opens  for  Christian 
benevolence  to  throw  around  them  those  elevating  influences  of 
civilization  by  which  they  may  be  prepared  for  the  higher  achieve- 
ments of  man.  The  way  opens  for  the  Church  of  Christ  to 
carry  to  them  a  Gospel  which,  instead  of  countenancing  their  serv- 
itude. Sanctions  their  liberty,  and  recognizes  their  manhood. 

Therefore,  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  be  it 

1,  Resolved^  That  in  the  events  which  have  thrown  the  thousands 
of  freed  people  upon  the  benevolence  of  the  humane  and  loyal 
people  of  the  North,  we  recognize  a  providential  call  to  the  Chris- 
tian public  for  contributions  for  their  physical  relief  and  mental 
and  moral  elevation,  and  especially  to  the  Church  of  Christ  for  the 
meauB  of  their  evangelization. 
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2.  Resolved,  That  the  above-named  associations,  organized  in 
behalf  of  the  freed  people,  are  engaged  in  a  work  of  benevolence 
that  we  regard  with  special  interest,  and  commend  to  the  liberality 
of  our  people  everywhere  as  worthy  of  their  sympathy  and  support. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  best  interests  of  the  freedmen  and  of  the 
couitry  demand  legislation  that  shall  foster  and  pi-otect  this 
people,  and  we  hereby  respectfully  but  earnestly  urge  upon  Congress 
the  importance  of  establishing,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  Bureau  of 
Freedmen's  Affairs,  as  contemplated  in  the  bills  now  pending. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
S.  Y.  Monroe,  Secretary.  E.  Thomson,   Chairman. 

PHUiADELPHiA,  May  20,  1864. 


TEMPORAL  ECONOlilT. 

Uy  !■ — Journal,  page  192. 

REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  CHARTERED  FUN^D. 

To  the  Bishops  and  Members  or  the  General  Conference 
OF  THE  M.  E.  Church,  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  May,  1864. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren,  —  We  herewith  present  the 
usual  quadrennial  statement  of  the  affairs  and  funds  of  the  Char- 
tered Fund  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  showing  the  state  of  the  Fund  at 
the  last  annual  meeting,  held  January  6,  1 864 : 

Amount  of  Invested  Funds  at  the  above  date $21,850  50 

Uninvested  Funds 1,683  80 

Total $23,534  30 

Amount  as  per  statement  of  1860  : 

Invested  Funds $23,294  00 

Uninvested  Funds 210  00 

Total $23,504  00 

Increase 30  30     $23,534  30 

Of  the  amount  of  $1,683  80  Uninvested  Funds  aboA^e  reported, 
$1,6C0  was,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  January,  invested  by  authority 
of  the  Trustees  in  the  United  States  5-20  six  per  cent.  Registered 
Bonds.    So  that  the  whole  Fund,  as  it  is  now  invested,  is  as  l?>llows : 

Bonds  and  Mortgages  of  Real  Estate $16,600  00 

82  shares  North  American  Insurance  Co.  stock 779  00 

21  shares  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Co.  stock 420  00 

Ground  Rents 2,850  00 

Philadelphia  City  6  per  cent  Loan 201  50 

United  States  5-20  6  per  cent.  Registered  Bonds 2,600  00 

Balance  uninvested 83  80 

Making  together  a  total  of. $23,534  30 
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Since  the  last  report  the  Trnstees  have  been  enabled  to  pay  the 
following  dividends  to  each  of  the  Annual  Conferences  of  the  M. 
E.  Church : 

In  1860,  $25  to  each  of  the  Annual  Conferences. 
In  1861,    25     "  "  "  » 

In  1862,    25     "  "  "  " 

In  1863,    30     "  "  "  " 

The  dividend  for  the  year  1864  is  also  thirty  dollars  to  each 
of  the  Annual  Conferences,  as  they  stood  on  the  6th  of  January, 
1864. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Thomas  Wilmek,  President. 
Arthur  M.  Burton,  Secretary. 
John  Whiteman,  Treasurer. 
Philadelphia,  May  Vlth,  1864. 


Uf  II. — Journal,  page  142. 

REPORT  NO.  I  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  TEMPORAL 
ECONOMY. 

The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  respectfully  report : 

1.  That  they  deem  it  inexpedient  for  the  General  Conference  to 
make  more  stringent  rules  in  relation  to  members  who  fail  to  sup- 
port the  institutions  of  religion  according  to  their  ability,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  Ohio  Conference. 

2.  The  committee  also  report  adversely  to  striking  out  of  the 
Discipline  the  21st  and  22d  paragraphs  of  the  answer  to  question 
1,  in  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  §  12,  providing  for  a  yearly  subscription  in 
those  circuits  that  can  bear  it,  etc.;  said  paragraph  having  frater- 
nal purposes,  and  being  of  service  still  in  some  parts  of  our  work. 

J.  PoRTKR,  Chairman. 


U,  HI.— Journal,  pages  142,  228. 

REPORT  NO.  II  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  TEMPORAL 
ECONOMY. 

Item  I. — The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  have  duly  con- 
sidered the  subject  of  restoring  the  paragraph  stricken  from  the 
Discipline  four  years  ago,  relating  to  the  accountability  of  the 
Church  for  deficiencies  in  the  payment  of  allowances  to  preachers, 
as  in  case  of  debt,  and  recommend  that  the  following  words  be 
added  to  Part  I,  chap,  i,  §  1,  page  232,  paragraph  4 :  "In  no  case, 
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however,  shall  the  Church  or  Conference  be  holden  accountable  for 
any  deficiency,  as  in  the  case  of  debt." 

Item  II. — The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject  of  the  support  of  bishops  referred  to  them, 
beg  leave  to  recommend  the  modification  of  Part  II,  §  3,  pages  96 
and  97,  so  that  it  shall  read  thus: 

Question. — What  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  support  of 
bishops,  and  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  bishops  ? 

Answer. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Book  Committee  at  Xew 
York  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  amount  necessaiy  to  furnish  a 
competent  support  to  each  bishop  residing  east  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountains,  considering  the  number  and  condition  of  his  family,  and 
the  amount  necessary  to  assist  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased 
bishops  residing  within  the  same  territory ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati  to  make  a  similar  estimate 
with  regard  to  bishops  and  the  widows  and  children  of  bishops 
residing  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  the  bishops  are 
authorized  to  draw  on  the  Book  Concern  for  said  amount,  and  also 
for  their  traveling  expenses.  The  bishop  presiding  at  an  Annual 
Conference,  within  whose  bounds  a  widow  or  orphan  of  a  deceased 
bishop  may  reside,  shall  be  authorized  to  draAv  on  the  Book  Con- 
cern for  such  amount  as  may  be  estimated  as  aforesaid. 

James  Pokter,  Chairman. 


Uy  IV.— Journal,  page  191. 

REPORT  NO.  m  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  TEMPORAL 

ECONOMY. 

1.  The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  have  considered  the 
resolution  of  M.  Himebaugh  in  relation  to  supporting  Conference 
claimants,  and  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  deem  it  inexpedient 
to  alter  the  Discipline  as  proposed.  The  whole  subject  is  now  left 
to  the  Annual  Conferences,  as  they  think  it  should  be. 

2.  The  committee  also  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  are  unable 
to  recommend  any  plan  for  the  more  equitable  division  of  the  divi- 
dends of  the  Book  Concern  among  Conference  claimants,  proposed 
in  a  resolution  offered  by  L.  D.  White,  and  referred  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  report  some  method  by  which  societies  in  the  newer  and 
weaker  portions  of  our  extended  field  may  be  assisted  in  securing 
suitable  houses  of  worship. 

J.  PoETER,  Chairman. 
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U,  v.— Journal,  pages  225,  266. 

REPORT  NO.  IV  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  TEMPORAL 

ECONOMY. 

OF  THE  CHARTERED  FUND. 

The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  have  examined  the  quad-' 
rennial  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund,  and  beg  leave 
to  recommend  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  by  the  Con- 
ference : 

Resolved,  1,  By  the  members  of  the  General  Conference,  that 
"vve  have  full  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the  Trust- 
ees of  the  Chartered  Fund,  and  we  hereby  tender  to  them  our 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  faithful  manner  in  which  they 
have  managed  the  trust  confided  to  them. 

Resolved,  2,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Conference  be  instructed 
to  forward  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  Thomas  Wilmer, 
Esq.,  President  of  the  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted,  J.  Porter,  Chairman. 


CENTENARY   OF   AMERICAN   METHODISM. 

V. — Journal,  pages  209,  253. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CENTENARY  OF 
AMERICAN  METHODISM. 

Whereas,  Methodism  in  the  United  States  of  America  will  com- 
plete the  first  century  of  its  history  in  1866  ; 

And  whereas,  under  the  special  blessing  of  God,  it  has  risen  in 
power  and  extended  in  usefulness  to  a  degree  hardly  paralleled  in 
the  history  of  the  Church  ; 

And  especially  in  view  of  the  many  thousands  that  have  been 
saved  through  its  instrumentality,  the  influence  it  has  exerted  upon 
the  theology  of  its  times  and  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  we 
deem  it  right  to  observe  the  closing  period  of  this  first  centenary 
vrith  special  solemnities  and  pious  offerings,  which  shall  present 
before  God  some  humble  expression  of  our  devout  gratitude,  and 
lead  to  a  renewed  consecration  of  ourselves,  our  services  and  means 
to  the  glory  of  our  Divine  Master;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  delegates  of  the  Annual  Conferences  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  General  Conference  assembled,  as 
follows : 

1.  The  centenary  of  Methodism  in  America  shall  be  celebrated 
by  all  our  churches  and  people  with  devout  thanksgiving,  by  spe- 
cial religious  services  and  liberal  thank  offerings. 
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2.  This  celebration  shall  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
October,  1866,  and  continue  throu,2;h  the  month,  at  such  times  and 
places  as  may  best  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Societies. 

3.  The  primary  object  of  the  celebration  shall  be  the  spiritual 
improvement  of  our  members,  and  especially  by  reviewing  the 
great  things  God  hath  wrought  for  us,  the  cultivating  of  feelings 
of  gratitude  for  the  blessings  received  through  the  agency  of 
Methodism. 

4.  As  the  gratitude  of  the  heart  ever  seeks  expression  in  out- 
ward acts,  we  invite  as  a  spontaneous  offering  to  Almighty  God 
on  this  occasion  pecuniary  contributions  fi'om  each  "according  as 
God  hath  prospered  him,"  to  be  so  appropriated  as  to  render  more 
efficient  in  the  century  to  come  those  institutions  and  agencies  to 
which  the  Church  has  been  so  deeply  indebted  in  the  century 
past. 

5.  Two  departments  of  Christian  enterprise  shall  be  placed 
before  our  people,  one  connectional,  central,  and  monumental,  the 
other  local  and  distributive,  and  all  shall  be  urged  to  make  liberal 
appropriations  to  both  according  to  their  own  discretion. 

6.  The  Board  of  Bishops  shall  appoint  twelve  traveling  preach- 
ers and  twelve  laymen,  who,  in  connection  with  the  members  of 
their  own  Board,  shall  be  a  committee  to  determine  to  what 
objects  and  in  what  proportions  the  moneys  raised  as  connectional 
funds  shall  be  appropriated,  and  have  power  to  take  all  steps 
necessary  to  their  proper  distribution. 

7.  The  local  funds  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion and  church  extension  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  an  equal  number  of  ministers  and  laymen  appointed  by 
the  several  Annual  Conferences  within  the  bounds  of  which  they 
are  raised. 

8.  Each  Annual  Conference  shall  provide  for  the  delivery  of  a 
memorial  sermon  before  its  own  body  at  the  session  next  preced- 
ing the  centennial  celebration,  and  also  appoint  a  committee  of  an 
equal  number  of  ministers  and  laymen  to  give  advice  and  direction 
for  the  appropriate  celebration  of  the  centennial  in  our  principal 
Churches. 

9.  As  the  highest  authority  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
we  commend  this  whole  subject  to  the  prayerful  consideration  of 
every  minister,  traveling  and  local,  and  every  official  and  private 
member  of  the  Church,  calling  for  the  most  systematic  and 
energetic  efforts  everywhere  to  carry  out  in  their  true  spirit  these 
noble  plans  ;  and  after  due  consideration,  we  deem  it  right  to  ask 
for  and  to  expect  not  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars  for  achieve- 
ments which  will  be  worthy  of  our  great  and  honored  Church,  and 
which  shall  show  to  our  descendants  to  the  latest  generations  the 
gratitude  we  feel  for  the  wonderful  Providence  which  originated 
and  has  so  largely  blessed  and  prospered  our  beloved  Church. 

10.  We  cordially  invite  our  brethren  in  all  the  branches  of  the 
great  Methodist  family,  in  this  and  in  other  lands,  to  unite  with  us 
in  this  grand  Centennial  Celebration,  that  together  we  may  lift  our 
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thanksgivings  to  the  God  of  our  fathers,  and  renew  our  consecra- 
tion to  his  spiritual  service. 
J.  B.  Wakeley,  Secretary.  D.  Patten,  Chairman. 


TRUSTEESHIP  OF  GENERAL  CONFERENCE. 

W.— Journal,  page  195. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE   ON  PLAN   OF  TRUST- 
EESHIP  OF  GENERAL  CONFERENCE. 

The  Committee  on  the  Plan  of  Trusteeship  for  the  General  Con- 
ference would  present  the  following  : 

In  the  judgment  of  your  committee  there  is  a  pressing  neces- 
sity that  some  measure  of  this  kind  should  be  inaugurated  in  the 
Church.  The  plan  we  propose  we  think  will  meet  this  necessity. 
It  can  at  least  do  no  harm,  and  may  result  in  much  practical  good; 
it  may  save  to  the  Church  donations,  bequests,  etc.,  which  otherwise 
would  be  lost  to  it.  We  therefore  recommend  that  the  following 
question  and  answer  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline  in  the  chapter 
on  temporal  economy : 

"  Quest.  1.  What  shall  be  done  for  the  better  security  of  dona- 
tions, bequests,  grants,  etc.,  made  for  benevolent  purposes  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America? 

'■*■  Ansto.  1,  The  General  Conference  shall  appoint  and  perpetuate 
a  Board  of  Trustees,  composed  of  ministers  and  laymen,  consisting 
of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  nine,  who  shall  be  invested 
with  corporate  powers,  and  shall  be  authorized  to  receive  and  hold 
in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  under 
the  direction  of  the  General  Conference,  any  and  all  donations, 
bequests,  grants,  etc.,  made  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
not  specially  designated  or  directed,  but  simply  made  to  the 
'Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America.' 

"1.  When  any  such  donation,  bequest,  grant,  etc.,  is  made  to 
the  Church,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in  the  bounds  of 
whose  charge  it  occurs  to  give  an  early  notice  thereof  to  the 
Board,  who  shall  proceed  without  delay  to  take  possession  of  the 
same,  according  to  the  provisions  of  their  charter. 

"  2.  The  Board  shall  make  a  faithful  report  of  their  doings,  and 
of  funds  or  property  on  hand,  at  each  quadrennial  session  of  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  all 
donations  thus  reported  and  received  shall  be  disposed  of  by  order 
of  the  General  Conference  for  the  benefit  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  in  the  United  States." 

The  committee  would  further  recommend  to  the  General  Con- 
ference the  passage  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

"  1.  Resolved^  That  the  foregoing  Board  shall  be  located  at  Cin- 
cinnati, in  the  State  of  Ohio. 
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"  2.  Resolvecl^  That  the  following  persons  be  and  are  hereby 
appointed  to  fill  the  said  Board,  to  wit :  Rev.  D.  W.  Clark,  Rev. 
J.  M.  Trimble,  Rev.  W.  Nast,  Rev.  A.  Poe,  Rev.  W.  Yonng,  A. 
N.  Riddle,  Esq.,  M,  B.  Hagans,  Esq.,  T.  H,  Whetstone,  Esq.,  and 
John  Fudge,  Esq. 

"  3.  Resolved^  That  the  Board  so  appointed  are  hereby  instructed 
early  to  take  steps  to  secure  corporate  powers  under  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  under  the  name  and  style  of  'The  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States,'  to  enable  them  legally  to  execute  the 
prescribed  trusts." 

Respectfully  submitted,  Wm.  Youxg, 

E.  H.  PiLCHEE, 

A.  Chukch, 
W.  Terrell, 
Jas.  Lawson, 
K.  P.  Jervis, 
Jno.  Milky. 


RITUAL. 

X,  I.— Journal,  pages  122, 146. 

REPORT  NO.  I  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  REVISION  OF  THE 

RITUAL. 

The  Committee  upon  the  Revision  of  the  Church  Ritual  beg 
leave  to  report  in  part,  and  recommend  for  adoption  the  following 
three  forms,  to  wit : 

I. 

FORM    FOR    RECEIVING    PERSONS   INTO   THE    CHURCH    AFTER 

PROBATION. 

Upon  the  day  appointed,  aU  that  are.  to  te  received  sliaU  he  called  forward,  and  the 
Minister,  addressing  the  congregation,  shall  say, 

Dearly  beloved  brethren, — The  Scriptures  teach  us  that  the 
Church  is  the  household  of  God,  the  body  of  which  Christ  is  the 
Head,  and  that  it  is  the  design  of  the  Gospel  to  bring  together  in 
one  all  who  are  in  Christ.  The  fellowship  of  the  Church  is  the 
communion  that  its  members  enjoy,  one  with  another.  The  ends 
of  this  fellowship  are,  the  maintenance  of  sound  doctrine,  and  of 
the  ordinances  of  Christian  worship,  and  the  exercise  of  that  power 
of  godly  admonition  and  discipline  which  Christ  has  committed  to 
his  Church  for  the  promotion  of  holiness.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  men 
to  unite  in  this  fellowship,  for  it  is  only  those  that  "  be  planted  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  that  shall  flourish  in  the  courts  of  our  God." 
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Its  more  particular  duties  are,  to  promote  peace  and  unity ;  to  bear 
one  another's  burdens ;  to  prevent  each  other's  stumbling ;  to  seek 
the  intimacy  of  friendly  society  among  themselves;  to  continue 
steadfast  in  the  faith  and  worship  of  the  Gospel ;  and  to  pray  and 
sympathize  with  each  other.  Among  its  jyrivileges  are,  peculiar 
incitements  to  holiness  from  the  hearing  of  God's  word  and  sharing 
in  Christ's  ordinances;  the  being  placed  under  the  watchful  care  of 
pastors,  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  which  are  promised 
only  to  those  who  are  of  the  household  of  faith.  Into  this  holy 
fellowship  the  persons  before  you,  who  have  already  received  the 
sacrament  of  baptism  and  have  been  under  the  care  of  proper  lead- 
ers for  six  months  on  trial,  come  seeking  admission.  We  now 
.propose,  in  the  fear  of  God,  to  question  them  as  to  their  faith  and 
purposes,  that  you  may  know  that  they  are  proper  persons  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Church. 

Then  addressing  the  applicants  for  admission,  the  Minister  shall  say: 

Dearly  beloved,  you  are  come  hither  seeking  the  great  priv- 
ilege of  union  with  the  Church  our  Saviour  has  purchased  with  his 
own  blood.  We  rejoice  in  the  grace  of  God  vouchsafed  unto  yon 
in  that  He  has  called  you  to  be  His  follotcers,  and  that  thus  far 
you  have  run  well.  You  have  heard  how  blessed  are  the  privileges 
and  how  solemn  are  the  duties  of  membership  in  Christ's  Church ; 
and  before  you  are  fully  admitted  thereto,  it  is  proper  that  you  do 
here  publicly  renew  your  vows,  confess  your  faith,  and  declare 
your  purpose,  by  answering  the  following  questions  : 

Do  you  here,  in  the  presence  of  God  and  of  this  congregation, 
renew  the  solemn  promise  contained  in  the  baptismal  covenant, 
ratifying  and  confirming  the  same,  and  acknowledging  yourselves 
bound  faithfully  to  observe  and  keep  that  covenant  ? 

Ansio.  I  do. 

Have  you  saving  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ? 

Answ.  I  trust  I  have. 

Do  you  believe  in  the  doctrines  of  Holy  Scripture,  as  set  fortii 
in  the  Articles  of  Religion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ? 

Ansio.  I  do. 

Will  you  cheerfully  be  governed  by  the  rules  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  hold  sacred  the  ordinances  of  God,  and  endeavor, 
as  much  as  in  you  lies,  to  promote  the  welfare  of  your  brethren 
and  the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  ? 

Answ.  I  will. 

Will  you  contribute  of  your  earthly  substance,  according  to  your 
abiUty,  to  the  support  of  the  Gospel  and  the  various  benevolent 
enterprises  of  the  Church  ? 

Answ.  I  will. 

Then  the  Minister,  addressing  the  Church,  shaU  say  : 

Brethren,  you  have  heard  the  responses  given  to  our  inquiries. 
Have  any  of  you  reason  to  allege  why  these  persons  should  not  be 
received  into  full  membership  in  the  Church  ? 

29 
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No  objection  being  alleged,  the  Minister  shall  say  to  the  candidates  : 

We  welcome  you  to  the  communion  of  the  Church  of  God ;  and 
in  testimony  of  our  Christian  affection  and  the  cordiality  with 
which  we  receive  you,  I  hereby  extend  to  you  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship ;  and  may  God  grant  that  you  may  be  a  faithful  and  use- 
ful member  of  the  Church  militant  till  you  are  called  to  the  fellow 
ship  of  the  Church  triumphant,  which  is  "  without  fault  before  the 
throne  of  God." 

TJien  shall  the  Minister  offer  extemporary  prayer. 


II. 

FORM   FOR   LAYING   THE  CORNER-STONE  OF  A  CHURCH. 

27ie  Minister  standing  near  the  place  where  the  stone  is  to  be  laid,  shall  say  unto  (hi 

Congregation, 

Dearly  Beloved, — "We  are  taught  in  the  word  of  God  that, 
although  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  the  Eternal  One, 
much  less  the  walls  of  temples  made  with  hands,  yet  his  delight  is 
ever  with  the  sons  of  men,  and  that,  wherever  two  or  three  are 
gathered  in  His  name,  there  is  He  in  the  midst  of  them.  And  in 
all  ages  His  servants  have  separated  certain  places  for  His  wor- 
ship :  as  Jacob  erected  a  stone  in  Bethel  for  God's  house ;  as 
Moses  made  a  tabernacle  in  the  desert ;  as  Solomon  builded  a  tem- 
ple for  the  Lord,  which  He  filled  with  the  glory  of  His  presence 
before  all  the  people.  We  are  now  assembled  to  lay  the  corner- 
stone of  a  new  house  for  the  worship  of  the  God  of  our  fathers. 
Let  us  not  doubt  that  he  will  favorably  approve  our  godly  pur- 
pose, and  let  us  now  devoutly  unite  in  singing  his  praise,  and  in 
prayer  for  his  blessing  on  this  our  undertaking. 

Let  one  of  the  Hymns  959-963  be  sang. 

Then  shall  the  Minister  say, 

*v  Let  us  pray. 

Most  glorious  God,  the  heaven  is  Thy  throne  and  the  earth  is  Thy 
footstool :  what  house  then  can  be  builded  for  Thee,  or  where  is 
the  place  of  Thy  rest  ?  Yet,  blessed  be  Thy  name,  O  Lord  God, 
that  it  hath  pleased  Thee  to  have  Thy  habitation  among  the  sons 
of  men,  and  to  dwell  in  the  midst  of  the  assembly  of  the  saints 
upon  the  earth.  And  now,  especially,  we  render  thanks  unto  Thy 
holy  name  that  it  hath  pleased  Thee  to  put  it  into  the  hearts  of 
Thy  servants  to  erect  in  this  place  a  house  for  Thy  worship.     We 
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thank  Thee  for  Thy  grace  which  has  inclined  them  to  contribute  of 
their  substance  for  the  glory  of  Thy  name :  and  Ave  pray  Thee  to 
continue  Thy  blessing  upon  their  pious  undertaking.     Amen. 

May  many  unite  with  them  in  their  holy  work,  until  this  habita- 
tion of  Thy  house  shall  be  completed,  and  ready  for  dedication  to 
Thy  service,  free  from  all  debt  or  claim  of  man.     Amen. 

May  peace  and  harmony  prevail  in  the  counsels  of  Thy  servants, 
and  may  no  selfish  or  divided  aims  find  place  among  them.  May 
the  work  of  this  building  be  completed  without  hurt  or  accident  to 
any  person.  And  when  Thou  shalt  have  prospered  the  work  of 
their  hands  upon  them,  and  this  house  shall  be  prepared  and  fin- 
ished for  Thy  service,  grant  that  all  who  shall  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
this  pious  work,  may  show  forth  their  thankfulness,  by  making  a 
right  use  of  it,  to  the  glory  of  Thy  blessed  Name ;  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Grant  that  all  who  shall  hereafter  worship  Thee  in  the  temple 
here  to  be  builded,  may  so  serve  and  please  Thee  in  all  holy  exer- 
cises of  godliness,  that  in  the  end  they  may  come  to  that  temple  on 
high,  even  to  the  holy  places,  made  without  hands,  whose  builder 
and  maker  is  God.     Amen. 

Hear  us,  O  Lord,  for  Thou  art  our  God  in  whom  we  trust. 
And  when  we  shall  cease  to  pray  unto  Thee  on  earth,  may  we, 
with  all  those  who  in  like  manner  have  erected  such  places  to  Thy 
name,  and  with  all  Thy  saints  and  redeemed  ones,  eternally  praise 
Thee  for  all  Thy  goodness  vouchsafed  unto  us  here  on  earth  and 
laid  up  for  us  there  in  heaven.     Amen. 

Accept  these  our  prayers,  we  beseech  Thee,  for  the  sake  of  Thy 
dear  Son,  and  to  Thee,  the  only  true  and  living  God,  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost,  be  honor,  praise,  and  glory,  forever  and  ever. 
Amen. 

Then  shall  the  Minister  read  the  following  Psalm,  or  the  ilinister  and  people  may  read 
it  in  alternate  verses',  the  parts  in  italics  to  he  read  by  the  people. 

Psalm  cxxxii. 

Lord,  remember  David,  and  all  his  afflictions  : 

Hoio  he  sware  tinto  the  Lord^  and  voiced  unto  the  mighty  God 
of  Jacob  / 

Surely  I  will  not  come  into  the  tabernacle  of  my  house,  nor  go 
up  into  my  bed  ; 

I  will  not  give  sleep  to  mine  eyes.,  or  slumber  to  my  eyelids., 

Until  I  find  out  a  place  for  the  Lord, 

A  habitation  for  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob. 

Lo,  we  heard  of  it  at  Ephratah :  we  found  it  in  the  fields  of  the 
wood. 

We  icill  go  into  his  tabernacles:  roe  will  worship  at  his  foot- 
stool. 

Arise,  O  Lord,  into  thy  rest ;   thou,  and  the  ark  of  thy  strength. 

J^et  thy  priests  be  clothed  with  righteousness  ; 
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And  let  thy  saints  shout  for  joy. 

For  thy  servant  David's  sake^  turn  not  away  the  face  of  thine 
anoi7ited. 

The  Lord  hath  sworn  in  truth  unto  David ;  he  will  not  turn 
from  it ; 

Of  the  fruit  of  thy  body  tcill  I  set  upon  thy  throne. 

If  thy  children  will  keep  my  covenant  and  my  testimony  that  I 
shall  teach  them,  their  children  shall  also  sit  upon  thy  throne  for 
evermore. 

For  the  Lord  hath  chosen  Zion;  he  hath  desired  it  for  his 
habitation. 

This  is  my  rest  forever ;  here  will  I  dwell ;  for  I  have  desired  it. 

J  will  abundantly  bless  her  provision : 

I  will  satisfy  her  poor  with  bread. 

I  will  also  clothe  her  priests  with  salvation : 

And  her  saints  shall  shout  aloud  for  joy. 

There  will  I  make  the  horn  of  David  to  bud: 

I  have  ordained  a  lamp  for  mine  anointed. 

His  enemies  %cill  I  clothe  with  shame : 

But  upon  himself  shall  his  crown  flourish. 

Tlie  Lesson.     1  Cor.  iii,  9-23. 

For  we  are  laborers  together  with  God  :  ye  are  God's  hus- 
bandry, ye  are  God's  building.  According  to  the  grace  of  God 
which  is  given  unto  me,  as  a  wise  master-builder,  I  have  laid  the 
foundation,  and  another  buildeth  thereon.  But  let  every  man  take 
heed  how  he  buildeth  thereupon.  For  other  foundation  can  no 
man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ.  Now  if  any  man 
build  upon  this  foundation  gold,  silver,  precious  stones,  wood,  hay, 
stubble ;  every  man's  work  shall  be  made  manifest :  for  the  day 
shall  declare  it,  because  it  shall  be  revealed  by  fire ;  and  the  fire 
shall  try  every  man's  work  of  what  sort  it  is.  If  any  man's  work 
abide  which  he  hath  built  thereupon,  he  shall  receive  a  reward. 
If  any  man's  work  shall  be  burned,  he  shall  suffer  loss :  but  he 
himself  shall  be  saved ;  yet  so  as  by  fire.  Know  ye  not  that  ye 
are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you  ? 
If  any  man  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  shall  God  destroy ;  for 
the  temple  of  God  is  holy,  which  temple  ye  are.  Let  no  man 
deceive  himself.  If  any  man  among  you  seemeth  to  be  wise  in 
this  world,  let  him  become  a  fool,  that  he  may  be  wise.  For  the 
wisdom  of  this  world  is  foolishness  with  God.  For  it  is  written. 
He  taketh  the  wise  in  their  own  craftiness.  And  again,  The  Lord 
knoweth  the  thoughts  of  the  wise,  that  they  are  vain.  Therefore 
let  no  fiian  glory  in  men.  For  all  things  are  yours ;  whether  Paul, 
or  ApoUos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things 
present,  or  things  to  come ;  all  are  yours ;  and  ye  are  Christ's ; 
and  Christ  is  God's. 

Then  shall  foUow  the  Sermon,  or  an  Address  suitable  to  the  occasion,  after  which  the 
contributions  of  the  people  shaU  be  received. 
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Then  shall  the  minister,  standing  by  the  stone,  exhibit  to  the  congregation  a  box  to  be 
placed  in  an  excavation  of  the  stone.  It  may  contain  a  copy  of  the  Bible,  the  Hymn 
Book,  the  DiscipHne,  the  Church  Almanac  for  the  year,  Church  periodicals  of 
recent  date,  the  names  of  the  Pastor,  Trustees,  and  Building  Committee  of  the 
Church,  with  such  other  documents  as  may  be  desired.  A  list  of  these  may  be 
read,  after  tohich  the  Minister  may  deposit  the  box  in  tlve  stone  and  cover  it:  and  the 
stone  shall  be  laid  and  adjusted  by  the  Minister,  assisted  by  the  builder. 

Then  shall  the  Minister  say., 

In  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  we  lay  this  corner-stone  for  the  foundation  of  a  house  to  be 
builded  and  consecrated  to  the  service  of  Almighty  God,  according 
to  the  order  and  usages  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Amen. 

The  service  may  conclude  with  extemporary  prayer,  the  Lord''s  Prayer,  and  the 
benediction. 


IIL 

FORM  FOR  THE  DEDICATION  OF  A  CHURCH. 

The  Congregation  being  msembled  in  the  Chwxh,  the  Minister  shaU  say, 

Deaely  Belgveb,  The  Seiiptures  teach  us  that  God  is  well 
pleased  with  those  who  build  Temples  to  His  name.  We  have 
heard  how  He  filled  the  Temple  oi'  Solomon  with  His  glory,  and 
how  in  the  Second  Temple  He  manifested  himself  still  more  glo- 
riously. And  the  Gosj^el  approves  and  commends  the  centurion 
who  built  a  synagogue  for  the  people.  Let  us  not  doubt  that  He 
will  also  favorably  approve  our  purpose  of  dedicating  this  place  in 
solemn  manner,  for  the  performance  of  the  several  offices  of  relig- 
ious worship  ;  and  let  us  now  devoutly  join  in  praise  to  his  Name, 
that  this  godly  undertaking  hath  been  so  far  completed ;  and  ia 
prayer  for  His  further  blessing  upon  all  who  have  been  engaged 
therein,  and  upon  all  who  shall  hereafter  worship  His  name  in  this 
place. 

Let  one  of  the  Hymns  9fi4-9'?l  be  sang,  and  extemporairy  Prayer  be  offered,  the  Ckm- 
gregation  all  kneelixg. 

Thai  shaU  the  Minister,  or  some  one  appointed  by  him,  read 

The  First  Lesson.    2  Chron.  vi,  18-33. 

But  will  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with  men  on  the  earth  ? 
behold,  heaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  thee  ; 
how  much  less  this  house  which  I  have  built?     Have  respect, 
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therefore,  to  the  prayer  of  thy  servant,  and  to  his  supplication,  O 
Lord  my  God,  to  hearken  unto  the  cry  and  the  prayer  which  thy 
servant  prayeth  before  thee  :  that  thine  eyes  may  be  open  upon 
this  house  day  and  night,  upon  the  place  Avhereof  thou  hast  said 
that  thou  wouldest  put  thy  name  there  ;  to  hearken  unto  the 
prayer  which  thy  servant  prayeth  toward  this  place.  Hearken, 
therefore,  unto  the  supplications  of  thy  servant,  and  of  thy  people 
Israel,  which  they  shall  make  toward  this  place  :  hear  thou  from 
thy  dwelling  place,  even  from  heaven ;  and  when  thou  hearest, 
forgive. 

li"  a  man  sin  against  his  neighbor,  and  an  oath  be  laid  upon  him 
to  make  him  swear,  and  the  oath  come  before  thine  altar  in  this 
house  ;  then  hear  thou  from  heaven,  and  do,  and  judge  thy  serv- 
ants, by  requiting  the  wicked,  by  recompensing  his  way  upon  his 
own  head  ;  and  by  justifying  the  righteous,  by  giving  him  accord- 
ing to  his  righteousness. 

And  if  thy  people  Israel  be  put  to  the  worse  before  the  enemy, 
because  they  have  sinned  against  thee ;  and  shall  return  and  con- 
fess thy  name,  and  pray  and  make  supplication  before  thee  in  this 
house;  then  hear  thou  from  the  heavens,  and  forgive  the  sin  of  thy 
people  Israel,  and  bring  them  again  unto  the  land  which  thou 
gavest  to  them  and  to  their  fathers. 

When  the  heaven  is  shut  up,  and  there  is  no  rain,  because  they 
have  sinned  against  thee ;  yet  if  they  pray  tOAvard  this  place,  and 
confess  thy  name,  and  turn  from  their  sin,  when  thou  dost  afflict 
them ;  then  hear  thou  from  heaven,  and  forgive  the  sin  of  thy 
servants,  and  of  thy  people  Israel,  Avhen  thou  hast  taught  them  the 
good  way,  wherein  they  should  walk  ;  and  send  rain  upon  thy 
land,  which  thou  hast  given  unto  thy  people  for  an  inheritance. 

If  there  be  dearth  in  the  land,  if  there  be  pestilence,  if  there  be 
blasting,  or  mildew,  locusts,  or  catei'pillars  ;  if  their  enemies  besiege 
them  in  the  cities  of  their  land ;  whatsoever  sore,  or  whatsoever 
sickness  there  be;  then  what  prayer  or  what  supplication  soever 
shall  be  made  of  any  man,  or  of  all  thy  people  Israel,  when  every 
one  shall  knoAV  his  OAvn  sore,  and  his  own  grief,  and  shall  spread 
forth  his  hands  in  this  house :  then  hear  thou  from  heaven  thy 
dwelling  place,  and  forgive,  and  render  unto  every  man  according 
iinto  all  his  ways,  whose  heart  thou  knowest ;  (for  thou  only 
knowest  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men  ;)  that  they  may  fear 
thee,  to  Avalk  in  thy  Avays,  so  long  as  they  live  in  the  land  which 
thou  gaA'est  unto  our  fathers. 

Moreover  concerning  the  stranger,  which  is  not  of  thy  people 
Israel,  but  is  come  from  a  far  country  for  thy  great  name's  sake, 
and  thy  mighty  hand,  and  thy  stretched-out  arm ;  if  they  come 
and  pray  in  this  house ;  then  hear  thou  from  the  heavens,  even 
from  thy  dwelling  place,  and  do  according  to  all  that  the  stranger 
calleth  to  thee  for ;  that  all  people  of  the  earth  may  know  thy 
name,  and  fear  thee,  as  doth  thy  people  Israel,  and  may  know  that 
this  house  AA'hich  I  have  built  is  called  by  thy  name. 
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The  Second  Lesson.    Heb.  x,  19-26. 

Having  therefore,  brethren,  boldness  to  enter  into  the  holiest  by 
the  blood  of  Jesus,  by  a  new  and  living  way,  which  he  hath  con- 
secrated for  us,  through  the  vail,  that  is  to  say,  his  flesh ;  and 
having  a  High  Priest  over  the  house  of  God ;  let  us  draw  near 
with  a  true  heart  in  full  assurance  of  faith,  having  our  hearts 
sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience,  and  our  bodies  washed  with 
pure  water.  Let  us  hold  fast  the  profession  of  our  faith  without 
wavering  ;  (for  he  is  faithful  that  promised ;)  and  let  us  consider 
one  another  to  provoke  unto  love  and  to  good  works  ;  not  forsak 
ing  the  assembling  of  ourselves  together,  as  the  manner  of  some 
is  ;  but  exhorting  one  another ;  and  so  much  the  more,  as  ye  see 
the  day  approaching.  For  if  we  sin  willfully  after  that  we  have 
received  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  there  remaineth  no  more 
sacrilic^  for  sins. 

Then  shaU  one  of  the  Hymns,  967-971,  he  sung,  after  which  the  Minister  shall  deliver 
a  Sermon  suitable  to  the  occosiotl,  after  which  the  contributions  of  the  people  shall  be 
received. 

Then  shall  the  Minister  read  the  following  Psalm,  or  the  Minister  and  tJie  Congregor 
tion  may  read  it  alternately  ;  the  parts  in  italics  to  be  read  by  the  CongregatioiL 

Psalm  exxii. 

I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  Let  us  go  into  the  house  of 
the  Lord. 

Our  feet  shall  stand  wUhin  thy  gates.,  0  Jemsalem. 

Jerusalem  is  builded  as  a  city  that  is  compact  together  ; 

Whither  the  tribes  go  up.,  the  tribes  of  the  Lordy 

Unto  the  testimony  of  Israel,  to  give  thanks  unto  the  name  of 
the  Lord. 

For  there  are  set  thrones  of  judgment,  the  thrones  of  the  house 
of  David. 

Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem : 

They  shall  prosper  that  love  thee. 

Peace  be  within  thy  walls. 

And  prosperity  within  thy  palaces. 

For  my  brethren  and  companions'  sakes,  I  will  now  say.  Peace 
be  within  thee. 

Because  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  our  God  I  will  seek  thy  good. 

Then  let  the  Truste^^  stand  up  before  the  altar,  and  one  of  them,  or  some  <m«  in  their 
behalf  say  unto  t/ie  Minister, 

We  present  unto  you  this  building,  to  be  dedicated  as  a  Church 
for  the  service  and  worship  of  Almighty  God. 

Then  shall  the  Minister  request  tlie  congregation  to  standi  while  he  repeais  the  following 
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DECLARATION". 

Dearly  beloved,  It  is  meet  and  right,  as  we  learn  fi-om  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  that  houses  erected  for  the  public  worship  of  God 
should  be  specially  set  apart  and  dedicated  to  religious  uses.  For 
such  a  dedication  we  are  now  assembled.  With  gratitude,  there- 
fore, to  Almighty  God,  who  has  signally  blessed  His  servants  in 
their  holy  enterprise  of  erecting  this  Chnrch,  we  dedicate  it  to  His 
service,  for  the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  the  preaching  of 
the  Word  of  God,  the  administration  of  the  Holy  Sacraments,  and 
for  all  other  exercises  of  religious  worship  and  service,  according 
to  the  Discipline  and  usages  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
And,  as  the  dedication  of  the  Temple  is  vain  without  the  solemn 
consecration  of  the  worshipers  also,  I  now  call  upon  you  all  to  ded- 
icate yourselves  anew  to  the  service  of  God.  To  Him  let  our  souls 
be  dedicated,  that  they  may  be  renewed  after  the  image  of  Christ. 
To  Him  let  our  bodies  be  dedicated,  that  they  may  be  fit  temples 
for  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  To  Him  may  our  labors  and 
business  be  dedicated,  that  their  fruit  may  tend  to  the  glory  of  His 
great  name,  and  to  the  advancement  of  His  kingdom.  And  that 
He  may  graciously  accept  this  our  solemn  act,  let  us  pray. 

The  Congregation  hneding,  the  Minister  shall  offer  the  following  Prayer. 

O  most  glorious  Lord,  we  acknowledge  that  we  are  not  worthy 
to  offer  unto  thee  anything  belonging  unto  us;  yet  w^e  beseech 
thee,  in  thy  great  goodness,  graciously  to  accept  the  Dedication  of 
this  place  to  thy  service,  and  to  prosper  this  our  undertaking ;  re- 
ceive the  prayers  and  intercessions  of  all  those  thy  servants  who 
shall  call  upon  thee  in  this  house ;  and  give  them  grace  to  prepare 
their  hearts  to  serve  thee  with  reverence  and  godly  fear;  affect 
them  with  an  awful  apprehension  of  thy  Divine  Majesty,  and  a 
deep  sense  of  their  own  imworthiness ;  that  so  approaching  thy 
sanctuary  with  lowliness  and  devotion,  and  coming  before  thee 
■with  clean  thoughts  and  pure  hearts,  with  bodies  undefiled,  and 
minds  sanctified,  they  may  always  perform  a  service  acceptable  tp 
thee  ;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Regard,  O  Lord,  the  supplications  of  thy  servants,  and  grant  that 
whosoever  shall  be  dedicated  to  thee  in  this  house  by  Baptism,  may 
ever  remain  in  the  number  of  thy  faithful  children.     Amen. 

Grant,  O  Lord,  that  whosoever  shall  receive  in  this  place  the 
blessed  Sacrament  of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ,  may  come  to 
that  holy  ordinance  with  faith,  charity,  and  true  repentance  ;  and 
being  filled  with  thy  grace  and  heavenly  benediction,  may,  to  their 
great  and  endless  comfort,  obtain  remission  of  their  sins,  and  all 
other  benefits  of  his  death.     Amen. 

Grant,  O  Lord,  that  by  thy  holy  Word  which  shall  be  read  and 
preached  in  this  place,  and  by  thy  Holy  Spirit  grafting  it  inwardly 
in  the  heart,  the  hearers  thereof  may  both  perceive  and  know  what 
things  they  ought  to  do,  and  may  have  power  and  strength  to  per- 
form the  same.     Amen. 
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Now,  therefore,  arise,  O  Lord,  and  come  unto  this  place  of  Thy 
rest.  Thou  and  the  ark  of  Thy  strength.  Let  thine  eye  be  open 
toward  this  house  day  and  night;  and  let  thine  ears  be  ready 
toward  the  prayera  of  Thy  children  which  they  shall  make  unto 
Thee  in  this  place :  and  whensoever  Thy  servants  shall  make  to 
Thee  their  petitions  here,  do  Thou  hear  them  from  heaven.  Thy 
dwelling  place,  the  throne  of  the  glory  of  Thy  kingdom;  and  when 
Thou  hearest,  forgive.  And  grant,  O  Lord,  we  beseech  Thee,  that 
here  and  elsewhei'e  Thy  ministers  may  be  clothed  with  righteous- 
ness, and  Thy  saiuts  rejoice  in  Thy  salvation.  And  may  we  all, 
with  thy  people  everywhere,  grow  up  into  a  holy  temple  in  the 
Lord,  and  be  at  last  received  into  the  glorious  temple  above ;  the 
house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  And  to  the 
Father,  and  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  glory  and  praise, 
world  without  end.     Anun. 

The  services  to  conclude  with  Doxology  and  Benediction. 

D.  W.  Clark,  Chairmxin. 
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REPORT  NO.  II  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  REVISION  OF  THE 

RITUAL. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  again  to  report  in  part,  and  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  forms,  to  wit : 

I, 
THE  FORM  OF  SOLEMNIZATION  OF  MATRIMONY. 

[The  parts  in  brackets  throughout  may  be  used  or  not,  at  discretion.] 

At  the  day  and  time  appointed  for  solemnization  of  matrimony,  the  persons  to  be  mar- 
ried— having  ieen  qualified  according  to  laiv — standing  together,  the  man  on  the 
right  hand,  and  the  woman  on  the  left,  the  Minister  shall  say : 

Dearly  Beloved,  We  are  gathered  together  here  in  the  sight  of 
God,  and  in  the  presence  of  these  witnesses,  to  join  together  this 
man  and  this  woman  in  holy  matrimony ;  which  is  an  honorable  es- 
tate, instituted  of  God  in  the  time  of  man's  innocency,  signifying 
unto  us  ^he  mystical  union  that  is  between  Christ  and  his  Church ; 
which  holy  estate  Christ  adorned  and  beautified  with  His  presence, 
and  first  miracle  that  he  wrought  in  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  is  com- 
mended of  St.  Paul  to  be  honorable  among  all  men ;  and  therefore 
is  not  by  any  to  be  entered  into  unadvisedly,  but  reverently,  dis- 
creetly, and  in  the  fear  of  God. 

Into  which  holy  estate  these  two  persons  present  come  now  to  be 
joined.  Therefore  if  any  can  show  just  cause  why  they  may  not 
lawfully  be  joined  together,  let  him  now  speak,  or  else  hereafter 
forever  hold  his  peace. 
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[And  also  speaking  unto  the  persons  that  are  to  be  married,  he  shall  say : 

I  require  and  charge  you  both,  that  if  either  of  you  know  any 
impediment  why  you  may  not  be  lawfully  joined  together  in  matri- 
mony, you  do  now  confess  it :  for  be  ye  well  assured,  that  so  many 
as  are  coupled  together  otherwise  than  God's  word  doth  allow,  are 
not  joined  together  by  God,  neither  is  their  matrimony  lawful.] 

If  no  impediment  be  alleged,  then  sTiaU  the  Minister  say  unto  the  man, 

Jf.,  Avilt  thou  have  this  woman  to  be  thy  wedded  wife,  to  live 
together  after  God's  ordinance  in  the  holy  estate  of  mati'imony  ? 
Wilt  thou  love  her,  comfort  her,  honor,  and  keep  her,  in  sickness 
and  in  health  :  and  forsaking  all  other,  keep  thee  only  unto  her,  so 
long  as  ye  both  shall  live  ? 

The  man  sTiail  answer, 

I  will. 

Then  shall  the  Minister  say  unto  the  woman, 

K.,  wilt  thou  have  this  man  to  be  thy  wedded  husband,  to  live 
together  after  God's  ordinance,  in  the  holy  estate  of  matrimony  ? 
Wilt  thou  love,  honor,  and  keep  him,  in  sickness  and  in  health : 
and  forsaking  all  other,  keep  thee  only  unto  him,  so  long  as  ye  both 
shall  live  ? 

The  woman  shall  answer, 

I  wUl. 

[Then  the  Minister  shall  cause  the  man  with  his  right  hand  to  take  the  woman  by  her 
right  hand,  and  to  say  after  him  as  followeth : 

I  M.  take  thee  iV!  to  be  my  wedded  wife,  to  have  and  to  hold, 
from  this  day  forward,  for  better,  for  worse,  for  richer,  for  poorer, 
in  sickness  and  in  health,  to  love  and  to  cherish,  till  death  us  do 
part,  according  to  God's  holy  ordinance :  and  thereto  I  plight  thee 
my  faith. 

T?ien  shaM  they  loose  their  hands,  and  the  woman  with  her  right  hand  taking  the  man 
by  his  right  hand,  shall  likeiuise  say  after  the  Minister: 

I N.  take  thee  M.  to  be  my  wedded  husband,  to  have  and  to  hold, 
from  this  day  forward,  for  better,  for  worse,  for  richer,  for  poorer, 
in  sickness  and  in  health,  to  love  and  to  cherish,  till  death  us  do 
part,  according  to  God's  holy  ordinance :  and  thereto  I  plight  thee 
my  faith.] 

Then  shaU  the  Minister  say : 

O,  eternal  God,  Creator  and  Preserver  of  all  mankind,Giver  of  all 
spiritual  grace,  the  Author  of  everlasting  life ;  send  thy  blessing 
upon  these  thy  servants,  this  man  and  this  woman ;  whom  we  blesa 
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in  thy  name ;  that  as  Isaac  and  Rebecca  lived  faithfully  together, 
80  these  persons  may  surely  perform  and  keep  the  vow  and  cove- 
nant between  them  made,  and  may  ever  remain  in  perfect  love  and 
peace  together,  and  live  according  to  thy  laws,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.    Amen. 

[If  the  parties  desire  it,  the  man  shall  here  hand  a  ring  to  the  Minister,  who  shaUretum 
it  to  him,  ami  direct  him  to  place  it  on  the  third  finger  of  the  woman's  left  hand. 
And  the  man  shall  say  to  the  woman,  repeating  after  the  Minister, 

With  this  ring  I  thee  wed,  and  with  my  worldly  goods  I  thee 
endow,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.    Amen.^ 

JJien  shall  the  Minister  join  their  right  hands  togetJier,  and  say, 

Forasmuch  as  M.  and  JV.  have  consented  together  in  holy  wed- 
lock, and  have  witnessed  the  same  before  God  and  this  company, 
and  thereto  have  pledged  their  faith  either  to  other,  and  have 
declared  the  same  by  joining  of  hands ;  I  pronounce  that  they  are 
husband  and  wife  together,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Those  whom  God  hath  joined 
together,  let  no  man  put  asunder.     Amen. 

And  the  Minister  sTiaU  add  this  Ukasfing: 

God,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  bless,  preserve, 
and  keep  you  ;  the  Lord  mercifully  with  His  fovor  look  upon  you, 
and  so  fill  you  with  all  spiritual  benediction  and  grace,  that  ye  may 
80  live  together  in  this  life,  that  in  the  world  to  come  ye  may  have 
life  everlasting.    Am,en. 

Then  shaU  the  Minister  offer  the  fcXloioing  prayer  : 

O  God  of  Abraham,  God  of  Isaac,  God  of  Jacob,  bless  this  man 
and  this  woman,  and  sow  the  seed  of  eternal  life  in  their  hearts, 
that  whatsoever  in  thy  holy  word  they  shall  profitably  learn,  they 
may  indeed  fulfill  the  same.  Look,  O  Lord,  mercifully  on  them 
from  heaven  and  bless  them :  as  thou  didst  send  thy  blessings  upon 
Abraham  and  Sarah,  to  their  great  comfort,  so  vouchsafe  to  send 
thy  blessings  upon  this  man  and  this  woman,  that  they,  obeying 
thy  will,  and  always  being  in  safety  under  thy  protection,  may  abide 
in  thy  love  unto  their  lives'  end,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Almighty  God,  who  at  the  beginning  did  create  our  first  parents, 
Adam  and  Eve,  and  did  sanctify  and  join  them  together  in  mar- 
riage, pour  upon  these  persons  the  riches  of  Thy  grace,  sanctify 
and  bless  them,  that  they  may  please  Thee  both  in  body  and  soul, 
and  live  together  in  holy  love  unto  their  lives'  end.    Am^n. 

Here  the  Minister  may  use  extemporary  prayer. 

Then  the  Minister  shaU  say, 

Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name.  Thy 
kingdom  come.    Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.    Give 
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us  this  day  our  daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us  ;  and  lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion, but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the 
power,  and  the  glory,  forever.     Amen. 


II. 
THE  ORDER  FOR  THE  BURIAL  OF  THE  DEAD. 

The  Minister,  going  before  the  co^-pse,  shall  say  : 

I  AM  the  resurrection  and  the  life:  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though 
he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live ;  and  whosoever  liveth,  and  believ- 
eth in  me,  shall  never  die.     John  xi,  25,  26. 

I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  He  shall  stand  at  the 
latter  day  upon  the  earth:  and  though,  after  my  skin,  Avorms 
destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God,  whom  I  shall 
see  for  myself,  and  mine  eyes  shall  behold,  and  not  another.  Job 
xix,  25-27. 

We  brought  nothing  into  this  world,  and  it  is  certain  we  can 
carry  nothing  out.  The  Lord  gave  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away : 
blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord.     1  Tim.  vi,  7  ;  Job  i,  21. 

At  the  grave,  when  the  corpse  is  laid  in  the  earth,  the  Minister  shaU  say : 

Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman  hath  but  a  short  time  to  live,  and  is 
full  of  misery.  He  cometh  up,  and  is  cut  down  like  a  flower  :  he 
fleeth  as  it  were  a  shadow,  and  never  continueth  in  one  stay. 

In  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death :  of  whom  may  we  seek  for 
succor,  but  of  thee,  O  Lord,  who  for  our  sins  art  justly  displeased? 

Yet,  O  Lord  God  most  holy,  O  Lord  most  mighty,  O  holy  and 
most  merciful  Saviour,  deliver  us  not  into  the  bitter  pains  of  eternal 
death. 

Thou  knowest,  Lord,  the  secrets  of  our  hearts ;  shut  not  thy 
merciful  ears  to  our  prayers,  but  spare  us.  Lord  most  holy,  O  God 
most  mighty,  O  holy  and  merciful  Saviour,  thou  most  worthy 
Judge  eternal,  sufier  us  not  at  our  last  hour  for  any  pains  of  death 
to  fall  from  thee. 

Then,  while  ihe  earth  shaU  be  cast  upon  the  body  by  some  standing  by,  the  Min- 
ister shall  say : 

Forasmuch  as  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  his  wise  provi- 
dence, to  take  out  of  the  world  the  soul  of  the  departed,  we  there- 
fore commit  his  body  to  the  ground;  earth  to  earth,  ashes  to 
ashes,  dust  to  dust;  looking  for  the  general  Resurrection  in  the 
last  day,  and  the  life  of  the  world  to  come,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  at  whose  second  coming  in  glorious  majesty  to  judge  the 
world,  the  earth  and  the  sea  shall  give  up  their  dead ;  and  the  cor- 
ruptible bodies  of  those  who  sleep  in  Him  shall  be  changed,  and 
made  like  unto  His  own  glorious  body  ;  according  to  the  mighty 
working  whereby  He  is  able  to  subdue  all  things  unto  Himself. 
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Then  shall  he  said: 

I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying  unto  me,  Write,  From  hence- 
forth blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord :  Even  so,  saith  the 
Spirit ;  for  they  rest  from  their  labors. 

Then  shall  the  Minister  say: 

Lord,  have  mercy  iipon  us. 
Christ,  have  mercy  upon  us. 
Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

The  Collect. 

O  merciful  God,  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  is 
the  resurrection  and  the  life :  in  whom  whosoever  believeth  shall 
live,  though  he  die,  and  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  Him 
shall  not  die  eternally :  We  meekly  beseech  thee,  O  Father,  to  raise 
us  from  the  death  of  sin  unto  the  life  of  righteousness  ;  that  when 
we  shall  depart  this  life  we  may  rest  in  Him ;  and  at  the  general 
resurrection  on  the  last  day  may  be  found  acceptable  in  thy  sight, 
and  receive  that  blessing  which  thy  well-beloved  Son  shall  then 
pronounce  to  all  that  love  and  fear  thee,  saying.  Come,  ye  blessed 
children  of  my  Father,  receive  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world.  Grant  this,  we  beseech  thee,  O  mer- 
ciful Father,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Mediator  and  Redeemer. 
A.m.en. 

Our  Father,  who  ai't  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name.  Thy 
kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give 
us  this  day  our  daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion, but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the 
power,  and  the  glory,  forever.     Amen. 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love  of  God,  and 
the  fellowship  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  with  us  all  evermore.     Ame?i. 

Respectfully  submitted,  D.  W.  Clakk,  Chairman. 


Xf  III. — Journal,  pages  156,  246. 

REPORT  NO.  in.  OF  THE   COMMITTEE  ON  REVISION 
OF  THE  RITUAL. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  form, 
to  be  inserted  in  the  place  of  that  now  in  the  Discipline,  for 

THE   MINISTRATION   OF  BAPTISM  TO  INFANTS. 

The  Minister  coming  to  the  Font,  ivhich  is  to  be  filled  with  pure  Water,  shall  use  the 

fottowing : 

Dearly  Beloved,  Forasmuch  as  all  men  are  conceived  and  born 
in  sin,  and  that  our  Saviour  Christ  saith,  Except  a  man  be  born  of 
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water,  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God ; 
I  beseech  you  to  call  upon  God  the  Father,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  that  having,  of  his  bounteous  mercy,  redeemed  this  child 
by  the  blood  of  His  Son,  He  will  grant  that  he,  being  baptized  with 
water,  may  also  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  received  into 
Christ's  holy  Church,  and  become  a  lively  member  of  the  same. 

Then  shaU  the  Minister  say, 
Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  who  of  thy  great  mercy  hast 
condescended  to  enter  into  covenant  relations  with  man,  M'herein 
thou  hast  included  children  as  partakers  of  its  gracious  benefits, 
declaring  that  of  such  is  thy  kingdom ;  and  in  thy  ancient  Church 
didst  appoint  divers  baptisms,  figuring  thereby  the  renewing  of 
the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  by  thy  well-beloved  Son  Jesus  Christ  gavest 
commandment  to  thy  holy  apostles  to  go  into  all  the  world  and 
disciple  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and 
of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost :  We  beseech  thee,  that  of  thine 
infinite  mercy  thou  wilt  look  upon  this  child:  wash  him  and  sanc- 
tify him;  that  he,  being  saved  by  thy  grace,  may  be  received  into 
Christ's  holy  Church,  and  being  steadfast  in  faith,  joyful  through 
hope,  and  rooted  in  love,  may  so  overcome  the  CA'ils  of  this  present 
world,  that  finally  he  may  attain  to  everlasting  life,  and  reign  with 
thee,  world  without  end,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

O  merciful  God,  grant  that  all  carnal  affections  may  die  in  him, 
and  that  all  things  belonging  to  the  Spirit  may  live  and  grow  in 
Am.     Amen. 

Grant  that  he  may  have  power  and  strength  to  have  victory,  and 
to  triumph  against  the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  flesh.     Amen. 

Grant  that  whosoever  is  dedicated  to  thee  by  our  office  and  min- 
istry, may  also  be  endued  with  heavenly  virtues,  and  everlastingly 
rewarded  through  thy  mercy,  O  blessed  Lord  God,  who  dost  live 
and  govern  all  things,  world  without  end.     Amen. 

Almighty,  ever-living  God,  whose  most  dearly  beloved  Son  Je- 
sus Christ,  for  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins,  did  shed  out  of  His  most 
precious  side  both  water  and  blood,  regard,  we  beseech  thee,  our 
supplications.  Sanctify  this  water  for  this  holy  sacrament;  and 
grant  that  this  child,  now  to  baptized,  may  receive  the  fullness  of 
thy  grace,  and  ever  remain  in  the  number  of  thy  faithful  and  elect 
children,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Then  shaU  the  Minister  address  the  parents  [or  guardians]  as  follows : 

Dearly  beloved,  Forasmuch  as  this  child  is  now  presented  by 
you  for  Christian  baptism,  you  must  remember  that  it  is  your  part 
and  duty  to  see  that  he  be  taught,  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  able  to 
learn,  the  nature  and  end  of  this  holy  sacrament.  And  that  he  may 
know  these  things  the  better,  you  shall  call  upon  him  to  give  rev- 
etent  attendance  upon  the  appointed  means  of  grace,  such  as  the 
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ministry  of  the  word  and  the  public  and  private  worship  of  God ; 
and  further,  ye  shall  provide  that  he  shall  read  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  learn  the  Lord's  Prayer,  the  Ten  Commandments,  the  Apostles' 
Creed,  the  Catechism,  and  all  other  things  which  a  Christian  ought 
to  know  and  believe  to  his  soul's  health,  in  order  that  he  may  be 
brought  up  to  lead  a  virtuous  and  holy  life,  remembering  always 
that  baptism  doth  represent  unto  us  that  inward  purity  which  dis- 
poseth  us  to  follow  the  example  of  our  Saviour  Christ ;  that  as  he 
died  and  rose  again  for  us,  so  should  we,  who  are  baptized,  die 
unto  sin  and  rise  again  unto  righteousness,  continually  mortifying  all 
corrupt  affections,  and  daily  proceeding  in  all  virtue  and  godliness. 

Do  you  therefore  solemnly  engage  to  fulfill  these  duties,  so  far  as 
in  you  lies,  the  Lord  being  your  helper  ? 

Answ.  We  do. 

Then  shall  the  people  stand  up,  and  the  Minister  shall  say : 

Hear  the  words  of  the  Gospel,  written  by  St.  Mark ;  [Ch.  x, 
ver.  13-16.] 

They  brought  young  children  to  Christ,  that  he  should  touch 
them.  And  his  disciples  rebuked  those  that  brought  them ;  but 
when  Jesus  saw  it,  he  was  much  displeased,  and  said  unto  them, 
Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not,  for 
of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  God.  Verily  I  say  unto  you.  Whosoever 
shall  not  receive  the  kingdom  of  God  as  a  little  child,  he  shall  not 
enter  therein.  And  he  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  put  his  hands 
upon  them,  and  blessed  them. 

JTien  the  Minister  shall  take  the  Child  into  his  hands,  and  say  to  the  friends  of  the 

Child, 

Name  this  child. 

And  then,  naining  it  after  them,  he  shall  sprinlde  or  pour  Water  upon  it,  or,  if  desired, 
immerse  it  in  Water,  saying, 

iV^,  I  baptize  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.    Amen. 

Then  shall  the  Minister  offer  the  following  prayer,  the  people  kneeling : 

O  God  of  infinite  mercy,  the  Father  of  all  the  faithful  seed,  be 
pleased  to  grant  unto  this  child  an  understanding  mind  and  a 
sanctified  heart.  May  thy  providence  lead  him  through  the  dan- 
gers, temptations,  and  ignorance  of  his  youth,  that  he  may  never 
run  into  folly  nor  into  the  evils  of  an  unbridled  appetite.  We  pray 
thee  so  to  order  the  course  of  his  life,  that  by  good  education,  by 
holy  examples,  and  by  thy  restraining  and  renewing  grace,  he  may 
be  led  to  serve  thee  faithfully  all  his  days,  so  that,  when  he  has 
glorified  thee  in  his  generation,  and  has  served  the  Church  on  earth, 
he  may  be  received  into  thine  eternal  kingdom,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Almighty  and  most  merciful  Father,  let  thy  loving  mercy  and 
compassion  descend  upon  these,  thy  servant  and  handmaid,  the 


464  Journal  of  the  General  Conference^  1864.        [X,  IV. 

parents  [or  guardians]  of  this  child.  Grant  unto  them,  we  beseech 
thee,  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  they  may,  like  Abraham,  command  their 
household  to  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord.  Direct  their  actions  and 
sanctify  their  hearts,  words,  and  purposes,  that  their  whole  family 
may  be  united  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the  bands  of  faith, 
obedience,  and  charity  ;  and  that  they  all,  being  in  this  life  thy 
holy  children  by  adoption  and  grace,  may  be  admitted  into  the 
Church  of  the  first-born  in  heaven,  through  the  merits  of  thy  dear 
Son,  our  Saviour  and  Redeemer.     Amen. 

Then  may  the  Minister  offer  extemporary  prayer. 

Then  shall  be  said,  all  kneeling, 

Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name.  Thy  king- 
dom come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give  us 
this  day  our  daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we  for- 
give them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion, but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the 
power,  and  the  glory,  forever.    Amen. 

Respectfully  submitted,  D.  W.  Clark,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  NO.  IV  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  REVISION 
OF  THE   RITUAL. 

Your  committee  submit  the  following  form  for 

THE   MINISTRATION  OF  BAPTISM   TO  SUCH  AS  ARE  OF  RIPER 

YEARS. 

Dearly  Beloved,  Forasmuch  as  all  men  are  conceived  and  born 
in  sin ;  and  that  which  is  bom  of  the  flesh  is  flesh,  and  they  that 
are  in  the  flesh  cannot  please  God,  but  live  in  sin,  committing 
many  actual  transgressions  ;  and  our  Saviour  Christ  saith.  Except 
a  man  be  born  of  water,  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God : — I  beseech  you  to  call  upon  God  the  Father, 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  of  His  bounteous  goodness 
He  will  grant  to  these  persons  that  which  by  nature  they  cannot 
have  ;  that  they,  being  baptized  with  water,  may  also  be  baptized 
with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  being  received  into  Christ's  holy  Church, 
may  continue  lively  members  of  the  same. 

2%en  shaU  the  Minister  say, 

Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  and  immortal  God,  the  aid  of  all  that  need,  the  helper 
of  all  that  flee  to  thee  for  succor,  the  life  of  them  that  believe,  and 
the  resurrection  of  the  dead :  we  call  upon  thee  for  these  persons  ; 
that  they^  coming  to  thy  holy  baptism,  may  also  be  filled  with  thy 
Holy  Spirit.    Receive  them^  O  Lord,  as  thou  hast  promised  by  thy. 
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well-belovcd  Son,  saying,  Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive ;  seek,  and  ye 
shall  find  ;  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you :  so  give  now 
unto  us  that  ask :  let  us  that  seek,  find  :  open  the  gate  unto  us 
that  knock  ;  that  these  2)ersons  may  enjoy  the  everlasting  benedic- 
tion of  thy  heavenly  Avashing,  and  may  come  to  the  eternal  king, 
dom  which  thou  hast  promised  by  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Then  shall  the  people  stand  up ;  and  the  Minister  shall  say, 

Hear  the  words  of  the  Gospel,  written  by  St.  John,  fCh.  iii,  ver. 
1-8.] 

There  was  a  man  of  the  Pharisees,  named  Nicodemus,  a  ruler  of 
the  Jews  :  the  same  came  to  Jesus  by  night,  and  said  unto  him, 
Rabbi,  we  know  that  thou  art  a  teacher  come  from  God  ;  for  no 
man  can  do  these  miracles  that  thou  doest  except  God  be  with  him. 
Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him.  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee, 
Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Nicodemus  saith  unto  him,  How  can  a  man  be  born  when  he  is 
old  ?  Can  he  enter  the  second  time  into  his  mother's  womb,  and 
be  born  ?  Jesus  answered,  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee.  Except 
a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God.  That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh, 
and  that  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit.  Marvel  not  that  I 
said  unto  thee,  Ye  must  be  born  again.  The  wind  bloweth  where 
it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof;  but  canst  not  tell 
whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth ;  so  is  every  one  that  is 
born  of  the  Spirit. 

Then  the  Minister  shall  speak  to  the  persons  to  be  baptized  on  this  wise : 

Well  beloved,  who  have  come  hither,  desiring  to  receive  holy 
baptism,  you  have  heard  how  the  congregation  hath  prayed,  that 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  would  vouchsafe  to  receive  you,  to  bless 
you,  and  to  give  you  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  everlasting  life. 
And  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  hath  promised  in  His  holy  word  to 
grant  all  those  things  that  we  have  prayed  for :  which  promise 
He  for  His  part  will  most  surely  keep  and  perform. 

Wherefore  after  this  promise  made  by  Christ,  j/ou  must  also 
faithfully,  for  your  part,  promise,  in  the  presence  of  this  whole 
congregation,  that  you  Avill  renounce  the  devil  and  all  his  works, 
and  constantly  believe  God's  holy  word,  and  obediently  keep  His 
commandments. 

T?ien  shaM  the  Minister  demand  of  each  of  the  persons  to  ie  Jopftzecf, 

Quest.  Dost  thou  renounce  the  devil  and  all  his  works,  the  vain 
pomp  and  glory  of  the  world,  with  all  covetous  desires  of  the 
same,  and  the  caraal  desires  of  the  flesh,  so  that  thou  wilt  not  fol- 
low or  be  led  by  them  ? 

Ans.  I  renounce  them  all. 

Quest.  Dost  thou  believe  in  God  the  Father  Almighty,  Maker 
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of  heaven  and  earth  ?  and  in  Jesus  Christ  His  only-begotten  Son 
our  Lord  ?  and  that  He  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  born  of 
the  Virgin  Mary?  that  He  suffeied  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was 
crucified,  dead  and  buried  :  that  He  rose  again  the  third  day  ; 
that  He  ascended  into  heaven,  and  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God 
the  Father  Almighty,  and  from  thence  shall  come  again  at  the 
end  of  the  world,  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead  ? 

And  dost  thou  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  holy  Catholic 
Church,*  the  communion  of  saints  ;  the  remission  of  sins  ;  the 
resurrection  of  the  body,  and  everlasting  life  after  death  ? 

Ans.  All  this  I  steadfastly  believe. 

Quest.  Wilt  thou  be  baptized  in  this  faith  ? 

Ans.  This  is  my  desire. 

Quest.  Wilt  thou  then  obediently  keep  God's  holy  will  and 
commandments,  and  walk  in  the  same  all  the  days  of  thy  life  ? 

Ans.  I  will  endeavor  so  to  do,  God  being  my  helper. 

Then  sTiaM  the  Minister  say, 

O  merciful  God,  grant  that  all  carnal  affections  may  die  in  these 
persons,  and  that  all  things  belonging  to  the  Spirit  may  live  and 
grow  in  them.     Amen. 

Grant  that  they  may  have  power  and  strength  to  have  victory, 
and  triumph  against  the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  flesh.     Amen. 

Grant  that  they,  being  here  dedicated  to  thee  by  our  office  and 
ministry,  may  also  be  endued  with  heavenly  virtues,  and  everlast- 
ingly rewarded,  through  thy  mercy,  O  blessed  Lord  God,  who 
dost  live  and  govern  all  things,  world  without  end.     Arnen. 

Almighty,  ever-living  God,  whose  most  dearly  beloved  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  for  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins,  did  shed  out  of  his 
most  precious  side  both  water  and  blood  ;  and  gave  commandment 
to  his  disciples,  that  they  should  go  teach  all  nations,  and  baptize 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost :  regard,  we  beseech  thee,  our  supplications  ;  and  grant  that 
the  persons  now  to  be  baptized  may  receive  the  fullness  of  thy 
grace,  and  ever  remain  in  the  number  of  thy  faithful  and  elect 
children,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Then  shaU  the  Minister  ask  the  name  of  each  person  to  be  baptized,  and  shaU  sprinkle 
or  pour  water  upon  him,  (or,  if  he  shaU  desire  it,  shall  immerse  him  in  water,)  saying, 

N.,  I  baptize  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.     Amen. 

Then  shall  be  said  the  Lord's  Prayer,  all  kneeling. 

Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name.  Thy 
-kingdom  come.  Thy  Avill  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as 
"we  forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us;  and  lead  us  not  into 

*  The  one  universal  Churcli  of  Christ. 
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temptation ;  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and 
the  power,  and  the  glory,  forever.     Amen. 

Then  may  the  Minister  conclude  with  extemporary  prayer. 

Respectfully  submitted,  D.  W.  Clark,  Chairman. 


X,  v.— Journal,  pages  209,  246. 

REPORT   NO.  V  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON   REVISION 
OF  THE  RITUAL. 

Your  Committee  on  Revision  of  Ritual  beg  leave  to  report  the 
following  forms,  namely: 

I. 

THE  ORDER  FOR  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  LORD'S 

SUPPER. 

I%e  Elder  shall  say  one  or  more  of  these  sentences,  during  the  reading  of  which,  the 
persons  appointed  for  that  purpose  shall  receive  the  alms  for  the  poor: 

Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see  your  good 
works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.     [Matt,  v,  16.] 

Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasures  upon  earth,  where  moth  and 
rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  break  through  and  steal :  but 
lay  up  for  yourselves  treasures  in  heaven,  where  neither  moth  nor 
rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  do  not  break  through  nor 
steal.     [Matt,  vi,  19,  20.] 

Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so 
to  them  :  for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets.     [Matt,  vii,  12.] 

Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  me,  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father 
which  is  in  heaven.     [Matt,  vii,  21.] 

Zaccheus  stood,  and  said  unto  the  Lord,  Behold,  Lord,  tlie  half 
of  my  goods  I  give  to  the  poor  ;  and  if  I  have  taken  anything  from 
any  man,  by  false  accusation,  I  restore  him  fourfold.  [Luke 
xix,  8.] 

He  which  soweth  sparingly  shall  reap  also  sparingly ;  and  he 
which  soweth  bountifully  shall  reap  also  bountifully.  Every  man 
according  as  he  purposeth  in  his  heart,  so  let  him  give  ;  not  grudg- 
ingly, or  of  necessity :  for  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver.  [2  Cor. 
ix,  6,  7.] 

As  we  have  therefore  opportunity,  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men, 
especially  unto  them  who  are  of  the  household  of  faith.  [Gal. 
vi,  10.] 

Godliness  with  contentment  is  great  gain  ;  for  we  brought  noth- 
ing into  this  world,  and  it  is  certain  we  can  carry  nothing  out. 
[1  Tim.  vi,  6,  7.] 

Charge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  world,  that  they  be  not  high- 
minded,  nor  trust  in  uncertain  riches,  but  in  the  living  God,  who 


468  Journal  of  the  General  Conference^  1864.         [X,  V. 

giveth  us  richly  all  things  to  enjoy ;  that  they  do  good,  that  they 
be  rich  in  good  works,  ready  to  distribute,  ■willing  to  communi- 
cate ;  laying  up  in  store  for  themselves  a  good  foundation  against 
the  time  to  come,  that  they  may  lay  hold  on  eternal  life,  [l  Tim. 
vi,  17-19.] 

God  is  not  unrighteous  to  forget  your  work  and  labor  of  love, 
which  ye  have  showed  toward  his  name,  in  that  ye  have  ministered 
to  the  saints,  and  do  minister,     [Heb.  vi,  10.] 

To  do  good,  and  to  commiinicate,  forget  not ;  for  with  such  sac- 
rifices God  is  well  pleased.     [Heb.  xiii,  16.] 

Whoso  hath  this  world's  good,  and  seeth  his  brother  have  need, 
and  shutteth  up  his  bowels  of  compassion  from  him,  how  dwelleth 
the  love  of  God  in  him  ?     [1  John  iii,  17.] 

He  that  hath  pity  upon  the  poor,  lendeth  unto  the  Lord ;  and 
that  which  he  hath  given  will  he  pay  him  again.     [Prov.  xix,  17.] 

Blessed  is  he  that  considereth  the  poor ;  the  Lord  will  deliver 
him  in  time  of  trouble.     [Psalm  xli,  1.] 

After  which  the  elder  shall  give  the  following  Invitation,  the  people  standing : 

If  any  man  sin,  we  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus 
Christ  the  righteous  :  and  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins  :  and 
not  for  ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world. 

Wherefore,  ye  that  do  truly  and  earnestly  repent  of  your  sins, 
and  are  in  love  and  charity  with  your  neighbors,  and  intend  to 
lead  a  new  life,  following  the  commandments  of  God,  and  walking 
from  henceforth  in  His  holy  ways ;  draw  near  with  faith,  and  take 
this  holy  sacrament  to  your  comfort :  and,  devoutly  kneeling, 
make  your  humble  confession  to  Almighty  God. 

TSera  shall  this  general  confession  be  made  by  the  Minister  in  the  name  of  all  those  who 
are  minded  to  receive  the  holy  communion,  both  he  and  all  the  people  devoutly  kneel- 
ing, and  saying : 

Almighty  God,  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Maker  of  all 
tilings,  Judge  of  all  men :  we  acknowledge  and  bewail  our  mani- 
fold sins  and  wickedness,  which  Ave  from  time  to  time  most  griev- 
ously have  committed  by  thought,  word,  and  deed,  against  thy 
Divine  Majesty,  provoking  most  justly  thy  wrath  and  indignation 
against  us.  We  do  earnestly  repent,  and  are  heartily  sorry  for 
these  our  misdoings ;  the  remembrance  of  them  is  grievous  unto 
us.  Have  mercy  upon  us,  have  mercy  upon  us,  most  merciful 
Father ;  for  thy  Son,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  forgive  us  all 
that  is  past;  and  grant  that  we  may  ever  hereafter  serve  and 
please  thee  in  newness  of  life,  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  thy 
name,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.    Am&n. 

Then  shall  the  Elder  say, 

O  Almighty  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  who  of  thy  great  mercy 
hast  promised  forgiveness  of  sins  to  all  them  that  with  hearty  re- 
pentance and  true  faith  turn  unto  thee  :  have  mercy  upon  us ;  par- 
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don  and  deliver  us  from  all  our  sins,  confirm  and  strengthen  us  in 
all  goodness,  and  bring  ixs  to  everlasting  life,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.     Amen. 

The  Collect. 
Almighty  God,  unto  whom  all  hearts  are  open,  all  desires  known, 
and  from  whom  no  secrets  are  hid ;  cleanse  the  thoughts  of  our 
hearts  by  the  inspiration  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  may  perfectly 
love  thee,  and  worthily  magnify  thy  holy  name,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.    Am,en. 

Then  shall  the  Elder  say^ 

We  do  not  presume  to  come  to  this  thy  table,  O  merciful  Lord, 
trusting  in  our  own  righteousness,  but  in  thy  manifold  and  great 
mercies.  We  are  not  worthy  so  much  as  to  gather  up  the  crumbs 
under  thy  table.  But  thou  art  the  same  Lord,  whose  property 
is  always  to  have  mercy:  Grant  us,  therefore,  gracious  Lord,  so 
to  eat  the  flesh  of  thy  dear  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  drink  His 
blood,  that  we  may  live  and  grow  thereby ;  and  that,  being  wash- 
ed througb  his  most  precious  blood,  we  may  evermore  dwell  in 
Him,  and  He  in  us.     Amen. 

Then  the  Elder  shall  say  the  prayer  of  consecration,  asfoUonjo^h: 

Almighty  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  who  of  thy  tender  mercy 
didst  give  thine  only  Son  Jesus  Christ  to  suffer  death  upon  the 
cross  for  our  redemption ;  who  made  there,  by  His  oblation  of 
Himself  once  ofiered,  a  full,  perfect,  and  sufficient  sacrifice,  obla- 
tion, and  satisfaction  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world ;  and  did 
institute,  and  ia  His  holy  Go«pel  command  us  to  continue,  a  per- 
petual memory  of  His  precious  death  until  His  coming  again : 
bear  us,  O  merciful  Father,  we  most  humbly  beseech  thee,  and 
grant  that  we,  receiving  these  meraoiials  of  the  suflferings  and 
death  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  may  be  partakers  of  His  most 
blessed  body  and  blood;  who,  in  the  same  night  that  he  was  be- 
trayed, took  bread;  Q)  and  when  He  had  given  O)  Here  the  elder 
thanks.  He  broke  it,  and  ga^'e  it  to  His  disciples,  may  take  theplate 
saying.  Take,  eat ;  this  is  my  body  which  is  given  of  bread  into  Im 
for  you ;  do  this  in  remembrance  of  me.  ^'^^ 

Likewise  after  supper  He  took  (^)  the  cup;  and  («)  Eerehemay 
when  He  had  given  thanks.  He  gave  it  to  them,  take  me  cup  in 
saying.  Drink  ye  all  of  this  ;  for  this  is  my  blood  ^"  ^^■ 
of  the  New  Testament,  which  is  shed  for  you,  and  for  inany,  for 
the  remission  of  sins ;  do  this,  as  oft  as  ye  shall  drink  it,  in  re- 
membrance of  me.     Ame/i. 

Then  shall  the  Minisier  receive  the  comrrmnion.  in  both  kiads,  and  proceed  to  deliver  the 
same  to  the  other  ministers,  {if  any  be  present:)  after  which,  he  sliall  say  : 

It  is  very  meet,  right,  and  our  bounden  duty,  that  we  should  at 
all  times,  and  in  all  places,  give  thanks  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  holy 
Father,  almighty,  everlasting  God. 
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Therefore  with  angels  and  archangels,  and  with  all  the  company 
of  heaven,  we  laud  and  magnify  thy  glorious  name,  evermore 
praising  thee,  and  saying.  Holy,  holy,  holy  Lord  God  of  hosts, 
heaven  and  earth  are  full  of  thy  glory.  Glory  be  to  thee,  O  Lord 
most  high.     Amen. 

The  Minister  shall  then  proceed  to  administer  the  communion  to  the  peoph  in  order 
into  their  uncovered  hands.    And  when  he  delivereth  the  bread,  he  shall  say : 

The  body  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  was  given  for  thee, 
preserve  thi/  soul  and  bodt/  unto  everlasting  life.  Take  and  eat 
this  in  remembrance  that  Christ  died  for  thee,  and  feed  on  Him  in 
thy  heart  by  faith  with  thanksgiving. 

And  the  Minister  that  delivereth  the  cup  shaU  say, 

The  blood  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  was  shed  for  thee, 
preserve  thy  soul  and  body  unto  everlasting  life.  Drink  this  in 
remembrance  that  Christ's  blood  was  shed  for  thee,  and  be  thankful. 

[If  the  consecrated  bread  or  wine  be  all  spent  before  all  have  communed,  the 
elder  may  consecrate  more,  by  repeating  the  prayer  of  consecration.] 

[When  all  have  communed,  the  minister  shall  return  to  the  Lord's  table,  and 
place  upon  it  what  remaineth  of  the  consecrated  elements,  covering  the  same 
with  a  fair  linen  cloth.] 

Then  shall  the  Elder  say  the  Lord's  Prayer;  the  people  kneeling  and  repeating  after 

him  every  petition. 

Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name.  Thy 
kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses, 
as  we  forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us  not  into 
temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for  thine  is  the  kingdom, 
and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever  and  ever.     Ameyi. 

After  which  shaU  he  said  asfoUoweth : 

O  Lord  our  heavenly  Father,  we  thy  humble  servants  desire  thy 
Fatherly  goodness  mercifully  to  accept  this  our  sacrifice  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving ;  most  humbly  beseeching  thee  to  grant  that,  by 
the  merits  and  death  of  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  through  faith 
in  His  blood,  we  and  thy  whole  Church  may  obtain  remission  of 
our  sins,  and  all  other  benefits  of  His  death.  And  here  we  offer 
and  present  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  ourselves,  our  souls  and  bodies,  to 
be  a  reasonable,  holy,  and  lively  sacrifice  unto  thee ;  humbly 
beseeching  thee  that  all  we  who  are  partakers  of  this  holy  com- 
munion may  be  filled  Avith  thy  grace  and  heavenly  benediction. 
And  although  we  be  unworthy,  through  our  manifold  sins,  to  offer 
unto  thee  any  sacrifice,  yet  we  beseech  thee  to  accept  this  our 
bounden  duty  and  service ;  not  weighing  our  merits,  but  pardon- 
ing our  offenses,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord :  by  whom,  and 
with  whom,  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  all  honor  and  glory  be 
unto  thee,  O  Father  Almighty,  world  without  end.     Amen. 
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Tlien  shali  he  said, 

Glory  be  to  God  on  high,  and  on  earth  peace,  good-will  toward 
men.  We  praise  thee,  we  bless  thee,  we  worship  thee,  we  adore 
thee  for  thy  great  glory,  O  Lord  God,  heavenly  King,  God  the 
Father  Almighty, 

O  Lord,  the  only-begotten  Son  Jesus  Christ ;  O  Lord  God,  Lamb 
of  God,  Son  of  the  Father,  that  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 
have  mercy  upon  us.  Thou  that  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 
have  mercy  upon  us.  Thou  tliat  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 
receive  our  prayer.  Thou  that  sittest  at  the  right  hand  of  God 
the  Father,  have  mercy  upon  us.  And  receive  us  at  last,  through 
the  riches  of  thy  grace,  into  the  joy  of  thine  eternal  kingdom, 
where  we  may  reign  with  thee,  world  without  end.     A?nen. 

Then  the  Elder,  if  he  see  it  expedient,  may  put  up  an  extemporary  prayer ;  and  after- 
ward shall  let  the  people  depart  with  this  blessing : 

May  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  understanding,  keep 
your  hearts  and  minds  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of 
His  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Almighty, 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  among  you,  and 
remain  with  you  always.     Am.en. 

N.  B.  If  the  elder  bo  straitened  for  time,  he  may  omit  any  part  of  the  service, 
except  the  Invitation,  the  Confession,  and  the  prayer  of  Consecration. 


IL 

THE  FORM   OF  CONSECRATING  BISHOPS. 

The  Collect. 

Almighty  God,  who  by  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ  didst  give  to  thy 
holy  apostles,  elders,  and  evangelists,  many  excellent  gifts,  and 
didst  charge  them  to  feed  thy  flock ;  give  grace,  we  beseech  thee, 
to  all  the  ministers  and  pastors  of  thy  Church,  that  they  may  dili- 
gently preach  thy  word  and  duly  administer  the  godly  discipline 
thereof;  and  grant  to  the  people  that  they  may  obediently  follow 
the'  same  ;  that  all  may  receive  the  crown  of  everlasting  glory, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Then  shall  be  read  by  one  of  the  Elders 

The  Epistle.     Acts  xx,  17-35, 

From  Miletus  Paul  sent  to  Ephesus,  and  called  the  elders  of  the 
Church.  And  when  they  were  come  to  him,  he  said  unto  them. 
Ye  know  from  the  first  day  that  I  came  into  Asia,  after  what  man- 
ner I  have  been  with  you  at  all  seasons,  serving  the  Lord  with  all 
humility  of  mind,  and  with  many  tears  and  temptations  which 
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befell  me  by  the  lying  in  wait  of  the  Jews  ;  and  how  I  kept  back 
nothing  that  was  profitable  unto  you,  but  have  showed  you,  and 
have  taught  you  publicly,  and  from  house  to  house,  testifying  both 
to  the  Jews  and  also  to  the  Greeks,  repentance  toward  God,  and 
faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And  now  behold  I  go  bound 
in  the  spirit  unto  Jerusalem,  not  knowing  the  things  that  shall 
befall  me  there  ;  save  that  the  Holy  Ghost  witnesseth  in  every 
city,  saying  that  bonds  and  afflictions  abide  me.  But  none  of  these 
things  move  me,  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myself,  so  that 
I  might  finish  my  course  with  joy,  and  the  ministry  which  I  have 
received  of  the  Lord  Jesus  to  testify  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of 
God.  And  now,  behold,  I  know  that  ye  all,  among  whom  I  have 
gone  preaching  the  kingdom  of  God,  shall  see  my  face  no  more. 
Wherefore  I  take  you  to  record  this  day,  that  I  am  pure  from  the 
blood  of  all  men.  For  I  have  not  shunned  to  declare  unto  you  all 
the  counsel  of  God.  Take  heed,  therefore,  unto  yourselves,  and  to 
all  the  flock,  over  the  which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  made  you  over- 
seers, to  feed  the  Church  of  God  which  he  hath  purchased  Avith 
his  own  blood.  For  I  know  this,  that  after  my  departing  shall 
grievous  wolves  enter  in  among  you,  not  sparing  the  flock.  Also 
of  your  own  selves  shall  men  arise,  speaking  perverse  things,  to 
draw  away  disciples  after  them.  Therefore  watch,  and  remember 
that  by  the  space  of  three  years,  I  ceased  not  to  warn  every  one 
night  and  day  with  tears.  And  now,  brethren,  I  commend  you  to 
God,  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up, 
and  to  give  you  an  inheritance  among  all  them  which  are  sancti- 
fied. I  have  coveted  no  man's  silver,  or  gold,  or  apparel :  yea,  ye 
yourselves  know  that  these  hands  have  ministered  unto  my  neces- 
sities, and  to  them  that  were  with  me.  I  have  showed  you  all 
things,  how  that  so  laboring  ye  ought  to  support  the  weak ;  and 
to  remember  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he  said,  It  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive. 

Then  another  shall  read 
The  Gospel.     St.  John  xxi,  15-17. 

Jesus  saith  to  Simon  Peter,  Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest  thou  me 
more  than  these  ?  He  saith  unto  him.  Yea,  Lord ;  thou  knowest 
that  I  love  thee.  He  saith  unto  him.  Feed  my  lambs.  He  saith  to 
him  again  the  second  time,  Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest  thou  me? 
He  saith  unto  him.  Yea,  Lord ;  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee.  He 
saith  unto  him.  Feed  my  sheep.  He  saith  unto  him  the  third  time, 
Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest  thou  me  ?  Peter  was  grieved  because 
he  said  unto  him  the  third  time,  Lovest  thou  me  ?  And  he  said 
unto  him.  Lord,  thou  knowest  all  things ;  thou  knowest  that  I  love 
thee.     Jesus  saith  unto  him,  Feed  my  sheep. 

Or  this  :   St.  Matt,  xxviii,  18-20. 

Jesus  came  and  spake  unto  them,  saying.  All  power  is  given  unto 
me  in  heaven  and  in  earth.     Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations, 
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baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost ;  teaching  them  to  observe  ail  things  whatsoever  I 
have  commanded  you :  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the 
end  of  the  world. 

After  the  Gospel  and  Vne  sermon  are  ended,  the  elected  person  shaU  he  presented  by  two 
Eiders  unto  the  Bishop,  saying, 

We  present  unto  you  this  holy  man  to  be  consecrated  a  bishop. 
Then  the  Bishop  shaU  move  the  congregation  present  to  pray,  saying  thus  to  them: 

Brethren,  it  is  written  in  the  Gospel  of  St.  Luke,  that  our  Saviour 
Christ  continued  the  whole  night  in  prayer  before  he  did  choose  and 
send  forth  his  twelve  apostles.  It  is  written  also  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  that  the  disciples  who  were  at  Antioch  did  fast  and  pray 
before  they  laid  hands  on  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and  sent  them  forth 
on  their  first  mission  to  the  Gentiles,  Let  us,  therefore,  following 
the  example  of  our  Saviour  Christ,  and  his  apostles,  first  fall  to 
prayer  before  we  admit,  and  send  forth  this  person  presented  to  us, 
to  the  work  whereunto  we  trust  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  called  him. 

Then  shall  be  said  this  prayer  following : 

Almighty  God,  Giver  of  all  good  things,  who  by  thy  Holy  Spirit 
hast  appointed  divers  oflices  in  thy  Church :  mercifully  behold  this 
thy  servant  now  called  to  the  work  and  ministry  of  a  bishop,  and 
replenish  him  so  with  the  truth  of  thy  doctrine,  and  adorn  him  with 
innocency  of  life,  that  both  by  word  and  deed  he  may  faithfully 
serve  thee  in  this  office,  to  the  glory  of  thy  name,  and  the  edifying 
and  well  governing  of  thy  Church,  through  the  merits  of  our 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  liveth  and  reigneth  with  thee,  and  the 
Holy  Ghost,  world  without  end.     Amen. 

Then  the  Bishop  shall  say  to  him  that  is  to  be  consecrated: 

Brother,  forasmuch  as  the  Holy  Scripture  commands  that  we 
should  not  be  hasty  in  laying  on  hands,  and  admitting  any  person 
to  government  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  which  he  hath  purchased 
with  no  less  price  than  the  shedding  of  his  own  blood ;  before  you 
are  admitted  to  this  administration,  you  will,  in  the  fear  of  God, 
give  answer  to  the  questions  which  I  now  propound : 

Are  you  persuaded  that  you  are  truly  called  to  this  ministration, 
according  to  the  will  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ? 

A}isw.  I  am  so  persuaded. 

The  bishop.  Are  you  persuaded  that  the  Holy  Sci'iptures  contain 
sufficiently  all  doctrine  required  of  necessity  for  eternal  salvation, 
through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ?  And  are  you  determined,  out  of 
the  same  Holy  Scriptures,  to  instruct  the  people  committed  to  your 
charge,  and  to  teach  or  maintain  nothing  as  required  of  necessity 
to  eternal  salvation  but  that  which  you  shall  be  persuaded  may  be 
concluded  and  proved  by  the  same  ? 

Answ.  I  am  so  persuaded  and  determined,  by  God's  grace. 
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The  bishop.  Will  yoxi  then  faithfully  exercise  yourself  in  the 
same  Holy  Scriptures,  and  call  upon  God  by  prayer  for  the  true 
understanding  of  the  same,  so  that  you  may  be  able  by  them  to 
teach  and  exhort  with  wholesome  doctrine,  and  to  withstand  and 
convince  the  gainsayers  ? 

A71SW.  I  will  so  do,  by  the  help  of  God. 

The  bishop.  Are  you  ready  with  faithful  diligence  to  banish  and 
drive  away  all  erroneous  and  strange  doctrines  contrary  to  God's 
word,  and  both  privately  and  openly  to  call  upon  and  encourage 
others  to  the  same? 

Answ.  I  am  ready,  the  Lord  being  my  helper. 

The  bishop.  Will  you  deny  all  ungodliness  and  worldly  lust,  and 
live  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly,  in  this  present  world,  that  you 
may  show  yourself  in  all  things  an  example  of  good  works  unto 
others,  that  the  adversary  may  be  ashamed,  having  nothing  to  say 
against  you  ? 

Answ.  I  will  so  do,  the  Lord  being  my  helper. 

The  bishop.  Will  you  maintain  and  set  forward,  as  much  as  shall 
lie  in  you,  quietness,  love,  and  peace,  among  all  men :  and  such  as 
shall  be  unquiet,  disobedient,  and  criminal,  correct  and  punish 
according  to  such  authority  as  you  have  by  God's  word,  and  as 
shall  be  committed  unto  you  ? 

Ayisic.  I  will  so  do,  by  the  help  of  God. 

The  bishop).  Will  you  be  faithful  in  ordaining,  or  laying  hands 
upon  and  sending  others,  and  in  all  the  other  duties  of  your  office  ? 

Arisw.  I  will  so  be,  by  the  help  of  God, 

2he  bishop.  Will  you  show  yourself  gentle,  and  be  merciful 
for  Christ's  sake,  to  poor  and  needy  people,  and  to  all  strangers 
destitute  of  help  ? 

Atisw.  I  will  so  show  myself,  by  God's  help. 

Then  the  Bishop  shaU  say, 

Almighty  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  who  hath  given  you  a  good 
will  to  do  all  these  things,  grant  also  unto  you  strength  and  power 
to  perfoi-m  the  same ;  that  he  accomplishing  in  you  the  good  work 
which  he  hath  begun,  you  may  be  found  blameless  at  the  last  day, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Ame7i. 

Then  shdU  Veni,  Creator  Spiritus,  be  said. 

Come,  Holy  Ghost,  our  souls  inspire, 
And  lighten  with  celestial  fire. 
Thou  the  anointing  Spirit  art, 
Who  dost  thy  sevenfold  gifts  impart. 
Thy  blessed  unction  from  above 
Is  comfort,  life,  aiidfire  of  love. 
Enable  with  perpetual  light 
The  dullness  of  our  blinded  sight  / 
Anoint  and  cheer  our  soiled  face 
With  the  abundance  of  thy  grace; 
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Keep  far  our  foes,  give  peace  at  home ; 
Where  thou  art  Guide^  no  ill  can  come. 
Teach  us  to  know  the  Father,  Son, 
And  thee  of  both  to  be  but  one  ; 
That  through  the  ages  all  along, 
This  may  be  our  endless  song: 
Praise  to  thy  etei'nal  merit, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit. 

That  ended,  the  Bishop  shall  say, 

Lord,  hear  our  prayer. 

Answ.  And  let  our  cry  come  unto  thee. 

Bishop. 

Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  God  and  most  merciful  Father,  who  of  thine  infinite 
goodness  hast  given  thine  only  and  dearly  beloved  Son  Jesus 
Christ  to  be  our  Redeemer,  and  the  author  of  everlasting  life;  who 
after  that  he  had  made  perfect  our  redemption  by  his  death,  and 
was  ascended  into  heaven,  poui-ed  down  his  gifts  abundantly  upon 
men,  making  some  apostles,  some  prophets,  some  evangelists,  some 
pastors  and  teachers,  to  the  edifying  and  making  perfect  of  his 
Church:  grant,  we  beseech  thee,  to  this  thy  servant,  such  grace 
that  he  may  evermore  be  ready  to  spread  abroad  thy  Gospel,  the 
glad  tidings  of  reconciliation  with  thee,  and  use  the  authority  given 
him,  not  to  destruction,  but  to  salvation ;  not  to  hurt,  but  to  help  ; 
so  that  as  a  wise  and  faithful  servant,  giving  to  the  family  their 
portion  in  due  season,  he  may  at  last  be  received  into  everlasting 
joy,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who,  with  thee  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  liveth  and  reigneth,  one  God,  world  without  end.    Amen. 

Then,  tlie  Bishop  and  Elders  present  shall  lay  their  hands  upon  the  head  of  the  elected 
person,  kneeling  before  them,  the  Bishop)  saying, 

The  Lord  pour  upon  thee  the  Holy  Ghost  for  the  office  and  work 
of  a  bishop  in  the  Church  of  God  now  committed  unto  thee  by 
the  authority  of  the  Church  through  the  imposition  of  our  hands, 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Amen.  And  remember  that  thou  stir  up  the  grace  of  God  which 
is  in  thee ;  for  God  hath  not  given  us  the  spirit  of  feai*,  but  of 
power,  and  love,  and  of  a  sound  mind. 

7%en  the  Bishop  shall  deliver  Mm  the  Bible,  saying, 

Give  heed  unto  reading,  exhortation,  and  doctrine.  Think  upon 
the  things  contained  in  this  book.  Be  diligent  in  them,  that  the 
increase  coming  thereby  may  be  manifest  unto  all  men.  Take 
lieed  unto  thyself,  and  to  thy  doctrine  ;  for  by  so  doing  thou  shalt 
both  save  thyself  and  them  that  hear  thee.  Be  to  the  flock  of 
Christ  a  shepherd,  not  a  wolf:  feed  them,  devour  them  not.    Hold 
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up  the  weak,  heal  the  sick,  bind  up  the  broken,  bring  again  the 
outcast,  seek  the  lost,  be  so  merciful  that  you  may  not  be  too 
remiss  ;  so  minister  discipline  that  you  forget  not  mercy ;  that 
when  the  chief  Shepherd  shall  appear,  you  may  receive  the  never- 
fading  crown  of  glory,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,     Amen. 

[Then  the  bishop  shall  administer  the  Lord's  Supper  to  the  newly  consecrated 
bishop  and  other  persons  present.] 

Thtn  shall  be  said  the  following  prayers  : 

Most  merciful  Father,  we  beseech  thee  to  send  down  upon  this 
thy  servant  thy  heavenly  blessing,  and  so  endue  him  with  thy 
Holy  Spirit,  that  he,  preaching  thy  word,  and  exercising  authority 
in  thy  Church,  may  not  only  be  earnest  to  reprove,  beseech,  and 
rebuke  with  all  patience  and  doctrine,  but  also  may  be  to  such  as 
believe  a  wholesome  example  in  word,  in  conversation,  in  love,  in 
faith,  and  in  purity :  that  faithfully  fulfilling  his  coui-se,  at  the  last 
day  he  may  receive  the  crown  of  I'ighteousness  laid  up  by  the 
Lord  the  righteous  Judge,  who  liveth  and  reigneth,  one  God  with 
the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  world  Avithout  end.     Amen. 

Prevent  us,  O  Lord,  in  all  our  doings  with  thy  most  gracious 
favor,  and  further  us  with  thy  continual  help,  that  in  all  our  works 
begun,  continued,  and  ended  in  thee,  we  may  glorify  thy  holy 
name  ;  and  finally,  by  thy  mercy,  obtain  everlasting  life  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

The  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  understanding,  keep  your 
hearts  and  minds  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his 
Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Almighty, 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  among  you,  and 
remain  with  you  always.     Amen. 


in. 

THE    FORM    OF    ORDAtNINC    ELDERS. 

[When  the  day  appointed  by  the  bishop  is  come,  there  shall  be  a  sermon  or  exhorta- 
tion, declaring  the  duty  and  office  of  such  as  come  to  be  admitted  elders  ;  how 
necessary  that  order  is  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  also  how  the  people  ought 
to  esteem  them  in  their  office.] 

After  which,   one  of  the  Elders  shaU  present  unto  the  Bishop  aU  them  that  are  to  be 

ordained,  and  say, 

I  PRESENT  unto  you  these  persons  to  be  ordained  elders. 

Then  their  names  being  read  aloud,  the  Bishop  sTiaU  say  unto  the  people, 

Brethren,  these  are  they  whom  we  purpose,  God  willing,  this 
day  to  ordain  elders.  For  after  due  examination,  we  find  not  to 
the  contrary,  but  that  they  are  lawfully  called  to  this  function  and 
ministry,  and  that  they  are  persons  meet  for  the  same.     But  if 
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there  be  any  of  you  who  knoweth  any  crime  or  impediment  in  any 
of  them,  for  the  which  he  ought  not  to  be  received  into  this  holy 
ministry,  let  him  come  forth  in  the  name  of  God,  and  show  what 
the  crime  or  impediment  is. 

[If  any  crime  or  impediment  be  objected,  the  bishop  shall  surcease  from  ordain- 
ing that  person  untQ  such  time  as  the  party  accused  shall  be  found  clear  of  the 
same.] 

Then  shall  be  said  the  collect,  epistle,  and  gospel,  as  folhweth. 

The  Collect. 

Almighty  God,  Giver  of  all  good  things,  who  by  thy  Holy 
Spirit  hast  appointed  divers  orders  of  ministers  in  thy  Church  ; 
mercifully  behold  these  thy  servants  now  called  to  the  office  of 
elders,  and  replenish  them  so  with  the  truth  of  thy  doctrine,  and 
adorn  them  with  innocency  of  life,  that  both  by  word  and  good 
example  they  may  faithfully  serve  thee  in  this  office,  to  the  glory 
of  thy  name,  and  the  edification  of  thy  Church,  through  the  merits 
of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  liveth  and  reigneth  M'ith  thee 
and  the  Holy  Ghost,  world  withoixt  end.     Ame?i. 

The  Epistle.     Eph.  iv,  7-13. 

Unto  every  one  of  us  is  given  grace  according  to  the  measure 
of  the  gift  of  Christ.  Wherefore  he  saith,  when  he  ascended  up 
on  high,  he  led  captivity  captive,  and  gave  gifts  unto  men.  (Now 
that  he  ascended,  what  is  it  but  that  he  also  descended  first  into 
the  lower  parts  of  the  earth  ?  He  that  descended  is  the  same  also 
that  ascended  up  far  above  all  heavens,  that  he  might  fill  all 
things.)  And  he  gave  some,  apostles ;  and  some,  prophets ;  and 
some,  evangeUsts ;  and  some,  pastors  and  teachers  ;  for  the  per- 
fecting of  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of 
the  body  of  Christ,  till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto 
the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fullness  of  Christ. 

After  this  shall  be  read  for  the  Gospel,  part  of  the  tenth  chapter  of  St.  John. 

St.  John  X,  1-16. 

Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you.  He  that  entereth  not  by  the  door 
into  the  sheepfold,  but  climbeth  up  some  other  way,  the  same  is  a 
thief  and  a  robber.  But  he  that  entereth  in  by  the  door  is  the 
shepherd  of  the  sheep.  To  him  the  porter  openeth,  and  the  sheep 
hear  his  voice,  and  he  calleth  his  own  sheep  by  name,  and  leadeth 
them  out.  And  when  he  putteth  forth  his  own  sheep,  he  goeth 
before  them,  and  the  sheep  follow  him,  for  they  know  his  voice. 
And  a  stranger  will  they  not  follow,  but  will  flee  from  him,  for 
they  know  not  the  voice  of  strangers.  This  parable  spake  Jesua 
unto  them,  but  they  understood  not  what  things  they  were  which 
he  spake  imto  them.     Then  said  Jesus  unto  them  again,  Verily, 
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verily,  I  say  unto  you,  I  am  the  door  of  the  sheep.  All  that  ever 
came  before  me  are  thieves  and  robbers,  but  the  sheep  did  not 
hear  them.  I  am  the  door;  by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  shall  be 
saved,  and  shall  go  in  and  out  and  find  pasture.  The  thief  cometh 
not  but  for  to  steal,  and  to  kill,  and  to  destroy ;  I  am  come  that 
they  might  have  life,  and  that  they  might  have  it  more  abundantly. 
I  am  the  good  shepherd :  the  good  shepherd  giveth  his  life  for  the 
sheep.  But  he  that  is  a  hireling,  and  not  the  shepherd,  whose  own 
the  sheep  are  not,  seeth  the  wolf  coming,  and  leaveth  the  sheep, 
and  fleeth,  and  the  wolf  catcheth  them,  and  scattereth  the  sheep. 
The  hireling  fleeth  because  he  is  a  hireling,  and  careth  not  for  the 
sheep.  I  am  the  good  shepherd,  and  know  my  sheep,  and  am 
known  of  mine.  As  the  Fatker  knoweth  me,  even  so  know  I  the 
Father:  and  I  lay  down  my  life  for  the  sheep.  And  other  sheep 
I  have  which  are  not  of  this  fold  :  them  also  I  must  bring,  and  they 
shall  hear  my  voice,  and  there  shall  be  one  fold  and  one  shepherd. 

Afid  that  done,  the  Bishop  shaU  say  unto  them  as  hereafter  foUoweth  : 

You  have  heard,  brethren,  in  your  private  examination,  and  in 
the  holy  lessons  taken  out  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  writings  of  the 
apostles,  of  what  dignity  and  of  how  great  importance  this  oflice  is 
whereunto  ye  are  called.  And  now  again  we  exhort  you  in  the 
name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  you  have  in  remembrance,  into 
how  high  a  dignity  and  to  how  weighty  an  office  ye  are  called  :  that 
is  to  say,  to  be  messengers,  watchmen,  and  stewards,  of  the  Lord, 
to  teach  and  to  premonish,  to  feed,  and  provide  for  the  Lord's  fam- 
ily, to  gather  the  outcasts,  to  seek  the  lost,  and  to  be  ever  ready  to 
spread  abroad  the  Gospel,  the  glad  tidings  of  reconciliation  with 
God. 

Have  always  therefore  printed  in  your  remembrance  how  great 
a  treasure  is  committed  to  your  charge.  For  they  are  the  sheep 
of  Christ,  which  he  bought  with  his  death,  and  for  whom  he  shed 
his  blood.  The  Church  whom  you  must  serve,  is  his  spouse  and 
his  body.  And  if  it  shall  happen,  the  same  Church,  or  any  member 
thereof,  do  take  any  hurt  or  hinderance  by  reason  of  your  negli- 
gence, ye  know  the  greatness  of  the  fault,  and  also  the  horrible 
punishment  that  will  ensue.  Wherefore  consider  with  yourselves 
the  end  of  the  ministry  toward  the  children  of  God,  toward  the 
spouse  and  body  of  Christ ;  and  see  that  you  never  cease  your 
labor,  your  care  and  diligence,  until  you  have  done  all  that  lieth  in 
you,  according  to  your  bounden  duty,  to  bring  all  such  as  are  or 
shall  be  committed  to  your  charge,  unto  that  agreement  in  the  faith 
and  knowledge  of  God,  and  to  that  ripeness  and  perfectness  of  age 
in  Christ,  that  there  be  no  place  left  among  you,  either  for  error  in 
religion,  or  for  viciousness  in  life. 

Forasmuch  then  as  your  office  is  both  of  so  great  excellency,  and 
of  so  great  difficulty,  ye  see  with  how  great  care  and  study  ye 
ought  to  apply  yourselves,  as  well  that  ye  may  show  yourselves 
dutiful  and  thankful  unto  that  Lord  who  hath  placed  you  in  so  high 
a  dignity ;  as  also  to  beware  that  neither  you  yourselves  offend,  nor 
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be  occasiou  that  others  offend.  Ilowbeit  ye  cannot  have  a  mind 
and  will  thereto  of  yourselves ;  for  that  will  and  ability  is  given  of 
God  alone  ;  therefore  ye  ought,  and  have  need  to  pray  earnestly  for 
his  Holy  Spirit.  And  seeing  that  ye  cannot  by  any  other  means 
compass  the  doing  of  so  weighty  a  work,  pertaining  to  the  salvation 
of  man,  but  with  doctrine  and  exhortation  taken  out  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  with  a  life  agreeable  to  the  same  ;  consider  how 
studious  ye  ought  to  be  in  reading  and  learning  the  Scriptures,  and 
in  framing  the  manners,  both  of  yourselves  and  of  them  that  speci- 
ally pertain  unto  you,  according  to  the  rule  of  the  same  Scriptures  ; 
and  for  this  self-same  cause,  how  ye  ought  to  forsake  and  set  aside 
(as  much  as  you  may)  all  worldly  cares  and  studies. 

We  have  good  hope  that  you  have  all  weighed  and  pondered 
these  things  with  yourselves  long  before  this  time :  and  that  you 
have  clearly  determined,  by  God's  grace,  to  give  yourselves  wholly 
to  this  office,  whereunto  it  hath  pleased  God  to  call  you :  so  that, 
as  much  as  lieth  in  you,  you  will  apply  yourselves  wholly  to  this 
one  thing,  and  draw  all  your  cares  and  studies  this  way,  and  that 
you  will  continually  pray  to  God  the  Father,  by  the  mediation  of 
our  only  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  heavenly  assistance  of  the 
Holy  Ghost ;  that  by  daily  reading  and  weighing  of  the  Scriptures, 
ye  may  wax  riper  and  stronger  in  your  ministry ;  and  that  ye  may 
so  endeavor  to  sanctify  the  lives  of  you  and  yours,  and  to  fashion 
them  after  the  rule  and  doctrine  of  Christ,  that  ye  may  be  whole- 
some and  godly  examples  and  patterns  for  the  people  to  follow. 

And  now  that  this  present  congregation  of  Chi-ist,  here  assem- 
bled, may  also  understand  your  minds  and  wills  in  these  things, 
and  that  this  your  promise  may  the  more  move  you  to  do  your 
duties :  ye  shall  answer  plainly  to  these  things  which  we,  in  the 
name  of  God  and  his  Church,  shall  demand  of  you  touching  the 
same. 

Do  you  think  in  your  heart  that  you  are  truly  called,  according 
to  the  will  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  the  order  of  elders  ? 

Answ.  I  think  so. 

The  bishop.  Are  you  persuaded  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  contain 
sufficiently  all  doctrine  required  of  necessity  for  eternal  salvation 
through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  ?  And  are  you  determined  out  of  the 
said  Scriptures  to  instruct  the  people  committed  to  your  charge,  and 
to  teach  nothing  as  required  of  necessity  to  eternal  salvation,  but 
that  which  you  shall  be  persuaded  may  be  concluded  and  proved  by 
the  Scripture  ? 

Answ.  I  am  so  persuaded,  and  have  so  determined,  by  God's 
grace. 

The  bishop.  Will  you  then  give  your  faithful  diligence  always  so 
to  minister  the  doctrine  and  sacraments,  and  discipline  of  Christ, 
as  the  Lord  hath  commanded  ? 

Ans.  I  will  so  do,  by  the  help  of  the  Lord. 

The  bishop.  Will  you  be  ready  with  all  faithful  diligence  to 
banish  and  drive  away  all  erroneous  and  strange  doctrines  contrary 
to  God'sVord ;  and  to  use  both  public  and  private  monitions  and 
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exhortations,  as  well  to  the  sick  as  to  the  whole  within  your  charge, 
as  need  shall  require  and  occasion  shall  be  given  ? 

Ans,  I  will,  the  Lord  being  my  helper. 

The  bishop.  Will  you  be  diligent  in  prayers,  and  in  reading  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  in  such  studies  as  help  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  same,  laying  aside  the  study  of  the  world  and  the  flesh  ? 

Ans.  I  will  endeavor  so  to  do,  the  Lord  being  my  helper. 

The  bisho]).  Will  you  be  diligent  to  frame  and  fashion  your- 
selves, and  your  families,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  Christ :  and 
to  make  both  yourselves  and  thera,  as  much  as  in  you  lieth,  whole- 
some examples  and  patterns  to  the  flock  of  Christ? 

Ans.  I  will  apply  myself  thereto,  the  Lord  being  my  helper. 

The  bishop.  Will  you  maintain  and  set  forward,  as  much  as 
lieth  in  you,  quietness,  peace,  and  love,  among  all  Christian  people, 
and  especially  among  them  that  are  or  shall  be  committed  to  your 
charge  ? 

Ans.  I  will  so  do,  the  Lord  being  my  helper. 

The  bishop.  Will  you  reverently  obey  your  chief  ministers,  unto 
whom  is  committed  the  charge  and  government  over  you ;  follow- 
ing with  a  glad  mind  and  will  their  godly  admonitions,  submitting 
yourselves  to  their  godly  judgments? 

A?is.  I  will  so  do,  the  Lord  being  my  helper. 

Then  shdU  the  Bishop,  standing  up,  say  : 

Almighty  God,  who  hath  given  you  this  "will  to  do  all  these 
things,  grant  also  unto  you  strength  and  power  to  perform  the 
same ;  that  he  may  accomplish  his  work  which  he  hath  begun  in 
you,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Ame)i. 

[After  this  the  congregation  shall  be  desired  secretly  in  their  prayers  to  make 
their  humble  supplications  to  God  for  all  these  things:  for  the  which  prayers 
there  shall  be  silence  kept  for  a  space.] 

After  which  shdU  he  said  by  the  BisTiop,  {ihe  persons  to  be  ordained  Elders  aM  kneeling,) 
Yeni,  Creator  Spiritus,  the  Bishop  beginning,  and  the  Elders  and  others  that  are 
present  ansiuering  by  verse,  as  followeth : 

Come,  Holy  Ghost,  our  souls  inspire. 
And  lighten  with  celestial  fire. 
Thou  the  anointing  Spirit  art, 
Who  dost  thy  sevenfold  gifts  impart. 
Thy  blessed  unction  from  above 
Is  comfort.,  life.,  and  fire  of  love. 
Enable  with  perpetual  light 
The  dullness  of  our  blinded  sight. 
Anoint  and  cheer  our  soiled  face 
With  the  abundance  of  thy  grace; 
Keep  far  our  foes,  give  peace  at  home ; 
Where  thou  art  G^uide,  no  ill  can  come. 
Teach  us  to  know  the  Father,  Son, 
And  thee  of  both  to  be  but  one; 
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That  through  the  ages  all  along, 
This  may  be  our  endless  song: 
Praise  to  thy  eternal  merit, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit. 

That  done,  the  Bishop  shall  pray  in  this  wise,  and  say, 
Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  God  and  heavenly  Father,  who  of  thine  infinite  love 
and  goodness  toward  us,  hast  given  to  us  thy  only  and  most  dearly 
beloved  Son  Jesus  Christ  to  be  our  Redeemer,  and  the  author  of 
everlasting  life;  who,  after  he  had  made  perfect  our  redemption 
by  his  death,  and  was  ascended  into  heaven,  sent  abroad  into  the 
world  his  apostles,  prophets,  evangelists,  teachei's,  and  pastors,  by 
whose  labor  and  ministry  he  gathered  together  a  great  flock  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  to  set  forth  the  eternal  praise  of  thy  holy  name: 
for  these  so  great  benefits  of.  thy  eternal  goodness,  and  for  that 
thou  hast  vouchsafed  to  call  these  thy  servants  here  present  to  the 
same  office  and  ministry  appointed  for  the  salvation  of  mankind, 
we  render  unto  thee  most  hearty  thanks  :  we  praise  and  worship 
thee ;  and  we  humbly  beseech  thee  by  the  same,  thy  blessed  Son, 
to  grant  unto  all  who  either  here  or  elsewhere  call  upon  thy  name, 
that  we  may  continue  to  show  ourselves  thankful  unto  thee  for 
these,  and  all  other  thy  benefits,  and  that  we  may  daily  increase 
and  go  forward  in  the  knowledge  and  faith  of  thee  and  thy  Son,  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  So  that  as  well  by  these  thy  ministers,  as  by 
them  over  whom  they  shall  be  appointed  thy  ministers,  thy  holy 
name  may  be  forever  glorified,  and  thy  blessed  kingdom  enlarged, 
through  the  same,  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord :  who  liveth  and 
reigneth  with  thee  in  the  unity  of  the  same  Holy  Spirit,  w^rld 
without  end.     Amen. 

When  this  prayer  is  done,  the  Bishop,  with  the  Elders  present,  shall  lay  their  Jiands  sev- 
erally upon  the  head  of  every  one  that  receiveth  the  order  of  Elders;  the  receivers 
humbly  kneeling  upon  tlieir  knees,  and  the  Bishop  saying, 

The  Lord  pour  upon  thee  the  Holy  Ghost  for  the  office  and  work 
of  an  elder  in  the  Church  of  God,  now  committed  unto  thee  by  the 
authority  of  the  Church  through  the  imposition  of  our  hands. 
And  be  thou  a  faithful  dispenser  of  the  word  of  God,  and  of  his 
holy  sacraments  ;  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.     Amen. 

Then  fhe  Bishop  shall  deHver  to  every  one  of  fhem,  kneeling,  (he  Bible  into  his  hands, 

saying. 

Take  thou  authority  as  an  elder  in  the  Church,  to  preach  the 
word  of  God,  and  to  administer  the  holy  sacraments  in  the  congre- 
gation. 

Then  ffie  Bishop  tihdd  say, 

Most  merciful  Father,  we  beseech  thee  to  send  upon  these  thy 
servants  thy  heavenly  blessings,  that  they  may  be  clothed  with 

31 
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righteousness,  and  that  thy  word  spoken  by  their  mouths  may  have 
such  success,  that  it  may  never  be  spoken  in  vain.  Grant  also  that 
we  may  have  grace  to  hear  and  receive  what  they  shall  deliver  out 
of  thy  most  holy  word,  or  agreeably  to  the  same,  as  the  means  of 
our  salvation ;  and  that  in  all  our  words  and  deeds  we  may  seek 
thy  glory,  and  the  increase  of  thy  kingdom,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.     Amen. 

Prevent  us,  O  Lord,  in  all  our  doings,  with  thy  most  gracious 
favor,  and  further  us  with  thy  continual  help,  that  in  all  our  works 
begun,  continued,  and  ended  in  thee,  we  may  glorify  thy  holy 
name,  and  finally,  by  thy  mercy,  obtain  everlasting  life,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen, 

The  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  understanding,  keep  your 
hearts  and  minds  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his 
Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Almighty, 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  among  you,  and 
remain  with  you  always.     Amen. 

*^*  [If  on  the  same  day  the  order  of  deacons  be  given  to  some,  and  that  of 
elders  to  others,  the  deacons  shall  be  first  presented,  and  then  the  elders.  The 
collects  shall  both  be  used :  first  that  for  deacons,  then  that  for  Elders.  The  epistle 
shall  be  Ephes.  iv,  7  to  13,  as  before  in  this  office :  immediately  trfter  whicli,  they 
that  are  to  be  ordained  deacons  shall  be  examined  and  ordained  as  is  above  pre- 
scribed. Then  one  of  them  having  read  the  Gospel,  which  shall  be  St.  John  x,  1, 
as  before  in  this  oflSce ;  they  that  are  to  be  ordained  elders  shall  likewise  be  exam- 
ined and  ordained,  as  in  this  office  before  appointed.] 


lY. 

THE  FORM  OF  ORDAINING  DEACONS. 

[When  the  day  appointed  by  the  bishop  is  come,  there  shall  be  a  sermon  or 
exhortation,  declaring  the  duty  and  office  of  such  as  come  to  be  admitted  dea- 
cons.] 

A/ier  which,  one  of  the  Elders  shxill  present  unto  the  Bishop  the  persons  to  be  ordained 
Deacons,  and  their  names  being  read  aloud,  the  Bishop  shall  say  unto  the  people  : 

Brethren,  if  there  be  any  of  you  who  knoweth  any  crime  or 
impediment  in  any  of  these  persons  presented  to  be  ordained  dea- 
cons, for  the  which  he  ought  not  to  be  admitted  to  that  office,  let 
him  come  forth  in  the  name  of  God,  and  show  what  the  crime  or 
impediment  is. 

[If  any  crime  or  impediment  be  objected,  the  bishop  shall  surcease  from  ordaining 
that  person,  until  such  tune  as  the  party  accused  shall  be  found  clear  of  the 
same.] 

TTien  shaU  be  read  the  foUomng  Collect  and  Epistle  : 


I 
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The  Collect. 

Almighty  God,  who  by  thy  divine  Providence  hast  appointed 
divers  orders  of  ministers  in  thy  Church,  and  didst  inspire  thy 
apostles  to  choose  into  the  order  of  deacons  thy  first  martyr,  St. 
Stephen,  with  others  :  mercifully  behold  these  thy  servants,  now 
called  to  the  like  office  and  administration  ;  replenish  them  so  with 
the  truth  of  thy  doctrine,  and  adorn  them  with  innocency  of  life, 
that  both  by  word  and  good  example  they  may  faithfully  serve 
thee  in  this  office  to  the  glory  of  thy  name,  and  the  edification  of 
thy  Church,  through  the  merits  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who 
liveth  and  reigneth  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost  now  and 
forever.     Amen. 

The  Epistle.     1  Tim.  iii,  8-13. 

Likewise  must  the  deacons  be  grave,  not  double  tongued,  not 
given  to  much  wine,  not  greedy  of  filthy  lucre  ;  holding  the  mys- 
tery of  the  faith  in  a  pure  conscience.  And  let  these  also  first  be 
proved ;  then  let  them  use  the  office  of  a  deacon,  being  found 
blameless.  ^Even  so  must  their  wives  be  grave,  not  slanderers, 
sober,  faithful  in  all  things.  Let  the  deacons  be  the  husbands  of 
one  wife,  ruling  their  children  and  their  own  houses  well.  For 
they  that  have  used  the  office  of  a  deacon  well,  purchase  to  them- 
selves a  good  degree,  and  great  boldness  in  the  faith  Avhich  is  in 
Christ  Jesus. 

Then  shall  the  Bishop  examine  every  one  of  those  who  are  to  he  ordained,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  people,  after  this  manner  following : 

Do  you  trust  that  you  are  inwardly  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost 
to  take  upon  you  the  office  of  the  ministry  in  the  Church  of  Christ, 
to  serve  God  for  the  promoting  of  his  glory  and  the  edifying  of  his 
people  ? 

Ans.  I  trust  so. 

The  bishop.  Do  you  unfeignedly  believe  all  the  canonical  Scrip- 
tures of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  ? 

A71S.  I  do  believe  them. 

The  bishop.  Will  you  diligently  read  or  expound  the  same  unto 
the  people  whom  you  shall  be  appointed  to  serve  ? 

Ans.  I  will. 

The  bishop.  It  appertaineth  to  the  office  of  a  deacon  to  assist  the 
elder  in  divine  service.  And  especially  when  he  ministereth  the 
holy  communion,  to  help  him  in  the  distribution  thereof,  and  to 
read  and  expound  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  to  instruct  the  youth,  and 
to  baptize.  And  furthermore,  it  is  his  office  to  search  for  the  sick, 
poor,  and  impotent,  that  they  may  be  visited  and  relieved.  Will 
you  do  this  gladly  and  willingly  ? 

Ans.  I  will  do  so  by  the  help  of  God. 

The  bishop.  Will  you  apply  all  your  diligence  to  frame  and  fhsh- 
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ion  your  own  lives  (and  the  lives  of  your  families)  according  to 
the  doctrine  of  Christ ;  and  to  make  (both)  yourselves,  (and  them,) 
as  much  as  in  you  lieth,  wholesome  examples  of  the  flock  of 
Christ  ? 

A71S.  I  will  do  so,  the  Lord  being  my  helper. 

The  bishop.  Will  you  reverently  obey  them  to  whom  the  charge 
and  government  over  you  is  committed,  following  with  a  glad 
mind  and  will  their  godly  admonitions  ? 

Ans.  I  will  endeavor  so  to  do,  the  Lord  being  my  helper. 

Then  the  Bishop,  laying  his  hands  severally  upon  the  head  of  every  one  of  (hem,  shall 

say, 

Take  thou  authority  to  execute  the  office  of  a  Deacon  in  the 
Church  of  God ;  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.    Amen. 

Then  shaU  the  Bishop  deliver  to  every  one  of  them  the  Holy  Bible,  saying. 

Take  thou  authority  to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  the  Church 
of  God,  and  to  preach  the  same. 

Then  one  appointed  hy  the  Bishop  shall  read  the  GospeL 

Luke  xii,  35-38. 

Let  your  loins  be  girded  about,  and  your  lights  burning,  and  ye 
yourselves  like  unto  men  that  wait  for  their  Lord,  when  he  will 
return  from  the  wedding,  that  when  he  cometh  and  knocketh,  they 
may  open  unto  him  immediately.  Blessed  are  those  servants 
whom  the  Lord  when  he  cometh  shall  find  watching.  Verily  I 
say  unto  you,  that  he  shall  gird  himself,  and  make  them  to  sit 
down  to  meat,  and  will  come  forth  and  serve  them.  And  if  he 
shall  come  in  the  second  watch,  or  come  in  the  third  watch,  and 
find  them  so,  blessed  are  those  sei^'ants. 

Immediately  hefort  the  benediction  shall  he  said  these  collects  fallowing ; 

Almighty  God,  Giver  of  all  good  things,  who  of  thy  great 
goodness  hast  vouchsafed  to  accept  and  take  these  thy  servants 
into  the  office  of  deacons  in  thy  Churdb ;  make  them,  we  beseech 
thee,  O  Lord,  to  be  modest,  humble,  and  constant  in  their  minis- 
tration, and  to  have  a  ready  will  to  observe  all  spiritual  disci- 
pline; that  they  having  always  the  testimony  of  a  good  con- 
science, and  continuing  ever  stable  and  strong  in  thy  Son  Christ, 
may  so  well  behave  themselves  in  this  inferior  office,  that  they 
may  be  found  worthy  to  be  called  into  the  higher  ndnistries  in  thy 
Church,  through  the  same,  thy  Son  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  to 
whom  be  glory  and  honor,  world  without  end.    Amen. 

Prevent  us,  O  Lord,  in  all  our  doings,  with  thy  most  gracious 
favor,  and  further  us  with  thy  continual  help ;  that  in  all  our 
works,  begun,  continued,  and  ended  in  thee,  we  may  glorify  thy 
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holy  name,  and  finally,  by  thy  mercy,  obtain  everlasting  life, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

The  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  understanding,  keep  your 
hearts  and  minds  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his 
Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  And  the  blessing  of  God  Almighty, 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  among  you,  and 
remain  with  you  always.     Amen. 

Respectfully  submitted,  F.  G-  Hibbaed,  Chairman. 


STATE  or  THE  WORK  AMONG  THE  PEOPLE  OF  COLOR. 

Y,  I.— Joarnal,  pages  184,  252. 

REPORT  NO,  I  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON   THE  STATE 
OF  THE  WORK  AMONG  THE  PEOPLE  OF  COLOR. 

We,  a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Work 
among  the  People  of  Color,  after  as  careful  an  examination  of  the 
subject  as  we  could  well  give  it  from  the  data  at  our  command, 
have  reached  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  facts  and  con- 
clu^ons : 

i.  Though,  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  coimtry,  we  have 
no  means  of  a-seeilainiag  the  exact  number  of  our  colored  mem- 
bers aiad  attendants  on  the  ministrations  of  our  Church,  yet  from 
former  statistics  we  are  impressed  that  they  are  not  inconsiderable. 
The  bishops  in  their  address  to  the  General  Conference  of  1856, 
stated  that  in  the  Border  Slave  States  alone  there  was  a  colored  mem- 
bership, including  probationers,  of  about  27,000,  with  the  attendants 
upon  our  ministry,  making  a  probable  population  of  upward  of 
100,000-  This  statement  they  substantially  reaffirmed  in  their  ad- 
dress to  the  General  Conference  of  1860.  When,  with  the  close 
of  the  present  rebellion,  these  scattered  sheep  shall  have  been  gath- 
ered agaio,  we  think  it  probable  that  an  advance  upon  the  above 
exhibit  of  numbers  will  result. 

2.  The  war,  in  breaking  the  fetters  of  oppression  everywhere,  is 
appealing  aaother  asd  a  larger  class  to  the  prompt  and  efficient 
missionary  enterprise  of  the  Church.  That  portion  of  them  who 
have  been  until  recently  under  the  care  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  will,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  seek  a  home  with  some 
other  branch  of  the  Methodist  family;  all  will  need  religious  in- 
struction and  eedesiastical  oversight. 

3.  As  a  Church  we  have  never  sought,  do  not  now  seek  to  ignore 
our  duty  to  the  colored  population.  A  persistent  testimony 
against  oppression  on  our  part  has  been  accomjjanied  by  earnest 
effort  for  the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  the  oppressed. 
Nor  has  our  labor  been  in  vain  in  the  Lord.     Public  sentiment  owes 
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much  of  its  present  high  moral  tone  on  the  subject  of  slavery  to  the 
testimony  we  have  borne  against  it,  and  among  no  people  in  pro- 
portion to  population  have  we  had  more  seals  to  our  ministry  than 
among  the  slaves. 

Deprivation,  by  circumstances  beyond  our  control,  of  our  appro- 
priate jurisdiction  over  the  extreme  Southern  slave,  has  not 
destroyed  our  s}Tnpathy  for  him,  nor  lessened  our  disposition  to 
•welcome  him  back  to  our  protection. 

4.  If  it  be  a  principle  patent  to  Christian  enterprise  that  the  mis- 
sionary field  itself  must  produce  the  most  efficient  missionaries,  our 
colored  local  preachers  are  peculiarly  important  to  us  at  this  time. 
With  these  properly  marshaled,  what  hindereth  that  we  go  down 
and  possess  the  land  ? 

5.  But  how  can  they  ^y^  properly  marshaled  ?  Shall  they  be  ad- 
vised to  seek  a  union  with  some  one  of  the  several  independent 
African  Methodist  Churches  of  this  country  under  the  assurance 
that  the  patronage  of  our  Church  shall,  for  the  more  perfect  com- 
mand of  this  interesting  field,  be  extended  to  the  union  when 
efiected  ?  Or  shall  they  remain  as  local  preachers^  to  be  employed 
by  the  presiding  elders  where  their  services  may  be  needed  ?  Or 
shall  the  doors  of  the  existing  Annual  Conferences  be  thrown  open 
to  them  ?  Or  shall  they  be  organized  into  Mission  Conferences, 
with  a  view  to  test  and  develop  their  adaptation  to  this  peculiar 
work? 

6.  In  reply  to  these  questions  we  are  somewhat  prepared  to  speak 
advisedly,  having  direct  infonnation  from  delegates  to  the  General 
Conference  familiar  with  this  work;  from  intelligent  and  trust- 
worthy local  preachers  who  have  been  deputed  by  the  colored 
charges  in  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  the  District  of  Columbia  to 
represent  them  before  the  committee ;  and  from  various  memorials 
setting  forth  the  wishes  of  onr  colored  members. 

From  these  sources  we  gather  the  following  facts : 

(1)  Our  colored  members,  ministers,  and  laymen  feel  that 
the  times  are  auspicious  to  the  development  of  their  mental  and 
moral  power,  and  request  from  us  the  facilities  necessary  to  this 
end. 

(2)  A  colored  pastorate  they  recognize  as  among  the  most  im- 
portant of  these  facilities,  securing  to  them  a  ministry  adapted  to 
theii*  wants,  encouraging  their  young  men  to  enter  the  ministerial 
field,  and  offering  motive  and  opportunity  for  general  ministerial 
advancement. 

(3)  They  do  not,  however,  propose  to  secure  this  by — indeed  they 
are  utterly  opposed  to — separation  from  our  Church,  either  with  a 
view  to  a  union  with  another,  or  to  independent  organization. 
With  such  a  feeling  on  their  part  the  General  Conference  cannot 
consistently  with  its  own  responsibility,  with  their  constitutional 
rights,  or  with  any  decent  recognition  of  their  loyalty  to  our 
Church  in  all  the  troubles  thiough  which,  on  their  account,  she  has 
passed,  adopt  any  measure  which  shall,  even  indirectly,  look  to 
such  a  result. 
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(4)  Conference  organization  is  asked  for  from  two  quarters; 
other  memorials  urge  that  the  requests  should  be  granted.  The 
local  ministers  who  have  been  before  us  have  shown  deep  solicitude 
in  this  direction. 

7.  From  this  exhibit  of  facts  two  convictions  are  natural,  narae- 
♦  ly :  we  must  retain  the  oversight  of  this  people — we  must  give 
them  efficient  colored  pastors. 

To  retain  these  pastors  as  mere  local  preachers,  subject  to  appoint- 
ment by  white  presiding  elders,  will  impair  rather  than  increase 
their  efficiency — will  promote  Congregationalism  among  them, 
rather  than  itinerant  missionary  enterprise. 

To  propose  their  incorporation  with  the  existing  Annual  Confer- 
ences will  be  attended  with  difficulties  too  formidable  every  way  to 
be  readily  disposed  of,  and  the  delay  incident  to  such  a  proposition 
is  incompatible  with  the  urgent  requirements  of  the  times. 

In  view  of  these  considerations  we  recommend  to  the  General 
Conference  for  adoption  the  following 

PREAMBLE    AND    RESOLUTIONS: 

Whereas,  In  the  present  circumstances  of  our  country,  the  colored 
people  occupy  a  position  of  peculiar  interest,  appealing  to  our 
Chiistian  sympathy,  and  in\iting  our  missionary  enterprise  ;  and 

Whereas,  This  enterprise  cannot  now  be  made  efficient  by  the 
policy  of  our  Church  hitherto  pursued  toward  them,  and  special 
measures  have  therefore  become  necessary ;  and 

Whereas,  The  exigencies  of  the  case  require  to  efficiency  prompt 
action ;  therefore  be  it 

1.  Resolved,  By  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  Conference  assembled,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  our 
Church  to  encourage  colored  pastorates  for  colored  people  wherever 
practicable,  and  to  contribute  to  their  efficiency  by  every  means  in 
our  power. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  efficiency  of  said  pastorates  can  be  best 
promoted  by  distinct  confei-ence  organizations,  and  that  therefore 
the  bishops  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  organize  among 
our  colored  ministers,  for  the  benefit  of  our  colored  members  and 
population.  Mission  Conferences  —  one  or  more  —  where  in  their 
godly  judgment  the  exigencies  of  the  work  may  demand  it;  and 
should  more  than  one  be  organized,  to  determine  their  boundaries 
until  the  meeting  of  the  next  General  Conference,  said  conference 
or  conferences  to  possess  all  the  powers  usual  to  Mission  Annual 
Conferences.  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  resolution  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  impair  the  existing  constitutional  rights  of  our  colored 
liiembers  on  the  one  hand,  or  to  forbid,  on  the  other,  the  transfer 
of  white  ministers  to  said  conference  or  conferences  where  it  may 
be  practicable  and  deemed  necessary. 

3.  Resolved,  That  our  General  Missionary  Committee  be  re- 
quested to  take  into  careful  consideration  the  condition  of  our  col- 
ored people,  and  should  conferences  be  organized  among  them, 
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make  to  them — consistently  with  other  demands  upon  its  funds — 
such  appropriations  as  may  be  essential  to  success. 

Signed  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

J.  M'Kexdree  Reeley,  Chairman. 

Adam  Wallace,  Secretary. 
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REPORT  NO.  II  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  STATE 
OF  THE  WORK  AMONG  THE  PEOPLE  OF  COLOR. 

The  following  resolution,  referred  first  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals,  was,  upon  the  recommendation  of  said  committee,  referred 
by  the  General  Conference  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Work  among  the  People  of  Color,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  there  exists  in  the  laws  of  our  Church  any  obstacle 
to  the  reception  into  the  various  Annual  Conferences  of  as  many 
colored  preachers  as  will  supply  the  colored  Churches  established 
or  to  be  established  among  us. 

We,  the  Committee  to  whom  this  subject  was  finally  referred, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  we  are  not  aware  of  any  legal  obstacle  to 
the  reception  of  colored  preachers  into  our  Annual  Conferences. 

J.  M'Kendeee  Reilet,  Chairman, 

Adam  Wallace,  Secretary. 


LOCAL   PREACHERS^   ASSOCIATION. 

Z|  I. — Journal,  page  184. 

MEMORIAL    OF    THE    NATIONAL    ASSOCIATION    OF 
LOCAL    PREACHERS. 

Philadelphia,  May  19,  1864. 
To  THE  Bishops  A?a>  Members  op  the  General  CoxFERE:ycE 
OP  THE  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Respected  Fathers  a>'d  Brethren, — The  sixth  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  "  National  Association  of  Local  Preachers  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church"  assembled  in  Philadelphia  in  October  last. 

Among  other  proceedings  the  undersigned  were  appointed  to 
visit  your  body,  and  express  to  you  "  our  fraternal  feelings,  and 
constant  devotion  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church." 

It  afibrds  the  undersigned  great  pleasure  to  be  the  medium  of 
communication,  and  especially  on  account  of  the  pleasant  relations 
which  exist  between  the  itinerant  and  local  ministers  of  our  Church. 
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Our  annual  assemblies  have  been  occasions  of  great  spiritual 
intci'est,  and  marked  with  the  presence  and  lavor  of  God. 

The  objects  of  our  Association  are  few  and  simple  in  tlieir  char- 
acter. We  desire  to  form  acquaintance  with  our  local  bretliren 
throughout  our  country,  to  counsel  with  each  other  as  to  the  best 
methods  of  improving  our  piety  and  usefulness,  and  mingle  in 
religious  devotions  with  each  other. 

We  are  ardently  attached  to  the  doctrines  and  discipline  of  otir 
Church,  and  also  to  the  unity  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Our  Association  requested  our  respected  bishops  to  suggest  to 
the  several  Annual  Conferences  the  propriety  of  inserting  in  their 
printed  Minutes  the  names  and  post-office  address  of  the  local 
preachers  connected  with  each  Annual  Conference. 

Our  thanks  are  tendered  to  the  bishops,  and  also  to  those  Con- 
ferences who  promptly  complied  with  our  request. 

We  would  now  respectfully  ask  of  the  General  Conference  the 
insertion  of  a  rule  in  our  Discipline  providing  for  the  regular  pub- 
lication in  the  Minutes  of  the  name  and  post-office  address  of  each 
local  preacher,  designating  whether  licensed,  deacon  or  elder. 

We  believe  such  publication  would  promote  the  efficiency  of 
local  preachers,  their  circumspection  of  conduct,  and  devotion  to 
God. 

It  would  also  be  desirable  if  brief  memoirs  of  deceased  local 
preachers  could  be  preserved  in  the  recoi'ds  of  the  Church. 

The  future  historian  of  American  Methodism  would  be  provided 
with  valuable  material  for  the  history  of  the  dealings  of  God  with 
Methodism  on  this  continent. 

Praying  most  devoutly  that  the  God  of  Wesley  and  Asbury  may 
direct  your  important  deliberations,  we  are  your  fellow-laborers  in 
Christ  Jesus, 

George  C.  M.  Roberts,  of  Baltimore. 
Isaac  P.  Cook,  " 

Thomas  T.  Tasker,  Sr.,  of  Philadelphia. 
T.  F.  Stuart,  of  Burlington,  Vt. 
Wm.  H.  Kincaid,  of  Pittsburgh. 


Zy  II. — Journal,  page  256. 
REPLY  TO  THE  LOCAL  PREACHERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the 
National  Association  of  Local  Preachers,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  response  to  their  communication,  namely : 

Dear  Brethren, — The  letter  of  your  representatives — Revs. 
George  C.  M.  Roberts,  Isaac  P.  Cook,  Thomas  T.  Tasker,  Jr., 
T.  F.  Stewart,  and  William  H.  Kincaid— has  been  received  by  us. 
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It  gives  us  great  satisfaction  to  know  that  our  local  brethren 
as  a  body  are  not  only  sound  in  doctrine,  but  in  their  feelings 
strongly  attached  to  the  economy  and  institutions  of  our  beloved 
Church.  You  are  our  brethren  beloved,  our  helpers  and  fellow- 
laborers  in  the  vineyard  of  our  Lord. 

Though  the  sphere  in  which  you  exercise  your  ministry  differs 
in  some  of  its  circumstances  from  that  in  which  we  are  called  to 
labor,  the  ministry  is  the  same.  While,  in  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  the  Church,  we  are  subject  to  frequent  changes,  and  sow  the 
precious  seed  in  new  and  often  widely  distant  fields,  you,  in  your 
local  sphere,  tell  the  story  of  the  cross,  and  whisper  the  name  of 
Jesus  in  the  ears  of  your  sick  and  dying  neighbors. 

In  your  letter  to  us  you  say  that  "  one  of  the  objects  of"  your 
"  Association  is  to  counsel  with  each  other  as  to  the  best  methods 
of  improving  your  piety  and  usefulness."  With  this  object  kept 
constantly  in  view,  and  practically  developed,  your  Association 
cannot  fail  of  contributing  in  a  high  degree  to  the  power  and  suc- 
cess of  your  ministry.  Deep  and  earnest  piety  is  the  foundation 
element  in  ministerial  character.  Without  this,  all  merely  human 
qualifications  must  fall  far  short  of  securing  the  high  and  holy  ends 
of  the  Gospel  ministry.  We  exhort  you,  therefore,  dear  brethren, 
to  seek  earnestly  the  highest  attainments  in  the  spiritual  life. 
May  you  be  able  to  say,  with  St.  Paul  and  the  early  Christians, 
*'  None  of  us  liveth  to  himself,  and  no  man  dieth  to  himself.  For, 
whether  we  live,  we  live  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  whether  we  die,  we 
die  unto  the  Lord  ]  whether  we  live,  therefore,  or  die,  we  are  the 
Lord's." 

Next  to  personal  consecration  to  God  of  both  heart  and  life, 
we  recommend  to  you,  as  a  means  of  increasing  usefulness,  the  con- 
stant reading  and  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  such  other 
books  as  will  enable  you  clearly  and  forcibly  to  expound  the  word 
of  God  to  your  congregations,  and  make  you  skillful  in  winning 
souls  to  Christ. 

In  your  letter  you  assure  us  of  your  loyalty,  not  only  to  the 
Church,  but  to  the  "  unity  and  government  of  the  United  States 
of  America."  It  is  gratifying  to  us  to  receive  this  assurance  from 
you  ;  not  that  it  was  needed  by  us  as  a  ground  of  confidence  in 
your  loyalty,  but  it  is  fitting  that  you,  as  a  large  and  influential 
class  of  ministers,  should  put  yourselves  on  the  record  with  us,  at 
this  time  of  the  nation's  peril,  as  of  unquestioned  loyalty.  Many 
brave  hearts  and  strong  arms  have  gone  forth  from  your  ranks  to 
fight  the  nation's  battles.  No  Church  can  give  stronger  evidence 
of  loyalty  than  is  given  by  this  which  we  represent. 

The  blood  of  our  brethren  crimsons  every  battle-field  of  the 
nation. 

In  conclusion,  dear  brethren,  we  assure  you  we  can  never  be 
indifferent  to  anything  which  concerns  your  individual  happiness, 
or  contributes  in  any  degree  to  your  success  in  the  ministry  you 
have  received  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

Gabdner  Baker,  Chairman. 
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Your  committee  further  report  the  following  resolution  for 
adoption  by  the  General  Conference,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Annual  Conferences  that 
they  publish  in  their  Conference  Minutes  annually  the  names 
and  post-office  address  of  all  the  local  preachers  within  their 
bounds,  designating  whether  the  preacher  is  an  elder,  deacon,  or 
only  licensed. 

And  also  that,  when  practicable,  they  publish  in  the  Minutes 
brief  obituary  notices  of  our  local  brethren  who  have  died  during 
the  year.  Gardner  Baker,   Chairman. 


CHURCH    EXTENSION. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COJNBIITTEE  OX  A  CHURCH  EXTEN- 
SION SOCIETY. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  and  report  some  method  by 
■which  societies  in  the  newer  and  feebler  portions  of  our  vast  field 
may  be  assisted  in  seciiring  suitable  houses  of  religious  worship, 
having  carefully  considered  the  subject  to  them  committed,  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  report : 

Your  committee  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  great  import- 
ance of  the  end  proposed.  The  country  we  occupy  is  one  of  vast 
extent  and  inexhaustible  resources,  and,  by  the  advance  of  immi- 
gration and  the  hand  of  industry,  "  the  wilderness  and  the  solitary 
place "  are  soon  made  to  "  bud  and  blossom  as  the  rose."  It  is 
in  every  respect  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Church,  with 
all  her  agencies  of  Christian  power,  should  keep  pace  with  the 
genei'al  progress. 

Methodism,  with  her  itinerant  ministry  and  missionary  spirit  and 
■work,  has  always  held  the  advance.  The  first  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel in  the  cabin  and  the  school-house,  we  should  also  have  been 
first  in  procuring  church  property  and  erecting  suitable  houses  of 
public  worship,  that  we  might  thereby  permanently  establish  our- 
selves in  every  growing  village,  town,  and  city.  But  hitherto  we 
have  had  no  method  by  which  the  whole  Church  could  be  united  in 
this  important  work.  Though  our  Church  is  pre-eminent  for  its 
denominational  unity  and  comprehensive  Christian  sympathy,  yet 
to  this  hour  the  weaker  portions  have  been  left,  for  the  care  of  this 
important  interest,  to  their  own  weakness.  They  have  struggled 
nobly  to  build  up  and  establish  our  common  cause,  until,  in  many 
instances,  overwhelmed  with  debt,  they  have  been  compelled  to  beg 
assistance  from  the  stronger  or  lose  all  they  had  already  done. 
Meantime  other  Churches  have,  with  the  aid  of  a  general  fund 
upon  which  they  have  been  enabled  to  draw  for  the  erection  of 
suitable  houses  of  worship,  in  many  cases  come  in  and  supplanted 
us  in  communities  to  which  we  had  borne  the  Gospel  before  them. 
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Your  committee  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  this  General 
Conference  should  provide  some  method  of  relief  The  interests 
involved  are  those  of  the  whole  Church.  It  is,  therefore,  eminently 
proper  that  the  representatives  of  the  whole  Church  should  take 
such  action  as  the  circumstances  require. 

We  are  not  wholly  insensible  to  the  difficulties  which  beset  an 
enterprise  of  such  magnitude ;  but  happily  the  end  proposed  is  so 
essentially  missionary  in  every  feature,  that  we  may  avail  our- 
selves of  the  experience  and  plans  of  the  Church  in  her  mis- 
sionary labors. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  for  adoption 
the  following  resolutions  : 

Hesolved,  1.  That  this  General  Conference  proceed  at  once  to 
organize  a  Church  Extension  Society,  and  in  order  thereto  adopt 
the  following 

CONSTITUTION    OF    THE    CHURCH    EXTENSION    SOCIETY   OF 
THE    METHODIST    EPISCOPAL   CHURCH. 

ARTICLE   I. 

This  association,  denominated  "The  Church  Extension"  Soci- 
ety OF  THE  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  is  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  several  Annual  Conferences  to  extend  and 
establish  our  Christian  influence  and  power  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Territories  by  aiding,  wherever  necessary,  to  secure 
suitable  houses  of  public  worship  and  such  other  church  property 
aa  may  promote  the  general  design. 

article  II. 

The  payment  of  twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  constitute  a 
member  for  life.  Any  person  paying  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
at  one  time  into  the  treasury  shall  be  an  honorary  manager  for  life ; 
amd  the  contribution  of  five  hundred  dollars  shall  constitute  the 
donor  an  honorary  patron  for  life ;  both  of  whom  shall  be  entitled 
to  a  seat  and  the  right  of  speaking,  but  not  of  voting,  in  the  Board 
of  Managers. 

ARTICLE   III. 

The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  three  Vice-Pres- 
idents, a  Corresponding  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Assistant  Treasurer, 
and  Recording  Secretary. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  management  and  disposition  of  the  affairs  and  property  of 
this  Society  shall  be  vested  in  a  Board  of  Managers,  consisting  of 
twenty-five  laymen,  all  being  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
iChurch,  and  so  many  clerical  members,  not  exceeding  that  number, 
as  shall  be  determined  at  each  annual  meeting  called  for  that  pur- 
pose, each  of  whom  shall  be  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  all  of  whom,  both  the  lay  and  clerical  members,  shall 
be  elected  at  the  said  annual  meeting. 
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AETICLE   V,  X, 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  be  appointed  by  the  General 
Conference.  He  shall  reside  in  the  <;ity  of  Philadelphia,  and  con- 
duct the  correspondence  of  the  Society  luider  the  direction  of  the 
Board.  He  shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  by  whom  his  salary  is  to  be  fixed  and  paj<l. 
He  shall  be  exclusively  employed  in  conducting  tlie  correspondence 
of  the  Society,  and,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  in  promoting 
its  general  interests  by  traveling  or  otherwise.  Should  his  office 
become  vacant  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  Board  shall 
have  power  to  provide  for  the  duties  of  the  office  until  the  bishops, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  fill  the  vacancy. 

ARTICLE   VI. 

The  Board  shall  have  authority  to  appoint  all  the  officers  required 
by  the  charter,  and  to  make  by-laws  for  regulating  its  own  pro- 
ceedings ;  to  appropriate  money  to  defray  incidental  expenses ;  fill 
vacancies  that  may  occur  in  their  own  body  during  the  year ;  and 
shall  present  a  statement  of  its  transactions  and  funds  to  the  Society 
at  its  annual  meeting,  and  also  shall  lay  before  the  General  Confer- 
ence a  report  of  its  transactions  for  the  four  preceding  years,  and 
the  state  of  its  funds. 

AETICLE   VII. 

The  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers  and  managers 
shall  be  held  on  the  in  November,  in  the  city  of  Phil- 

adelphia, and  the  term  of  the  service  of  the  officers  and  managers 
so  elected  shall  commence  January  1st  following. 

AKTICLK  vin. 

At  all  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Board,  the  President, 
or  in  his  absence  the  Vice-President  first  on  the  list  then  present, 
and  in  the  absence  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents  a  member  appointed 
by  the  meeting  for  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

AETICLE    IX. 

Twenty-one  members  at  each  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  nine  at 
each  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  shall  be  a  quorum. 

AETICLE  X. 

The  minutes  of  each  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  meeting  at  which  the  minutes  are  read  and  approved. 

AETICLE   XI. 

It  is  recommended  that  within  the  bounds  of  each  Annual  Con- 
ference there  be  established  a  Conference  Church  Extension  Soci- 
ety, auxiliary  to  this  association,  under  such  regulations  as  the 
Conferences  respectively  may  prescribe. 
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AETiCLE  xn. 

Any  auxiliary  society  or  donor  may  designate  the  society  or  so- 
cieties to  which  they  desire  any  part  or  the  whole  of  the  donation 
by  them  made  to  be  appropriated,  which  special  designation  shall 
be  publicly  acknowledged  by  the  Board.  But  in  the  event  that 
more  funds  should  be  raised  for  any  particular  society  or  object 
than  is  necessary,  or  than  have  been  appropriated  by  the  General 
Committee,  the  surplus  shall  be  at  the  disposal  of  this  Society  for  its 
general  purposes. 

AETICLE    xin. 

The  Annual  Conferences  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  districts 
as  there  are  effective  superintendents,  and  there  shall  be  a  commit- 
tee eonsisting  of  one  from  each  district,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
bishops,  and  to  be  called  the  General  Committee.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  this  committee  to  meet  annually,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, between  the  1st  and  20th  of  November,  as  shall  be  determined 
by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  to  act  jointly  with 
the  Board  of  Managers,  the  CoiTesponding  Secretary,  and  the  Treas- 
ui*er,  in  fixing  the  amounts  which  may  be  donated  and  loaned 
during  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  division  of  said  amounts  among 
the  several  Annual  Conferences  and  societies  applying  for  aid. 
Said  committee,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Board,  shall  determine 
the  amounts  for  which  each  bishop  may  draw,  to  be  donated  and 
loaned  respectively  within  the  limits  of  those  Conferences  over 
which  he  shall  preside,  and  he  shall  not  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for 
more  than  said  amount;  and  in  no  case  shall  money  be  donated  or 
loaned  to  any  society  if  after  such  donation  or  loan  there  shall 
remain  any  legal  encumbrance  or  claim  against  the  property  to  be 
secured,  except  only  such  as  may  be  held  by  this  Society. 

Should  any  of  the  members  of  said  General  Committee,  in  the 
interval  of  General  Conference,  go  out  of  office  by  death,  resig- 
nation, or  otherwise,  the  bishop  presiding  in  the  Conferences  where 
the  vacancy  shall  occur  shall  appoint  another  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Said  committee  shall  be  amenable  to  the  General  Conference,  to 
which  it  shall  make  full  report  of  its  doings. 

Expenses  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties  shall  be  paid  by 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE   XIV. 

This  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered  or  amended  but  by  the 
General  Conference,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of 
Managers,  or  by  the  Board  on  the  recommendation  of  the  General 
Conference. 

Resolved^  2.  That  answers  21  and  22  of  ques.  1,  Part  II,  chap,  ii, 
§  12,  page  87  of  the  Discipline,  be  stricken  out,  and  the  following 
be  inserted  as  answer  21 :  "To  take  collections  annually  in  each  of 
his  appointments  in  behalf  of  the  Church  Extension  Society." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

A.  J.  Kynett,  Secretary,  E.  E.  Griswold,  Chairman. 
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reported 309,  256,  412 

on  Missions 80. 53 

instructed 68,  74,  89,  94,  96,  144,  168 

Reported,  88, 126, 187, 146,  148, 156, 160, 174, 

178,  1S4,  197,  199,  226,  227.  383-890 

on  Pastoral  Address 21,  €9, 168,  209, 

reported 286, 483-437 

on  Public  Worship. 44,  48 

on  Revisals 34,  71 

instructed  (see  Jievisais). 

reported,  125, 141, 156, 161, 184, 200, 208. 264. 

208,  225,  236,  239, 342,  246,  263, 413-426 

on  Revision  of  Ritual 74,  93 

instructed 97,  104,  182 

reported 122, 126, 145, 156, 172,  209.  246. 

448-485 

on  Rules  of  Order 19, 40,  41 

on  Slavery 28,  57,  190 

instructed ..93,  94,  105,  108,  127 

reported 147, 158, 165-167,  875-377 

on  Stata  of  the  Work  among  People  of 

Color .58,97 

reported 184,  226, -252,  258,  4S.5-488 

on  Snnday-school  and  Tract  Cause. .  .38,  69 

instructed 70,  85,  94,  117,  1.34,  169 

reported 142, 161, 190,  261-268,  899-406 

on  Temperanca 21,  70 

reported ,...226,  265.489 

on  Temporal  Economy. 21,  70 

instructed,  93, 104, 106, 112, 180, 136, 144, 194 

reported 142,  191,  225,  228,  266,  448-445 

on  Thanks 255,  257,  270,  271 

on  Tract  Cause  (see  Sunday-tchools). 

OB  TntSteesbip  for  General  Conference    57, 

97,  158, 195,  447 

Committees,  Places  of  meeting 72 

Special,  Appointed,  21,56,«9, 97, 124, 189, 210 

Standing 19,  28-39,  44,  5» 

Complaint  not  to  be  dismissed  by  Chairman  103 
Conferences,  Colored,  Organitation  of 255 


Index. 


497 


Conferenre  of  Appeals.  Comm.  on.  .Page  104, 139 

■ reported  Hi,  2(59 

Contingent  Fund 14a,  384 

Cotkhill,  T.  E.,  excused IM 

C'oiner-stone,  Form  for  laying 450 

t'onsecratiiig  Bishops.  Form  for 471 

Country,  tlie  State  of  the,  Com.  on ..  87,  72,  74,  9S 

reportHd 147,  155.  2U8,  2«4,  37T-:«3 

Counts,  Joseph,  Comidaiut  of 79,  ls6,  3.">S 

Co wles,  \V.  F.,  excused 190 

Crary,  B.  F.,  elected  Editor  of  C.  C.  Adv.. .  181 
Curry,  D.,  elected  Editor  of  the  C.  A.  &  J..  209 

Deacoi.s,  Form  of  Ordaining 4S2 

Dedication  of  a  Church,  Form  for. .122,  145,  453 
Deeds  for  Churches,  Form  of 267 

Parsonages.  Form  of 267 

Delaware  Conference 2l7 

Delegates,  Alp  iabetical  list  of 7 

tiy  Conferences 13 

Expenses  of 2.39,  26  ) 

Book  Cnnct-rn  to  pay  deflciencies  in. . .  245 

Expenses  of,  Committee  on 21,  69,  72 

reported 209,  ail),  259 

Restrictive  Kulc  to  be  changed,  208,  235,  367 

expenses  to  be  published 252 

leaving  without  consent Is5 

toeorrespondg  bodi  s,  143, 16S,  191,  257,  264 

Delegation.  Lay,  Couimittee  on 32,  63,  193 

Keport  of 209,  256,  412 

Depository  at  Detroit 16  >,  179 

Philadelphia 147,  ;^69 

Pittsburgh 160,229 

San  Francisco,  Cal 160,  370 

St.  Louis  160.  371 

St.  Paul,  Minn 160, 178,  370 

Deputation  to  Evangelical  Association  ..210,  269 

Des  .Moines  Conference 215,  217 

Detroit  Conference 3,  14,  49,  57,  86,  104,  217 

Discipline,  Manner  of  Presenting  Changes  in    44 

Kditing  the  new 242 

Kearrangement  of 241,  418 

Documents  for  Kefereiice,  how  to  be  pre- 
pared       45 

Donahoo,  J.  T.,  Appeal  of 268 

Duplicates  of  resolutions,  etc.,  ordered 44 

Durbin,  J.  P..  elected  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary of  the  .Missionary  Society ISl 

Dustin,  M.,  delegate  to  Cauada  Conference..  257 

East  Baltimore  Conference,  3,  14,  45.  50,  59,  61, 

76.  104,  119,  143,  218 

East  Genesee Conf.. 3, 14,  50,  87,  9i»,  105, 143,218 

East  Maine  Conference y>  14,  218 

Economv,  Temporal,  Couimittee  on 21,  70 

instructed.  93,  104,  106, 112, 130,  136, 144, 194 

Keponof,  No.  I •. 142.44.3 

Kei«>rt  of,  No.  II 142,  228,  443 

Keport  of.  No.  Ill 191,  444 

Kepi.rt  of,  No.  IV 225,  266,  445 

Educational  Meeting 88 

■ Convention 391,  898 

Statistics,  Form  of 5:59,  897 

Education,  Board  of 128,  ZM 

Education,  Committee  on 31,  62 

instructed 110 

Report  of 20S,  257,  393-8:i9 

of  1»60,  Report  of  the    123,  890 

Eddy,  T.  M.,  elected  editor  of  N.  W.  C.  A . .  182 

Elders,  Form  for  Ordination  of 476 

Election  of  Book  Agents 182,  1^5 

Bishops 183,  180 

Corresponding  Secretaries  . . .  .181,  182,  ls3 

Eilitors inl,  182,  188.  208,  209,  244,  261 

Elections.  Order  of 92,  177 

Elliott.  Charles  Compliment  to 269 

Delegate  to  Wesleyan  Church,  Canada.  257 

inviteil  to  a  seat  on  the  platform 47 

salary  to  be  pa  d  1<W 

Episcopacy,  Committee  on. 28,  44 


Episcopary.  Com.  on,  instrncted Page  .'i<',  5*. 

»9.  Ill,  95,  i05,  lOs,  llii,  117,  129,  18o,  181, 188 

Report  of.  No.  1 140,  858 

Report  of.  No.  II 148,  232.  :)54 

Report  of.  No.  Ill 160,  175,  288,  8.')5 

Report  oi;  No.  IV 1S6, 187,  867 

Epiacopal  districts.  Plan  of 1 10.  8v)6 

Erie  Conf . . .  .4,  15,  64,  77,  li>5,  127,  144,  183,  218 
Evangelical  Association,  Deputation  to  210,  269 

Exjienses  ol"  delegates 245,  259,  260 

Committee  on 21,  69,  72 

reported 209,  28tt,  259 

-; —  to  be  published    2.")3 

Extension,  Church,  Committee  on 210 

reported 226,  266,  269,  491 

Extension  of  Time 173,  174,  360,361 

Fast-day,  Observance  of 22,  56,  61 

Flag.  American,  to  be  raised  on  the  church.     22 

to  be  suspended  in  the  church 23 

Fort  Ann,  Memorial  from 189,  868 

Foss,  A.  C,  takes  his  seat 218 

Freedmen,  Committee  on 21,  70, 103 

instructed 130 

reported Is4,  266,  440 

Fuller,  J.  M.,  absent 118 

Fund,  Chartered,  Report  relating  to  225,  266,  445 
Trustees,  report  of 192,  442 

Gardiner,  Rev.,  from  M.  E.  Church.  Canada  168 
Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  Memorial  from...  100 
General  Conference,  Committee  on  Trustee- 

shij.  of 57,  9T 

reported 158,  195,  44T 

next  session  of 198,  250,  251 

Genesee  Conference..  .4,  15,  60,  99,  10.\  118,  218 
German  Conferences  in  the  United  States 

196,  197,  216,  m),  481 

German  Hynm  Book 126,  426,  430 

Mission  Conference,  Address  of 74 

German  work,  Committee  on 86,  73 

instructed 126,  132 

lUport  No.  1 158,  196,423 

Rei  ort  No.  1 1 185,  197,  430 

Germany  and  Switzerland  Mission  Conf 213 

Haines,  S.,  excused 288 

Harlan,  L.  IJ.,  Memorial  from 270 

Harrison,  W.  F.,  appointed  on  Committee  .  48 
Harris,  \V.  L.,  Acting  Secretary  of  General 

Conference 18 

elected  Assis't  Sec'y  of  Miss'y  Society,  181 

elected  Secretary  of  General  Conference     19 

Hill,  Moses,  delegate  to  Evang.  AssiH-iaiion. .  269 
Hitchcock,  L.,  elected  assistant  Book  Agent 

at  Cincinnati 188 

Idaho  Conference 251 

Illinois  Conference,  4, 16,  50,  57, 5S.  64,  77,  88,  99, 
106,  12s,  169,  219 

India  Mission  Conference ~ 219 

Memorial  from 88 

Indiana  Conference  4,  15,  60,  57,  53,  61,  77,  88, 

99.  1tt6.  128,  169,  219 

Invitation  to  visit  Academy  of  Fine  Arts. . .  186 

Honse  of  Kefuge 189 

Independence  Hall 188,  146,  160, 153 

Institution  fur  the  Bllhd 189 

Mint 218 

School  for  Feeble-minded  Children  ...  218 

Union  League  Rooms 115.  LV),  152 

Union  Volunteer  Refreshment  Saloon     193 

lown  Conference,  4,  15,  54,  77,  88,  100.  168,  219 

Irish  Conference,  Address  of 41.  57,  295 

Reply  to  the 210,  2.^7,  29T 

delegate.  Address  of  the 57,  295 

Letter  accrediting 41,  296 

Itinerancy,  Committee  on 26,  4T 

Inslmcted,  64,  90,  91,  95,  105,  109,  118,  12T, 

129,  131,  134, 170, 19» 
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Itinerancy,  Corp.  on,  Report  No.  I.  Paee  102.  860 

E«rK.rt  Ko.  II ..  .126,  149,  162,  ITS,  174,  3ii0 

. Keport  No.  HI 147,  2;{.3.  3G1 

RoiM.rt  No.  IV 15-',  15.i,  196,  362 

EeiKirt  No.  V ...  1*9.  21S,  1M,  362 

Report  No.  VI 2mt,  i&x  364 

EeiKirt  Na  VI I 208,  23-.,  366 

Report  No.  VllI 1^6,  367 

Janes,  Bishop,  has  leave  of  absence 123,  175 

Johns,  H.  1'..  AppeHl  of 209 

Journal  of  General  Conference  to  be  edited 

by  the  Se<:ret«ry  ■  21 

with  assistance 270 

to  he  sent  to  each  member 164 

Journals  <if  Annual  Confernncos  to  \>c  ap- 
proved, etc 1S3,  20O,  235,  364 

Extras  ts  from,  to  be  made  for  the  sev- 
eral committees 55 

to  be  certified 1S9.  ."62, 36 ! 

to  be  kept,  how 200,  235,  364 

Kansas  Conference,  4, 15,  51.  65,  77,  69, 100.  108, 
120,  129,  220 

Kentucky  Conference 4,  15,  65,  220 

: Delegates  from,  take  their  seats 43 

Kingsley,  Calvin,  elected  Bishop ISO 

onlained 212 

Kuhl,  P.,  delegate  to  Evang.  Association..  .  210 
Knudson,  O.  B.,  case  of 102,  360 

Ladies'  Repository,  Editor  of;  elected 188 

Lanahan,  J.,  excused 203 

Lay  Delegation,  Committee  on 32.  &-i 

instructed 193 

reported 2  9,  256,  412 

Laymen's  Convention,  Delegation  and  Ad- 
dress from 176,  407 

Liberia  Conference 220 

Licen-e,  Preaching  without 415 

Local  Preac'iers,  Church'  relation  of 425 

— -  National  Assoc'n  of,  Meuiurial  from  1S4.  4S8 

Bei.ly  to 4S9 

Committee  on.  Reported 256.  4S9 

Lord's  Supper,  Form  for  Administration  ot,  209, 

246,  467 
Lore.  D.  D.,  elected  Editor  of  Nor.  Ch.  Adv.  26i 
Love  Feast,  General  Conference 75 

M'Abee,  L  N.,  case  of 190,  366 

M.igee,  A.,  excused 2^50 

Maine  Conference 4,  15,  51,  6-5.  220 

Manual  of  .Methodism  ordered. 208,  235,  867 

Marriages,  Registration  of 421 

Martin,  S.  W.,  case  of 136,  1S9,  363 

Mason,  J.,  e.xcused 1 75 

Matrimony,  Form  of  Solemnization,  126,  246, 457 
Means  of  Grace,  Change  of  Discipline  re- 
garding  204,  23S,  416 

Member,  Trial  of  an  Accused 242,  421 

Memorials  &,  Petitions,  Mode  of  Presenlinu    45 
Michigan  Conf. . .  .4.  1.5,  ^6,  51,  69,  7s,  b9,  luS,  22(i 

Miller,  J.  G..  takes  his  seat 4S 

Minnesota  Conference,  4,  15,  51,  53,  65,  7S  loo. 
108, 120,  16.3.  220 

Minority  P^eports 126,  1.t8 

Missionary  Bishop  for  Africa 226,  3SS 

Conmiittee,  General,  Report  of 226,  3*8 

Society,  Change  in  Constitution  o^  1S4. 197. 

226,  3>6 

Assistant  Sec  to  visit  Pacific  Co.ist 270 

■ Corres|xinding  Secretary  <'f.  elected  . ..   Isl 

Assistant  Secretaries  elected ISl.  1j8 

to  convey  lands  to  Wallamet  University,  1 15, 

l.=)6,  355 

Mission  Conferences 138,  14S,  3SS 

Missions,  Committee  on     30,  •^8 

lnstructe.1 68,  74,  89,  94,  96,  144,  168 

Report  No.  1 88,  137,  199.  888 

• Beport  No.  II,  126, 146, 148, 174, 178, 226, 884 


Missions, Com.  on.  Rpt.  No.  Til  Page  1.'6, 109, 8S5 

Rejrtirt  No.  IV 160,  227,  3fe6 

Report  No   V 1S4,  197.  226,  3S6 

Mi-isomi  and  Arkansas  Conf.  ..4,  15,  51,  loO,  220 

Morgan.  L.  K..  lakes  his  se.tt 208 

Moiri.s.  Bp.,  Resolutions  concerning,  22.  V33,  .S.i."> 

Semi-cenUnnial  Sermon  of.. 22,  97, 124,  281 

Morrison,  Rev.  from  M.  E.  Chisrch.  Canada.  162 
Miilfinger,  G,  deli-gate  to  Evang.  Assoc'n..  210 

Music  Cliiircli,  Couimitices  on 140,  210 

reported 183 

Nast.Wm  ,  elected  Editor  of  Chris.  Apologist  ISl 

delegate  to  Kvangelical  Association  ...   210 

delegate  t<i  Canada  Wes^Kvan  Conf 264 

Nebra.<ka  Conft-rence 4,  i 5,  43,  65,  130,  220 

Delegate  of.  arrives 48 

Nelle.-!.  S.  S.,  delegatt-  from  Canada  Wesleyan 

Methodist  Church 93,  199 

Nelson,  1!.,  excused  lol,  228  ^ 

Nesbit,  S.  H..  elected  Editor  of  the  Pitts- 

bursih  Cliristian  Advo.ate 1 S2 

Neva/la  Cnf.rence 216,  220,  225 

Newark  Conferenro,  4.  16.  51,  66.  90,  109,  16;3,  220 

New  England  Conference,  4,  16.  46,  52,  58,  73, 

90,  109.  131.  169,  1S4,  221 

New  Hampshire  Conf. -i.  16.  .52,  66.  131,  221 

New  Jersey  Conf.  5, 16. 52,  66,  69. 91.  UO,  131, 221 

New  York  Conference,  5,  16,  b1.  59,  70,  73,  91, 

1211,  131.  170,  1S4,  221 

New  York  East  Conference.  .5,  16.  46.  ifl.  59,  68, 

73.  91,  120.  131,  144,  163,  170,  221 

Northcot,  B.  F.,  Appeal  of 77.  141 

Northern  Chris.  Adv..  Editor  «^  elected. 208,  261 

Editor  of.  resigned 244 

Pub  ishers,  Report  of 192,  352 

transferred  to   Book   Agents   at  New 

York  ." 208.  2  io.  874 

Nortli  Indiana  Conference,  a,  16.  46.  52.  78,  92, 

1.32.  170,  221 

North  Ohio  Conference,  5.  16.  5-3.  59.  66.  79.  93, 

120.  132.  144,  ir.4.  18.3,221 

Northwestern  Chr.  Adv..  Eilitor  of,  elected.   182 

Northwest  German  Conference 221 

Northwest  Indiana  Conf  . .  .5,  16,  46.  54,  93. 112, 

133   185  221 

Northwest  Wisconsin  Conf.. 5, 16.  46.  5-3,  66.  79, 

113,  172,  192,  222 

Ohio  ronfcrenee. .  .5.  IT.  5.3,  79.  93.  133, 144,  222 
Oneida  Conf..  ...5.  17.  63.66,  93,  114,  133,  144,  222 

Order.  Point  of,  d-.cided 1.^4 

Rules  of 19,  40,  41,  4h.  8S.  157.  213 

Ordination,  Forms  for 471,  476.  432 

Oregon  Conference,  5.  17,  53,  75.  79.  94,  115.  1.33, 
192,  215,  222,  251 

Pacific  Chris.  Adv..  to  receive  aid. 179,  371 

Editor  of  elected 138,  244 

E<litor  of  resigned 244 

Tastoral  Address,  Committee  on 21,  69,  209 

instructed 163 

Rei)ort  of 256,  4;B3 

Peck.  George,  invit  d  to  Seat  on  Platform..     47 

delegate  to  Wesleyan  Church  in  Canada.  257 

Presentation  of  Cane  to  242 

Peck,  J.  T..  elected  Editor  of  Nor.  Ch.  Adv.  2oS 

Rcsii^nation  of 244 

People  of  Color.  I'ommittee  on  State  of  the 

Work  among  the .58.  9T 

Report  of.  No.  I 134.2.52,4^5 

Report  of.  No.  H    226. 253,  43i> 

Perkinpine  &,  Iliggins.  Thanks  t<> 2T1 

Petitions,  etc.  Mode  of  Pre.seniing 43 

Philadelphia  Conference.  5.  17.  66.  79.  100,  115, 
1.S3.  145,  162,  192,  222, 224 

Philadelphia,  Depository  in 147,  369 

Paper  in 870 

Thanks  to  Citiz.ns  and  Churches  of. ..  271 

Photograph  of  the  General  Conference 116 
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Pittsburgh  Cliris.  Adv.,  Ed.  of,  elected  Page  182 

Kiiianc  al  e.\liib  t  of luO,  S.")! 

I'ublisliing  Coiiiinittee  of 265 

Pittsbur;;!!  Conference,  5,  17,  54,  60,  70,  94.  l(K), 
116,  121,  223 

Pittsburgh,  I)epo-itory  at 1 60.  229, 37 1 

Poe,  A.,  elected  IJook  Agent  at  Cincinriiiti ..  1S2 
Porter,  J.,  c  ucicd  Assistant  Book  Agent  at 

New  York 185 

excused 151 

Prayer,  Annual  Week  of 160,  227,  3S6 

Concert  of  for  .Missions 160,227.  8>6 

Day  of,  for  Colleges 259,  398 

Presbyterian  Church,  Letter  from  General 

Asseinljl >  of \ 207 

Keply  to 2il7 

President  Lincoln,  Address  to 155,  378 

Letter  Croni 177,  1 85,  3S0 

Proclaniiuion  of 85,  123 

Visit  to 9S,  147,  155 

President  of  Annual  Conference 232,  854 

Presiding  Elders"  Districts,  Division  of..  140,  353 

Crt.fic  te  of  Withdrawal 141,  354 

Presiding  Elders,  Mode  of  Ekctiug 152 

Power  of 232,  355 

Staiioning  of 141 ,  354 

Providence  Conference,  6,  17,  46.  54.  6:),  67.  70, 

94.  134,  193,  223 

Public  Worship.  Change  of  Discipline  ou  240,  417 

Couiiiiittee  on 44,  48 

Quarterly  Conference,  business,  order  of,  243,424 

lieport,  Preacher's 421 

Quarterly  Keview,  Editor  of,  elected ISl 

Quorum  of  Committee  on  Appeals 189 

Standing  Committees 43 

Eeceiving  members  into  the  Church,  form 

for 122,  145,  448 

Beception  of  ministers  from  other   Churches, 
125,  200,  413,  417 

Kailroad  Companies,  thanks  to 270 

Eeger,  J.  W..  excused 175 

Registration  of  Marriages  and  Baptisms.. .  421 
Eeid,  J.  M  .  elected  Editor  of  Wesfn.  C.  A.    188 

Pveill  V,  J.  MK.,  excused I'JS 

Repo'rt  and  Memorial  of  S.  S.  Union 54,  400 

Report  of  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati 75,  340 

Book  Agents  at  New  York 75,331 

Committee  at  Cincinnaii 75,  350 

Committee  at  New  York 75.  3;j9 

Omimittee  on  Appeals,  141.  lb9,190,2ii9,26S 

. Bible  Cause 172,  210,  ii25,  437 

Book  Concern,  ^o.  I 122,  36S 

No.  II 125,  3e9 

No.  HI .• 141,369 

No  IV  141,36:> 

No.  V     147,  369 

No.  Vi 155,  370 

No  VII 160,  178,870 

No.  VIII 160,  371 

No  IX 160,:'28,872 

No  X      19  »,  229,  372 

No.  XI 205,  229,  230.  372 

Bonn.laries 208,  214-216 

Centenary  "f  Amer.  Methodism.  2tl9. 253, 445 

Christian  and  ;>anitaiy  Coiiini..2i'9.  26.'),  *3I 

Church  Extension   2JC,  266,  2«J,  491 

Church  Music 1*"^ 

Church  Tenures,  No.  I  .  ..1T2.  264,266.267 

No.  II 172.  204.  266. 267 

Conference  of  Appeals 172,  269 

Correspondence,  191,  210,  214,  232.  2:)7,  21)8. 

297.  301,  304 

Education 20S,  257,  89:J-S99 

Education,  appointed  In  1860 123.  890 

Eniscopacv,  No.  1 140.  8."^S 

L  No.  II 14H,  232.  8.54 

No  II I    160. 17-^  23-3, 855 

„_ No.  IV 1&6, 18T,  357 


Com.  on  Expenses  of  Delegates  Page  209,2?0,5.%9 

F'-eodnien 184,  265.  440 

German  Myinn  Book .126,  426 

German  W  ork.  No.  1 158,  196,  428 

No.  II 1S5,  197.  4.10 

Iiinerancv.  No.  I I(t2,  860 

No  11 126, 149, 162,  173.  174,  860 

No.  HI ]47,2:i8,.%l 

No.  IV \m.  15.5,  1!)0  862 

No.  V 189,  213.  2.34,  862 

No.  VI 200,  235.  864 

No.  VII 20S,  23.5.  866 

(minority) 126  367 

Lay  Di'legatjoM 2119,  2.56.412 

Local  Preachers'  Communication  ..2.56.  4*^9 
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ADDENDUM. 


Letters  from  the  General  Conference  of  1860  to  Methodist 
Churches  abroad. 

For  the  authority  to  insert  them  here,  see  Journal  of  1864, 
page  74. 

I.— See  Journal  of  1860,  pages  298,  299. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  BRITISH  WESLEYAN  CONFERENCE. 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States  to  the  Wesleyan  Method- 
ist Conference  of  Great  Britain. 

Rev.  and  Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren,  —  Your  fraternal 
address  from  Liverpool,  dated  August  5,  1857,  has  been  received 
and  i^ad,  and  was  listened  to  with  unfeigned  pleasure.  We  rejoice 
to  leai'n,  as  well  as  from  the  address  itself  as  from  our  representa- 
tives to  your  body,  of  the  increasing  prosperity  and  success  which 
lattend  your  efforts  in  the  great  work  of  evangelizing  the  world. 
Whatever  i-elates  to  your  success  in  this  work  cannot  be  a  matter 
of  indifference  to  us,  but  is  on  the  contrary  cause  of  sincere  joy 
and  thankfulness  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church.  We  have  long 
watched  with  the  liveliest  interest  the  success  of  your  wise  and 
gystematic  plans  for  promoting  the  great  interests  of  the  Church; 
and  although  we  are  constrained  to  confess  that  wo  are  still  far 
behind  you  in  some  of  the  most  imiK)rtant  of  them,  yet  is  our 
rejoicing  none  the  less  sincere,  nor  will  we  cease  to  emulate  your 
virtues,  nor  fail,  we  trust,  to  profit  by  the  worthy  example  you 
have  set  before  us.  While  we  make  this  acknowledgment,  as  due* 
to  you  our  elder  brethren,  we  rejoice  to  say  there  are  cheering 
indications  throughout  our  vast  connection  which  warrant  us  to 
hope  and  believe  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  will  not 
be  behind  our  British  brethren  in  any  of  the  great  enterprises  of 
the  Church  with  which  we  are  connected. 

The  very  kind  and  cordial  reception  which  our  brethren  Bishop 
Simpson  and  Dr.  M'Clintock  met  from  your  Conference,  as  well  as 
everywhere  in  their  travels  in  your  bounds,  is  gratefully  remem- 
bered by  us,  and  we  earnestly  hope  that  these  fraternal  inter- 
changes may  not  only  continue,  but  tend  to  strengthen  still  more 
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and  more  the  bond  which  unites  those  two  bodies  of  the  great 
Wesleyan  Methodist  fitraily.  With  gratitude  to  God  we  mention 
the  fact,  that  the  health  of  Bishop  Simpson,  which  was  most  seri- 
ously impaired  in  his  tour  through  the  East,  after  his  visit  to  your 
Conference,  has  been  permanently  restored.  For  a  considerable 
time  his  life  was  almost  despaired  of,  but  the  prayers  of  many 
thousands  ascended  daily  in  his  behalf,  and  it  pleased  God,  in 
answer  to  prayer,  as  we  believe,  to  raise  him  up  and  grant  him  a 
longer  stay  "with  the  Church  of  which  he  is  so  distinguished  an 
ornament. 

Since  our  last  General  Conference  our  venerable  senior  bishop, 
Rev.  Beverly  Waugh,  D.  D.,  has  passed  to  his  reward.  He  died 
at  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the  9th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1858,  in  the  full  possession  of  the  peace  which  passes  under- 
standing, and  the  joyful  hope  of  a  glorious  resurrection  and  a  bliss- 
ful immortality  in  heaven.  Twelve  of  our  brethren  who  were 
members  of  that  General  Conference  have  also  passed  on  to  the 
reward  of  the  faithful.  These  were  all  able  and  faithful  men,  some 
of  them  distinguished  for  their  learning  and  talents  ;  such  men  as 
it  seemed  to  us  the  Church  could  not  well  spare.  But  we  rejoice 
to  know  that  although  in  the  providence  of  God  the  workmen  die, 
yet  the  work  still  goes  on. 

The  past  four  years  have  been  attended  with  signal  success. 
Our  net  increase  in  that  time  amounts  to  174,914  members  and 
probationers,  and  1,469  itinerant  preachers.  The  number  of  our 
Sunday-schools  too  has  greatly  increased,  and  they  are  extending 
their  healthful  influence  in  every  direction  throughout  our  bounds. 

In  the  minutes  of  last  year  (1859)  there  are  reported  11,755 
»echools,  139,299  officers  and  teachers,  and  732,592  scholars.  We 
know  of  nothing  which  furnishes  a  more  cheering  indication  of  the 
progress  of  the  cause  of  God,  and  of  the  near  approach  of  that 
millennial  period  when  "all  shall  know  the  Lord,  from  the  least 
even  to  the  greatest."  The  missionary  cause  is  exciting  more  and 
more  interest  among  our  people,  who,  by  their  constantly  increas- 
ing liberality  in  contributing  to  promote  its  ends,  are  furnishing 
the  most  pleasing  evidence  of  more  glorious  results  in  the  future. 
The  cause  of  education,  we  are  happy  to  say,  is  still  steadily 
advancing  among  us.  We  have  over  100  colleges  and  seminaries, 
which  are  attended  by  over  16,000  pupils,  and  embrace  a  property 
•estimated  at  over  $3,000,000,  In  short,  in  every  department  of 
•  our  Church  God  is  giving  us  success  far  beyond  our  deserts ;  and 
while  we  record  this  success  and  greatly  rejoice  in  it,  we  would 
put  far  from  us  the  spirit  of  boasting,  and  humbly  and  devoutly 
say,  "  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  imto  thy  name  give 
glory,  for  thy  mercy  and  for  thy  truth's  sake." 

In  conclusion,  dear  fathers  and  brethren,  permit  us  to  renew 
the  assurances  of  our  fraternal  and  Christian  regards,  our  best 
wishes  for  your  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare  personally,  and  your 
continued  success  in  every  good  work. 

FLialiy,  brethren,  farewell.     May  the  peace  of  God  which  pass- 
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eth  understanding  dwell  richly  in  your  hearts,  and  the  God  of  our 
fathers,  who  alone  is  able,  keep  you  by  his  power,  and  ''  present 
you  faultless  before  the  presence  of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy." 


il«    See  Journal  of  1860,  page  299. 
ADDRESS  TO  THE  IRISH  WESLEYAN   CONFERENCE. 

To  THE  Irish  Wesleyan  Conference: 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren:  We  Avere  refreshed  by 
the  loving  spirit  and  cheering  intelligence  of  your  fraternal  letter, 
as  well  as  by  the  presence  and  communications  of  our  brother, 
your,  delegate,  Rev.  Robinson  Scott.  In  return  we  greet  you  as 
brethren  beloved,  Methodists,  and  fellow-laborers  in  the  kingdom 
and  patience  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  rejoice  in  the  same  views  which  you  express  of  the  oneness 
in  doctrine,  discipline,  and  experience  of  Methodism  everywhere, 
and  Avould  emulate  the  unabated  energy  with  which,  through  its 
agencies,  you  are  resolved  to  publish  "  the  redemption  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus."  We  trust  that  your  hearts  have  been  made  glad 
and  your  hands  strong  by  the  marvelous  work  of  God  with  which 
your  island  has  been  visited;  and  we  pray  that  the  divine  leaven 
may  continue  its  work  of  gracious  assimilation  among  you  until 
the  whole  is  leavened.  May  your  general  missionaries,  sent  into 
the  dark  and  waste  places  of  Ireland,  be  endued  with  the  same 
spirit  of  love  and  power  which  shone  resplendent  in  your  own 
Ouseley,  and  may  their  labors  be  as  successful  as  his  in  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  people. 

Our  contributions  to  the  cause  for  which  you  toil  fell  far  below 
the  obligations  of  American  Methodism  to  Ireland,  below  the  desire 
of  our  hearts,  and  were  much  less  than  they  would  have  been  but 
for  the  fearful  financial  revulsion  which  in  the  midst  of  our  effort 
swept  over  our  country.  But  we  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  etti- 
ciency  of  your  labors  has  been  promoted  by  what  we  were  enabled 
to  contribute,  and  we  hope  that  this  will  yet  be  materially  increased. 
Brother  Scott  shall  have  our  co-operation  in  the  attainment  of  this 
result. 

By  the  mercy  of  God  we  are  permitted  to  say  to  you,  with 
humility  and  gratitude,  that  the  quadrennial  now  closing  has  been 
one  of  gieat  })io-ij;erty  to  ourClmrch.  Your  warm  attachment  to 
us  may  give  interest  to  the  following  statements  and  statistics: 

Our  educational  interests.  Seminaries,  Colleges,  and  l^iblical 
Institutes,  have  had  a  healthy  enlargement.  We  have  about  one 
hundred  colleges  and  seminaries,  sustained  by  a  patronage  of  over 
16,000  pupils,  and  an  estimated  property  of  over  $3,000,000.     We 
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have  also  two  Biblical  Institutes,  valued  in  real  estate  and  endow- 
ment at  $270,000.  The  Church  is  sensibly  feeling  the  salutary- 
effects  of  our  growing  literary  institutions.  Our  Book  Concerns, 
located  at  New  York  and  Cincinnati,  have  largely  increased  the 
sales  of  our  books  and  the  circulation  of  our  periodicals.  The 
increase  in  our  church  property,  such  as  church  edifices  and  par- 
sonages, is  iHiprecedented  in  our  history. 

The  number  of  missionaries  and  helpers  in  onr  foreign  work  has 
gone  up  from  fifty-four  to  one  hundred  and  twenty;  and  the  num- 
ber of  converts  from  2,126  to  3,565.  In  the  Home  Mission  work 
the  number  of  ministers  has  increased  from  222  to  305,  and  the 
number  of  members  connected  with  these  missions  from  15,631 
to  22,033.  The  contributions  of  our  people  to  this  cause  have 
increased  in  a  corresponding  ratio.  In  our  Minutes  for  1859  we 
find  that  we  have  under  our  care  11,755  Sunday-schools,  number- 
ing 139,299  officers  and  teachers,  and  732,592  scholars.  This  is  an 
increase  in  four  years  of  1,286  schools,  26,140  officers  and  teachers, 
and  153,466  scholars. 

The  membership  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  within  the 
same  period  has  increased  174,914;  and  the  itinerant  ministry, 
numbering  at  our  last  session  5,408,  now  numbers  6,877. 

These  facts  fill  us  with  gratitude  to  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church,  but  we  contemplate  them  M'ith  trembling,  as  we  are 
reminded  that  proportionate  and  awful  responsibility  is  upon  those 
to  whom  is  committed  such  a  trust.  Pray  for  us,  that  our  fidelity 
may  keep  step  with  the  increased  facilities  for  doing  good  which 
are  committed  to  us.  The  thousands  of  your  children  that  are 
coming  over  to  us  from  year  to  year  have  not  been  nor  shall  they 
be  neglected  by  us:  we  will  take  them  to  our  hearts;  we  will 
enfranchise  them  with  citizenship  in  our  great  republic,  and  they 
shall  find  themselves  invested  with  the  agencies  of  Methodism. 
They  may  return  no  more  to  their  Fatherland,  yet  hei'e  as  in  Ire- 
land they  shall  be  taught  and  trained  for  a  heavenly  home. 

We  thank  you  for  the  kind  Irish  Avelcome  which  you  gave  to 
our  brethren  and  representatives.  Bishop  Simpson  and  Dr.  M'Clin- 
tock ;  and  it  gives  us  joy  if  they  knit  us  together  more  closely,  and 
contributed  to  the  advancement  of  your  interests. 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  farewell !  May  God  bless  you  abund- 
antly. 
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ADDRESS  TO  THE  FRENCH  WESLEYAN  CONFERENCE. 

The  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference  of 
THE  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  op  the  United  States 
TO  THE  Annual  Conference  of  the  Pastors  of  the  Wes- 
LKTAjsr  Methodist  Church  of  France  and  Switzerland. 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren, — Your  letter  of  fraternal  greet- 
ing, conveying  to  us  assurance  of  your  continued  Christian  regards, 
an'd  making  known  to  us  your  state,  has  been  received  and  read  by 
us  with  deep  and  lively  interest.  Whatever  concerns  our  brethren 
in  other  lands  cannot  be  matter  of  indifference  to  us.  We  sor- 
row and  rejoice  with  them.  Our  hearts  and  theirs  beat  from 
similar  impulses.  We  are  united  to  them  by  the  strong  bands  of 
sympathy  and  Christian  love  ;  by  the  tender  and  inspiring  recollec- 
tions of  a  common  history,  and  in  labors  and  sacrifices  to  maintain 
and  propagate  the  faith  delivered  to  us  from  our  fathers,  and  fulfill 
our  mission  to  "spread  scriptural  holiness  over  all  lands."  But 
while  we  thus  heartily  sympathize  with  members  of  the  great 
Wesleyan  family  wherever  found,  we  recognize  in  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  our  brethren  in  France  reasons  for  feeliug  unusual 
interest  in  their  welfare. 

We  were  deeply  afilicted  by  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  our 
much  esteemed  and  highly  respected  brother  in  Christ,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Cook,  the  honored  instrument  in  first  planting  the  standard  of 
Methodism  on  the  soil  of  France.  His  character  and  labors  were 
so  truly  apostolical  and  so  eminently  useful  and  important  in  their 
results  that  in  his  death  not  only  Methodism  but  vital  ChristLamty 
has  suffered  a  severe  bereavement.  We  feel  tenderly  and  deeply 
for  our  brethren  under  their  bereavement  and  the  increased  respon- 
sibilities and  labors  occasioned  thereby,  truly,  "ye  have  not 
many  fathers."  French  Methodism  can  have  but  one  Cook,  as 
American  Methodism  can  have  but  one  Asbury.  •  But,  blessed  be 
God  '  there  may  be  manv  sons  inheriting  the  spirit  of  the  fathers— 
their  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  We  pray  that 
the  Head  of  the  Church,  even  the  God  of  all  consolation  and  grace, 
may  ^^rant  you,  dear  brethren,  every  needful  blessmg  m  your  try- 
ing circumstances,  enabling  you  to  prosecute  with  mcreased  suc- 
cess the  important  work  now  more  fully  committed  to  vour  hands. 
And  this  will  he  do.  While  the  veteran  fathers  are  falling  t.om 
the  walls  of  Zion,  their  sons,  animated  by  tlieir  spirit  and  example, 
and  enlightened  by  their  wise  counsels,  will  rise  up  and  fill  their 
places,  to  continue  the  glorious  conflict  and  witness  the  triumphs 

""  We\eioice  to  learn  from  your  letter  that  the  work  of  God  still 
prospers  among  you.     Our  hearts  were  gladdened  by  the  refresh. 
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ing  representations  which  you  gave  us  of  the  fruits  of  the  Gospel 
among  you,  as  seen  in  the  spiritual  and  consistent  piety  of  the 
members  of  your  churches.  Truly  "the  best  of  all  is,  Gorl  is  with 
us."  It  is  cause  of  mutual  gratulation  and  thanksgiving  to  God 
that  Methodism  in  all  its  branches,  mighty  as  it  has  become  in 
numbers  and  influence,  and  dispersed  over  the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe,  still  preserves  its  original  character.  Our  people  generally 
live  and  die  icell^  witnesses  to  the  glorious  power  of  the  Gospel  to 
save  from  sin  and  the  fear  of  death. 

It  gives  us  great  joy,  dear  brethren,  to  learn  that  the  Gospel 
thus  preached  and  exemplified  among  you  is  extending  an  influ- 
ence already  revealed  in  most  important  results  upon  the  two  great 
Protestant  national  denominations  of  France.  God  is  thus  raising 
up  not  only  helpers  of  your  joy,  but  those  who  shall  co-operate 
with  you  as  eflicient  laborers  in  spreading  a  pure  Gospel  among 
the  millions  of  their  countrymen.  It  is  a  great  and  special  honor 
which  God  has  conferred  on  the  Methodist  Church  in  France  to  be 
instrumental  in  the  revival  of  spiritual  Christianity  among  the 
children  of  the  Huguenots.  The  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  thus 
becoming  the  seed  of  the  Church.  The  descendants  of  those  brave 
and  devoted  men,  whose  blood,  shed  by  papal  tyranny,  is  every- 
where mingled  with  French  soil,  are  yet  to  be  marshaled  with  the 
embattled  hosts  by  whom  that  soil  is  to  be  spiritually  conquered 
and  redeemed  to  God.  What  Wesleyanism  has  done  for  the 
Established  Church  of  England,  French  Methodism  is  doing  for 
the  old  Huguenotic  Churches  of  France. 

We  thank  God,  beloved  brethren,  on  your  behalf  that  you  have 
been  so  wonderfully  sustained  and  comforted  under  your  many 
severe  local  adversities  and  embarrassments,  and  for  the  intima- 
tions you  have  given  us  of  the  dawning  of  a  brighter  period  in 
your  history.  May  the  light  of  your  growing  prosperity  shine 
more  and  more.  The  Lord  Jehovah,  who  has  been  your  strength 
and  refuge,  may  he  ever  continue  with  you  "  a  x^xy  present  help 
in  trouble."  The  hearts  of  princes  are  in  his  hands ;  let  us  pray 
that  he  may  inspire  them  with  that  wisdom  which  is  profitable  to 
direct,  and  that  charity  that  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth 
in  the  truth ;  that  they  may  be  led  to  adopt  such  counsels  and 
measures  as  shall  tend  to  promote  the  glory  of  God  and  the  wel- 
fare of  his  people  ;  to  secure  to  all  the  sacred  rights  of  conscience, 
and  open  up  channels  through  which  the  water  of  life  may  flow 
free  and  unobstructed  over  every  part  of  their  dominions. 

Be  assured  we  fully  appreciate  the  importance  of  your  position 
and  of  the  work  in  which  you  are  engaged.  And  we  heartily 
respond  to  your  a]>peal  for  our  sympathies  and  prayers ;  nor,  when 
in  our  power,  shall  we  less  cordially  extend  to  you  a  helping  hand 
by  other  more  direct  means.  After  sustaining  our  own  large  and 
constantly  growing  missionary  field,  it  would  aflTord  us  great  pleas- 
ure to  aid  your  work  by  such  an  appropriation  as  the  state  of  our 
missionary  treasury  would  allow.  But  as  all  our  missionary  funds 
are  placed  under  the  control  of  a  Board  of  Managers  at  New  York, 
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we  respectfully  refer  you  to  them  as  the  legitimate  body  to  whom 
your  application  for  assistance  should  be  made. 

In  regard  to  our  own  affairs  you  will  expect  us  to  say  some- 
thing. With  much  cause  for  humiliation  and  shamefacedness,  we 
have  also  great  reason  for  gratitude  and  thanksgiving  to  the  Ilead 
of  the  Church.  During  the  four  years  now  closed  since  our  last 
session  our  Church  has  been  steadily,  and  it  would  be  safe  to  say 
rapidly,  advancing  in  all  her  great  interests.  The  spirit  of  revival 
has  pervaded  our  societies  and  congregations  generally,  and  large 
additions  have  been  made  to  our  numbers.  Nearly  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand,  during  that  period  redeemed  and  renewed 
by  the  blood  and  Spirit  of  Christ,  have  been  added  to  our  Israel : 
a  mighty  cloud  of  witnesses  for  the  truth.  The  increase  in  our 
ministerial  ranks,  both  local  and  traveling,  has  been  fully  propor- 
tionate to  the  increase  of  members. 

The  reports  from  our  mission  fields,  domestic  and  foreign,  afford 
cheering  evidence  that  God  is  with  the  Church  in  these  efforts  to 
carry  the  Gospel  to  the  destitute  and  perishing.  The  solitary 
places  have  been  made  glad  by  the  presence  of  the  messengers  of 
salvation.  Hundreds,  and  even  thousands,  who  in  the  past  four 
years  have  landed  on  our  shores  from  foreign  countries  in  search 
of  more  congenial  homes  in  this  new  world,  have  found,  in  listen- 
ing to  the  missionary  of  the  cross,  what  is  far  more  valuable  than 
the  object  of  their  search.  These  straying  ones,  thus  strangely 
sought  and  found  by  the  great  Shepherd  and  brought  into  the  fold, 
now  gladly  hear  and  obey  his  voice.  They  are  generally  humble, 
devoted,  and  spiritual  Christians.  And  they  manifest  great  love 
for  the  souls  of  their  countrymen,  desiring  above  all  things  that 
they  might  be  saved.  They  promise  much  to  the  Church  in  her 
future  missionary  operations,  as  they  speak  many  languages  and 
are  connected  with  numerous  populations  of  the  old  world. 
Already  numbers  of  this  class  are  employed  in  our  foreign  mis- 
sions. 

Of  our  domestic  missions  in  foreign  languages  the  mission  to 
our  German  population  is  far  the  most  important  and  promising. 
The  head  of  this  mission  is  our  beloved  Dr.  Xast,  whom  we  look 
upon  as  the  apostle  to  his  countrymen  in  America.  This  mission 
now  comprehends  more  than  twenty  thousand  members  and  pro- 
bationers, three  hundred  and  fifty  preachers,  traveling  and  local, 
with  three  hundred  churches,  valued  at  nearly  half  a  million  of  our 
money. 

The  reports  of  our  foreign  missions  have  been  such  as  not  only 
to  sustain  the  faith  of  the  Church,  but  to  justify  and  encourage 
increased  liberality  and  zeal  in  this  department  of  our  work.  Our 
forces  abroad  have  recently  in  several  fields  been  much  strength- 
ened by  additional  laborers  sent  out  by  the  Board,  and  its  expendi- 
tures thereby  largely  increased. 

Our  publishing  and  educational  institutions  are  in  a  highly  satis- 
factory state,  in  the  history  of  these  institutions,  their  growth 
and  establishment  amid  reverses  and  embarrassments,  their  able 
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and  prudent  management,  through  the  appointed  agencies  of  the 
Church,  and  their  signal  success,  we  have  much  cause  of  thankful- 
ness to  our  heavenly  Father.  In  wielding  these  great  instrument- 
alities of  moral  power,  our  denomination  is  at  present  behind  no 
other  in  this  free  and  happy  land.  Their  influence  is  seen  and  felt 
in  a  marked  degree  on  the  character  of  our  ministry.  A  large 
portion  of  the  young  men  now  entering  our  traveling  body  have 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  full  collegiate  instruction,  and  many  of 
them  in  addition  have  passed  through  our  theological  schools. 
The  body  of  the  ministry  is  thus  fast  rising  in  learning  and  intelli- 
gence, greatly  extending  the  sphere  of  their  influence  and  useful- 
ness, and  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  Church  men  amply  qualified 
for  any  position  which  the  demands  of  the  work  may  require. 

In  conclusion,  dear  brethren,  Ave  would  repeat  our  assurances  of 
fraternal  regard  and  Christian  love  to  you  personally,  and  to  all 
associated  with  you  in  the  kingdom  and  patience  of  Jesus.  We 
shall  never  cease  to  pray  for  your  welfare  and  feel  a  lively  interest 
in  the  success  of  your  labors. 


iV.— See  Journal  of  1860,  page  299. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  WESLEYAN  CONFERENCE  OF 

CANADA. 

The    Genekal    Conference    of    the    Methodist    Episcopal 

Church  in  the  United  States  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 

Conference  in  Canada. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren, — We  greet  you  as  brethren  in 
the  Lord.  Your  Christian  and  fraternal  letter  was  received  by  us 
with  much  joy  and  satisfaction,  and  we  join  in  giving  thanks  to 
our  common  Lord  and  Master  who  made  us  one  in  him  at  the  first, 
and  has  preserved  us  hitherto  in  the  unity  of  the  same  faith  and 
fellowship.  Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  hath  blessed  us  with  all  spiritual  blessings,  and  has 
made  manifest  the  savor  of  his  grace  through  us. 

It  gives  us  unfeigned  pleasure  to  remember  that  through  the  link 
supplied  by  our  earlier  history  an  indissoluble  bond  of  union  is 
formed  between  the  Wesleyans  of  Canada  and  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  our  ardent  wish  that 
this  ancestral  bond  may  never  be  weakened.  It  appeared  provi- 
dential that  we  should  be  ecclesiastically  separate,  but  this  offers 
no  bar  or  impediment  to  the  spiritual  union  of  those  whom  God 
hath  60  significantly  joined  together.  There  live  among  us  still 
men  who  first  brought  Methodism  from  the  States  into  Canada, 
and  who,  having  received  their  appointment  from  Bishop  Asbury, 
traveled  from  New  York  City  to  tlie  Canada  lines  on  horseback  to 
reach  their  circuit.     These  few  honored  fathers  still  feel  paternal 
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yearnings  for  that  portion  of  the  family  resident  within  the  impe- 
rial dominion,  while  the  younger  brethren  early  learn  to  sympar 
thize  in  tlie  same  feeUngs. 

We  have  learned  with  heartfelt  gratitude  to  God  of  your  pros- 
perity, and  your  delegates,  the  Kev.  Dr.  Stinson  and  Kev.  Asaliel 
Hurlburt,  who  were  welcomed  by  us,  gave  us  interesting  accounts 
of  your  state,  and  that  the  good  hand  of  the  Lord  was  with  you 
for' good.  May  the  Lord  still  go  before  you,  and  the  God  of 
Jacol)  beyour  rereward,  and  may  he  make  you  a  thousand  times  so 
numerous  and  mighty  as  ve  are,  and  fultiU  in  you  all  the  good 
pleasure  of  his  goodness,  and  the  work  of  laith  with  power.  \V  e 
shall  always  be  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and  to  receive  your  mes- 
seno-ers,  as  we  were  glad  to  receive  those  honored  brethren  who 
have  visited  us  during  our  present  session. 

Of  our  own  state,  our  delegates  whom  we  have  appointed  to 
bear  this  messao-e  will  more  fully  inform  you.  The  Lord  haih 
done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad,  yet  our  ^york  seems 
but  just  begun.  We  have  now  a  membership,  including  proba- 
tioners, of  9H,345,  served  by  6,877  itinerant  ministers.  We  have 
9  305  church  editices,  estimated  to  be  worth  SlS,822,640.  In  our 
educational  work  we  have  103  colleges  and  seminaries,  containing 
above  21,616  students,  and  of  an  estimated  property  value  ot  over 
$4  000  000  Our  Sunday-schools  number  732,592  scholars,  cared 
for  by' 139,299  laborers  in  that  department.  We  have  a  copious 
and  well-supervised  Sunday-school  literature  in  books,  periodicals, 
and  tracts  aiid  requisites  ;  our  Sunday-school  book  catalogue  alone 
numberino-  over  1,100  diiferent  volumes,  while  our  Sunday-School 
Advocatelias  a  circulation  of  200,000.  Our  Book  Concern  in  New 
York  and  Cincinnati  operates  upon  a  capital  ot  neady  8800,000. 

Our  periodicals  are  quite  numerous  and  widely  circulated.  \\  e 
have  missions  in  Africa,  China,  Lidia,  Bulgaria,  and  Northern  Eu- 
rope numbering  305  ministers  and  22,033  members,  besides  the 
important  work  among  foreign-immigrants  within  our  own  borders. 
These  are  but  general  facts  indicating  the  compass  and  magni- 
tude and  varied  range  of  our  great  and  glorious  ^yfem  of  cyan 
eelism  We  should  also  state  that  we  have  two  Biblical  institu- 
tions in  successful  operation,  one  with  an  estimated  property  of 
S250  000,  and  the  other  with  over  $30,000. 

We  speak  not  these  things  with  vainglory,  but  to  sngges  the 
instrumentalities,  the  enterprises,  and  we  may  add  with  solemn 
empSs,  the  responsibilities  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
L?he  United  States.  In  all  this  great  t.nist  it  »«  our  greatest 
desire,  as  stewards,  to  be  found  faithful.  Our  country  has  had  a 
brie  but  wonderful  history,  and  Methodism  suits  the  genius  of 
om  government  and  our  people  well,  because  it  adapts  itself  to 
hmfn  nature  and  the  real  wants  of  society,  and  has  a  practical 
W  ?or  ainlor.  We  glory  in  it,  and  in  the  -^S^^ty  achi--emenUj 
which  have  been  wrought  through  it  by  the  power  of  God.  In  all 
outward  prosperity  we^are  striving  to  hold  to  the  old  landmarks, 
a    sit  up  V  the  holy  apostles  and  by  our  Methodistio  ancestors. 
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And  now,  brethren,  farewell.  We  commend  you  to  God  and 
to  the  word  of  his  grace.  We  exhort  you,  brethren,  "  stand  fist, 
and  hold  the  traditions  which  ye  have  been  taught"  by  the  holy 
servants  of  God,  and  to  preserve  alive  that  system  of  doctrine  and 
policy  which  bears  our  common  name.  And  after  having  faithfully 
served  our  generation  and  fulHIled  the  will  of  God  on  earth,  n)ay 
we  meet  as  fellow-laborers  in  the  kingdom  and  patience  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  receive  our  common  reward  in  the  glorious  kingdom  of 
our  one  Lord  and  Saviour,  to  whom  be  glory  and  dominion  world 
without  end.    Amen. 


v.— See  Journal  of  I860,  page  299. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHUPwCH 
IN    CANADA. 

The  Bishops  ajtd  Members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States  to  the  Bishops  and  Meji- 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada. 

Beloved  Brethren, — We.  have  received  and  read  with  much 
Batisfaction  your  kind  and  fraternal  letter,  and  have  heard  with 
deep  interest  the  addresses  of  Bishop  Richardson  and  Rev.  Thomas 
Webster,  your  representatives.  In  return  we  send  you  our  Chris- 
tian and  brotherly  salutations.  With  all  evangelical  Christians, 
all  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity,  we  desire  to  be  on 
terms  of  friendly  and  brotherly  intercourse.  "We  be  all  brethren." 
And  we  greatly  rejoice  in  the  growing  disposition  manifested  by 
Christians  of  different  orders  for  rnore  intimate  union.  "  Behold 
how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in 
unity."  But,  as  a  branch  of  our  common  Methodism,  we  feel  a 
greatly  increased  interest  in  your  welfare.  We  earnestly  sympa- 
thize with  you  in  all  your  counsels  and  labors.  Similar  in  ecclesi- 
astical organization,  one  in  doctrine  and  spirit,  purpose  and  aim, 
our  interests  are  one  ;  and  geographical  lines,  national  distinctions, 
and  local  circumstances  should  not,  we  believe,  separate  us  in  feel- 
ing. Our  parish  is  the  world;  our  mission,  the  elevation  of  fallen 
humanity.  Wherever  men  are  found  needing  the  redeeming  mercy 
and  pardoning  and  renewing  grace  of  the  Gospel,  there  is  the 
sphere  of  our  duties,  our  common  and  appropriate  work,  in  which 
our  hearts  and  heads  and  hands  should  be  found,  as  far  as  possible, 
in  united  co-operation.  We  shall  always  rejoice,  dear  brethren, 
in  your  success  and  prosperity,  believing  that  in  your  triumphs  we 
witness  the  triumph  of  those  Christian  doctrines  and  principles 
which  we  are  laboring  to  propagate  and  establish. 

As  a  branch  of  our  common  household  of  faith,  we  have  great 
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reason  for  thankfulness  and  cncourairement  in  the  success  that  has 
attended  us.  At  no  period  of  our  denominational  existence  have 
our  means  of  usefuhiess  been  po  great  as  at  present,  and  never 
before  has  there  been  a  stronger  or  more  persistent  purpose,  in 
both  the  ministry  and  laity,  to  use  these  means  for  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  good  of  souls. 

Our  colleges  and  seminaries  of  learning,  Avhile  providing  amply 
for  the  intellectual  wants  of  our  children  and  youth,  have,  through 
the  divine  blessing  and  the  influence  of  pious  "teachers,  proved  also 
nurseries  of  piety.  They  have  been  the  spiritual  birthplace  of 
thousands  of  precious  souls,  who  have  thus  been  brought  into  the 
Church  in  the  morning  of  life. 

Auxiliary  to  these  agencies,  and  not  less  powerful  for  good,  is 
our  system  of  Sabbath-school  instruction.  This  has  received  the 
earnest  attention  and  labors  of  many  of  the  best  minds  in  our 
Church.  And  to  these  more  than  eleven  thousand  nursery-schools 
of  Christ,  with  their  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  teachers  and  mill- 
ion of  pupils  thus  trained  up  in  the  Avay  they  should  go,  we  look 
as  the  future  hope  of  the  Church,  as  the  most  promising  source  of 
her  ever-increasing  numbers  and  strength. 

Our  church  literature  is  becoming  such  as  to  awaken  our  grati- 
tude and  honest  pride.  We  have  a  literature  properly  our  own, 
imbued  with  the  spirit  of  Christ,  and  breathing  the  pure  and  genial 
sentiments  of  Wesleyan  theology,  embracing  almost  every  depart- 
ment of  useful  knowledge,  and  addressed  to  every  condition  and 
relation  in  life.  Our  great  denominational  presses,  multiplying  this 
literature  by  tens  of  thousands  of  volumes  annually,  are  exerting 
an  intluence  for  good  Avhich  eternity  only  can  reveal. 

Though  having  recently  divided  the  capital  stock  of  our  Book 
Concern  with  our  Southern  brethren,  it  already  approaches  to  the 
large  sum  of  a  million  of  dollars,  which,  with  God's  blessing  con- 
tinued, it  will  soon  exceed.  In  the  remarkable  prosperity  attend- 
ing this  great  interest  of  the  Church  we  have  cause  of  devout, 
thankfulness  to  God. 

In  our  missionary  field  we  have  also  greatly  prospered.  Our 
foreign  missions  —  in  Africa,  China,  India,  Bulgaria,  and  northern 
Euro^je,  employing  a  hundred  and  twenty  laborers  of  different 
classes — give  promise  of  a  glorious  and  not  distant  harvest.  Similar 
prosperity  has  attended  our  domestic  missions.  And  the  mission- 
ary spirit,  we  think,  is  increasing  among  our  people.  Our  beloved 
brother,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Durbin,  as  Corresponding  Secretary  of  our 
Missionary  Board,  is  head  of  this  department  of  our  work,  and  to 
his  wise  counsels  and  untiring  and  efficient  labors  it  is  greatly 
indebted  for  its  constant  and  rapid  growth  and  development. 

Our  membership,  including  i)robationers,  has  reached  at  this  time 
more  than  974,000,  with  6,077  ministers.  Considering  that  it  is  but 
a  few  years  since  our  denomination  was  divided,  leaving  us  with 
but  slightly  more  than  half  our  former  numbers,  and  that,  previous 
to  this^division,  there  had  been  two  other  secessions  from  the  body, 
may  we  not  well  exclaim,  "  What  hath  God  wroiight !"     We  have 
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cheering  evidence  that  there  is  still  vitality  in  the  parent  stock. 
Our  members  and  ministers,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  are  as 
deeply  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  Christ  as  at  any  former  period  of 
our  history.  Though  not  exposed  to  the  same  temptations  and 
trials  as  were  our  noble  and  venerated  fathers,  they  are  not  with- 
out trials,  perhaps  equally  dangerous  to  Christian  virtue.  And 
when  we  consider  how  few  have  disgraced  the  Church  by  flagrant 
departures  from  Christian  character  and  life,  we  are  encouraged  to 
hope  that  the  purity  and  spirituality  which  characterized  Method- 
ism in  the  beginning  has  not  yet  departed  from  among  us. 

In  conclusion,  we  repeat  assurances  of  Christian  and  brotherly 
regards,  which  each  one  of  us  would  be  happy  in  bearing  to  you 
personally.  May  God's  presence  and  blessing  ever  be  with  you ; 
may  He  multiply  abundantly  to  you  and  to  yours  the  blessings  of 
the  new  and  everlasting  covenant,  according  to  your  necessities 
and  the  riches  of  his  glory  in  Christ  Jesus.  We  remain,  dear 
brethren,  your  fellow-laborers  in  the  Gospel  of  our  common  Saviour. 
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